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PRESENT    SITUATION 


or  Tat 


United  States  of  America, 


e9H 


GRAND  DIVISIONS  of  the  UNITED  STATES. 


JL  H  E  American  Republic,  of  which  we  have  in  the  preceding 
Tolume  given  a  general  accounti  confifh  of  three  grand  divi&onsi 
denominated  the  North^en^  or  more  properly  EasteriVi  Midd]:e, 
and  Southern  States. 

Thc^rfi  divifion,  the  Northern  or  Eafttrn  States,  comprehendf 
Vermont,  Massachusetts* 

Kew-Hamfshire,  Rhode  Island, 

District  of  Mains,  belonging      Connecticut. 
to  Maflachufetts. 
Theie  are  called  the  New-England  States,  and  comprehend  that 
part  of  America,  which,  fince  the  year  1614,  has  been  known  by  the 
name  of  New-England* 

Thc/eiottd  divifion,  the  Middle  Sfates^  comprehends 
New-York,  Delaware, 

New-Jersey,  Territory,  N:  W.of  OHXf. 

Pennsylvania, 

The  third  ^ipGon,  the  Southern  States,  comprehends 
Maryland,  Territory  S.  of  Ohio, 

Virginia,.  South-Carolina, 

Kentucky,  *         Georgia. 

'  North-Carolina, 
Of  each  of  thefe  we  ihall  now  treat  particularly  in  their  order. 

VoL.Dk  B  NEW- 


2  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

N  E  W-E  N  G  L  A  N  D ; 
Or  NORTHERN  or  EASTERN  STATES. 

SITUATION,.  BOUNDARIES,  &c. 

JL^  Ew-^N  GLAND  lies  betwccn  41  and  46  degrees  N.  Lat.  and 
between  i  degree  30  minutes,  ^nd  8  degrees  E.  L6n.  froib  Philadel- 
phia ; ,  and  is^ounded  north'  by  Lower-Canada ;  eaft,  by  the  prdvince 
of  New-Brunfwick,  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean;  fouth,  by  the  fame 
©ccJin,  and  Long-Ifland  found;  wefl,  by  the  State  of  New-York.  It 
lies  jn  the  form  of  a  quarter  Qf  a. ci^cJe^  Itivv^ft  line,  beginning  at 
the  mouth  of  Byram,  river,  which  empties  into  Long-Ifland  found 
at  the  foiith^weft  corner  of  Connecticut,  lat.  41  degrees,  runs  a 
little  eafl  of  north,  until  it  flrikes  the  45th  degree  of  latitude,  and 
then  curves  to  .the  eaftw^rd  almoft  to  the  Gulf  of  St,  Lawrence. 
Its  climate  is  very  healthful,  as  is  evinced  by  the  longevity  of  the  in- 
habitants 3  for  it  is  eftimated  that  about  one  in  feven  of  them  live  x^ 
the  age  of  feventy'  years ;  and  about  One  in  thirteen  or  fourteen  to 
eighty  years  and  upvvaixis.  . 

Norfh-weft,  w'eftj  and  .foiith-well  winds,  are  the  moll  prevalent. 
Ea|l  and  north-eaft  winds,  which  are  unelaftic  and  difagreeable,  are 
frequent  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  particularly  in  April  and 
May,  on  the  fea  coafts.  The  weather  is  lefs  variable  than  in  the 
Middle  Jind  efpecially  the  Southern  States,  and  more  fo  than  in  Ca- 
nada. The  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  according  to  Fahrenheit's 
thermometer,  are  from  20°  below,  to  iOo°  above  o.  The  medium  is 
from  48''  to  co°j  The  inhabitants  of  New-England,  on  account  of 
the  drynefs  of  their  atmo^here,  can  endure,  without  inconvenience^ 
a  greater  degree  of  heat  than  the  inhabitants  of  a  moifiier  climate.  It 
is  fuppofdd  by  fome  phi lofophers,  that  the  difference  of  mojfture 
in  the  atmofphere  in  Pennfylvania  and  New-Enghnd  is  fuch,  as  that 
a  perfon  might  bear  at  leail  ten  degrees  of  heat  more  in  the  lattef 
than  in  the  former.  ,  ^^ 

ThQ  quj^ntity  of  rain  which  falls  in  Englan^nnnually,  is  cgmputed 
to  be  twenty rfour  inches;  in  France  eighteen  inches,  a^nd  in  New- 
England  from  forty-eight  to  fifty^iches^  .and  "yet  in  New-England 
they  fuffer  more  from  drought  than  in  either  of  the  forementitJhed 
countries,  although  they  have  more  than  double  the  quantity  of  rain. 
Thefe  fades  evince  the  remarkable  dryhefs  of-the  atmofphere  in  this 
"      *  *       ,  "*  P'     -  iaftera 
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<aftcra  divifion  of  the  United  States,  and  in  part  account  for  its 
fingular  healthfulnefs.  Winter  commonly  commences,  in  its  feve- 
rity,  about  the  nuddk  of  December — fometimes  earlier,  and  fome- 
times  not  till  Chriflqpas.  Cattlo  are  fed  or  houfed,  in  the  northern 
parts  of  New-England,  from^boyt  the  aoth  of  Nov.  to  the  aoth  of 
May ;  in  the  fouthern  parts  not  quite  fo  long.  There  have  been 
frofts  in  alrooft  every  month  in^  the  year,  though  not  in  the  famc^ 
year ;  but  not  very  injurious. 
The  difeafes  mpft  prevalent  in  New  ^England  arc  the  foUowing,  vLj, 

Alvine  Fluxes,  Inflammatory,  -\ 

.  St.  Anthony's  Fire,        Slow,  nervous,  and  I  Fevers. 

Afthma,  Mixed  J 

Atrophy,  Pulmonary  ConfumptioD, 

Caiarrh,  Quiuf>i 

Colic,  Rheumatifm. 

Thefe  diforders,  of  which  Ihc  pulmonary  confomption  is  much  the 
moft  deftru(5tive,  are  commonly  the  eff^^^k  of  imprudent  expofures  to 
cold  and  rainy  weather,  evening  air,  and  the  wearing  of  damp  linen  ; 
or  from  frequent  excefles  in  th^e  ufe  of  ftrong  liquors,  efpecially 
of  frefh  diftilled  rum,  which  in  too  many  inftances  prove  the  bane  of 
morals,  and  the  ruin  of  families. 

The  fmall  pox,  which  is  a  fpecific;  infe6tious  difeafe,  is  not  allowed 
at  prefent  to  be  communicated  by  inoculation,  except  in  hofpitals 
erected  for  that  pufpofe  in  bye  places,  and  in  cafes  where  there  is  a 
probability  of  a  general  fprcad  of  the  infedion  in  a  town.  Nor  is 
this  difeafe  permitted  to  be  communicated  generally  by  inoculation, 
in  any  of  the  United  States,  except  New- York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfyl- 
vania,  Delaware,  and  South-Carolina; 

In  populous  towns,  the  prevalent  difeafes  are  more  numerous  and 
complicated,  owing  to  want  6f  frefh  air  and  exercife,  and  to  luxurious 
and  fafhionable  living. 

Dr.  Foulke*  has  obferved,  that  **  in  other  countries,  men  are 
divided  according  to  their  wealth  or  indigence,  into  three  clafles ; 
the^opuLENT,  the  middling,  and  the  poor  ;  the  idlenefs,  luxuries, 
and  debaucheries  of  the  firft,  and  the  mifery  and  too  frequent  in- 
temperance of  the  laft,  deftroy  the  greater  proportion  of  thefe  two. 
f  he  intermediate  clafs  is  below  iliofe  indulgencies  which  prove  fatal 

*  la  a  difcouric  which  ho  lately  reaci  before  the  A^wcaa  Philofophi^nl  Sorict)'.- 


4  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

to  the  rich,  and  above  thofe  fufferings  to  which  the  unfortunate  poot 
fail  viflims :  this  is  therefore  the  happicft  divifion  of  the  three. 
Of  the  rich  and  poor,  the  American  States  furnilh  a  much  fmallcr 
proportion  than  any  other  diftri£t  of  the  known  world.  In  Connec- 
ticut particularly,  the  diftribution  of  wealth  and  its  concomitants 
is  more  equal  than  elfewhere,  and,  therefore,  as  far  as  exccis  or  want 
.  of  wealth  may  prore  deftru6tivc  or  falutary  to  life,  the  inhabitants 
of  this  State  may  plead  exemption  from  difeafes.'*  What  this  writer 
6y$  of  Connedicut  in  particular,  will,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
apply  to  New-]fingland  at  large. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  MOUNTAINS,  &c.   . 

New-England  is  a  high,  hilly,  and  in  fomc  parts  a  mountainous 
country,  formed  by  nature  to  be  inhabited  by  a  hardy  race  of  free 
independent  republicans. — The  mountains  are  comparatively  fmall, 
running  nearly  north  and  fouth  in  liJges  parallel  to  each  other. 
Between  thefe  ridges  flow  the  great  rivers  in  majeftic  meanders,  re- 
ceiving the  innumerable  rivulets  and  larger  ftreams  which  proceed 
from  the  mountains  on  each  fide.  To  a  fpc6bator  on  the  top  of  a 
neighbouring  mountain,  the  vales  between  the  ridges,  while  in  a  ftate 
of  nature,  exhibit  a  romantic  appearance.  They  feem  an  ocean  of 
woods,  fwelled  and  depreffed  in  its  furface  like  that  of  the  great  ocean 
itfelf.  A  richer  though  lefs  romantic  view  is  prefentcd,  when  the 
valleys,  by  induftrious  hulbandmen,  have  been  cleared  of  their 
natural  growth ;  and  the  fruit  of  their  labour  appears  in  loaded 
orchards,  extenfive  meadows,  covered  with  large  herds  of  iheep  and 
neat  cattle,  and  rich  fields  of  flax,  corn,  and  the  various  kinds  of 
grain.  Thefe  valleys,  which  have  received  the  expreffive  name  of 
intervale  lands^  are  of  various  breadths,  from  two  to  twenty  miles ;  and . 
by  the  annual  inundations  of  the  rivers  which  flow  through  them, 
there  is  frequently  an  accumulation  of  rich,  fat  foil,  left  upon  their 
furface  when  the  waters  retire. 

There  are  four  principal  ranges  of  mountains,  pafling  nearly  from 
north-ealft  to  fouth-weft  through  New-England.  Thefe  coniift  of  a 
multitude  of  parallel  ridges,  each  having  many  fpurs,  deviating  from 
the  courfe  of  the  general  range ;  which  fpurs  are  again  broken  into 
irregular  hilly  land.  The  main  ridges  terminate,  fomctimes  in  high 
blutF  heads,  near  the  fea-coaft,  and  fometimes  by  a  gradual  defcent 
in  the  interior  part  of  the  country.  One  of  the  main  ranges  runs 
between  Conncdicut  and  Hudfon  rivers.  This  range  branches  and 
%  bounds 
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bounds  the  vales  through  which  flows  the  Houfatonick  river.  The 
ixioft  eaUem  ridge  of  this  range  terminates  in  a  bluff  head  at  Meriden; 
a  fecond  ends  in  like  manner  at  Willingford,  and  a  third  at 
New-Haven.  In  Lyme,  on  the  call  fide  of  Conne6ticut  river, 
another  range  of  mountains  commences,  forming  the  eaftem  boun- 
dary of  Conne^cut  vale.  This  range  tends  northerly,  at  the  dil^ 
tance,  generally,  of  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  eaft  from  the  river, 
and  pafTes  through  Maffachufetts,  where^the  range  takes  the  name  of 
Chtckahee  Mountain  \  thence  croffing  iirto  New-Hampfhirc,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  twenty  miles  from  the  Maffachufetts  line,  it  runs  up 
into  a  very  high  peak,  called  Monadnick^  which  terminates  this  ridge 
of  the  range.  A  weftern  ridge  continues,  and  in  about  latitude  43* 
ao'  runs  up  into  Sunipee  mountains.  About  fifty  miles  further,  ia 
the  feme  ridge,  is  Moofcoog  mountain.  A  third  range  begins  near 
Stonington  in  Connedicut.  It  takes  its  courfe  north-eafterly,  and 
is  fometimes  broken  and  difcontinued ;  it  tlien  rifes  again,  and  ranges 
in  the  fame  diredion  into  New-Hampfliire,  where,  in  latitude  43*  25^, 
it  runs  up  into  a  high  peak  called  Caufawafkog.  The  fourth  range 
has  a  humble  beginning  abput  Hopkinton  in  Maflachufetts.  The 
caftem  ridge  of  this  range  runs  north  by  Watertown  and  Concord, 
and  croiTes  Merrimack  river  at  Pantucket-Falls.  In  New-Hampihire, 
it  rifes  into  feveral  high  peaks,  of  which  the  White  mountains  are  the 
principal.  From  thefe  White  mountains  a  range  continues  north* 
caft,  croffing  the  eaft  boundary  of  New-Hamp(hire,  in  latitude 
44**  30',  and  forms  the  height  of  land  between  Kennebeck  and  Chau- 
diere  rivers.  Thefe  ranges  of  mountains  are  full  of  lakes,  pond§» 
and  fprings  of  water,  that  give  rife  to  numberlefs  ft  reams  of  various 
fizes,  which,  interlocking  each  other  in  every  direction,  and  falling 
pver  the  rocks  in  romantic  cafcades,  flow  meandering  into  the 
rivers  below.  No  country  on  the  globe  is  better  wat«red  than  New* 
England. 

On  the  fea-coaft  the  land  is  low,  and  in  many  parts  level  and  fandy. 
In  the  valleys,  between  the  forementioned  ranges  of  mountains,  the 
land  is  generally  broken,  and  in  many  places  rocky,  but  of  a  ftrong 
rich  foil,  capable  of  being  cultivated  to  good  advantage,  which  alfo  is 
the  cafe  with  many  fpots  even  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains. 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 
The  foil,  as  may  be  collected  from  what  has  been  faid,  muft  be  very 
various.     Each  traft  of  different  fpil  is  diftinguidi^d  by  its  peculiar 
'  vegetation, 
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vegetation,  artd  is  pronounced  good,  middling,  or  bad,  from  the 
fpectes  of  trees  which  it  produced ;  and  from  one  fpecics  generally 
predominating  in  each  foil,  has  originated  the  defcriptive  names  of 
oak  land,  birch,  beech,  and  chefnut  lands,  pine,  barren,  maple,  alb, 
and  cedar  fwamps,  as  each  fpccies  happens  to  predominate.  Inter- 
mingled with  thofe  predominating  fpecies  are  walnut,  firs,  elm,  hem- 
lock, magnolia,  mooie  wood,  faffafras,  &c.  'Sec,  The  befl  lands  pro- 
duce walnut  and  chefnut;  the  next,  beech  and  oak;  lands  of  thf 
third  quality  produce'  fir  and  pitch  pine;  the  next,  whortleberry 
and  barl^erry  buflies ;  and  the  pooreft  produce  nothing  but  marfliy 
jmperfed  fhrubs.  Among  the  flowering  trees  and  fhrubs  in  the 
forefls  are  the  red-flowering  maple,  the  faffafras,  the  locuft-tree,  the 
tulip-tree,  honey fuckle,  wild  rofe,  dogwood,  elm,  leather^tree,  laurel, 
hawthorn,  &c.  which  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  give  the  woods  a 
moil  beautiful  appearance,  and  fill  them  with  a  delicious  fragrance. 
Among  the  fruits  which  grow  wild,  are  the  feveral  kinds  of  grapes  ; 
which  are  fmall,  four,  and  thick  Ikinned.  The  vines  on  which. they 
grow  are  very  luxuriant,  often  overfpreading  the  higheft  trees  in  the 
forefls ;  and,  without  doubt,  might  be  greatly  meliorated  by  proper 
cultivation.  Befides  thefe,  are  the  wild  cherries,  white  and  red 
mulberries,  cranberries,  walnuts,  hazelnuts,  chefnuts,  butter-nuts, 
beech-nuts,  wild  plumbs  and  pears,  whortle-berries,  bilberries,  goofe- 
berries,  flrawberries,  &c. 

The  foil  in  the  interior  country  is  calculated  for  .the  culture  of 
Indian  corn,  rye,  oats,  barley,  flax,  and  hemp  (for  which  the  foil  and 
climate  arc  pecijliarly  proper)  buck-wheat,  beans,  peas,  &c.  In 
many  of  the  inland  parts  wheat  is  raifed  in  large  quantities ;  but  on 
the  fea-coaft  It  has  never  been  cultivated  whh  fuccefs,  being  fubjedt 
to  blafls.  The  fruits  which  the  country  yields  from  culture,  are, 
apples  in  the  greateft  plenty ;  of  thefe  cyder  is  made,  which  con- 
flitutes  the  principal  drink  of  the  inhabitants ;  alfo  pears  of  various 
forts,  quinces,  peaches,  plums,  cherries,  apricots,  &c. 

Dr.  Cutler  has   furniflied  the  following  catalogue  of  flowering, 
fhrubs  and  plants  in  New-England,   which,  from  the  attention  he 
has  paid  to  natural  hiftory,  we  have  reafoi^  to  rely  upon  as  accurate. 

Blue  flag.  Iris  'vlrginlcay^-^GlohQ  Flower,  Cepbalanthus  occidentaliSy 
— Pigconberry,  Cljfus  Jicyoldes^ — Cornel,  Cornus  Canadenjis^ — Ame- 
rican Honeyfuckle,  A%alea  vlfcofa^ — American  Tea,  Ceanothus  •Ame- 
ricanus^ — Cherry  Honeyfuckle,  .Lonicera  diervilla^ — Great  Convol- 
viilus,  Convohului  awenjis^ — Stages  horn  Sumach,  Rhus  typhinum^-^ 

Mealtree, 
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Mealtree,  Vihumum  lantana^ — White  flowered  Elder,  Samlucus  nrgra^ 
*— Red  berried  Eldcr^  Samiucits  Cana^enjts^ — Meadow  Blue-bells, 
Gentiana  ciliata^ — Lilies,  feveral  fpecies,  Lillum^ — Bcthlem  Star,  Or^ 
nithogulum  luteurjty — American  Senna,  Rhodora  Canadenjts^ — Great 
Laurel,  Kalmla  latlfoiia^ — Dwarf  Laurel,  Kalmia  anguflifolia-^ 
White  Pepper  Bufli,  Andromeda  arhorca^ — Bog  Evergreen,  Andromeda 
calyculatay — Sweet  Pepper  Bufh,  Clcthra  ^i/zr//^//^,— Mountain  Laurel, 
or  Sorbus-trce,  Sorhus  aucuporay — Meadow  Sweet,  Splraa  falicifol'ia^ 
—Queen  of  the  Meadows,  Spiraea  tormentofay — Service  Tree,  Mef- 
pilus  Canadenfisy — Wild'  Rofe,  Rofa  Carolina^ — Superb  Rafpberry, 
Ruhus  odoratusy — Baneberry,  ABca  fpicata^ — Side-faddle  Flower,  Sar- 
racena  purpurea^ — Red  Columbine,  Aquilegia  CanadenJtSj — Anemone, 
feveral  fpecies,  Anemone  hepatic et^  fylveftris  et  nemorofa^ — Traveller's 
Joy,  Clematis  /^r^/V/V^r,— Dragon's  Head,  Dracocephnlum  Virginlcum^ 
—Snap  Dragon,  Antirrhinum  Canadcnjis^ — American  Cardamine, 
Cardamlne  P^irginlca^ — Lupin,  Lupin  us  angujlifolla^ — Locufl,  Rohlnla 
pfeud-acacia^ — Beach  Pea,  Pifum  marltlmmny — Pied  Pea,  Tlfuvi  ochrus^ 
— ^Wood  Pea,  Orohus  JyhatlcuSy — Variegated  Pen,  Latlr/rus  hetero^ 
phyllusy — Meadow  Sunflower,  Ageratum  ciUarcy — American  Amaran- 
thus,  Gnaphallum  hellan  thcmifollumy — New-England  Ader,  AJler 
Nova  Angllcumy — Smootlirleaved  Golden-rod,  Solldago  altlljlniay^-^ 
New-England  Sunflower,  HcUanthus  dkmrlcatus^ — American  Pride, 
Lobelia  cardinallsy — Ladies  Plume,  Orchis  pycodcs^ — Ladies  S]ij)per, 
Cypripedlum  calceolus-'^Blue  Eye,  Sljyrinfhium  Bermudlauna^ — Swamp 
Willow,  or  Dog-wood,  Salix  chitrca^ — Red-flowered  Maple,  Ace- 
ruhrui7u 

New  England  is  a  fine  grazing  country ;  the  valleys  between  the 
hills  are  generally  ir.terfe^lcd  with  brooks  of  water,  thtj  banks  of 
which  are  lined  with  a  tra;^  of  rich  meadow  or  intcrvr.le  land.  The 
high  and  rocky  ground  i?,  in  many  parts,  covered  with  clover,  and 
generally  affords  the  fincfl  of  paflure.  It  will  not  be  a  matter  of 
wonder,  therefore,  that  New-England  boafls  of  raifing  fome  of  the 
fineft  cattle  in  the  woild  ;  nor  will  flie  be  envied,  when  the  labour  of 
raifing  them  is  taken  into  view.  Two  months  of  the  horrefl:  feafon 
in  the  year,  the  farmers  are  employed  in  procuring  food  for  their 
cattle,  and  the  cold  winter  is  fpent  in  dealing  it  out  to  them.  The 
pleafure  and  profit  of  doing  this  is,  however,  a  fatisfying  compcnfa- 
tion  to  the  honeft  and  iiiduftrious  farmer.  Butter  and  cheefe  are 
made  for  exportation  ;  and  confidcrable  attention  has  lately  been  paid 
to  the  raifing  of  flicep. 

RIVERS. 
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RIVERS. 

The  principal  rivers  in  New-England  are  Penobfcot,  Kennebect:^ 
Androfcoggin,  or  Amcrifcoggin,  Saco,  Merrimack,  Pifcataqua, 
and  Connedticut,  befides  many  fmaller  ones,  which  we  fliall  notice 
when  treating  of  the  different  States. 

,  PENOBSCOT. 

This  river  has  its  fource  in  the  diftri6t  of  Maine,  a  fliort  diftance 
weft  of  Union  river  on  the  high  lands  5  it  rifcs  in  two  branches,  run- 
ning for  a  confiderable  diftance,  and  then  uniting  in  ene  noble  and 
inajeftic  ftream.  Between  the  fource  of  the  weft  fork,  and  its  junc** 
tion  with  the  eaft,  is  Moofehcad  lake,  thirty  or  forty  miles  long^ 
and  fifteen  wide.  The  eaftern  branch  paftes  through  feveral  fmaller 
lakes.  From  The  Forh^  as  they  are  called,  the  Penobfcot  Indians 
pafs  to  Canada,  up  either  brancli,  principally  the  weft,  the  fource  of 
which  they  fay  is  not  more  than  twenty  miles  from  the  waters  that 
empty  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  At  the  Forks  is  a  remarkable 
high  mountain.  From  the  Forks  down  to  Indian  Old  Town,  fitua- 
tcd  on  an  ifland  in  this  river,  is  about  fixty  miles,  forty  of  which  the 
water  flows  in  a  ftill,  fmooth  ftream,  and  in  the  whole  diftance  there 
are  no  falls  to  interrupt  the  palling  of  boats.  In  this  diftance,  the 
river  widens,  and  embraces  a  large  number  of  fmall  iflands  ;  and 
about  half  way  receives  two  confiderable  tributary  ftreams,  one  from 
the  eaft  and  the  other  from  the  >yeft,  whofe  mouths  are  nearly  oppo- 
ftte  to  each  other.  About  fixty  rods  below  Indian  Old  Town  are  the 
Great  Falls,  where  is  a  carrying-place  of  about  twenty  rods  ;  thence,  . 
twelve  miles  to  the  head  of  the  tide,  there  are  no  falls  to  obftru6t 
boats.  VefTels  of  thirty  tons  come  within  a  mile  of  the  head  of  the 
*  tide.  Thence,  thirty-five  miles  to  the  head  of  the  bay,  to  the  fite  of 
Old  Fort  Pownal,  the  river  is  remarkalify  ftraight,  and  eafily  navi- 
gated. Faffing  by  Majabagadufe  on  the  eaft,  feven  miles,  and  Owl*s 
Head,  twenty  miles  farther,  on  the  weft,  it  enters  the  ocean  by 
Penobfcot  Bay. 

^    KENNEBECK. 

This  is  one  of  the,fineft  rivers  in  this  country,  and  has  its  origin, 
like  the  former,  in  the  diftri6t  of  Maine  ;  its  fources  are  two  ftreams, 
one  of  which  rifes  in  the  highlands,  a  ftiort  diftance  from  a  branch 
of  the  Chaudicre,  which  empties  into  the  St.  Lawrence ;  another 
kranch  rifcs  in  Moofe  Head  lake.  In  its  courfe,  it  receives  Sandy 

river 
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t4ver  from  the  weft,  ;ind  Sebadicook  and  feveral  others  from  Ae  eai^ 
mnd  pafles  to  the  fea  by  Cape  Small  Point,  It  is  navigable  for  vefleb 
pf  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  upwards  of  forty  miles  from  the  fea« 

ANDSTOSGOGGIN* 

This  river,  ibmettmes  called  Amerifcoggin,  prpperly  fpeaking,  it 
but  the  main  weftem  branch  of  the  Kennebeck ;  it  rifes  near  the 
end  of  the  dividing  line  between  New-Hamp&ire  and  Che  Old  Tro* 
vince  of  Maine.  The  lake  Umbagog,  and  feveral  fmaller  lakes^ 
flow  into  it.  From  this  lake  its  courfe  is  foutherly,  till  it  approaches 
near  the  White  Mountains,  from  which  it  receives  Moofe  and  Pea- 
body  rivers,  and  then  turns  to  the  eaft,  and  fouth.eaft  through  the 
province  of  Maine,  in  which  courfe  it  pafles  within  two  miles  of  the 
fea  coaft,  and  turning  north  runs  over  Pejepikaeg  Falls,  into  Merry 
Meeting  Bay,  where  it  forms  a  jun&ion  with  the  Kennebeck,  twenty 
miles  from  the  fea,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-iix  from  the  fource. 
Formerly,  from  this  bay  to  the  fea,  the  cqnfljiept  j^eam  was  for- 
merly called  Saggadahock* 

SACO. 

Tbis  river  is  one  of  the  largeft  rivers  in  the  diftrift  of  New- 
Hamplhire.  The  principal  part  of  its  water  falls  in  different  flreamt 
fi-om  the  White  Mountains,  which  unite  at  twelve  or  fifteen  miles 
diftance.  Itp  courfe^  fome  difiance  from  its  fource,  is  foutherly  ;  it 
thev  fuddenly  bends  tp  the  eail,  and  crofies  itito  the  diftri£^  of 
Maine,  then  make9  a  large  bend  tp  ith.e  porth-^aft,  eail,  and  fouth? 
weft,  embraiciqg  th^  £ne  townihip  of  Fryeburg,  in  the  county  of 
York.  Its  general  courfe  thence  tp  the  fea  is  about  forty^five  miles 
$.  £•  Great  apd  Little  Ofiapee  rivers  fall  into  it  from  the  weft^ 
inakiQg  a  great  addition  to  the  original  ftream.  This  river  is  navi? 
gable  for  fbips  ;o  SacQ  Falls^  abqut  fi^  miles  froni  the  ic^. 

MERRIMACK* 

Merrimack  river  is  formed  by  the  confluence  pf  Pemigewaflet 
and  Winniptfeogee  rivers ;  the  former  is  a  very  rapid  river,  and 
fprings  from  a  white  mountain,  wpfl  of  the  noted  mountains  of  that 
name ;  a^d  before  tjs  jundioi^  with  the  Winnipifeogee  branch,  it 
receives  from  the  weft»  Baker-s  river,  a  pleafant  ftream,  forty  miles 
in  length,  and  feveral  fmaller  f^reap^.  The  Winpipifeogee  branch 
rifes  from  the  laHe  of  the  fame  name.  The  fiream  which  ifiues  from 
the  lake  is  fmall,  apd  in  its  courf^s  pa^Tes  through  9  bay  twelve  miles 

Vox..  II.  C  long 
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long,  ai^  ffom  three  jo  five  brovit  A  few  raifes  from  its  enlraaell 
into  ^he  Pemigc\yaj(ftt  is  a  place  called  the  Weres,  rcnaarkable  for 
the  number  of  falqopn  and  fliad  which  are  Uierc  caught.  The  river  ia 
wide,  and  fo  fliallow  that  the  fifhermen  turn  the  courfe  of  the  river 
in  a  fhorttime,  or  comprefs  it  into  a  narrow  channel,  where  they  fix 
^eir  gill  nets,  a^d  t^kc  the  fifli  as  they  p^fs  up  the  ftream.  After 
the  PemigewaiTet  receives  the  waters  of  Winnipifeogee,  it  takes  the 
jwmeofMerriiijacIj.  and  after  4  courfe  of  about  ninety  miles,  fir{|; 
m  a  fo^therly,  and  then  in  an  eafterly  dire^ion,  and  paffing  over 
JJookfet,  Amufkeag,  and  Pantucket  Falls,  enipties  into  the  fea  at 
^ewburyport.  From  the  weft  it  receives,  Blackwater,  Contoocook, 
|*ifcataqtjoag,  Sonhegan,  Nalhu,  and  Concord  rivers  5 '  from  the  caft, 
^wqpok,  Suncook,  Cohas,  Beaver,  Spicket,  and  Powow  rivers, 
pontoocook  heads  near  Monadnock  mountain,  is  very  rapid,  and  tct^ 
f>r  twelve  miles  from  its  mouth  is  one  hundred  yards  wide,  Juft  be^ 
fore  its  entrance  into  the  Merrimack  it  branches  aiid  for\ps  a  \^^\\t 
0u\  iijand  of  five  pr  fix  acrc8» 

PIS^ATAClUA, 

This  is  the  only  large  river  whofe  whole  courfe  is  in  New-Haxp^ 
/hire.  Its  head  is  a  pond  in  the  N.  E.  corner  of  the  town  of  Wake< 
field,  and  its  general  courfe  thence,  to  the  fe?,  is  S.  S«  E,  about  forty 
^iles.  Jt  divides  New-Hampihirc  from  York-County,  in  the  diC* 
tri6t  of  Maine,  and  is  called  S^lnion-rfall  river,  from  its  head  to  the 
lower  falls  at  Berwick,  where  it  affumes  the  nanoe  of  Newich^wan* 
nock,  which  it  bears  till  it  meets  with  Cocheco  river,  which  comet 
from  Dover,  when  both  run  together  in  one  channel  to  Hilton'« 
Point,  where  the  weflern  branch  meets  it.  From  this  junftlon  tc^ 
the  fea,  the  river  is  fo  rapid  that  it  never  freezes  ;  the  diftance  i$ 
feven  miles,  and  fhe  courfe  generally  from  S»  to  S.  E.  The  wefteri| 
branch  is  fonned  by  Swamfcot  river,  whict^omes  from  Exeter,  Win-? 
nicot  river,  which  comes  through  Greenland,  and  Lamprey  river, 
which  divides  Newmarket  from  Dprham  ;  tl^cfe  empty  into  a  bay, 
four  miles  wide,  called  Great  Bay,  The  water  in  its  further  pro- 
grefs  is  contracted  Jntq  a  lefler  bay,  and  then  it  receives  Oyfter  river, 
which  runs  through  Durham  and  Back  river,  which  comes  fron^ 
Dover,  and  at  length  meets  with  the  main  ftreain  at  Hilton^s  Point. 
The  tide  rifes  into  all  thefe  bays,  and  branches  as  far  as  the  lower 
falls  in  eac.i  river,  and  forms  a  moft  rapid  current,  efpecially  at  the 
feafon  of  the  fre(het§,  when  the  ebb  continues  about  twp  hours 
^      ♦  longer 
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lohgiir  thah  tke  Ao6i ;  and  Were  it  not  for  the  numerous  eddies^ 
formed  by  thi  indefttiilgs^  of  the  (hdrci  the  ferries  would  then  be' 
hnpaiTable. 

At  tht  lower  fills  irt  the  federal  branches  of  the  river,  are  land- 
ing pkciSy  whfertce  lumber  and  other  country  produce  \s  tranfportcd, 
and  veflTcls  br  boats  from  below  difchatge  their  lading  ;  fo  that  in 
leach  rivet"  there  Is  a  eohvtfoient  trading-place,  not  more  than  twelve 
tor  fifteen  mil^  diftant  from  Portfmouth,  with  which  there  is  con- 
Rattt  commtkhicatioh  by  cVery  tide.  Thus  the  river,  from  hs  form 
and  the  fittiatloh  of  its  branches,  is  extremly  favourable  to  the  pur« 
\f6k$  ©f  navigation  aikl  commerce* 

\  toNKBeridttT* 

iThis  riViftr  giv^s  ftartie  to  one  of  the  five  cotohies  of  this  pf  ovince* 
it  rifes  hi  a  fwamp  on  the  height  of  land,  in  lat,  45,  io*  W.  long.  7 1. 
3o*  AiPbet-a  fteepy  coiirfe  of  eight  or  teft  miles,  it  tumbles  over  four 
feparate  falls,  and  turning  weft  keeps  clofe  utider  the  hills  which  form 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  Vale  through  which  it  runs.  The  Amo* 
boofuk  and  Iftael  rivers,  two  principal  branches  of  Conncifticut  riverj^ 
fall  intb  it  from  the  eaft,  between  the  latitudes  44**  and  ^f.  Be* 
tween  the  towns  t>f  Waipolc  on  the  eaftj  and  Weftminfter  on  the 
Weft  fide  of  the  river^  are  the  great  Falls.  A  large  rock  divides  the 
K&eam  intt>  two  channels,  each  about  ninety  feet  wide  on  the  top  of 
the  flictving  bank*  When  the  water  is  low,  the  eaftcm  diannel  ap- 
pears crdfled  by  a  bar  of  folid  tockj  and  the  whole  ftfcam  falls  into 
the  weftem  chanhel,  where  compreflcd  between  two  rocki  fcarcely 
thirty  feet  afunder,  it  ftioots  with  amazing  rapidity  into  ^  broad  bafoti 
below.  Above  iDeerfield  inMafFachufetts  it  receives  Decrfield  river  from 
the  weft,  and  Miller's  river  from  the  eaft,  after  which  it  turns  wefterly  in 
a^nuous  courfe  to  Fighting  Falls^  and  a  little  after  tumbles  oVer  Deer* 
field  Falk,  which  are  iiflpaflablc  by  boats*  At  Windfor  in  Connec* 
ticijt  it  receives  Farmington  river  from  the  weft  5  and  at  Hartftwd 
hieets  the  tide*  From  Hartford  it  parfes  on  in  a  crooked  courfe. 
Until  it  falls  into  LoUjg-Iflaiid  fpundj  between  Saybrook  andt 
Lyme* 

The  k«gth  of  this  river,  in  a  ftraight  line,  .is  netirly  three  hundred 
miles.  Iti  general  courfe  is  feveral  degrees  weft  of  fouth^  It  Is 
from  80  to  too  roods  wide,  13a/  miles  from  its  mouth.  At  itf 
mouth  is  a  bar  of  fand  which  confiderably  obftru6ts  the  navigation. 
Ten  feet  water  at  full  tides  is  found  on  this  bar|  and  the  fame  depth 
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to  Middletott,  The  diftancc  of  the  bar  ff om  this  place,  as  fhe  rWcf 
runs,  is  thirty-fix  miles.  Above  Middleton  are  fevcral  ihoals  which' 
llretch  quite  acrofs  the  river.  Only  fix  feet  water  is  found  oh  the? 
fhoal  at  high  tide,  and  here  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  but  about  eight 
inches.  About  three  miles  below  Middleton  the  river  is  contra(Sicd 
to  about  forty  roods  in  breadth  by  two  high  nwuntains.  Almoft 
every  where  elfe  the  banks  are  low^  and  fpread  into  fine  extenfivc 
meadows.  In  the  fpring  floods,  which  generally  happen  in  May,  thefe. 
meadows  are  covered  with  water.  At  Hartford  the  water  fometime^ 
rifes  twenty  feet  above  the  conimon  lurfaee  of  the^  rivef,  and  having 
all  to  pafs  through  the  above-mentioned  ftrait,  it  is  fometimes  two 
or  three  weeks  before  it  returns  to  its  ufual  bed.  Thefe  floods  add 
nothing  to  the  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river: 
this  bar  lying  too  far  off  in  the  found  to  be  affected  by  them. 

On  this  beautiful  river,  whofe  banks  are  fettled  alnaoft  to  its 
fource,  are  many  pleafant,  neat,  well-built  towns,  which  we  fhaU: 
notice  when  treating  of  the  particular  States  on  which  they  fland. 

This  river  is  navigable  to  Hartford,  upwards  of  fifty  miles  from  itf 
mouth,  and  the4)rGduce  of  the  country  for  two  hundred  miles  above  id* 
brought  thither  m  boats ^  The  boats  which  are  ufed  in  this  bufinefs  are 
flat-bottomed,  long^  and  narrow,  for  the  convenience  of  going  up 
flream^  and  of  fo  light  a  make  as  to  be  portable  in  carts.  They  are 
taken  out  of  the  river  at  three  different  carrying  places^  all  of  which 
make  fifteen  miles. 

Sturgeon,  falmon,  and  fliad,  are  caught  in  plenty  in  th^rr  feafon^ 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  upwards,  except  fl:urgeon,  which  do 
not  afcend  the  upper  falls ;  befides  a  variety  of  iiiiall  fiflv  ^uch  at 
pike,  carp,  pearch,  &c. 

From  this  river  are  employed  feveral  brigs  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  tons  each,  in  the  European  trade  ;  and  about  fixty  or  {eventy 
fail  of  from  fixty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  %)ns^  in  the  W^ft-Indiaf 
trade ;  befides  a  few  fifiiing  vefl^ls,  and  forty  or  fifty  coafting  veiTels. 

In  addition  to  thefe,  there  are  in  this  province  many  other  rivers^ . 
which,  though  inferior  in  point  of  magnitude,  yet  are  worthy  of 
notice,  as  they  afford,  in  many  inftances,  either  excellent  inland  na- 
vigation, or  prefeat  the  means  of  improving  of  it.  As  •  they  add  to 
the  beauty  of  the  country,  and  value  of  the  foil ;  aiid  as  they  furnifli 
fituations  peculiarly  defirable  for  the  eredling  of  mills,  or  the  intro- 
du&ion  of  manufadures,  thefe  we  fhall  notice  when  treating  of  the 

diftcreut 
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different  States  in  which  they  principally  parfue  their  courfc,  or  tate 
their  rife. 

^OPULATIOI^,  CHARACTER,  AND  DIVERSIONS, 

New-Eiiglind  is  the  moft  poflulous  part  of  the  United  States.  It 
totifaintfd,  dtcording  to  the  cenfus  of  1790,  one  million  nine  thou* 
iand  five  hundred  and  t\<rentyJtwo  fouls;  its  prefent  number  of  inhabi- 
tants amounts  at  leaft  to  one  million  three  hundred  thoufand.  The 
great  body  of  thefe  are  landholders  ^nd  cultivator^  of  the  foil,  and  as 
they  poffcfs,  in  fee  iimple,  the  farms  which  they  cultivate,  they  are  na- 
turally all  at^tslch^d  td  their  country ;  the  cultivation  of  the  foil  makes 
them  robull  and  healthy,  and  enables  th6m  to  defend  it. 

New-England  may  with  propriety  be  called  a  nurlery  of  menp 
whence  are  arinually  tranfplanted,  into  other  parts  of  the  United 
States,  thoufands  of  its  natives.  Vaft  numbers  of  them,  fincc  the 
War,  have  emigrated  into  the  northern  parts  of  New- York,  into 
Kentucky,  and  the  Weftern  Territory^  and  ifito  Georgia;  arid 
fome  are  fcattered  into  every  State,  and  every  town  of  note  in  the 
Union. 

The  inhabitants  of  New-England  are  almoft  univerfally  of  Englifli 
defcent ;  and  it  is  owing  to  this  circumftance,  and  to  the  great  and 
general  attention  that  has  been  paid  to  education,  that  the  EngUfli 
language  has  been  preferved  among  them  fo  free  of  corruption. 

The  New-Englanders  are  generally  tall,  ftout,  and  well  built ; 
they  glory,  and  perhaps  with  juflice,  in  poflefling  that  fpirk  of  free- 
dom which  induced  their  anceflors  to  leave  their  native  country,  to 
bfave  the  dangers  of  the  ocean,  and  the  hardfliips  of  fettling  in  ar 
wildernefs.  Their  education,  laws,  and  fituation,  ferve  to  infpire 
them  with  high  notions  of  liberty.  Their  jealoufy  is  awakened  at 
the  firft  motion  towards  an  invafion  of  their  rights.  They'  are,  in- 
deed, often  jealous  to  e^efs ;  a  circumftance  which  is  a  fruitful 
fource  of  imaginary  grievances,  and  of  groundlefs  fulpicions  and 
complaints  againft  government.  But  thefe  ebullitions  of  jealoufy, 
though  cenfuiable,  and  produ6tive  of  fome  political  evils,  lliew  that 
the  eifence  of  true  liberty  exifts  in  New-England  ;  for  jealoufy  is  a 
guardian  of  liberty,  and  a  chara^teriftic  6f  free  republicans.  A  chief 
foundation  of  liberty  and  equality  in  the  New-England  States  is  a  law 
by  which  inteftate  ellates  defcend  to  all  the  children,  or  other  heirs,  in 
equal  proportion,  except  to  the  eldeft  fon,  who  has  two  Iharcs.  In 
X789,  Maflachufetts  aboliflied  this  exception.  In  confequence  of  thefe 
laws,  the  people  of  New-England  enjoy  an  equality  of  cotidition  un- 

JCOOWQ 


14^  GEKERAt;  C'£sC1tl»T10N 

jBioWniiiarty  dtiier  part  of  the  world  :  and  it  h  ir!  this  way  that  th^ 
J)Coplc  have  prefcrved  that  happy  i;nediocrity  among  thefrifdves^ 
which,  by  inducing  economy  and  irtdnftry,  removes' froihi  tiiem 
tcmpt?:tion$  to  luxury,  and  forttis  them  to  habits  of  fobriety  andl 
temperance.  At  tlie  ferae  time,  their  induftry  and  frugality  exempt 
them  from  want^  and  froiri  the  tieceflity  of  fubmitting  td  aiiy  cn-i 
croachmehts  on  their  liberties. 

In  New- England^  learning  is  jiiore  generally  diffufed  imong  alt 
tanks  of  people  thaii  iit  any  other  part  of  the  globo ;  ariiing  from  thd 
excellent  eftablirtiment  of  fchools  in  almoft  every  towhfhip. — ^Iri 
thefe  fchools,  which  are  generally  fupported  by  a  public  tax,  and 
under  the  direction  of  a  fchool  committee,  are  taught  the  elemental 
of  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  in  the  more  wealthy  townsj 
they  have  introduced  the  higher  branches  of  grammar^  geo- 
graphy, &c. 

A  very  valuable  fource  of  iriforttiation  to  the  people  Is  the  newf^ 
papers,  of  which  not  lefs  than  thirty  thoufand  are  printed  every 
week  In  NeW-Erigland,  and  circulated  in  ^moft  every  toWn  and  village 
in  the  country.* 

A  perfon  of  mature  age,  who  cannot  both  read  arid  write,  is 
rarely  to  be  founds  By  mearis  of  this  general  eftabliflimerit  o^ 
fchoolsj  the  extenfive  tirculation  of  hewfpapers,  and  the  corifequent 
fpread  of  learning,  every  townfhip  throughout  the  country  is  fiir-i 
nHhed  with  men  capable  of  conducing  the  affairs  of  their  town  with 
judgment  and  difcretion.  Thefe  men  are  the  channels  of  ^litical 
information  to  the  lower  clafs  of  people  j  if  fuch  a  ciafs  may  be  faid 
to  exift  in  New-England,  where  every  man  thinks  himfclf  ^  leaft  as 
good  as  his  neighbouf^  aftd  believes  that  all  mankind  arc,  or  ought 
to  be,  equal.  The  people,  from  their  childhood,  form  habits  of 
canvaffing  public  affairs,  and  commence  politicians.  This  natu- 
rally leads  them  to  be  very  iriquifitive*  It  fs  With  knovvledge  as  with 
riches,  the  more  a  man  has,  the  more  he  wiflies  to  obtain  ;  his  de-^ 
lire  has  no  bounds.  This  defire  after  knowledge,  in  a  greater  or  lcf$ 
degree,  prevails  throughout  all  claffes  of  people  in  New-England  ; 
and  from  their  various  modes  of  expfeffing  h^  fome  of  whieh  are 
blunt  and  familiar,  bordering  on  impertinence,  ftrangers  have  beeit 

♦  Actordingto  on  itca/at«  <flfi<hate  lafely  made,  it  appears  that  no'  Icfs  than  feventy-; 
Icven  thou^nd  newfpapers  are  printed  weekly  in  the  American  States,  which,  in  ai 
^rear,  would  aroouat  to  upwaids  o£  four  millions^  and  at  four  cents  each  yropUd  make 
Me  haadred  md  ^ty  diouiand  doUars» 

induced 
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In^^ced  tQ  mentioD  imptrtinent  inquijitivenifs  as  a  diftiiigu|(hing  cha* 
.|ra£teri{lic  of  the  New-England  people*  ^But  this  is  true  only  witli 
.|!egard  to  that  clafs  of  peppie»  w^p»  €on|$iie4  to  domeftic  lifp,  have  not 
Jiadan  oppoitunity  of  mingling  with  the  world;  and  fuc^peoplf 
are  pot  peculiar  to  New-England ;  thty  oompofe  a;great  part  of  th^ 
(Community  of  every  ft^te  and  country. 

Before  the  late  war,  which  introduced  iato  New-England  a  floo4 
pf '  corruptions^  with  m^ny  improvements,  the  Sabbath  was  ob« 
ferved  with  great  ftriftn^ls  5  no  unnoce^ry  travelling,  no  fecular 
■bufinefs,  no  vifiting,  no  diverfions  were  permitted  on  that  day. 
They  confidered  it  as  confecrated  to  divine  worfhip,  ^d  were  ge* 
nerally  punAual  and  ferious  in  tl^ir  attendance  upon  it.  Their 
laws  were  firi^  in  guarding  the  Sabbath  againft  every  innovation. 
The  fuppoied  ieverity  with  which  thde  laws  were  compofed  and 
fczecuted,  together  with  fome  oth^r  traits  in  their  religious  charac- 
ter, hjjive  acquired  for  the  NewTEngknders,  (he  name  of  a  fuperfll- 
ftious,  bigoted  people.  But  fuperflition  and  bigotry  are  fo  in- 
definite in  their  ^gniiications,  and  fo  varioufly  applied  by  perfons  of 
different  principles  and  educations,  (hat  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine 
l^heth^r  they  ever  dcfervcd  that  charader.  Leaving  every  perfon  to 
jBnj<^  his  own  opinion  in  regard  to  this  matter,  we  only  obferve,  that, 
fince  the  war,  a  catholic  tolerant  spirit,  occaiioned  by  a 
piore  ENLARGEP  INTERCOURSE  With  mankind,  has  greatly  in^r 
preafed,  and  is  becoming  univerfal ;  and  if  they  do  not  break  the 
proper  bound,  and  liberalize  away  all  true  religion,  they  will  coun* 
tera^  that  fiong  propenfity  in  human  nature,  which  leads  men  to 
vibrate  from  one  extreme  to  its  oppoiite,  and  gain  the  approbation  of 
^very  weH-wilher  of  the  rights  of  mankind. 

There  is  one  diftingiitOiing  cl^ara£keriftic  in  the  religious  chara^er 
of  this  people,  wbicH  we  mnft  not  omit  mentioning ;  and  that  is,  the 
cufloni  of  annually  cefebrating  Fads  and  Thankfgivings.  In  the 
Spring,  the  goveri^ors  of  the  feveral  New-England  States,  except 
Rhode-Iiland,  JiTue  their  proclamation^  appointing  ^  day  to  be  re^? 
}igiou(ly  obferved  in  fi^fting,  humiliation,  and  prayer  thcoughout 
their  refpeftive  States,  in  which  the  predominating  vices,  that  par* 
ticularly  call  for  humiliation,  are  enumerated.  In  autumn,  after 
harveft,  that  gladfome  era  in  d^e  huibiandman's  life,  the  governors 
again .  iiTue  their  proclamations,  appointing  a  day  of  public  thankf- 
giving,  enumerating  the  public  bleffings  received  jn  the  courfe  of  the 
foregoing  year. 
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This  pious  cuftom  originated  with  their  venerable  anccftofs,  tho 
firft  fettlcrs  of  New-England,  and  has  been  handed  down  through 
the  fucceffivc  genei*ations  of  their  pofterity.  A  cuftom  fo  rational, 
and  fo  happily  calculated  to  cberifli  in  the  minds  of  the  people  a 
ienfe  of  their  dependence  on  the  Great  Benefactor  of  the  world 
for  all  their  bleflings,  it  is  hop/sd  will  ever  be  prefervcd. 

The  people  of  New-Eagland  generally  obtain  their  eflates  by  hard 
and  perfevering  labour:  they  of  cpnfequence  knpw  their  vialufl, 
and  fpend  with  frugality.  Yet  in  no  country  do  the  iqdigent  ^nd 
unfortunate  fare  better.  Their  laws  oblige  every  town  to  priovide  a 
competent  maintenance  for  their  poor,  and  the  neceffitous  ftranger  is 
]>rote£tedy  and  relieved  by  ^eir  humane  inftitutions.  It  may  in 
truth  be  faid,  that  in  no  part  of  the  world  are  the  peoples  happier, 
l)etter  furnifhed  with  the  neceflaries  and  convenicncies  of  life,  of 
nK>re  independent,  than  the  farmers  of  New-England.  As  the 
great  body  of  the  people  are  hardy,  independent  freeholders,  their 
manners  are,  as  they  ought  to  be,  congcn.ial  to  jtheir  employnient, 
plain,  fimpie,  and  unpoliihed.  Strangers  are  received  and  enterr 
tained  among  them  with  a  grpat  dpal  of  artlefs  finctrity,  amd  friendly 
-unformal  hofpitality.  Thejr  children,  thofe  imitation  creatures^  to 
whofe  education  particular  attention  js  paid,  early  imbibe  the  man- 
ners and  habits  of  thofe  around  th^ip  ;  and  the  ftranger,  with  plea? 
fure,  notices  the  honeft  and  decent  refpe£b  thalt  is  paid  him  by  the 
childreu  as  be  p^ffes  through  the  country. 

>  As  the  people,  by  reprefentatipn^  make  their  own  laws  and  ap* 
point  their  own  officers,  they  cannot  be  oppreflfed ;  and  living  under 
governments  which  have  few  lucrative  places,  they  have  fipw  ipotiypg 
to  bribery,  corrupt  canvaflings,  or  intrigue^  Real  abilities  s^nd  a 
moral  charader  unblemifhcd  arjC  the  quali^pafions  requifite  x^i  the  view 
©f  moft  people,  for  officers  of  public  jruft.  Thp  expreffion  of  a  wifli 
to  be  propnoted,  is,  infomepartsofNewrEngJand,  jhe  4ireft  W^y  ^Q 
be  difappointei^. 

The  inhabitants,  in  forpe  parts  of  New  England,  are  generally 
fond  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  and  have  cultivated  thepn  with  great 
fuccefs.  Their  colleges  have  flouriflied.  The  illuftrioi;s  chara6^ers 
they  have  produced,  who  have  diftinguiflied  themfelves  in  politics, 
law,  divinity,  the  mathematics,  ^nd  philqfpphy,  natural  and  civil 
biftory,  and  in  the  fine  arts,  particularly  poetry,  evince  the  truth  of 
tbclc  obfcrvatiops^ 

The 
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'  The  women  in  New-Eiigland  generally  have  fair,  frefii,  and 
liealthful  countenances,  mingled  with  much  female  foftneiS  and  de« 
licacy.  Thofe  who  have  had  the  advantages  of  a  good  education, 
an  J  fifty  art  numerous^  are  genteel,  eafy,  and  agreeable  in  their  man* 
ners,  and  are  fprightly  and  fenfible  in  their  converfation.  They  are 
early  taught  to  manage  domeitic  concerns  with  neatnefs  and  economy. 
Women  of  the  firft  rank  and  fortune  make  it  a  part  of  their  daily  bu- 
jaefs  to  fuperintend  the  affairs  of  the  family.  Employment  at  theneedle^ 
cookery,  and  at  the  fpinning  wheel,  with  them  is  honourable.  Idle- 
nefs,  even  in  thofe  of  independent  fortunes,  is  univerfally  difrepu- 
table.  The  women  in  country  towns  manufacture  the  greateft  part 
of  the  cloathing  of  their  families.  Their  linen  and  woollen  cloths 
are  ftrong  and  decent.  Their  butter  and  cheefe  is  not  inferior  to  any 
in  the  world. 

Dancing  is  the  principal  and  favourite  amufement  in  New-Eng- 
land J  and  of  this  the  young  people  of  both  fexes  are  extremely  fond« 
Gaming  is  pra6bifed  by  none  but  thofe  who  cannot,  or  rather  will 
not,  find  a  reputable  employment.  The  gamtfttr^  the  horft  jockty^ 
and  the  knan^tj  are  equally  defpifed,  and  their  company  is  avoided 
hy  all  who  would  fuftain  fair  and  irreproachable  characters. 

The  athletic  and  healthy  diverfions  of  cricket,  foot  ball^  qudits, 
wrefiling,  jumping,  hopping,  foot  races,  and  prifon  bars,  are  uni* 
-vcrfally  praCtifed  in  the  country,  and  fome  of  them  in  the  moft  po- 
pulous places,  and  by  people  of  almoft  all  ranks. 

Squirrel-hunting  is  a  noted  diverfion  in  country  places,  where  this 
.  kind  of  game  is  plenty :  fome  divert  themfelves  with  fox-hunting,  and 
lotberswith  the  more  profitable  fports  of  fiihing  and  duck-hunting;  and 
in  the  frontier  fettlements  where  deer  and  fur  game.abound,  the  inha- 
bitants make  a  lucrative  fport  of  huntmg  them.  In  the  winter 
feafon,  while  the  ground  is  covered  with  fnow,  which  is  commonly 
two  or  three  months,  fleighing  is  the  general  diverfion.  A  great 
part  of  the  families  throughout  the  countiy  are  furniihed  with  horfes 
andfleighs* 

HISTORY  OF  ITS   SETTLEMENT,  &c. 

New-England  was  difcovered  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century, 
and  called  North^Virginia ;  the  firft  European  fettlement  was  formed 
in  i6q8  ;  this  firfl  colony,  which  was  weak  and  ill-diredted,  did  not 
fucceed,  and  for  fome  time  after  there  were  only  a  few  adventurers  who 
went'over  at  times  in  the  fummer,  built  themfelves  temporary  huts 
jbt  the,  purp^  of  trftclipg  with  the  iavages,  and»  like  tnem,  difap- 
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pctrcd  agaifr  for  the  reft  6{  the  year;  but  fanaticifm,  which  had 
depopulated  America  m  the  South,  was  dcftincd  to  re-people  it  io 
the  North*  N^w-England  owes  its  regular  fettlerocfnt  to  reKgionJ 
perfeciJtion,  Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  reformation  in 
England,*  which  was  not  until  the  year  1534*  the  Proteftants  were 
divided  into  two  parties,  one  the  followers  of  Luther,  and  the 
Other  of  Cahin.  The  former  had  choferi  gradually,  and  almoft  im» 
perceptibly,  to  recede  from  the  Church  of  Rome;  while  tlie latter, 
tnoTt  afealoUs^  and  convinced  of  the  importance  of  a  thorough  rc- 
fbmiation^  and  at  the  fame  time  pofleffing  much  firmnefs  and  high 
notions  of  religious  liberty,  was  for  efleftirtg  a  thorough  change 
at  once.  Their  confequent  eirdeavours  to  expunge  from  the  church 
adl  the  inventions  which  had  been  brought  into  it  fince  the  days  of 
the  Apoftles,  aad  to  introduce  "Scripture  purity ,'*  obtained  for 
them  the  name  of  IPuhitans, 

A  number  of  thefe  people,  upon  the  borders  of  Nottinghamfltire, 
Lincolnfhire,  and  Ybrkfhire,  having  fuffered  perfecntion  patiently 
for  years,  and  fearched  the  Scriptures  diligently,  were  at  length  fully 
'of  opinion,  that  the  ceremdnm  of  the  Englifti  church  were  uniaw/ki; 
that  the  lordly  power  of  her  prelates  was  contrary  to  the  freedom  of 
the  gofpcl  \  and  that  her  offices,  courts,  and  canons,  had  na  warrant 
in  the  w©rd  of  God.  They  determined,  therefore,  to  ihake  off 
human  impofitions>  brought  into  the  church  againfl:  the  fupetior 
law  of  ChriHj  the  genius  of  his  plain  religion  and  Chrli|ian  Bbcrty* 
They  refolved,  as  the  Lord's  free  people,  **  to  join  tbemfthes  hy  covenafU 
**  into  a  church  Jiate ;  anJ^  agreeably  to  prefent  or  future  kho^ledge^ 
•*  to  walk  in  all  the  niuays  ofGod^  according  to  their  hejl  ahlitteSj'what* 
**  ever  it  coj  them,^*\ 

The  affembly,  owing  to  the  diftance  of  habitations,  was  obliged 
to  form  itfelf  into  two  diflind^  religious  focietles;  the  one,  with 
which  is  our  concern,  foon  had  for  its  paftor  the  famous  Mr.  John 
Robinfon.  The  church  kept  together  about  a  year  5  butbeing^ep 
tremely  harafled  by  perfccution,  concluded  upon  removing  ta  Hoi^ 
land.  The  pioti^  rcftigees  repaired  to  and  fettled  at  Amflerdani ;  but 
after  a  while  removed  to  Lcyden;  where  they  were  highly  rc- 
,fpe£ted,  and  would  have  been  allowed  fome  public  favour,  had  ft 
bot  been  fof  fear  of  offending  England.    By  hard  and  contmued  !«• 

bour 

*  Such  was  the  rapid  growA  of  theTroteftant  iBtereft,  fliat  m  156  j,  only  iorty-fix 
ytan  after  die  cottuneucemeiit  of  ihe  refaruMtioa  hj  LutheivthMe  4rtM  is  France  aktfi^ 
4Wi»  Ih^uiuui  one  hundred  and  fifty  aiTembtits  of  Proteftants. 

f  Prince's  New-Ei^Uod  Chrondogy,  Part  I.  p.  4. 
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Wur  tbey  obtained  a  }iviDg.  The  Dqtcb  emfJojred  tliem  before 
ethers,  for  their  honeft  and  exemplary  behaviour,  and  readily  tnifted 
them  when  in  want  of  money.  Matters,  however,  were  n^t  alto* 
{ether  to  their  mind ;  and  fome  of  the  mod  feniible  in  1617  Ikgaa 
to  think  of  another  removal.  It  wa(  imagined,  that  if  a  better  an^ 
eaiier  place  of  living  could  be  had,  numbers  would  join  them.  The 
morals  of  the  Dutch  were  too  diffolute,  and  they  were  afraid  that 
their  offspring  would  become  irreligious.  Befide,  they  had  an  ar** 
dent,  noUe,  and  godly  deiire,  of  laying  a  foundation  for  fpreading 
the 'religion  of  Jefus  over  the  remote  regions  of  the  earth,  and  of 
handing  down  to  future  ages,  what  they  thought  to  be  the  fme  and 
-unadulterated  worfliip  of  the  great  Jehovah.  They  therefore  di« 
reded  their  views  to  America.  To  thofe  who  objected— the  length 
and  danger  of  the  voyage,  the  difficulties  and  calamities  to  which 
they  'ihould  be  expofed,  the  barbarities  and  treacheries  of  the  In- 
dians, and  their  inability  to  fupport  the  expence— it  was  anfwered^ 
«*  The  difficulties  are  not  invincible,  and  may  be  overcome  by  for- 
titude and  patience ;  the  ends  propofed  are  good  and  honourable  | 
the  calling  lawful  and  urgent ;  the  bleffing  of  God  may  therefore 
be  expected.  We  live  but  as  exiles  now,  and  are  in  a  poor  condl* 
tion*  The  truce  with  the  Spaniards  is  haftening  to  a  clofe*  No* 
thing  but  preparations  for  war  are  going  forward.  The  Spaniards 
may  be  as  cruel  as  the  favages  ;  and  famine  and  peftilence  may  be  as 
fore  in  Holland  as  in  America.'' 

After  ferious  anil  folemn  application  to  God  for  direction,  they 
concluded  on  carrying  the  proposal  of  croffing  the  Atlantic  into  exe- 
cution, intending  to  live  in  a  diftin^t  body  by  themfelves,  under 
the  general  government  of  the  Virginia  Company,  and  to  fue  to  his 
Diaje^,  King  James,  i(iv  fuU  Uherty  and  freedom  of  confclence. 

The  Virginia  Company  granted  them  a  patent,  with  as  ampl^ 
privileges  as  they  could ;  but,  notwithftanding  the  great  intereft 
made  by  gentlemen  of  the  firft  chara^er,  and  by  the  chief  fccretary 
of  ftate,  the  king  and  bishops  refiifed  to  allow  the  refugees,  though 
at  the  difiance  of  three  thoufand  miles,  liberty  of  conicience  under 
the  royal  feal.  All  they  could  obtain  from  his  majefty,  was  a  pro- 
mile  that  be  would  connive  at,  and  not  moleft  them,  provided  they 
carried  tbemielves  peaceably  1  but  he  would  not  tolerate  them  1^ 
bis  public  authority.  Upon  ^  this  occafion  it  was  wifely  obfervedi 
^  If  his  m^efly's  promife  is  no  fecurlty,  a  further  confirmation 
will  be  of  little  value ;  though  it  has  a  feal  as  broad  as  the  hou(e« 
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floor,  it  will  not  fcrvc  the  turn,  for  there  will  be  means  eno^ 
found,  when  wanted,  to  recall  or  rcvcrfe  it ;  and  we  muft  reft 
herein  on  God's  Providence."  This  reafoning,  and  the  hope  of 
being  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  ecclefiaftical  courts,  prevailed. 
They  refolved  to  venture ;  and,  after  long  Attendance,  much  coft 
and  labour,  obtained  a  patent* 

They  agreed,  that  the  minor  part  of  younger  and  ftronger  men, 
with  Mr.  Brewfter,  an  elder  of  the  church,  ihould  go  firll,  and 
that  their  paftor,  Mr.  Robinfon,  Ihould  remain  behind  with  the  ma- 
jority, for  a  future  favourable  opportunity. 

The  colony  deftined  for  America  failed  from  Delft-Haven  for 
Southampton  on  the  aid  of  July,  1620,  and  there  met  a  (hip,  having 
fome  Englifti  friends  on  board,  who  proppfed  removing  with  them. 
Both  vefTels  proceeded  to  fea,  but  returned  twice  into  port,  on  ac- 
count of  defe6l;s  in  the  one  from  Delft,  which  was  difmiiled. 
Part  of  the  company  returned  to  London,  the  remainder  betook 
themfelves  to  the  fltip,  and  failed  from  Plymouth  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember. After  many  delays,  difficulties,  and  dangers,  they  made 
Cape  Cod  at  break  of  day  on  the  9th  of  November,  and  entered  the 
harbour  on  the  loth. 

It  was  their  intention  to  have  fettled  at  the  mouth  of  Hudfon's 
river;  but  the  Dutch,  intending  to  plant  a  colony  there  of  their 
own,  privately  hired  the  mailer  of  the  fhip  to  contrive  delays  in 
£n|;land,  and  then  to  conduct  them  to  thefe  northern  coails,  and 
there,  under  pretence  of  flioals  and  winter,  to  difcourage  them  from 
venturing  to  the  place  of  deftination.  This  is  confidently  aiTerted 
by  the  hiftorlans  of  that  time.  Ahhough  Cape  Cod  Harbour  was 
good,  the  country  around  was  fandy  and  barren.  Thefe  were  dif- 
couraglng  circumilances ;  but  the  feafon  being  far  advanced,  they 
prudently  determined  to  make  the  beft  of  their  prefent  fituation. 

As  they  were  not  within  the  limits  of  their  patent,  and  con- 
fequently  not  under  the  jurifcjiftion  of  the  Virginia  Company, 
they  concluded  it  neceflary  to  eftabjiih  a  fcparate  government 
for  themfelves.  Accordingly,  before  they  landed,  having  de- 
voutly given  thanks  to  God  for  their  fafe  arrival,  they  formed 
themfelves  into  a  body  politic,  by  2i/$!emv  contra^,  to  which  they  all 
fubfcribed,  thereby  making  it  the  bafis  of  their  government.  They 
chofe  Mr.  John  Carver,  a  gentleman  of  piety  and  approved  abili- 
ties, to  be  their  governor  for  the  firft  ye^,  'J'liis  waf  oh  th^  Uth 
©f  November,  i6jto,   *  . 

Their 
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•f  heir  next  objeft  was*to  fix  on  a  convenient  place  for  fetdement* 
In  doing  this  they  were  obliged  to  encounter  numerous  difficulties, 
and  to  fuffer  incredible  hardfliips.  Many  of  them  were  lick  in  con-  ' 
feqnence  of  the^fatigues  of  a  long  voyage ;  their  provifions  wew 
bad — the  feafon  was  uncommonly  cold — ^the  Indians,  though  after- 
wards friendly,  were  now  hoftil^ — and  they  were  tinacquaintcd  with 
the  coaft.  Thefe  difficulties  thfey  furmounted,  and  on  the  31ft  of 
December  they  were  all  fafely  landed  at  a  place,  which,  in  grateful 
commemoration  of  Plymouth  in  England,  the  town  which  they  laft 
left  in  their  native  land,  they  called  Plymonth.  This  is  the  firft 
Engliih  town  that  was  fettled  in  New-England. 

In  fome  of  their  excurfions  in  fearch  of  a  fuitable  place  for  fet* 
tlement,  they  found  buried  feveral  balkets  of  Indian  corn,  to  the 
amount  of  ten  bufhels,  which  fortunately  ferved  them  for  planting 
the  next  fpring,  and  perhaps  was  the  means  of  pi-efervipg  them  from 
periftiing  with  hunger.  They  made  diligent  inquiry  for  the  owners, 
whom  they  found,  and  afterwards  paid  the  full  value  of  the  com. 

Before  the  end  of  November,  Sufanna,  the  Wife  of  William 
White,  was  delivered  of  a  fon,  whom  ;hey  called  Peregrine  ;  he  is 
fuppofed  to  have  been  the  firft  child  of  European  extradtion  bom  ia 
New-England. 

The  whole  company  that  landed  corififted  of  but  one  hundred 
and  one  fouls;  their  fituation  was  diflreffing,  and  their  profpeft 
tmly  difmal  and  difcouraging.  Their  neareft  neighbours,  except  the 
natives,  were  a  French  fettlement  at  Port  Royal,  and  one  of  the 
Englifb  at  Virginia.  The  neareft  of  thefe  was  five  hundred  miles 
fiom  them,  and  utterly  incapable  of  aflfording  them  relief  in  a  time 
of  famine  or  danger.  Wherever  they  turned  their  eyes,  diftrefs 
was  before  them.  Perfeciited  for  religion  in  their  native  land- 
grieved  for  the  profenation  of  the  Sabbath,  and  other  licentioufnefs 
in  Holland — fatigued  by  their  long  and  boifterous  voyage— difap- 
pointed  through  the  treachery  of  their  commander  of  their  expe6^ed 
country — forced  on  a  dangerous  and  unknown  fliore,  in  the  advance 
of  a  cold  winter — furfounded  by  hoftile  barbarians,  without  an)r 
hope  of  human  fuccour — denied  the  aid  or  favour  of  the  court  of 
England— without  a  public  promife  of  a  peaceable  enjoyment  of 
their  religious  liberties — ^wom  out  with  toil  and  fufferings,  and 
without  convenient  (helter  from  the  rigours  of  the  weather.— 
\  Such  were  the  profpeds,  and  fuch  the  fituation  of  thefe  pious  foli* 
taiy  Chr;i^ians  \  and,  to  add  to  their  diftrefles,  a  general  and  very 

mortal 
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iBortal  fickoeft  prevailed  among  tbem,  whkb  fw«pt  off  forty-fix  of 
their  number  before  the  opeoing  of  the  next  fpring*  To  (x^ppon 
fhem  noder  thefe  trials,  they  had  need  of  all  the  aids  and  comforts 
which  ChriiHanity  afifords ;  and  thefe  were  fuifident.  The  free  an4 
linnaoleftcd  enjoyment  of  their  religion  reconciled  them  to  theiff 
bumble  and  lonely  fituation — ^they  bore  their  hardihips  with  unex- 
ampled patience,  and  perfevered  in  their  pilgrimage  of  almoft  un« 
paralleled  trials,  with  fuch  refignation  and  calmnefs,  as  gave  proof  of 
great  piety  and  unconquerable  virtue. 

It  would  have  been  aftonifliing,  had  not  thefe  planters  carried 
with  them  opinions  favourable  to  liberty.  The  arbitrary  proceedings 
of  Elizabeth  and  James  produced  a  fpirit  of  inquiry,  and  induced 
the  fufferers  and  others  to  canvafs  the  equity  of  thofe  powers  which 
were  fo  imprc^riy  exercifed.  When  the  film  of  prejudice  was  re- 
inoved,  k  was  eafy  fo  difcern  that  tyranny,  whether  in  c/jurch  or 
Jf/iUf  could  not  be  viiniicated  by  reafon  or  revelation;  and  that 
Heaven's  permitting  it,  was  no  nu)fe  a  countenance  to  that  than  any 
other  wickednefs*  Belide,  the  Flymouthians  had  lived  for  years' 
9smoog  a  people,  who  had  been  engaged  in  a  bloody  war  with  a  cruel 
unrelenting  tyrant,  whofe  fovereignty  they  had  renounced.  The 
frequent  converfation  that  muft  have  pafled  between  the  Dutch  and 
Engliili  refugees,  muft  have  improved  the  attachment  of  the  lafk 
to  the  caufe  of  freedom.  It  might  alfo  have  been  hiht/ed  to  then^ 
4hat  it  began  to  be  the  fentiment  of  fome  Englifli  nobles  and  princi- 
|>al  ^nunoners,  that  in  cafe  of  a  removal  to  America,  perfons^ 
without  any  charter  from  the  crown,  were  ^t  liberty  to  eftablift 
wixat  form  of  government  they  pleafed,  and  to  fet  up  a  new  ftate, 
lu  fully,  ty  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  though  they  were  making 
their  firil  entrance  into  civil  fociety. 

No  wonder  tlicn,  efpecially  confidering  the  general  equality  pre- 
vailing among  them,  that  the  Flymouthians,  by  their  contrad  before 
landing,  formed  themfelves  into  a  proper  democracy ;  and  that  it  was 
^  -entered  b  the  Plymouth  records  of  1636,  «  Finding,  that  as  free* 
•^orn  fubje^s  pf  the  ftate  of  England,  we  hither  came  with  all  and 
fingular  the  privikges  belonging  to  fuch  ;  in  the  6rft  place  we  thinjc 
,^0^  that  it  be  eftablifti^ d  lor  an  ad,  that,  according  to  the  rights, 
fupp»£ed  to  he  vMnting^  and  due  privileges  of  the  fubjeAs  aforefaid, 
jio  impofition,  law,  or  ordinance,  be  made  or  impofed  upon  us  at 
jprcfent,  or  to  come;  but  fuch  as  ihaH  be  made  and  impofed  by 
4^nfpat,  according  tojbe  free  liberties  of  free-born  iubje£lsof  the 
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ftate  and  kingdom  of  Englasd,  and  no  otberwife."  They  meant  to  cotk 
tinue  their  allegiance  to  the  crown — ^to  retain  their  connexion  with  the 
mother  country — to  adopt  the  general  laws  of  England  for  the  rule 
of  government,  wherein  they.fiiitcd — and  to  be  governed  by  their 
own  particular  a6ks  in  other  inftances. 

A  better  fet  of  emigrants  never  croiTed  the  Atlantic ;  **  they  were 
a  plain,  frugal,  indaftri©us,  confdentious,  and  loving^pcople ;  and, 
for  the  day  in  which  they  lived,  and  confidcring  their  education, 
polTefled  a  good  (hare  of  politencft.  The  important  light  in  which 
they  viewed  morality,  led  them,  in  many  inllance*,  to  fuch  critical 
exa^nefs,  as  would  be  deemed  by  the  modems  ridiculous ;  from 
thcflce^  however,  the  community  derived  fubftandai  benefits.  They 
have  been  ftigmatifed  as  enthufiafls,  but  nothing  like  enthufiafm  is 
to  be  met  with  in  the  records  of  any  of  their  tranfa6tions,  either 
civil  or  ecclefiaftic.  Their  piety  indeed  was  eminent  and  fervent, 
but  it  was  alfo  rational,  and  their  religion  was  that  of  the  Bible,  and. 
Tiad  a  proper  influence  upon  their  condu6k.'* 

On  the  3d  of  November,  1620,  King  James  figned  a  patent,  in* 
torporating  the  Duke  of  Lenox,  the  Marquiiles  of  Bnckmgham  and 
Hamilton,  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and  Warwick,  Sir  Francis  Gorges, 
wiA  thirty-four  others,  and  their  foccefibrs,  ftiling  them,  *  The 
council  cftabiifbed  in  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  for  the 
planting,  ruling,  ordering,  and  governing  of  New-England  in  Ame- 
rica/ To  this  council  he  granted  all  that  part  of  America  which  lies 
between  the  40th  and  48th  degrees  of  north  latitude.  This  patent 
18  the  great  cMl  hafis  of  all  the  grants  and  patents  by  which  New- 
England  was  afterwards  divided.  This , council  retained  the  powe^ 
vefted  in  them  by  the  crown  umil  die  year  1635,  when  they  refigned 
their  charter. 

In  March,  1621,  MafalToit,^  one  of  the  moft  powerful  Saga- 
thores  of  the  neighbouring  Indians,  with  iiitty  attendants,  made  a 
rifit  to  the  Plymouth  fettlers,  and  entered  into  a  formal  and  very 
friendly  treaty  widl  them,  wherein  they  agreed  to  avoid  injuries  oH 
both  fides<^to  puniih  offi^ders^-to  reftore  ilolen  goods— to  affift 
eadi  other  in  lill  juftifiabfe  wars— to  promote  peace  among  theit 
neighbours,  &c.— •Mafaflbit  and  his  fucceflbrs,  for  fifty  years,  in- 
.  Vitdablj  obferved  this  treaty.    The  Eiiglifh  ait:  mtich  indebted  ta 

*  TIm  (eat  of  MaliBoSc  was  at  Pa}(»<^t,  on  Namgikct  riveri  which  empties  vca» 

him 
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Jiira  for  Ut  friendlkip,  and  his  memory  will  ever  be  refpe£led  m 
Kew-£ogIand. 

The  Narraganfcts,  difliking  the  conduft  of  Mafaflbit,  declared 
war  againft  him»  which  occaiioned  much  confufioQ  and  fighting 
among  the  Indians.  The  Plymouth  colony  interpofed  in  favour  of 
Mafaflbit^  their  good  aliy»  and  terminated  the  difpute,  to  the  terror 
of  their  enemies :  even  Canonicus  himfelf,  the  terrific  Sachem  of 
the  Narraganfets,  fued  for  peace. 

The  prudent^  friendly,  and  upright  condu6l:  of  the  Plymouth  co» 
lony  towards  their  neighbours,  the  Indians,  feciired  their  friendfliip 
^d  alliance*  On  the  13th  of  September,  1621,  no  lefs  than  nine 
Sachems  declared  allegiance  to  King  James ;  and  MaMbit,  with 
laaany  of  his  Sub-Sachems»  who  lived^  around  the  bays  of  Patuxent 
and  MafTachufetts,  fubfcribed  a  writing,  acknowledging  the  King  of 
England  their  mqficr.  Thefe  tranfa^ions  are  fo  many  proofs  of  the 
peaceful  and  benevolent  difpoiition  of  the.  Plymouth  fettlcrs ;  for 
had  they  been  otherwife  difpofed,  they  never  could  have  introduced 
and  m^ntained  a  friendly  intercourfe  with  the  natives. 

On  the  10th  of  September  this  year,  the  king  granted  to  Sir  Wil* 
liam  Alexander  a  patent  of  all  the  tra^t  of  country  bounded  by  a 
line  drawn  from  Cape  Sables  to  the  Bay  of  St.  Mary ;  thence  to 
the  river  St.  Croix  ;  thence  north  to  Canada  river ;  down  the  rivci: 
Gachcpe ;  thence  fouth-eaft  to  Cape  Breton  ifland  and  Cape  Breton  ; 
thence  round  to  Cape  Sables;  with  all  feas.  and  iflands  within  fix 
leagues  of  the  weilern  and  eaftern  pants,  and  within  forty  leagues 
fouthward  of  Cape  Breton  and  Cape  Sables  j  to  be  called  Nova 
Scotia* 

This  year,  1622,  died  Squanto,  the  friend  of  the  Englifii,  who 
merits  to  have  his  name  perpetuated  in  hiflory.  Squanto  was  one 
of  the  twenty  Indians  whom  Hunt  perfidioufly  carried  to  Spain ; 
whence  he  came  to  London,  and  afterwards  returned  to  his  native 
country  with  the  Pljrmouth  colony.  Fprgetting  the  perfidy  Of  thofe 
who  mad^  him  a  captive,  he  became  a  warm  friend  to  the  Englilh,' 
and  continued  fo  to  the  day  of  his  death.  A  few  days  before  he  died, 
he  defired  the  governor  to  pray  that  he  might  go  to  the  Englilhman'a 
God  in  heaven. 

In  March,  1624,  Mr.  Winflow,  agent  for  the  colony,  arrived^ 

and,  together  with  a  good  fupply  of  cloathing,  brought  a  iull  and 

three  heifers^  which  were  the  firft  cattle  of  the  kind  in  this  part  of 

America.    From  thefe,  and  others  that  were  afterwards  brought 
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oyer  from  England,  fprj^ng  the  prefent  multimdc  of  cattle  in  the  . 
porthern  fliates.    None  of  the  domeflic  animals  were  found  in  Ame- 
rica by  the  firft  European  fettlers. 

At  the  clof^  of  this  year,  1624,  the  plantation  at  New-Plymouth 
conlifted  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  perfons,  who  lived  in  thirty-two 
dwelling  houfes.  Their  flock  was  a  few  cattle  and  goats,  and  a 
plenty  of  fwine  and  poultry.  Their  towVi  was  impaled  about  half  a 
mile  in  compafs.  On  a  high  mount  in  the  town  they  had  ercdted  % 
fort  of  wood,  lihie,  and  ftone.  Sand  a  handfome  watch  tower. 

The  year  1625  is  diftinguiflied  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr.Ror* 
binfon  ;  he  died  at  Leyden  in  March,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  truly  a  great  and  good  man,  and  lived  in  great  love  and  hs:r- 
tnony  with  his  people ;  he  was  held  in  high  eflimation  by  all  his 
acquaintance,  for  his  learning,  piety,  moderation,  and  excellent  ac- 
complifhmentsv  His  death  was  lamented  as  a  public  lofs,  and  fel^ 
by  none  more  than  by  his  beloved  and  far-diftant  people  at  Ply- 
mouth.  His  fon  Ifaac.weilt  over  to  Plymouth,  where  he  lived  to  the 
age  of  ninety  years.  His  defcfendant?  flill  live  in  Barnftable  county, 
in  MalTachufettS. 

Afier  the  death  of  Mr.  Robinfon,  the  remaining  part  of  his  con- 
gregation were  extreinely  defirous  of  going  over  to  their  friends  at 
Plymouth,  and  meafurcs  Were  taken  for  the  purpofe ;  y^t  it  yras  not 
until  the  year  1629  that  they  effe^ed  their  defign. 

ThtPlymouthians  having  cleaiedthe  way  for  other  fufferers  to  fettle 
in  America,  with  Icfs  difficulty  and  danger  than  what  they  had 
experienced ;  the  fame  of  their  plantation  fprcading  through  the 
weftern  parts  of  England,  and  the  government  in  church  and  (late 
growing  more  and  more  oppreffivej  the  territory  of  the  MaflaChu- 
fctts-Bay  was  purchafed  of  the  Plymouth-Council,  in  the  year  162^, 
and  a  company  foon  formed,  who  confulted  on  fettling  a  plantation, 
to  which  non-conforming  puritans  might  emigrate  in  order  to  enjo^ 
their  own  principles  in  full  fecurity.  Their  bufferings  had  been 
moderated  for  a  few  years  before  Elizabeth's  death.  The  queen  was 
far  advanced  \n  life ;  the  next  heir  to  the  crown  was  a  prefbyterian, 
who  had  fubfcribed  to  the  Scotch  national  covenant,  and,  with  hands 
uplifted  to  heaven,  had  pronounced,  "  The  Scotch  kirk  the  pureft 
in  the  world,  and  the  fervicc  of  the  kirk  of  England  an  evil  feid  maf^ 
in  Engliih,  that  wants  nothing  of  the  mafs  but  the  liftings  :'*  he  had 
interceded  for  fome  of  the  perfecuted  minifters ;  and  the  bifhops 
were  cautious  of  ading  againft  a  party,  for  whom  King  James  had 
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declared  r  but  upon  his  afccnding  the  throne,  the  fears  of  the  tfg» 
church-Tieh  and  the  hopes  of  the  non-conformifts  weie  foon  ended^ 
It  was  not  long  before  the  king  became  in  the  church  a  furious  per- 
fecutor  of  the  non-cortformifls,  and  in  the  ftate  as  errant  a  dcfpot  z9 
his  cowardice  would  allow.  In  ftigmatizing  for  puritans,  all  who* 
flood  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  oppofcd  hi^arbitrary  government^- 
though  ftrenuous  churchmen,  he  firengthened  the  caufe  of  the' 
ehurch-puritans :  the  former,  called  by  way  of  diflindion  ftatc-puri^ 
tans^  joiiirng  the  hittQry  both  together  became  at  length  the  majority 
^f  the  Aation^ 

Still  the  tinltes  ^ere  not  meiVderf;  and  the  death  of  James  i!nadc' 
tv-ay  for  their  becoming  much  worfe.  Charles  took  for  his  bofom 
eounfellor,  in  religious  affaifSy  Bifliop  Laudy  the  moft  urrqualifiect 
perfoo  for  the  purpofe  of  any,  to  be  found  in  the  three  kingdoms  ? 
he  alfo  refigned  himfelf  up  to  the  moft  arbitrary  coui:^ife. 

The  lowcrfwg  profpedt  thickened  apace  -,  the  Maflachu^tts  Com*' 
f  iany,  therefore,  provided  a  fafe  retreat  itt  feafonv  They  applied 
immediately  to  the  improvement  of  their  purchafcd  tarritoly,  and 
fent  out  Captain  John  Endicott  and  others?,  with  fervant-s,  to  begin  ar 
pjantation,'  who  arrived  at,  what  is  now  named,  Salem.-  They  fooff 
after  petitioned  for  a  royal  charter^  hoping  that  their  e^iftence  and 
powers  -^oukl  fee  thereby  fecured  and  promoted.  They  fucceededy 
and  on  the  4th  of  March,  1629,  a  charter  of  incorporation  was 
granted^  making  them  a  body  politic,^  by  the  name  of  •*  The  Go- 
Vernor  and  Company  of  the  MafTachufetts-Bay  in  New-England/' 
with  as  full  powers  as  any  other  corporation  in  the  re^lm  of  Eng- 
land, The  grant  and  fale  of  the  Plymouth-Council  was  confirmed. 
Till  the  aiinual  eleftion  by  the  company  could  commence,  thfe 
gotemory  deputy-governor,  and  eighteen  alEftants  were  fpecified^ 
The  mode  of  governing,  and  of  admitting  freemen  was  prefcribed. 
They  were  ««iipowered  to  eletft  and  conflituto  fuch  other  officers/ 
as  might  be  thought  requrfite  for  the  managing  of  their  affairs;  and 
to  make  lav^s  afid  ordinances,  not  contrary  to  the  laws  and  flatutes 
of  the  realmy  for  the  good  of  the  faid  company,  and  the  government 
of  their  lands  and  plantation^  and  the  inhabitants  thereof.  They 
were  allowed  to  tranfport  perfons,  whether  fubjeds  or  flrangers^ 
weapqns,  merchandife,  &c.  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding 
— fuch  was  the  difpenfing  power  the  king  affumed.  He  alfo  ex- 
empted them  from  paying  cuilom  or  fubfidy  for  feven  years :  the 
jovemor  and  company,  their  fa&ors-and  afligQS,  vvere  to  pcy  ncitlier 
z  that 
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i^tt  Bor  any  tajces  in  Ncw-England  for  the  feme  fpacc,  M  were /reed 
from  duties  upon  goods  imported  or  exported  for  twenty-one  years, 
^except  the  old  five  p^r  cent,  ciifiom  upon  imports  after  the  expi- 
ration of  the  feven  years.  All  his  majefty's  fubjedts  going  to  and 
inhabiting  the  company's  lands,  together  with  their  children,  were 
to  enjoy  all  the  liberties  of  fret  and  natural  fubjftAs,  within  any  of 
Jiis  dominions,  the  fame  as  though  born  in  England.  Befide,  the 
governor  and  company  were  intruded  with  the  power  of  making 
kws,  ordinances^  &c«  not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England  5  of  fet- 
tling the  government  and  magiftracy  of  the  plantation  and  its  inha- 
bitants; .of  naming  all  the, officers;  and  of  fettijig  forth  their  feveral 
jduties,  powi^rs,  and  limits ;  and  the  king  comn^nded  that  all  fuch 
laws,  .prdinaacefi,  &c.  (hould  be  puWiftied,  in  writing,  under  the 
common  feal  of  the  company,  and  thereupon  be  carefully  obferved 
and  put  into  execution,  according  to  their  true  meaning.  The 
charter*  does  not  once  mention  liberty  ofconfcience  or  toleration  ; 
though  pne  f  hiftonan  has  inadvertently  advanced^  that  "  free  li- 
berty of  confcien.ce  was  iikewife  granted  to  all  who  fliould  fettle  in 
the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  x<^  worfliip  God  in  their  own  way ;"  and 
another,  J  **  the  charter  granted  toleration  to  all  Chriftians,  except 
papifts."  Tbe  afl^rtioi^s  apply  ionly  to  Jhe  ,charter  granted  by  King 
Williapi  and  Queen  Mary, 

The  cpmpaijy,  in  the  exercife  of  their  chartered  powers,  deter* 
pined,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1629,  that  a  governor  apd  council  of 
twelve,  refiding  on  the  plantation,  fliould  have  the  fole  ordering  of 
its  affairs  and  government.  They  appointed  Captajn  Endicott  gor 
yernof,  and  feven  gentlemen  going  from  England  to  be  counfellors, 
and  directed  how  the  otl)er  live  flipul^  be  elected,  together  \yith  4 
ideputy-goverpor  and  fecretary, 

Mtffrs.  Higginfon,  Skelton,  Bright,  Johj^  and  Samuel  Browne, 
were  pf  the  feven  copnfcliofs  nqminated  by  the  company.  The 
three  firft,  bejng  mii^ifters,  had  declared  themfelves  to  be  of  one 
judgment,  and  to  be  fully  agreed  in  thr  manner  how  to  exiercife 
their  miniflry.  The  company's  committee  in  their  letter  to  Gover- 
nor Endicott,  expreiTed  good  hopes'  on  account  of  it,  and  at  the 
f^e  time  recommended  Meflrs.  John  and  Samuel  Browne  as  m^q 


*  Sec  the  Charter  in  Hutchinfon's  Colfc£tion  of  Papers,  p.  i—ri  j. 

f  NeaJc's  Hiftory  of  the  Puritans,  410.  Vol.  I.  p.  543. 

1  Hutchin<bn*s  Hirtory  of  the  Maflachufetts-Bajr,  Vol.  ^I.  p.  3. 
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"Whom  tbey  much  rcfpe<5!tcd,  being  fully  pcrfuaded  of  their  fincti't 
affections  to  the  good  of  the  plantation.*  The  minifters  and  paf- 
fcngers  were  cpifcopally  inclined  when  they  left  England,  though 
they  could  not  conform  to  many  ceremonies  and  cuftoms,  nor  fub- 
iDit  td,  what  they  judged,  different  corruptions,  impofed  upon  their 
^onfciences  by  the  king  and  prelates ;  they  were  alfo  ftrongly  pre- 
judiced againft  the  feparatifts,  in  which  clafs  the  Plymouthians  were 
^  numbered;  but  long  before  they  arrived,  or  even  failed^  a  Doctor 
V  IFuUer,  a.  deacon  of  the  church  at  Plymouth,  and  well  verfed  in  its 
difcipline,  having  been  fent  for  on  account  of  a  fatal  ficknefs  which 
broke  6ut  among  the  emigr^ants  after  their  arrival  at  Salem,  had, 
by  his  convcrfation  with  Captain  Endicott,  taken  off  the  ill  effe<Et  of 
common  report,  and  brought  him  to  think  favourably  of  the  outward 
form  of  worfhip  efpoufed  by  the  Plymouthians.  The  influence  of 
the  doctor's  intercourfe  with  the  Salem  fettlcrs  cannot  be  thought 
to  have  been  confined  to  the  captain.  When  the  bufinefs  of  orga- 
nizing a  church  was  brought  forward  after  the  arrival  of  the  coun- 
fcllors,  the  matter  was  frequently  canvafled,  and  at  length  it  was  de- 
termined to  form  it  nearly  upon  the  plan  of  the  one  at  Plymouth,  and 
ta  invite  the  latter  to  be  prefent,  by  their  meflengers,  at  the  brdi^ 
nation  of  the  minifters  Meffrs.  Skelton  and  Higginfon.  Notwith- 
llanding  crofs  winds,  the  Plymouth  pefTengers  were  time  enough 
to  give  the  right  hand  of  fellowfhip,  by  which  ceremony  the  two 
churches  profelTed  mutual  affection  and  communion. 

While  things  were  thus  fettling  on  the  continent,  Mr.  Matthew 
Craddock,.  the  governpr  in  England,  propofed  at  the  general  court, 
that  for  the  advancement  of  the  plantation,  the  encouragement  of 
perfons  of  worth  and  quality  to  tranfplant  themfelves  and  families, 
and  other  weighty  reafons,  the  government  of  the  plantation  fliouM 
be  transferred  to  its  inhabitants,  and  not  be  contia'ued  in  fubordi- 
natjon  to  the  company  at  Lx>ndon  :  the  matter  was  debated,  and  it 
was  agreed,  that  the  perfons  prefent  fliould  ferioufjy  confider  the 
bufinefs  againft  the  next  general  court ;  it  was  a^fo  requefted,  that 
they  would  in  the  mean  while  condu6t  themfelves  with  fuch  privacy 
that  the  affair  might  not  be  divulged.  At  a  month's  end  they  met, 
and  agreed,  that'the  government  and  patent  fliould  be  fettled  in  New- 
England,  if  it  could  be  done  legally. 

*,  Suffolk  Recordr, 

The 


6F    NEW-ENGLAND.  I9 

^Tht  advice  of  council  was  ordered  to  be  taken,  and  it  was  con* 
fidered  how  to  execute  the  proje6ted  removal  without  offending 
governnlent. 

On  the  20th  of  0<9x)berthe  company,  at  a  general  court,  proceeded 
toa  neweleftion  of  officers,  who  were  to  repair  to  and  fettle  ih 
New-England.  They  cholfe  for  governor  John  Winthrop,  Efq.  of 
Groton,  in  Suffolk,  a  gentleman  well  known  for  his  piety,  liberality^ 
wifdom,  and  gravity.  The  bufinefs  of  transferring  the  patent  and 
corporation,  and  of  taking  over  new  fetders,  was  profecuted  with 
vigour*  This  enterprifc  produced  a  general  rumour,  as  its  extent 
and  magnitude,  the  number  and  principles  of  the  perfons  engaged  in 
it,  opened  upon  the  public.  The  intentions  of  the  parties  being 
fufpeded,  and  jealoufies  arifing  concerning  them,  ^  Governor  Win- 
throp, and  other  gentlemen,  to  remove  prejudices,  conciliate  the 
minds  of  the  difeffefted,  and  recommend  themfelves  and  their 
expedition  to  the  fevourable  regards  of  all  ferious  Chriftians  of  the 
epifcopal  perfuafion,  addrefled  their  brethren  in  and  of  the  Church 
of  -England,  and  aften^'ards  failed  from  Yarmouth  in  the  Ifle  of 
^Vlght,  to  America,  April  7,   1630.. 

The  company  arrived  at  Salem  on  June  12,  and  foon  after  were 
in  number  more  than  fifteen  hundred  perfons,  from  different  coun- 
ties in  England.  They  applied  themfelves  early  to  the  forming  of 
churches;  but  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton,  who  went  from  Bofton  in  Lin- 
colnfliire,  to  take  leave  of  his  departing  friends  at  Southampton, 
having  Md  them  to  adyife  with  the  Plymouthians,  and  to  do  nothing 
•  to  offend  them,  and  a  precedent  exifting  in  the  church  at  Salem, 
they  difmifled  all  the  peculiarities  of  epifcopacy,  and  preferred  the 
congregational  mode  in  general.  However,  they  had  no  fettled 
plan  of  church  difcipline,  till  after  the  arrival  of  Mr*.  Cotton  in  1633, 
who  was  confidered  as  a  kind  of  oracle  in  both  civil  and  facred  mat- 
ters, and  gradually  moulded  all  their  church  adminiftrations,  and 
thus  determined  the  ecclefiafticai  conftitution  of  the  colony. 

From  this  time  New-England  began  to  flourifh.  Settlements  were 
fuccefsfuUy  enterprized  at  Charleflon,  Bofton,  Dorchefter,  and 
other  places,  fo  that  in  forty  years  from  this  period,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  towns  were  fettled,  and  forty  churches  were  ga- 
thered. 

The  Laudian  perfecution  was  con  duelled  with  unrelenting  feve- 
rity ;  and  while  it  caufed  the  deftru(5tion  of  thoufands  in  England, 
proved  to  be  a  principle  of  life  and  vigour  to  the  infant  fettlements  in. 

America 
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America^  Several  men  of  eminexKre  in  ^ngland^  who  were  ih^ 
firknds  and  protedors  of  the  Puritans,  entertained  defigns  of  fettling 
in  New-Engla^d,  if  they  flioAld  fail  in  the  meafqres  they  were  purr 
fmag  for  the  eftablifhnient  of  the  liberty,  apd  the  reforni^tion  of  the 
religion  of  thejr  own  coiy^try.  They  folicit^d  and  ob^ine4  grants  in 
New-England,  aad  were  at  great  pains  in  fettling  them.  Among 
thefe  patentees  were  the  Lord^  Brook,  Say  and  Seal,  t^p  Pelhams^ 
the  Hampdens,  and  the  fyms ;  names  which  afterwards  appeared 
jvith  great  eclat.  Sir  Matthe^y  Boynton,  Sir  WiUiam  Conftable,  Sir 
Arthur  Haflerig,  and  Oliyer  Crom^yeJl,  jirere  aftually  upon  th^ 
jKMnt  of  embarking  for  Nevy-Engl^^  when  Archbiibop  Laud,  un: 
wilJing'that  fo  njany  otjjedl^  of  hi?  h^tr^d  fliould  be  removed  out  of 
the  reach  of  his  povyer,  applied  for^  and  pbtained  an  order  from  the 
jcourt  \o  put  a  ftop  to  thefe  tranfportations.  However,  he  was  nqt 
able  to  prevail  fo  far  as  to  hinder  Ngw-Eiigland  froni  receiving  yaft 
additions,  as  well  of  the  clergy,  who  were  filenced  and  deprived  of 
their  living  foi;  non-cpnformity,  a?  of  the  laity  who  adhered  to  theif 
opinions. 

It  was  in  the  fpringpf  thjs  year,  1630,  that  the  great  conspi? 
|iACY  was  entered  intq  by  tlte  Indians  in  all  parts,  from  the  Narra-^ 
'  ganfets  round  to  the  eaflward,  to  extirpate  the  Engl^flv  The  co- 
lony at  Plymouth  was  the  principal  obje(ft  of  this  confpiracy;  they 
well  knew  that  if  they  could  effect  the  deftruftion  of  Plymouth,  the 
infant  fettlement  at  MaiTachufetts  would  fall  ^n  eafy  facrifice.  They 
}aid  their  plan  with  much.  art.  Under  colour  of  having  ^me 
diverdon  at  Plymouth,  they  intended  to  have  fa^llen  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  thus  to  have  effeded  their  defign.  But  their  plqt  vyas  dif- 
ciofed  to  the  people  of  Charlefton  by  Johi^  Sagamore,  ar^  Indian, 
who  had  always  been  a  great  friend  to  the  Englifli.  The  treacher- 
ous defign  of  the  Indians  alarmed  the  Englifla,  and  induced  them  to 
■cre6t  forts  and  mauitain  guards,  to  prevent  any  fuch  fatal  furprize 
in  future.  Thefe  preparations,  and  the  firing  of  the  great,  guns^  fo. 
terrified  the  Indians,  that  they  difperfed,  relirK][uiflied  their  defign, 
and  declared  tliemfelves  the  friends  of  th^  Englifh. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  color\y  pf  Maffachufetts,  until  the. 
emigration  ceafcd,  through  a  change  of  ^ffairs  in  England,  in  1640, 
there  arrived  in  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  velTels,  about  twenty- 
one  thoufand  tvio  hundred '  fettlers,  men,  women,  and  children,  or 
four  thoufand  families,  but  they  did  not  all  confine  themfelyes  to  the 
ilafiachufetts.    Thefe  fcttlers  were  no  lefs  ihrenuous  for  their  owa 

particular, 
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|>arficular  rights  and  advantages  than  the  Plymonthbns.  When,  there- 
fore, the  governor  and  company  removed  from  London  to  the  ^7afia» 
chufetts,  they  renounced  the  appearance  of  a  corporation,  and  af* 
^med  the  form  of  a  commonwealth,  varying,  as  it  firitcd  thcnv 
from  the  dire^ons  of  the  charter.  The  change  or  place  and  circum* 
ilances  prevented  their  keeping  to  it  hi  certain  inibinces,  though  nut 
in  others  ;  but  they  cotild  ealily  fatisfy  therafelves  as  to  any  viola- 
tions, for  "  they  apprehended  thertiiehres  iubjc£i^  to  no  other  \kW9 
t>r  rules  of  gwernmenr,  than  what  arofe  from  natirral  reafon  and  th^ 
principles  of  equity,    except  any  polltivc  rules  from  the  word  o^  , 
God.***     Perfons  of  influence  among  them  held,  that  birth  was  rtcf 
hcceflaiy  ca«fe  of  fubjedion  ;  for  that  the  fubjed  of  any  priiKC  or 
ftate  liad  a  natural  right  to  remove  to  any  other  ftate  or  quarter  of 
the  world,  when  deprived  of  liberty  of  confcience,  and  that  upoil 
fuch  I  emoval  his  fubjediori  ceafed.    They  called  their  own  a  voluiw 
tary  civil  fubjedion,    arifing  merely  from  a  mutual  coropaA  be- 
tween them  and  the  king,  founded  upon  the  charter.     By  this  cx)m* 
pa<^  they  acknowledged  chemfelvcs  bound,  fo  that  they  could  not 
be  fubjedt  to,  or  feek  proteAion  from,  any  other  prince,  neither  oouki 
make  laws  repugnant  to  thofc  of  England,  &c.  but,  pn  the  other 
hand,  they  maintained  that  they  were  to  be  governed  by  laws  made 
by  themfelves,  and  by  officers  of  their  own  eleding.f     They  meant 
to  be  independent  of  Englifli  parliaments,  and  therefore,  when  their 
intimate  friends  were  become  leading  members  iu  the  Houfe  of  Coiw- 
inons,    and  they  were  advifed,   on  account  of  the  great  liberty  to 
which  King  Charles  left  the  parliament,  to  fend  over  fome  to  folicit 
lor  them,  and  had  hopes  given  that  they  might  obtain  much,  the  go- 
vernor and  affiftants,  after  meeting  in  council  wpon  the  occafion, 
♦*,  declined  the  motion,  on  this  confi deration,  that  if  they  Ihouldput 
themiclves  under  the  protection  of  the  parliament,  they  muft  then  be 
fubje(5t  to  all  fuch  laws  as  they  fhould  make,  ot  at  lead  fuch  as  they 
might  impofe  upon   them,  rn  which  cafe,  though  they  fliould  in- 
tend their  good,  yet,  it  might  prove  very  prejudicial  to  them."^ 

Whatever  approbation  fuch  fentimefits  may  meet  wMih  from  the 
friends  of  liberty,  thefe  muft  regret  the  inconliftencics  to  which  ha- 

*  Hutcbitrfm's  Letter  of  December  7,  1762. 

f  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory^  vol.  I.  p.  251,  and  252, 

J  Extralft  from  Governor  Wimhrop's  MS.  Hift»  y# 

ninn 
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njan  nature  is  fubjcd,    ia  thofe  very  pcrfoni  whofe  cxjptrknct^ 
ihoold  have  taught  them,  to  do  unto  others,  as  they  would  that  others 

-  fcould  have  done  unto  them,  when  they  themfelves  were  fiiffering 
under  the  relentlefs'  hand  of  arbitrary  government.  But  what  is 
man  f  So  early  as  the  fecond  general  court  after  the  arrival  of  the 
governor  and  company,  held  May  i8,  1631,  inftead  of  refolving  to 
admit  all  the  fuitable  and  deferving  to  a  generous  participation  of  their 
freedom,  they  pafled  th^  pernicious  and  dijingenuous  order,  "  For  timt 
t^comty  'no  manjhall  he  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  this  body  politic^  hut 

^  fucb  as  are  members  of  fame  of  the  churches  njjithin  the  limits  of  the 
fameJ**  They /con  after  concluded,  that  none  but  fuch  Ihould  Ihare 
in  the  adminiflration  of  civil  government,  or  have  a  voice  in  any  elec- 
tion. Thus  a  powerful  and  mifchievous  alliance  was  formed  between 
the  churches  and  the  ftate.  The  afcendency  of  the  clergy  was  fecured 
and  much  increafed,  for  no  one  could  be  propofed  to  the  church  for 
a  member,  unlefs  the  minifter  allowed  it.  The  minifVers  were  con- 
fulted  by  the  general  court  in.  all  matters  of  great  moment ;  and  no- 
thing was  determined  in  fuch  cafes,  without  a  formal  reference  to 
them,  who,  as  might  be  expeded,  ufed  their  influence  with  the 
people,  to  procure  an  approbation  of  the  meafures  which  they  diem*' 
felves  had  advifed.f 

In  May,  1634,  inftead  of  the  freemen's  appearing  perfonally  in 
the  general  court>  they  for  the  firft  time  fent  deputies,  to  the  num- 
ber of  twefity-four.  This  was  a  variation  from  the  charter,  which 
gave  no  power  to  admit  reprefentatives.  Thefe,  with  the  governor, 
deputy  governor,  andaffiftants,  formed  the  legiflature  of  the  colony, 
met  and  voted  together  in  one  apartment  till  March  1644,  when  it 
was  ordained,  that  the  governor  and  afliftants  (hould  fit  apart : 
and  thus  commenced  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  as  a  diftinft 
body. 

Tlie  general  court  alTumed  fpiritual  jurifdi<9:ion.  Being  church 
members,  tliey  might  fuppofe  they  reprefented  the  churches,  no  lefs 
than  the  colony.  They  would  approve  of  no  churches  after  a  certain 
period,  March  8,  1636,  unlefs  they  had  the  approbation  of  the  ma- 
giftrates  and  elders  of  moft  of  the  churches  within  the  colony,  nor 
would  admit  to  freedom  any  of  their  n?embers.  They  prefied  colo- 
Bial  uniformity  in  religion,  till  they  became  persecutor?, J    What- 

*  Maflhohufetts  Records,  vol.  I. 

f  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory,  vol.  I.  p.  454. 

J  Maflkcliufptts  Rccjids,  in  rrany  places. 
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fever  apology  may  be  marfc  for  the  treatment  given  to  Episcopal 
LiANs,  Baptists,  and  Quakers,  the  colony  cannot  be  cleared  from 
Ihe  charge  of  perfecutldg ;  that,  however,  will  not  judify  thofe  who 
perfecnte  with  reproaches  and  ill-will  the  prefent  generation,  now 
reprobating  the  intolerance  of  their  forefatheri,  which  at  that  period 
was,  more  or  lefs,  the  ftain  of  mod  religious  parties. .  "  It  was  not 
peculiar  to  the  Maflkchufetts  people  to  think  themfelves  bound  in  con-*, 
jciencc  to  ufe  the  fwoVd  of  the  civil  magiftrate  to  convince,  or  cut  off 
heretics,  that  fo  they  might  not  infe<5t  the  church,  or  injure  the 
public  peace/**  The  true  grounds  of  liberty  of  confcience  were  not 
then  known  or  embraced  by  many  fefts  of  Chriftians. 

The  government  of  MafTachufetts  was  in  divers  refpe£ts  abfolutc. 
Both  raagiftrates  and  general  court  often  judged  and  puniihed,  in  a 
lummary  way,  without  a  jury,  according  to  difcretion,  as  occafions 
occurred.  It  was  four  years  before  it  was  enacted  or  ordered,  that 
ho  trial  fli'otitd  pafs  upon  any  for  life  or  baniftiment,  but  by  a  jury 
of  freemen  :  and  within  three  years  after,  that  law  was  violated 
even  by  the  general  court.  They  exercifed,  while  fitting,  legifla- 
tive,  judicial,  and  executive  powers — a  practice  which  muft  ever  be 
dangerous  to  the  rights  of  a  people,  even  wheii  allowed  to  their  own 
annual  reprefentativcs. 

The  countiy  at  length  grew  nneafy  at  thefe  proceedings ;  were 
tufpicious  that  the  general  court  affedted  arbitrary  government,  and 
'eameftly  expected  a  body  of  laws  to  dire£t  and  protect  them  ih  all 
their  juft  rights  and  privileges. f  It  was  the  more  n^ceflary  to  comply 
with  the  prevailing  expedtation,  for  the  bufinefs  had  been  long  in 
agitation  ;  hot  only  fo,  but  a  great  ihajority  of  the  inhabitants  were 
Mot  freemen,  hot  b^ing  niembers  of  the  congregational  churches,  or 
declining  to  take  up  their  freedom,  in  order  to  fecute  an  exemption 
irom  fervihg  in  civil  offices.  It  was  not,  till  1648,  that  the  body  of 
laws  were  digefted  and  printed. 

The  cohdu6t  of  the  colony  on  the  ohe  hand,  and  the  ihveteracy 
of  the  Englifli  adminiftration  on  the  other,  would  certainly  have 
produced  a  revocation  of  the  charter,  and  probably  the  ruin  of.  the 
plantatioui  had  not  the  difttirbances  in  England  prevented.  It  became 
a  favourite,  upon  tht  change  that  followed  them  j  and  while  Oliver 
Cromwell  ruled,  met  with  the  utmofl  indulgence..    From  1640,  to 

*  Mr.  John  Calendar's  Century  Sermon.    . 

f  Maflachufetts  Rccordi  for  the  4th  of  Novenxber,  1646,  vol.  I. 

Vol.  II.  F  1660, 
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1660,  It  approached  very  near  to  atf  independent  commonv^cal  A**  'Tht 
Houfe  of  Commons^  in  a  memorable  refolve  of  the  ioth  of  March^ 
1642,  pafTed  in  favour  of  it,  gives  New-England  the  title  of  kingdom,  f 
The  commifSoners  for  New-England,  fent  over  by  King  Charles  It. 
aflert  in  their  narrative,  J  that  the  colony  folicited  CromwfeU  to  be  de- 
clared a  free  Ibtc,  which  is  not  unlikely. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  all  the  perfons  paffing  over 
to  the  Maflachufetts  did  not  confine  themfelves  to  that  colony. 

In  1635,  feveral  families  removed  to  Connedicut  river,  by  mu- 
tual agreement  with  their  fellow  emigrants  that  remained  behind. 
Plantations  were  fonued  at  Hartford,  Windfor,  and  Weathers  field* 
The  inhabitants  being  foon  after  fully  fatisfied  that  they  were  out  of 
the  Maflachufetts  limits,  and  of  courfe  jurifdi6tion,  entered  into  A 
combination  among  themfelves,  became  a  body  politic,  without  re- 
ftraining  the  freedom  of  their  civil  government  to  the  memberfliip  of 
iheir  churches,  and  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  magiftrates  andrepre^ 
ifentatives.  By  the  articles  of  government,  it  was  determined  that 
there  fliould  be  annually  two  general  courts,  and  that  no  perfon 
Ihonld  be  chofen  governor  more  than  once  in  two  years.  But  it  muft 
be  obferved,  that  the  fame  year,  in  which  the  families  removed  from 
the  Maflachufetts,  Lords  Say  and  Brodte,  with  other  gentlemen, 
having  obtained  a  grant,  John  Winthrop,  Eiq.  was  appointed  ^over-^ 
nor,  took  pofleffion  of  Connefticut  river,  and  began  to  ere<a  a  fort, 
which  he  called  Say-Brooke,  to  fecure  the  mouth  of  it.  He  was  fup^ 
plied  with  men,  provifions,  and  all  things  neceflTary,  byaveflTelfrom 
England,  fent  by  the  grantees,  which  arrived  the  latter  end  of  No-» 
vember.  Some  of  the  grantees  had  in  conteniiplation  the  tranfport- 
ing  themfelves,  families,  and  effecTtS,  to  the  territory  they  had  ob- 
tained >  but  the  defign  of  emigrating  was  laid  afide,  when  jSfiatters 
began  to  take  a  new  turn  in  their  native  country,  and  at  length  the 
agent,  Mr.  Fenwicfc,  was  authorized  to  difpofe  of  their  lands,  which 
were  purchafed  by  the  people  who  had  removed  from  the  Mafla- 
chufetts. 

Two  large  fhips^  arrived  at  the  Maflachufetts  Bay  in  1637,  with 
paflengers  from  London.  Great  pains  were  taken  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  remain  in  {he  colony ;  but  they  hoped  by  removing  to  a  con- 
fiderable  diftaricey  to  be  otit  of  the  reiach  of  a  general  governor,  with 

*  Hutchinfon's  Hi'ftory,  voU  11.  p.  2  and  3. 

f  Xb,  vol.  I,  ]).  1 1 5. 

f  Hutchinfon's  Colle(5lion,  p.  420.  , 

whom 


OF  Uew-england,  35 

^om  th«  country  was  then  threatened.  They  fent  to  their  fricndi 
in  Conncfiiqut  to  purchafe  of  the  natives  the  lands  lying  betweea 
them  and  Hudfon's  rivejr.  They  laid  the  foundation  of  a  flouriQi^ 
lug  colony,  of  which  New-Haven  was  the  capital.  They,  as  Con- 
neftkut,  formed  a  government,  much  like  the  Maflachufetts,  by  ^ 
voluntary  agreement,  without  any  charter,  or  coqipniffion,  or  autho- 
rity whatfoevcr,  from  the  crown  or  ojher  powers  in  England.  They 
^admitted  no  one  to  any  oiEce,  civil  or  ipilitary,  or  to  have  a  voice  in 
any  ele^lion,  except  he  was  a  member  of  one  of  the  churches.in  New* 
England.     They  had  no  jury,  cither  in  civil  or  criminal  cafes. 

Connecticut  and  New-Haven  continued  t^o  di(lin<5t  colonies  for 
many  years.  At  length  the  general  court  of  Connecticut  determined 
to  prefer  an  addrefs  and  petition  to  Charles  II.  profeffing  their  fub- 
jeCtion  and  loyalty  to  his  Majefly,  and  foliciting  a  royal  charter, 
and  John  Winthrop,  Efq.  who  had  been  chofcn  governor, '  was  ap- 
pointed to  negociate  the  affair  with  the  king.  He  fucceedcd,  and  a 
royal  charter  was  obtained,  April  23,  1662,  conftituting  the  two 
colonies  for  ever  one  body  corporate  and  politic.  New-Haven  took  ' 
the  affair  ill,  and  for  fome  time  declined  the  union.  But  diffi^ 
culties  were  amicably  fettled  at  laft,  and  the  colonies  united  by 
agiecment. 

The  royal  charter  eftabli(hed  a  kind  of  democracy  j  every  power, 
as  well  deliberate  as  adtive,  was  inverted  in  the  freemep  of  the  cor? 
poration  of  their  delegates,  and  the  colony  was  under  no  obligation 
to  communicate  the  a6ts  of  their  local  legiflature  to  the  king.  It  was 
the  fame  as  to  the  royal  charter,  granted  the  next  year  to  Rhode- 
,  Jfland  and  Providence  Plantations. 

Thus  the  peopling  of  thefe  colonies  >yas  o^ing  chiefly  to  the  Pu? 
ritan  Miniflers,  who,  being  filenced  at  home,  repaired  to  New- 
England,  that  they  might  enjoy  liberty  of  confcience,  and  drevy 
after  them  vaft  numbers  of  their  friends  and  favourers.  They 
amounted  to  feventy-feven  before  1641,  and  though  all  were  not 
pecfons  of  the  greatefl  learning  and  abilities,  they  h^d  a  better  fhare 
of  each  than  moA  of  ^beir  neighbouring  clergy  at  that  period,  an4 
were  men  of  eminei>t  fobriety  and  virtue,  plain,  ferious,  affec« 
tionate  preachers,  exactly  conformable  to  the  dpCtrines  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  laboured  much  to  promote  a  reformation  of 
manners  in  their  fevcral  pariflies.  Many  planters,  who  accompa- 
nied or  followed  them,  were  gentlemen  of  conliderable  fortunes, 
and  of  no  mean  eiducation^  who  Ipent  their  eftates  in  New-England, 
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and  were  at  the  charge  of  carrying  over  many  poor  fanoilics,  thaj 
were  not  able  of  themfelvcs  to  bear  the  expcnce.*  The  body  of 
laity  and  clcr^,  colledively  confidered,  furnifhes  fuch  a  glorious  con? 
llellation  of  charaders,  as  wopld  employ  the  pen  of  a  firft-rate  writer 
to  do  them  juftice,  notwithftanding  what  has  bcei^  above  ^emarKed  of 
their  governmental  iniftakes. 

Tbp  dangers  to  ^vhich  the  New -England  colonics  were  early  cx- 
pofed,  induced  them  to  think  of  confederating  for  their  mutual 
lafety.  Articles  w^re  drawn  up  in  1638,  but  they  were  not  finifhe^ 
and  ratified  till  the  feventh  of  September,  1 6^1.3,  from  which  time  we 
are  to  look  upon  Plymouth,  Maflachufetts,  Conne<Sticut,  and  New- 
Haven,  as  one  t)ody,  in  regard  to  all  public  tranfa£tions  with  their 
neighbours,  though  the  private  affairs  of  each  colony  were  ftill  ma- 
naged by  their  own  courts  and  magiftrates. 

By  thefe  articles  of  confederation,  a  Congrefs  was  formed^  confining 
of  iwocommiffiopep  froni  each  colopy,  who  were  chofen  annually,  • 
and  when  met,  were  confidered  as  the  reprefentatives  of  *'  The 
United  Colonies  of  New-England."  The  powers  delegated  to  the 
comm}flioners  were  much  the  fame  as  thofe  veiled  in  Congrefs  by 
the  articles  of  confederation,  agreed  upon  by  the  United  States  ii^ 
17^8.  The  colony  of  Rhod^-Ifland  would  gladly  have  joined  in  thia 
confederacy,  but  MafTachufetts  refufed  to  admit  their  commiffioners. 
This  union  fubfifled,  with  fome  few  alterations,  until  the  year  1686, 
when  all  the  charters,  except  that  of  Connecticut,  were,  in  effe£l, 
vacated  by  a  commiffion  from  James  II. 

We  now  proceed  to  confidcr  the  fettlcment  of  the  other  New« 
England  colonics. 

Mr.  Roger  Williams^  who  fucceeded  Mr.  Skelton  upon  his  dc- 
ceafe,  as  paftor  of  the  church  at  Salem,  having  bepn  baniftied  from 
the  MafTachufetts,  repaired  with  twelve  companions  to  the  Narra- 
ganfet  country  in  163;,  and  had  land  given  him  by  the  Indian 
Sachem  Canonicus,  of  whoiji  he  afterwards  purchafed  the  large 
trad,  lying  between  Pawtucket  and  Pawtuxet  rivers,  the  Great 
Falls  and  the  Little  Falls,  as  the  Indian  names  fignify,  ancj  ftiled  it 
Provi'ence,  "  from  a  fenfe  of  God's  merciful  Providence  to  him  in 
his  diftrefs."  The  authority  and  power  of  Miantonomy,  another 
Sachem,  and  his  Uncle  Canonicus,  awed  all  the  Indians  round  to 
alFiil  him  and  his  few  aflbciates.     When  the  determinations  of  the 

^  Ncsl*>  Hiftory  cf  Ncw-Enjland,  vol.  I.  p.  214  and  217. 
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Maflachiifetts  general  court,  occafioncd  by  what  they  calkd  aDtioo* 
mian  dilputes,  baniflicd  many,  and  induced  others  to  leave  the  cot 
lony,  the  heads  of  the  party  were  entertained  in  a  friendly  nnanncr 
by  Mr.  Williams,  who  advifod  them  to  feck  a  fcttlemcnt  on, 
Rhode- lihind,  and  was  very  inftrumdntal  in  orocuring  it  firoiy  the  lur 
dian  Sachems. 
,  They,  to  the  number  of  eighteen.  Incorporated  themfelvcs,  voA, 
began  fettling  the  ifland.  The  plantations  there  and  at  Provii 
<lence  increafed  apace,  owing  to  the  liberal  fentiments  of  the  firH 
itttlers  ;  and  in  1 643,  Mr.  Williams  came  to  England  as  agent,  an4 
obtained  an  abfolute  charter'  of  incorporation  of  Providence  and 
Rhodc-Illand  plantations,  empowering  them  to  govern  themfelvcs 
by  that  form  they  might  voluntarily  agree  upon.  They  agreed 
upon  a  democratic?  Mr.  Williams  juftly  claims  the  honoiu*  of  bav-r 
ing  been  the  firft  legiflator  in  the  world,  in  its  latter  ages,  who  ef- 
feiftually  provided  for,  and  eftabliflied  a  free,  fiiU,  and  abfoKite  li- 
berty of  confcience.  This  was  the  chief  caufe  that  united  the  inha- 
bitants of  Rhode-Ifland  and  thofe  of  Providence,  and  made  them 
one  people,  and  one  colony.  The  foundation  principle  on  which 
this  colony  was  firft  fettled,  was,  that  "  every  man  who  fubmit* 
peaceably  to  the  civil  authority,  may  peaceably  worlhip  God  accor- 
<ling  to  the  di6tates  of  his  own  confcience  without  moleftation.*'  And 
when  the  colony  was  applied  to  in  1656,  by  the  four  United  Colo- 
nies, **  to  joiri  them  in  taking  cffedhial  methods  to  fupprefs  the 
Quakers,  and  prevent  their  doctrines  being  propagated  in  the  coun- 
try ;"  the  aflembly  returned  for  anfwer,  *♦  We  (liall  ftridly  adhere 
CO  the  foundation  principle  on  which  this  colony  was  iirft  fettled.** 

In  July  8th,  1663,  Charles  11.  granted  an  ample  charter,  whereby 
the  colony  was  made  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  by  the  name  of 
the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  EngUJb  Colony  of  Rhode  JJkihd  and 
Providence  Plantations  in  Nenxj^England  in  America,  The  chatter  re- 
ferved  only  allegiance  to  the  king,  withput  the  fmallcil  fliare  of  tha 
legiflative  oy  executive  powers.  • 

A  writ  of  ([uo  warranto  was  ilTucd  out  againft  the  colony,  which 
was  brought  June  a6,  1686.  The  aflembly  determined  not  to'ftan<t 
iuit.  After  the  revolution,  they  were  allowed  by  government  to  rc- 
fumc  their  charter,  no  judgipent  having  been  given  againft  it. 

New-Hampihire  and  the  Main  wer^  /ettled  about  the  fame  time 
with  the  Maflachufetts,  the  fornier  by  Captain  John  Mafon,  and 
the  latter  by  Sir  R.  Gorges,  who  had  obtained  grants  of  land  fron^ 
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th^  Plymouth  CouoQil,  fwwj  whofe  views  w^rq  to  enrich  thcmfclvfitf, 
\yy  the  fiM^g  trade  at  fea,  aqd  the  beaver  trade  on  Hiore,  R^ligioa 
)i^  little  concern  ifi  the  fettlemente ;  but- it  had  tome  in  the  planta- 
tion of  Exut^r,  on  the  xiver  Pafcataqaa,  which  was  began  by  Mr, 
Wheelwright,  a  nninifler'  baniihed  from  the  Maflachufetts,  on  ac* 
count  of  the  antinomian  diifeniioas  with  which  the  colony  was  con« 
«rulfed^and  by  a  number  of  his  adherents.  They  formed  themfelves^  into 
9  body  politic.  Thr^  other  diflindt  governments  y^ere  alfo  eflat>- 
lilhed  on  the  branches  of  the  laid  river.  Thefe  governments  being 
altogether  voluntary,  had  no  fecurity  as  to  their  continuance  ;  and  the 
feyer^  fettk^s^'^i^ctoo  divided  in  opinion  to  form  any  good  general  plaa 
p{  pennai>ent  adminillration.  Therefore  the  more  cpnfiderate  lunong 
them  treated  with  the  MaiTachufetts  about  taking  them  under  its 
prote^ion,  which  fjuUy  fuited  the  wiihes  of  that  colony,  as  it  af- 
iordeci  tbc  heads  of  it  the  opportunity  ^f  realizing  the  conflrudion 
.Ihey  j^d  put  upon  a  claufe  of  their  charter,  by  which  they  extended 
.their  line  fo  as  to  comprehend  both  New-Hamp(hire  and  the  Maiuf  . 
The  btifihefs  terminated  in  the  incorporation  of  the  two  colonies,  on 
condition  ^h^t  the  inhabitants  of  each  fiiould  enjoy  equal  privileges  : 
they  continued  long  united,  and  were  of  one  hc^rt  and  mind  in  civji 
9.nd  r^ligiou^  affairs.*  When  feparatcd  by  the  king's  comml^on 
for  the  government  of  New-Hamp(hire,  the  new  aiTembfy  ?fct  their 
Jrft  meeting,  ifi  a  letter  of  March  a 5,  1680,  to  the  governor  of  the 
Ma^chuietts,  tp  be  qomfnunicated  to  the  g^nenjil  court,  exprefied 
their  full  fatisfa^lion  in  the  p^ft  connection,  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the 
care  that  }>ad  b<;en  e^cercifed  over  them,  and  of  their  having  been 
well  gpverned,  and  an  unfeigned  dcfire  that  a  mutual  correfpon- 
dencc  between  ihem  might  b^  fettled,  f 

The  town^  in  the  province  of  Maine,  after  a  time,  fell  into  a  f^ate 
of  confufion.  The  Maflachufetts  took  that  opportunity  for  encou- 
raging the  difpofition  which  prevailed  in  mdhy  ©f  the  inhabitants  to 
f^bipit  to  their  jurifdiCtionj  and  to  forward  their  compliance,  granted 
the  people  larger  privileges  than  were  enjoyed  by  their  own,  for  they 
were  aU  freemer?  upon  taking  the  oath,  whereas  every  where  clfe  no 
^  ©netould  be  made  free,  unlefs  he  was  a  church  member.  The  pro- 
vince was  made  a  county  by  the  nan>e  of  Yorkftiire ;  and  the  towns 
fent  reprefentatives  to  the  general  court  at  Bofton.  Though  the  ma- 
jor part  of  the  inhabitants  were  brought  to  confent  to  this  rcgulatioot 

*  Hutchinfon*s  Hiftory^  vol  I.  p.  268.      .  f  Ibid.  p.  3i8. 
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great  opt>ofition  was  made  by  ibme  principal  perfons,  who  feverelf 
rcprqached  the  Maflachufctts,  for  ufing  force  ia  order  to  reduce  the 
province;  but  the  people  experienced  the  Jienefitof  it,  and  were 
contented.  They  continued  in  union  widi  the  Maflachufetts  until 
1665,  when  a  ihort  reparation  commenced  ;  after  which  they  were 
againjmited* 

Having  thus  given  a  flcetch  of  the  fettlement  of  New-England,  and 
the  remainder 'of  its  hiftory  being  conne^ed  with  that  of  the  general 
confederacy,  we  ihall  proceed  to  give  a  concife  view  of  its  different 
States  as  they  now  &nd,  attaching  to  each  a  namdon  of  fuch  parti* 
culars  as  are  not  interwoven  in  the  general  hiftory  of  the  union.  * 

^  K  t)\e  reader  wiHyes  to  obtain  a  more  cxtenfive  knowledge  of  the  hiftory  of  Kew« 
lEnglandy  he  is  referred  to  Hutchinfoo't  Hiftory  of  Maflachuietts — ^Hazard's  Hiftorical 
Cotieftionsy  4to.  z  vols.— -Beliuiap't  Hiftory  of  New  Hkmpftiire— The  firft  letter  ia 
I>.  Gordon's  Hiftory  of  the  American  Revolution— Oovenior  Winthrop*s  Journal— 
Cbalraei^s  Political  Annals— and  Gookins'  Hiftorical  Colledtions  of  the  Indians  in 
Kew-Englandy  publilhed  in  Bofton  bj  the  Hiftorical  Society,  in  the  American 
ApoUo,  1792, 
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SitUAtlON,  EXTENT,  ica 

HIS  State  is  fituated  between  4ft®  44^ and  45°  N.  latitude,  and  i^ 
35' and  3°  30  E;  longitude  from  Philadelphia  ^  its  length  is"  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  its  breadth  about  feventy :  it  \n 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Lower-Canada,  eaft  by  Connefticut  river^ 
iw-hich  divides  it  from  New-Hampfliii^,  fouth  By  MafTachufetts^ 
and  weft  by  New-York ;  the  Grden  Mountain  runs  from  fouth  by 
north  through  it,  and  divides  the  State  nearly  in  the  middle. 

This  trad  of  country,  called  Vermont,  before  the  lafe  war,  waa 
claimed  both  byNew-YorkandNew-Hampfliire  *  and  thefe  interfering 
claims  have  been  the  occafion  of  much  warm  altercation,  the  parti- 
culars of  which  it  would  be  neither  entertaining  nor  ufeful  to  detaiL 
Thefe  claims  were  not  finally  adjufted  till  fince  the  peace*  On  th6 
commencement  of  hoftilities  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies^ 
the  inhabitants  of  this  diflrid^  confidering  themfelyes  as  in  a  ftate 
of  nature,  and  not  within,  the  jurifdiftion  either  of  New- York  or 
New-Hampfiiire,  alTociated  and  formed  for  themfelves  a  conftitution, 
under  which  they  have  continued  to  exerdfe  all  the  powers  of  an 
independent  ftate,  and  have  profpered.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1791^ 
agreeably  to  a6t  of  Congrels  of  December  6thi  1790^  this  State  be-* 
came'  one  of  the  United  States,  and  conftitutes  the  fourteenth,  an«t 
not  the  leail  refpedtable  pillar  in  the  American  Union* 

AIR  AND  CLIMATE* 
The  climate  of  this  State  is  in  a  very  confiderable  degree  favoura- 
ble beth  to  man  and  regetation.  The  winter  fcafon  commonly  lalb 
from  the  beginning  of  November  to  the  middle  of  April,  during 
which  the  inhabitants  enjoy  a  ferene  (ky  and  a  keen  cold  ain  Snow 
begins  to  fall,  commonly^  by  the  i ft  of  November;  but  the  perma* 
nent  fnows  do  not  fall  till  about  the  10th  of  December,  which  pre-* 
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Vent  the  ground  freezing  to  any  confiderable  depth. — In  April  Ae 
ihow  Is  gradully  diflblved  by  the  warm  influences  of  the  fun,  which 
moKbns  ahd  enriches  the  earth,  and  vegetation  advances  with  fur* 
priling  rapidity. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

This  StatCj  generally  fpeaking,  is  hilly,  but  not  rocky;  northward 
to  the  Canada  line  it  is  flat :  the  country  at  large  k  well  watered, 
having  Michifcoui,  Lamoille,  Onion,  and  Otter  Creek  rivers,  which 
run  acrofs  it  from  eaft  to  well  into  Lake  Cbaniplain  5  Weft,  Sexton's, 
Black,  VVaterquechee,  White,  Ompompanoofuck,  Weld's,  Wait's, 
PafTumfick,  and  feveral  fmaller  rivers,  which  ran  from  weft  to  eaft 
into  Connecticut  river.  Over  the  river  Lamoille  is  a  natural  ftone 
bridge,  feven  or  eight  rods  in  length.  Otter  Creek  is  navigable  for 
boats  fifty  miles  ;  the  banks  of  this  river  are  excellent  land,  being 
annually  overflowed  and  enriched.  Whit^  rivei*  takes  its  name  from 
the  peculiar  whitenefe  of  its  water,  caufed  by  the  clear  white  ftoncs 
and  gravel  which  conftitute  the  bed  of  this  ri\'«r  quite  to  its  fource* 
This  peculiarity  deceives  people  in  regard  to  its  de{^.  It  rifes  in 
the  center  of  the  ftate,  flows  through  a  rich  traft  6f  country  free 
from  fwamps,  and  empties  into  the  Connedicut  four  miles  below. 
Dartmouth  College,  arid  is  from  one  hundred  to  one  fiundrcd  and 
fifty  yards  wide,  fome  diftance  from  its  motith.  Ompompanoofuek 
is  a  fhort,  furious  river,  not  more  than  forty  or  fifty  yards  wide, 
emptying  into  the  Conne<^icut  at  Norwich.  Weld's  is  alfo  a  Ihort 
and  rapid  river,  forty  yards  acrofs.  PaflTumfick  is  one  hundred  yards 
wide,  and  noted  for  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  falmon  it  pro- 
duces :  on  this  river,  which  is  fettled  twenty  miles  np,  are  fome  of 
the  beft  townfliips  in  the  State. 

Lakes  Memphremagog,  Willoughby  and  Bombazon,  are  alfo 
in  this  State.  The  former  is  the  refervoir  of  three  confiderable 
flreams.  Black,  Barton,  and  Clyde  rivers.  One  of  thcfe  rifes  in 
Willoughby  lake,  and  forms  a  communication  between  that  and 
lake  St.  Peter's,  in  the  ri/cr  St.  Lawrence  5  ifluing  frcaa  Wil-' 
loughby's  lake,  it  empties  into  Memphremagog,  and  Aencc,  by 
the  name  of  St.  Francis,  empties  into  the  Su  Peter.  This  river  is 
not  all  the  way  navigable,  otherwife  it  would  aflbrd  a  communicaK 
tion  of  very  great  importance  to  the  northern  part  of  this  State,  to 
Ac  fettlers  might  tranfpbrt  their  producfi.  with  great  cafe  to  Mon- 
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trcal  or  Quebec.  Willoughby's  lake  furniflies  fifh  refemblihg  hzCii 
of  aa  excellent  flavour,  weighing  from  ten  to  thirty  pounds,  TJ!?fj^ 
farm  d  moft  delicious  feaft  for  the  «rw  fettlers :  people  travel  twenty 
miles  to  this  lake  to  procure  a  winter's  ftock  of  this  fifli.  Laktf 
Bombazon,  in  the  county  of  Rutl^d^  gives  fife  to  a  branth  oi 
Poultney  River. 

Beiides  thefe  rivers  and  lakes  there  tfre  feverai  other  fprings,  ponds, 
and  other  colfeftions  of  watery  which  arey  in  general,  remarkably 
dear,  and  a£brd  abundmice  of  trout,  perch,  and  other  frefh'  water  fiiiu 

The  prifictpal  mountain  in  this  State  b  the  one  we  have  already 
mentioned,  wlMch  divides  the  State  nearly  \n  the  center,'  between 
eonneAiciat  river  and  lake  Chamflain.  The  afcent  from  the  eaft  ttf 
the  top  of  this  mountain  is  much  eaiier  than  from  the  weft,  till  you 
get  to  Onion  river,-  where  the  mountain  terminates.  The  height  of 
land  is  generally  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  from  the  river,  and 
about  the  fame  diftancc.  from  the  New- York  line.  The  natural 
growth  upon  Ais  mountain  is  hemlock,  pine,  fpruce,  and  other 
evergreens  y  hence  it  has  always  a  green  appearance,  and  on  this  ac- 
eouni  hks  obtained  the  defcriptive  name  of  Ver  Monsy  or  Greco 
Mountain.'  On  fome  high  parts  of  this  mountain  fnow  lies  till  May, 
and  fometimes  till  June.  This  chain  of  mountains  paffes  through 
Maflachufetts  and  Comiedicut,-  and  terminates  in  New-Haven. 

Another  notecj  mpuntain  in  this  State  is  Afchutney,  bordering  on 
Conne^icut  river,  in  the  townlhips  of  Windfor  and  Weathersfieldy 
and  "tfpp^r  Gtcat  Monadnock,  <}uite  ift.  the  north^eaft  comer  of  the 
State*  "1. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  hills  and  mountaiAs  are  generally  co-' 
i«ei^  on  the  eaft  fides  with  what  is  called  hard  wood,  fuch  as  birch^ 

Xech,  maple,  afti,  elm,  and  butternut ;'  and  the  weft  fide  is  gene^ 
ly  covered  whh  evergreens. 

SOIL,  ftlObUCtlONS,  ice. 

The  foU  of  Vermdnt  affords  the  beft  of  pafturage ;  fome  of  the 
fineft  beief  cattle  in  the  world  are  driven  from  thb  State ;  hprfes  aHb 
are  raified  for  exportation.-  Tnk  natmal  growth  upon  Ae  rivers  is 
•white  pines  of  feverai  kind&,  lAterftiingled  with:  low  intervales  of 
beech,  elm,  and  white  oak.  Back  from  the  riven^  the  land  is  thickly 
timbered  with  birch,  fugar  maple,  afh,-  butternut,  and  white  oaM 
^  in  exoeilent  quality :  a  great  pait  ia  well  adapted  for  tillage,  Imd 
Jhe  foil  is  natural  for  wheat,  ^  rye,  barley,  oats,  £buC|  hemp,  &c 
^  Indisyr 
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Indian  corn,  back  from  the  river,  is  frequently  injured  by  the  firoft  f 
{)ut  on*  the  river  it  is  raifed  in  as  great  peribdion  as  10  aiiy  part  of 
^ew-England,  owing  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  fogs  arifing  from  the 
river,  which  either  prevent  or  extra^  the  froft :  th^fc  fogs  begin  U 
Toon  as  the  corn  1^  in  dang^  from  firofts,  and  laft  till  mUd  weather 
commences.  Fruit  trees,  in  the  n9rthem  counties  of  this  3ta^  dp 
not  profper, 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS,  kc. 

This  State  is  divided  into  iWen  counties,  vis*  Addisok,  Bsk* 
KINGTON,  Chitt^ndon,  RutlanDi  Orange,  WINDSOR,  and 
Windham  ;  the  four  firft  of  thefe  are  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Green 
fountain,  and  the  three  latter  on  the  eaft. 

Thefe  counties  are  divided  into  upwards  of  two  hundred  tojxm- 
fhips,  which  are  generally  fix  miles  ftjnare ;  in  every  townihip  is  a 
rcferve  of  two  rights  of  knd,  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres* 
each,  one  to  be  appropriated  for  the  fupport  of  public  fchools,  the 
other  to  be  given  \n  fee  to  the  firft  minifter  who  fettles  in  the 
townihip.  A  part  of  the  townfliips  wa^  granted  by  the  govern- 
ment oif  New-ftampiliire,  and  the  other  by  that  of  Vermont.  Ii^ 
thofc  townfliips  granted  by  the  former,  a  right  of  land  is  referved 
for  the  fupport  of  the  gofpel  in  foreign  parts  ;  in  thofe  granted  by 
the  latter,  a  college  right,*  and  a  right  for  the  fupport  of  county 
grammar  fchools,  are  referved  :  in  thefe  refervations  liberal  provi* 
Jion  is  made  for  the  ftipport  of  the  gofpel,  and  fpr  the  promotiocf 
pf  common  ai^d  collegiate  education. 

pHIEF  TOWNS  AND  CURIOSITIES; 
Jn  a  new  aqid  interior  country,  large,  populous  towns  are  not  to  be 
fxpe^ed.  Bennington,  fituated  near  the  S.W.  corner  of  the  State,  is  One 
of  the  largeft ;  it  contains  a  numbt^r  of  haiidfdme  houfes,  a  congrega- 
tional church,  a  court  houfe  and  gaol.  A  famous  battle  was  fought  in 
or  near  this  town,  during  the  late  war  in  1777,  between  Brigadier^ 
general  Starke,  at  the  head  of  eight  hundred  nndifciplined  militia, 
and  a  detachment  of  General  B|irgQynefs  army,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Baum  :  in  this  a6tion,  and  the  9ne  that  Succeeded  it,  in  the 
feme  place,  and  on  the  feme  day,  between  a  reinforcement  of  the 
Britifti,  under  Colonel  BrdJ^men,  and  General  Starke,  who  was  re 
Enforced  by  Colonel  Warner,  with  a  qo^ntinental  regiment,  were 
(^ken  four  brafs  field  pieces,  and  other  military  ftores,  and  feven 
hundred  prifoners.  The  overthrow  of  thefe  detachments  was  the  firft 
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}ipk'  in  a  grand  ?hain  of  caufes,  which  finally  proVed  the  ruin  of 
the  royal  army.  This' is  one  of  the  oldeft  towns  in  the  State,  being' 
firft  feffled  about  the  year  1764,  and  was  till  lately  the  feat  of  go- 
vernment. 

Windfbr  and  Rutland,  by  a  late  aft  of  the  legiflature,  are  alter- 
nately to  be  the  feat  of  government  for  eight  years.  The  former  is 
iituated  on  ConneAicut  river;  the  latter  lies  upon  Otter  Creek:. 
both  are  flourifliing  towns.  Guilford,  Brattelboroiigh,  Putney, 
Wcftminfter, ,  Weathersfield,  Hartland,  Norwich,  and  Newbury,  are 

'Confiderable  towns^  lying  from  fouth  to  north,  on  Connedlicut  river. 
Newbury  Js  the  flih'e  town  of  Orange  county,  which  comprehends 
about  three-eighths  of  the  whole  State  ;*  it  has  a  court-houfe,  and  a 
very,  elegant  raeeting-houfe  for  CongregationaliUs,  with  a  fleepie, 
the  firfl:  eredled  in  the  State.     Newbury  court-houfe  Hands  on  the" 

"  high  lands  back  from  the  river,  and  commands  a  fine  view  of  what 
is  called  the  groat  Ox  Bow,  which  is  formed  by  a  curious  bend  in  the 
river ;  it'  is  one  of  the  rooft  beautiful  and  fertile  meadows  in  New- 
England  ;  the  circumference  of  this  bow  is  about  four  miles  and  a 
half;  its  greateft  depth  is  feven-eighths  of  a  mile,  containing  about 
four  hundred  and  fifty  acres :  at  the  feafon  when  nature  is  drefled  in 
her  green  attire,  a  view  of  this  meadow  from  the  high  lands  is  truly  ' 
luxuriant. 

Shaftfbury,  Pownal,  Manchefter,  Clarendon,  Ppultney,  Pawlet, 
Danby,  and  Charlotte,  are  confiderable  and  flourifliing  towns,  weft 
of  the  mountain.  In  the  town  of  Orwell  is  Mount  Independence, 
at  the  fouthern  extremity  of  lake  Champlain,  oppofite  to  which  is 
Ticonderoga,  in  the  State  of  New-York. 

There, is  a  very  remarkable  ledge  of  rocks  in  the  town  of  Brad- 
ford, in  the  county  of  Orange ;  it  lies  on  the  weft  bank  of  Con- 
ne(^icut  river,  and  is  as  much  as  200 feet  high;  it  appears  to  hang 
over  and  threaten  the  traveller  as  he  pafles :  the  fpace  between  this- 
ledge  and  the  river  is  fcarcely  wide  enough  for  a  road. 

In  the  townfliip  of  Tinmouth,  on  the  fide  of  a  fmall  hill,  is  a 
very  curious  cave ;  the  chafm  at  its  entrance  is  about  four  feet  in 
circumference  >  entering  this  you  defcend  one  hundred  and  four  h^x^ 
and  then  opens  a  fpacious  room,  twenty  feet  in  breadth,  and  one 

*  General  Eaylcy  and  Colonel  Thomas  Johnfon  cnterprifed  the  firft  fettlements  into 
this  part  of  the  country,  abQut  fbe  year  1762.  At  this  period  there  was  no  road  nor 
human  inhabitant  for  feventy  miles  down  the 'river,  npr  for  as  many  miles  caftvvatd — 
it  is  now  thickly  inhabited  by  thriving  farmers. 

bun* 
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Irandred  feet  in  length;  the  angle  of  defccnt  is  about  45  degrees. 
The  roof  of  this  cavern  is  of  rock,  through  which  the  water  is  con- 
tiiiually  percolating.  The  ftaladtites  which  hang  from  the  roof  ap- 
pear hke  icicles  on  the  eves  of  houfes,  and  are  continually  increafing 
in  number  and  magnitude.  The  bottom  and  fides  are  daily  incruft- 
ing  with  fpar  and  other  mineral  fubftances.  On  the  fides  of  this 
fubterraueous  hall  ar^  tables,  chairs,  benches,  &c-  which  appear  to 
have  been  artificially  carved.  This  richly  ornamented  room,  when 
illuminated  with  the  candles  of  the  guides,  has  an  enchanting  effeft 
upon  the  eye  of  the  fpe^tator.  The  general  caufc  of  thefe  aftoniih- 
ing  appearances,  we  conclude,  from  the  various  circumftances  ac- 
companying them,  is  the  water  filtrating  flowly  through  the  incum- 
bent j^r^/^;  and  taking  up  in  its  pafTage  a  variety  of  mineral  fub- 
ilances,  thus  becoming  faturated  with  metallic  particles,  gradually 
cxfuding  on  the  furface  of  the  caverns  and  fiffures,  in  a  quiefcent 
ftate,  the  aqueous  particles  evaporate,  and  leave  tlie  mineral  fub- 
ftances to  unite  according  to  their  affinities. 

At  the  end  of  this  cave  is  a  circular  hole,  fifteen  feet  deep,  appa- 
rently hewn  out  in  a  conical  form,  enlarging  gradually  as  you  de- 
fccnd,  in  the  form  of  a  fugar  loafj  at  the  bottom  is  a  fpringof 
frefli  water  in  continual  motion,  like  the  boiling  of  a  pot  j  its  depth 
has  never  been  founded. 

In  fome  low  lands  over  againfl  the  great  Ox  Bow,  a  remarkable 

ipring  was  difcovered  about  twenty  years  fince  ;  it  dries  up  once  ia 

two  or  three  years,  and  burfts  out  in  another  place  ;  it  has  a  ftrong 

fmell  of  fulphur,  and  throws  up  continilally  a  peculiar  kind  of  white 

iand,  and  when  the  water  is  left  to  fettle,  a  thick  yellow  fcuni  rifes  on 

its  top. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  Vermont,  according  to  the  cenfus  taken  in 
1790,  was  as  follows  : 
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125 

92 

176 

2 

395 

Monkton,  -    -     -    - 

122 

^34 

?94 

459 

rjew-Havcn,  -    •    - 

182 

220 

3»^ 

7*3 

Pknton,      -    -    •*     - 

57 

■     "66 

97 

220 

Shoreham,       -     -    - 

»i3 

-167 

33^ 

5 

721 

Salilbury,   -     -     .     - 

*>9 

109 

218 

446 

Vergennes^      -     -     . 

73 

35 

79 

14 

201 

Whiting,    -     -     -     - 

70 

57 

122 

I 

250 

Weybridge,     -     -    - 

4Q 

4f 

84 

1 

'75 

1784 

1664  1 

2964 

31 

6449 

BENN] 

[^GT 

ON    C 

QUNT 

Y. 

Arlington,       -     -     - 

251 

252 

487 

I 

991 

Bennington,     -     -     - 

^39 

604 

1114 

II 

9 

»377 

Bromley,    -     -     *     - 

^< 

19 

31 

7' 

Dorfer,       -    .     -     I 

240 

231 

487 

958 

Gteftoribury,  -    -     ,- 

6 

II 

17 

34 

Langrove,        -     -     - 

7 

4 

20 

•     31 

Ma^nchefter,     -     -     - 

338 

338 

595 

2 

3   1276  1 

Pownal,      -     -     -     - 

419 

499 

825 

^ 

^ 

1746 

Rfeedfboroiigh^      -     - 

•16 

16 

3a 

.64 

Rupert,      -     -     -     - 

^5^ 

288 

494 

'033 

Shaftfbury,      -     -     - 

491 

530 

974 

3 

I 

1999 

Stamford,  -     -     -     - 

.69 

65 

137 

X 

272 

Sunderland,    -    -     - 

^13 

10 1 

199 

I 

414 

Sandgate,   -     -    -     - 

198 

j?9 

;      3S6 

773 

Woodford,       -     -     * 

h^ 

18 

.  a6 

60 

Wihdhall,        -    -    . 

39, 

46 

69 

ii    T55 

3114 

3211 

5893 

2p 

16.    I22C4     ! 
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0 

-3 

CO 

*3  .: 

S 

3 

ji 

J 

1"^ 

■3 

S. 

TOWNS. 

s 

«ii 

1 

.-  -o 

•S 

u 

> 

1^ 

'it 

*$ 

^ 

• 

I-: 

8 

U 

0 

11 

CO 

Alburgh,     .    .    .    .    . 

H7 

loO 

189 

4 

446 

Burlington,      .    « 

io8 

70 

^s^ 

3' 

33* 

Bolcon,    •    .    . 

21 

26 

41 

88 

Bakers  field,      .    , 

4 

4 

5 

»3 

Charlotte,    .    .    , 

189 

142 

301 

3 

63s, 

Cainbridge,     .    , 

108 

84 

167 

359 

Cambridge-gore, 

3 

6 

6 

«5 

Colchefter,  .    .    , 

42 

40 

iS 

«37 

Duxbuiy,    .    .   . 

9 

18 

12 

.    .  39 

Elmore,  .... 

7 

I 

4 

12 

EflTex,     *.    .    .    , 

ii§ 

76 

1 60 

354 

Fairfax,   .... 

85 

<>i 

iq8 

aS4 

Fairfield,     i   .    , 

46 

is 

55 

129 

Fletcher^     i   .   . 

13 

1+ 

20 

47 

Georgia,  .    .    .    , 
HineS)urg,  .    .    . 

165 

80 

'Si 

340 

127 

I'S 

212 

454 

Highgatc,    ... 

26 

3' 

,45 

I 

103 

Huntfburg,      .   , 

^5 

10 

II 

46 

Hydefpark,      .   . 

10 

12 

18 

3 

43 

Hungerford,    .    , 

16 

8 

II 

5 

40 

lile-iMott,    .    .    . 

18 

'3 

16 

47 

Jerico,     •   .    .    , 

^15 

90 

176 

381 

Johnlbnj      .  ^   . 

31 

i6 

46 

93 

Milton,    •   .    .    . 

90 

6? 

127 

282 

Middlefex,  .   .    . 

,. 

16 

'9 

'   ^^ 

60 

Moretown,  .   .   . 

10 

6 

8 

24 

Minden,  .... 

6 

6 

^ 

18 

Morriftown,    .    , 

6 

4 

10 

New-Huntington 

9    " 

34 

40 

62 

J  36 

New-Huntington 

-^ 

)re, 

10 

7 

14 

31 

North-Hero,   .    . 

40 

*S 

S7 

3 

125 

Shelburiie,  .   .    . 

168 

lO'^ 

17b' 

389 

South-Hero,'   .    . 

i64 

128 

^45 

537 

St.  Alban's,     .   , 

€9 

61 

105 

1 

256 

Swanton,     .    .   i 

22 

»S 

27 

74 

Snilthfield,  .   . 

23 

'4 

28 

70 

St.  George,      . 

H 

17 

26 

57 

Starkfborough, 

15 

6 

»9 

40 

UndcrhiU,  .   . 

iS 

'13 

34 

65 

Waterbury,     . 

» 

32 

27 

44 

93 
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CHITTENDEN  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 


TOWNS* 


WiUifton,  • 
VVeHford, 
Waitsfield, 
Wolcott, 


1 


136 

21 
II 


[20 

8 

16 

7 


2256  I     1764 


Vfci 

u 

I 


^  ] 
J 


IIS 
3^ 


3^58 


23 


47 1 

63 
61 

3^ 


7301 


ORANGE    COUNTY, 


Barner,  •  .  . 
Berlin, .... 
Bradford,  *  . 
Brain  tree,  .  . 
Brooktield,  .  . 
Brunlwick,  .  . 
Cabot,  .  .  . 
Calais,  .  .  . 
Canaan,  •  •  . 
Chelfea,  ... 
Concord,  .  . 
Corinth,  .  .  . 
Danville,  .  . 
Devvey's-Gore, 
Fairley,  .  .  . 
Grcenlborough, 
Groton,  .  .  . 
Guildhall,  .  . 
Hardwich,  .  . 
Lemington, 
Littleton,  .  . 
Lunenburgh,  . 
Lyndtn,  .  .  . 
Maiciftone,  .  . 
Monip.iier,  . 
Nev\:.M<y,  .  . 
Norrhfi.ld,  . 
Pe.  ch.jm,  .  . 
Ra  V  o  pi),  .  , 
Roxbury,  .  , 
Ryegate,  ... 


137 

132 

207 

I 

3« 

33 

63 

159 

17b 

312 

7 

61 

66 

'89 

S 

i'3 

118 

189 

1 

»S 

15 

36 

33 

37 

5^ 

14 

II 

20 

4 

5 

10 

77 

62 

100 

18 

12 

19 

147 

156 

^75 

16s 

139 

270 

12 

18 

18 

132 

120 

210 

I 

9 

4 

6 

'5 

9 

21 

SS 

41 

62 

3 

12 

7 

12 

16 

14 

33 

30 

29 

60 

29 

10 

20 

34 

36 

55 

55 

1.9 

44 

22s 

223 

413 

12 

10 

10 

20 

102 

90 

173 

226 

237 

429 

6 

2 

6 

46 

54 

87 

477 
134 
654 

221 

421 

66 
122 

45 

19 
239 

49 
578 

574 
48 

4^3 
19 

45 

3 

31 

63 
119 

59 
125 

118 

873 

40 

3^5 
892 

14. 
I87 
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ORANGE  COUNTY^  CONTINUED. 


TOWNS. 


el 
1? 


0  . 


CX4 


I 


StraiFord,  .  . 
Sr.  Johnlbury, 
Thetford,  .  . 
Topfliam,  .  '. 
Tunbridgc,  . 
Verfhirc,  .  . 
Waldcn,  .  .  . 
Walden's-Gore, 
Waihington,  . 
Wheelock,  •  . 
Williamftown, 
Wilderlburgh, 


214 
S4 

36 

"7 

3 

H 
..30 


A28 

34 
218 

S6 

H7 
118 

3 

9 

13 

7 

16 


403 

ss 
419 

70 

219 
204 

s 
14 

33 
12 

71 
30 


14 


2874  I     2768 


4846 


845 

143 
862 

162 

487 

439 
II 

3* 

72 

33 
146 

76 


41 


10529 


RUTLAND    COUNTY. 


Benlbn,    .    . 
Brandon, 
Caftleton,    . 
Clarenden,  . 
Chittenden, 
Dahby,    .   . 
Fair-Haven, 
HubbertoD^ 
Harwich,     . 
Ira^      .    •   . 
Killington^  • 
Midway, .   . 
Middletown^ 
Orwell,    .   . 
Pittsfield,     . 
Philadelphia, 
Poultncyj    i 
Pittsford,     . 
Pawlct,    •    ; 
Rutland, 
Shrdwlburyj 
Sudbury,     . 
Titlmoudi^ « 


*8s 

iS4 
209 

343 
276 

i20 

38 

'77 
II 

169 
its 

12 
2891 

^4' 
393 

200 
67 

»47 


182 
168 
217 
397 
49 
333 
121 

94 

49 
82 

io 

? 

172 

^1^8 

12 

9 

»93 

208 

399 

349 
loo 

H4- 


X90 
314 
373- 
738 

7» 
589 
2,50 
190 

78 

It 

iS 
358 
34' 

1?- 

S39 

663 
183 
■ni 
44* 


658 

637 

800 

1478 

'S? 

i200 

545 
404 

16s 

3* 

699 

778 

49 

39 
1 121 

850 

1458 

Hoi 


935 
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RUTLAN 

D  COUNTY,  CONTINUEE 

K 

TOWNS. 

il 

c   :3 

1 
1 

6 

1 

C 

t 

, 

Id 

la 

g 

^  3 

1^ 

1 

"1 

? 

^ 

uo 

i 

Wallingford,    .    i    . 

r4o 

132 

262 

'2 

S3' 

Wells,    -    .   •   .   . 

149 

176 

2Q7 

622 

^3986 

4092 

745^ 

31 

155^5 

WIl 

STDSOR 

COUNTY. 

Andover,     .    *    .    . 

-75- 

74 

.126 

^75 

parnard^  

177 

:      167 

329 

(>73 

Bethel, 

126 

118 

229 

473 

Bridgwater,     .    .    • 

68 

78 

H7 

493 

Cavendifli,  .... 

ia6 

125^. 

240 

491 

Chefter, 

265 

■^5S 

457 

4 

981 

:  Hart  ford,     .... 

248 

^50 

489 

I 

9SS 

Hartland,     .... 

.       415 

442 

789 

6 

1652 

Ludlow, 

44 

56 

79 

1 79 

Norwich,     .... 

280 

322 

556 

1158 

Pom  fief,  ..... 

'77 

209 

3 '9 

5 

710 

Reading,      .    .    .    . 

171 

211 

359 

6 

747 

Rochefter,   .    .    .   . 

62 

47 

106 

^15, 

Royalton,     .... 

195 

190 

3^3 

.     748 

'SaltaHi,    ..... 

29 

35 

42 

106 

Sharon, 

147 

147 

275 

569 

Springfield,      .    .   .  ' 

289 

289 

^16 

3 

I0Q7 

Weathersixeld,     .    . 

294 

285 

560 

7 

1146 

Windfor,     .'  •    .   .    , 

395 

406 

73* 

9 

1542 

Stockoridge,    .  *.    .    , 

32 

^^ 

43 

100 

Woodftock,     .    ;    .    . 

388 

,  426 

787 

.4 

t6o^ 

4003 

4157 

7543 

45 

iiy^S 

WIN 

DHAM 

COUNTY. 

Athens,    ....;. 

103 

138 

209 

4C0 
^S»9 

Brattleborough,  ,   ,    . 

381 

436 

7$8 

t4 

DumiTierllon,      . . ,   * 

363 

394 

734 

10 

1501 

Quildford,  .    .    .    .    . 

586 

646 

,ii(7 

■i 

243* 

H'4}h<>ix,      *  s    .   0   . 

30a 

34* 

661 

1309 

Hihdfdaie, 

118 

142 

221 

I 

.' 

.48? 

'  Jamaica,  .'  .  ♦  V  *   . 

7» 

^6 

Ii6 
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WINDHAM  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 


^     TOWNS. 

E   a. 

Free  white  males  under 
1 6  years. 

1 
1 

1 

<  is 

1 

Total. 

j6hnl'on*s-Gore, 
Londonderry, 
Marlborough,  . 
Newfane,     .    . 
Putney,    .    .    • 
Rockingham,  • 
Somerfet,     .    * 
Stratton,      .    . 
Thoralinfon,  . 
Townihend,    . 
Wardlboro*  north 
Wardfboro'  foutt 
Weftminfter,   . 
Whittingham, 
Wilmington,  .   * 

'din.' 

tdift. 

^5 

90 

149 

163 

4r^ 

3*7 
26 

^7 
H3 
192 
128 

7a 

.  430 

114 

180 

>3 

99 
176 

177- 

492 

3'9 

35 

22 

,65 

126 

21 
172 

304 
320 
906 

587 
46 

2S3 

-    3'3 

229 

783 

209 

3^7 

I 

12 
2 

I 

362 

629 

660 

1848 

^m 
III 

9S 
561 
676 

483 
270 

160 1 

442 

645 

1 

4418       4672 

8545  1  5^ 

17693 

SUMMARY   OF    POPULATION. 

Addifon  County, 
Bennington  do.  . 
Chittenden  do.    . 
Oran5''e  do-  .    •    • 

1784 

3  "4 
2256 
2874 
3986 
4003 
4418 

1664 
3211 
1764 
2768 
4092 

4157 
4672 

2964 

5893 
3.58 

4846 
7456 
7S43 
8545 

37 
20  i( 

23 
41 
31 

?^ 

6449 
)   12254 

7301 
10529 

^556c 
15748 
17693 

Rutland  do-     •    • 

^ATindfor  do-     .    . 

Windham  do.     . 

22435  1  22328 

40505 

•55  le 

»  85539 

This  population  is  now,  no  doubt,  increafed,  but,,  as  no  returns 
have  fince  been  made,  it  is  impoflible  to  (late  the  increafe  with  any 
accuracy  ;  but  we  cannot  deviate  far  from  truth  in  dating  theprefent 
number  of  male  inhabitants  above  fixteen  years  of  age,  at  about 
twenty-three  thoufand,  thofe  under  at  nearly  the  fame,  and  the  total 
number  of  fcn^ales  at  forty-two  thoufand  :  this  calculation  pofleiles, 
at  leafl,  the  merit  of  not  over-rating  the  numbers,  aad  is  warranted 
l>y  the  account  which  Mr.  Belknap  has  given  of  the  population  of 

H  »  aneigh^ 
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a  neighbouring  State.     As  a  proof  that  the  population  of  this  State 
has  rapidly  increafed,  wc  may  obferve,  that  the  town  of  Danville^ 
which,  according  to  the  preceding  account,  contained  in  lyQO*  fivcv 
hundred  and  feventy-four  inhabitants,  was  Hvt  years  bfcfore  a  wilr 
dernefs  wjthout  a  (ingle  family. 

RELIGION,  CHARACTER,  &c. 
The  principal  body  of  the  people  are  Congregationalifts  and  Bap* 
jifts  ;  the  other  denomination?  are  Prelbyterians  and  Epifcopalians ; 
their  chara6ter  and  rnanners,  as  might  be  expelled,  various,  being  an 
aflemblage  of  people  from  various  places,   of  different  fentiments 
and  habit?,  who  have  not  lived  together  lon^  enough  to  aflimilate 
and  forrn  a  general  chara(5^er;  aflemble  together  in  imaginarion^  a 
number  of  individuals  of  diffet-ent  nations — confider  them  as  living 
together  amicably,  and  affifting  each  other  through  the  toils  and  dif- 
ficulties of  life ;  apd  yet  rigqroufly  oppofed  in  particular  religious 
and  political  tenet§;  jealous  of  their  rulers,  and  tenacious  of  their 
liberties,  difpojttlons  ivhich  originate  naturally  from  the  dread  of  e^' 
pcricfued  opprejjlon^  and  the  habit  of  living  und^r  a  fr^^  gcfUf^rnmenty 
and  you  have  a  pretty  juft  idea  of  the  chara^er  of  the  people  of 
Vermont.     Indolence  is  never  a  charafteriftical  feature  of  the  fettlers 
of  a  ne^v  country  ;  emigrants  in  general  are  adive  and  induftrious  ; 
the  oppofite  charadlers  have  neither  fpirit  nor  iru:!ination  to  quit 
their  native  fpot.     The  inference  is,  that  Vermont  is  peopled  with 
an  a6live,  induftrious,  hardy,  frugal  race  ;  aa  is  really  the  cafe.  An4 
as  it  is  a  maxim  that  the  inhabitants  of  all  new  countries,  grow  vir- 
tuous before  ^hey  degenerate,  it  will  moft  probably  be  fg  in  Ver-? 
mont. 

The  military  flrength  of  this  State  is  truly  refpc<^able ;  as 
far  back  as  178S,  there  were  upwards  of  fcventeen  thoufand  citi- 
zens upon  the  militia  rolls ;  thefe  confifted  of  two  divifions,  one 
on  the  weft,  the  other  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  mountain  ;  in  thefe 
two  divifions  were  feven  brigades,  confiding  of  twenty-two  regW 
ments.  The  bravery  of  the  Vennonieers,  or  Green  Mountain- 
boys,  is  proverbial. 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

^  The  inhabitants  of  Vermont  trade  principally  with  Bofton,  New- 
York,  and  Hartford.  The  articles  of  export  are*  chiefly  pot  and 
tear!  aflies,  beef,  horfes,  grain,  fome  butter  and  checfe,  lumber,  &c. 
'■       ■  .'        •     ■  Th« 
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The  inhabitants  generally  manufafture  their  own  clothing,  in  the 
family  way.   Grain  has  been  raifed  in  fuch  plenty  within  a  few  years 
paft,  that  they  have  been  induced  to  attempt  the  manufafture  of 
corn  fpirits :  for  this  purpofe  fix  or  feven  ilills  have  already  beea 
cre^ed,  which  yield  a  fufiicient  fupply  for  the  people,  and  a  profit  to 
the  owners.     Vaft  quantities  of  pot  and  pearl  alhes  are  made  ia 
.every  part  of  the  State ;  but  one  of  the  moft  important  manufactures 
in  this  State  is  that  of  maple  fugar ;  it  has  been  eflimated  by  a  com- 
petent judge,  that  the  average  quantity  made  by  every  family  fitu-^ 
ated  on  the  back  of  Connecticut  river  is  two  hundred  pounds  a 
year :  one  man,  with  but  ordinary  advantages,  in  one  month,  made 
^ye  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  of  a  quality  equal  to  imported  brown 
fygar.     In  two  towns,  in  Orange  county,  containing  no  more  thaa 
forty  families,  thirteen  thoufand  pounds  of  fugar  were  made  in  the 
year  1791.    T^^  probability  is,  that  in  a  few  years  maple  fugar  will 
,  l^ome  an  article  of  export.     In  fome  part  of  the  State  the  inhabi- 
tants are  beginning  to  line  the  roads  with  maple  trees ;  and  it  would 
cectainly  be  a  wife  meafure  if  this  practice  ihould  become  general 
throughout  the  States ;  orchards  of  thefe  trees,  planted  on  Hoping 
hills,  fo  as  to  render  it  eafy  to  colledt  the  juice,  might  be  attended 
with  peculiar  advantages  to  the  owners« 

LITERATURE  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Much  cannot  be  faid  in  favour  of  the-prefent  ftate  of  literature 
in  this  State ;  but  their  profpe6ts  in  this  regard  arc  good.  In  cverjr 
charter  of  a  town,  as  we  have  mentioned,  provifion  is  made  for 
fchools,  by  referving  a  certain  quantity  of  land  folely  for  their  fup- 
port.  The  aflembly  of  this  State,  in  their  Oftober  feffion  in  1791, 
paflfed  an  a6t  for  the  eftablilhment  of  a  college  in  the  town  of  Bur- 
fington,  on  lake  Champlain,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Onion  river,  and 
appointed  ten  tniftces.  General  Ira  Allen,  one  of  the  truftees,  oa 
certain  conditions,  has  offered  lands,  &c,  to  the  amount  of  four  thou, 
fend  pounds  towards  this  eftablilliment. 

The  expediency  of  opening  a  communicatipn  between  the  waters 
of  lake  Champlain  and  Hudfon-s  river  ;  and  of  rendering  the  navi- 
gation of  Connefticut  river  more  eafy  and  advantageous,  has  been 
difcufled  by  the  legiflature  of  this  State ;  and  meafures  have  been 
adopted  to  efFe6t  the  latter,  by  incorporating  a  company  for  the  pur- 
pbfe  of  locking  Beltow*s  fells,  who  are  to  complete  the  work  within 
four  years  from  the  pafl^ng  of  thp  aft,  and  to  receive  a  toll  for  all 

boats 
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hfois^  that  pafi  5  the  toll  to  be  a  fubjc6b  of  regulation.  The  worts 
are  already  begun,  and  when  completed  will  be  of  great  advantage 
to  the  State,  by  facilitating  the  exportation  of  their  produce.  The 
©ther  propofed  canal  between  lake  Champlain  and  Hudfon's  river 
w€wjld  alfo  be  important,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  will,  at  pre^r 
Stntr  be  accompliflied. 

Having  thus  given  a  concife  account  of  this  Stat«,  and  nothing  ma- 
teria! occurring  in  its  hiftory  to  entitle  it  to  a  feparate  difcuffion,  we 
ftiall  clofe  ]£  with^  a  view  of  its  conftitution  and  government. 

CONSTITUTION. 

The  inhabitants  of  Vermont,  by  their  reprefentatives  in  conven- 
tion, at  Windfor,  on  the  25th  of  December,  1777,  declared  that 
the  territory  called  Vermont  was,  and  of  riglit  ought  to  be,  a  free 
ami  independent  State ;  and  for  the  purpofe  of  maintaining  regular 
Ijjovernment  in  the  fame,  they  made  a  folemn  declaration  of  their 
lights,  and  rati^^d  a  conftUution^  of  which  the  following  is  an 
abflrad ; 

DBCLARATIOSf    OF   RIGHTS* 

The  declaration,  which  makes  a  part  of  their  conftitution,  aflertSk 
that  all  men  are  born  equally  free — with  equal  rights,  and  ought  ta 
enjoy  liberty  of  confcienee-^freedom  of  the  prcfs — trial  by  jury— • 
|yowcr  to  fown  nf w  flates  in  vacaat  countries,  and  to  regulate  their 
oTfn  iotemal  police— that  all  eledtiona  ought  to  b^  freer— that  all  power 
is  originally  in  the  people-^that  government  ought  to  be  inftituted 
&|  th€con«no»  benefit  of  the  community— and  that  the  community 
lave  a  right  to  reform  or  abolifh  governraent — that  every  member 
■  of  iociety  hath  a  right  to  protedion  of  life,  liberty,  and  property-— 
;ttul  in  return  is  bound  to  contribute  his  proportion  of  the  expenc© 
fif  that  protections  and  yield  his  perfpnal  fervicc  when  neceflary— ^ 
t}ut  be  iliali  not  be  obliged  to  give  evidence  againft  himfelf — that  th^ 
.people  have  a  right  to  bear  arms — but  uq  ilandfing  armies  iliall  be 
maintained  in  tin^ie  of  peace-^tliat  the  people  have,  a  right  to  hokl 
themfelves,  their  houfes,  papers,  and  poflcfiions,  free  from  fearch  or 
feizure— and  therefore  warrants  without  oaths  firlt  made,  affording 
fcifficiem  foundation  for  them,  are  contrajy  to  that  right,  and  ought 
VQt  to  be  granted— that  no  perfon  fliall  be  liable  to  be  tranfported 
mt  of  this  ftat^  for  tri^tl  for  any  oftnge  Qonwiu^d  ivithia  this 
Ptatc^  &c, 

Vermont^ 
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FRAME  OF  GCyVERKMENT* 

By  the  frame  of  government,  the  fuprcme  legiflatire  power  i^ 
veiled  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  State  ^ 
Vermont,  to  be  chofen  JlnnuaHy  by  the  fi-eemen  on  the  firft  Tuefday 
in  September,  and  to  meet  the  iecond  Thurfday  of  ^hc  fucceedtag 
O<5iobcr. — This  body  is  vefted  with  all  the  powers  neceflary  far  the 
legiilature  of  a  free  ftate. — Two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  repre- 
fentatives  eleded  make  a  quorum. 

Each  inhabited  town  throughout  the  State  has  a  right  to  fend  one 
reprefentative  to  the  aflbmbly. 

The  fiipfeme  executive  power  is  vefted  in  a  governor,  lieu- 
tenant-governor, and  twelve  counfeHors,  to  be  chofen  annually 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  veded  with  the  fame  powers  as  in  Coa« 
neAicut. 

Every  peribn  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  has  refided  in 
the  State  one  whole  year  next  before  the  ele6lion  of  reprefentatives, 
and  is  of  a  quiet,  peaceable  behaviour,  and  will  bind  himfelf  by  his 
oath,  to  do  what  he  fliall  in  confcience  judge  to  be  mofl  conducive 
to  the  beft  good  of  the  State,  fhali  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a 
freeman  of  this  State. 

Each  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  before  he  takes  his 
feat,  muft  declare  his  belief  in  one  God,  in  future  rewards  and  pu- 
nifhments,  and  in  the  divinity  of  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Teftanient,  and  muft  profefs  the  proteftant  religion.  # 

Courts  of  juftice  are  to  be  eftabliflied  in  every  county  throughout 
the  State. 

The  fupreme  court,  and  the  feveral  courts  of  conunon  pleas  of 
this  State,  befides  the  powers  ufually  exercifed  by  fuch  courts,  hav^ 
the  powers  of  a  court  of  chancery,  fo  far  as  relates  to  perpetuatinjj 
tcftimony,  obtaining  evidence  from  places  not  within  the  State,  and 
the  care  of  the  perfons  and  eftates  of  thofe  who  are  non  compotes 
mentis^  Sec.  All  profecutions  are  to  be  commenced  in  th«  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  freemen  of  Ihe  State  of  Vermont.  The  Ic- 
gjflature  are  to  regulate  entails  fo  as  to  prevent  perpetuities. 

All  field  and  ftaflf  officers,  and  commiffioned  officers  of  the 
army,  and  all  general  officers  of  the  militia,  (hall  be  chofen  by  the 
general  affembly,  and  be  commiffioned  by  the  governor. 

Every  feventh  year,  beginning  with  the  year  1785,  thirteen  pir- 

foiis,  none  of  whom  are  to  be  of  the  cotidcil  or  alTcmblry,  fhaAl  be 

chofen  by  the  freemen,  and  be  called  <<  the  council  of  ceofors,*^ 
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whofe  duty  it  fhall  be  to  iijquire  whether  the  conftitution  has  been 
preferved  inviolate  in  every  part — whether  the  legiflative  and  execu- 
tive powers  have  been  properly  exercifed — ^taxes  juftly  laid  and  col- 
lected— the  public  monies  rightly  difpofed  of — and  the  laws  duly^ 
executed. — For  thefe  purpofes  they  fliall  have  power  to  fend  for 
pcrfons,  papers,  &c. — to  paf»  public  cenfures — to  order  impeach- 
ments, and  to  recommend  the  repeal  of  all  laws  enadted  contrary  to 
the  principles  of  the  conftitution.  They  are  to  be  vefted  with  thefe 
powers  for  one  year  only,  after  the  day  of  their  eledlion. 

The  council  of  cenfors,  when  neceffary,  may  call  a  convention, 
to  meet  two  years  after  their  fitting — to  alter  the  conftitution — the 
propofed  alterations  to  be  publiflied  at  Icall  fix  months  before  the 
dedion  of  delegates  to  fuch  convention* 
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SlTUAtlON,  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDARIES. 

X  HIS  State  is  lituated  between  42^  41' arid  45**  11'  N.  latitude,. 
knd  4<»  30^  and  6°  17'  E.  longitude  from  Philadelphia.  Itt  length 
from  the  northern  to  the  foiithern  cxtreniirjr  is  one  hundred  and 
fixty-eighf  miles ;  its  ^eateft  breadth,  meafured  fr6m  the  entrance 
of  Pafcataqua  harbour,  to  th^  mouth  of  Weft  river,  which  falls  into 
Connedicut  river,  oppoiite  the  towrt  of  Chefterfield,  is  ninety  miles. 
This  line  crofles  the  43d  degree  of^  latitude.  From  this  line  north* 
erly,  New-Hamp{hire  decreafes  in  breadth.  On  the  44th  degree 
of  latitude,  it  is  fifty-five  miles,  ind  6a  the  45th  degree,  nineteen 
HiiHes  wide. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  State  of  Mafiachufetts,  from 
which  it  is  divided  by  a  line,  beginning  on  the  fea  (hore,  at  a  point 
three  miles  northward  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Merrimack,  pur- 
fuing  a  courfe  fimilar  to  the  cunVatufe  of  that  river,  at  the  fame  dif- 
tance,  and  ending  at  a  point,  three  miles  north  of  Patucket  fell,  in 
the  town  of  Dracut.  From  this  pbint,  the  line  extends  on  a  fup- 
pofed  due  weft  courfe,  till  it  crofTes  Conoedicut  river,  and  ends  on 
its  weftern  bank,  the  diftkrice  being  fifty-five  miles. 

Ft-ohi  the  point  where  this  line  ftrikes  Connefticut  river,  up  to  the 
forty-fifth  degree  o^  latitude,  the  weftern  bank  of  that  river  is  the 
weftern  boundary  of  New-Haiiiplhire,  and  the  eaftem  boundary  of 
Vermont, 

On  its  eaf!ern  fide,  New-Hamp(hire  is  bounded  by  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  from  the  aforementioned  point,  three  miles  northward  of  the 
mouth  of  Merrimack  river,  along  the  fhore,  to  the  middle  of  the 
mam  entrance  of  Pafcataqua  harbour,  which  diftance  is  computed  to 
be  about  eighteen  miles.    Thence  the  boundary  line  runs  up  the 

Vol,  II.  I  middle 


^S  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

rtiidiilc  df  die  rivei^,  to  its  moft  northerly  head,  which  is  a  pond, 
Ctuated  partly  in  the  town  of  Wakefield,  and  partly  in  the  town  ol* 
Shaplcy,  in  the  county  of  York ;  a  diftance  from  the  mouth  of  the 
liarbour,  of  about  forty  miles,  in  N.N.W.courfe.  From  the  head 
of  this  pond,  according  to  the  royal  determination,  in  1 740,  the  di- 
viding line  was  to  run  "  north,  two  degrees  weft,  till  one  hundred 
sKid  twenty  miles  \Vere  finifhed,  from  the  mouth  of  Pafcataqua  har- 
bour, or  until  it  meet  with  his  Majefty's  other  governments.'*  The 
reafon  for  mentioning  this  fpecific  diftance  in  the  decree,  was,  that 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  were  the  extent  of  the  province  of 
Maine..  At  that  time,  no  other  governonent  fubje6t  to  the  Britifli 
crown  lay  in  that  dire6lion.  In  1763,  the  new  province  of  Quebec 
was  erected,  and  its  fouthern  boundary  was  "  a  line  paffing  along 
the  higb  lands,  which  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  thcmfelves  into  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  from  thofe  which  fall  ihto  the  fea."  By  the 
treaty  of  peace  between  America  and  Britain,  in  1783,  all  the  lands 
fouthward  of  that  line,  reckoning  it  from  the  eaft ward  "  to  the 
north-weft  bead  of  Connecticut  river,  and  thence  down  along  the 
middle  of  that  river,  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude," 
were  ceded  to  the  Unifed  States.  Thefe  determinations  have  been 
fo  conftrued,  as  to  favour  ap  extenfion  of  the  line  between  Nevv- 
Hampfliire  and  Maine,  to  the  high  lands  which  bound  the  pro- 
vince of  Qjiebecj  a  diftance  of  twenty-five  miles  beyond  the  northfern^ 
limits,  of  the  province  of  Maine. 

New-Hampfliire  is  bounded  en  the  north  by  theBritifh  province  of 
Quebec.  The  north-eallern  exiremity  of  this  boundary  line  is  a 
birch  tree,  marked  N.  E.  New-Hanipfhirc,  1789.  This'lme  ex- 
tends along  the  high  lands,  feventeen  miles  and  two  hundred  and 
fevcn  rods,  to  the  head  of  the  north-weftern  branch  of  Conne<Sticut 
river  J  at  which  extremity  is  a  fir  tree,  infcribed  N.  H.  N.W.- 
1789.  Thence  the  boundary  defcends  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of 
latitude,  along  the  middle  of  the  north-weftern  branch,  which  there- 
t)nite$  with  the  north-eaftern,  or  main  branch  of  the  riyer. 

AIR,  CLIMATE,  AND  SEASONS. 
'The  air  of  New-Hamprtiire  is  generally  pure  and  falutrious. 
-During  the  winter  months,  the  prevailing  wind  is  froni  the  north-^ 
weft,  which  is  dry,  cold,  and  bracing ;  it  rarely  brings  fnow,  but 
wh^n  It  does,  the  degree  of  cold  is  increaTed.  That  the  coldnefs  of 
the  north-weft  wind  is  owing  to  the  great^  lakes,  is  a  vulgar  error, 
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often  retailed  by  geographical  writers,  and  adopted  by  unthinking 
people.  AH  the  great  lakes  lie  we^ard  of  the  N.  W.pobt,  and 
fome  of  them  fonthward  of  W.  It  is  more  natural  to  fuppofe  that 
the  immenie  wildernefs,  but  efpecially  the  mountains,  when  corttti 
with  foow,  give  a  keennefs  to  the  air,  as  a  aikc  of  ice  to  a  quantity 
of  liquor  in  which  it  floats ;  and  that  this  aju*,  put  in  motion,  coOr 
veys  its  cold  as  far  as  it  extends. 

The  deepeft  fnows  fall  with  a  uorth-eai^.wind,  and  ftorpis  from 
that  quarter  are  moft  violent,  and  of  longeft  duration  ;  after  whicl^ 
the  wind  commonly  changes  to  the  N.  W.  and  blows  briikly  for  a  day 
or  two,  driving  the  fnow  into  heaps.  This  effect  is  produ^  only  iix 
the  open  grounds ;  in  the  foreil,  the  fnow  lies  leyel|  from  two  tp 
four  £^t  in  depth  throughout  the  winter.  On  the  mountsdns,  the 
fnow  falls  earlier,  and  remains  later  than  in  the  low  grounds.  Oft 
thofe  elevated  fummits,  the  winds  alfo  have  greater  force^  drivip]^ 
the  (how  into  the  long  and  deep  gullies  of  the  mountains^  where  it 
is  fo  confolidaced,  as  not  to  be  ealily  dilTolvcd  by  the  vernal  fun. 
Spots  of  fnow  are  feen  on  the  fouth  fides  of  the  mountains  as  late  as 
May,  and  on  the  higheft  till  July. 

Light  frofts  begin  in  September ;  in  Odober  they  are  more  fre- 
quent, and  by  the  end  of  that  month,  ice  is  made  in  fball  collec- 
tions of  water,  but  the  weaher  is  mo^ly  ferene.  November  Is  a  va? 
riable  month,  altemaicly  wet  and  dry ;  the  furfacc  of  the  ground  is 
frequently  frozen  and  thawed.  The  fame  weather  continues  througl^ 
a  part  of  Pecember,  but  commonly,  in  the  courfe  of  this  fpoaib, 
the  rivers  and  the  earth  are  thoroughly  ^zen,  and  well  prepared  tQ 
receive  and  retain  the  fqow.  January  often  prod\Ke9  a  thaw,  which 
is  fucceeded  by  a  fevere  froft.  In  February,  the  deepeft  fnows  and 
the  coldeft  weather  prevails  ;  but  the  loweft  deprdfion  of  the  ther- 
mometer is  generally  followed  by  wet  and  mild  weather.  March  is 
bluftering  and  cold,  with  frequent  flights  of  fnow  j  but  the  fun  i$ 
then  fo  hi^  as  to  melt  the  fnow  at  noon.  In  April,  the  open 
country  is  generally  cleared  of  fno.w,  but  it  commonly  lies  in  the 
wdods  till  May.  This  is  the  ufual  routine  of  the  wintry  feafon,  but 
there  are  fometimes  variations.  In  1771,  the  fnow  did  not  fall  till, the 
end  of  Janjjary ;  in  .1786,  it  was  very  deep  in  the  beginning  of  De- 
cember. When  the  fnow  comes  early,  it  preferves  the  ground  from 
beifig  deeply  frozen,  otherwife  the  frpft  penetrates  to  the  depth  qf 
three  feet  or  more. 

I »  *  From 
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From  the  middle  of  September,  the  mornings  and  evenings  oegiit 

to  be  fo  chill,  that  a  fmall  fire  becomes  a  ^efirable  companion.  In 
O^ober,  the  weather  requires  one  to  be  kept  more  fieadily ;  from 

the  ticoc  that  the  autumnal  rains  come  on  in  Novenpber,  it  is  in- 
Tariably  neceflarjr  to  the  end  of  March ;  in  April  it  is  intermitted  at 
noon ;  a  ftorm  is  always  expc£^ed  iq  May,  and,  till  that  is  paft,  thie 
chimney  is  not  clofed ;  they  therefore  reckon  eight  months  of  cold 
weather  in  the  year. 

It  has  often  been  obfcrved,  that  thunder  clouds,  when  near  th<J 
earth,  feem  to  be  attraded  by  large  colle6kions  of  water.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  lakes  and  ponds,  the  thunder  is  reverberated  from 
the  furrounding  mountains  in  a  grand  and  foleipn  echo  of  long  conti- 

.  nuance. 

A  fouth-weft  breeze  ii^  fummer  is  accon\panied  with  a  ferene  (ky^ 

:and  this  is  the  warmeft  of  their  winds.  The  N.  W.  wind  does  not 
blow  in  fiiinmer,  but  after  a  thunder  fliower,  whep  its  elafticity  an4 
coolnefs  are  as  refreQiing  as  the  preceding  heat  is  tedious. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  frefli  rivers  and  ponds,  a  whitifti  fog  in 
the  morning,  lying  over  the  water,  is  a  fure  indication  of  fair  wea- 
ther for  that  day,  and  when  no  fog  is  feen,  rain  is  expected  before 
night.  In  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  country,  the  afcent  of  va- 
pours, and  their  formation  into  clouds,  is  a  curious  and  entertaining 
obje6t.  The  vapours  are  feen  rifing  in  fmall  columns,  like  fmoHe 
from  chimne}'s ;  when  rifen  to  a  certain  height,  they  fpread,  mee^, 
condenfe,  and  are  attra£^ed  by  the  mountains,  whete  they  cuher 
diflil  in  gentle  dews,  and  replenifli  the  fprings,  or  defcend  in  fliowers, 
accompanied  with  thunder.  After  ihort  intermiflSons,  the  proccfs 
is  repeated  many  times  in  the  courfe  of  a  fummer  day,  affording  ^ 
travellers  a  lively  illuftration  of  what  is  pbferved  in  the  book  of  Job, 
«  they  are  wet  with  the  (liowers  of  the  mountain."* 

The  aurora  horealis  was  firft  noticed  in  New-Hampihire,  in  the 
year  i7i9.t     The  elder  people  fty  it  is  much  more  frequent  now 

th^ 

"^  Job.  xxiv.  8. 

f  The  following  account  of  this  appearance  is  taken  from  the  Boftbn  News  Letter 
of  March  14,  1720. 

"  The  late  extraordinary  appearance  in  the  heavens,  of  December  n,  is  the  firft  of 
the  kind  that  is  known  to  have  been  feen  in  New.England,  and  yras  at  the  fame  time 
obfcrved  throughout  the  country.  Some  fay  it  was  feen  at  three  feveral  times,  viz.  at 
eighty  twelve,  and  again  toward  mombg.     The  account  of  fome  is^  of  a  cloud  lyin^f 
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fhan  formerly.  It  fometimes  appears  in  the  fonn  of  a  luminoirj 
arch,  extending  from  call  to  wefl,  but  more  commonly  rifes  from  a 
dark  coqye^^ity  in  the  north,  and  flafhe^  upward  toward  the  zenith. 
In  a  calm  night,  and  in  the  intervab  between  gentle  flaws  of  wind» 
an  attentive  ear,  in  a  retired  fituation^  may  perceive  it  to  ^e  acconi^ 
panied  with  a  found.^  This  luminous  appearance  has  been  oblerved 
in  all  feafons  of  the  year^  in  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  and  in  alf 
the  intermediate  degrees.  The  colour  of  tjie  ftreams  is  fometimes 
y.iriegated,  white,  blue,  yellow  and  red,  the  luftre  of  which, 
refleded  frpm  the  fnow^  is  an  appearance  highly  pidurefq  ue  and  cn-i 
tertainin^. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,    SEA  COAST, 
MOUNTAINS,    &c. 

The  whole  extent  of  the  fea  coaft,  from  the  fouthern  boundary, 
fo  the  moqth  of  Pafcataqua  harbour,  U  about  eighteen  miles.  The 
ihore  is  moftly  a  fandy  beech,  within  which  are  fait  marfties,  inter- 
felled  by  creeks.  There  are  feveral  coves  for  iifliing  vefTels,  hut  the 
only  harbour  for  fhips,  and  the  only  fea  port  in  New-Hamplhire,  is 
Pafcataqua,  where  the  fhore  is  rocky  ;  its  latitude  is  43*^  5'  N.  and 
jts  longitude^  70**  41'  W.  from  the  royal  obfervatory  at  Green- 
wich. 

In  the  middle  of  the  Ijarbour's  mouth,  lies  Great-Ifland,  on  which 
the  town  of  Newcalile  is  built.  On  the  N.  E.  point  of  this  ifland  a 
light  houfe  was  erefted  in  1771,  at  the  expence  of  the  province,  bpt 
jt  is  now  ceded  to  the  United  States.  The  direftion?  for  entering  the 
harbour  are  thefe :  "  Ships  coming  from  the  Eafl,  Ihould  keep  in 
twelve  fathom,  till  the  light  bears  N.  half  a  point  E.  or  W,  diftai^t 
three  miles,  to  avoid  a  ledge  of  rocks  which  lies  off  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour,    then  bear  away  fpr  the  light,  keeping  the  weftcni 

iengthway,  toward  the  north-weft  and  north-eaft ;  from  the  ends  of  which  arofe  two 
fclolids,  afcending  toward  the  middle  of  the  heavens,  of  a  deep  red  colour,  and  almoU 
meeting  each  other,  then  defccnding  toward  the  place  whence  they  arofe.  The  air  was 
li^ht  in  the  time  of  it,  as  a  little  after  fun  for,  or  before  fun  rife  5  ajid  fomc  faw  lights, 
^mething  Ijkc  Ihcptipg  ftars,  ftreaming  upwards  from  the  clouds.  It  was  fcen  in  our 
fowns  all  Along ;  and  the  great  variety  of  accounts  pay  in  part  proceed  from  this,  tha^  ' 
^omc  faw  only  one,  others  another  of  its  appearances.'* 

*  If  any  perfon  wopld  have  a  prccifc  i^ea  of  the  found,  caufed  by  the  flafhing  of  the 
4mrera  borealis,  let  him  hold  a  filk  handkerchief  by  the  corner,  in  om  hand,  and  with 
^  thmnb  and  fin^r  of  the  other  hand,  make  a  c^iQk  flroke  along  its  edge. 
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ihore  on  board,  and  coming  no  nearer  that  fliore  than  the  depth  of 
^ine  fathoms,  giving  the  light  a  proper  birth,  and  Handing  over  to 
the  northern  (liore  of  the  river,  ^  where  they  may  anchor  in  nine  fa- 
thoms, abreaft  of  Sparhawk's  point.  Ships  coming  from  the  fouth- 
ward,  (hould  pbferve  the  fame  directions  refpeCling  the  light,  and 
Jteep  in  nine  fathoms  on  the  weftern  fliore." 

Between  the  north  fide  of  Great-Ifland  and  -Kittery  ftiore,  is  the 
pain  entrance,  about  a  mile  wide,  nine  and  ten  fathoms  deep.  The 
anchorage  is  good ;  the  fliore  is  lined  with  rocks ;  the  harbour  is 
land-locked  on  all  fides,  and  perfectly  fafe.  The  tides  rife  from  ten 
to  fourteen  feet.  The  other  entrance  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Great- 
Jfland  is  called  Little  Harbour ;  the  water  here  is  flioal,  and  the 
bottom  fandy. 

There  are  feveral  iflands  in  the  river,  between  which  and  the 
Azores  are  channels  for  fmall  veiTels  and  boats.  Between  the  upper 
end  of  Great- Jfland,  and  the  town  of  Portfmouth,  on  the  fouthern 
lide  of  the  river,  is  a  broad,  deep,  ftill  water,  called  the  Pool, 
where  the  largefl  fliips  may  lie  very  conveniently  and  fecurely.  This 
yrzs  the  ufual  flation  for  the  maft  ftiips,  of  which  feven  have  been 
loading  at  one  tiptie. 

The  main  channel  lies  between  Pierce's  ifland  and  Seavey's,  on 
pach  of  which,  batteries  of  cannon  were  planted,  and  entrenchments 
fonned  in  1775.  ^^^  the  ftream  is  contracted  to  a  very  narrow  paf- 
fage,  and  the  tide  is  extremely  rapid,  but  the  water  is  deep,  with  a 
bold  rocky  fliorp  on  each  fide.  The  rapidity  of  the  current  prevents 
the  river  from  freezing  in  the  feverell  winters. 

Three  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  lie  the  ifles  of 
Shoals,  which  are  feven  in  number.  On  Star-Ifland,  the  town 
pf  Gofport  is  built,  which  belongs  to  New-Hampihire.  The 
dividing  line  rups  between  that  and  the  next  ifland  to  the  northward, 
which  belong?  to  Mafllachufetts  ;  here  is  a  good  road  with  moorings, 
and  an  artifioial  dock  hasbeen  conftruCted,  with  great  labour  aqd  ^- 
pence,  by  Mr.  Haley,  for  fifliing  veflels.  Ships  fometimes  take 
ilielter  here  in  bad  weather,  but  it  i$  not  then  f^fe  for  th9fe  of  large 
bulk.  Thefe  iflands  l)cing  of  fplid  rock,  with  but  little  earth,  are 
incapable  of  any  improvcn>eht  by  tillage,  though  they  afford  Ibme 
pafturage  and  gardens.  The  inhabitants  have  forme^'ly  carried  6n 
the  cod  fifliery  to  great  advantage,  but  it  has  been  for  fome  years 
dcvlini^g.      Salt-works  have  been  erected  on  one  of  the  iflands, 
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"wrhich  have  yielded  fait  of  a  fuperior  quality,  excellently  adapted  to 
the  curing  of  fifli. 

The  remarkable  mountain,  Agamenticus,  lies  about  four  leagues 
north  of  the  entrance  of  Pafcataqua,  and  there  are  three  inferior  fum- 
mksy  known  by  the  name  of  Frofl's  Hills,  at  a  lefs  diftance  on  the 
N.  W.  Thefe  are  fituate  within  the  county  of  York,  formerly  called 
the  province  of  Maine ;  but  from  the  fea,  no  remarkable  high  lands 
appear,  which  are  within  the  limits  of  New*Hampflure,  nearer  thaa 
twenty  or  thirty  miles.  The  firft  ridge  is  continued  through  tho 
towns  of  Rocheftei*,  Barrihgton,  and  Nottingham,  and  the  feverat 
fummits  are  diftinguiflied  by  different  names,  as  Teneriffe,  Saddle-^ 
back,  Tuckaw^ay,  &c.  but  the  general  name  is  the  Bfue  Hills.  Beyon(l 
thefe  are  feveral  higher  ones,  as  Mount  Major,  Moofe  Mountain,, 
5:c.  thefe  are  not  in  a  continued  railge,  but  detached ;  between  them 
are  many  fmaller  elevations,  fome  of  which  arc,  and  others  are  not^ 
diftindtly  named.  Farther  back  the  mountains  rife  higher,  and 
among  the  third  range,  Chocorua,  Offapy,  and  Kyarfarge,  claim 
the  pre-eminence.  Beyond  thefe,  is  the  lofty  ridge,  which  is  com- 
monly called  the  height  of  land,  becaufe  it  feparates  the  branches  of 
the  river  Conne6licut  from  thofe  of  Merrimack.  In  this  ridge  la 
the  Grand  Monadnock,  twenty-two  miles  eaft  of  the  river  Coiitiec- 
ticut,  and  ten  miles  north  of  the  fouthern  boundary  line.  Thirty 
miles  north  of  this,  lies  Sunnapee  Mountain,  and  forty-eight  miles 
farther  in  the  fame  direction  is  Moofhelock.  The  ridge  then  is  con- 
tinued north-eafterly,  dividing  the  waters  of  the  rivei:  Conne£!icut 
from  thofe  of  Saco  and  Amarifcoggin.  Here  the  mouritaihs  rife 
much  higher,  and  the  mofl  elevated  fummits  in  this  fange  are  the 
White  Mourttains. 

Mountains  appear  of  different  colours,  according  fo  the  natufe  of 
their  exterior  furface,  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  diftanCe6fthe 
obferver.  They  are  all  covered  with  wood,  the  fmaller  ones  \<rholly^ 
the  larger  have  bald  fummits,  which  appear  white,  as  long  as  the 
fnow  remains ;  but  at  other  times  vary  their  colour  according  to  the 
diffance  of  the  obferver.  If  he  is  very  nigh,  they  appear  6f  the  grey 
Colour  of  the  rock,  and  the  farther  he  recedes,  their  appt^aranCe  is 
a  paler  blue,  till  it  becomes  nearly  of  the  colour  of  the  Iky.  The 
woody  parts  of  nioun tains,  when  viewed  at  a  fmall  diilance,  are 
green,  at  a  greater  diflance,  blue.  From  fome  favourable  litua* 
tions,  all'thcfc  varieties  may  be  feen  at  once  ;  ri^duntains  of  different 
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ihades,  tdKturcs,  and  elevations^  arc  prefented  to  the  eye  of  the  cu* 

rioiis  x)fererver. 

The  wood  on  thefe  mountains  is  of  various  kinds,  biit  they  have 
all  more  or  lefs  of  the  evergreens,  as  pine,  fpruce,  hemlock,  and 
Cr>  intermixed  with  fhrubs  and  vines.  It  is  univerfally  obfcrved^ 
Aat  trees  of  every  kind  din:iinifh  in  their  fize  toward  the  fummit ; 
inany  of  them,  tlioiigh  (hort,  appear  to  be  very  aged.  On  fome' 
mountains  we  find  a  ilirubbeiy  of  hemlock  and  fpruce,  wliofe 
branches  are  knit  together  fo  as  to  be  impenetrable  ;  the  fnow  lodges 
on  their  tops,  arid  a  cavity  is  formed  underneath  ;  thefe  are  called  by 
the  Indians,  Hakmantaks* 

On  the  tops  of  feveral  of  the  highelt  mountains,  are  fmall  collec- 
tions o^  water,  and  on  others,  marfliy  fpots,  which  are  frequented  by 
aquatic  birds.  The  roads  over  thofe  mountains  which  are  palTable, 
kre  frequently  wet  and  miry,  while  the  valleys  below  are  diy. 
About  two  or  tliree  feet  under  the  furface  of  the  mountain,  is  a  firni, 
earth,  called  the  pan,  which  is  impenetrable  by  water;  the  rains  and 
dews  are  therefore  retained  in  the  fofter  foil,  or  formed  into  fprings 
and  brooks*  T^his  foil  is  made  by  the  rotting  of  fallen  leaved  and 
woo(i,  the  growth  of  part  ages. 

Mountainous  countries  are  obferved  to  be  nioft  fubje£l  to  earth- 
quakes, and  the  nearer  any  lands  are  to  mbuntains,  it  may  be  ex- 
jpe6ted  that  thefe  commotions  will  be  more  frequent.  New-England 
has  never  been  viiited  with  deftruftive  earthquakes,  but  more  lliocks 
have  been  obftrved  iii  its  hortKern  than  in  its  fouthern  parts.  After 
the  great  Ihocks  in  1727  and  1755,  which  were  perceived  through 
a  great  part  of  the  continent,  fmaller  tliocks  were  more  frequent 
in  New-Hampfhire  than  at  Boflon.  From  1755  to  ^774,  fcarcely  a 
-jea^^paiTed  without  fome  repetition;  from  that  time  to  i7$3»  none 
were  obferved,  and  there  Itave  been  but  two  or  thrfee  fince. 

Several  phenomena  refpeAing  the  larger  niountains,  afford  mat- 
ter of  amufement,  and  fome  are  of  real  ufe.  People  who  live  near 
them,  humouroufly  ftile  the  mountains  their  almanack,  becaufe  by 
the  afcent  and  attradlion  of  vapours,  they  can  form  a  judgment  of  the 
weather.  If  a  cloud  is  attra<^ed  by  a  mountain,  arid  hovers  on  its* 
top,  they  predi<5t  rain ;  and  if,  after  rain,  the  moinitain  continues  cap- 
ped, they  expert  a  repetition  of  Iliowers.  A  ilorm  is  preceded  for 
feveral  hours  by  a  roaring  of  the  mountain,  which  may  be  heard  ten 
or  twelve  miles.  This  is  frequently  obferved  by  people  who  live  near 
the  grand  Monadnock.    It  is  alfo  faid,  that  wlien  there  is  a^perfe£t 
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ttalm  6a  tbb  ibuth  ildc,  there  is  fometimes  a  furious  wind  on  the 
tiortfa,  which  drives  the  ihow»  fo  that  it  is  feen  whirling  far  above 
the  treesv* 

The  town  of  Mbultenborough  lies  under  the  S*  W.  fldi  of  the 
great  OSkpy  mountain,  and  it  is  there  obferved,  thaj  in  a  (J.  E.  ftorm, 
**  the  wind  falls  over  the  mountain  like  water  over  a  dam,  and  with 
fuch  a  force  as  frequently  to  unroof  the  houfes."f 

The  altitude  of  this  mountain  has  not  been  afcertalned^  but  that 
of  the  grand  Monadnock  was  meafured  in  1780,  by  James  Winthrop, 
Efq*  by  means  of  a  barometer,  and  the  table  of  cdrrefppnding 
heights,  in  Martin's  Philof$phica  Britanntca.\  At  the  bafe^  on  the 
north  fide^  the  barometer  being  at  28,4,  gave  an  elevation  of  one 
tboufand  three  hundred  and  ninety-five  feet.  At  the  upper  edge 
of  the  wood  it  was  at  27,0,  which  denoted  two  thoufand  ^:l  hundred 
eighty-two  feet ;  and  at  the  higheft  point  of  the  rock  26,4,  which 
announced  to  elevation  of  three  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty-four 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea. 

The  bafc  of  this  mountain  is  about  five  miles  in  diameter,  from 
toorth  to  fouth,  and  about  three  from  eafl  to  wefl.  Its  fummit  is  a 
bald  rock;  on  fome  parts  of  it  are  large  piles  of  broken  rocks^  and  on 
the  fides  are  fome  appearailces  of  the  explofion  of  fubtcrraneous 
fires. 

A  fimilar  phenomenon  has  been  obferved  on  a  mountain,  in  the 
townfiiip  of  Chefterfielcfi  adjoining  Cojnnedticut  river,  called  Wefl 
river  mountain.  About  the  year  1730,  the  garrifon  of  Fort  Dum- 
mer,  diflant  four  miles,  was  alarmed  with  frequent  explofionsj  and 
\i'ith  columns  of  fire  and  fmoke  emitted  from  the  mountain.  The  like 
appearances  have  been  obferved  at  various  times  fince,  particularly 
one  in  1 5^S^>  which  was  the  mdft  violent  qf  any.  There  are  two  places 
Where  the  rocks  be^r  marks  df  having  been  heatjd  and  calcinedi  A 
company  of  perfons  having  conceived  a  notion  of  preciou?  metals 
being  contained  in  this  mountain,  have  penetrated  it  in  various  di- 
tedions,  and  have  found  further  evidences  of  internal  fires^  parti- 
cularly a  large  quantity  of  fcoriae^  in  fome  .parts  loofe,  in  others  ad- 
hering to  the  rocks.  The  only  valuable  eflfe^t  of  their  induftry  is 
the  difcovery  of  a  fine^  foft,  yellow  e^rthj  which  when  ijurned,  is 
changed  into  a  brown  pigijient,  and  another  of  the  colour  of  the 
peach  bloflbm.    There  is  ^Ifo  obferved  on  the  earth,  which  has  been 

*  Ainfworth's  MS.  letter.       f.  ShVs  MS^  Wttct,       %  V9I II.  p- 13*« 
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thrown  out,  a  white  incruftation,  which  has  the  tafte  of  nkre.  Tlid 
top  of  the  mountain  is  an  area  of  about  twenty  rods  fquare,  which  is 
hollow,  and  in  a  wet  feafon  is  filled  with  water,  as  is  common  on  the 
tops  of  mountains,  but  there  is  no  appearance  of  fuch  a  crater  as  is  pe- 
culiar to  volcanos.  Under  the  mountain  arc  many  fragments  of  rock 
which  have  fallen  from  it,  but  whether  by  explofiona,  or  any  other  con* 
vuifion*?^  or  by  force  of  the  froft,  cannot  be  afcertaifned.  An  account  of 
thefe  appearances  was  fent  to  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  by 
the  late  Daniel  Jones,  Efq-  of  Hinfdale.*  Since  which,  it  is  faid, 
that  the  nqifc  has  been  again  heard ;  but  in  a  late  vifit  to  the  moun- 
tain, by  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Gay,  no  fign  of  any  recent  explofion  could 
be  difcovered  ;  nor  can  any  thing  be  added  to  what  Mr.  Jones  has 
written  on  the  fubje£t.f 

The  White  Mountains  are  by  far  the  moft  ftupendons  of  any 
in  this  State,  or  in  New- England,  and  perhaps  arc  the  moft  remark- 
able of  any  wirhin  the  United  States ;  they  therefore  merit  particur- 
lar  notice.    Mr.  Belknap  elegantly  defcribes  them  as  follows : 

From  the  earlieft  fettlement  of  the  country,  the  White  Moun- 
tains have  attracted  the  attention  of  all  forts  of  pcrfons.  They  arc 
undoubtedly  the  higheft  land  in  New-England,  and  in  clear  weather 
are  difcovered  before  any  other  land,  by  veffels  coming  in  to  the 
eaftern  coaft;  but,  by  reafon  of  their  white  appearance,  are  fre- 
quently miftaken  for  clouds.  They  are  vifible  on  the  land  at  the 
diftance  of  eighty  miles,  on  the  fouth  and  fouth-eaft  fides ;  they 
appear  higher  when  viewed  from  the  north-eaft,  and  it  is  faid,  they 
are  iccn  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Chambl^  and  Quebec.  The 
Indians  gave  them  the  name  of  Agiocbook :  they  have  a  very  ancient 
tradition  that  their  country  was  once  drowned,  with  all  its  inhabi-  ' 
tants,  except  one  Powaw  and  his  wife,  who,  forefeeing  the  flood, 
fled  to  thefe  mountains,  where  they  were  preferved,  and  that  fi-om 
them  the  country  was  re-]>eopled.t  They  had  a  fuperftitious  vene- 
ration for  the  fummit,  as  the  habitation  of  invifible  beings ;  they 
never  ventured  to  afcend  it,  and  always  endeavoured  to  difluade 
every  one  from  the  attempt.  From  them,  and  the  captives,  whom 
they  fometimes  led  to  Canada,  through  the  pafles  of  thefe  moun- 
tains, many  fictions  have  been  propagated,  which  have  given  rife  to 
marvellous   and  incredible  floriesj   particularly,  it  has  been  re- 

*  Memoirs,  Vol.  L  p.  312.  f  Gay's  MS,  Letter;  O^.  29,  1790. 

I  Joffclyn's  Voyage  to  New-Ei^Umd,  p.  135. 
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ported,  that  at  immenfe  and  inacceffible  heights,  there  have  bcea 
^ea  carbuncles,  which  are  fuppofed  to  appear  luminous  in  the 
night.  Some  writers,  who  have  attempted  to  give  an  account  of 
thefe  mountains,  have  afcribed  the  whitenefs  of  them  to  iliining 
rocks,  or  a  kind  of  white  mofs ;  and  the  higheft  fammit  has  been 
deemed  inacceffible,  on  account  of  the  extreme  cold,  which  threatens 
to  freeze  the  traveller  in  the  midft  of  fummcr. 

Nature  has,  indeed,  in  that  region,  formed  her  works  on  a  large 
fcale,  and  prefented  to  view  many  objedts  which  do  not  ordinarily 
occur.  A  perfon  who  is  unacquainted  with  a  mountainous  country, 
cannot,  upon  his  firft  coming  into  it,  make  an  adequate  judgment 
of  heights  and  diilances  ;  he  will  imagine  every  thing  to  be  nearer 
and  lefs  than  it  really  is,  until,  by  experience,  he  learns  to  correft 
his  apprehenfions,  and  accommodate  his  eye  to  the  magnitude  and 
fituation  of  the  objedl  around  him.  When  amazement  is  excited  by 
the  grandeur  and  fublimity  of  the  fcenes  prefented  to  view,  it  is  ne* 
^flary  to  curb  the  imagination,  and  exercife  judgment  with  mathc- 
inatical  precifion ;  or  the  temptation  to  romance  will  be  invincible. 

The  White  Mountains  are  the  moft  elevated  part  of  a  ridge,  which 
extends  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  to  an  immenfe  diftance.  The  area  of  their 
bafe  is  an  irregular  figure,  the  whole  circuit  of  which  is  not  lefs 
than  fixty  miles.  The  number  of  fummits  within  this  area  cannot 
at  prcfent  be  afcertaincd,  the  country  round  them  being  a  thick  wil- 
demefs.  The  greateft  number  which  can  be  feen  at  once  is  at  Dart.- 
mouth,  on  the  N.  W.  fide,  where  feven  fummits  appear  at  one 
view,  of  which  four  are  bald ;  of  thefe,  the  three  higheft  are  the 
moft  4iftant,  being  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  cluftcr ;  one  of  thefe 
is  the  mountain  which  makes  fo  majeftic  an  appearance  all  along  the> 
ibore  of  the  eaftern  counties  of  MaiTachufctts ;  it  has  lately  been 
diftlnguifhed  by  the  name  of  Mount  Wajhington^ 

To  arrive  at  the  foot  of  this  mountain  there  is  a  continual  afcent 
of  twelve  miles  from  the  plain  of  Pigwacket,  which  brings  the  tra* 
veller  to  the  height  of  land. between  Saco  and  Amarifcoggin  rivers. 
At  this  height  there  is  a  level  of  about  a  mile  fquare,  part  of  which 
is  a  meadow,  formerly  a  beaver  pond,  with  a  dam  at  each  end ; 
here,  though  elevated  more  than  three  thoufand  feet  above  the  level 
•f  the  fea,  the  traveller  finds  himfelf  in  a  deep  valley.  On  the  eaft 
is  a  fteep  mountain,  out  of  which  ifiue  feveral  fprings,  one  of  which 
is  the  fountain  of  Ellis  river,  a  branch  of  Saco,  which  runs  fouth ; 
4ioothcr,  pf  Peabody  river,  a  branch  of  Amarifcoggin,  which  runs 

K  %  north: 
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north :  from  this  meadow,  towards  the  weft,  there  is  an  tioktcr^ 
rupted  afcent  on  a  ridge  between  two  deep  gullies  to  the  fuiruni^ 
of  Mount  Wafliiiigton. 

The  lower  part  of  the  mountain  is  (haded  by  a  Aick  growth  of 
fpruce  and  fir.  The  furface  is  compofed  of  rocks^  coyci^d  with 
yery  long  green  mofs,  which  extends  from  oive  rock  to  another,  an4 
is,  in  many  places,  fo  thick  and  ftrong,  as  to  bear  a  man^s  weight, 
^his  immenfe  bed  of  mofs  ferves  as  a  fponge  to  retain  the  moifture 
brought  by  the  clouds  and  vapours,  which  are  frequently  rifing  an4 
gatliering  rpuncl  the  mountains ;  the  thick  growth  of  wood  prevents 
the  rays  of  the  fun  from  penetrating  to  exhale  it,  fo  that  there  is  a 
conftant  fupply  of  water  depofited  in  the  crevices  of  the  rocks,  and 
^fluing  in  the  form  of  fprings  from  every  part  of  the  mountain. 

The  rocks  which  compofe  the  furface  of  the  mountain  arc,  in 
fome  parts,  flate,  in  others  flint ;  fome  fpecimcns  of  rock  chryftaj 
have  been  found,  but  of  no  great  value  :  no  lime-flone  has  yet  beeq 
difcovered,  though  the  mofl  likely  rocks  have  been  tried  with  aqu?^- 
fortis.  There  is  one  precipice  on  the  eaftcrn  fide,  not  only  cora^ 
pletely  perpendicular,  but  compofed  of  fquare  flones,  as  rejgular  as 
a  piece  of  mafonry ;  it  is  about  five  feet  high,  and  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  in  length.  The  uppermoft  rocks  of  the  mountain  are  the 
common  quartz,  of  a  dark  grey  colour ;  when  broken,  they  (hew 
very  fmall  fliining  fpecks,  but  there  is  no  fuch  appearance  on  the 
fxterior  part.  The  eaflern  fide  of  the  mountain  rifes  in  an  angle  of 
forty-five  degrees,  and  requires  fix  or  feyen  hours  of  hard  labour  to 
afcend  it.  Many  of  the  precipices  are  to  iteep  as  to  oblige  the  tra-f 
veller  to  ufe  his  hands  as  well  as  feet,  and  to  hold  by  the  trees,  which 
diminifli  in  fize  till  they  degenerate  into  fhrubs  and  buflies ;  above 
tnefe  are  low  vines,  fome  bearing  red  $nd  others'blue  berries,  anS 
the  uppermoft  vegetation  is  a  fpecies  of  grafs,  called  >yinter  grafs, 
mixed  witl^  the  mofs  of  the  rocks.^ 
/  JlaviM 

*  '  At  the  baff  of  the  fummit  of  Mount  Wafljington  the  limits  of  vegetation  miiy 
-with  propriety  be  fixed  ;  there  are,  indeed,  on  fome  of  the  rocks,  evcii  to  their 
apices,  fcattered  fpecks  of  a  moffy  appearance,  but  I  conceive  them  to  be  extraneou$ 
fubftancc  ^  accidentally  adhering  to  the  rocks,  for  I  coi^Id  not  difcover,  with  my  bo- 
tanical micrclcope,  any  part  of  that' plant  regularly  formed.  The  limits  of  vegeta* 
tion  at  the  bafe  of  Jhis  fqmmit  are  as  well  defined  as  that  between  the  woods  and  the 
bald  or  moTy  part.  So  ftriking  is  ihe  appearance,  that  at  a  confiderable  difhmcc  the 
mind  is  imprcffcd  with  an  idea,  that  vegetation  extend?  no  farther  than  a  linej^  as 
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Ifaviag  furmouiited  the  upper  and  fleepefl  precipice,  there  is  t 

horg^  area,  called  the  plain  ;   it  is  a  dry  heath,  compoftd  of  rockt 

covered  with  mofs,  and  bearing  the  appearance  of  a  pailure  in  the 

beginning  of  the  winter  feafon.    la  fome  openings,  between  the 

roclcs,  therp  ve  fprings  of  water,  in  others,  dry  gravel ;  here  th^ 

grous,  or  heath  bird,  reforts,  and  is  generally  out  c^  dinger ;  fcvcral 

of  them  were  (hot  by  fome  travellers  in  O^ober,  1774.    The  extent 

of  this  plaia  is  uncertain ;  frbn^  the  eaflern  fide  to  the  foot  of  the 

pinnacle,  or  fug^r  loj^f,  it  is  nearly  level,  and  it  may  be  walked  over 

in  lefs  than  an  hoar.    The  fugar  loaf  is  a  pyramidal  heap  of  grey 

rocks,  which,  in  fome  places,  are  formed  like  winding  fleps  ;  thi$ 

pinnacle  has  been  aicended  in  one  hour  and  a  half.    The  traveller 

having  gained  the  fummit,  is  recompenfcd  for  his  toil,  if  the  fky  be 

fcrene,  with  a  moft  noble  and  extcnfive  profped.    On  the  fouth-eafl: 

fide  there  is  a  view  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  the  peareft  part  of  which  19 

fixty-five  miles  in  a  direft  line  ;  on  the  weft  and  north  the  profpe^ 

is  bounded  by  the  high  lands,  which  feparate'the  waters  of  Con* 

pefticut  and  Amarifcoggin  rivers,   from  thofe  of  lake  Champlaia 

and  St.  Lawrence.     On  the  foiith,  it  extends  to  the  fouthernmoft 

ipountains  of  New-Hampftiire,  comprehendihg  a  view  of  tiie  laUs 

Winipifeogee.     On  every  fide  of  thefe  mountains  are  long  winding 

gullies,  beginning  at  the  precipice  below  the  plain,  and  deepening  in 

the  defccnt.    In  winter  the  ihow  lodges  in  thefe  gullies,  and  being 

well  defined  as  the  penumbra  and  fbadow  in  a  lunar  eclipfe.  The  flones  I  have  by 
IXie,  from  the  fummit,  have  not  the  fmalleft  appearance  of  mofs  upon  them. 

<  There  is  evidently  the  appearance  of  thiee  zones — i,  the  woods — 2,  the  bald 
TOffffy  part — 3,  the  part-above  v^etatlon.  The  fame  appearance  lias  been  obierve^  oi\ 
tbe  Alps^  and  all  other  high  mountains. 

«  I  recoiled  no  grafs  on  the  plain.  The  fpaces  between  the  rocks  in  the  fecond  zone 
and  on  the  plain,  are  filled  with  fpruce  and  fir,  which,  perhaps,  have  been  growing 
ever  fince  the  creation,  and  yet  many  of  them  have  not  attained  a  greater  height  than 
three  or  four  inches,  but  their  fpreading  tops  are  fo  thick  and  ftrong,  as  to  fupport 
the  weight  of  a  man,  without  yielding  in  the  fmalleft  degree ;  the  fnows  and  winds 
k^ng  the  furfiK:e  even  with  the  general  furface  of  the  rocks.  In  many  places,  oa 
the  fides,  w«  could  get  glades  of  this  grovrth,  fome  rods  in  extent,  when  we  could,  by 
fitting  down,  Aide  the  whole  length.  The  tops  of  the  growth  of  wood  were  fo  thick 
and  firm,  as  to  bev  us  currently  a  confiderable  difiance  before  we  arrived  at  the  ut- 
moft  boundaries,  which  were  almoft  as  well  defined  as  the  water  on  the  ihorc  of  a 
pond.  The  tops  of  the  wood  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  fhorn  off,  exhibiting  a 
imooth  furiace  from  their  upper  limits  to  a  great  dij^ance  down  the  mountain.'  MS^ 
f  Dr.  Cufkr. 

driven 


7^  GENERAL   DESCRIPTION 

4rivf  n  by  the  north-weft  and  north-eaft  wind,  from  the  top,  is  deepeft 
in  thofe  which  are  fituated  on  the  foutherly  fide.  It  is  obferved  to 
lie  longer  in  the  fpring  on  the  fouth  than  on  the  north-weft  fide, 
which  is  the  cafe  with  many  other  hills  in  New-HampftMre. 

A  ranging  company,  who  afcended  the  higheft  mountain,  on  the 
N.  W.  part,  April  29th,  1 725,  found  the  fnow  four  feet  deep  on  that 
£de ;  the  fummit  was  almoft  bare  of  fnow,  though  covered  with 
white  froft  and  ice,  and  a  fmall  pond  of  water  near  the  top  was  hard 
frozen. 

In  1774,  fome  men  who  were  making  a  road  through  the  eaftern 
pals  of  the  mountains,  afcended  the  mountain  to  the  fummit,  on  the 
6th  of  June,  and  on  the  fouth  fide,  in  one  of  the  deep  gullies,  foun4 
^body  of  (how  thirteen  feet  deep,  and  fo  hard  as  to  bear  them.  On 
the  X9th  of  the  fame  month  fome  of  the  party  afcended  again,  and 
in  the  iame  fpot  the  fnow  was  iivt  feet  deep.  In  the  firft  week  of 
September,  1783,  two  men,  who  attempted  to  afcend  the  moun- 
tab,  found  the  bald  top  fo  covered  with  fnow  and  ice,  then  newfy 
formed,  that  itiey  could  not  reach  the  fummit  5  but  this  does  not 
liappen  evefy  year  fo  foon,  for  the  mountain  has  been  afcended  as 
late  as  the  firft  week  in  October,  when  no  fnow  was  upon  it ;  and 
though  the  mountains  begin  to  be  covered,  at  times,  with  fnow, 
as  learly  as  September,  yet  it  goes  off  again,  and  feldom  gets 
fixed  till  the  end  of  OdobiEr,  or  the  beginning  of  November;  but 
from  that  time  it  remains  till  July.  In  the  year  1784,  fnowr  was 
ieen  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  largeft  mount^n  till  the  12th  of  July ; 
in  1790,  it  lay  till  the  month  of  Augufl. 

Dtlring  this  period,  of  nine  or  ten  months,  the  mountains  exhibit 
more  or  lefs  of  that  bright  appearance  from  which  they  are  deno- 
minated white.  In  the  fpring,  when  the  fnow  is  partly  difTolved, 
they  appear  of  a  pale  blue,  ftreaked  with  white;  and  after  it  is 
wholly  gone,  at  the  diftance  of  fixty  miles,  they  are  altogether  of 
the  fame  pale  blue,  jicarly  approaching  a  &y  colour  ;  while,  at  the 
iame  time,  viewed  at  the  diftance  of  eight  miles  or  lefs,  they  appear 
of  the  proper  colour  of  the  rock.  Thefe  changes  ace  obferved  by 
-people  who  live  within  conftant  view  of  them  ;  and  from  thcfe  fa£h 
and  obfervations  it  may  with  certainty  be  concluded,  that  the  white- 
nefs  of  them  is  wholly  caufed  by  the  fnow,  and  not  by  any  other 
white  iubftance,  for,  in  fad,  there  is  none  ;  there  are,  indeed,  in  the 
fummer  months,  fome  ftreaks  which  appear  brighter  than  other 
prts ;    but  thefe,  when  viewed  attentively  with  a  tekfcope,  arc 

plainly- 
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plainly  obferved  to  be  the  edges  or  fides  of  the  long  deep  guUiet 
enlightened  by  the  fun,  and  the  dark  parts  are  the  (haded  fides  of 
the  fame  ;  in  the  courfe  of  a  day  thefe  fpots  may  be  feen  to  vary     , 
according  to  the  pofition  of  the  fun. 

A  company  of  gentlemen  vifited  thefe  mountains  in  July»  1784, 
with  a  viqw  to  make  particular  obfervations  on  thefeveral  phenomena 
which  might  occur ;  it  happened,  unfortunately^  that  thick  clouds 
covered  the  mountains  almoft  the  whole  time,  fo  that  fome  of  the 
inftruments,  which  with  much  Lbour  they  carried  up,  were  rendered 
nfelefs  ;  thefe  were  a  fextant,  a  telefcope,  an  inftrument  for  afcer- 
taining  the  bearings  of  difiant  objects,  a  barometer,  a  thermometer, 
and  feveral  others  for  diflferent  purpofcs.    In  the  barometer  the  mer- 
cury ranged  at  22,6,  and  the  thermometer  flood  at  44  degrees.    It 
was  their  intention  to  have  placed  one  of  each  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  others  were  carried  to  the  top, 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  correfponding  obfervations ;  but  they 
were  unhappily  broken  in  the  courfe  of  the  journey,  through  the 
jugged  roads  and  thick  woods ;   and  the  barometer,  which  was  car- 
jied  to  the  fummit,  had  fuffered  fo  much  agitation,  that  an  allowance 
was  necefTary  to  be  made  in  calculating  the  height  of  the  mountain, 
which  was  computed,  in  round  numbers,  at  five  thoufand  and  five 
hundred  feet  above  the  meadow  in  the  valley  below,  and  nearly  tea 
thoufand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.*     They  intended  to  have 
madq  k  geometrical  menfuration  of  the  altitude  ;  but  in  the  nneadow 
they  could  not  obtain  a  bafe  of  fufficient  length,  nor  fee  the  fum- 
mit of  the  fugar  loaf  j  and  in  another  place,  where  thefe  inconve- 
niences were  removed,  they  were  prevented  by  the  almoft  continual 
obfcuration  of  the  mountains  by  clouds. 

Their  exercife  in  afcending  the  mountain  was  fo  violent,  that  when 
Dr.  Cutler,  who  carried  the  thermometer,  took  it  out  of  his  bofom, 
the  mercury  ftood  at  fever  heat,  but  it  foon  fell  to  44**,  and  by  the 
time  that  he  had  adjuiled  his  barometer  and  thermometer,  the  cold 
had  nearly  deprived  him  of  the  \ife  of  his  fingers.  On  the  upper- 
raoft  rock,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Little  began  to  engrave  the  letters  N.  H. 
but  was  fo  chilled  with  the  cold,  that  he  gave  the  inftruments  to 

*  This  computation  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cutler.  Subfequcnt  obfervations  and 
calculations  have  induced  the  Mr.  Belknap  to  believe  the  computation  of  bis  ingeniotis 
friend  too  moderate^  and  he  is  perfuaced,  that  whenever  the  mountain  can  be  mea« 
fured  with  the  requifite  precision,  it  will  be  found  to  exaed  ten  thouland  feet  of  per- 
feiidicular  altitude  above  the  level  of  the  ocean. 
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Cd.  Whipple,  who  finifhed  the  letters.  Under  a  ftone  they  left  i^ 
plate  of  lead,  on  which  their  names  were  engraven.  The  fun  fhond 
dear  while  they  were  paffing  over  the  plainj  but  immediately  after 
their  arrival  at  the  highefl  fummit,  they  had  the  mortification  to  be 
enveloped  in  a  denfe  cloud,  which  came  up  the  bppofitc  fide  of  the 
mountain :  this  unfortunate  circumftance  prevented  their  n^aking 
any  ferther  ufe  of  their  inflruments.  Being  thus  involved,  as  they 
were  ddbcnding  from  the  plain,  in  one  of  the  long  deep  gullie^i  not 
being  able  to  fee  to  the  bottoiji,  on  a  fudden  their  pilot  (lipped,  and 
"Was  gone  out  of  fight,  though  happily  without  any  other  damage 
than  tearing  his  clothes.  This  accident  obliged  them  to  ftop.  When 
they  turned  their  eyes  upward,  they  were  aflonifhed  at  the  immenfe 
depth  and  fteepnels  of  the  place,  which  they  had  defcended  by  fixing 
their  heels  on  the  prominent  parts  of  the  rock,  and  found  it  imprac^ 
ticable  to  re-afcend  the  fame  way ;  but  having  difcovercd  a  winding 
gully  of  a  more  gradual  afcent,  in  this  they  got  up  to  the  plain^ 
and  then  came  down  on  the  eaflern  fide ;  this  deep  gully  was  on 
the  fouth-caft.  From  thefe  circumftances  it  may  be  inferred,  that  it  is 
more  practicable  and  fafe  to  afcend  or  defcend  on  the  ridges  than  in 
the  gullies  of  the  mountain* 

Thefe  vaft  and  irregular  heights,  being  copioufly  replenifiied  with 
water,  exhibit  a  great  variety  of  beautiful  cafcades,  fome  of  which 
fall  in  a  perpendicular  flieet  or  fpout,  others  are  winding  and  floping^ 
others  fpread  and'form  a  bafon  in  the  rock,  and  then  gufti  in  a  cata* 
raft  over  its  edge.  A  poetic  fancy  might  find  full  gratification  amidft 
thefe  wild  and  rugged  fccnes,  if  its  ardor  be  not  checked  by  the  fa* 
tigue  of  the  approach  4  almoft  every  thing  in  nature  which  can  be 
fuppcfed  capable  of  infpiring  ideas  of  the  fublime  and  beautiful  is 
here  realifed  5  aged  mountains,  ftupendous  elevations,  rolling  clouds^ 
impending  rocks,  verdant  woods,  chr}'ftal  ftreams,  the  gentle  rillj 
and  the  roaring  torrent,  all  confpire  to  amaze,  to  foothe^i  and  to  ea- 
Tapture. 

On  the  wfftem  part  of  thefe  mountains  is  a  pafs^,  commonly 
called  The  Notch,  which,  in  the  narroweft  part,  meafures  but 
twenty-two  feet,  between  two  perpendicular  rocks*  Frotii  the  height 
above  it  a  brook  defcends,  and  meanders  through  a  meadow^  for* 
merly  a  beaver  pond.  It  is  furrounded  by  rocks,  which  on  one  fic|c 
are  perpendicular^  and  on  the  others,  rife  in  an  angle  of  forty-five 
-  degrees — a  firikingly  pi6hirefque  fcene  !  This  defile  was  known  to 
fee  Indians,  who  formerly  led  their  captives  through  it  to  Canada ; 
'- .  a  but 
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tet  it  had  beeb  forgotten  or  negleded  till  the  yes^r  17719  "v^en  twot 
hunter»  paiTed  through  it,  and  from  their  report  the  proprietors  p^ 
lands  on  the  northern  parts  of  Connedicut  river  formed  the  plaa 
of  a  road  through  it  to  the  Upper  Cohos,  from  which  it  is  diiUnt 
twenty-five  miles.  Along  the  eaftern  ^de  of  the  meadpw,  undes 
the  perpendicular  rock,  is  a  caufeway  of  large  logs  fi^nk  into  tho 
mud  by  rocks  blown  with  gunpowder  from  the  mountain.  On  this 
foundation  is  condrudted  a  roadf  which  pafles  through  the  ^arronir 
defile  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  meadow,  leaving  a  pafiage  for  the  ri^  < 
vulet  which  glides  along  the  weftem  fide.  This  rivulet  is  the  head 
of  the  river  Saco ;  and  on  the  north  fide  of  the  meadow,  at  a  little 
difiance,  is  another  brook,  whidi  is  the  h^^d  of  Amonoofin^k,  a 
large  branch  of  Connedicut  river.    The  latitude  of  this  pl^ce  i» 

The  rivulet  which  gives  rife  to  Saco  defcends  towards  the  fouth, 
and  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  defile  its  waters  are  augmented  by 
two  ftreams  from  the  left,  ofle  of  which  defcends  in  a  trench  of  two 
feet  wide^  and  is  called  the  FlUme,  from  the  near  refcmblancc 
which  it  bears  to  an  artificial  fiume ;  over  thefe  are  thrown  ftrong 
bridges^  and  the  whole  conftru^ion  of  this  road  is  firm  and  durable ; 
touch  labour  has  been  expended  upon  it,  and  the  nett  proceeds  of  a 
confifcatcd  eftate  were  ^jplted  to  defray  the  expcnce.  In  the  defcent 
the  pafs  widens,  and  the  ftream  increafes;  but  for  eight  or  ten  milea 
irom  the  Notch,  the  mountains  on  each  fide  ate  fo  near,  as  to  leave 
room  only  for  the  river  and  its  intervales,  which  are  not  more  thaa 
half  a  mile  wide.  In  the  courfe  of  this  defcent  feveral  curious  ob- 
jeifts  prefent  themfelves  to  view;  on  the  fide  of  one  mountain. is  a 
prcyjedion  refembling  a  ftielf,  09  which  ftand  four  large  fquare 
rocks,  in  a  form  refembling  as  many  hijge  folio  volumes.  In  two 
<or  three  places,  at .  immenfe  heights,  and  perfectly  inacce^ble,  ap- 
pear rocks  of  a  white  and  red  hue,  the  forface  of  which  is  pclifiied^ 
J;ke  a  mirror,  by  the  conftant  trickling  of  water  over  them.  Thefe 
*  being  expofed  to  the  weft  and  fouth,  are  capable,  in  the  night,  of 
reflecting  the  moon  and  ftar  beams  to  the  wondering  traveller  in  the 
deep,  dark  valley  below,  and  by  the  help  of  imagination,  are  fuf- 
ficient  to  give  rife  to  the  fiClipn  of  carbuncles. 

To  encompafs  thefe  mountains  as  the  roads  are  laid  out,  through 

'  the  eaftcm  and  weftern  pafTes,  and  round  the  northern  fide  of  the 

whole  clufter,  it  is  neceflary  to  travel  more  ^han  feventy  miles,  and 

to  ford  eight  confiderable  rivers,  befide  many  fiiialler  ftreams.  The 

didance  benveen  ^e  heads  of  riven,  ^hich  purfue  fuch  difiereat 

Voi.ll.  h  •ourfei 
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«ottrftBf|fbmtHte;immcn(c  dcvation,  arid  whkh  fell  iittb  the  fca  i# 
jsntony^httttdrcd  niil^  Sunder,  is  To  frtiall,  that  a  tmvelkr^noajs  inthc 
€outfc  df  ioAe  day,  drmk  th€  waters  of  Ssaco,  AmarifeoggiK,  and 
Gotifledfcdt  rh'trs. .  Thtfe  waters  are  ;dl  parfeftly  limpid  and  fwecr, 
^xctfiiw^^anc  ^hrbek  6n  the  cjiftem  fi:dc  of  Mowit  WsUhiHgtoOy 
#M^  has  ^  'iapottafceows  taftc^  and  is  covered  with  a  rcry  thick  and 
ftron^  froth.  It  is  faid,  that  there  is  a  part  of  the  mountain  where 
ftfc^m^nciicnecdle  refefts  to  traverfe  J  this  is^probably  cauied  byzk 
V66y'  of  iroii  ore.  It  is  alfo  feid,  that  a  miitoreiy  (laijpfokd  to  te  lead, 
fas'beehf  diftovered  near -the  diftern  pafe,  but  that  fpotcannotwuw 
Be  fottntt.  What  fiores  the  bowcJs  of  the  monntains  contain^  time 
intift  hnfoM ;  ^U  fearches  for  Asbterraiieous  treafofes  having  hitherto 
proved:  fnntkts.  Th*  moil  certaifit  rid)«s  wbidi  they  yield  are  the 
frefhets,  whicl¥ bring  down  the  foil  to  the  intervales  belowy  and  form: 
a  iine  movfd,  pro^ttcing^  by  the  aid  of  ^Itiyadon^  cor&  and  herbage 
fe  the  mbft  liixiirkht  plertty. 

Mature  has  formed  inch  a  comie^ion  between  monntains  and 
rivers,  that  in  defcribmg  oae,  we  are  unavoidably  led  tiarlpeak  of  the 
dther. 

New-Hampfliire  is  fo  fittiat^d,^  that  five  of  the  largcft  rivers  i» 
♦Jew-Engtaftd,  ekher  take  their  rife  within  its  limits,  or  receive  mnqhc^ 
t^f  their  water  -jfrom  its  motintains;-  Thefe  are  the  Connedicuty 
^Amarifcoggin,  Sacoy  Merrirtiack,  and  Fafcataqua.  Thefe  have  been 
before  ndticed  in  our  general  view  of  Nei^*-England ;  we  iliall,  there -" 
•fore,  only  add  fuch  dbfervatitons  to  what  hae  beeo*  already  laid  con-f' 
kerning  them  as  immediately  refpe^  this  StJtte. 

A  large  branch  of  the  Saco,  called  Ellis  river,  rifles  at  the  eaftem? 
-pjife.  of  tiie  White  Mountains,  where  atfo  originates  Peabody  river^- 
•abntrtch^of  Ar^fiarifeoggin*  The  fountain  heads  of  th^fe  two,  rivers ^ 
are  fo  near/  that  a  •  man  may  fet  his  fooC  in  one  and  reach  with  his 
hand  to  the  other.  In  lefs  than  half  a  mile 'fonthward  from  lAus 
fountain,  a  large  ftream  which  runs  down  the  highelt  of  the  White 
Mountains  falls  into  Ellis  rii^er,  and  in  about  the  feme  diftance  from 
■  this  another  falls  from  the  fame  mountain ;  the  former  of  thofe 
fireams  is  Cutler's  river,  the  latter  Ne^  river.  Tlie  New  river  firft 
made  its  appearance  during  a  long  rain  in  Odober,  1775;  ^  bote 
down  UTariy  rocks  and  trees,  forMmg  a  fcetie  of  ruiir  for  t  long 
eourfe :  it  has  ever  fincobcen  a  conflant  flrearn,  and  where  it  falls  rater 
Ellis  river,  prcftnfs  to  view  a  noble  cafcadc  of  ab6ut  one  hundred 
feet,  above  which  it  is  divided  into  three  ftreams,-  which  iffiie  out  t)f 
the  boweh-of  the  tnotimaint    SeVeral  other  bratocto  6f  S&cfo  rivtr 
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ISll  from  different  parts  of  this  unmcnfeclufterof  mbtintattMi  and 
unite  about  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  the  fourccj  at  the  plain  of 
Pigwacketf 

Winipiieogee  river  comes  from  the  lake  of  that  name,  and- unites 
ks  waters  with-  PemigewaiTet,  at  the  lower  end  of  Sanborntowm 
From  this  junction,  tlje  confluent  fheam  bears  the  name  oFMbrpi^ 
mack  to  the  fea. 

In  its  cburfe  through  •  New^Hampfhire,  it  paflTes  over  feveral  farlls$ 
the  moft  beantiful  of  which  is  called  the  ifle  of  Hookfet;  but  the 
grandeft  is  Amufkeag.  Hookfet  is  about  eight  miles  below  the  town 
of  Concord;  the  defccnt  of  the  water  is  not  ihore  than  fifteen  feet 
perpendicular  in  thirty  rods ;  a  high  rock  divides  the  ibream,  anda^ 
fmaller  rock  lies  between  that  and  the  weftern  fliore.  From  anemi* 
nence  on  the  weftern  fide  there  is  a  delightful  landfcape;  the  water 
above  and  below  the  fall,  the  verdant  banks,  the  cuhivated 'fields^  and 
the  di{l?.nt  hills  in  the  back  gn)and,  form  a  pifttirefque  feene,  whicH 
relieves  the  eye  of  the  traveller  from  the  dull  uniformity  of  a  road 
through  the  woods. 

Eight  miles  below  Hookfet  lies  Amufkeag  &1J ;  it  confifts  of  three 
large  pitches  one  below  the  other,  and.th^  water  is  ftippofed  to  fall 
about  eighty  feet  in  the  courfe  of  half  a  mile.  The  river  here  ii 
fo  crooked  that  the  whole  of  the  fall'  oinnot  be  viewed  at  oilcei 
though  the  fecond  pitch,  which  may  be  feen  from  the  ro-ad,  on  the 
weftem  flde,  appears  truly  majefiic.  In  the  middle  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  fall,  is  a  high,  rocky  ifland,  on  fome  part  of  which  are  feveral 
holes  of  various  depths,  m^de  by  thje  circular  njotjoi?  of  fmall*ftoae$# 
impelled  by  the  force  of  the  defcending  water,* 

At  Waipole  are  thofe  remarkable  falls  in  Conne^icut  wcr,f 
jvhich  we  have  beforp^  noticed^  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  th# 
preat  Falls  ^  tj?e  depth  of  the  w;giter  is  not  known^  nor  liavift  th^ 

*  The  fqHowiug  .^coynt  of  thefe  cavkics  was  formerly  fcnt  to  tjljc  IjLoyaJ  ^iety, 
juid  pruiteJ  in.tl?e^rPhilofophicai  Tfanfaftions,  vol,  xxix.  p,  70. 

"  A  little  above  one  of  the  f^Hs  of  t\}\s  river,  at  a  place  called  /^mvifkcag,  is  a  huge 
rock  in  the  midft  of  the  Aream,  on  the  top  of  lyhich  are  a  great  number  of  pits,  made 
exactly  round,  like  barrels  or  hogflicads  of  different  capacities,  fome  of  which  are  capably 
of  holding  feveial  tyns.  The  natives  knpw  nothing  of  the  making  of  iheip  j  but  the 
neighbouring  Indians  ufed  to  hide  their  provifions  here  in  the  wars  with  the  M:.<juas, 
affirming,  that  God  had  cut  theiji  01^  for  t|}at  purp^fe ;  bpt  they  fecpa  plainly  :q  be 
|u:tificial." 

f  Thefe  falls  have  been  defcribed  in  the  n^oft  extravagant  terras  in  an  anonymous 
publication,  entitled,  "  The  Hiftory  tff  Conne<fticut  ;"  and  the  dffi^Tlption  has  bectis 
^i^Atly  retailed  in  newfosjperf,  aod  other  periodical  worj^s. 

L  »  pcr^ 
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pcrpeodiculir  height  of  the  bib  been  aicertaiiied^  they  are  feveral 
pttcheSf  one  above  another,  in  the  length  of  half  a  mile,  the  largeflf 
of  which  it  that  where  the  rock  divides  the  dream. 
^  In  the  rocks  of  this  fall  are  many  cavities  like  thofe  at  Amuikeag, 
jbme  of  which  are  eighteen  inches  wide,  and  from  two  to.  four  feet; 
4eep.  On  the  fieep  iides  of  the  iiland  rock  hang  feverai  arm-chairs^ 
faftened  to  ladders,  and  fecured  by  a  counterpoife,  m  which  fifhermei^ 
fit  to  catch  {almon  and  ihad  with  dipping  nets. 

O^er  this  fell,  in  the  year  1785,  a  ftrong  bridge  of  timber  was, 
conftru6ted  by  (Jolonel  Enoch  Hale ;  its  length  is  three  hundred  and 
fixty-fivc  feet,  and  it  is  fupported  in  the  middle  by  the  great  rock. 
The  expenfe  of  it  was  eight  hundred  pounds ;  and  by  a  law  of  th^ 
State,  a  toll  is  colled^d  ^om  paffengers.  This  is  the  only  bridge 
acrois  Connecticut  river;  but  it  is  in  contemplation  to.eredt  one 
thirty-fix  miles  above>  at  the  middle  bar  of  White-river  fall^  where, 
the  paiTage  for  the  water,  between  the  rocks,  is  about  one  hundred 
feet  wide.  This  place  is  in  the  townflup  of  Lebanon,  two  miles  be« 
low  Dartmouth  college. 

It  would  be  endlcfe  to  defcribc,  particularly,  the  numerous  falls, 
which,  in  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  country,  exhibit  a  great 
variety  of  curious  appearances,  many  of  which  have  been  reprefentec^ 
^a  Hie  language  of  fidion  gnd  romance.  Jut  there  is  one  in  Salmon- 
fill  river  which,  not  for  its  magnitude,  but  for  its  Angularity,  defervea 
notice;  it  is  called  the  Flume,  and  is  fituated  between  the  townfhipa 
of  Rochefter  and  Lebanon.^  The  river  is  confined  between  two 
rocks  about  tWenty-fiVe  feet  high ;  the  breadth,  at  the  top  of  the 
bank,  is  not  more  than  thre^  rods.  The  Flume  is  about  four  rods  in 
length,  and  its  breadth  is  various,  hot  more  in  any  part  than  two  feet 
and  a  half,  and  in  one  part  fcarcely  an  hand  breadth ;  but  here  the 
water  hasafubterraneous  paffage.       ' 

Mr.  Belknap,  who  vifited  this  place  in  1782,  obferves,  that  in  the 
flat  rock  there  are  divers  cavitie? like  thofeabbve  mentioned;  fomc 
of  them  cylindrical,  arid  others  globular ;  all  of  them  he  found  to 
Contain  a  Quantity  bf  fmalld'ones  and  gravel,  and  in  one  of  them  wa 
i  large  turtle  and  federal  frogs.  The  dimenfions  oi  five  of  thefc 
holes  were  as  follows:     "       0  ^      *-^ ^ 

Diameters  in  Depth  in 

feet  and  incbii,  feet  and  inchesm 

7 o   ■>  .'3 0      • 

3- o  4 o 

.    ' 3  3 — — o 

I— o  I d 

o— — 4  6  4  The 


^    QF,  NEW-HAMPSHIRI,  7^ 

The  largeft  qf  tbefe  cavities  is  cobliderably  higher  ti^a  wl^ere  f hf 
water,  now  flows,  unlefs  m  a  great  trefliet. 

from  a  fcries  of  obfervations  made  by  James  Winfhrop,  Efq.  oi| 
liie  river?  of  New^Hampfliirc  aqd  Vermont,  he  deduces  this  con- 
cluiion,  f*  that  the  defcent  of  their  rivers  is  much  lefs  than  Euro^ 
pean  theories  haye  fuppoied  to  be  neceifary  to  give  a  current  to 
iiVater.  In  the  IMt  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  Connedicut  river,  it 
defcends  not  more  than  two  feet  in  a  mile.  Onion  river,  •  for  forty* 
three  miles  from  its  ipouth,  falls  four  feet  in  ^  mile,  and  is  exceed-. 
in^y  rapid  between  the  catarafts.  We  may  reckon  the  fhore  at 
Quebec  to  be  at  the  level  of  the  fea,  and  two  hundred  miles  from 
that  part^f  lake  Champlain,  where  the  current  begins..  The  dif^ 
ference  of  elevation  will  be  three  hundred  and  forty-two  feet,  or 
^enty  inches  to  a  mile.  If  we  extend  our  comparifon  from  Quebec 
to  the  top  of  the  Green  Mountains,  at  Williamilon,  the  clevatioii 
lyrill  be  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  feet,  and  the  diftaoce 
^bout  three  hundred  and  twenty  miles  j  which  is  &vc  feet  two  inchci 
^d  a  half  to  a  mile."* 

It  is  a  work  of  great  curiofity,  but  attended  with  much  fatigue  to 
t^ace  rivers  up  to  their  fources,  and  obferve  the  uniting  of  fprings  and 
nvulets  to  form  thofe  ilreams  which  are  dignified  by  majeftic  names, 
and  have  been  revered  as  deities  by  favage  and  fuperftitions  peoj^ 
Rivers  originate  in  mountains,  ^nd  find  their  way  through  the  cre- 
vices of  rocks  to  the  plains  below,  where  they  glide  through  natural 
meadows,  often  overflowing  t\iem  with  their  frefliets,  bringing  down 
from  the  upper  grounds  a  fat  Hime,  and  depofiting  it  on  the  lower« 
,  which  renews  and  fertilizes  the  foil,  and  renders  thefe  intervale  lands 
extremely  valuable,  as  no  other  manure  is  needed  on  them  for  the 
purpofes  of  agriculture.  * 

'  There  is  an  important  remark  concerning  the  rivers  of  this  part, 
of  America;  and  that  is,  that  they  often  change  their  courfes,  and 
leave  their  ancient  channels  dry.  Many  places  may  be  feen  in  the 
wildernefs  in  thfs  State,  where  rivers  have  rolled  for  ages,  and  where 
iikones  are  worn  fmooth  as  on  the  fea  (hore,  which  are  now  at  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance  from  the  prefent  beds  of  the  rivers.  In  fomc 
places  thefe  ancient  channels  are  converted  into  ponds,  which,  from 
their  curved  form,  are  called  horfe-fhoe  ponds ;  in  others,  they  are 
overgrown  with  bufhcs  and  trees.  Thefe  appearances  are  frequent 
in  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  country.    Connedicut  river,  which 

f  MS.  letter  of  James  Winthrop,  Efq. 
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divides  two  Sfates^  has  in  fome  places  changed  its  courCe,  Manf^ 
acre<  have  been  thus  m^de  m  a  few  years,  and  the  landis  of  an  excel* 
lent  quality. 

There  arc  generally  two  ftrata  of  intervale  lands  on  the  bonders 
of  the  large  rivers,  one  is  overfloMred  every  year,  the  other,  which  it 
ftveral  feet  higher,  and  further  removed  from  the  water,  w  over- 
flowed onty  in  very  high  frefbets.  In  fome  places  a  third*  is  founds 
but  this  is  rare.  The  banks  of  the  upper  and  \6wer  intervales  are 
often  parallel  to  each  other,  and  when  viewed  from  the  oppofite  fide^ 
appear  like  the  terraces  of  an  artificiaJ  garden^ 

Thefe  intervale  lands  are  of  various  breadths,  according  to  the- 
near  or  remote  iituation  of  the  hills»  On  Connecticut  river  they  are 
fioma  quarter  of  a  mile  to  a  mikand  a  half  on  each  fide:  in  digging 
into  them  large  found  trunks  of  trees  are  found  at  various  depth?. 

The  frelhets  are  not  equally  high  every  year,  Mafts  have  lain  ia 
the  river  above  Amuikeag  fall-  two  or  three  years,  waiting  for  9t 
fnfficiencyofwatcir  to  float  them  over:  they  fometimes  fall' athwart 
the  ftream  and  arc  broken ;  fometimes,  in  a  narrow  paifage,  they  are* 
lodged  fo  firmly  acrofs,  as  to  be  removed  only  by  cutting ;  and  fome* 
time^  they  are  fo  galled  by  the  rock«  in  their  paiTage,  as  to  lelTen  their 
diameter,  and  confequently  their  value. 

Every  fpring  there  is  more  or  lefs  of  a  frefhet,  caufed  by  the 
difTolvlng  of  the  fnow  in  the  woods  and  mountains  i  if  it  bjs  gradual, 
?s  it  always  is  when  not  accelerated  by  a  heavy  rain,  no  dannage  is 
done  by  the  riling  of  the  water, 

Immenfe  quantities  of  drift  wood  are  brought  down  by  thefe 
frefhcts,  from  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  lower  towns-contiguous 
to  the  rivers,  are  fupplied  with  fiiel,  and  they  haye  learned  to  be  ex- 
tremely dextrous  in  towing  on  fhore  Pfholc  trees  with  their  branches^ 
But  notwithilanding  their  ajftivity,  much  efcape$  them,  and  is  drivei^ 
out  to  fea,  and  fome  of  it  is  thrown  back  on  the  coaft. 

Saco  river  has  fifen  twenty-five  feet  is  a  great  frefbct ;  its  conimoi^ 
rife  is  ten  feet.  PemigewalTet  river  has  alfo  been  known  to  rife 
twcRty-five  feiet,  Conncdicut  river,  in  a  common  freihet,  is  tei^ 
feet  higher  than  its  ufual  fi^mmer  level :  its  greatejft  elevatiop  doq^ 
not  exceed  twenty  feet, 

Winipifeogee  lake  is  the  I^rgeft  colleClipn  of  water  in  NewHampr* 
Ihire :  it  is  twenty-two  milps  in  length  from  S.  E,  to  N.  W.  and  of 
very  unequal  breadth,  bnt  np  where  more  than  eight  miles.  Some 
very  long  necks  of  land  proje6^  into  it,  and  it  contains  feveral  iflands, 
large  and  fmall.    The  mountain^  whjch  Aurrpund  it^  give  rife  to 

•  many 


many  ftrcamS  Which  flow  into  it,  and  between  it  and  the  mountains 
are  feveral  leiler  ponds  which  communicate  with  it.  Contiguous  to 
this  lake  arc  the  towriihips  of  Moultonborough  on  the  N.  W.  j  Tuf- 
tonboimigh  zmd  Wolf  boroggh  on  the  N,  E, ;  Meredith  and  Gtlnian- 
town  on  the  S.  W. ;  and  a  trailt  of  land  called  the  (jore,  on  the  S,  £• 
From  the  S.  E.  extremity  of  this  lake,  called  Merry-meeting  bay,  to 
the  N.  W.  part,  called  Senter-harbour,  there  is  good  navigation  in 
the  fummer,  and  generally  a  good  road  in  the  winter ;  the  lake  ta 
frozen  about  (hree  months,  and  many  fleighs  and  teams,  from  the 
circomjacent  towns,  crofs  it  oa  the  ice. 

The  next  largeft  lake  is  Umbagog,  -in  the  northern  extremity  of 
the  State  :  it  is  but  little  knowxi,  and  no  other  furvey  has  been  made 
of  it  than  "was  neceflary  for  extending  the  divifional  line  between 
New-Haropihire  and  Maine,  in  1789.  Next  to  this,  are  Squana, 
in  the  townftiip  of  HoldcrnelTej  Sunnapee,  in  the  townfliips  9f 
Wendeland  Fiihersfield;  and  Great  Ollapy,  in  the  ungranted  land 
of  the  Mafonian  purchafe.  Smaller  ponds  are  very  numerous^ 
fcarcely  any  town  being  without  one  or  more  ;  there  is  genei*ally  a 
current  thiough  them,  but  fome  have  no  vifible  outlet ;  their  watert 
arc  limpid  and  fweet. 

A  remarkable  circumftance  is  mentioned  refpeding  Mafcomy  pond, 
which  lies  partly  in  Lebanon  and  partly  in  Enfield,  and  vents  into 
Connedicut  river.  It  is  about  five  miles  in  length  and  one  in 
breadth,  its  depth  is  from  thirty  to  forty  fallwras.  The  furrounding 
land  bears  evident  marks  that  the  furfacc  of  this  pond  was  once  tliirty 
or  forty  feet  higher  than  its  prefcnt  h\d.  By  what  caufe  the  altera- 
tion was  made,  and  at  what  time,  h  unknown ;  but  appearances 
indicate  a  iiidden  rupture,  there  being  no  fign  of  any  margiii  between 
its  former  and  prefent  height.  About  a  mile  diftant  from  its  outlet^ 
there  is  a  declivity  of  rocks  forty  feet  higher  than  the  ftream  as  it  ■ 
ftow  rufist  by  the  fituation  of  thefe  rocks,  it  appears  that  they  were- 
once  a  fall  over  which  the  water  flowed ;  but  it  has  now  made  foi' 
•itfdf  a  very  deep  channel  through  folid  earth,  nearly  a  niiic  in  kngtlj, 
Kfhere  it  feems  confined  for  futurity^* 

In  the  townfhip  of  Atkinfon^  *'  in  a  large  meadow,  there  is  an 
ifland  con(ainii>g  feven  or  eight  acres,  wiiich  was  formerly  loaded 
^tith  valtiable  pine  timber^  and  other  roreft  wood^  When  the  meadov^r 
is  Overfiowed^  by  nie^is  of  an  artificial  dam,  this  Ifland  rifes  in  the 
fame  xiegree  a5  the  water  riier,  whi^h  is  foiuetimes  fix  feet.  Near 
the  middle  of  this  iiland  is  a  faiall  pond^  which  has  been  gradually 

.leifcuing 
*  MS.  Letter  of  :)i€  Hon.  Elilha  Payne,  EHj. 
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kflening  ^cr  fiilcc  it  was  known,  and  is  now  almofi  covered  with 
irerdure.  In  this  place  a  pole  of  fifty  feet  has  difappeared  without 
finding  a  bottom :  in  the  water  of  that  pond  there  have  been  fifh 
ib  plenty,  which,  when  the  nueadow  hath  been  flowed,  have  appeared 
there,  and  when  the  water  hath  been  drawn  ofl^  have  been  left  on  the 
meadow,  at  which  time  the  ifland  fettles  to  its  yfual  flate."* 

In  the  town  ot  Rye  there  was  formerly  a  freih  pond,  covering 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  fituate  within  ten  or  fifteen  rods 
of  the  fea,  being  feparatcd  from  it  by  a  bank  of  fand.  A  commu* 
nication  was  opened  between  this  pond  and  the  fea,  in  the  year  17 19# 
by  which  means  the  frefii  water  was  drawn  off,  and  the  place  is  re- 
gnlarly  overflowed  by  the  tide,  and  yields  large  crops  of  fait  hay.f 

Within  this  prefent  year,  1791^  a  canal  has  been  cut  through  the 
marlhes,  which  opens  an  inland  navigation  from  Hampton,  through 
Salilbury,  into  Merrimack  river,  for  about  eight  miles.  By  this  paf- 
£ige  loaded  boats  may  be  conduded  with  the  utmofl  eafe  and 
fefety. 

Another  objeft  on  the  face  of  this  country  worthy  of  obfervation, 
b  the  aged  and  niajeftic  appearance  of  the  foreft  trees,  of  which  th« 
inoft  noble  is  the  maft  pine.  This  tree  often  grows  to  the  height 
tjf  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  fometimes  two  hundred  feet ;  it  is 
ftraight  as  an  arrow,  and  has  no  branches  but  very  near  the  top  ;  it 
U  from  twenty  to  forty  inches  in  diameter  at  its  bafe,  and  appear* 
like  a  (lately  pillar  adorned  with  a  verdant  capital  in  form  of  a  cone. 
Interfperfed  among  thefe  are  the  common  foreft  trees  of  various 
kinds,  whofe  height  is  generally  about  fixty  or  eighty  feet.  la 
fwamps,  iand  near  rivei*s,  there  is  a  thick  growth  of  underwood,  which 
renders  travelling  difficult:  on  highland  it  is  not  fotroublcfome; 
and  on  dry  plains  it  is  quite  inconfiderable. 

Amidft  thefe  wild  and  rugged  fcencs,  it  is  pleafJng  to  obferve  the 
luxuriant  fportings  of  nature :  trees  are  feen  growing  on  a  naked 
rock  ;  their  roots  either  penetrate  fome  of  its  crevices,  or  run  over 
its  furface  and  fhoot  into  the  ground.  When  a  tree  is  contiguous  to 
a  fmall  rock,  its  bark  will  frequently  inclofe  and  cover  it.  Branches 
of  different  trees,  but  of  the  fame  fpecies^  fometimes  intertwine  and 
even  ingraft  ihemfelves  fo  as  to  grow  together  in  one*  On  fome  trees 
are  found  large  protuberant  warts,  capable  of  being  formed  into 
bowls,  which  are  very  tough  and  durable.  On  rocks,  as  well  as  on 
trees,  we  find  varieties  of  mofs;  it  fomqtimcs  aflumes  a  grotefque 

appearax^e^ 

♦  MS.  letter  of  the  Rev.  Stephen  Pcabody. 
f  MS.  letter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Porter, 
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lappearance,  hanging  in  tufts  like  long  hair  from  the  branches,  or 
mclofing  the  trunks,  or  fpreading  over  rocks  like  a  carpet,  and  ex- 
tending from  one  rock  to  another.  It  is  obferved  that  mofs  is  thickeft 
on  the  north  fides  of  trees.  By  this  mark  the  favages  know  their 
courfe  in  cloudy  weather,  and  many  of  our  hunters  have  learned  of 
them  to  travel  without  a  compafs, 

SOIL,  PRODUCtlONSj  &c» 

There  is  a  great  variety  of  foil  in  New-Hampftiirc :  the  intervale 
lands  on  the  large  rivers  are  accounted  the  moft  valuable,  bccaufc 
they  are  overflown  and  recruited  every  year  by  the  water  from  the 
uplands,  which  brings  down  a  fat  flime  6r  fediment  of  the  confiftende 
of  foap.  Thefe  lands  produce  every  kind  of  grain  in  the  utmoft 
perfection,  but  ^re  not  fo  good  for  pafture  as  the  uplands  of  a 
t>roper  quality.  The  wide-fpreadihg  hills  of  a  moderate  elevation, 
are  generally  much  efteemed  as  warm  and  rich ;  rocky  moift  land 
is  accounted  good  for  pafture ;  drained  fwamps  have  a  deep  mel- 
low foil,  and  the  valleys  between  hills  are  generally  very  produftive. 

In  the  new  and  uncultivated  parts,  the  foil  is  diftinguifhed  by  the 
various  kinds  of  woods  which  grow  upon  it ;  thus  :  white  oak  land 
is  hard  and  ftony,  the  undergrowth  confifting  of  brakes  and  fern ; 
this  kind  of  foil  will  not  bear  grafs  till  it  has  been  ploughed  and^hoed  j 
but  it  is  good  for  Indian  corn,  and  mud  be  fubdued  by  planting  be- 
fore it  can  be  converted  into  mowing  or  pafture.  The  fame  may  be 
*  faid  of  chefnut  land. 

Fitch  pine  laild  is  dry  and  fandy;  it*  will  bear  corn  and  rye  with 
ploughing,  but  is  foon  worn  out,  and  needs  to  lie  fellow  two  or  three 
years  to  recruit. 

White  pine  land  is  alfo  light  and  dry,  but  has  a  deeper  foil,  and  ig 
of  courfe  better;  both  thefe  kinds  of  land  bear  brakes  and  fern;  and 
wherever  thefe  grow  in  large  quantities,  it  is  an  indication  that 
ploughing  is  neceflary  to  prepare  the  land  for  grafs. 

Spruce  and  hemlock,  in  the  feaftem  parts  of  the  State,  denote  a 
thin,  cold  foil,  which,  after  much  labour  in  the  clearing,  will,  indeed, 
bear  grafs  without  ploughing,  but  the  crops  arc  fmall,  and  there  is  a 
natural  tough  fward,  commonly  called  a  rug,  which  muft  either  rot 
or  be  burned  before  any  cultivation  can  be  made.  But  in  the  weftcrn 
parts,  the  fprupe  and  hemlock,  with  a  mixture  of  birch,  denote  a 
moift  foil,  which  is  excellent  for  grafs. 

Vol.  II.  M  '  Wbea 
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When  the  ,white  pine  and  the  oil-nut  are  found  in  the  fame  lane/. 
It  is  commonly  a  deep  moid  loam,  and  is  accounted  very  rich  and 
profitable. 

Beech  and  maple  knd  is  generally  cfleemed  the  moft  eafy  and  ad- 
tantageous  for  cultivation,  as  it  is  a  warm,  rich,  loamy  foil,  which 
eafily  takes  grafs,  corn,  and  grain  without  ploughing;  and  not  only 
bears  good  crops  the  firft  year,  but  turns  immediately  to  mewing  and 
paftiire ;  that,  foil  which  is  deepefl  and  of  the  darkeft  colour,  is 
cfteemed  the  beiV. 

Black  and  yellow  birch,  white  afli,  elm,  and  alder,  are  indications 
of  good  foil,  deep,  ri«h,  and  moifl,  which  will  admit  grafs  and  grain 
Ivithout  ploughing. 

Red  oak  and  white  birch  are  figns  of  flrong  land,  and  generally ^ 
the  flrength  of  land  is  judged  of  by  the  largenefs  of  the  trees  which 
it  produces. 

There  are  evident  figns  of  a  change  in  the  growth  on  the  fame 
foil  in  a  courfe  of  time,  for  which  no  caufcs  can  be  affigned.  la 
fome  places,  the  old  flanding  trees,  and  the  fallen  decayed  trees,  ap- 
pear to  be  tlie  fame,  whilil  Jthe  raoft  thriving  trees  are  of  a  different 
kind :  for  inftance,  the  old  growth  in  fome  places  is  red  oak,  or 
white  afli,  whilft  the  other  trees  are  beech  and  maple,  without  any 
'fCfUng  oak  or.  afli  among  thenj.  It  is  probable  that  the  growth  is 
thus  changed  in  many  places ;  the  only  cpnclufion  which  can  be 
drawn  from  this  circumilance,  is,  that  the  fame  foil  is  capable  of 
bearing  divers  kinds  of  trees ;  but  ftill  there  is  a  difference  fuffiwent 
to  denominate  the  foil  from  the  growth. 

Several 'ways  of  raifing  a  crop  on  new  land  have  been  pra£Hfed« 
The  eafieft  and  cheapeft  method  was  originally  learnefl  of  the  Indians, 
who  never  looked  very  far  forward  in  their  improvements.  Th« 
method  is  that  of  girdling  the  trees  ;  which  is  done  by  making  a  cir- 
cular incifion  through  the  bark,  and  leaving  them  to  die  ftanding.— 
This  operation  js  performed  fn  the  fummer,  and  the  ground  is'  fowed 
in  Auguft  with  winter-rye,  intermixed  with  grafs ;  the  next  year 
^  the  trejss  do  not  put  forth  leaves,  and  the  land  having  yielded  a  crop, 
becomes  fit  for  pafture.  This  method  helps  poor  fettlers  a  little 
I  the  firft  year;  but  the  inconvenience  of  it  is,  that  if  the  trees  are  left 
ftanding,  they  are  continually  breaking  and  falling  with  the  wind, 
which  endangers  the  lives  of  cattle  ;  and  the  ground  being  conftanily 
^ncanabered  by  the  falling  trees,  is  lel«  fit  for  mowing ;  fo  that  if  the 

labour 
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1at)0urbc  not  effectually  done  at  once,  it  miift  be  done  in  a  fucccfGott 
of  time* 

In  the  intervale  land  on  Conne6licut  river,  wheat  often  yieldl 
forty,  and  fometimes  fifty  bufhels  to  the  acre  ;  but  in  compion  up- 
land, if  it  produce  twenty  bufliels,  it  is  reckoned  profitable,  though^ 
it  often  falls  fhort  of  that.  Indian  corn  will  fometimes  average  thirty 
or  forty,  but  it  is  to  be  obferved  that  this  latter  grain  does  not  pro- 
duce fo  largely,  nor  is  the  grain  fo  heavy  on  new  as  on  the  old  lands 
well  cultivated.  This,  however,  is  owing  much  to  the  latenefs  of 
the  feafon  in  which  it  is  planted  ;  if  planted  as  early  on  the  newly 
burnt  land  as  on  the  old,  it  will  be  nearly  as  good.  Of  all  grains, 
winter  rye  thrives  befb  on  new  lands,  and  Indian  com  or  barley  on  thip 
old.  Barley  docs  not  fucceed  well  in  the  new  land,  nor  is  flax  raifecj 
with  arijr  advantage,  until  the  land  has  been  cultivated  for  fome 
years.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  oats  and  peas,  but  alf  kinds  of 
efculent  roots  are  much  larger  and  fweeter  in  the  virgin  foil  than  \h 
any  other. 

The  mode  of  clearing  and  cultivating  new  lands  has  been  much 
improved  within  the  laft  thirty  years.*  Forty  years  ago  it  was 
thought  impoffible  to  raife  Indian  com  without  the  plough  and  the 
hoe.  The  mode  of  planting  it  among  the  bmnt  logs,  was  pra£ti. 
fed  with  great  fuccefs  at  Gilmantown^  about  the  year  1 762,  and  this 
eaiy  method  of  cultivating  foon  became  univerfal  in  the  new  planta- 
tions. It  is  now  accounted  more  profitable  for  a  youpg  man  to  go 
upon  new,  than  to  remain  on  the  old  lands.  In  the  early  part  of 
life,  every  day's  labour  employed  in  fubduing  the  wildernefs,  lays 
a  foundation  for  future  profit :  befides  the  mode  of  fubduing  new 
land,  there  has  been  no  improvement  made  In  the  art  of  hufbandry. 
The  feafon  of  vegetation  is  fhort,  and  is  almoft  wholly  employed 
in  preparing,  planting,  and  tilling  the  land,  iri  cutting  and  houfing 
fodder,  and  gathering  in  the  crops.  Thefe  labours  fucceed  invariably, 
and  muil  be  attended  to  in  their  proper  feafon ;  fo  that  little  time 
can  be  fpared  for  experiments,  if  the  peoplfe  in  general  were  difpo- 
fed  to  make  them.  Indeed,  fo  fudden  is  the  fucceffion  of  laboursi 
that  upon  any  irregularity  in  the  weather,  they  run  into  one  another, 
and,  if  help  be  fcarce,  one  cannot  be  completed  before  the  other 
fuffers  for  want  of  being  done.  Thus  hay  is  often  fpojled  tor  want 
of  being  cut  in  fi^afon,  wheii  the  harveft  is  plentiful.  It  is  partly 
from  this  caufe,  partly  from  the  ideas  of  e quality  with 
which  the  minds  of  hufba^dpien  are  early  impreijcd^  Jwd  partly 
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from  a  want  of  education,  that  no  fpirit  of  improvement  is  feei^ 
among  them,  ,but  everyone  purfues  the  bufinefs  of  fowing,  plant- 
ing, riiowing,  and  raifing  cattle,  with  unremitting  labour  and  unde-« 
viating  uniformity. 

Very  little  ufe  is  made  of  any  manure  except  barn  dung,  though 
marl  may  be.  had  in  many  places,  with  or  without  digging.  The 
mixing  of  different  flrata  is  never  attended  to,  though  mature 
often  gives  the  hint  by  the  rain  bringing  down  fand  from  a  hill 
on  a  clay  bottom,,  and  the  grafs  growing  there  in  greater  beauty 
^ni  luxuriance  than  elfewhere.  Dung  is  feldom  fufFered  to  re- 
jnain  in  heap  over  the  fumrqer,  but  i$  taken  every  fpring  from  the 
barn,  and  either  fpread  over  the  field  and  ploughed  in,  or  laid  in 
heaps,  and  put  into  the  holes  where  corn  and  potatoes  are  planted. 

Gardens  in  the  country  towns  are  chiefly  left  to  the  management 
pf  women,  the  men  contenting  themfelves  with  fencing  and  dig-» 
ging  them  ;  and  it  muft  be  faid,  to  the  honour  of  the  female  fex^ 
that  the  fcanty  portion  of  earth  committed  to  their  care,  is  often  made 
productive  of  no  fmall  benefit  to  their  families. 

As  the  firft  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfl^ire  came  chiefly  from  the 
fouth-weftern  counties  of  England,  where  cyder  and  perry  were  made 
in  great  quantities,  they  took  care  to  flock  their  plantations  with 
apple  trees  and  pear  trees,  which  throve  well,  and  grew  to  a  great 
rfize.  The  firft  growth  is  now  decayed  or  periflied,  but  a  fucceflioa 
has  been  preferved,  and  no  good  hulbandman  thinks  his  farm  com-? 
plete  without  an  orchard.  Perry  \s  flill  made  in  the  old  towns,  bor-  , 
dering  on  Pafcataqua  river,  but  in  the  interior  country  the  apple  tree 
is  chiefly  cultivated.  In  many  of  the  townfhips  which  have  beer^ 
fettled  fince  the  conquefl  of  Canada,  young  orchards  bear  well,  and 
cyder  is  yearly  becoming  more  plentiful. 

Other  fruits  are  not  much  cultivated ;  but  from  the  fpecimena 
which  fome  gardens  produce,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  cherry, 
the  mulberiy,  the  plum,  and  the  quince,  might  be  multiplied  to  any 
degree.  The  peach  does  not  thrive  well,  the  trees  being  very  fliort- 
lived.  The  apricot  is  fcarcely  known.  The  white  and  red  currant 
grow  luxuriantly,  if  properly  fituated  and  cultivated,  The  barberry, 
, though  an  exotic^  is  thoroughly  naturalized,  and  gjrows  fpontanebufly 
in  hedges  or  paflures. 

It  has  often  been  in  thi?  State  a  fubje6l  of  complaint,  that  grain, 
flax  and  efculent  vegetables,  degenerate.  This  may  be  afcribed  to 
|he  feed  pot  b^ing  changed,  but  fown  fucceflivelv  on  the  fame  foil. 
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or  in  the  fame  neighbourhood,  for  too  long  a  time.  *'  The  Siberian 
wheat  for  feveral  years  produced  good  crops ;  but  becoming  at 
length  naturalized  to  the  climate,  it  fhared  the  fate  of  the  coromoa 
kind  of  wheat,  and  dtfappointed  the  expectations  of  the  farmer. 
Were  the  feed  renewed  every  five  or  fix  years,  by  importations  from 
Siberia,  it  might  be  cultivated  to  advantage.**  Jt  mufl  be  ob* 
ferved,  that  the  Siberian  wheat  which  was  fowh  in  New-Hampfhire, 
about  twelve^  years  ago,  was  carried  from  England,  where  U  had 
been  fown  for  feveral  preceding  years.  Whether  an  intermediatp 
ilage  is  favourable  to  the  tranfplantation  of  feed  from  north  to 
fouth,  and  the  fuccefs  of  its  cultivation,  may  be  worthy  of  inquiry. 
With  refpeft  to  plants,  which  require  the  whole  feafon  to  grow  in,  it 
is  obferved,  that  **  the  removal  of  them  from  fouth  to  north,  ought 
to  be  by  fhort  flages  ;  in  w^hich  cafe  they  accommodate  themfclvet 
by  infenfible  degrees  to  the  temperature  and  length  of  the  v^geta* 
ting  term,  and  frequently  acquire  as  good  a  degree  of  perfe6tion  in 
foreign  climes  as  in  their  native  foil.  Such  are  the  refources  of  n*» 
ture  !'* 

Agriculture  is,  and  always  will  be,  the  chief  bufinefs  of  the  people 
of  New-Hampfliirc,  if  they  attend  to  their  true  intereft.  Every  tret 
which  is  cut  down"  in  the  forefl,  opens  to  the  fun  a  new  fpot  of  ^arth, 
which,  with  cultivation,  will  prodiKe  food  for  man  and  beafl.  It  is 
irapoffible  to  conceive  what  quantities  may  be  produced  of  beef,  pork, 
mutton,  poultry,  wheat,  rye,  Indian  corn,  barley,  pulfe,  butter  and 
cheefe,  articles  which  will  always  find  a  market.  Flax  and  hemp 
may  alfo  be  cultivated  to  great  advantage,  efpecially  on  the  intervale 
lands  of  the  large  rivers.  The  barley  of  New-England  is  much  ef- 
teemed  in  the  middle  States,^  and  the  demand  for  it  is  fo  great,  as  to 
encourage  its  cultivation  ;  it  is,  befides,  a  kind  of  grain  which  is  not 
liable  to  blafl.  Hops  will  grow  on  almofl  qny  foil,  and  the  labour 
attending  them  is  fo  inconfiderable,  that  there  can  be  no  excufe  for 
negle6ling  the  univcrfal  cultivation  of  them.  The  confumption  of 
;hem,  and  confequently  the  demand  for  them  as  an  article  of  com- 
merce, is  continually  increafing. 

The  firfl  neat  cattle  imported  from  Europe  into  New-Hampfhire, 
were  fent  by  Captain  John  Mafon  and  his  aflbciates,  about  the  year 
1633,  to  flock  their  plantations,  and  to  be  employed  in  drawing  lum- 
ber. Thefe  cattle  were  of  a  large  breed,  and  a  yelJow  colour,  procu- 
red from  Denmark,    Whilft  the  bufinefs  of  getting  lumber  was  the 

chief 
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diicf  employment  of  the  people,  the  breeding  of  large  cattle  was  more 
attended  to  than  k  is  now..  Calves  were  allowed  to  ^n  with  the 
cows^  and  fuck  at  their  pleafiire.  Men  were  ambitious  to  be  diilin^ 
guifhed  by  the  fize  and  Hrength  of  their  oxen.  Bets  were  frequently 
laid  on  the  exertions  of  their  ftrength,  and  the  prize  was  contended  for 
as^arneftly  as  the  laurel  at  the  Olympic  games.  This  ardour  is  not  yet 
wholly  extinguifhed  in  fome  places;  but  as  hufbandry  hath  gained 
ground,  lefs  attention  is  paid  to  the  ftrength,  and  more  to  the  fatneis 
!ftf  cattle  for  the  market,  and  calves  are  deprived  of  part  of  their  na- 
tkMral  food,  for  the  advantage  of  making  butter  and  cheefe. 

As  the  count!  y  becomes  mora  and  more  cleared,  pafture  for 
cattle  increafes,  and  the  number  is  continually  multiplied.  Fron^ 
the  ppper  parts  of  New-Hamp(hire,  great  herds  of  fat  cattle  are  driven 
to  the  Boflon  market,  whence  the  beef  is  exported  freHi  to  Nova^ 
Scotia,  and  faked  to  tlie  Weil:  and  Eait-Indies. 

At  what  time  and  by  whom  the  horfe  was  firlJ  imported,  docs  not 
ai^ear.  sNo  pai'ticular  care  is  taken  by  the  people  in  general  to  in»* 
prove  the  breed  of  this  majeftic  and  ufeful  animal,  and  bring  it.ta 
that  perfedion  of  which  it  is  capable.  The  raifing  of  colts  i« 
fM>t  accounted  a  profitable  part  of  hufl)andry,  as  the  horfe  is  but 
little  xtkd  for  draught,  and  ^is  fle(h  is  of  no  value.  The  proportion 
pf  horfes  to  neat  cattle  is  not  more  thjin^one  to  twenty.  Few  live 
aDd  die  on  the  plantations  where  they  are  bred ;  fome  are  exported  to 
the  Weft-India  iflands,  but  the  moft  are  continually  fhifted  from  one 
owner  %p  s^nother,  by  means  of  a  fet  of  contemptible  wretches  calle4 
Ikorfe-jockies. 

Afles  have  hetn  lately  introduced  into  the  country.  The  raifing 
of  mules  clefer\'es  encouragement,  as  the  exportation  of  them  to  the 
WeftJndies  is  naore  profitable  than  that  of  horfes,  and  they  may  h^ 
l^d  to  advantage  in  travelling  or  carrying  burthens  in  the  roug^ 
and  mount'uinoQS  parts  of  the  wildernefs. 

Sheep,  goats,  and  fwine,  were  at  firft  fent  over  from  England,  by 
the  affociates  of  Laconia.  Sheep  have  greatly  multiplied,  and  are  ac- 
counted the  moft  profitable  ftock  which  can  be  raifed  on  a  farm.  The 
ijtreed  might  be  renewed  and  impfoved  by  importing  from  Barbary, 
the  mufflon,  which  is  feid  to  be  the  parent  ftock  of  the  European, 
^  ^ad  Confequently  of  the  American  fheep.  Goats  are  not  muchpro«» 
'jsagated,  chiefly  becaufe  it  is  difficult  to  confinje  them  in  paftures* 
Swine  arc  yery  prolific^  and  fc^cely  a  faipily  is  \rtthout  tjicm.    Du«r 
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ring  the  fummer,  they  arc  either  fed  on  the  wafte  of  the  dairy  and 
kitchen,  or  ringed  and  turned  into  fields  of  clover,  or  permitted  to 
run  at  large  in  the  woods,  where  they  pick  up  nuts  and  acorns,  or 
grub  the  roots  of  fern  ;  but  after  harveft  they  arc  (hut  wp,  and  fatted 
on  Indian  corn.  The  pork  of  New-England  is  not  inferior  to  any  in 
the  world. 

Domeftic  poultry  of  all  kinds  are  raifcd  in  great  plenty  and  per* 
fetEtion  in  New-Hamp(hire.  In  fome  of  the  lower  towns  they  have 
a  large  breed  of  dunghill  fowls,  which  were  exported  from  England 
about  twenty  years  paft ;  but  this  breed  is  permitted  to  mix  with 
the  common  fort,  by  which  means  it  will,  in  time,  degenerate.  The 
ock  of  all  domeftic  animals  ought  frequently  to  be  changed,  if  k  is 
the  wi(h  to  preferve  them  unimpaired,  or  reftore  them  to  *their  ori- 
ginal perfe<Stion, 

CAVERNS,   STONES,  FOSSILS,  AND  MINERALS. 

Among  the  many  rocky  mountains  and  precipices,  fome  openings 
appear,  which  are  generally  fuppofed  to  be  the  haunts  of  bears  and 
ratde-fnakes,  and  are  rather  obje6lsof  dread  than  ofcuriofity •  A  par- 
ticular defcription  of  one  of  thefe  caverns  in  the  townfliip  of  Chefler, 
'  by  Peter  French,  an  ingenious  young  gendeman,  deceafed,  fliall  be 
given  in  his  own  words. 

"  At  about  five  miles  diftance  from  Ch^fter  meeting-houfe,  and 
very  near  the  road  leading  to  Concord,  is  an  eminence  called  Rattle- 
fhaki6  Hill.  Its  bafe  is  nearly  circular,  and  about  half  a  mile  in 
diameter.  It  is  very  rugged,  cipccially  on  the  fouthem  fide,  whtrc 
it  is  almofl  perpendicular,  and  its  fummit  frowns  tremendous,  about 
four  hundred  feet  high.  In  this  fide,  at  the  height  often  yards,  is 
an  aperture  in  the  rocks,  of  about  five  feet  high,  and  twenty  inches 
broad,  which  is  the  entrance  to  what  is  called  the  Devil's  Den,  con- 
cerning which,  many  frightftil  ftories  are  told,  to  increafe  the  ter- 
rors of  the  evening,  among  the  children  of  the  neighbouring  vil- 
lages ;  ^nd,  indeed,  I  have  obferved  the  eyes  of  men  alfume  a  pecu- 
liar brightnefs,  while  recounting  the  imaginary  dangers  which  they 
had  there  fortun&t^ly  eftaped. 

*'  This  entrance  is  about  (ix  feet  long,  it  then  contra^s  its  height 
to  two  feet  and  a  half,  and  difplays  its  breadth  horizontally  on 
the  right,  iifteen  feet,  where  it  is  irregularly  loftanwng  the  contigu-. 
oul  rOcks.    This  form  Of  thccaritjr  continues  about  ten  feet,  when 
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h  fuddenly  becomes  about  eight  feet  high,  and  three  wide,  tfetf 
ides  nearly  perpendicular,  continuing  thus  about  nine  feet.  In  the 
midway  of  which,  on  the  fame  plane,  and  nearly  at  right  angles 
on  the  left,  is  an  aperture  of  five  feet  high  and  four  wide,  which  con- 
tinues ten  or  twelve  feet,  where  it  is  loft  irregularly  anwng  the 
rocks*  Oppofite  to  this,  on  the  right,  lies  a  fpacious  chamber,  paral- 
lel to  the  faid  plane,  elevated  about  four  feet,  fifteen  or  twenty  feet 
fquare,  and  about  three  feet  high,  floored  and  ceiled  by  a  regular 
rock,  from  the  upper  part  of  which  are  dependent  many  ex- 
crefcences,  nearly  in  the  form  of  a  pear,  fome  of  which  are  more  than 
an  inch  long;  but  there  is  a  much  greater  number  of  every  poflible' 
inferior  fize  i  thefe  are  eafily  feparable  from  the  rock,  and  feveral 
of  them  are  dei>ofited  in  the  mufeum  at  Cambridge,  where  they 
are  fhcwn  for  petrified  water.  Their  colour  and  confiftence  are 
thofe  of  a  common  ftone,  but  when  approached  in  the  cave  with 
a  flambeaux,  they  throw  about  a  fparkling  luflre  of  almoft  every  hue* 
This  appearance  is  caufed  by  a  large  drop  of  water,  which  hangs 
about  the  end  of  each,  and  when  the  echo  of  its'  fall  has  reverberated 
round  the  vault,  another  begins  to  kindle  in  fucceffion. 

**  At  the  end  of  the  above  mentioned  nine  feet  is  a  perpendicular 
defcent  of  about  four  feet ;  where  the  paflage  becoming  not  more 
than  eighteen  inches  wide,  but  at  leaft  fifteen  feet  high,  and  liill 
nearly  perpendicular,  bends  gently  to  the  right  in  an  arch  of  a  v^ry 
large  circle,  for  about  thirty  feet,  wheie  eight  or  nine  feet  of  the 
height  falls  into  breadth,  and  all  in  feven  or  eight  feet  mqre  is  loft 
among  the  rocks,  in  inconfiderable  chinks. 

*'  The  general  diredion  of  this  cave  is  nearly  north,  and  upon  an 
afcent  of  about  three  degrees.  The  cavity  is  terminated  by  rocks 
on  all  fides,  fave  that  the  above-mentioned  thirty  feet  has  a  gra- 
Telly  bottom,  at  the  farther  end  of  which  rifes  a  fmall  rivulet, 
ftrongly  impregnated  with  fulphur.  This  rivulet  increafes  imper- 
ceptibly in  its  defcent  along  the  thirty  feet ;  when  it  falls  fuddenly 
into  a  tranfverfe  chink,  about  three  inches  wide,  which  receives  it 
perpendicularly  about  ten  feet,  when  the  little  fubterraneous  cafcade 
is  intercepted  by  fome  thin  lip  of  a  rock,-  and  thrown  about  in  quite 
a  merry  ftrain  for  fuch  a  folitary  roanfion. 

•*  The  rocks  which  wall  this  narrow  paflTage,  are  cafed  with  a  fjiell 
of  a  reddifli  colour,  about  half  an  inch  tliick,  which  is  eafily  fepa- 
rable from  the  rock,  in  flakes  as  large  as  a  man's  hand.    Thefc 

flakes 
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fclTcfs  emit  a  ftrong  fcent  of  fulphur,  when  thrown  into  the  fire  ;  and 
this  circumftance  has  given  rife  to  a  conjecture  that  fubterraneous  fires 
have  formerly  raged  here ;  but  whatever  truth  there  may  be  in  this 
opinion,  the  cave  is  now  exceedingly  cold,  and  a  more  gloomy  fitua- 
tion  is  fcafcely  imaginable.'* 

In  the  town  of  Durham  there  is  a  rock,  which  is  computed  to 
weigh  fixty  or  fcventy  tons.  It  lies  fo  cxa^ly  poifed  on  another 
rock,  as  to  be  eafily  moved  by  one  finger.  It  is  on  the  top  of  a  hill^ 
and  its  fituation  appears  to  be  natural.  Many  bther  Angular  ap- 
pearances among  the  rocks  and  mountains  attraft  the  attention  of  the 
curious,  and  ferve  as  objects  of  amazement  to  the  uninformed. 

Of  the  different  kinds  of  earths  and  clays  which  are  found  in 
New-Hampfhire,  it  Would  be  endlefs  to  give  an  account.  The 
towns  of  Exeter,  Newmarket,  Durham  and  Dover,  abound  in 
tlays.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  feveral  towns  on  Connecticut  river, 
in  many  of  the  n€w  townfhips,  clay  does  not  appear  till  after  the 
earth  ha^  been  opened  and  cultivated.  Maries,  though  found  m 
great  plenty  in  fome  places,  are  feldom  ufed  :  immenfe  treafures  of 
this  precious  manure  will  be  referved  for  future  generations. 

Red  atid  yellow  ochit**  are  found  in  Sommerfworth,  Chefter- 
field,  Rindge  and  Jaffrey.  It  is  obfervable  that  in  feveral  places,  a 
ftratufn  of  yellow  is  found  under  one  of  red  ochre,  without  any  in- 
tervening fubflance  :  thefc  have  been  purified  and  ufed  with  fucceft 
in  painting* 

At  Orford,  on  Connecticut  river,  is  found  the  foap-rock,  Steatites. 
It  has  the  property  of  fuller's  earth  in  cleanfing  cloths ;  it  is  of  a  coii- 
fiftence  between  earth  and  ftone  ;  it  may  be  fawn  or  cut  with  carpen- 
ter's tools  into  any  form  whatever.  To  determine  its  capacity  of  en- 
during heat,  Mr*  Belknap  carefully  meafured  and  weighed  a  piece 
of  it;  and  having  kept  it  for  one  hour  in  a  glowing  fire  ofcoalsp 
and  cooled  it  gradually,  he  found  it^  fize  was  not  in  tb«  leaft  dimi- 
nifhed ;  it  loft  a  fixty *fifth  part  of  its  weight ;  it  was  evidently  cracked, 
and  was  eafily  broken  by  the  hand ;  it  was  equally  fcft  as  before, 
^tid  as  capable  of  being  cut  or  fcraped ;  its  colour  was  changed  from 
a  light  grey  to  a  micaceous  yellow.  The  piece  on  which  this  experi- 
ment was  made,  weighed  between  feven  and  eight  ounces. 

In  various  parts  of  the  count: y  is  found  that  tranfparent  fubflance 

which  is  commonly  called  ifing-glafs,     Lapis  ff^cularis.     It  is  a 

ipecics  of  talc,  and  is  found  adhering  to  rocks  of  Vhae  or  yellow 

^varfz^    and  lying  in  lamina^    like  ibeets  of  p^per  j    moft  of  it 
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is  white,  fomc  is  yellow,  and  fomc  has  a  purple  hue.  The  lafgci 
leaves  of  this  curious  fubflance  are  found  in  a  mountain^  in  the 
townfhip  of  Grafton,  al;)out  twenty  miles  eaflward  of  D^tnK>uth 
college.  It  was  firft  difcovered  in  the  following  manner:' a  hun- 
ter took  flielter  for' the  night  in  a  cavern  of  the  mountain,  and  in  th« 
morning  found  himfelf  furrounded  with  this  tranfparent  fub- 
Hance;  a  large  leaf  of  which  he  faftened  to  the  branch  of  a  tree 
near  the  cave,  as  a  mark  by  which  he  might  again  find  the  place* 
This  happened^  during  the  late  war,  when  window-glafs  could  not 
be  imported*  The  fcarcity  of  that  convenient  article  brought  the 
talc  into  repute.  Many  perfons  employed  their  time  in  blowing 
the  rocks,  feparating  the  laminae,  cutting  them  into  fquares,  and 
vending  them  about  the  country.  This  fubftance  is  particularly- 
valuable  for  the  windows  of  Ihips,  as  it  is  not  brittle,  but  elaftic,  and 
will  ftand  the  explofion  of  cannon.  It  is  alfo  ufed  to  cover  miniature 
paintings,  and  to  preferve  minute  obje6ts  for  the  microfcope.  The 
difadvantage  of  it  for  windows  is,  that  it  contracts  duft,  and  is  not 
cafily  cleaned ;  but  for  lanterns  it  is  preferable  to  glafs. 

Chryftals  and  chryftalline  fpars  have  been  found  at  Northwood, 
Rindge  and  Conway.  They  are  of  various  fizes,  generally  hexago- 
nal, and  terminating  in  a  point.  The  largeft  which  has  fallen  under 
our  knowledge  was  found  at  Conway ;  it  was  fix  inches  in  length, 
eight  in  circumference,  and  weighed  thirty-two  ounces,  but  it  was 
not  throughout  pellucid. 

Allum  ore  has  been  found  at  Barrington,  Orford  and  Jaifrey 
Vitriol  at  J affrey,  Brentwood  and  Rindge :  itis  generally  combined  in 
the  fame  flone  u  jth  fulphur.  Thofe  ftones  which  have  been  feen  arc 
ihelly,  and  the  vitriol  exudes  at  the  fiflures.  Mr.  Belknap  has  one 
which  has  been  kept  perfectly  dry  for  above  twelve  years,  and  k 
produces  the  white  efflorefcence  as  plentifully  as  ever.  It  was 
taken  from  Lebanon  in  the  county  of  York,  where  there  was  an 
immenfe  quantity. 

Free-fione  his.  been  difcovered  at  Hanover  and  Piermont.  At  Or- 
ford are  many  flate  rocks,  and  a  grey  ftone,  which  may  be  wrought 
to  great  perfedioh,  either  for  building  or  for  miil-ftones  ;  it  is  faid  tQ 
be  nearly  equal  to  the  imported  burr  ftones^  and  is  in  great  de- 
mand. 

Iron  ore  is  found  in  many  places,  raoft  commonly  in  fwampd. 
It  generally  difcovers  itfe  f  by  the  colour  and  tafte  of  the  water, 
which  runs  through  it ;  and  there  are  many  fprings  in  almoft  every 
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part  of  the  country  which  are  impregnated  in  different  degrees 
with  it.  Black  lead^  plumbago^  is  found  in  large  quantities  about 
Ae  grand  Monadnock,  in  the  townfliip  of  JafFrey.  In  the  fame 
neighbourhood,  fome  fmall  fpecimens  of  copper  and  lead  have 
been  feen.  There  is  alfo  an  appearance  of  copper  in  fome'  rocks 
at  Orford  ;  but  no  metal  except  iron,  has  been  wrought  to  any  ad- 
vantage, 

Foffil  (hells  have  been  found  near  Lamprey  river  in  Newmarket, 
at  the  depth  of  feventeen  feet,  and  in  fuch  a  fitution  as  that  the  bed 
of  the  river  could  never  have  been  there.  The  fliells  were  of 
oyfters,  mufcles  and  clams,  intermixed.  Clam  fliells  have  alfo 
been  difcovered  at  the  depth  of  twenty  feet,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Dartmouth  college. 

Foffil  trees  are  fometimes  found  in  the  intervale  lands,  adjoining 
the  great  rivers. 

Mineralogy  is  a  branch  of  fcience  which  is  but  little  cultivated. 
Men  of  genius  and  fcience  have  not  yet  had  leifure  to  purfue  obje6ls 
from  which  prefent  advantages  cannot  be  drawn.  The  difappointments 
which  have  attended  fome  expenfive  attempts  ;  the  air  of  myftery 
thrown  over  the  fubje6l  by  ignorant  pretenders ;  and  the  facility 
with  which  every  mineral  may  be  imported  from  abroad,  have  like- 
wife  difcouraged  inquiries.  But  from  the  fpecimens  which  have  ap- 
peared, there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  exiftence  of  mineral  and  fof- 
fil treafures,  in  the  fearch  of  which,  future  generations  will  find  em- 
ploy ipent. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS  AND  CHIEF  TOWNS. 

This  State  is  divided  into  five  counties,  viz.  Rockingham,  Straf- 
ford, Chefhirr,  Hilliborough  and  Grafton;  thefe  are  fubdivided 
into  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  townfhips,  and  thirteen  locations, 
moft  of  which  are  about  fix  miles  fquare.  In  all  thefe  townfliips 
a  fhare  has  been  referved  equal  to  that  of  any  other  grantee  for 
the  firft  fettled  minifter,  as  his  own  right,  befides  the  parfonage  lot. 
This  has  proved  a  great  encouragement  to  the  fettlement  of  minifters 
in  the  new  towns ;  and  where  the  choice  has  been  prudent,  many 
advantages  have  been  derived  from  it. 

The  chief  towns  in  this  State  are  Porlfmouth,  Exeter  and  Con- 
cord, in  Rockingham  county ;  Dover  and  Durham,  in  Stratford  ; 
Keen  and  Charlefton,  in  Chefhire  ;  Araherft,  in  Hilliborough  \  and 
Havcrhall  and  Plymouth,  in  Grafton. 

N  a  PORTSMOUTH. 
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PORTSMOUTH. 

This  is  the  largeft  town  in  the  Stslte,  its  longitude  is  70®  40'  from 
the  obfcrvatory  at  Greenwich ;  it  is  about  two  miles  from  the  fca,  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  Pafcataqua  river ;  it  contains  about  fix  hundred  and 
forty  dwelling  houfes,  and  nearly  as  many  other  buildings,  befides 
thofe  for  public  ufes,  which  are  three  congregational  churches,  on© 
epifcopal,  and  one  univerfalift ;  a  ftate  houfe,  market  houfe,  four 
fchpol  houfes,  and  a  work  houfe. 

Its  harbour  is  one  of  the  finefton  the  continent,  having  a  fufficient 
depth  of  water  for  veflels  of  any  burthen.  It  is  defended  againft 
ftorms  by  the  adjacent  land,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  (hips  may 
fecurely  ride  there  in  ahy  feafon  of  the  year.  Befides,s  the  harbour 
is  fo  well  fortified  by  nature,  that  very  little  art  will  be  neceflary  to 
render  it  impregnable.  Its  vicinity  to  the  fea  renders  it  very  conve- 
nient for  naval  trade.  A  light  houfe,  with  a  fingle  light,  Hands  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  Ships  of  war  have  been  built  here  ; 
among  others,  the.  America,  of  feventy-four  guns,  launched  No- 
vember, 1782,  and  prefented  to  the  King  of  France  by  the  Congrefs 
of  the  United  States. 

EXETER. 

Exeter  is  fifteen  miles  S.  W.  from  Portfmouth,  fituated  at  the  head 
of  the  navigation  upon  Swamfcot,  or  Exeter  river.  The  tide  rifes 
here  eleven  feet  j  it  is  well  fituated  for  a  manufacturing  town,  and  has 
aheady  a  duck  manufactory,  in  its  infancy — fix  faw  mills,  a  fulling 
mill,  flitting  mill,  paper  mill,  fnuft'mill,  two  chocolate  and  ten  grift 
mills,  iron  warks,  and  a  printing  office.  The  public  buildings  are 
^two  congregational  churches,  an  academy,  a  new  and  handfome 
court  houfe,  and  a  gaol.  The  public  offices  of  State  are  kept  here. 
Formerly  this  town  was  famous  for  fhip  building,  but  this  bufinefs 
has  not  flouriflied  lince  its  interruption  by  the  war. 

CONCORD. 

This  is  a  pleafant,  flouriflnng,  inland  town,  fituated  on  the  weft 
bank  of  Merrimack  river,  fifty-four  miles  W.  N.  W.  from  Portf- 
mouth. The  general  court,  of  late,  have  commonly  held  their  (cf-^ 
fions  here ;  and  from  its  central  fituation,  and  a  thriving  back 
country,  it  will  probably  foon  become  the  permanent  feat  of  go- 
vernment. Much  of  the  trade  of  the  upper  country  centers  in  this 
town. 

Dover; 
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Dovef,  Durham,  Amherft,  Keen,  Charlefton,  Plymouth  and 
HaverhilJ,  are  the  other  moft  confiderable  towns  in  this  State. 
Haverhill  is  a  new,  thriving  town,  on  the  eaft  fide  ot  ConnedHcut 
river,  in  Lower  Coost  It  is  the  mod  confiderable  town  in  the  county 
of  Grafton,  and  has  a  well-conflru£ted  court».houfe  and  a  congrega- 
tional  church.  In  it  is  a  bed  of  iron  ore,  which  has  yiekled  fome 
profit  to  the  proprietor — alfo  a  quarry  of  free  ftone,  from  which  the 
people  are  fupphed  with  chimney  pieces,  hearth  ftones,  &c.  It 
has  alfo  a  fulling  mill  and  an  oil  mill,  and  many  other  excellent 
mill  feats. 

-    POPULATION. 

Attempts  have  been  made  at  feveral  times  to  afcertain  the  number 
of  people  in  New-Ham p(h ire.  The  iate  Governor  Wcntworth  was 
ordered  by  the  Britifh  miniflry  to  take  an  exad  furvey ;  but  <*  hav- 
ing no  fund  to  pay  the  expenfe,  and  no  law  to  compel  obedience**' 
to  the  order,  he  was  fubjeded  to  the  inconvenience  of  delay  and 
difappointment.  The  number  of  the  people,  however,  in  1767, 
was  eftimated  at  fifty-two  thoufand  feven  hundred.  Another  cHU 
mate  was  made  in  1774,  of  which  we  have  met  with  no  official  ac- 
count, but  have  been  informed  that  it  was  eighty-five  thoufand. 
This  was  too  high.  The  eflimate  given  to  Congrefs  by  the  delegates 
of  New-Hampfhire,  at  the  commencement  of  the  revolution,  was 
flillmore  extravagant.  A  furvey  taken  in  1 77  5».  partly  by  enume- 
ration, and  partly  by  eflimation,  for  the  purpofe  of  eflablifhing  an 
adequate  reprefentation  of  the  people,  made  the  whole  number 
eighty-two  thoufand  two  hundred. 

The  cenfus  taken  by  order  of  Congrefs  in  1790,  is  the  mofl  cor- 
rtd  account  which  has  ever  been  made,  according  to  this,  the  num?- 
berfi  were  as  follows : 
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GENERAL    PESCRIFTION 


ROCKINGHAM  COUNTY. 


TOWNS, 

1 

1 

1 

c 

a. 
1 

U    3 

-a  e 

ii 

.5 

15 

» 

II 

I-: 

1 

i 

1 

Portfmouth,    .    .    .    . 

1158 

973 

2487 

76 

i6 

4720 

Exeter, 

437 

343 

859 

81 

2 

1722 

Gofport,on  Star-lfland 

.         3* 

,  22 

39 

93 

Greenland, 

170 

141 

309 

12 

2 

634 

Rye,    • 

2Z6 

189 

436 

8 

3 

86s 

Stratham^    .   •   •   •  • 

229 

158 

486 

8 

I 

882 

Hampton  Falls,  •   .    . 

I  JO 

96 

291 

3 

I 

^*' 

Hampton,    •    •   •    •   • 

2^8 

»74 

436 

4 

I 

853 

Northampton,     •   .   • 

184 

138 

333 

2 

657 

Newington,     .   .   .   . 

13a 

109 

285 

2 

H 

542 

Newcaftle,  .   •  .   .   . 

1^? 

117 

292 

534 

Seabrook,     .   .   .   •    . 

,78 

178 

357 

2 

7'5 

Newmarket,    .   •   •   . 

284 

*35 

610 

7 

I 

"37 

Brentwood,     .   .   .   . 

»Si 

224 

490 

6 

1 

976 

Poplin, 

»37 

103 

251 

I 

I 

493 

Londonderry,      •   •    . 

677 

576 

1339 

24 

6 

2622 

Southampton,     •   .   . 

"S 

81 

241 

I 

448 

Plafiow, 

13s 

J29 

as; 

521 

Hampftead,     .   .    .    . 

»9S 

156 

370 

3 

724 

Atkinfon, 

1*9 

102 

246 

2 

479 

Kingfton,     .   .   .    .    . 

a43 

189 

471 

3 

900 

Hawkc, 

lOI 

94 

224 

I 

420 

Sandown,    .   .   .   •   . 

138 

IIS 

308 

561 

Newtowii,       .   .   »   . 

}26 

132 

271 

I 

53° 

Eaft-Kingfton,     .   .   . 

90 

*^7 

^79 

2 

35^ 

Salem,     ..••.. 

287 

294 

626 

9 

2 

1218 

Keniington,     •    .   .    . 

222 

147 

431 

800 

Deerfield, 

45* 

358 

806 

1 

2 

1619 

Nottingham,   •    .   .    . 

*7S 

249 

529 

4 

II 

1068 

London,      .   •    .   .    • 

272 

287 

518 

5 

2 

1084 

Pittsfield, 

214 

221 

449 

4 

888 

Northwood,     .    .   •    • 

188 

i8z 

374 

I 

744 

Epfom, 

200 

17s 

424 

799 

Epping, 

318 

254 

654 

2 

S 

'«33 

Northfield,       .    .    •    . 

'54 

^5i 

295 

2 

Canterbury,    .... 

285 

223 

526 

I 

3 

1038 

Chichefter,     ^   .   .   . 

'37 

118 

236 

491 

Perobrook,       .... 

240 

245 

469 

2 

956 

Concord, 

505 

408 

823 

7 

4 

'747  [ 
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ROCKINGHAM  COUNTY,  CONTINUED* 


TOWNS. 


Bow,    .    . 

Allenftown, 

Chefter, 

Candia, 

Pel  ham,   • 

Raymond, 

Windham, 


149 
67 

494 
246 
216 

»77 
156 


1 1 148 


447 
^73 
190 
181 
»73 


9654 


268 
123 
960 
522 

361 
328 


21396 


«93l98 


9S 


-I 


568 

254 
1902 
1040 
791 
727 
663 


43169 


STRATFORD    COUNTY, 


Dorer,     •    .   , 
Somcrfworth, 
Rochefter,    .   . 
New-Durham, 
Middleton, 
Wolfborough, 
Moultonborough, 
Sandwich,    •    • 
Offipee,    .    •    • 
Wakefield,  .    . 
Tuftonborough, 
Tamworth,     . 
Barnftead,   .   • 
j^aton,     •   •   • 
Effingham, 
Conway,      •   . 
Durham,     •   • 
Barrington,      •. 
Madbury,    .'  • 
Lee,     •   .   •   • 
New-Durham  Gore, 
Sanborntown, 
New -Hampton, 
Meridith,    .    # 
Gijmantown, 
Starjc's  and  Sterling' 
Locations, 


srling's  1 
...  J 


5^9 
24S 

730 
^39 

110 

133 

216 

86 

158 

67 

192 

60 

42 

149 

336 
605 
167 
277 
Z08 

415 

»7i 

247 

614 
II 


6011 


419 
211 
740 
140 
162 
120 
148 

^43 
82 

193 
20 
72 

214 
72 

43 
146 
272 
646 
126 
224 
118 
4*3 

173 
211 

682 


59^3 


1004 
478 

1386 
275 

304 
217 
283 
446 
171 
29s 

60 
126 
400 
121 

68 
279 

634 
1217 

295 
526 
212 

749 

306 

419 

1294 

26 


18 


2 

4 
22 


II 59 1   63  23.  23601 


1998 

943 

2857 

554 
617 

447 
565 
905 

339 
646 
109 
266 
807 

*53 

154 

574 
1247 
2470 

592 
X029 

445 
1587 

652 

881 

2613 
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GEJIERAL    DESCRIPTION 
CHESHIRE   COUNTY. 


>o 

b 

**-     . 

a  • 

TOWNS. 

II 

2^ 

1^ 

£"3 

1 

.£    C 

IB  C 

M 

5 

»    " 

^  s 

» 

•5 

• 

\ 

tjg 

^t 

8 

0 

> 

73 

•       &^ 

li;^ 

^ 

? 

55 

H 

Charlefton,      •   .   .   . 

307 

254 

530 

I 

I 

1093 

Kecne,     .    *    . 

3,8 

318 

671 

5 

2 

13H 

Ackworth,  .    . 

159- 

197 

348 

704 

Alftcad,   .    •    . 

268 

285 

558 

llii 

Chefterfield,    • 

.    .' 

441 

S3* 

930 

2 

1905 

Claremont,      .    , 

348 

391 

692 

2 

2 

H3S 

Corniih,      .    • 

238 

258 

484 

I 

I 

982 

Croydon,     .    . 

121 

151 

262 

3 

537 

Dublin,    .    .    . 

227 

223 

446 

5 

901 

Fitzwilliam,     • 

aS5 

278 

50s 

1038 

Gilfom,   .    •    . 

70' 

64 

164 

2Q8 

Hinfdale,     .    . 

127 

142 

251 

2 

522 

Jaffrey,    •   .    •  ^ 

a8c 

336 

603 

II 

"35 

Langdon,     .    ., 

S8 

76 

'       108 

2 

244 

Lempfter,    .    . 

110 

9S 

207 

3 

415 

Marlborough, 

17s 

219 

39* 

786 

Marlow,      .    . 

73 

80 

160 

3^3 

Newport,     .   . 

187 

198 

390 

4 

I 

780 

Packersfield,    . 

167 

208 

343 

3 

721 

Richmond,      .    , 

33^ 

368 

680 

1380 

Rindge,    . 

276 

326 

SS4 

.^  7 

1143 

Stoddart, 

162 

194 

344 

I 

701 

Surry, 

117 

III 

220 

448 

Sullivan, 

48 

68 

103 

I 

220 

Swanzey, 

«93 

287 

57' 

6 

^^l 

Unity, 

133 

139 

265 

I 

538 

Walpole,     , 

3*7 

33S 

580 

I 

2 

1245 

Wafljin^ton,    . 

^37 

135 

*73 

545 

Wendell,     .    .    , 

70 

64 

^33 

267 

Weftmoreland,    , 

472 

S43 

998 

4 

I 

2018 

Win?hefter,     .    , 

298 

3" 

595 

4 

I 

1209 

New-Grantham, 

90 

88 

153 

I 

I 

33-3 

Plainfield,    .    .    . 

259 

277 

486 

2 

1024 

Prote6tworth,      , 

56 

49 

104 

I 

210 

7004 

7680 

14103 

69 

76 

28872 
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HILLSBOROUGH    COUNTY. 


TOWNS, 


I  ^ 
I! 


I 


I 

W 

(14     • 


I 


3 


Araherft,     .    .    .    , 
Duxbury  Mile-flip, 
Bedford,      .    .    . 
Derryfield  Gore, 
Wilton,    •    •   •    • 
Dunftable,*.   .   . 
Nottingham  Weft, 
New-Tpfwich, 
Merrimack,     .   . 
Hillfborough, 
GofFstown,      ♦   . 
Litchfield,    .   ,   , 
Ncw-Bo(lon,  •   • 
Antrim,   •   •   •   • 
Heniker,     .   .   , 
Peterborough,     . 
Fiiherfield,      .   . 
Lyndborough,    . 
L)mdbon)ugh  Gore, 
Bradford,     .   .   .   , 

Sutton, 

New- London,  •  ^ 
Warner,  .  .  . 
Kiarferge  Gore, 
Andover,  .  .  . 
Bofcawen,  .  •  • 
Society,  .  .  •  . 
Hancock,  .  •  . 
Sharon,  •  •  «  • 
Campbcll*8  Gore^ 
Saliibury,  •  .  . 
Temple,  ,  .  . 
Mafon,  •  •  •  • 
Raby,  .  .  .  , 
Weare,  .... 
Hopkinton,  •  . 
Franceftown,  ,   . 

IDunbarton,     .   . 
Dearing,     •   .   • 

Vol.il 


571 
39 

ft  10 
10 

*53 
179 

338 
^69 

193 
3*4 

97 
313 
138. 
269 
220 

68 

313 
II 

56 

h 

S20 

^7 
166 
282 

84 

t 

34S 

>77 

»'S 
86 

491 
44S 
332 
209 
*«3 


576 
45 

'4 
»78 
146 
246 
285 
207 

311 

83 
303 
146 

3*S 
»i4 
105 

349 
8 

60 
122 

90 
195 

«7 
167 
274 

160 

63 

35 

385 

196 

242 

89 
5OP 

417 

*33 
244 

254 


1204 

8S 

440 

16 
562 
306 

544 
014 

393 
393 
614 
160 
576 
^44 
S^S 
4*3 
158 
618 
^9 

lOB 

266 

448 

49 
312 

146 

315 
128 

640 

36S 
462 
160 

931 
852 

517 


4S9 


18 


12 
J 

7 

4 
10 

I 
34 
17 

JO 

8 

4 


2369 
169 
898 

30 

X105 

632 

1064 

1241 

819 

798 

1275 

3S7 

5a8 

1127 

861 

331 
1280 

38 
217 

863 
X03 
64s 

1 108 
319 
1^34 
259 
120 

»37» 
747 
gza, 

338 
1924 
1715 

982 

917 

928 
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GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 


HILLSBOROUGH  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 


TOWNS- 


HoUU,    - 
Derryfield^ 


4  ^ 


3+0 
9* 


8iSS 


£^ 


37^ 
9^ 


"J 


83B9 


7^3 
'7S 


16250  1177 


1 


1441 
36a 


31871 


FTON 

COUj 

NTY. 

163 

118 

a66 

I 

4 

62  c 
39I 

182 

142 

s^97 

4 

79 

87 

13* 

55 

SZ 

'35 

I 

348 

117 

,36 

»39 

I 

381 

84. 

62 

134 

I 

34 

45 

62 

141 

"3 

79 

302- 

I 

395 

137 
17 

i»3 
J3 

323 
38 

483 
5?. 

9 

5 

13 

36 

94 

104 

17s 

373 

Id 

e 

13 

39 

91 

75 

H7 

3'3 

21 

so 

47 

88 

3 

4 

7 

H 

34 

«5 

5* 

III 

48 

45 

82 

175 

.  j88 

173 

361 

3 

£7«4 

32 

18 

3« 

7» 

99 

no 

194 

403 

476 

398 

596 

d 

* 

1380 

45 

^5 

7» 

161 

75 

80 

»37 

393 

^'J 

s8a 

5'5 

8 

1 180 

5 

9 

33 

Haverhill,    •   •   •   •   • 

Plvroouth, 

Alexandria,     .... 

Bartlett, 

Bath, 

Bridgewater,  •  •  •  • 
Burtan,  ...,•• 
Cambridge,  not  inhab. 

Campton, 

Canaan, 

Chatham,  •  •  •  .  • 
Cockburne,  •  •  •  • 
Cockermouth,     •   •   • 

Colburne, 

Concord,  alias  Gun- 1 
thwaite,   ....  J 

Coventry, 

Dalton,  .•••.. 
Dartmouth, .  •  •  .  . 
Dorchefter,  .  •  .  • 
Dummer,  not  inhab.  • 
Enfield,  alias  Relhan, 
Err ol,  not  inhabited,  . 
Franconia,  •   •    •    •    • 

Grafton, 

Hanover,    including "] 
152    iludents    at  > 
Dart.  College,     .  J 
Kilkenny,notinhabited, 
Lancafler,    •   •    • 
Landaff,  •    •    .    • 
Lebanon,     ... 
,  Lincoln,      •   •   • 
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GRAFTON  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 


TOWNS, 


II 


I 

>  8 

,£:  NO 


I 


Littleton, 

Lyman, 

Lyme,      •••••• 

Milfield,  not  inhabited, 
New-Cbefter,  .  .  . 
New-Holdernefs,  .  '. 
Northumberland,   •   . 

Orange,  • 

Orford, 

Peeling,  not  inhabited, 

Percy,      

Piermont,  •  •  •  •  • 
Rumney,  •  .  •  .  . 
Shelburne,  •   •    •    •    • 

Stratford, 

Succefs,  not  inhabited, 
Thornton,  .  .  ,  .  . 
Trecothick,  not  inhab. 
Warren,  *  . 
Wentworth, 

Hales's, 

Dames'si 

Hart*8, 


J 


•c  •<  Senter's 


Stark's,    , 
Sterling's, 
(.Wales'*, 


28 
57 

70 
96 
34 

3» 
140 

H 
103 

97 
44 
96 

56 

3 
4 
3 
S 
8 

3 
I 


26 
39 


103 

73 
27 

37 
"5 

II 

.113 

"3 

S 

38 

98  j 

64 

73 

2 

4 


3768  I     3315 


42 
106 
39* 

139 
160 

206 

18 
64 

86 

112 

4 

9 

5 

il 

4 
2 


6340     28 


21 


SUMMARY  OF  POPULATION 


96 

202 
816 

312 

117 

»3i 
540 

48 
426 
411 

146 

38s 

206 
241 

9 
^21 

Z2 

8 

9 
6 


i347» 


43169 
23601 
28872 
3*871  , 
1347*  t 
141985 


Rockingham  Coimty, 
Strafford  dp.  .  .  .  , 
Chefliire  do.  •  •  •  < 
Hillfborough  do.  .  . 
Grafton  do.     ,   •   •  . 


1 1 148 
601 1 

7004 

3768 
36086 


9654 

7680 

8389 

33^5 

34851 


2r976 
11591 
14103 
16150 
6340 
70160 


*?3 

69 

177 
21 

630 


98 

*3 
16 

28 

158" 


0% 


if 


H6  CENTRAL    D*SCR1PTI01S* 

If  this  number  is  compared  with  the  number  in  ^775^  tni  tbi 

^fierence  divided  by  the  number  of  intervening  years»  without  any 

reference  to  the  lols  fullained  by  the  war,  the  average  of  incrcafi^ 

Ivill  be  three  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  eight-five  per  annum  for  the 

laft  fifteen  y^ars. 

This  rapid  increaffc  of  population  is  partly  tiatiiril  and  partly  ad-* 
Vcntitious.  Thtf  diftindion  between  thefe  two  daufes  id  evident; 
but  to  afcertain  the  precife  limits  of  their  refpedive  operations  is 
inipradicable,  without  a  more  rtiinute  furvey  than  has  ever  yet  been 
takeii.  Large  fcmigrations  have  been  made  fince  the  peace  of  1 763  front 
the  neighbouring  States^  into  the  nev/  townfhips  of  New-Hampfhire. 
Thofe  from  the  did  towns  to  the  tiew  hav^  been  alfo  very  confidera<« 
ble ;  and  though  at  firft  view  thefe  latter  miy  not  feem  to  have  aug« 
inented  the  number  of  the  people ;  yet,  upon  a  more  clofe  attention 
of  the  fubje6t,  it  will  be  found,  that  even  in  them  there  is  a  pro* 
duiftive  caufe  of  increafe.  Where  land  is  cheap,  and  the  means  of 
fubfiftence  may  be  acquired  in  fuch  plenty,  and  in  fo  fliort  a  time,  as  , 
is  evidently  the  cafe  iil  the  new  plantations,  encouragenient  is  given 
to  early  marriage.  A  young  man  who  has  cleared  a  piece  of  land» 
and  built  a  hut  for  his  prefent  accommodation,  foon  begins,  to  expe- 
rience the  truth  of  that  did  adage^  It  is  not  gobd  for  mdn  to  he  alone* 
Having  a  profped  of  increafing  his  fubflance  by  labour,  which  he. 
knows  himfelf  ai)le  to  petform,  \it  attaches  himfeif  to  a  femala 
eariier  than  prudence  would  didate  if  he  had  not  fiich  a  profped* 
N6r  arc  the  young  females  of  the  country  averfc  to  a  fcttlement  in 
the  new  plantations,  where,  after  the  fecond  year's  labolir,  by  which 
the  land  is  brought  into  pafture,  there  is  a  ne(:eflity  for  beginning 
the  work  of  a  dairy^  an  employment  which  always  fails  to  their 
lot,,  and  is  an  objeft  of  their  ambition  as  well  aft  intereft. 

RELIGION,  CHARACt£R>  GENIUS,  &c* 

The  principal  denominations  of  Chriftians  in  this  Stat^  are  Coii-> 
gregationalifts^  Baptifis,  Prefbyterians,  Epifcopalians,  and  Quakers ;  of 
thefe  the  Congregationalifls  are  the  moft  numerous,  as  they  are  in 
moft  of  the  New*England  States ;  ther^  isj  likewife,  a  finall  fodety 
of  Sandemonians  and  another  of  Univerialifts  in  Fortfmouth,  but  of 
no  great  extent. 

In  the  cfaaradei-  of  the  people  of  this  State,  like  the  inhabitants 
of  Vermont,  there  are  various  ihades ;  the  revolution,  which  called 
the  democratic  power  iiito  adtion,  has  repreflcd  thr  ariftocratic  fpirit# 
ftThe  people  enjoy  more  equal  privileges,  and,  after  t  long  difTenfion, 
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dfe  better  united.  Government  is  a  /czence,  and  requires  education 
and  information  a$  Well  as  judgment  and  prudence.  Indeed  there 
are  fome  who  have  flruggled  t)irough  all  the  difadvantages  ariiing 
from  the  want  of  early  education^  and^  by  force  of  native  geniua 
and  induftry,  have  acquired  thpfe  qualifications  which  have  enabledr 
them  to  render  eminent  fervice  to  the  community ;  and  tfcere  an( 
«>thcr8  who  have  been  favoured  with  eariy  education,  and  have  im- 
proved their  opportunity  to  good  purpofe  ;  notwithftandingwhich^ 
the  deficiency  of  perfons  qualified  for  the  various  departments  id 
government  has  been  much  regretted,  and  by  none  more  than  by 
thofe  ttWf  who  know  how  public  bufinefs  ought  to  be  conducted  ; 
this  deficiency  is  daily  decreafing ;  the  means  of  knowledge  arc  ex- 
pending J  prejudices  are  we^iring  away,  and  the  political  charaftcr  of 
the  people  is  manifeftly  improving. 

But  however  late  the  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfhire  may  be  ill 
political  improvement,  yet  they  have  Igng  pofleflTed  other  valuable 
qualities,  which  have  rendered  them  an  important  branch  of  th« 
American  union;  firmnefs,  patience  in  fatigue,  intrepidity  in  dan- 
ger, and  alertnefs  in  adtion,  are  to  be  numbered  among  their  nativt 
and  efiential  chara6teriilics« 

Men  who  are  concerned  in  travelling,  hunting,  cutting  timber^ 
making  roads,  and  other  employments  in  the  foreft,  are  inured  to 
hardfhips.  They  frequehtly  lie  out  in  the  woods  feveral  days  or 
weeks  together,  in  all  feafqns  of  the  year,  A  hut  compoff  d  of  poles 
und  bark  fufiices  them  for  ihelter,  and  on  the  open  fide  of  it  a  large 
fire  fecures  them  from  the  feverity  of  the  weather.  Wrapt  in  a 
blanket  with  their  feet  next  the  fire,  they  pafs  the  longeft  and  coldeit 
nights,  and  awake  vigorous  for  labour  th©  fucceeding  day.  Their 
food,  when  tlius  employed,  is  faked  pork  or  beef,  with  potatoes  and 
bread  of  Indian  com,  and  their  bcft  drink  is  water  mixed  with  gin- 
ger, though  many  of  them  are  fond  of  diflilled  fpirits,  which,  how- 
ever, arc  lefs  noxious  in  fuch  a  fituatlt^n  than  at  home.  Thpf« 
who  begin  a  new  fettlement  live,  at  firfl,  in  a  flyle^not  lefs  fimple; 
they  ere  A  a  fquare  building  of  poles  notched  at  the  ends  to  keep  them 
fail  together^  the  crevices  are  plaiftered  with  clay,  or  the  fliffefk 
earth  which  can  be  had,  mixed  with  mofs  or  ftraw ;  the  roof  it 
either  bark  or  fplit  boards ;  the  chimney  a  pile  of  ilones,  within 
which  a  fire  is  made  on  the  ground,  and  a  hole  is  left  in  the  roof 
for  the  fmok^  to  pafs  out ;  another  hole  is  made  in  the  fide  of  tlic 
lioufc  for  a  window,  which  is  occafionally  clofed  with  a  woodea 
•^  ,  ihi4tte^. 
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ihuttcr;  In  winter  a  conflant  fire  is  kept  by  night  as  well  as  by  istjr^ 
and  in  fummer  it  is  ncceflary  to  have  a  continual  fmoke  on  account 
Njt)f  the  mufquetos  and  other  infeds  with  which  the  woods  abound. 
The  fame  defence  is  ufed  for  the  cattle ;  fmokes  of  leaves  and  brufti 
'  are  made  in  the  paftures  where  they  feed  by  day,  and  in  the  pens 
where* they  are  folded  by  night.  Oven^  are  built  at  a  fmall  diflarice 
from  the  houfes  of  the  bed  ilones  which  can  be  found,  cemented 
and  plaiftercd  with  clay  or  fliff  earth.  Many  of  thefe  firft  clFays  iii 
houfekeeping  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  new  plantations,  which  ferve 
to  lodge  whole  families,  till  theit*  induflry  can  furnifh  them  with 
materials  for  a  more  regular  and  comfortable  houfe,  atid  till  theif 
land  is  fo  well  cleared,  as  that  a  proper  fituation  for  it  can  be  chofen^  * 
By  thefe  methods  of  living  the  people  are  familiarifed  to  hardfhips  ; 
their  children  are  early  ufed  to  coarfe  food  and  hard  lodging ;  atid 
\6  be  without  (hoes  in  all  feafons  of  the  year  is  fcarcely  accounted  a 
want.  By  fuch  hard  fare,  and  the  labour  Which  accompanies  it^ 
knany  young  men  have  raifed  up  families,  and  in  a  few  years  have 
acquired  property  fufficient  to  render  themfelves  independent  free- 
bolders ;  and  they  feel  all  the  pride  and  importance,  which  arifes  from 
a  confcioufnefs  of  having  well  eairned  their  eftates. 

They  have  alfo  been  accuftomed  to  hear  their  parents  relate  the 
dangers  and  hardfhips,  the  fcenes  of  blooci  and  defolation,  through 
which  they  and  their  ahceftors  have  pafTed ;  and  they  Have  an  ambi- 
tion to  emulate  their  hardy  virtues.  New-Hampfliife  may  therefore 
be  confidered  as  a  nurftry  of  fterh  heroifm,  producing  men  of 
iirmnefi  and  valour,  who  caii  traverfe  rhountdns  and  deferts,  en- 
counter hardfhips-,  and  face  an  enemy  without  terror.  Their  martial 
fpirit  needs  only  opportunity  to  draw  it  into  aftion ;  and  when  pro- 
perly trained  to  regular  military  duty,  and  commanded  by  officers  • 
in  whom  they  can  place  confidence,  they  form  a  mihtia  fully  equal  tcJ ' 
the  defence  of  their  country. 

They  are  alfo  very  dexterous  in  the  ufe  of  edge  tools,  and  iii 
appljdng  mechanical  powers  to  the  elevation  and  removal  of  heavy 
bodies.  In  the  management  of  cattle  they  are  excelled  by  nonei 
Mofl  of  their  labour  is  performed  by  the  help  of  dxeti ;  horfes  arcs 
feldom  employed  in  the  team,  but  are  ufed  chiefly  in  the  faddle^  ot 
in  the  winter  feafon  in  fleighs. 

Land  being  eafily  obtained,  arid  labour  of  every  kind  being  fami* 
'liar,  there  is  great  encouragement  to  population.  A  good  hufband* 
mAUf  with  the  favings  of  a  few  years,  can  purchafc  new  land  enough 
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to  give  &18  e}der  Tons  a  fettlemer^t,  and  affift  them  in  clearing  a  lot 
and  building  a  hut ;  after  which  they  foon  learn  to  fupport  them^* 
^Ives.  The  homeftead  is  generally  given  to  the  youngeft  fon^  who 
provides  for  his  parents  when  age  or  infirmity  incapacitates  them  for 
labour.  An  unmarried  man  of  thirty  years  years  old  is  rarely  to  be 
found  in  the  country  towns.  The  women  are  grandmothers  at 
iforty,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  for  a  mother  and  daughter  to  have 
each  a  child  at  the  breaft  at  the  fame  time;  nor  for  a  father,  fon, 
and  grandlbn,  to  be  at  work  together  in  the  f^mc  field.  Thus  po- 
pulation  and  cultivation  proceed  together,  and  a  vigorous  race  of 
inhabitants  grows  up,  on  a  foil  which  labour  vies  with  nature  to  ren* 
der  produ<Si:ive. 

..  Thofe  perfons  who  attend  chiefly  to  hulbandry  are  the  moft 
thriving  and  fubftantial ;  thofe  who  make  the  getting  of  lumber 
their  principal  bufinefs  generally  work  hard  for  little  profit ;  this  kind 
of  emplpymeift  interferes  too  much  with  hufbandry.  The  beft  fea^ 
ion  for  fawing  logs  is  the  fpring,  when  the  rivers  are  high  j  this  is 
alfo  the  time  for  ploughing  and  planting.  He  who  works  in  the  faw- 
inill  at  that  time  muft  buy  his  bread  and  clothing,  and  the  hay  for 
bis  cattle,  with  his^J-jyimber  5  and  he  generally  anticipates  the  profit 
of  his  labor.  Long  credit  is  a  difadvantage  to  him ;  and  the  too  free 
indulgence  of  fpirituous  liquors,  to  which  this  clafs  of  people  are 
)Tiuch  addided,  hurts  their  health,  their  morals,  and  their  interefl. 
They  are  always  in  debt,  and  frequently  at  law.  Their  families 
are  ill  provided  with  neceffaries,  and  their  children  are  without  edu* 
cation  or  morals.  When  a  man  makes  hufbandry  his  principal  em- 
ployment, and  attends  to  lumber  only  at  feafons  of  leifiu-e,  and  cad 
afford  to  l^eep  it  for  a  market,  and  be  his  own  fa6bor,  then  it  be- 
comes profitable.  The  profits  of  the  other  generally  go  into  the 
bands  of  the  trader^  who  fupplies  him  with  necefiaries  at  an  advanced 
price,  and  keeps  him  in  a  flate  of  dependance. 
',  Where  hufbandry  is  the  employment  of  the  men,  domeflic  manu«> 
feftures  are  carried  on  by  the  women;  theyfpinand  weave  their 
own  flax  and  wool,  and  their  families  are  clad  in  cloth  of  their 
Wn  njaking.  The  people  of  Londonderry,  and  the  towns  which 
^t  made  up  of  emigrants  from  it,  attend  largely  to  the  manufacture 
of  linen  cloth  and  thread,  and  make  great  quantities  for  fa|c.*  Thefe 
people  are  induftrious,  frugal,  and  hofpi table ;  the  men  are  fanguine 
opd  robufl ;  the  women  are  of  lively  difpofitions,  and  the  native 
white  imd  red  complexion  of  Ireland  is  not  lofl  in  New-Hampfhire, 
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#*  The  town  is  mucl^  indebted  to  them  for  its  wealth  and  cq0^ 
i^ucnce/'*  •    • 

The  people  of  New-Hampihirc,  in  general,  arc  induftnons,  and 
allow  themfelves  very  little  time  for  diverfion :  one  who  indulges 
liimfelf  in  idlenefs  and  play,  is  fligmatifed  according  to  bis  demerit* 
At  military  mufters,  at  judicial  courts,  at  the  raifing  of  houfes,  af^ 
the  launching  of  fhips,  and  at  the  ordination  of  minifters,  which 
are  feafons  of  public  concourfe,  the  young  people  amufe  themfelves 
with  dancing.    In  feme  towns  they  have  a  pra^ice  at  Chnftpoas  of 
Ihooting  geefe  for  wagers ;  and  on  many  other  occafions  the  diver- 
fion of  firing  at  marks  is  very  common,  and  has  an  excellent  effect 
in  forming  young  men  to  a  dexterous  ufe  of  arms.     The  time  of  ga- 
thering  riie  Indian  corn  is  always  a  feafon  of  feftivity ;  the  ears  arc 
gathered  and  brought  home  by  day,  and  in  the  evening  a  company 
of  neighbours  join  in  hulking  them,  and  conclucje  their  kbqur  with 
1  fupper  and  a  danc^.     In  the  capital  towns  they  have  regular  af- 
fembhes  for  dancing ;  and  fometiroes  theatrical  entertainments  have 
been  'given  by  the  young  gentlemen  and  ladies.    In  Fortfmouth 
there  is  as  much  elegance  and  politenefs  of  manners  as  in  any  of  the 
capital  towns  of  New-England.     It  is  often  vifited  by  ft^ngers,  who 
adways  meet  with  a  friendly  and  hofpitable  reception^ 

The  free  indulgence  of  fpirituous  liquors  has  been,  and  ii  now^ 
one  of  the  greateft  faults  of  many  of  the  people  of  New-Hampihir^ 
e^ecially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river  Prfcataqua,  and  itt 
branches,  and  wherever  the  bafinefs  of  getting  lumber, forms  the 
principal  employment  of  the  people. 

In  travelling  up  the  country,  it  affords  plcafure  to  obfervc  the 
▼arious  articles  of  produce  and  manufafture,  comidg  to  niarket ; 
but  in  travelling  down  the  country,  it  is  equ^ly  difguftfiil  to  meet 
the  fame  teams  returning,  loaded  With  ca&s  of  ^rum,  along  witH 
fifh,  fait  and  other  neceffary  articles. 

Ameng  huibandmen  cycler  is  their  principal  drink;  malt  Hquof  it 
not  fo  common  as  its  wholefomehefe  deferves,  and  as  the  facility 
with  which  barley  and  hops  may  be  raifed  feems  to-  require.  In 
fome  of  the  new  towns  a  liquor  is  made  of  fpruce  twigs  boiled  in 
maple  fap.  But  after  all,  there  are  no  perfons  more  robuft  and 
healthy,  than  thofe  whofe  only  or  principal  drink  is  the  fimple  ele« 

*  MS.  letter  of  the  Rev.  WUliam  Morrifop  of  Londoi^dcrry. 
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mcRt  with  which  Nature  h^  univerfally  and  bpuntifully  fuppli€4 
Ihis  happy  land. 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

For  feveral  years  fiicceeding  the  late  war  the  partial  impofts  and 
impolitic  reftridtions  of  the4r  own  government,  prevented  foreiga 
velTels  from  loading  in  their  port,  and  a  want  of  capital  or  of  enter- 
prife  in  the  merchants  of  Pafcataqua  has  hitherto  kept  them  from 
exploring  the  new  fources  of  commerce,  which  are  opened  to  Ame- 
rica by  her  independence,  and  which  the  merchants  of  other  Ame- 
rican ports  are  feeking  with  avidity.  Since  the  operation  of  the 
general  government,  an  equal  fyftem  of  impoft  has  been  introduced^ 
aid  trade  is  regulated  fo  aa  to  ferve  the  general  intereft  of  the  Union.' 
The  officers  of  the  cuftomg  are  appointed  by  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  revenue  arifing  from  trade  and  navigation  it 
applied  to  national  purpofes.  ^ 

That  fuch  an  altej-ation  was  wife  and  fahitary,  may  be  evident 
from  confidering.  the  ^tuaition  of  New-Hampfhire,  as  well  as  of 
fome  other  States  hi  the  Union. 

New-Hamplhire  is  feated  in  the  bofom  of  Maflachufetts,  with  ^, 
narrow  ftrip  of  fe^  cpaft,  and  one  only  port.  Her  inland  country 
extends  fo  widely  as  to  cpver  a  great  part  of  the  neighbouring  States, 
and  render'  a  commercial  connexion  with  thenr  abfolutely  neceflary. 
All  the  towns  which  are  fituate  on  the  fouthern,  and  many  of  thofe 
on  the  weftern  borders  of  Nevv-Hampftiire,  find  }t  more  convenient 
to  carry  their  produce  to  market^  ^ither  at  Newbury-port,  Salem, 
Bofton  or  Hartford.  The  town^  on  Saco  and  the  northern  parts  of 
Connedicut  river  will  neceflarily  compiunicate  with  the  ports,  in 
the  eaftem  divifion  of  Maflachufetts.  The  lumber  which  is  cut  on 
the  upper  part  of  the  Merrimack  is  rafted  down  that  river^  and  is 
exported  from  Newbury-port,  whilil  that  which  is  cut  pn  Conne6ti- 
cut  river  is  carried  down  to  Hartford.  'Jhe  greater  part  of  New- 
Hampfhire  is  by  nature  cut  off  from  any  commercial  intercourfe 
with  the  only  port  in  the  State,  ^umber  being  a  bulky  article, 
muft  be  tranfported  to  the  moft  convenient  landing.  Waggons,  or 
fleighs,  carrying  pot  or  pearl  aflies,  pork,  beef,  butter,  chcefe,  flax, 
and  other  lefs  bulky  commodities,  and  droves  of  cattle,  ftieep  and 
fwine,  will  always  be  conveyed  to  thofe  places  where  the  vender  can 
find  the  moft  advantageous  market,' 
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For  thcfc  rc^ons  it  never  was  in  the  power  of  the  government  df 
New-Hampfhire»  cither  before  or  fince  the  revolution,  to  reap  the 
proper  advantage,  or  even  afcertain  the  value  of  its  own  produ6lion8. 

To  attempt  a  particular  detail  of  the  number  and  value  of  ar- 
ticles of  cotpEO^prce  produced  in  New-Hainpihire,  and  exported  from 
the  various  ports  of  Maflachufetts  and  Connefticut,  is  iropraftica- 
ble.  To  confine  the  detaS  to  the  port  of  Pafcataqua  alone,  gives 
but  an  imperfc^  idea  of  the  produce  of  the  whole  State ;  bcfides, 
a  pi;ut  qf  wl^t;  is  epcpqrt/ed  thence  is  produced  in  the  adjoining 
c;ounty  of  York,  which  belongs  to  Maflachufetts.  Such  accounts, 
however,  as  have  been  obtained  from  the  cviftom-houfe,  and  from, 
t)ic  n^erchaats  of  Portfmouih,  arc  here  exhibited,  and  alio  the  cur- 
rent pjicesi  of  the  rooft  material  articles,  as  they  fbod  at  the  time, 
%^gether  with  tables  of  ithc  xaluc  ^f  ^old  and  filycTi  according  tm 
tj^c,  cujrcAcy  of  this.  State. 
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EXPORTS    FROM   THE  PORT  OF  PASCATAQyA, 

from  O^oher  i,  1789,  to  OHoher  i,  I79i. 


ARTICLES  EXPORTED 

to  Europe. 

W.Ind. 

N.Sco 

Africa. 

TotaL 

1000  feet  of  pine  boards  . 

6247 

11,622 

96 

69 

iB,034 

Do.  feet  of  oak  plank 

378 

26 

404 

Ditto  ftaves  and  heading  • 

i3»7 

1608 

44 

2969 

Do,  clapboards        .         , 

% 

^9 

21 

Do.  ft  ingles 

i>689 

2689 

Do.  hoops           ♦               , 

n\ 

.     7 

86| 

Feet  of  oar  rafters  .           ♦ 

47>ooo 

950 

47»9So, 

Tons  of  pine  timber 

88i 

86 

m\ 

Do.  oak  timber                 , 

»CI 

ao 

271 

Frames  of  houfes 

J 

12 

1 

•  t% 

Fine  mails          .               , 

41 

4 

4S 

Spruce  fpars        .            , 

n 

7i 

8s 

Shook  hogfteads 

3^079 

A079 

Waggons             .             . 

% 

ft 

Pairs  of  cart  wheels 

14 

14 

Sets  of  yokes  and  bows     • 

^ 

28 

Boats 

30 

^0 

Handfpikes            •           , 

80 

OG^ 

Qaintalsof  dry  fi(h 

250 

»6,ao7 

5»6>4S7 

Barrels  of  pickled  flfti 

501 

501 

Do.  whale  oil          .         4 

110 

120 

Do.  tar         .          .         . 

i6ia 
1798 

6a 

1673 

Calks  of  flax  feed 

1798 

Barrels  of  beef        . 

t  y 

»77S 

« 

*777 

Do.  pork 

9 

I 

io 

Do.  rice         .         .         4 

i 

% 

Bufliels  of  Indian  corn     . 

39^ 

iooo 

2391 

dxen  and  cows       •         . 

577 

33 

610 

Horfes            •         . 

207 

2 

209 

Sheep 

261 

229 

490 

Gallons  of  N.  Eng.  rum    . 

150 

i4W 

■IS 

Do.  Madeira  wine            . 

845 

Thoufands  of  bricks         • 

129 

* 

Tons  of  pot  aft:      .         4 

88| 

88| 

Do.  pearl  aft 

3^1 

Boxes  of  candles      .         4 

28 

88 

Tola!  value  of  exportation  1  .  /•  „       ,,,_  .i      ,„ 
for  two  yea^»  ]  *96»839  MUtr^  %x  ctntn 
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Imports  into  the  port  of  pascataqua^ 

OBoher  j,  1789,  XaOHohtr  i,  1791. 


ARTICLES  IMPORTED 

from 
Europe. 

W.  Indies. 

Nova  Scotia. 

Total. 

Gallons  of  rum        .        ;r 

138,911 

138,911 

Do.  gin 

22| 

22^ 

l>oi  molafTes 

270,785 

270,785 

Do.  wine  from  Madeira    . 

4721 

Dorf  porter 

457 

457 

lbs.  of  tinrefined  fugar 

546,648 

546,648 

Do.  loaf  fugar 

77 

77 

Do;  coffee      . 

68,633 

68,633, 

Do.  cotton?            • 

1 7*564 

17*564 

Do.  cocoa      •         i 

a7>944 

a7»944 

Do.  cheefe     .      '   . 

1056 

' 

10^6 

Do.  tea         .          . 

2696 

86 

2782 

Do.  twine 

2204 

2204 

Do.  nails        • 

16,890 

16,890 

Hundreds  of  cordage 

17,107 

17,107 

Do.  hemp 

94,000 

94,000' 

Buihels  of  fait 

(part) 

(part) 

98,336 

Do.  fea  coal 

313^ 

3^3^ 

lbs.  of  fleel  unwrought 

16,527 

16,527 

Do.  bar  and  fh^et  lead 

433"^ 

4336 

Grindftones 

(a  few  not 

\  ajcertaincd)  '                      ] 

N.  B.  •*  What  comes  coaft  v^ays  from  any  of  the  United  States 
cannot  be  afcertained,  a«  no  regular  entries  are  made  where  only  the 
produce  of  the  United  States  is  ort  board,  except  accompanied  with 
more  than  t\fo  hundred  dollars  value  of  foreign  articles.  The  valu© 
•f  imported  articles  is  generally  governed  by  the  Bofion  markel*" 
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ENTRIES  AND  CLEARANCES,   from  O^^iir  1,  1789,   to 
O^oher  I,  1 791. 


«? 

1 

0 

0 

ENTRIES  FROM 

1 

:0 

> 
0 

H 

11 

<  ^ 
73^ 

1^ 

(21 

fiauce 

I 

3 

4 

73^ 

French  Weft-Indies 

J2 

4a 

K^ 

«; 

72 

9402 

264 

9666 

St-  Peter's  and  Mi  quel  on    - 

5 

^ 

192 

34 

226 

England 

12 

^? 

a; 

4119 

^70 

4689 

Scotland 

4 

4 

464 

464 

Ireland 

I 

4 

^ 

8«;9 

8^9 

Bi  kifh  Weft-Indies 

6 

2 

J 

I 

10 

2005 

200c 

Nova  Scoiia 

I 

14 

i^ 

85j6 

8i;6 

Portugal       .          .          . 

I 

I 

29^ 

*93 

Poniiguefe  Iflands 

1 

I 

J 

^ 

341 

341 

Holland  &  Plantarlons    • 

I'? 

9 

1 

^^ 

2996 

2996 

Detifnark  &l  Illands 

1 

I 

2 

M*; 

155 

Alijc^i           i 

Coafting  5c  Cod  Fiiliery 

40: 

to 

so 

1 166 

n66 

Total 

34B7'S4 

18 

223' 

2071Q 

298 

3431 

24448 

CLEARANCES  TO 


France 

French  Weft-Indies 

St.  Peter's  &  Miquelon 

England 

Scotland 

Ireland  .         • 

Britifli  Weft-Indies 

Nova  Scotia 

Portugal 

Portuguefe  Iflands  . 

Holland  &  Plantations 

Denmark  &  Iflands 

Africa 

Coafting  &  Cod  Fifliery 

Total 


^o  10 


43  107  10;  22  277   26^60 


"3 

o 
136 

9 

42 

4 

4 

16 


i66i6 

.  428 

6725 

616 

666 


«33 

no 
1 166 


264 

34 


441 


3^24 
502 


^984077 


162 


162 


& 


16880 
462 

7166 
616 
666 

3134 

502 

162 
*33 

no 
1166 


31097 
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PRICES  CURRENT  AT  JASCATAQyA,  A.  0.179*. 


SPRUCE  and  PINE  YARDS,  hewn 

PINE  BOWSPRITS, 

PINE  MASTS,  hewn. 

in  8  fquare. 

hewn  in  8  fquare. 

Inches.                  Price. 

luihcs.                      Price. 

Inches,            Price. 

36       £''M 

^24            ;f-34 

38         £M 

35              ^'7 

23                27 

n            ^0 

34                0 
33                75 

22                23 

36            48 

M 

21                20 

35                44 

3»  ■             60 

2  ^  20             16 

34               4* 

31                47 

p-t 

19                12 

35                3* 

30               38 

18                  9-10 

3*                31 

29               30 

'1                 I 

31                ^7 

28               25 

16                  6 

30                21 

•  27               20 

Nj                  i-io 

29                16 

26                17 

14                  I-  8 

28                  9 

25                34 

13                   1-6 

iy          .            7 

24                12 

Pi    1 

12                   1-4 

15^6                  6 

23                10 
22                 9 
21                   8 

Pu 

II                   1-2 

25 

C/D 

10       ♦           I- 

^»a^  ^i//  d^/Mw 

9                   -i8 

at  ^ per  inch* 

20                  6 

^«//  <?//  helotv  20  ^/ 

dfper  inch. 

LUMBER. 

TiMBER. 

Oak  from  ij  to  50  feet  in  length 
and    from    10    to   20  inches 
fquare,  each  40  cubic  feet 
f  white        •         2of  to  24/" 
Oak-^  red  .  iV 

[black         •         16/ to  18/" 
Maple  .  .  flto/" 

Beech  .  .  16/ 

Black  birch  .         1 6/ to  18/ 

White  pine  .         12/ to- 13/ 

Oak  fliip  timber  meafurcd  1  if  per 
at  end  of  the  arm  J  inch. 

Alh  timber,  per  cord        .      24/" 
Lath  wood,  per  cord        .      24/ 

Boards,  Plank  and  Joist, 

Each  fupcrficial  fquare  foot,  one 

inch  in  thicknefi,  is  called  a 

foot 

Pine,  per  1000  feet       36/ to  42/ 

Hemlock  generally  2/  kfs^ 


N.  B.  The  price  of  thefe  articles 

is  frequently  varying. 
Oak  plank,  per  ton        •       £A 

Sundry  Lumber.' 

Clapboards,  per  thoufand  48/ 

Shingles,  ditto            .  10/ 

Hoops,  dl|to              •  ;f  .4 
White  oak  pipe  ftaves,  per 

rtioufand             .  £*y^ 

Ditto  hogfiiead,  ditto  jf .  4 

Ditto  barrel,  ditto  £*  « 

Red  oak  hogCliead,  ditto  £•  a 
Ditto  bartel,  ditto  £.i  10/ 
Anchor-ftocks  per  inch  at 

diameter  of  the  nut  1/ 

Handfpikes  ia  the  rough  1/ 

cu    1  I.U J    f  white  oak  6/ 

S^^^^^^'t  red  ditto  3/ 

Spruce  fpars,  per  inch  4^ 

Oa^  ratters,  per  xooo  feet  £*  4 

t  SWNDRY 
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PRICES  CURRENT.  CONTINUED, 


Sundry  Articles, 


r/u  r  Merch. 

f'*' If'  \  Jamaica 

Pork,  per  barrel 
Beef,  ditto 
Corn,  per  bufhel 
Rye,  ditto  . 

Barley,  ditto 
Flax  feed,  ditto 
Oxeu,  each 


13, to  14/ 

?/ 
3/^04/" 

;f4  10/ 


Cows  ♦  £'^^J 

Horfes  •  /^'^  to  30 

Sheep  .  tf  to  9/ 

Bricks,  per  thoufand  aoj 

Cyder,  per  barrel  •  5/" 

Scamen^s  wages,  per  month 

7  dollars 
Chartering  of  vcfTels  per  ton, 
per  month  1  dollar 


Table  of  the  Value  of  Silver  in  the  Currency  of  New-Hamp- 
flvire,  from  1700  to  1750. 


Silver  per  oz. 


years. 


value. 


Silver  per  oz. 


years.  vahie. 


Silver  per  ox. 


years. 


value. 


Silver  per  oz. 


years. 


value. 


1700 
1704 
1 70s 
1710 
1711 
IJIZ 

I7I3 
I7I4 

I7IS 

I71D 

I7I7 
I7I8 
1 719 

1720 
I72I ' 

1722 ' 

1723 

1724- 

1725. 

1726 

^7^7 


s.  d. 
10  o 

7 
10 

8 
8 
8 

9 

9 
o 
o 
I 

2 

2 
2 

3 
4 
4 
4 
S 
6 
6 
6 

S 
6 

6 


1728  - 
1729 

1730 ' 

1731 
173* 

1733^ 


1734 

1735. 
1736 


J.  //. 
16  6 

17 
19 
19 
20 
21 
j8 
19 

19 

20 

r2i 

li 

L27 
24 

25 
26 
27 

27 


{ 


>737- 
>738 


/ 
27 
26 
26 
127 
27 
28 


r29  o 
17391  ^9  6 

[29  o 

{28  6 
III 
29  o 
f  28  6 

28  o 

^y^<  II  o 

29  o 

30  o 
32  o 

32  o 

33  o 
1 34  o 

36  o 

37  o 

37  o 

38  o 

480 

L  go  o 


'743 


»744- 


I74S 


1747 


i74^< 


i749i 


J7SO 
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VALUE  OF  DOLLARS,  from  1750  to  1776. 


years. 

value. 

years. 

value. 

years.         value. 

s.d. 

s.  d. 

/.  d. 

1751 

^16 

1 

'  100  0 

120  0 

175a 

55  0 

1757^ 

to 

176^ 

to 

'753 

57  0 

1 

iio  0 

1762^ 

130  0 

■  I7S4 

60  0 

1758 

120  0 

1763 

& 

17SS, 

70  0 

1759 

120  0 

, 

L140  0 

80  0 

1760 

120  0 

1764      120   0 

J7S6| 

90  0 
100  0 

to    >     6  0 

1776J 

SCALE  OF  DEPRECIATION  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  DOLLARS 

during  the  War, 


years.       mon.       equal  to. 


years,      mon.       equal  to. 


years,      mon.       equal  to. 


^Jan. 
Feb. 
March 
April 
May 
Tune 
^777^  July 

Auguft 
}  Sept. 

oa. 

Nor. 
^  LDcc. 


rjnn. 

I  Feb. 
March 
April 

May 
J  J""e 

1  J"^y  „ 

1  Auguft 
Sept. 

Ort. 

Nov. 
Dec. 


1778 


100 

104 
106 
no 

114 

120 

12$ 
150 

175 
27  s 
300 
310 

3^5 
350 
375 
400 
400 
400 
425 

4JiQ 

500 

545 
634 


i779<! 


Jan.  742 

Feb.  868 

March  1000 

April  1 1 04 

May  12 1 5 

June  1342 

July  1477 

Auguft  1630 

Sept.  1 800 

06t.  2030 

Nov.  £308 

^Dec.  2393 

Tan.  2934 

Feb.  3322 

March  3736 

April  4000 

May  4800 

o    i  June  C700 


Aug. 
Sept. 

oa. 

Nov. 
LDec. 


6000 
6300 
6500 
6700 
7000 
7300 


1781 


^'Jan. 
Feb. 
March 
April 
May 

'^June 


12,1 


7500 
7500 
7500 
7500 
500 
000 


Value  to  the  pre- 
fent  time. 

del.  value. 


1 794  J 


6/- 


in  American  national 
currency,  one  dol- 
lar is  equal  to  100 

cents. 
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Table  of  the  Weight  and  Value  of  Gold  and  Silver  as  cftabli(he4 
by  Law  in  i785. 


COINS. 

Weight. 
dwt.gr. 

Value. 

£.  s.  d. 

, 

£.sJ. 
5  6  8 
068 

001 

Spanifh  Dollar 
Bnglifh  Guinea 
French  ditto  . 
Johannes        •     , 
Half  ditto      .     . 
Moidore        .     , 
Doubloon      •     . 
Piflolc      .     .     , 

rn 

18  0 

6  18 

16  12 

4    3 

068 

060 
c    8  0 

I     7  4 
4  16  0 
280 
I  16  0 
480 
126 

Gold,  per  ounce 
Silver,  per  ounce 

Cop- 1  things      1 

per.  '   ofEng-  j 

LlifhcoinJ 

Statement  of  the  Fishery  at  Pafcataqua  and  its  neighbourhood. 

Schooners            27 1 

Boats                   20    employed  in  the  Cod  and 
TonnagQ           630  f     Scale  Fifhery  annually,  t  - 
Seamen             250  J 

Produ6t  of  the  Fishery  in  the  year  1791.+ 

r  Merchantable  fifh              $,  1 70 

Quintals  mafle  <  Jamaica  4ittp          •         X4>^i7 

[^  Scale  ditto           •            6,463 

Total        ft  5)8  $0 

EfUmatc  of  Seamen  belonging  to  New-Hampfhire  in  i79i.§ 

In  forei^  trade              .             joo 
Coafliqg  ditto            .               50 
Fifliery           .             .            2jp 

^  The  fchooners,  boats,  and  (csunen,  belonging  to  the  liles  of  Sh^s  are  not  in* 
cbded  in  the  above  eftimation. 

f  The  fifh  made  at  the  IHes  of  Shoals  are  included  in  thi?  ftatemei^t.  The  fuccefs 
•f  the  fi/bery.  in  this  feafon  has  been  unconunonly  good. 

§  Some  of  the  feanaen  who  in  fummcr  are  employed  in  the  filhcry,  art  iq  the  winter 
troploycd  In  the  coafting  bufinef^,  or  in  foreign  voys^s. 

VoL.H.  Q^  '  The 
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The  fiaple  comipodities  of  New-Hampfhire  may  be  reduced  to 
the  following  articles,  viz*  (hips,  lumber,  proviiiQns,  fifh,  horfes,  pot 
and  pearl  aihes,  and  flax-feed« 

Ships  arc  built  in  all  the  to^HS  contiguous  to  the  river  Pafcataqug, 
and  its  branches.  They  are  generally  fet  up  pa  the  banks  of  the 
river,  but  fometimes  veflels  of  an  Hundred  tons  and  upward?  have 
been  built  at  the  diftance  of  one  or  t\yo  miles  fripm  the  water,  and 
drawn  on  ftrong  fledges  of  timber  on  the  fnow  ]>y  team§  of  two 
hundred  oxen,  and  placed  on  the  ice  pf  the  river?  fo  as  to  float  in  tlip 
fpring.  They  have  alfo  been  built  at  the  diftance  of  fevei^  or  eight 
miles,  then  taken  to  pieces  and  ponyeyed  in  conomon  team  load§  tp 
the  fea.  Fiihing  fchooners  and  whale  boats  are  often  t^uilt  ^t  th^ 
diftance  of  two  or  three  miles  from  the  water. 

There  are  po  workmen  more  cap^blp  ofconftrp6ting^ood  fliipj 
than  the  carpenters  of  New-Hampfliire.  But  the  goodnefs  of  a  ihip 
ever  did  and  will  depend  on  the  quality  pf  the  materials,  the  nature 
and  promptitude  of  the  pay,  and  the  conftant  attention  of  the  perfon 
whofe  intereft  it  is  that  the  ihip  flioujd  be  good. 

The  number  of  fhips  built  in  the  river  in  1 790,  was  eight ;  in 
1 791,  twenty.  The  price  of  building  is  generally  from  eleven  to 
'twelve  dollars  per  ton  for  the  caipenter?s  work,  and  Icfs  than  one 
third  more  for  iron  and  other  work. 

The  number  of  fliips  and  other  ycflels  belonging  to  the  port  of 
Pafcataqua  in  1791  was  ejghty-three,  of  thefe  there  were  of  aboye 
.  one  liundred  tons,  thirty-three,  and  under  one  hundred  tons,  fifty. 

/The  white  pine  of  the  foreft  is  the  flrongeft  and  moft  durable  tim- 
per  which  America  affords  for  mafts.  It  is  often  advanced  by  Euro- 
peans, that  the  pines  of  Norway  exceed  thofe  of  America  In  ftrength. 
This  is  acknowledged  to  be  true  whilft  the  Norway  wood  retains  its 
natural  juices;  but  thei^  being  fopn  exhaufted  by  the  heat  and  dry- 
nefs  of  the  air,  leave  the  vyood  lefs  firm,  and  a  decay  commences 
much  fooner  than  in  the  white  pine  of  America.  The  Norway  pine 
begins  to  decay  in  five  or  fix  years ;  but  the  American,  with  proper 
care  to  defend  the  maft-head  from  moifture,  will  laft  unimpaired  for 
twenty  years* 

When  proper  perfons  are  employed,  and  fufficient  time  is  given  to 
provide  fuitable  ipaterials,  the  forefts  of  America  can  fiipply  any  de- 
mands which  may  be  made  of  timber,  either  for  building,  for  naval 
Horts  or  cabinet  work.  But  a  cargo  prepared  in  an  injudicious, 
bafty,  or  fraudulent  manner,  may  give  a  bad  name  to  the  Ameri- 
can 
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eah  timber  in  foreign  markets^  and  prejudice  whole  nations  againft 
It. 

Contracts  for  tinibiSr  flioilld  alv^ays  be  made  fo  as  to  give  time  to 
look  for  the  requifite  fticks,  and  cut  them  ih  the  proper  feafon  of  the 
yean  If  the  trees  were  girdled  and  Jeft  to  die  (landing,  the  timber 
would  be  much  fuperidr  to  iny  which  is  cut  whilft  alive.  Trees  cut 
in  the  iap  fliould  be  ftripped  of  their  bark  as  foon  as  pollible,  or  they 
Will  be  damaged  by  the  worm  ;  but  after  all  the  care  and  attention 
which  can  be  beftoWcd  on  them,  many  trees  which  are  intended  for 
roafts,  on  the  ftri6l  examination  which  they  muft  pafs,  prove  unfit 
for  ferviccj  and  fometimes  the  labour  of  a  whole  feafon  is  loft. 

It  is  therefore  accounted  more  profitable  to  get  the  fmaller  fpecies 
of  lumber,  and  efpecially  thofe  which  do  riot  interfere  with  hufban- 
dry,  which,  after  all,  is  much  preferable  to  the  lumber  bufinefs,  both 
in  point  of  gain,  contentment,  and  morals. 

Nothing  is  more  convincing  than  fa6t  and  experiment.  During 
the  late  war  the  trade  in  lumber  Was  fiifpend'ed^  and  the  people  were 
obliged  to  attend  to  hufbandry  *  they  were  then  able  to  export  large 
quantities  of  corn,  though  for  feveral  years  before  the  war,  it  was 
imported  for  neceflary  confumption. 

The  following  ftatement,  obtained  from  the  naval-oflice,  will  place 
this  matter  in  its  juft  view. 


Corn  imported  into  the 
river  Pafcataqua. 

Com  exported  from  the 
river  Pafc^taqua. 

Bujheis, 

In  1765  - —    6498 

—  1769 4097 

—  1770 16587 

—  1772  —    4096 

4)31278 

Sujhels, 

In  1776  — — .  Ajio 

—  1777  1915 

—  1778 s^o6 

—  1779 3097 

—  1781  .  5587 

6)25126 
Average  per  ann.        4187I 

To  the  above  account  of  exports,  the  following  note  is  added  by  a 
naval  officer :  "  It  is  likely  near  half  as  much  has  been  fmuggled* 


*  The  fmiigglcd  corn  duritig  the  war  vjrcnt  chiefly  to  Nova-Scotia ,  the  country 
vhich,  by  Ix>rd  Sheffield's  calculation,  was  tbfapply  the  Weft  Indkt  withprovifioBs! 

Q^Z  out 
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out  of  the  State  and  not  accounted  for."  'It  muft  alfo  be  rcmcnl^ 
bcrcd,  that  great  quantities  were  carried  out  by  land  into  the  eaftem 
countries  of  Mailachufetts.  If  thefe  *be  added  to  the  lift  of  exports^ 
the  average  will  comte  very  little  fhort  of  the  average  of  corn  im- 
ported before  thenar;  and  thus  it  is  demonflrable  that  even  thof« 
towns  adjoining  the  river,  in  which  lumbering  ^*a$  formerly  the 
chief  employment,  and  into  which  much  corn  was  iniported,  are  fully 
capable  of  raifing,  not  only  a  fufficiency  of  provifions  for  their  own 
fupport,  but,  a  furplus.  for  exportation  equal  to  what  they  formerly 
imported,  and  paid  for  in  the  hard,  dangerous,  and  unprofitable  la- 
bour which  always  attends  the  getting  of  lumber. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  war  the  high  price  of  lumber  induced  many 
people  to  refume  their  old  employments ;  but  there  has  been  lb 
much  fluiftuation  in  the  demand  for  that  article  of  late,  that  no  de- 
pendence can  be  placed  on  it,  and  for  this  reafon  as  well  as  others, 
hufbandr}'  is  daily  growing  more  into  ufe.  A  careful  infpe<ftion  of 
provifions  falted  for  exportation  would  tend  to  cflablifh  the  character 
of  them  in  foreign  ports,  and  greatly  encourage  the.  labours  of  the 
hufbandman. 

The  cod  filhery  is  carried  on  either  by  boats  or  fchooners.  The 
boats,  in  the  winter  feafon,  go  out  in  the  morning  and  return  at 
night ;  in  the  fpring  and  fuhimer,  they  do  not  return  till  they  are 
filled.  The  fchooners  make  three  trips  to  the  Banks  in  a  feafon.  The 
firft,  or  fpring  fare,  produces  large  thick  fifh,  which,  after  being 
properly  falted  and  dried,  is  kept  alternately  above  and  under  ground, 
till  it  becomes  fo  mellow  as  to  be  denominated  dumb  fifli,  Thia 
fifh,  when  boiled,  is  red,  and  is  eaten,  generally  on  Saturdays,  at  the 
beft  tables  in  New-England. 

The  fifli  of  the  fiirbmer  and  fall  fares  is  divided  into  two  forts, 
the  one  called  merchantable,  and  the  other  Jamaica  fifti.  Thefe  forts 
are  whiles  thin,  and  lefs  firm.  The  Jamaica  fifh  is  the  fmalleft, 
thinneft,  and  moft  broken.  The  former  is  exported  id  Europe,  the 
latter  to  the  Weft  India  Iflands. 

The  places  where  the  cod  fifliery  is  chiefly  attended  to  are  the  iflea 
of  Shoals,  NevYcaftle,  Rye  and  Hampton  ;  but  all  the  towns  adjoin- 
ing the  river  are  more  or  lefs  concerned  in  it;  The  boats  employed 
in  this  fifliery  are  of  that  light  and  fwift  kind  called  whale-boats ; 
they  are  rowed  either  with  two  or  four  oars j,  and  fteered  with  another, 
and  being  equally  fliarp  at  each  endj  inove  with  the  utmoft  celerity 
•n  the  furface  of  the  ocean. 

Schoonera 
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Sthooncrs  arc  generally  from  twenty  to  fifty  tons,  and  carry  fix  or 
feven  men,  and  one  or  two  boys.  When  they  make  a  tolerable  fere, 
they  bring  home  five  or  fix  hundred  quintals  of  fOh,  fplit,  felted,  and 
flowed  in  bulk.  At  their  arrival  the  fi(h  is  rinfed  in  felt  watery 
and  fpread  on  hurdles  compofed  of  brufh,  and  raifed  on  fiakes  about 
three  or  four  feet  from  the  ground  j  thefe  are  called  flakes.  Her« 
the  fifti  is  dried  in  clear  weather,  and  in  foul  weather  it  is  put  under 
cover.  It  ought  never  to  be  wet  from  the  time  that  it  is  firft  fpread 
till  it  is  boiled  for  the  table. 

Befides  the  flefhy  parts  of  the  cod,  its  liver  is  preferved  in  caflcs 
and  boiled  down  to  oil,  which  is  ufed  hy  curriers  of  leather.  The 
tongues  and  founds  are  pickled  in  fi^iall  kegs,  and  make  a  luxurious, 
vifcid  food.  The  heads  are  fat  artd  juicy ;  but  mod  of  thofe  which 
are  caught  at  fea  are  thrown  aw^y ;  of  tliofe  which  are  caught  near 
home,  the  greater  part  become  the  food  of  fwine. 

The  fifheiy  has  not  of  late  years  been  profecuted  with  the  fame 
{pint,  as  formerly :  fifty  or  fixty  years  ago  the  (hores  of  the  rivers, 
creeks,  and  iflands  were  covered  with  fifii-flakes ;  and  feven  or  eight 
fhips  were  loaded  annually  for  Spain  and  Portugal,  befides  what  was 
carried  to  the  Weft  Indies ;  afterwards  they  found  it  more  convenient 
to  make  the  fifh  at  Canfeau,  which  is  nearer  to  the  Banks ;  it  was 
continued  there  to  great  advantage  till  1 744,  when  it  was  broken  up 
hy  the  French  war.  After  the  peace  it  revived,  but  not  in  fo  grpat 
a  degree  as  before.  Fiih  was  frequently  cured  in  the  fummer  on 
the  eaftem  fliores  and  iflands,  and  in  the  fpring  and  fall  at  home« 
Previoufly  to  the  late  revolution,  the  greater  part  of  remittances  to 
Europe  was  made  by  the  fiflieries  ;  but  it  has  not  yet  recovered  from 
the  fliock  which  it  received  by  the  war  with  Britain. 

It  is,  however,  in  the  power  of  the  Americans  to  make  more  ad- 
vantage of  the  cod  fifliery  than  any  of  the  European  nations:  they 
can  fit  out  veflels  at  lefs  expence,  and  by  reafon  of  the  wefterly  winds, 
which  prevail  on  their  coafts  in  February  and  March,  thej'-  can  go 
to  the  Banks  earlier  in  the  feafon  than  the  Europeans,  and  take  the 
beft  fifli ;  they  can  dry  it  in  a  clearer  air  than  the  foggy  fliores  of 
Newfoundland  and  Nova-Scotia;  they  can  fupply  every  neceflary 
from  among  themfelves,  vcflTels,  fpars,  fails,  cordage,  anchors,  lines, 
hooks,  and  provifions ;  fait  can  be  imported  from  abroad  cheaper  than, 
they  can  make  it  at  home,  if  it  be  not  too  much  loaded  with  duties ; 
men  can  always  be  had  to^  go  Qn  fliares,  which  is  by  far  the  moft 
profitable  method  both  to  the  employers  and  the  fifliermen.    The 
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llfbing  banks  are  an  inexhauftibic  fource  of  utalth  j  and  the  fifliing 
fmfincfs  is  a  mod  excellent  nurfery  for  fcamcn  ;  it  therefore  deferves 
feVery  encouragement  and  indulgence  from  an  enlightened  national 
legiflature. 

The  manufe<^ure  of  pot  and  pearl  a^es  affords  a  Valuable  article 
bf  exportation.  In  the  new  toTvnfhips,  where  vaft  quantities  of 
wood  are  burnt  on  the  land,  the.afhes  are  colle6led  and  boiled,  and 
the  falts  are  conveyed  to  certain  places,  where  works  are  created,  and 
the  manufacture  is  perfe£ted;  This,  like  many  other  of  their  articles 
of  exportation,  has  fuifered  mtich  in  its  reputatioUj  from  an  injudi-^ 
cious  or  fraudulent  furvcy.  It  is  a  lefTon  which  otight  to  be  deeply 
engraven  on  the  minds  of  legiflators  as  well  as  manufadurers  and 
merchants,  that  honefty  at  home  is-  the  only  foundation  for  credit 
abroad. 

An  attempt  has  beert  made  to  manufacture  fait*cloth  5  and  the 
proprietor  of  the  works,  Thomas  Odiorne,  Efq.  of  Exeter,  has  re* 
ceived  lomfe  fmall  encouragement  from  the  legiflature  of  the  State. 
Such  a  bounty  as  is  allowed  in  Maflachnfetts  would  give  a  fpring  to 
this  bufinefs,  and  encourage  the  ere6tion  of  other  works  of  the  fame 
.kind* 

The.manufadure  of  iron,  both  in  forges  and  furnaces,  might  be 
rendered  vaftly  more  profitable  than  it  is  at  prefent.  Tkis  neeef* 
fafy  metal,  inftead  of  being  imported,  might  become  an  article  of  ex* 
portation. 

Flax  feed  is  produced  in  large  quantities ;  fome  of  it  is  mannfac* 
tured  into  oil,  and  fome  is  exported* 

The  manufacture  of  leather  and  (hoes  is  not  fo  extenfive  as  to 
produce  articles  of  exportation,  but  may  be  confide  red  among  the 
domeflic  manufactures. 

In  molt  of  the  country  towns  Confiderable  quantities  of  tow-cloth 
are  made,  fome  of  which  is  exported  to  the  fouthern  States  to  clothe 
the  negroes  who  labour  on  the  plantations. 

The  manufacture  of  bricks  and  potter*s  ware  may  be  extended  to 
any  degree,  feveral  fpecies  of  clay  being  found  in  great  abundance 
in  the  towns  at  the  heads  of  the  feveral  branches  of  the  river  Paf* 
cataqua,  in  places  which  lie  very  convenient  for  water  carriage* 
Bricks  might  be  carried  a^  ballaft  in  every  veilfcl  which  goes  to  the 
ports  where  they  are  faleable.  In  this  article,  however,  as  well  a$ 
many  others,  a  regulation  is  needed ;  moft  of  the  bricks  which  arc 
made  are  deficient  in  iTize,  and  much  of  the  clay  which  is  ufed  ia 

making 
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^Baking  tbcm  is  not  fufficiently  xDellowed  bj  the  froft  of  winter,  or  by 
the  labour  of  the  artificer, 

BANK. 

By  a6t  of  aflembly  pf  January,  1 792,  a  bank,  by  the  name  of 
**  The  Bank  of  New-Hamp(hire,"  was  cfta!)U(hed,  to  continue  fiftj 
years,  under  the  management  of  a  prefident  and  feven  direftors.— 
The  capital  ftock  is  fixty  thoufand  dollars ;  and  the  ftockholdert 
have  Uberty  to  increafc  it  to  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars  in  fpecie^ 
and  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  in  any  other  itate.  This  inilitu« 
tion  will  prove  a  great  aid  to  the  cgmnjerce  and  manufadures  of  thif 
§taie. 

EDUCATION  AND  LITERATURE. 

The  old  laws  of  New-Hampfliire  required  every  town  of  one 
hundred  families  Jo  keep  a  grammar  fchool ;  by  which  was  meant 
a  fchool  in  which  the  learned  language?  flionld  be  taught,  and  youth 
Oiight  be  prepared  for  admiflion  to  a  univerfity.  The  fame  pi*c- 
ccptor  was  cbWged  to  teach  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  unleii 
the  town  was  of  fjifficient  ability  to  keep  two  or  more  fchools,-one  of 
which  was  called  a  grammar  fchool  by  way  of  diilin^tion. 

Several  inflance^  occur  in  the  public  records,  as  far  back  as  the  year 
17*2,  juft  at  the  beginning  of  an  Indian  war,  that  the  frontier  towns 
petitioned  the  afTembly  for  a  fpecial  a6t  to  exempt  them  from  tho 
o})ligation  to  maintain  ai  grammar  fchool  during  the  war.  The  in- 
dulgence was  granted  them,  but  only  on  this  condition,  "  that  they 
fliould  keep  a  fchool  for  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic ;"  to  which 
all  towns  of  fifty  families  were  obliged.  In  later  times  the  conduft 
of  the  fame  towns  has  been  very  different.  During  the  late  war  with 
Britain,  not  only  thofe,  but  many  other  towns,  large  and  opulent 
and  far  removed  from  any  danger  by  the  enemy,  wer.e>  for  a  gi*cat 
part  of  the  time  deflitute  of  any  public  fchools,  not  only  without 
applying  to  the  legiflature  for  permiffion,  but  contrary  to  the  exprels 
requirements  of  law,  and  notwithflanding  courts  of  juftice  were  fre- 
quently holden,  and  grand  jurors  fblemnly  fworn  and  charged  to 
prefent  all  breaches  of  law,  and  the  want  of  fchools  in  particular. 
*rhis  negligence  was  one  among  many  evidences  of  a  mofl  unhappy 
proftration  of  morals  during  that  period ;  it  afforded  a  melancholy 
profpeft  to  the  friends  of  fciencc  and  of  virtue,  and  excited  fome 
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-generous  andphilaathropic pcrfons  to  dcvifc  other  methods  of  cdut 
cation. 

Among  thefe  John  Phillips,  Efq.  of  Exeter,  was  the  firft  to  diftin^ 
guifh  himfelf,  by  founding  and  endowing  a  fcminary  of  learning  in 
that  town ;  which,  in  the  year  1781,  was  by  an  a6t  of  aflerobly  in- 
corporated by  the  name  of  "  Phillips's  Exeter  Academy."  It  is 
placed  under  the  infpe6tion  of  a  board  of  truftees,  and  is  governed  by 
a  preceptor  and  an  aflMant.  Ib  this  academy  are  taught  the  learned 
languages,  the  principles  of  geography,  aftronomy,  mathematics, 
and  logic,  befides  writing,  mufic,  compoHtion,  oratory,  and  virtue. 
The  fund  belonging  to  this  inftitution  is  valued  at  nearly  ten  thou- 
farid  founds.  About  one  fifth  part  of  this  fund,  lying  in  lands,  is 
at  prefent  iinp.rodu6Myc,  but  the  ai^ual  income  amdunts  to  four  hun« 
dred  and  eighty  pounds  per  annum. 

Since  the  eftablifliment  of  this  academy  fcveral  others  have  been 
erected;  one  of  which  is  at  New-Ipfwich;  it  was  incorporated  ia 
1 789 ;  its  fimd  is  about  one  thoufand  pounds ;  the  number  of  ftu« 
dents  is  generally  between  forty  and  fifty ;  the  price  of  tuition  is  one 
ftiilUng  per  week,  and  of  boarding  five  (hillings. 

There  is  another  academy  at  Atkinfon,  founded  by  Nathaniel  Pea- 
body,  Efq.  and  incorporated  by  the  general  court  in  the  year  1790. 
The  preceptor  has  been  chiefly  fupported  by  Mr.  Peabody ;  and  he 
has  endowed  the  academy  with  a  donation  of  one  thoufand  acres  of 
land. 

Similar  inftitutions  have  been  begun  at  Amherft,  at  Ch^leftown, 
and  at  Concord ;  which  though  at  prefent  in  a  ftate  of  infancy,  yet 
afford  a  pleafing  profped  of  the  increafe  of  iiteratui-e  in  various  parts 
of  the  State. 

A  law  has  been  lately  made,  which  enforces  the  maintenance  of 
fchools  by  a  peculiar  fanftion ;  the  fele£t  men  of  the  feveral  towns 
are  liable  to  have  the  fame  fum  diftrained  out  of  their  eftates,  which 
would  be  futiicient  to  fupport  a  fchool  during  the  whole  time  in  which 
they  negleft  to  make  that  provifion.  This  law  is  fo  recent  that  no 
judgment  can  as  yet  be  formed  of  its  operation.  It  fhews,  however, 
that  the  legiflature  are  attentive  to  this  moft  important  bfanch  of 
their  duty,  the  education  of  the  rifing  generation. 

As  a  farther  evidence  of  the  progrefs  of  fcience,  fpcial  libra- 
ries are  eftablifhed  in  feveral  towns  in  this  State ;  and  in  the  year 
X  791  a  medical  fociety  \yas  incorporated  by  an  aA  of  Affcmbly.  The 
I  prefident 
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|>r^fidtiit  of  ^e  State  b6\hg  a  gentleman  of  tbe  faculty^  is  at  the  head 
ofthlsfociety.  .,      ,  . 

By  sri  article  in  the  cofaff itution.,df  the  Stated  it  li  declared  to  be 
«<^biduty  of  legillators  and  noagiflratesto  cherifh  the  ihtereft  of 
literature  and  the  fciences,  and  ail  fertiinaries  and  puWic  fchools; 
U  encourage  private  and  public  bftitutioni,  rew^rdi,  and  immuni- 
Cies  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture;  arts^  fciences,  commercey 
trades,  manufii6ture§,^  and  thfe  natUral  hiftory  of  the  country ;  to 
cbUhtenance  and  inculcate  the  priiiciples  of  humanity  ai^  general 
benevolence,  public  and  private  charity,  induftry  and;  economy, 
h6nefty  and  pUnduality,  fincerity,  fobricty,  and  all  fociai  affeaions 
and  generous  fentiments  among  the  people.'*  As  far  as  public  rulers 
conform  to  this  article,  they  promote,  in  the  raoft  cffeftual  manner, 
the  true  intereft  and  profperity  of  their  country.  T    .  , 

The  eftabliOihient  of  Dartmouth  Cdlege  in  the  ^t&tr/a  border 
of  the  State,  has  proved  a  great  benefit  to  the  new  (cttlements,  and 
to  the  neighbouring  State  of  Vermon^  During  the  late  war,  like  all 
other  feminaries  of  literaturcj  it  lay  iiifier  difcouragenient  j  but  iince 
Uiepeace  it  is  in  a  more  flouriflung  fituatioit 

Its  landtd  intereft  amounts  to 'about  eighty  thbufahd  acres^  of  . 
Whieh  twelve  hundred  lie  contiguous,  and  are  capable  df  the  befl: 
improvement.  Twelve  thoufand  acres  are  fituate  in  Vermont;  A  * 
trad  of  eight  miles  fquare  beyond  the  northern  line  Of  Stuart  town 
was  granted  by  the  Aflembly  of  New-Hampfhire  in  1789,  and  in  the 
aft  b)r  Which  this  gradt  was  made^  *'  the  prefidtnt  and  council  of 
the  State  for  the  time  being- are  incorporated  with  the  truftees  of  the 
fcoUege,  fo  far  as  to  ad  with  them  in  regard  to  the  expenditures 
and  applicatioii  of  this  grants  arid  of  all  others  which  have  beeii  or 
hiay  be  hereafter  made  by  New-Hampfliire.*^ 

The  revehuc  of  the  tollege  arifing  from  the  lands,  amotliiti  to  ode 
hundred  and  forty  pounds  per  anuuni*  By  coptraft?  already  made  it 
will  amount  in  four  yea'rV  to-four  hundred  and  fifty  j  and  in  twelvfc 
Jrears  to  fit  hundred  and  fifty  poundsi  The  income  arifing  from 
luition  mpney  h  about  fix  hundred  pounds  per  annum  more; 

The  firft  building  eredted  for  the  accommodation  Of  the  ftudenta 
was  a  few  years  fince  burned.  A  lottery  was  grantied  by  the 
State  for  raifing  the  fum  of  fevcn  hundred  pounds,  which  has  been 
Applied  to  the  erection  of  a  new  buildings  itiuch  more  convenient  . 
th^  the  former ;  it  was  conferufted  of  wood,  and  ftands  in  an  eleya- 
teji  fituation^  about  half  a  nqiile  eaftward  of  Connedicut  river  in  the 
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towidbip  of  Haqover,  cofnmaiiding  an  exteofive  and  pleaiant  proi^ 
pcd  to  the  weft.  It  b  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long,  fifty  fett 
wid^9  add  thirty-fix  feet  high,  and  contains  thirty-fix  chambers  for 
itudent9.  The  number  of  ftadents  who  were  graduated  m  the  fiift 
nineteen  years,  amounts  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-two,  amongwhoia. 
Were  tinro  Indians.  In  the  year  17909  the  number  of  iiadei:graduate» 
w^  about  one  hundred  stnd  fifty. 

The  ftudents  are  divided  into  four  clafi!es.  The  frefii  men  ftudy 
the  learne^  languages,  the  rtilet  of  fpeaking  -and  writing,  and  the 
elements  of  mathematics. 

The  ibphomores  attend  to  the  languages,  geography,  .logic  and 
mathematics. 

The  junior  fophifters,  befide  the  languages,  enter  on  natural  and 
moral  phflfcfophy  and  compofition^ 

The  fenior  dais  compofo  in  Engliih  and  Latin ;  itiidy  metaphy-^ 
fics,  the  elements  oi  natural  and  political  law. 

The  principal  books  ufed  b^  the  ftudents  are  Lowth's  Englifli 
Grammar,  Perry's  Didionary,  Pike's  Arithmetic,  Guthrie's  Gcogtz* 
phy,  Ward's  Mathematics,  Atkinfon's  Epitome,  Hammond's  Algebra, 
Martin's  and  Enfield's  Natural  Philoibphy,  Ferguibn's  Aibonomy, 
Locke's  Efiay,  Mqntefquieu's  Spirit  of  Laws,  and  Buriemaqui's  Nan 
rural  and  Political  Law. 

Befides  thefe  ftudies,  ledlures  are  read  to  the  fdiolars  m  theolog]p 
and  ecclefiaftical  hiftory< 

There  is  an  examination  of  each  clafs  once  in  the  year,  and  thofe 
who  are  not  found  qualified  for  their  ftanding  are  put  into  a  lower 
clafs. 

The  annual  commencement  is  held  on  the  fourth  Wedoefday  in 
Auguft.  There  are  two  vacations,  one  following  c^nunenceme^t 
and  continuing  ^%  weeks  and  two  days ;  the  other  beginnmg  on  the 
fourtii  Monday  in  Fcbi^iary,  and  continuing  five  weeks  and  five 
days. 

CONSTITUTION. 

The  conftitution  of  the  State  which  was  adopted  in  1784,  istakeo^ 
almoft  verbatim,  from  that  of  Maflachufetts.  The  principal  dif- 
ferences, except  fuch  as  arife  from  local  circumftances,  are  the  fol- " 
lowing :  the  ftiles  of  the  conftitutioiis,  and  of  the  fupreme  magif- 
trates  in  each  State,  are  different.  In  one  it  is  **  Goveritgr  oiF  the 
Commonwealth  of  MafTachufetts,"  in  the  other,  ♦*Prefident  of^e 
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State  of  New-Hampfliire.'*    In  each  State,  the  fiiprcroc  niagiftrat« 
has  the  title  of  "  His  Excellency." 

The  Prcfident  of  New-HampOiire,  like  the  Governor  of  Mafc 
fachufetts,  has  not  the  power  of  negativing  gU  bills  and  refolves  of 
the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  and  of  preventing  their 
paffing  into  laws,  nnlefs  apprdvfed  of  by  two-thirds  iSf  the  memben 
prefent.  In  New-Hampfliire  "  the  Prefident  of  State  prefides  in  th« 
fcnate,"  in  Maflachufetts  the  fenate  choofe  their  own  Prcfident. 

There  are  no  other  differences  worth  mentioning,  e^cipt  it  be  in 
the  mode  of  appointing  militia  oiHcers,  in  which  New-Hampfiiire  has 
greatly  the  advantage  of  iClaflachufe tts .  ^ 

To  preferve  an  adherence  to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution,  and 
to  make  fuch  alterations  as  experience  qaight  point  out,  and  render 
ueceflary,  provifion  was  njade,  that  at  the  end  of  fevcn  years  a  con* 
vention  flipuld  be  caiJed  to  revife  the  form  of  government,  agreeabJy 
to  which,  in  1 79 1,  a  convention  was  called,  who  fettled  the  confti» 
mtion  o^  the  feme  geaeralplan ;  for  wlucji,-^  Maffacbufettu 
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SITUATION,  EXTENT,  ARID  BOUNDARIES. 

IVl  AssACHUSETTs,  which  may  be  confidered  as  the  parent  StatQ 
of  New-England,  is  fituated  between  41^  30'  and  43**  north  latitude, 
and  I*' 30'  and  5®  40' longitude,  eaft  of  Philadelphia :  its  length  is 
about  ohc  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles,  and  its  breadth  about  fifty; 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  States  of  Vermont  and  New* 
Bampihire,  on  the  eaft  by  the  Atlantid  ocean,  on  the  fouth  by  the 
Atlamic,  Rhode  Ifland,  and  Conneifticut,  and  on  the  ^eft  by  New- 
York  ;  its  air  and  climate  the  fame  as  already  defcribed  in  the  genc^ 
ral  account  of  Ne\y-England,* 

FACE  PF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA-CO^St,  &q. 

This  State,  like  the  other  States  of  New-England,  is  high  an<^ 
hilly:  Wackhurft  mountain,  in  Prince-Town,  is  at  its  top  twq 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-nine  feet  frona  the  Jevel  of  the  fea, 
and  the  town  itfelf  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty* two  feet* 
The  whole  ftatc  is  well  watered  with  numerous  rivers  an4  fprings  5 
maijy  of  the  former  are  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  inhabitants, 
by  the  ready  and  eafy  carriage  they  afford  for  their  different  articles 
of  produce. 

Houfatonick  river  rifes  from  feveral  fourccs  in  the  weftcrii  parts  of 
this  State,  and  flows  foutherly  through  Connedicut  into  Long  Ifland 
found.  i)/eerfield  river  falls  into  Connc6ticut  river,  from  the  welt»^ 
between  Deerfield  and  Greenfield.  A  mod  excellent  and  beautiful 
trad  of  me;adow  lies  on  its  banks.  Weftfield  river  empties  into  the 
Connecticut  at  Weft-Springfield.  Connecticut  river  pafles  through 
this  State,  and  interfc6ts  the  county  of  Hampfliire:  in  its  courfe  1% 
runs  over  t^le  falls  above  Deerfield,  and  between  Northamptoa  and 
Springfield.    A  company,  by  the  name  of  "  The  Proprietors  of  the 

^  See  pages  1  and  3. 
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Ixtclcs  and  Canals  on  Connefticut  river,"  was  incorporated  by  tlic 
general  court  in  1792,  for  the  purpofe  of  rendering  Conne6^icut 
river  paflable  for  boats  and  other  things,  f^om  Chicapee  river  north- 
ward to  New-Hampfliire.  Miller's  and  Chicapee  rivers  fell  into 
-Conni^a^cut  pn  the  ca^  fide  5  the  fonner  at  Northfield,  the  latter  at 
Springfield. 

In  the  eaftern  part  of  the  State  is  the  Mcrriroack,  which  we  have 
already  in  part  defcribed.  It  is  navigable'  for  vclTels  of  burden  about 
twenty  miles  from  its  mouth,  where  it  is  obftrufted  by  the  firfl  falls, 
or  rapids,  called  Mitchell's  Eddv,  between  Bradford  and  HaverhilU 
Vaft  quantities  of  ihip  timber,  ranging*  timber^  plank,  deals,  clap^ 
boards,  fhingles,  ftaves,  and  other  lumber,  are  brought  dowq  in 
pfts,  fo  conftru,fted  as  Vf>  pafs  all  the  falls  in  the  river  except  thoiSr 
of  Amuikaeg  and  Pantucket.  In  the  fpring  and  fummer  confidera*' 
ble  quantities  of  falmon,  Ihad,  and  alewives  arc  caught,  which  are 
either  ufed  as  bait  in  the  cod  fifliery,  or  pickled  and  ihipped  to  the 
Weft  Indies.  ^  There  are  twelve  ferries  acrofs  this  river  in  the  toimty 
pf  Effex.  The  bar  acrofs  the  mouth  of  this  riyer  is  a  very  great 
incumbrance  to  the  navigation,  and  is  efpecially  terrible  to  flrangers. 
There  arefixteen  feet  water  upon  it  at  common  tides.  In  1787  the 
general  court  granted  a  fum  of  money  for  the  ereftion  of  two  fuffi- 
cient  light>houfes, ,  and  made  the  maintenance  of  then!  a  public 
charge.  The  houfes  are  of  wood,  and  contrived  to  be  removed  at 
pleafure,  fo  as  to  be  always  conformed  to  the  (hifting  of  the  bar ; 
and  thus  the  fingle  rule  of  bringing  them  in  a  line  will  be  the  only 
necefl^ry  dire£lion  for  vefTels  approaching  the  harbour,  and  by  this 
direftion  they  may  fail  with  fafety  until  they  are  abreaft  of  the  lights, 
yrhere  is  a  bold  (liore  and  good  anchoring  ground.  The  bridges  over 
this  river  will  be  mentioned  under  that  head. 

Kafhua,  Concord,  and  Shawfheen  rivers  rife  in  this  State,  and  run 
a  north-eafterly  courfe  into  the  Merrimack.  Parker's  river  takes  its 
rife  in  Rowley,  and  ifter  a  courfe  of  a  few  miles,  paflcs  into  the 
found  which  feparates  Plum  Ifland  from  the  main  land.  It  is  ilavi. 
gable  about  two  miles  from  its  mouth.  Ipfwich  and  Cbebacco 
rivers  pafs  through  the  town  of  Ipfwich  into  Ipfwich  bay.  Miftick 
^  river  fells  into  Bofton  harbour,  eaft  of  the  peninfula  of  Charleftown : 
it  is  navigable  three  miles  to  Medford. 

Charles  river  is  a  confiderable  ftream,  the  principal  branch  of 
which  rifes  .from  a  pond  bordering  on  Hopkinton  :  it  paiTes  through 
jlolliftoh  and  Bellingbam,   and  divides  Medway  from  Medfield, 

Wrentham, 

♦  See  p;^  9* 


JZ6  dENERAL  DESCRIPTION 


/ 


Wrmtfiam  and  Franklio,  and  theiice  into  Dedham,  where,  by  a 
.  cBrioos  bend,  it  forms  a  peninfula*  of  nine  faun^lred  acres  of  land  ; 
and  what  is  very  iingular,  a  {(ream  called  Mother  Brook,  runs  out  of 
dm  rirer,  in  this  town,  and  falls  into  Neponfet  river^  which  angers 
.  to  a  canal  uniting  the  two  rivers,  and  a£brds  a  number  of  excellent 
mill  feats.  From  Dedham  the  courfe  of  the  river  is  northerly  through 
Newton,  paffing  over  romantic  fells — it  then  b^nds  tothe  north-eafi 
and  eaft,  through  Watertown  and  Cambridge,  and  pafles  into  BoftoQ 
hstrbomy  between  Charleftown  and  Boflon  :  it  h  navigable  for  boats 
to  Watertown  feven  miles. 

Neponfet  river  originates  chiefly  from  Muddy  and  Fnnkapog 
J^onds  in  Stoughton,  and  Maftiapog  Pond  in  Sharon,  and  after  pafling 
over  falls  fufficient  to  carry  mills,  unites  with  other  fraall  ibreams, 
and  forms  a  very  conftant  fupply  of  water  for  the  many  mills  fituated 
on  the'  river  below,  until  it  meets  the  tidf  in  Milton,  from  whence  it 
h  oavtgable  for  veffels  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen  to  the 
bay,^iftant  about  four  hiiles.  Neponfet  river,  from  Milton  to  the 
Bay,  forms  a  regular  and  beautiful  ferpenthie,  mterfperfed  with  hil* 
locks  of  wood  fo  regularly  placed,  that  from  Milton  Hill  it  affords 
one  of  the  fineil  profpedts  in  the  world.  Faffing  Fore  and  Back  rivers 
in  Weymouth,  you  come  to  North  river,  which  rifes  in  Indian-Head 
pond,  in  Pembroke,  and  running  in  a  ferpentine  courfe  between  Sci- 
Ituate  and  Mard^eld,  paiTe^  to  the  fea.  This  river  for  its  fize  is 
remarkable  for  its  great  depth  of  water,  it  being  in  fome  places  not 
more  than  forty  or  ^fty  feet  wide,  and  yet  veffels  of  three  hundred 
tons  are  built  at  Pembroke,  eighteen  miles,  as  the  river  runs,  froni 
its  nfK)Uth*  This  river  is  navigable  for  bo;^s  to  the  firfl  fell,  fivp 
miles  from  its  foyrce  in  Indian-Head  pond  i  thence  to  the  neareft 
waters  which  run  into  Taiinton  river  is  only  three  miles.  A  canal 
to  conned  the  waters  of  thefe  two  rivers,  which  communicate  with 
Itfarraganfet  and  MaiTachufetts  bays,  would  be  of  great  utility,  as  it 
would  fave  a  lopg  and  dangerous  navigation  round  Cape  Cod« 

Tauntop  river  is  made  up  of  feveraj  (Ireams  which  unite  in  or 
pear  fhe  town  of  Bridg'.vat^.  Its  courfe  is  froip  N.  E,  to  S,  W»  till 
itfeUsintg  Narraganfet  bay  at  Tiverton^  oppofite  the  i^orth  end  of 
Bhode  Wand.  Ii  receives  ^  confiderable  tributary  ftrearo  at  faunto^ 
from  the  north-wefl.  The  head  waters  of  Pantucket  and  Providence 
-jivcrs  ia  Rhode  Ifland,  and  of  Quinnabaug  and  Sbetucket  rivers  in 
Connefticut,  and  feveral  other  inferior  llreams,  which  run  in  ya^ 
fiou^  diipefitions  and  anfwer  various  pyrpofes^  are  Iq  this  ^tal^^ 

The 
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The  only  capes  of  note  on  t)ie  coaft  of  this  State,  arc  Cape  Aim 
on  the  north  fide  of  MaflaChufetts^  baj,  and  Cape  Cod  on  the  foudl.  ' 
Cape  Cofl,  fo  called  from  the  quantify  of  cod  fifli  which  arc 
found  on  its  coaft,  is  the  fouth-eaftcrly  part  of  the  conimonwcalth 
of  MafTachufelts ;  in  fhape  it  rcfembles  a  man's  arm  when  bendetf 
with  the  hand  turned  inward  towards  the  body.  The  Cape  com- 
prehends the  county  of  Barnftablc^  and  is  between  fcventy  and  eighty 
jniks  in  length. 

Province-town  is  tht  hook  of  the  Cape,  and  is  generally  narrow, 
the  wideft  place  not  being  more  than  three  miles  in  extent.  The 
harbour,*  which  is  one  of  the  beft  in  the  State,  opens  to  the  fouthward, 
and  has  depth  of  water  for  any  fhips.  This  place  has  often  been 
in  a  ftate  of  rapid  improvement,  and  as  often  gone  to  decay ;  it  is 
now  rifing.  It  contains  about  ninety- families,  whofe  whole  depen- 
dence is  upon  the  fea  for  their  fuppoit :  they  employ  about  twenty 
failof  veffels,  great  and  fmall,  in  the  cod  fifhery  :  they  have  been  re- 
markably fuccefsful  of  late.  Ten  of  their  veiTels  emplo}'ed  in  1790 
upon  the  grand  Bank,  took  eleven  thoufand  quintals  of  cod  fifh*  * 
Tliey  have  fcarce  loft  a  vefTel  or  a  man  in  the  bufinefs  fince  the  «rar. 

The  houfes  fland  upon  the  inner  fide  of  the  hook  of  the  Cape^ 
fronting  fbuth-eaft,  and  looking  into  the  harbour :  they  aiie  fmall, 
one  ftory  high,  and  fet  up  on  blocks  or  piles,  that  the  driving  fands 
may  pafs  under  them,  otherwife  they  would  be  buried  in  fand.  The 
houfes  ftand  in  one  range  upon  the  beach  ;  the  flakes  on  which  they^ 
dry  their  fifh  are  round  them  5  th^vcfTels  run  in  upon  the  ihore, 
which  is  a  foft  fand,  throw  their  fifh  over,  where  they  are  wafhed 
from  the  fait,  and  carried  up  to  the  flakes  on  hand-barrows. 

They  raife  nothing  from  their  lands,  but  are  wholly  dependent 
upon  Boflon  market  and  other  places  for  every  kind  of  vegetable  piXK 
dui^iton, 

There  are  but  two  horfes  and  two  yoke  of  oxen  kept  in  the  town  r 
they  have  about  fifty  cows,  which  feed  in  the  fpring  upon  beach 
gfafs,  which  grows  here  and  there  upon  the  fliore ;  and  in  fummcr 
they  feed  in  the  funken  ponds  and  marfliy  places,  that  are  found  be« 
tween  the  fand  hills.  Here  the  cows  are  feen  wading,  and  even 
fwimming,  plunging  their  heads  into  the  water  up  to  their  horns, 
picking  a  fcanty  fubfiflence  from  the  roots  and  herbs  produced 
in  the  water.  They  are  fed  in  the  winter  on  fedgc  cut  upon  the 
flats. 
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Exjcept  a  border  of  loofe  land^  which  run^  round  the  whole  ptjle^ 
k  is  very  broken  and  hilly.  Thefe  hills  are  white  fand,  and  their 
produce  i&  whortleberry  bufhes,  and  fmall  pitch  pine  (hnib«»  The 
pines  next  the  village  have  beeil  much  cut  off  for  fire-w6od.  Cut« 
ting  away  the  wood  expofes  the  hills  to  be  torn  away  by  the  violence 
of  the  winds,  and,  in  fome  inftances,  perfons  have  been  obliged  to^ 
remove  their  boufes  to  prevent  being  covered  up.  Thefe  hills  and 
iand  heaps  are  confiantly  fhifting;  and  when  torn  away  in  one 
place,  are  piled  up  on  another :  it  is  not  unfrequent  for  the  inhaW- 
Bants  to  have  their  fi(l>flakes  covered  with  banks  of  fand  like  inow« 
Immediately  in  flepping  from  any  houfe,  the  foot  finks  in  fand  to 
the  depth  of  the  flioe.  The  moft  foutherly  point  of  this  place^ 
called  Wood- End,  is  five  miles  fouth-weft  from  the  viljage*  What 
b  called  Race- Point,  known  to  all  feamen,  is  the  north-wefterly  ex-^ 
tremity  of  the  Cape,  and  lies  north-weft  from  the  villagCi  diftant 
three  miles. 

,A  traveller  in  palling  from  the  village  over  to  Rjlce  Poiiji,  aboiit 
mid-way,  travels  fome  diftance  through  a  pine  wood,  the  trees  about 
twenty  feet  in  height,  at  length  he  finds  the  path  obftni6ted  with  a 
mound  of  fand,  almoft  perpendicular,  rifing  among  the  trees  to  their 
tops :  his  hode  with  difficulty  mounts  this  precipice^  his  feet  finking, 
almoft  to  the  knees  in  the  fand.  This  volume  of  fand  is  gradually 
rolling  into  the  woods  with  the  winds,  and  as  it  covers  the  trees  to  the 
tops  they  die.  As  foon  as  a  traveller  mounts  this  bankj  a  curious 
ipedacle  prefcnts  to  view,  a  defart  of  white  fand  five  miles  in  lengthy 
parallel  with  the  fea,  and  one  mile  and  an  half  in  breadth.  The 
tops  of  the  trees  appear  above  the  fand,  but  they  ai^  all  dead  j  where 
they  have  been  lately  covered,  the  baik  and  twigs  are  ftill  remain-^ 
ing,  from  others  they  are  fallen  off.;  fome  have  been  fo  long  whipped 
and  viotn  out  with  the  fands  and  winds,  that  there  b  nothing  reipain* 
ix\g  but  the  hearts  and  knots  of  the  trees.  Qut  over  the  gr<Qaterpart 
jof  this  defert,  the  trees  have  long  fince  difappe^red. 

Alter  croffing  this  wildernefs,  where  the  horfe  fmjfes  to  feis  fetlocks 
at  eveiy  ftep,  you  arrive  at  Race-Point.  Here  are  a  nurtiber  of  huts,- 
created  by  the  perfijns  who  come  over  from  the  village  to  fifh  in 
boats :  here  they  keep  their  fiftiing  apparatus  and  lodges  .  At  the 
diftance  of  fifteen  rods  from  the  Point  the  .water  is.  thirty  fathoms  irt 
depth,  and  cod,  haddock,  and  other  k7nds  o[  fifh,  are  taken  in  plenty^ 
whenever  the  weather  will  permit.  They  take  many  kinds  of  f^Git 
with  feiosy  fuch  as  pollock^  mackareli  and  herrmgs ;  the  two  latter 
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19d-e  ^tt  takeu:  in  that  fa^krbout  in  great  alMmdancei  At  this 
^slade  are  feeo»  at  fome  time^  hundreds  of  flutrks  l}nng  on  the 
fiiore^  which  havt  been  caught  b/  the  boats  when  iifliing  for  codt 
they  weigh  frorii  three  to  fix.  hundred  weight  i  their  liters,  which 
prodoce  oil^  are  the  only  parts  of  them  of  which  any  tife-it^  made*- 
They  are  taken  by  a  large  hook  baited  witli  ft  Cod  filh,  and  faftened 
•to  an  iron  chain  with  a  fwivel^  Co  prevent  them  fi\>^  biting  or  twift« 
Ing  it  oE  When  the  Hiark  ha»  feized  the  hook,  they  drag  him  up 
to  the  fleiti  of.  the  boat^  and  beitig  too  large  to  take  od  board  tbjo 
feoats  there  made  uft  of,  they  row  aihore  with  him,  drag  him;  up  oil 
the  beach^  Ap  him  open,  ^ake  out  his  liver,  aad  tl|e  carcaft  it  le& 
to  periflu  Fiihingv  either  at  fca  in  veflels,  or  round  the  ihore  in 
hoatsi  is  the  whole  employment  of  all  the  inhabitants^  There  is 
tio  other  befides,  to  whidi  thty  can  turn  their  attention :  and  thit 
boys,  as  foon  as  they  have  (Iredgth  to  pull  a  codfill^  are  put  on  bpard 
nboatoraVeGel.  ,^ 

As  this  harbbuf  is  (if  fo  inuch  cottfe<|uence,  often  atfoi'dinga  (heltei^ 
from  ftorms  to  veflels^  both  iiiward  and  outward  bounds  it  is.  of 
importance  ^dat  there  ihould  always  be  a  itttlement  there »  Tb^ 
Province  formeriy  afforded  th«ai  fome  encouragement)  befides  eac- 
lempting  th^n  firo^i  tax&tion.  That  enc^uragjement  19  now  with- 
•holdeo^  and  a  |>oll^tflx  has  beeh  required,  .whether  with  gnpd  policy, 
has  been  <k)nk!ed  by  many :  the  inhabk^nts  complain  of  it,  as  ati 
^nrelifouableb^kdien.  Their  einpfeyment  is  a  great  public  benefit^ 
tuid  what  th^  acquire  is  through  many  perils  and  the  hardeft 
labour.       ..'.■> 

Theextdatdf CapeCod^  onthe^ outer  ftiore^  begtnnitlg  dt  Wttod 
End,  round  *to  Blizzard's  Bay^  or  to  the  line  between  Sandwich  and 
Wireham,  is  about  oile  hundred  atid  thirty  miles.  The  inner  fliore 
bn  Mfeflachufetts  bay  is  about  feVenty-fiVe  milesk  The  road  that 
is  commonly  travelled  on  to  the  Cape  is  on  the  inner  fidcj  and  mea* 
fured  by  this,  the  extcjpt  of  the  Cape  will  be  as  firft  mentioned.*^ 
Cape  Cod,  in  general,  is  a  thin,  barren  foil,  by  £ar  the  moft  fo  of  anjr 
part  of- New-England:  but  the  fea  air  impregHates  all  vegttablei 
with  a  quality  which  rendtrs  them  far  more  nutritive  to  tattle  thad 
the  fame  quantity  far  inland ;  it  being  an  Undoubted  fetft^  that  cattU 
Vtrill  do  well  on  the  fea  coaft  in  fUch  paftures,  which,  if  far  up  ih  th8 
country,  would  ftarvethem  at  once,  Thdr  fait  hay,  which  is  alrtloft 
their  only  forage,  affords  a  manitte  which  is  alfo  far  fuperior  10  that 
Vvbich  IB  mJide  at  a*diftance  from  the  fea  1  this  greatly  affifts  theil^ 
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cr6ps  of  coi;^   and   rye,  beyond   what  ^he  landpromifes  (n  iu 
appearance.     But  alcer  all  that  has  been  or  that  ckn  be  dcuie, 
the  htii^  of  Cape  Cod  can  never  fupport  its  inhabitant*,  which 
*;ire  nciaHy  fefvedteen  thoufend.    A  gitstt  part  of   the  raen  aad 
•boys  are  cOoftantly  employed  at  fea.     In  this  bufitwfs. they  iupport 
themfelves  and  families  j  and  it  U  obferved,  tha^thc  young  people 
form  family  conne^lkms  earlier  in  life  than  in  zny  otthci*  part  of  tho 
^country;  which,  perhaps,  is  one  evidence  tlmt  the  means  of  fub- 
fiflenct  are  eafily  obtainable.    Cape  Cod  is  a  nurfcry  for  f(amen, 
iind,f  m  this  view,  orie  cyf  the  moft  important  places  in  this  Static,  of 
ifi' America.    If  the  fupporting  of  a  navy,  extending  Yo|«iga  comf- 
^mercc,  or  bringing  forth  fi*crm  the  bowels  of  the  ocean  the.riclies  k 
contains,  are  bleffings  to  any  nation,  the  Americans  may^conC^cf  the 
inhabftahts  of  the  Cape  as  the  moft  valuable  among  their  cbnntrj'mcn. 
The  Cape  aboiinds  with  clear  frelli  ponds,  geoei^ly-ftockcc)  with 
fiili :  there  is  little  funken  land  ;  the  wood  on  the  Cape  is  gencndly 
pitch  pine  J  there  are  few  or  no  ftones  below  Bamftable  :  the:cellar» 
are  walled  with  brick,  in  a  circular  forin,  to  prevent'  the  loofe  fand 
from  cav'ing  in  i  the  wells  are  fecured  in  the  femcf  mafaner,  and  they 
are  obliged  1*6  keep  them  covered  to  prevent  the  land  from  Wowr 
ing  in  and  fpoiling  the  Water;    Forinerly,  the  inhabkant*took  many 
whales  round  the  Cape,  chiefly  in  Maflachufetts  Bay;    but  th* 
Imfinefs  is  almoft  at  an  end*     The  manner  of  Staking  Wuckfifti  ift 
fomewhat  fingwlar ;  they  area  fifli  of  the  whale  kind^ 'of  about  five 
tons  weight,  and  produce  oil  in  -^hefatne  manner  as  a^whalf.    Wb^n 
aflioal  of  them  is  difcovered,  which  fometimes  confifts  of.fcveraJ 
hundreds,  the  inhabitants  put  off  in  boat©,  'get*  without  Ihem,  and 
drive  them  like  fo  many  cattle  oii  to  the  flioreand-fiatt,  Vhere  tbcy 
are  left  by  the  tide  and  fiill  an  crtfy  prey.    The  fiiore  of  the.C*p?  U 
in  many  places  covered  with  th^  huge  bones  cf  ihefeJiih  and  of 
V' hales,  which  remain  unconfumed  for  many  jxars,  •  Many.perfoni 
eonjedture,  that  the  Cape  is  gradually  wearing  away,  and  thatit  >?iil 
finally  fall  a  facrific^to  the  ravages  of  the  winds  and  the  fijas,  and 
m^ny  circumllances  favour  inch  an  opinion.'    At  Province-Town 
Harbour,  ftumps  of  trees  are  feen,  which  the  fea  now  covers  in  com* 
imon  tides.    When  the  fingliih  firft  fettled  upon  the  Cape,  therf 
Was  an  ifland  off  Chatham;  at  three  leagues  diftance,  called  Webb's 
111  and,  containing  twenty  acres,  covered  with  red  cedar  or  favin  s 
the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  nfed  to  fetch  wood  from  it-    Thi» 
Ifland  has  been  wholly  worn  away  for  almoft  a  century*    A  largaf 
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rocic  that  was  upon  the  liland,  and  whkh  iettled  as  the  e&rth  w^ihed 
away,  now  marks  the  place ;  it  rifes^s  much  above  the  bottom  of 
the  fea,  as  it  tifed  to  rife  above  the  fiirface  of  the  g:round :  tlie  water 
is  fix  fathoms  deep  on  this  fpot :  and  in  many  places  on  the  Cape 
the  fea  is  evidently  encroaching  on  the  land. 

The  Cape  is  fo  expofed  to  winds  in  every  direStoh,  that  fruit  treet^ 
do  not  thrive  :  there  are  few  orchards  of  any  confequence  below 
Bamftable :  there  is  not  a  cyder  mill  in  the  country.  In  man^ 
places,  their  foreft  trees  have  more-  the  appearance  of  a  prim  hedge^ 
than  of  timber. 

♦  The  Cape,  however,  is  an  healthy  fituation,  except  for  thofeconfti-- 
ttitions  which  are  too  delicate  for  the  piercing  winds  that  come  from 
the  fea,  and  the  inhabitants  in  general  live  as  long  as  in  the  other  partt 
of  the  northern  States. 

The  winds,  in  every  dire6^n,  comfe  from  the  fea  5  and  invalids,' 
by  viiiting  the  Cape,  foitoetimes  experience  the  fame  benefit  as  froitt 
going  to  fea.* 

The  principal  bays  on  the  coaft  of  Mafl!achufetts  are,  Ipfwicb, 
Bofion,  Plymouth,  Bamftable,  and  Buzzard's  bays.    Many  iflands  arc 
fcattered   along  the  coaft,    and  the  moft  noted  of  which  is  Plum' 
Ifland,  which  is  about  nine  miles  in  length,  extending  from  Merri- 
mack river  on  the  north,  to  the  entrance  of  Ipfwich  river  on  the' 
fouth,  and  is  feparated  from  the  main  land  by  a  narrow  found,  called* 
Plum  Ifland  river,  fordable  in  feveral  places  at  low  water.    It  con- 
fills  prtncipially  of  iand,  blown  into  curious  heaps,  and  crownefi  with 
biifhes  bearing  the  beach  plum.      There  is,  however,  a  valuable- 
property  of  fait  marfti,  and  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  ifland  are  two  or 
three  good  farms :  on  the  north  end  are  the  light-houfes  before^ 
mentioned:  on  the  fea  fhore  of  this  ifland,  and  on  Salifljury  beach, 
the  Marine  Society,  and  other  gentlemen  of  Newbury  Port,  havt 
hflmanely  ereftcd  feveral  fmall  houfe^,  furniflled  with  fuel  and  other 
conveniencies,  for  the  relief  of  the  mariners  who  may  be  fliipwrecjwd 
on  this  coaft. 

ISLANDS, 

There  are  feveral  iflands  dependent  on  fhis  State,  the  principal  of 

which  is  Nantucket  Ifland :  it  lies  fouth  of  Cape  Cod,  and  contains 

twenty-three  thoufand  acres,  includmg  the  beach.    As  the  ifland  is 

low  aqd  fandy,  it  is  calculated  only  for  thofc  people  who  are  willing 
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^vet  more  land^  than  they  eavAA  improve,  or  ^^n  inclofc  ?  not 
being  poiTefTed  of  a  fingle  tree  in  the  whole  extent  of  their  new  <io<* 
iDinton, 

This  ifland  furniflies  the  naturalifts  with  fe;v  6r  no  objeifis  worthy 
©bfenration  :  it  appears  to  be  the  uneven  fummit  of  a  fandy  fobnoa* 
fine  mountain,  covered  here  and  there  with  forrel,  grafe,  a  few\fdar 
buihes,    and  fcrubby^oaks  ;the  fwamps  are  much  more  valuable 
for  the  peat  they  contain  than  for  the  trifling  pafhire  of  their  furface  ; 
thofc  declining  grounds  which  lead  to  the  fea  ihores  abound  with 
beach  grafs,  a  lij^t  fQdder  wheti  cut  and  cured,  but  very  good  wheil 
fed  green.    On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland  there'  are  feveral  tracks 
of  fait  graffes,  which  being  canjfully  fenced,  yield  a  confiderab)« 
<[|uantity  of  that  wholefome  foddier.    Among  the  many  ponds  or 
lakes  with  which  this  ifland  abounds,  there  are  iome  which  have  been 
made  by  the  intrufion  of  the  fea,  fuch  as  Wiwidiab,  the  Long,  tho 
Narrow,  a^d  feveral  others,  confequently  thofe'  arc  felt ;  at  peculiar 
|iigh  tides  a  great  number  of  filh  enter  into  them,  where  they  feed 
and  grow  I'^rge,    and  at  fpme  feafons  of   the  year,    the  inhabi- 
tants aflemble  and  cut  down  tho  fmall  bars  which  the  waves  alway* 
throw  up.     By  thefe  cafy  means  the  waters  of  the  pond  are  let 
out,  and  as  the  fifti  follow  their  native  element,  the  inhabitants  with 
proper  nets  catch  as  many  as  they  want  in  their  way  out  without 
any  other  trouble.     Thofe  which  are  mod  common  are  the  ftreake^ 
hafs,  the  blue-fiih,  the  torn-cod,  the  mackarel,    the  tew*tag,  the 
herring,  the  flounder,  eel,  &c.    Fifliing  is  one  of  the  greateft  diver- 
iions  the  ifland  affords.     At  the  weft  end  lies  the  harbour  of  Mar« 
diket,  formed  by  Smith  Point  on  the  fouth-weft,  by  Eel  Point  oi^ 
the  north,  and  Tpckanut  Ifland  on  the  north->^eft;^  but  i^  is  neither 
fo  fafe  nor  fo  good  anchoring  ground  as  that  near  which  the  towa 
ftands :  three  fmall  creeks  run  into  it,  which  yield  ^^Is  of  a  bittei? 
tafte.   Not  far  from  Shemah  Point  there  is  a  confiderable  tra^k  of  cvcHif 
ground,  being  the  leaft  fandy  on  the  ifland.    It  is  divided  ^nto  feverr 
fields,  one  of  which  is  planted  by  that  part  of  the  comrfmnity  which 
arc  entitled  to  it.     This  is  called  the  common  plantation)  a.  iimplef 
but  ufeful  expedfent ;  for  were  e^ch  holder  of  this  track  to  fence  his 
property,  it  would  nequire  a  prodigious  quantity  of  pofts  and  rsdis, 
which  are  to  be  purchafed  and  fetched  from  the  main.    Inibead  of 
thofe  private  fubdivifions,  each  man*§  allotment  of  land  is  throwtv 
into  the  general  field,  which  is  fenced  at  the  exj^enfe  of  the  parties ; 
within  it  every  one  does  *with*hi5*owtixportioB'bfthe^  ground  what** 
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e\Tr  he  ple^e^-  This  apparent  cowtnuuity  iaves  a  very  matcrjj^ 
ezpenfe,  a  great  deal  of  iabpi^r,  and,  perhaps,  raifes  a  ibit  of  erauja^ 
tion  among  them  which  ui^gps  evtery  ene  to  ferti}i«;e  hi6  fliare  witji 
the  greateft  fare  and  attention.  Thus  every  feven  years  the  whfik: 
of  this  tr^ck  is  under  cii4tivaii©p,  and  enriched  by  manure  tnd, 
ploughing*  yields  afterwards  excellent  pafture;  tp,  which  tlietown 
cows,  aaoountiag -to  five-hun4red  or  more,;,are. daily,  led  by  ite 
town  fhepherd,  gndas  regularly  driven  back  }n  the  evening.  Tte 
bell  lan^  on^  the  iiland  is  at  Fal^qsi  remarkable  for  nothing  but 0 
houTe  of  entertainment.  Quayes  is  a  fmaJl  but  valuabk^  tracks  long 
^nc^  pUfchafedby  a  Mr^  OifHn,  whp  ;has  ere^ed  the  btft  hota& 
on  the  iflapd*  By  long  attention  1  proximity  cif^he  fea,  Ac-  tbk 
fertile  ipot*  hai  been  well  i^apurfd^  and  is  nqw,  jihe  garden  of  Na»- 
tucket*  ,  Adjoiijuag  to  it,  oq  the  weft  fide,  thete-  is  a^ail  ibream^ 
on  whiph,fjiere  is  eredtefi^a  fu^^ni^-ipill ;  on  ifee  eaib  fide  is  the  Id^ 
Known,  Jj}?  the  name  or§qwap[)^  yr^tered  4ikcwifc  by  a  fiiiall  riyi^et^ 
on  which 'ftands,  another  fuliingi-avill. .  Here  i is  a  fine  loomy  ibil^ 
producing,  excellent  clover,,  which  is  mowerf.  twke  a  year.  Thefc 
mills  prepare  .all  the  cloth  whi((li.  is  made  ^hbre:.  haying  fo  larger 
flock  ofjQ[ie^j>  ^he  inhabitants >r>bpuiid  in  wodljrp^rt.of  this thiqp 
export,  and  jhe^reft  is  fpun  by  tlieirinduftrioufe  wives;  knd  tsonvettod 
into  fubflantial  garments..  To  the  fouth-eaft:  k  a  greit  divifioa  of 
the  iflapd  fenced  by  ifcfelf,  fcnown  by  the  name  of  Siafconcet  lot :  it 
i^  a  very  tii^eye^  .track  of  grftuod  a^uading  with  i\lk^arops;  facre^he 
inhabitants  turn  .in  tlieir  ,<fft  cattje^  or  fuch  as  they  intend  to  italic 
feed  for  their  winter  prqvifijoi^.  it  is  on  the  (horcs  of  this  paat  of 
the  ifla^d^  niear  FochicktRip,  where  they  catch  their  beft  ifb^  fJoch  ai 
fea  bai^».tew-tag,  or  black  Bdi,  cpd,  fnoelt,  perth,:  Ihadioci,  pike,  &e« 
They  luLve  ere<Sted  a  few  fiihing-hou^  on  this  ihore,  .as  we  6  a(s 
at  Sapkate'ft  Jiead  and.  Sipflakat^h^  Beach*  where  the  fifhertrtctt 
dwell  in  the  fifhing  feafop*  M^ny,  red  cedar  bulhies  and  beach  graft 
grow  on  the  p^ninfulaofCoitouj  the  {oil  k  light,  and  iandy,  and 
lervts  as  a  receptacle  for  rabbits.  It  is  here  that  their  flieep  find 
&eker  in  the  Inpw  Hortm  of  th^  winter.  At  th^  north  end  of  Nati^. 
tucket,  tltere  is  a  loog  point  of  land  projefting:iar  into  the  fea^ 
called  Santily  Point  I  nothing  grows  on  it  buK  plaih  grafs;  andthir; 
is  the  place  where  the  iohabitat^ts  often  catch  porpoifes*and  (hark^ 
On  this  point  they.con:>nionly  d^ive  their  horfes  in  the  fpring  of  t\^^ 
year,  in  order  to  feed  on  the  ^  grafs  it  bears^  which  is  ufelefs  wh4^n 
arrived  at  ma^ri^*    Between  this  point  and  the  main  iiland  them 

i* 


I36  CfeNEftAL  hE&cMtrt&tf 

U  «  valiiabte  ftlt  itiiteddW^  dftM  Obfluty,  with  a  pond  of  thtf  i^d 
^#Mne,  famous  for  black  ducksi  $(}uani  abounds  ki  clover  and  herds^ 
'grtfsi  thdfe  whd  poflefs  it  follow  lio  niaritittitf  o^cupatiott^  aiid 
idierefore  neglect  nothing  that  can  render  it  fertile  and  profitable^ 
The  reft  of  the  nndefcribed  part  of  the  ifland  is  open,  ^nd  fehres  a^ 
a  common  paflure  for  thei):  iheep.  To  the  Weft  of  the  ifland  il 
Tuckannck)  Where*  in  the  fpring,  their  young  cattle  arc  driven  td 
feed ;  it  has  A  few  oak  buihesy  and  two  frefli  water  ponds^  abounding 
with  tesds,  brandts,  md  maity  other  fea  fotrls,  brought  to  this  iilahd 
bj  the  proximity  of  their  fand  banks  and  (hallows ;  where  thou* 
&ndft  are  feeti  feedJng  &t  low  water.  Here  they  have  neither  wolves 
•nor  foxes ;  thofe  inhabitants,  therefore,  who  Hre  out  of  to^n*  ratfe^ 
with  all  fecurity>  As  much  poukiy  as  they  want*  In  fummet  this 
diinate'js  extremely  ^leafant,  the  heats  being  tempered  bythefei 
breezes,  with  which  it  is  perpetually  refrefhed;  In  the  winter*  how- 
ever, the  inhabitants  pay  feverely  for  thofe  advanta^  i  if  is  ex* 
iretoely  cold  j  the  north-weft  wind*  after  having  cftiaped  froni  th«J 
ttiountains  and  forefts,  free  from  all  impediment  in  its  ffiort  palTagej 
blows  with  redoubled  force,  and  rendeVs  this  jfldnd  bleak  and  un-^ 
coiiifortablek  On  the  other  hand,  the  goodnefs  of  the  houffes,  the 
£>eial  hofpitality.  of  ihcir  inhabitants,  and  then*  good  cheer*  make 
anyle  aitaftnds  for  the  feverity  of  the  f6afon. 

t  This  ifland*  as  has  been  already  hinted,  appears  to  bethe'furftrhif 
oitfome  huge  fandy  mountain,  affording  fome  acres  of  dry  land 
>  for.the  habitation  of  man ;  other  fubmarine  ones  fie  td  <he  fmithward 
of  this,  at  different  depths  and  different  diftances.  This  ciahgerou^ 
je^n  is  well  known  to  the  mariners  by  the  name  of  liatitucket 
Shoals  :  thefearc  the  bulwarks  which  fo  powerfully  defend  this  ifland 
.from  the  impulfe  of  the  mighty  ocean,  and  repel  the"  force  of  its 
waves,  which,  but  for  thefe  accumulated  barriers,  woufe  ere  noW  haV«J 
dilTolvcd  its  foundations,  and  torn  it  In  pieees*  Thefe  are  the  bankf 
yfhich  afforded  ta  the  fcft  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  their  dally  1v6^ 
Ififtence  ;  it  was  from  thefe  flioals  that  they  drew  the  origin  of  thalf 
wealth  which  they  now  poffefs ;  and  it  was  the  fchool  where  they 
firft  learned  how  to  venture  farther,  as  the  fifh  of  their  coa0  receded; 
The  fliores  of  this  ifland  abound  with  the  feft-flielled^  the  hard- 
/helled,  and  the  great  fea  clams,  a  moft  hiitritious  fbetl-fifli  i  theif 
fands,  their  (hallows,  are  covered  with  them  *;  they  multiply  fo  faft 
that  they  are  a  never-failing  refource.  Thefe,  and  the  great  variety 
•I  fifli  they  catch,  conftitute  the  principal  ^bod  of  the  inhabitantsi 
2  It 
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it  was  iikewiife  that  of  the  aborigines,  whom  the  firft  fettlers  fouild 
bere ;  the  pofieHty  bf  whom  IHU  live  together  in  decent  houfes  aforig 
khcf^ores  Of  Miacomet  pond,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  :  they 
Are  an  induftrioiis,  harmlefs  race,  as  expert  and  as  fond  of  a  feafariog 
fife  as  their  fellow  inhabitants^  the  whites. 

This  ifland  is  become  one  of  the  counties  of  this  State,  known  by 
the  nanie  of  Nailtucket.  The  inhabitants  enjoy  here  the  fame  mu- 
nicipal eftabliftirti^nt  in  common  with  the  reft  ;  and,  therefore,  every 
requiiite  ofiicer,  fuch  as  fheriff,  juflice  of  the  peace,  fupervifore, 
iffeflbrs,  conftablcs,  overfeers  of  the  poor,  &c.  The  taxes  are  pro- 
portioned to  thofe  of  the  metropolis ;  they  are  levied  by  valuations, 
agreed  on  and  fixed  according  to  the  laws  of  the  province,  and  by 
afleflbaems  formed  by  the  afleflbrs,  who  are  yearly  chofen  by  the 
people,  and  whofe  office  obliges  them  to  take  either  an  oath  or  an 
affirmation.  Two-thirds  of  the  ma^flrates  they  have  here,  are  of  the 
focietyof  Frlendsi 

The  inhabitants,  cfpecially  the  female's^  are  fondly  attached  to 
the  illand,  and  few  wiih  to  migrate  to  a  more  defirable  fituation. 

They  are  principally  Quakers  ;  but  there  is  one  fociety  of  Con- 
gregatioiialifts.  Forty  years  ago  there  were  three  congregations  of 
Indians,  each  of  which  had  a  houfe  for  worfhip  and  a  teacher :  their 
lafl:  Indian  pdL&ot  died  ten  years  fince,  and  was  a  worthy,  refpedable 
charaften 

Ifland  of  Martha^s  Vineyard,  which  lies  a  little  to  the  weftward  of 
Nantucket,  is  about  twenty-one  miles  in  length  and  from  feven  to 
light  miles  in  breadth !  it  lies  nine  miles  from  the  continent,  and, 

'  with  the  Elizabeth  Iflands^  forms  one  of  the  counties  of  Maflachufetts 
bay,  known  by  the  name  of  Duke's  County.  Thofe  latter,  which 
are  fix  in  number,  are  about  nine  miles  diftant  from  the  Vineyard, 
and  are  all  famous  for  excellent  dairies.  A  good  ferry  is  eftablillicd 
between  Edgar-Town  ^nd  Falmouth  on  the  main,  the  diftance  be- 
ing nine  miles.  Martha's  Vineyard  b  divided  into  three  townihips; 
viz.  Edgar,  Chilmark,  and  Tilbury.  Edgar  is  the  bcft  fea-port,  and 
the  fliire  town ;  and  as  its  foil  is  light  and  fandy,  many  of  its 
inhabitants  follow  the  example  bf  the  people  of  Nantucket.  The 
town  of  Chilmark  has  no  good  harbour,  but  the  land  is  excellent^ 
and  no  way  inferior  to  any  on  the  continent :  it  contains  excellent 
paflures,  convenient  brooks  for  mills,  flone  for  fencing,  &c.  The 
town  of  Tilbury  is  remarkable  for  the  excellence  of  its  timber,  and 

;has  a  harbour  where  the  water  is  deep  enough  for  ihips  of  the  line. 
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The  fiock  of  the  ifland  is  more  than  twenty  tboufaad  iliee{i^  ti^d 
thoufand  neat  cattle,  befidcs  horfes  and  goats  ;  they  have  alfo  fome 
deer,  and  abundance  of  fea-fowls.  This  has  been  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  is  to  this  day  the  principal  feminary  of  the  Indians ;  they 
live  on  tliat  part  of  the  ifland  which  is  called  Chapoquidick,  and 
were  very  early  chriftianifed  by  the  fcfpedable  family  of  the  Mahews, 
the  firft  proprietors  of  it.  The  firfl  fettler  of  that  nanoe  conveyed 
by  will  to  a  favourite  dau^ter  a  certain  part  of  it,  on  which  there 
grew  many  wild  vines;  thence  it  was  called  Martha's  Vineyard,  after 
her  name,  which  in  procefs  of  time  extended  to  the  whole  ifland • 
The  pofterlty  of  the  ancient  Aborigines,  remain  here  on  lands  which 
their  forefathers  referved  for  themfelves,  and  which  are  religioufly 
kept  from  any  incroachments.  The  Indians  here  appear  by  the 
decency  of  their  manners,  their  indiiftry,  and  neatnefs,  to  be  no  way 
inferior  to  many  of  the  inhabitants  : — like  them,  they  are  labo- 
rious and  religious,  which  are  the  principal  charafteriftics  of  the 
four  New- Engl  and  provinces ;  they  often  go,  like  the  young  men  of 
the  Vineyard,  to  Nantucket,  and  hire  themfelves  for  whalemen  or 
fifliermen ;  and,  indeed,  their  Ikill  and  dexterity  in  all  fea  affairs  is 
nothing  inferior  to  that  of  the  whites.  The  latter  are  divided  into 
two  clafles ;  the  firft  occupy  the  land,  which  they  till  with  admirable 
care  and  knowledge ;  the  fecond,  who  are  polfefTed  of  none,  apply 
themfelves  to  the  fea,  the  general  refource  of  mankind  in  this  part 
of  the  world.  This  ifland,  therefore,  like  Nantucket,  is  become  a 
great  nurfery,  which  fupplies  with  pilots  and  feamen,  the  numerous 
coafters  with  which  this  extended  part  of  America  abounds.  Ga 
where  you  will,  from  Nova  Scotia  to  the  Mifliflippi,  you  will  find 
almoft  every  where  fqme  natives  of  thefe  two  iflands  employed  in 
feafaring  occupations.  Their  climate  is  fo  favourable  to  population, 
that  marriage  is  the  objedl  of  every  man's  earliefl:  wifli ;  and  it  is  a 
bleffing  fo  eafily  obtained,  that  great  numbers  are  obliged  to  quit 
their  native  land  and  go  td  fome  other  countries  in  quell  of  fub» 
fiftence. 

Here  are  to  be  found  the  moll  expert  pilots  either  for  the  great  - 
bay,  their  found,  Nantucket  flioals,  or  the  different  ports  in  their 
neighbourhood.     In  ftormy  weather  they  are  always  at  fea  looking 
out  for  veflcils,  which  they  board  with  Angular  dexteiity,  and  hardly 
.  ever  fail  to  bring  fafe  to  their  intended  harbour. 

Gayhead,  the  weilennoft  part  of  the  ifland,  containing  about  two 
thdufand  four  hundred  acres,  is  very  good  tillage  land,  and  is  wholly 
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occupied  by  Indians,  but  not  well  cultivated.  One-third  of  this  trail 
k  the  property  of  the  Englifli  fociety  for  propagating  the  gofpel  in 
New-England.  The  principal  ^roduftions  of  the  ifland  are  corn, 
lyc,  and  oats.  They  raife  flieep  and  cattle  in  confiderable  numbers. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  county  fend  three  reprefentatives,  and, 
in  conjun<5lion  with  Nantucket,  onefenator  to  the  General  Court. 

The  other  iflands  of  coniideration  are  in  Maflachufetts  Bay,  which 
is  agreeably  diverfified  by  about  forty  of  various  fizes :  feven  of  them 
only  are  within  the  jurifdidion  of  the  town  of  Boflon,  and  taxed 
with  it.  Caftle  Bland  is  about  three  miles  from  Bofton,  and  contains 
about  eighteen  acres  of. land.  The  buildings  are  the  Governor's 
houfc,  a  magazine,  gaol,  barracks,  and  workfliops.  In  June,  1792, 
there  were  confined  on  this  ifland  feventy-feven  convifts,  who  were 
employed  in  thp  manufafture  of  nails,  and  guarded  by  a  company  of 
between  (Ixty  and  feventy  foldiers.  The  fort  on  this  ifland  com- 
mands the  entrance  of  the  harbour :  here  were  mounted  in  1 792  fifty 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  forty-four  others  difmounted;  fince  that  period 
the  fortifications  have  b^?n  much  improvedf 

SOIL  AND  PRODUCTIONS. 

In  Maflachufetts  are  to  be  found  all  the  varieties  of  foil,  from  very 
good  to  very  bad,  capable  of  yielding  all  the  different  productions 
common  to  the  climate,  fuch  as  Indian  com,  rye,  wheat,  barley,  oats, 
hemp,  flax,  hops,  potatoes,  field  beans  and  peas — apples,  pears, 
peaches,  plums,  cherries,  &c.  It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  efFe^s 
of  the  eaft  winds  extend  farther  inland  than  formerly,  and  injure  the 
tender  fruits,  particularly  the  peach,  and  even  the  more  hardy  apple. 
The  average  produce  of  the  good  lands,  well  cultivated,  has  been 
eftimated  as  follows :  forty  bufhels  of  corn  on  an  acre — thirty  of 
barley — twenty  of  wheat — thirty  of  rye— ^n6  hundred  of  potatoes, 
The  flaple  commodities  of  this  State  arc  fiili,  beef,  and  lumber, 

Iron  ore  in  immenfe  quantities  is  found  in  various  parts  of  this 
State,  particularly  in  the  old  colony  of  Plymouth. 

Copper  ore  is  found  at  Leverett,  in  the  county  pf  Hampfhfre,  and 
at  Attleborough,  in  the  county  of  Briflol.  Several  mines  of  blaek 
lead  have  been  difcovered  in  Brimfield,  in  Hampfliire  county ;  an4 
white  pipe-clay,  and  yellow  and  r^d  ochre,  at  Martha's  Vineyard,  " 
Allum  flate,  or  flone,  has  been  found  in  fome  parts  ;  and  alfo  rud^ 
die,  or  a  red  earth,  which  has  been  ufed  as  a  ground  colour  for  prim-. 
ing,  inftead  of  Spanifh-brown.     In  a  quarry  of  lime-ftone,  in  th© 
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pariihofBycfijId,  in  the  county  of  EflTcx,  is  found,  ^%.Afi$fios^  or 
iqcombufliblc  cotton,  as  it  has  been  called.  Marble  has  been  found 
in  the  fame  vicinity,  and  it  is  conj enured  that  there  are  confiderablc 
beds  of  it.  The  fpecimens  of  it  already  exhibited  have  been  beauti- 
fully variegated  in  colour,  and  admit  an  admirable  poliih.  A  marble 
quarry  at  Lanclborough  affords  very  good  marbl^. 

Several  mineral  fprings  have  been  found  in  different  parts  of  the 
State,  particularly  at  Lynn,  Wrentham,  Menotomy  Parifli  in  Cam- 
bridge, &c.  but  none  arc  celebrated  as  place?  of  refort  for  invalids* 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS  AND  CHIEF  TOWJ^S. 

This  State  is  divided  into  elevep  counties;  viz.  Suffolk,  Eflc^, 
Middlefex,  Hampfhire,  Plymouth,  Briftol,  Barpftable,  Worcefter, 
and  Berkfhire,  on  the  continent,  and  Duke's  and  Nantucket  counties 
in  the  iflands  of  Nantucket,  Manila's  Vineyard,  &c.  X^^rf^  counties 
contain  two  hundred  and  fixty-five  towns,  the  principal  of  which  arc 
as  follow :  ,     ' 

BOSTON. 

This  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  the  capital 
not  only  of  Maflachufetts,  but  of  New-England,  and  lies  in  latitude 
42^  23'  N.  It  is  built  on  a  penipfula  of  an  irregular  form,  at  the 
bottom  of  Maffachuf(^ts  Bay.  The  neck  or  ifthrous  which  jo^is  the 
peninfula  to  the  continent,  is  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  town,  and  lead$ 
to  Roxbury;  the  length  of  the  town  itfeif  is  nbt  quite  two  miles, 
its  breadth  is  various ;  at  the  entrance  from  Roxbur}'  it  is  narrow  ; 
the  greateft  breadth  is  one  mile  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
yards;  the  buildings  in  the  town  coyer  about  one  thoufand  acres. 

In  this  town  there  arc  feventy-nine  ftreets,  thirty-eight  lanes,  and 
twenty -one  alleys,  exclufive  of  fquares  and  courts ;  and  about  eighty 
■wharfs  and  quays  very  convenient  for  veflels;  the  principal  wharf. 
extends  fix  hundred  yards  into  the  fea,  and  is  covered  on  the  north 
iide  with  large  and  convenient  ftores ;  it  far  exceeds  any  other  wharf 
in  the  United  States. 

In  Bofton  are  feventeen  houfes  for  public  woiiliip ;  of  which  nine 
are  for  Congregationalifls,  three  for  Epifcopalians,  two  for  Baptifts, 
one  for  the  Friends,  one  for  Univerfalifts,  and  one  for  Roman  Catho^ 
lies  :  there  are  alfo  feveral  public  fchools,  ftatc  banks,  &c.  which  we 
fhall  notice  under  their  refpe£tive  hfcads.  The  other  public  build- 
ihgs  are  the  flate  houfe,  court  houfe,  goal,  Faneuil  hall,  an  alms 
houfe,  a  workhoufe,  a  bridewell,   and  powder  magazine,  &c.  &c» 
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That  building  which  was  formerly  the  governor's  houfe,  is  now  oc- 
cupied in  its  feveral  apartments,  by  the  council,  the  trcafurer,  and  •' 
the  fecretary ;  the  two  latter  hold  their  officer  in  it.     Moft  of  Ao 
public  buildings  are  handfome,  and  fome  of  them  are  elegant.    The 
town  is  irregularly  byilt,  but,  as  it  lies  in  a  circular  fonn  around  the 
harbour,  it  exliibits  a  very  tandfome  view  as  you  approach  it  fron^  - 
the  fea.     On  the  weft  fide  of  the  town  i$  the  mall,  a  very  heautifut 
public  "jvaljlc,  adorned  with  rows  of  trees,  2^nd  in  yiew  of  the  coni- 
inon,  which  is  always  open  to  reft-efhing  breezes.    Beacon  hill,  on 
which  a  handfome   m9nument,   commemorative  of  fome  (of   the  • 
moft  iniportant  events  of  the  late  war,  has  lately  been  ercded, 
overlooks  the  town  from  the  weft,  and  affords  a  fine  variegated  . 
profpe6l. 

The  harbour  of  Bofton  is  fafc,  and  large  enough  to  contain  five  . 
hundred  (hips  at  anchor,  in  a  good  depth  of  water ;  while  the  en- 
trance is  fo  narrow  as  fcarcely  to  admit  two  fliips  abreaft.    It  is  di- 
yerfified,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  with  forty  iflands,  which  af- 
ford rich  pafturage,  hay,  and  grain.    About  three  miles  from  the  < 
town  is  the  caftle,  which  commands  the  entrance  of  the  harbour* 

.The  market  }q  this  town  is  fupplied  with  abundance  of  beef,  pork, 
mutton,  l^b,  veal,  and  poultry,  and  of  a  quality  equal  to  any  in  the 
'Woiid«  and  alfo  with  meal,  butter,  cheefe,  roots,  vegetables,  and  fruits 
of  various  Kinds,  in  great  plenty.  The  fifti  market  is  alfo  excellent, 
and  not  only  fumifties  the  tables  of  the  rich  with  fome  of  the  greateft 
dainties,  but  is  alfo  a  iingular  bleffing  to  the  poor* 

At  an  annual  meeting  in  March,  feven  fcle6l  men  arc  chofen  for 
the  more  immediate  government  of  the  town ;  at  the  fame  time  are 
cjedted  a  town  clerk,  a  town  treafurer,  twelve  overfecrs  of  the  poor, 
twelve  firewards,  twelve  clerks  of  the  market,  twelve  fcavengers» 
and  twelve  conftables,  bcfidesa  number  of  other  ofiicers.  Attempts 
have  been  made  to  change  the  government  of  the  town  from  its  pre- 
fent  form  to  that  of  a  city,  but  the  propofed  form  not  being  confo- 
nant  to  the  democratic  fpirit  of  the  body  of  the  people,  it  has  l>eea 
rejected. 

Bofton  was  lettled  as  early  as  the  year  1630,  from  Charlefton. 
The  peninfula  was  called,  by  the  natives,  Shawmut ;  but  the  inha- 
bitants of  Charlefton,  from  the  view  they  had  of  three  hills,  called  it 
Trimountain.  The  new  inhabitants,  however,  named  it  Bofton, 
out  of  refpedl  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton,  formerly  a  minifter  of  Bofton, 
in  England,  who  was  expelled  to  come  over  to  New-England.  He  was 
afterwards  minifter  of  the  firfi  church^ 

It 
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It  has  been  computed,  that  during  the  liege  in  177$,  as  many 
houfes  were  deftroyed  in  Bofton  by  the  Britiih  troops,  as  were  burnt 
in  Charleilon.  Since  the  peace  a  fpirit  of  repairs  and  improvement 
has  difrufed  itfelf  among  the  inhabitants.  The  ftreets  of  late  have 
been  lighted  with  lamps,  at  the  expenfe  qf  the  town ;  and  fome  fmall 
beginnings  have_been  made  towards  improving  the  ftreets  by  new- 
paving  them,  which  it  is  hoped  will  ftimulate  to  like  improvements 
through  the  town.  The  principal  manufa6tures  here,  are,  rum, 
beer,  paper  hangings,  of  which  twenty-four  thoufand  pieces  are  an» 
nually  made,  loaf  fiigar,  cordage,  cards,  fail  cloth,  fpermaccti  and 
t:Jlow  -candles,  glafs  5 — there  are  thirty  dillilleries,  two  breweries, 
eight  fugar  houfes,  and  elevien  rope  walks.  A  few  years  may  render 
the  metropolis  of  Maffachufetts  as  famed  for  arts,  manufadtures  an4 
commerce,  as  any  city  in  the  United  States* 


This  is  the  fecond  town  for  fize  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  the 
capital  of  the  county  of  EflTex,  containing  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  houfes,  and  except  Plymouth,  the  oldeft ;  it  was  fettled  in 
1628,  by  Governor  End icot,  and  was  called  by  the  Indians,  Naum- 
keag.  Here  nre  a  meeting  of  Quakers,  an  epifcopal  church  and  fivo 
coiigrcgational  focieties.  Tlie  town  is  fituated  on  a  peninfula, 
fenned  by  two  fmall  inlets  of  the  fea, .  called  North  and  South  ri- 
vers. The  former  of  thefe  pafles  into  Bcverlv  Harbour,  atid  has  a 
draw-bridge  acrofs  it,  built  many  years  ago  at  private  expenfe. — At 
this  place  fome  part  of  the  fhipping  of  the  town  is  fitted  out ;  but  the 
piinci pal  harbour  and  place  for  bufincfs  is  on  the  qther  fide  oftFie 
town,  at  South  river,  if  that  ma^  be  properly  called  a  river,  which 
depends. on  the  flowing  of  the  fea  for  the  water  it  contains.  So 
Ihoal  is  this  harbour,  that  vefTels  which  draw  more  than  ten  or  twelve 
feet  of  water,  muft  be  laden  and  unladen  at  a  diftance  from  the  wharfs 
by  the  ailiftance  of  lighters.  Notwith^anding  this  inconvenience, 
imore  navigation  is  owned,  and  more  trade  carried  on  in  Salem  than 
in  any  port  in  the  Commonwealth,  Bofton  excepted.  The  fifliery, 
the  trade  to  the  Weft-Indies,  to  Europe,  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  to 
the  Eaft-Indics,  and  the  freighting  bufinefs  from  the  fouthern  States, 
are  here  all  purfued  with  energy  and  fpirit.  The  enterprize  of 
the  merchants  of  this  place  is  equalled  by  nothing  but  their  indefati- 
'i;able  induftry  and  fevere  economy.  This  latter  virtue  forms  a  dif- 
tinguillwng  feature  in  the  charader  of  the  people  of  this  town.  Some 
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perfons  of  rank,  in  former  times,  having  carried  it  to  an  unbe- 
coming length,  gave  a  character  to  the  people  in  general  of  a  dif- 
graceful  parlimony.  But,  whcther^thia  reproach  was  ever  juftly 
applied  in  fo  extenfive  a  meafure  or  not,  nothing  can  be  more  inju- 
rious than  to  continue  it  at  the  prefent  time  ;  for  it  may  juftly  be 
faid  of  the  inhabitants  of  Salem  at  this  day,  that,  with  a  laudable  at- 
tention to  the  acquifition  of  property,  they  exhibit  a  public  fpirit 
arid  hofpitality,  alike  honourable  to  themfelves  and  their  country.  A 
general  plainneis  and  neatnefs  in  drefs,  buildings  and  equipage,  and 
a  certain  ftillnefs  and  gravity  of  manner,  perhaps  in  fome  degree 
peculiar  to  commercial  people,  diftinguifli  them  from  the  qkizens 
of  the  metropolis.  It  is  indeed  to  be  wiflied  that  the  fober  induftry 
here  fo  univerfally  pra(51:ifed,  may  become  more  extenfive  through 
%he  Union,  and  form  the  national  chara6ler  of  the  federal  Amc- 
.  ricans. 

Acourthoufe,  built  in  17S6,  at  the  joint  expenfe  of  the  county 
and  town,  forms  a  principal  ornament,  and  is  executed  in  a  ftyle  of 
architefture  that  would  add  to  the  elegance  of  any  city  in  the  Union. 
The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  holds  a  term  here  the  fecond  Tuelda/ 
of  November,  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  SefTions,  the  fe- 
-cond  Tuefday  of  March  and  September. 

A  manufactory  of  duck  and  fail  cloth  has  been  lately  inftitutcd 
here,  and  is  profccuted  with  much  fpirit. 

MARBLEHEAD. 

South-eaft  from  Salem,  and  four  miles  diflance  from  it,  in  the 
fame  county,  lies  Marblehead,  containing  one  epifcopal,  and  two 
congregational  churches,  befides  a  fmall  fociety  of  feparatifts.  The 
chief  attention  of  this  town  is  devoted  to  the  bank  fifhery,  and  more 
is  done  in  that  line  than  in  any  port  in  the  government.  The  late 
.  war  putting  a  total  Hop  to  this  bufinefs,  and  vail  numbere.  -of  the 
men  before  employed  in  it  being  loft  by  land  and  water,  the  peace 
found  thofe  who  furvived  in  circumftances  of  great  diftrefs.  Grqat 
exertions  were  made  to  revive  the  former  courfe  of  bufinefs,  and  it  is 
lamented  by  every  friend  to  induftry  and  the  profperity  of  the 
country,  that  thefe  exertions  have,  not  been  crowned  with  more  fuc- 
cefs  ;  every  thing  here  has  more  and  more  the  fymptoms  of  decay. 
The  great  number  of  widows  and  orphans  caufed  by  the  war,  and 
left  at  the  clofe  of  it  to  the  charge  of  the  town,  are  a  melancholy 
burthen  which  nothing  lefs  than  governmental  aid  can  relieve.    A 
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lottery  has  been  granted  by  the  legiflatUre  ftir  the  double  jJurpofe  of 
■  lefleiiing  the  weight  of  this  btirth^n,  arid  repairing  the  ifea  Wallj  which 
protects  the  harbour,  and  which  was  in  imminent  danger  of  giving 
>»ayf  to  the  great  detriment,  if  not  utter  ruin  of  the  port. 

A  peculiarity  obfervable  in  this,  as  well  as  other  fifliing  to^Vns^ 
tnay  be  worthy  mentioning;  The  fpring^  fummer,  and  autumn^ 
being  entirely  bccupied  in  the  laborious  purfiiit  of  their  employment^ 
leaves  no  time  for  amufement^  In  Wiititer,  every  thing  is  different* 
There  are  few  calls  to  labour^  and  all  are  devoted  to  mirth  and  jol-s^ 
lity.  A  continual  round  of  gaiety  arid  diffipation  occupies  the  filhcr- 
tnanS  time,  until  returning  fpring  calls  him  to  returning  labour^ 
Which  he  then  purfues  as  eagerly  as  he  did  juft  before  his  amuft- 
faientSb 

KEWBURT   ^ORtw 

Newbury  Port,  in  EiTex,  otiginally  part  of  Newbury,  from  Which 
its  incorporation  detached  it  in  1 764^  and  by  which,  and  Merri- 
mack river,  it  is  wholly  encircled,  is  perhaps  the  mdft  limited  in  its 
lextent  of  land,  of  any  townfliip  in  the  Commonwealth,  containing 
but,  about  fix  hundred  and  forty  acres.  Here  arc  four  houfes  for  pub* 

*  lie  worfhip,  viz.  one  Epifcopalian,  One  Prefbyterian,  and  two  Con-^ 
gregationai.  It  was  formerly  remarkable  for  the  number  of  vefTeli 
annually  built  here ;  but  fince  the  commencemerit  of  the  late  war^ 
this  bufinefs  has  in  a  g^eat  degree  failed^  and  no  nlanUfadure  of  con* 
&quence  has  yet  fupplied  its  places  The  continental  frigates,  the 
Boston  and  Hancock,  were  built  here,  befides  many  large  private 
armed  ihips,  during  the  war*  The  trade  to  the  Weft-Indies  is  carried 

'  on  here  with  much  fpirit  and  to  great  amount.  Large  quantities  of  rum 
feirc  diftilled,  which  is  principally  exported  to  the  fouthem  States. 
Some  veflelsare  employed  iti  the  freighting  bufinefs,  and  a  fevv  in  the 
fiftiery.  In  November,  1790,  there  were  owhed  in  this  port  fix 
fliips,  forty-five  brigantines,  thirty-nine  fchooners,  and  twenty-eight 
Hoops,  in  the  whole  eleven  thoufahd  eight  hundred  and  fevehty  tons* 
A  term  of  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  General  Seffions  is  held 
iicre  on  the  laft  Tuefday  in  September. 

i^swica. 

•Ipftfrich,  by  the  Indians  called  Agawam,  in  the  county  of  Efiejr, 

is  thirty-two  miles  N.  N.  E.  from  Bofton,   is  divided  into  five  pa* 

riihes.    An  excellent  fton^  bridge,  acrofs  Ipfwich  river,  compofed 

'  ©f  two  arches-^  with  one  folid  pier  in  the  bed  of  the  river^  connc6ts 

the 
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t'h6  two  parts  of  the  town,  aud  was  executed  under  the  direction  of 
the  late  Honourable  Judge  Choate,  in  a  ftyk  of  flrength  and  neat- 
nefs  hitherto  unequalled  irt  this  country.  This  was '  heretofore  a 
place  of  much  more  confideration  than  at  prefent.  Its  decline  is  at- 
tributed to  a  barred  harbour  and  fhoal  rivers.  Its  natural  fituation 
is  very  pleafant,  and  on  all  accounts  excellently  well  calculated  to  be 
a  large  manufadluring  town.  The  fupreme  judicial  court,  the 
courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Seffions,  are  held  here  once  in  a  year  ; 
and  from  its  central  fituation,*  appears  to  be  the  moft  convenient 
place,  for  all  the  courts  and  public  offices  of  the  county. 

CHARLESTON. 

Charlefton,-  called  by  the  aboriginal  inhabitants,  Mifhawum,  lies 
north  of  Bofton,  with  which  it  is  conneAed  by  Charles  river  bridge, 
and  is  tlie  principal  town  in  Middlefex  county.  The  town,  pro- 
perly  fo  called,  is  built  on  a  peninfula,  formed  by  Myftic  river,  on 
the  eaft,  and  a  bay,  fetting  up  from  Charles  river  on  the  weft.  It  is 
very  advantageoufly  fituated  for  health,*  navigation,  trade,  and  ma- 
nufactures of  almoft  all  the  various  kinds.  A  dam  acrofs  the  mouth 
of  the  bay,  which  fets  up  from  Charles  river,  weft  of  the  town, 
would  afford  a  great  number  of  mill  feats  for  manufadurers.  Bunker, 
Breed's,  and  Cobble,  now  Barrel's,  hills,  are  celebrated  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  American  Revolution ;  and  no  lefs  fo  for  the  elegant,and 
delightful  pro^eds  which  they  afford  of  Bofton,  and  its  charmingly 
variegated  harbour— of  Cambridge  and  its  colleges,  and  of  an  ex- 
tenfive  trad  of  highly  cultivated  country. 

The  deftru6Hon  of  this  town  by  the  Britifli,  in  1775,  we  have 
mentioned  in  the  hiftorical  Iketch  we  have  given  of  the  war.  Before 
its  deftru£tion,  feveral  branches  of  manufadures  were  carried  on  to 
great  advantage,  fomeof  which  have  been  fince  revived;  particu- 
larly the  manufacture  of  pot.and  pearl  a(h,  rum,  fliips,  leather  in  all 
its  branches,  filver,  tin,  brafs  and  pewter. 

CAMBRIDGE  AND   CONCORD. 

Thefe  are  the  moft  confiderable  inland  towns  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  the  former  is  four  miles  from  Bofton,  and  is  a  pleafant 
town,  and  the  feat  of  the  univerfity.    The  latter  is  nineteen  miles 

*  In  three  years,  ending  179Z,  cfehty  perfons  died,  nineteen  of  whom  were  upwards 
of  fixty  years  old  j  ten  were  upwards  of  feventy ;  four  upwards  ©f  eighty,  and  one 
ninety. 

Vot.H.  U  N.W. 
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N.  W-  6f  Bpfton,  and  is  alfo  a  plcafant,  healthy,  thriving  toWff* 
The  Provincial  Congrcfs  fat  in  Concord  in  1774,  and  the  general 
court  have  frequently  held  their  feffion^  here  when  contagious  difeafes 
hive  prevailed  in  the  capital.  This  town  is  rendered  famous  in  hif- 
tory  by  its  being  the  place  where  the  firfl  oppofition  was  made  to  the 
Britifti  troops,  on  the  memorable  19th  of  April,  1775.  The  public 
buildings  are,  a  congregational  church,  a  fpacious  fione  gaol,  the 
beft  in  New*England,  and  a  county  court  houfe*  The  town  is  ac- 
commodated with  three  handfome  bridges,  one  of  which  is  two  hun* 
drcd  and  eight  feet  long,  and  eighteen  feet  wide,  fupported  by  twelve 
piers,  built  after  the  manner  of  Charles  river  bridge ;  in  1791,  there 
were  one  thouiand  five  hundred  and  ninety  inhabitants  in  this  town, 
eighty  of  whom  were  upwards  of  fcventy  years  old.  For  thirteen 
years  paft,  the  average  number  of  deaths  has, been  fffven^eiJ,  one  in 
four  of  whon^  were  feventy  years  old  and  upwards. 

Plymouth,  the  principal  town  in  ,the  county  of  thc^  fame  name^  and 
the  capital  of  the  0I4  cojpny,  fp  called,  is  forty-two  miles  S.E.of 
BoHod,  and  contains  about  three  hundred  houfes.  Before  the  war,  the 
inhabitants  of  this  tovyn  employed  ninety. fail  of  veifels,^  chiefly  in  the 
fifliing  bufinefs.  But  in  the  courf<^  of  the  war,  they  were,  moftly 
taken  or  deftroyed  by  the  enenoy,  and  their  feamen  captured,  and 
many  of  the  inhabitants  reduced  to  indigence*  They  have  fince, 
tn  a  great  meafure^  emerged  from  their  diftre0*ed  ftate«  The  bar* 
bour  is  fpacious,  but  the  water  is  not  deep.  The  town  is  famous 
for  being  the  firft  place  fettled  by  the  pious  ancefion. of  the  New* 
Englanders,  in  1620. 

WORCESTER. 

Worcefter,  the  (hire  town  of  the  county  of  the  fame  name»  is  the 
largeft  inland  town  in  New-England,  and  is  fitu^ted  about  forty- 
feven  miles  weftward  of  Bofton.  The  public  buiWipgs  in  this  town, 
arc  two  congregational  churches,  a  court  houfc,  and  a  firong  fton^ 
gaol.  The  inhabitants  carry  on  a  large  inland  trade,  and  manu- 
fadure  pot  and  pearl  aih,  cotton  and  linen  goods,  befides  ibme 
other  articles. 

Printing,  in  its  various. branches,  is  carried  on  very  extenfively  in 

this  town,   by  Ifaiah  Thomas,   who,    in  the  year  1791,  carried 

through  his  prefleS  two  editions  of  the  Bible,  the  one  the  large  royal 

quarto,  theiirft  af  that  kind  publiihed  in  America,  the  other  a  large  ^ 
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folio,  with  fifty,  copper  plates,  befides  feveral. other  books  of  confc- 
quencc.  His  printing  apparatus  conlifts  of  ten  printing  prcffci, 
with  types  in  proportion ;  and  he  is  now  making  preparations  for  the 
printing  of  bibles  of  various  fnialler  kinds,  whjch  will  caufe  him  to 
make  a  great  addition  to  his  workd,  of  both  prelTes  and  types.  Tins 
printing  apparatus  is  now  the  Urged  in  America. 

On  Conne6ticut  river  in  the  county  of  Hampfhire,  there  arc  a 
number  of  very  pleafant  towns,  among  which  are  Springfield  and 
Hadley,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river;  Northampton,  Hatfield  and 
Deerfield  on  the  wefi.  Courts  are  held  in  all  thefe  places  in  their 
turn,  except  Hatfield.  Springfield  is  the  oldeft  of  thefe  towns, 
having  been  fettled  as  early  as  1636*  Its  publicbuildings  are  a  con* 
gregational  church,  court  houfe,  and  gaol.  A  large  proportion  of 
the  military  ftores  of  the  Commonwealth  are*  lodged  here,  Adezr 
meandring  brook  nms  through  the  town  from  north  to  ibuth,  and  . 
adds  much  to  its  beauty  and  pleafantnefs. 

Stockbridge,  Great  Barrington,  and  Lenox;  arfe  the  principal 
towns  in  Berkftiire  county,  and  lie  from  forty-five  to  fifty-milep 
W.  N.  W,  from  Springfield.  Befides  thefe,  there  arc  many  other  towns 
in  MafiTachufetts  that  are  in  a  rapid  flate  of  improvement,  to  enume- 
rate the  particulars  of  which  would  extend  this  work  far  beyond  the 
bounds  propofed.  A  pretty  correct  idea  of  their  magnitude  and  im- 
portance will,  however,  be  fprmed  by  the  following  accoupt  of 
their  population,'  trade,  &c, 

POPULATION, 

The  number  6f  inhabitants,  &c«  in  this  StatCi  according  to  the 
cenfus  taken  in  17909  was  as  follows ; 
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Colerain,    .    .    . 

229 

245 

348 

37^ 

.687 

II 

1417 
.   1116 

Worthington,     • 

181 

188 

Z87 

277 

547 

•  5 

Goftien,      •   .    . 

102 

103 

161 

185. 

3*7 

8 

6^^! 

Sheiburne,     •    . 

169 

184 

30Q 

55I 

598 

12 

ii8q 

Conway,     .   .    . 

306 

321 

500 

102 1 

•13 

.  2092 

Blandford,      .    . 

23  s 

•239 

345 

359 

703 

9 

1416 

Bernardfton, 

lOI 

108 

176 

172 

343 

691 

Leyden,    . .   .    . 

.150 

155 

108 

298 

481 

2 

III 

1119 
1183 

Charlemont, 

106 

no 

166 

173 

3*6 

Chcter,     .   .  • 

177 

187 

iiS$ 

30a 

5*7 

7 

Chellerfield,       • 

180 

190 

263 

3^7 

S8i 

2 

AMeld,    .   .    . 

»43 

261 

354 

369 

735 

I 

H59 

Southwick,      •  . 

123 

148 

215 

217 

397 

12 

841 

Norwich,    .   •    . 
Montgomery,    • 

126 
7a 

I2y 

74 

'87 

110 

z 

35* 
221 

4 
2 

74* 
449 

Cumington,   .    . 

9  to 

148 

237 

212 

419 

5 

1    873 

Plainiield,  •    ,    . 

81 

•85 

109 

120 

224 

5 

48 
608 

Mkldlefield,   .   . 

47 

lOI 

'55 

^73 

280 

Biickland,  •   •   . 

119 

124 

ill 

191 

363 

718 

Rowe,    .  *   .   . 

76 

79 

119 

122 

202         1 

4-^3 
379 
539 

Heath,    .   .   .   . 

58 

5^ 

86 

105 

188 

Plantation,  N0.7, 

88 

90 

f34 

r56 

249 

Deerfield,  .    .    , 

■181 

191 

354 

:      3^^ 

646 

24 

1330 

Springfield,    •    . 

238 

266 

415 

359 

787 

h 

1574 

Long  Meadow, 

119 

126 

^00 

182 

35^ 

6 

744 

Hadley,      .   »   . 

t3» 

H3 

240 

187 

436 

19 

882 

South.Hadley,  • 
Sunderland,   .   . 

"3 
73 

118 
74 

209 
123 

181 

lOI 

359 
*37 

io 

I 

512 

Montague,     ,    . 

150 

154 

£36 

217 

45 » 

k      a 

906 

Northfield,     .   • 

120 

122 

224 

224 

415 

J 

868 

WJlbraham,   ,    . 

223 

230 

382 

3V3 

755 

*5 

'555 

Ambferil,.  .   .  ,. 

176 

183 

-     335 

287 

609 

2 

itt'X 

Granby,     .    .    . 

93 

roo 

164 

154 

276 

2'      59^ 

Brimficld,  .   .   . 

'7^ 

,,78 

3i» 

309 

582 

2     1211 

South-Brimfielcl, 

98 

'99 

144 

17^ 

291 

606 

Holland,    •   •   • 

65 

66 

»iS 

97 

204 

" 

4*8| 

^52 


GENERAL    DESCHlPtlON 


HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 


«i 

"2  • 

-8 

J 

TOWNS. 

1 

o 

1 

0 

9 

1 

a  . 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

2" 

F 

1 

0 

1 

0 

» 

IS 

JZ5 

(is 

£ 

£ 

% 

H 

Ludlow,     .    .    . 

86 

94 

»34 

158 

266j      2 

560 

Monfon,    •   .   . 

1 88 

194 

336 

3H 

653-    18 

133' 

Palmer,      .    .    ♦ 

117 

125 

aiS 

186 

396     12 

809 

Belchertown,     . 

438 

^40 

370 

396 

1       r 
7 '3,      6 

1485 

Greenwich,    .   . 

'7' 

174 

271 

265 

504 

■     5 

104s 

PelhaiD,      •   .    . 

I  S3 

159 

446 

*77 

5'7 

1040 

Levcrett,    •   .   • 

86 

87 

iz6 

129 

a68 

I 

5*4 

Shutelbury,    ."  • 

H7 

117 

160 

196 

3'S 

3 

674 

Weadel,     .   •   . 

79 

80 

130 

H7 

242 

519 

Ware,     .   .   •   . 

116 

116 

189 

20$ 

378 

I 

773 

Warwick,  .    .   . 

176 

it9 

879 

308 

657 

2 

1246 

New  Salem,  •   . 

*S4 

261 

32° 

387 

765 

I 

1543 

Orange,     .   .   . 

117 

122 

186 

203 

3?S 

784 

9181 

9917 

15119 

1C012 

29099 

4SI 

59681 

P 

LYT 

^OU'] 

PH    C 

OUN 

TY. 

Plymouth,      .   . 

577 

749 

646 

1546 

S4 

299s 

Middleborough, 

802 

1166 

1050 

2286 

24 

4526 

Pembroke,      .    . 

341 

480 

433 

998 

.  43 

1954 

Carver,      •   ,    . 

150 

a  14 

214 

407 

12 

847 

Plympton,      •   . 

163 

*33 

220 

499 

,     .4 

956 

Halifax,     .    .   . 

124 

178 

155 

3*9 

2 

664 

Duxborough,     . 

,  258 

378 

322 

744 

10 

1457 

Wareham,      .    . 

135 

202 

ao8 

,  434 

10 

854 

Hanover,   .   .    • 

184 

268 

^3S 

546 

35 

1084 

'Abington,  •   .    . 

n" 

359 

339 

740 

»S 

I4S4 

Bridgeware  r. 

830 

1^53 

1 123 

2470 

129 

■^Vl 

Scituate,     .    .-  . 

i 

521 

692 

554 

IS4S 

65 

2856 

Marftifield,     •   . 

225 

386 

2.10 

645 

28 

1269 

Rochefter,      .    . 

442 

681 

605 

1304 

54 

2644 

Kingftoo,  .   •    . 

166 

261 

220 

SOS 

i8 

1004 

4244 

SI  73 

7500 

6534 

14998 

503 

,*953S 

OF   MASSACHUSETTS. 
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BRIST.OL    COUNTY. 


TOWNS. 

g 

i 

J 

.11 

1. 

4 
1 

'i 

1 

1 

1 

■2 

D 

3 

g  ^ 

« - 

g 

-m 

JS 

55 

521 

& 

& 

u: 

< 

H 

Taunton,   .   .  • 

538 

661 

9«4 

863 

1928 

90 

3804 

Norton,      •   ,   . 

19s 

245 

37<> 

309 

'  73<=> 

II 

1428 

Eafton,  •   .   .   . 

»o7 

261 

366 

379 

704 

17 

1466 

Mansfield,      .   . 

147 

^7S 

271 

198 

509 

.i 

983 

Attleborough,   . 

3H 

384 

566 

45 « 

1131 

2166 

Swanfea,    •   .    . 

246 

329 

430 

369 

913 

72 

1784 

Somcrfet,  .   .   . 

141 

189 

470 

434 

<85 

62 

.  i»Si 

Diglwon,    .   .   . 

;!♦ 

285 

416 

409 

879 

89 

1793 

Ravnham,      .   . 

197 

300 

2«2 

S43 

29 

1094 

Berkley,     .    .    . 

298 

139 

.     ai3 

179 

447 

II 

850 

Freetown,      .   . 

362 

S65 

♦^1 
536 

1117 

■  ss 

2202 

Weftport,  .   .    . 

3^ 

452 

615 

1259 

^l 

2466 

Darttnouth,   .   . 

39* 

448 

64c 
856 

<40 

1231 

2499 

New-Bedford,    . 

454 

832 

726 

1693 

38 

33«3 

Rehoboth,      .    . 

688 

1151 

1063 

H^i 

9» 

4710 

Ten  more         1 

houfes  reported  v 

10 

afterwards,       J 

4514 

5541 

79H 

6942 

16074 

729 

31709 

Bl 

IRN 

fSTA 

PLE 

COUI 

^TY. 

Barnftaple,     .    • 

481 

631 

623 

?3oi 
816 

II 

2610 

Falmouth,      ,   • 

217 

418 

3^S 

1637 

Safidwieli,      •   » 

a63 

460 

469 

1015 

47 

1991 

Yarmouth,     ,   . 

450 

651 

667 

13*7 

33 

2678 

Harwich,    •   •    . 

420 

S45 

503 

1243 

/ii 

^392 

Eaftham,    »   •   . 

311 

426 

43' 

974 

3 

1834 

Wellflcet,,.   .   . 

210 

301 

25a 

C62 

2 

1117 

Chatham,  .   .    . 

t 

196 

267 

292 

Hi 

3 

1140 

Truro,  ..... 

9^31 

3*4 

279 

586 

4 

1*93 

Province  Tjown 

9S 

H* 

99 

211 

2 

4S4 

Plantation  of    1 
Marlhpcp       J 

as 

35 

•    *7 

?* 

»74 

308 

'343 

1889 

4p90 

{  ¥>U 

865s 

UZi 

Jliii 

Voi.H. 


X 


DUKES 
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CEKERAL   DESClllt.TIOlt 


DUKES  AND  NANTUCKET  COUNTIES. 


TOWNS. 

1 

u 

e 

i 

i 

so 

-     M 

h 

1 
1 

•1 

i 
1 

M 

Total  of  each  town. 

Edi^aiton^  •   •   • 

aai 

336 

31^ 

682 

16 

»33* 

Tilbury,     •   .    . 

204 

a87 

•39 

609 

7 

1142 

Chilmaiic,      .   . 

»33 

1^9 

»S7 

405 

10 

771 

Nantucket        '\ 

County,  or      1 
Town  of 

- 

872 

"93 

101b 

2301 

no 

4620 

Sherburne,     J 

1013 

H30 

201$ 

m°' 

3997 

,43     7885 

W 

0R( 

:est 

ER    COUNTy. 

Worccftcr,     .  "^ 

3«» 

601' 

494 

■  949 

S« 

2095 

Ward,    .   .   . 

74 

128 

ii» 

227 

473 

Gerry,   •   .   • 

120 

X78 

i8s 

379 

I 

740 

Paxton,      •   • 

108 

140 

139 
»83 

271 

8 

839 

Boylftonc, 

HI 

ft26 

4'5 

'5 

Shrewlbury,  • 

156 

269 

S09 

473 

12 

^4i 

Achol,    •   •   . 

»33 

219 

»os 

4«9 

5 

New-Braintrec 

144 

^54 

188 

485 

14 

939 

Rutland,     •    •    » 

4978 

186 

^SJ 

a43 

526 

8 

1072 

Lcicefter,   .   • 

179 

a45 

537 

8 

■1Q76 

Barre,     •   •   • 

497 

426 

4<Ji 

748 

38 

1613 

Petcriham^     . 

30» 

397 

377 

781 

5 

1560 

Hoiden^     4   • 

,ao4 

.78 

267 

53« 

1077 

Sutton^  .   •   . 

6114 

67. 

662 

'% 

13 

2642 

Oakham,    •   . 

ns 

»9« 

197 

I 

77B 

Grafton^    *   •  _ 

162 

34« 

SIO 

421 

87* 

Berlin,    «   •   •   • 

81 

93 

IS9 

138 

'Ai 

Ji« 

Haravrick,     .  . 

*45 

ila 

460 

394 

»3 

1725 

Dudlgr,     i  .  . 
Dot^ufs,  •  •  . 
Sturbridge,   i  • 

*sg 

183 

S69 

478 

557 

12 

1114 

x6s 

*0<5 

3&7 

ft64 

548 

1079 

aii 

263 

445 

400 

855 

4 

1704 

Wcftern,    .   *   . 

i»4 

14^ 

m 

227 

414 

II 

899 

Brookfield,     *   • 

438 

504 

784 

762 

J  547 

? 

3106 

Charlton,  .   .   . 

i^i 

344 

5M 

490 

til 

487 

a 

1965 

Speticer,     *   .   * 
Oxford,     .   .   • 

■   *9» 
14^ 

S18 

338 

»7a 

.    3 '6 

•36 

6 

5 

13** 
1600 

Uxbridge,      .   , 

-179 

344 

3" 

636 

17 

1308 

Mcndoo,    •   .  • 

ftsa 

265 

-     388 

369 

795 

.3 

»S55 

OP   MASSACHUSETTS, 


US 


WORCESTER  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 


TOWNS. 

1 

i 

1 

s 

J  white  males  of  16 
ears  and  upwards. 

1 

h 

1 

1 
1 

al  of  each  town. 

9 

3 

8  ^ 

«•*. 

g 

7~» 

% 

« 

2 

& 

£ 

.  £ 

^ 

H 

Upton,  .   •   •  • . 

^t 

155 

ftXI 

199 

ir, 

29 

833 

Northbriilgc,     • 

'37 

140 

5 

569 
839 

Milford,     .   .   • 

»3$ 

164 

^2'S 

'75 

4*7 

12 

Gardner,    •   •   • 

8S 

90 

111 

156 

»53 

I 

S3« 

Tn  tbegoread-' 
joining  Oxford^ 

33 

39 

S3 

61 

123 

*37 

In  the  gore  ad- 

joining Stur-     ' 

lO 

10 

«5 

30 

«9 

64 

bridge. 

Lancafter,      •   . 

»i4 

«57 

387 

3'3 

737 

*3 

1460 

Sterling,     •   .   . 

;?s 

t48 

377 

S^-i 

687 
716 

H 

1428 

Harvard,    •   •   • 

«49 

36^ 

2§8 

II 

1387 

Lunenburgh,     . 

i9» 

««9 

302 

310 

663 

2 

i»77 

Leominfter,   •   . 

i66 

190 

314 

»54 

613 

8 

1 189 

Fitchburgh,  .    . 
Weftminfter,     . 

i66 

181 

265 

30"? 

58s 

I 

iiji 

177 

'9S 

3io 

"77 

585 

4 

1176 

Royaldon,      •   • 

i66 

i9« 

'11 

aS2 

571 

2 

1 130 

Princeton,      •   . 

144 

'59 

»5i 

504 

3 

1016 

Afhburnham,    . 

146 

i6i 

212 

SOI 

469 

9 

951 

Winchendon,    • 

149 

'S8 

*39 

850 

455 

4 

946 

Tcmplcton^   .   . 

'34 

152 

232 

330 

493 

950 

Hubbarfton,  •   • 

'38 

'54 

221 

»57 

440 

15 

m 

Bolton,  .   •   •   • 

12; 

.48 

238 

173 

44» 

Weftborough,    . 

118 

144 

240 

,358 

43a 

933 

Southborough,  . 

1*4 

'54 

20^ 

189 

449 

837 

Northborough, 

88 

lOI 

i6i 

'5* 

302 

6r9 

In  the  gore  ad- ^ 

joining  Leo-    > 

4 

4 

S 

10 

12 

27 

minfter,    • 

In  the  gore  ad-  ^ 

joining  Fitch-   • 

ft 

a 

2 

6 

6 

14 

burgh,      .      ^ 

In  the  gore  ad-1 

adjoining          * 

4 

i 

S 

6 

15 

£6 

Princctown,  J 

8613 

97«9 

14615 

'3679 

28104 

409 

56807 

X  » 


BERKi- 


is6 


GENERAL   DESCRIPTION 


BERKSHIRE    COUNTY. 


« 

i! 

%4 

1 

3 

^ 

i 

<2 

c 

TOWNS. 

J 

^ 

1 

1 

"a 

D 

s  "3 

*A    u; 

s 

Z 

i 

1 

,-  = 
1^ 

11. 
1- 

1 

Stockbridgc, 

198 

311 

333 

639 

64 

'33<» 

WeilSmckbridge 

1 78 

260 

298 

S45 

10 

1113 

Lee,    ,    ...    , 

ao.3 

a  86 

310 

57' 

3 

1170 

Becket,   .    ,   .    , 

127 

"95 

1S7 

36a 

7 

75 » 

LondoDj     -    .    - 

62 

9a 

8+ 

.64, 

344 

Tyrington,    .    . 

836 

337 

368 

683 

? 

'397 

Great  Barriiigton 

331 

318 

335 

664. 

46 

'373 

Alford,    .    ,    .    , 

98 

142 

'73 

262 

577 

Egremont,      .    * 

IZS 

187 

191 

376 

5 

759 

MoimtWath-  1 
ington,     -       J 

43 

S7 

78 

136 

361 

Sheffield,    .    .    - 

330 

470 

463 

934 

3« 

1899 

NevV'Madbo-    "1 
rough,      .       J 

aS3 

395 

400 

74* 

'3 

IJSO 

Sandiafield,    *    . 

358 

73 

380 

810 

9 

1581 

Beihlehem,     .    . 

48 

62 

3S2 

»*S 

I 

361 

South  1  looo 

acreB  adjoin-     > 

37 

37 

43 

8t 

161 

ingSandisfidd  J 
Boffoii  Corner  ■ 

adjoining 
Mount  Waili- 

la 

n 

31 

2i 

67 

ington,      -      J 

Lancibo rough,  , 

346 

512 

547 

1058 

'5 

2142 

Adjms,  .    .    ,    , 

3*S 

473 

560 

1003 

4 

2040 

Putsfidd,    .    .    - 

3>^ 

494 

496 

957 

45 

1991 

VVilliamftowr,    , 

370 

445 

454; 

fi6j 

5 

1769 

Richmond,     ,    , 

17& 

336 

291 

634 

4 

J  too 

Lrnox,    .    -    .    • 

:8i 

279 

^99 

574 

»7 

Hiincock,    p    ,    . 

lyo 

297 

3^5 

58b 

I 

1211 

Partridgtheld,    - 

17s 

2£;o 

279 

500 

3 

1041 

Windfor,    -    *    . 

15', 

222 

*33 

454 

7 

9.6 

Waibington, 

.96 

H3 

160 

a83 

a 

568, 

Dahon,  .    .    ,    , 

94 

129 

13+ 

383 

8 

554 

New-Afliford,    . 

78 

92 

126 

340 

a 

460 

In  the  gore  ad-1 

joiningAdams  > 

731 

102 

121 

191 

II 

425 

and  Windfor,  J 

1 

- 

OF,  MASSACHUSETTS. 
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BERKSHIRE  COXJNTY, 

CONTINUED. 

TOWNS. 

1. 

i 

B 

•si 

St 

^ 

1 

§ 
1 

i 

3 

s 

Ji- 

'£ 
> 

s 

i 

^ 
1 

55 

^ 

£ 

ll: 

tk 

< 

H 

In  the  gore  ad- 1 

joining  Wil-    > 

7 

8 

ss 

21 

51 

liamftown,      J 

Zoar^aplantation 

12 

12 

16 

22 

42 

78 

K76 

4899 

7366 

7793 

14809 

3>3 

30291 

SUMMARY  OF    POPULATION. 

:5 

^0      . 

1 

g 

^ 

J 

1 

1 

|S. 

1 

i 

1 

2 

1 

•s 

ii 

(1 

1^ 

*s 

J 

1 

M 

i 

1 

ts 

Id 

1 

*S 

1 

§ 

?^ 

p^ 

s 

0 

'i 

z 

^ 

s; 

b 

£ 

bh 

% 

^ 

SufFolkCounty 

*3 

635 

?  8038 

II371 

9334 

23II4 

lOCfi 

880 

44875 

EiTexdo.    .   . 

2Z 

764. 

^ 10883 

14*63 

11502 
9606 

30208 

579^3 

Middlefcx  do.. 

41 

S99J 
918 

J  7S8o 

1 1040 

21494 

';97 

4*737 

Hampfliiredo. 

6o 

I  9617 

15119 

15012 

29099 

45' 

59681 

Plymouth  do. 

»? 

4a4( 

>  S»73 

7500 

<>S34 

14998 

S03 

*9535 

Briftol  do.     . 

'i 

4t;u 

t   ?Hi 

7964 

6942 

16074 

729 

31709 

Barnftable  do. 

lO 

^34/ 

>  1889 

.4200 

4097 

8685 

■37* 

17354 

Dukes  do.      . 
Nantucket  do; 

1} 

1013 

'  \lf- 

8^3 

."93 

I  J^oit 

I1696 

I  *30« 

/  33 
no 

7885 

Worcefter  do. 

w 

86i^ 

i  97*9 

14615 

13679  28104 

409 

56807 

Berkfhire  do. 

i6 

447^ 

54377 

>  489? 

7366 

7793    14809 

3*3 

30291 

l^ 

65779I  9S4S3 

87289  1^0582 

5463 

378787 

From 


t£S  GEMB1.AL   DESCRIPTIOK 

From  the  fbre|;oiog  account  of  the  population  of  this  State,  it  ap« 
pears  to  its  honour,  that  it  ddes  not  <:oiitaiii  a  fingk  iknre. 

The  population  of  this  State  is  rapidly  on  the  increafe,  and  we 
liave  eveiy  reafon  to  believe,  that  were  a  fieih  eenfus  to  be  taken,,  the 
total  amount  of  the  inhabitants  wouM  be  found  to  be  near  threo 
hundred  and  ninety  thoufand. 

MILITARY  STRENGTtt 

From  a  view  of  the  foregoing  number  of  inhabitants,  it  is  brideot 
that  in  cafes  of  emergency,  thii  State  can  bripg  a  very  large  mibttrx 
force  into  aiStion,  more  efpeciatly  when  it  is  confidered  that  their 
t^ive  militia  is  compofed  of  all  the  able-bodied,  white  male  citi^ena 
from  fixteen  to  forty  years  of  age,  excepting  officers  of  government^ 
and  thofe  who  have  held  commTffions,  &c.  The  whole  is  com« 
pletely  armed  and  organized,  and  is  formed  into  nine  divifions,  each 
commanded  by  a  inajor*general ;  nineteen  brigades,  confifting  of  fe* 
Venty-nine  regiments  of  infantry ;  eleven  battalions  of  cavalry,  aad 
eight  battalions  of  artillery ;  together  forming  a  well-regulated  body  of 
more  than  fifty  thoufand  infsintry,  two  thoufand  cavalry,  and  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  artillery  men,  with  fixty  pieces  of  field  artil- 
Icryi  This  aftive  military  corps  is  affembled  by  companies  for  dif« 
tipline,  in  their  refpe6tive  (Mri^s,  four  times  a  year  ^  and  once  a 
year  by  regiments  or  brigades ;  at  which  time  they  are  reviewed  and 
infpe£ted. 

Befides  the  miUtary  flrength  above  mentioned,  which  may  be 
confidered  as  the  a£tive  militia  of  the  State,  there  are  enrolled  about 
twenty-five  thoufand  men,  from  forty  to  fixty  years  of  age,  who  arc 
obliged  always  to  keep  themfeWes  completely  armed ;  and  they  are 
required,  under  penalty  by  law,  to  exhibit  then-  arms  once  a  year  tO( 
their  refpedive  captains,  who  make  returns  thereof*  This  laft  corpa 
is  called  the  alarm  lid,  and  may  be  properly  difUnguifhed  as  th^ 
Cfirps  de  Referve  of  the  Commonwealth. 

RELIGION,  CHARACTER,  AND  MANNERS. 
The  religion  of  this  State  or  Commonwealth  is  eflabliftied,  b)r 
their  excellent  conftitution,  on  a  mofl  liberal  and  tolerant  plan.  All 
perfons  of  whatever  religious  profeffion  or  fentiroents,  may  worfhip 
God  agreeably  to  the  didtates  of  their  own  confciences,  unmolefte^, 
provided  they  do  not  difturb  the  peace. 

The 
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The  fbllowing  fiatement  ihews  what  are  the  feveral  religious  de« 
nominations  \a  tbis^  $t9te»  9Ad  their  proportiooal  numbers,  agreeable 
to  the  forcing  cenfus. 


Deaominations. 

Number  of 

Suppofed  number  of 

Congregations. 

each  denomination. 

Cbngregationalifts, 

400 

287,600 

Baptiils» 

84 

63,296 

£pfcQpaIiaii% 

.           .           16 

i4ft04 

Friends  or  Qiiakers, 

20 

'  7»940 

Prefbjrterigns, 

•          .          4        • 

,3.76s 

Univerfaliib,        • 

a  ' 

i,3«8 

Roman  Catholics, 

z 

694 

Total  517  .      378,7^7 

In  this  ftatement,  it  is  ibppofed  that  all  the  inhabitants  in  the  State 
•onfider  themfelves  as  belonging  to*  one  or  the*  other  of  the  religious 
deoominations  mentioned. 

Although  this  may  not  be  an  exad  apportionment  of  the  different 
&ds,  yet  it  is  perhaps  as  accurate  as  the  nature  of  the  fubje^  will 
allow,  and  fufficient  to  give  a  general  idea  of  the  proportion  whkb 
the  feveral  denominations  bear  to  each  other. 

The  number  of  congregational  churches  ih  17499  was  two  hun* 
dred  and  fifty. 

In  1760,  the  number  oT  inhabitants  in  this  State  was  about  two 
hundred  and  iixty-eight  thoufand  efght  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the 
proportion  of  the  k&i  was  then  nearly  as  follows,  viz. 

Scfts.  Congregations.       5uppofcd  number  of 

fouls  of  each  fe^ 

Congregationalifl^,  '•         •         306  •  225,426 

Friends  meetings,    <  ' .         • '           22  .  16,192 

Baptiits,        .         •  .     *    •         20  •-  149723 

Epifcopalians,        •  .  '       ^         13  •  9^568 

Preibyterians,        .  *  •         .4  •  ^>944 


■  Total  365  268,850 

The  chamber  and  manners  of  the  people  of  this  State  are,  as  has 
been  defcribed  in  the  general  account  of  New-England.* 

*  Sec  pages  13  to  17, 

COM- 
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COMMERCE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

The  following  abftra6t  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  ex* 
ported  from  this  State,  from  the  firft  of  Oftobcr,  1790,  to  the  31ft 
of  September,  i79r,  will  give  the  beft  idea  of  the  articles  of  expoirt 
from  this  State. 

EXPORTS /r£F«  Massachusetts,  fromOBolcrt^  x'lcps  to  Bep^ 
temier^if  1791. 
Aril,  Pot  .  . 

— — ,Pearl 

Apples  •  • 

Bricks  •  ». 

Smithes  bellows  *    . 

Boats 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter,  . 

Boots  •  • 

ft-imilone  •  • 

Blacking  or  Lampblack,  • 

Cider 

*       •  •  •  • 

Chalk 

Cotton  •  •  • 

Coffee  •  •  • 

Cocoa  9  • 

Chocolate        *  .  . 

Candles-^Mynle 
-     -    i     Wax 

>.^^ -Tallow 

Cables  and  cordage  • 


Copper-^^xt  .  • 

.  Manufactured        .  • 

Coals  •  •  • 

Cranberries 

Canes  and  walking^fticks  • 

Cards,  cotton  and  wool    '  • 

Coaches,  chaifes,  phaetons,  « 

Cards 


783 

tons 

I. '59, 

do< 

'.131 

brrls. 

330.*S«> 

s 

-    pair* 

7S 

15.53* 

gal. 

339 

pairs 

3,a8o 

lbs. 

158 

kegs 

49K 

brrls* 

310 

doz. 

10 

tons 

i3>37i 

lbs. 

68,04+ 

do. 

3,804 

do. 

33' 

boxes 

348 

do* 

169 

do. 

I,  ip6 

do. 

3* 

tons 

18 

cwt. 

16 

coils 

so 

cwt. 

1,480 

do. 

1,548 

bufhels 

688 

do. 

96 

as 

doz. 

16 

6f  1^iASsAcHusEtts. 

kxfOKtsfrm  MASsACHVSETts,  cwttnutd; 


i6i 


Carts  and  waggons           «                i 

4 

buck,  Ainericah                •            • 

288 

bolu 

Drxf^j— ^Glauber  Salts        •            i 

i  if  220 

IbSi 

SaiTafras  root           i            • 

17 

ton« 

Eartben-ware'^H^VLovr^  of  queen's 

92 

crates 

Stobe          ■'.            .               i 

^i 

doz. 

iFlaxfeed              i            • 

6,o;6 

hhdsi 

Flax               i                i            k 

.    a,^60 

lbs. 

i^eatheris               »                * 

100 

do« 

.    Flints               .              i     .      i 

40,000 

frames  *^BoatJJ                 i               ; 

10 

*— ^Hoiifes                *                 « 

i8d 

3<> 

Houfeboid furniture^ 

Tables            44             * 

37 

i)e(ks                *                4 

^3 

Bureaus           «            4            « 

i6 

'# 

Sophas            4             4              • 

S 

Chefts                4                 4 

70s 

Windfof  and  tiifli  ctiairS            * 

54 

Pi/hertes — ^Fifh  dried    *       •             4 

326,560 

cwh 

l^itto  pickled               4 

20,177 

brrlsi 

Ofl;  Whale            4                4 

270,8(0 

gal. 

Oil^  Spennaceti             4 

70,266 

do. 

Spermaceti  Candles               4 

2,927 

boxei 

Whalebone            »                4 

85,i6i 

lbs. 

Gehiing             4                4             4 

3*096 

do. 

Grindliones               4                * 

104 

Gia/s^Wzrt            .               4             4 

21 

crates 

Window                4                 4 

H 

boxes 

Groceries — Caflia  and  cinnamon 

iji?^ 

lbs. 

Pimento                •                 « 

5»S5J 

do. 

Pepper               .                  4 

92 

do. 

Brown  fugar            4                • 

3>904 

do. 

Raifins               4            44 

xoo 

dot 

Grain  and  put/e**^ 

Wh«            .              4             . 

.  54 

bufh. 

Rye 

*;3So 

do. 

Barley           4                4            4 

3« 

do. 

VoL.n.                       y 

Exports 

i6z 
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Exfottifrom  Massachusetts, 

continued. 

Grain  andpul/e — ^Indian  cota 

69,064 

bufli. 

Oats 

447 

do. 

Peas  and  beans            .       '      . 

3»746 

do.. 

Horns  and  horntips            .            . 

71,281 

Hats                .                 .             , 

376 

A 

Hops                . 

650 

lbs. 

Hay            *.             •'           .             . 

63 

tons 

Iron-wrougif-^Ax^^            •                 , 

662 

Scythes' 

48 

Lock»  aud  bolts 

»,ooo 

Shovels                .                  • 

147 

Skimmers  ana  ladles                 • 

H 

pr. 

Anchors                •                    t 

66 

Mu(&ets            ^90 

6a 

CutlalTes 

^^ 

Knivfes  and  forks            .             • 

240 

Chefts  of  carpenter's  tools 

4 

Iren-caft^^VoU,  kettles,  &c»                 • 

702^ 

Ganrton                .             *       .      * 

*J 

Shot  for  canncftf        *   •      . 

1,000 

Iron  the  ton^^Yig             $                   • 

173I 

tontf 

*  Bar                .             .^ 

36.1 

8  do-. 

Nail  rodis            ,             «             « 

r 

do.  I 

Hoops            V                .       *     . 

I 

^do. 

Indigo                .             .       '       * 

1,138 

lbs. 

Leather,  tanned  and  drefled            ^ 

1,0^40 

do. 

'                                      * 

^9 
436 

fidftit 

Lime            *                •            '    • 

uuca 

bufii* 

Shot                0            0                • 

«»SJ3 

lbs. 

JLiveJiock 

Horried  cattle               *              * 

652 

Horfe*               •             •.       .      . 

3»+ 

Sheep            •             •             « 

5,140 

Hogs            .             •              • 

6i9» 

Poultry    .        .             r             • 

999 

doz. 

Merthandize,  foreignr                           •   . 

^79 

packages 

Molafles            .             *             * 

11,4*1 

ga!. 

•Millftones 

40 

Muilard               »             •             • 

760 

lbs. 
ExpoIlts 
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,  ctntinued. 

Madder 

'.034 

lbs. 

NaiU             .              .               . 

20,000 

do. 

Nankecnt           .             . 

3.S94 

pieces 

Nuts               .               .               / 

69* 

bufh^ 

Naval  fiofes—Vitch 

5S* 

brris. 

Tar 

8,8*4 

do. 

Turpentine 

4.a66 

do. 

Rofin           • 

«3 

do* 

CilyLinfeed            •            •             • 

90 

gal. 

Powder,  Gun               .                 • 

J3.814 

lbs. 

Hair 

166 

do. 

Pomatum           •            • 

4S 

do. 

Paints 

840 

do.        ' 

Provifians-^Kice              .               • 

810 

'  tierces 

Flour            • 

ai,a36 

Ibt. 

Ship  ftuff               .                 p 

!H4 

do. 

Indian  meal            •                • 

7,000 

blbr. 

fiyc  ditto                •                 • 

*.s* 

do. 

Bread                ,                  • 

a,a85 

dp. 

Beef               ,                  , 

30.499 

do. 

Pork                 .                   ♦ 

3. '74 

do. 

Crackers               •                p 

i,8iz 

Iwgs 

.  Hams  and  bacon        f 

3^*946 

lbs. 

Venifon  and  mutton  hams        • 

koo 

do. 

Cheefc               p            '   p 

•3.ISS 

do. 

Lard           •               # 

4,860 

do. 

Butter               p 

3.873 

firkins 

Saufage^               •                « 

afo 

bib?. 

Frefh  beef 

9»,»69 

do. 

«9.334 

do. 

Carcafes  of  mutltoij                 f 

S6i 

Neats  tonnes       '     •             • 

»S4 

lbs. 

.  Oyfters,  pickled            t             » 

.  ai4 

kegs 

Potatoes            • 

3,808 

bull}. 

Onions               #               • 

5.497 

do, 

Spirits — ^Rum,  Americaa           • 

a98.357 

gal. 

f  Wcftlndi%a 

^.734 

do* 

Brandy            •             ♦             » 

188 

do. 

Gin           •            ,             , 

»»"3 

cafes 

V^ 

Ea^FpjiTi 

?64 
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Exports /rvM  Massachusetts 

^  cmlnued. 

Spirin — Cordials 

• 

69 

«afie» 

Wi^ry— Saddles  and  bridles 

f 

70 

Carriage  bameft 

. 

H 

fett 

Shoes            • 

« 

3.400 

purt 

Soap 

• 

479 

boxes 

Snuff              •                , 

1 

».939 

lbs. 

Steel               •                • 

f 

»7 

buo4Ie« 

Spruce,  Effence  of              • 

• 

3« 

cafiM 

Salt               .                . 

t 

3.647 

buih. 

Seeds,  Hay                  • 

f 

60 

lb., 

Skins  andfitrs-'^ 

Morocco 

f 

»3* 

Calf  in  hair           • 

* 

«90 

Deer  and  mooie 

« 

^ 

Bears,  &c. 

• 

U 

Deer  and  other  Adas  unknown 

-     »'{l 

packajjes 

Tobaccp              , 

\ 

i>i9« 

.hhdi. 

pitto,  njanufafturecl            • 

f 

71,108 

l\a. 

Tallow            .            . 

! 

«75,64i 

do. 

Twine             .              , 

• 

1,906 

cwt. 

Tow  cloth           • 

% 

4.S48 

yatds 

Toys  forpbildren 

f 

"i 

doz. 

Tin  manufa^urcd           • 

• 

*4 

do. 

7!?«>— Bohea           •            ^ 

« 

H 

cteiH 

Souchong               » 

9 

io8| 

do. 

Qreen               • 

» 

178 

do. 

Hyfoa           f            • 

• 

6»8§ 

do. 

Vinegar           ^                •. 

f 

ji,098 

gal. 

Wines — ^Madeira               ^ 

• 

4,6«» 

do: 

Other  wine9         ^  » 

» 

3.940 

do. 

Bottled               , 

! 

6 

doZf 

Wax,  Bees               . 

! 

;o,»S4 

ib$.- 

^r— Myrtl?          f           r 

• 

1,946 

do. 

Whips              •            • 

t 

144 

^«»<^^^Stayes  and  headings 

5,456,041 

\ 

Shingles 

♦ 

w,3a5,6oo 

Shooksando^s 

m 

49,895 

J^*?               f 

t 

i5,S0a 

fXfOIlT^ 
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ExroRTs  frwn  Massachusetts,  cmlnued^ 

XF^^— Hoops  and  hop-poles 

511,764. 

Mails 

219 

Bowfprits 

4* 

Booms 

74- 

Spars                •                  • 

3»*43 

Handfpikes 

i3>ia^ 

Pumps                « 

«3 

Boxes  and  Irrakes 

56 

Blocks 

S,i6* 

Oars  and  rafters            •            , 

33»9*o 

Trunnels            •             • 

35*905 

Cedar  and  oak  knees            • 

1,051 

Carvings 

13 

Anchor-ftocks 

375 

Oak  boards  and  planks 

568,565 

feet 

Fine  boards  and  planks, 

21,136,101 

do. 

Other  do. 

3,448,369 

do. 

Scantling            •             • 

516,681 

Oak  and  pine  timber 

68,238 

Oak  and  pine  do. 

13^3^6 

tODS 

Oak  pine 

6*436 

pieces 

Oak,  pi«e,  and  hick'iy 

494 

cords 

Oak  bark 

'3 

do. 

Oak  ditto  ground 

6 

hhds. 

Maft  hoops            • 

no 

doz. 

Yokes  for  oxen 

96 

Befides  a  variety  of  fmaller  articles. 

Value  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  1       Dolls. 

Ct. 

exported  in  the  above-mentioned  year        J  2,445,975,    53 

It  flQuft  be  noted^  that  the  foregoing  abftrad  comprehends  thofe  ar- 
ticle§  only  \yhich  wer*  exported  to  foreign  ports ;  the  domeftic  trade 
is  not  taken  into  the  account.  Shoes,  cards,  hats,  faddlery,  and  va« 
rious  other  manufactures,  and  feveral  articles  of  produce  of  the 
/country,  to  a  great  amount,  were  the  fame  year  exported  to  the 
Southern  States. 

This  State  owns  more  than  three  times  as  many  tons  of  ihipping 
tA  any  other  of  the  Sutes,  and  more  than  one  third  part  of  the  whole 

thai 
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that  belongs  to  the  United  States.*  At  this  period  upwards  of  thirty* 
five  thoufand  tons  are  employed  in  carrying  on  the  frftieries  ;  fifty-fix 
thoufand  in  the  coafting  bullnefs,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
fand five  hundred  and  lixty  in  trading  with  almoK  all  parts  of  the 
world.  Pot  and  pearl  afbes,  flaves^  flax-feed,  bees-wax,  &c.  arc 
carried  chiefly  to  Great-Britain,  in  remittance  for  their  manufafturcs; 
mails  and  provifions  to  the  Eafl-Indies ;  filb,  oil,  beefy  pork,  lumbcTt 
candles,  &c.  are  carried  to  the  Weft-Indies,  fof  their  produce  ;  and 
the  two  firft  articles,  fifli  and  oif,  to  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal  ; 
roots,  vegetable's,  fruits,  and  fmall  meats,  to  Nova-Scotia  and  New- 
Bninfwick;  hats,  faddle'ry,  cabinet-work,  men's  and  women's 
<Iio€s,  nails,  tow-cloth,  barley,  hops,  butter,  cheefe,  &c.  to  the 
fouthern  States.  The  Negro  trade  was  prohibited  by  law  in  1778, 
and  there  is  not,  as  before  obferved,  a  {ingle JIave  belonging  to  thd 
Commonwealth. 

With  regard  to  manufactures,  if  we  except  printing  types,  done 
^'ares,  pitch,  tar  and  turpentine,  and  wine,  moft,  if  not  all  the  other 
articles  enumerated  in  the  preceding  pages,  are  manufadturcd  in  a 
greater  or  left  degi'ee  in  this  State.  There  is  a  duck  manufaftory  at 
Bofton,  from  which  more  than  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  bolts,  of 
forty  yards  each,  ibid  to  be  the  beft  duck  ever  before  feen  in  Ame* 
rica,  have  been  fold  in  one  year.  Manufaftories  of  this  kind  have 
been  begun  in  Salem,  Haverhill,  and  Springfield,  and  arc  in  a  pro* 
niifing  way.  Manufactories  of  cotton  goods  have  been  eftablifhcd  at 
Beverley  and  Worccfter ;  and  much  credit  is  due  to  the  patriotic  cba- 
raCVers  who  began  them ;  although  by  their  perfevering  exertions, 
they  have  not  been  able  to  furmount  the  various  obftacle$  in  thp  way 
of  fuccefs.  .At  Taunton,  Bridgewater,  Middleborough,  and  feme 
other  places,  nails  have  been  made  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  prevent, 
in  a  great  meafure,  the  importation  of  them  from  Britain.  In  this  State 
there  are  thirteen  paper  mills,  five  on  Neponfet  river,  five  on  Charles 
rjv^r,  oi>e  at  Andover,  on  Shawiheen  river,  one  at  Springfield,  aftd 
the  other  at  Sutton,  in  Worcefter  county.  Ten  of  thefe  mills  have 
two  vats  each,  and  when  in  action,  employ  ten  men,  and  as  many 
^irls  and  boys,  and  produce  at  the  rate  of  fixty  thoufand  reams  of 
writing,  printing,  and  wrapping  paper,  annually.  It  is  eftimated 
that  twenty  thoufand  pouad3  worth  'of  paper  is  yearly  made  by 
thefe  mills  j  and  the  quantity  and  quality  is  annually  and  rapidly  i^- 
cr^afing, 

'^  Sec  page  S79,  voj.  >• 

The 
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The  principal  card  manufactory  is  in  Bofton,  and  belongs  to  Mr, 
Giles  Richards,  and  Co.  in  which  are  made  yearly  about  feven  thou* 
iand  dozen  of  cotton  and  wool  cards,  of  the  various  kinds  or  nuni- 
bers,  which  confume  about  a  hundred  calks  of  wire,  averaged  at 
thirty  pounds  a  caik,  and  about  twenty  thoufand  tanned  calf,  flieep, 
and  iamb  Ikins,  at  two  fliillings  each.  Theftickingofthefe  cards 
employs  not  )efs  than  one  thoufand  people,  chiefly  children,  and 
about  fixty  men  are  fiilly  occupied  in  manufacturing  card  boards,  card 
tacks,  and  flnilhing  the  cards.  It  is  edimated  that  about  two 
thoufand  dozen  cards  are  made  at  the  other  manufactories  m  dif« 
ferent  parts  of  the  State. 

There  is  a  flioe  manufeSory  at  Lynn,  eight  miles  to  the  north- 
ward  of  BeAon,  in  the  county  of  Eflex.  It  is  not  eafy  to  fix  the 
number  of  flioes  annually  made  by  the  induflrious  inhabitants  of 
this  town,  but  it  has  been  eftimatcd  by  thofe  mofl  competent  to  form 
an  accurate  judgment,  that,  befides  the  home  confumption,  and  the 
large  numbers  fent  every  week  to  Boflon  and  other  places,  feverai 
hundred  thoufand  pair  are  Ihipped  to  the  different  parts  of  the  United 
States.  One  man,  Mr.  B.  Johnfon,  from  his  own  workfhop,  in 
the  courfe  of  feven  months,  fliipped  twenty  thoufand  fix  hundred 
pair  of  fhoes,  valued  at  four  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine  pounds  fix  fhillings,  exclufive  of  large  numbers  fold  in  the  vi- 
cinity. 

Silk  and  thread  lace,  of  an  elegant  texture,  are  manufactured  by 
women  and  cbildi'en,  in  large  quantities,  in  the  town  of  Ipfwich,  in 
Eflex  county,  and  lold  for'  home  confumption  and  exportation  in 
Bofton,  and  other  mercantile  towns.  This  manufactory,  improperly 
regulated  and  encouraged,  might  l)e  productive  of  great  and  exteu . 
five  advantages.  In  the  year  1790,  no  lefs  than  forty-one  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  feventy-nine  yards  were  made  in  this  town ; 
and  the  quantity,  it  is  fuppofed,  has  fince  been  confiderably  increafed. 

A  wire  manufactory  has  lately  been  ereCled  at  a  confiderable  ex- 
pence  in  Dedham,  in  Suffolk  county,  for  the  purpofe  of  di-awing 
wire  for  the  ufe  of  the  fifli-hook  and  card  manufacturers  in  Boflon. 
The  efTays  which  have  already  been  made  promife  fticcefs. 

Thcr^  are  feverai  fnuff",  oil,  chocolate,  and  powder  mills  m  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  State ;  and  a  number  of  iron  works  and  flitting 
mills.  Thofe  in  the  towns  of  Middleborough,  Bridgwater,  Taun- 
ton, Attlebofough,  Stoughton,  and  that  neighbourhood,  which,  in 
confcquencc  of  the  great  quantity  of  iron  ore  found  in  that  diflriCt, 
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are  become  the  feart  of  the  iron  manufaftures,  are  faid  to  flit  atrtnuall/ 
fix  hundred  tons  j  and  ctnt  company  has  lately  been  formed  whick 
will  annually  manufa£ture  into  nails  of  a  quality  equal  to  thofe  ex- 
ported from  Europe,  five  hundred  tons— The  number  of  fpikes  ancf 
nails  made  in  this  Stare  is  almoft  treble  the  quantity  made 
in  1 788,  and  is  ftill  incfcafing ;  and  from  the  great  abundance  of  thc^ 
raw  materials^  will  probably  foon  preclude  all  foreign  Fupply,  if  not 
become  an  article  of  export,  Befides  thcfe  there  are  other  miUs,  in' 
common  ufe»  in  great  abundance,  for  fawing  lumber^  grinding  grain, 
fulling  cloth,  &c. 

There  are  fixty-two  diftilleries  In  this  State,  employed  in  dSftilling. 
from  foreign  materials. .  In  thefe  diftilleries  are  one  hundred  and 
iSfty-eight  ftills,  which  together  contain  one  himdred  and  two  thou-^' 
fand  one  hundred  and  feventy-three  gallons.  Befides  thefe,  there  are 
twelve  country  ftills  employed  in  diftilling  domeilic  materials;  but 
thefe  are  fmall,  and  the  moft  of  them  very  lately  erected.  One  mil- 
lion nine  hundred  thoufand  gallons  have  been  diflilled  in  one  year^ 
•which,  at  a  duty  of  eleven  cents  a  gallon,  yields  a  revenue  to  the 
government  of  two  hundred  nine  thoufand  dollars^ 

A  brick  pyramidical  glafs-houfe  was  ere6ied  in  Bofion  by  a  com* 
pany  of  gentlemen  in  1789;  but  for  want  of  workmen /killed  in  the 
bufinefs,  their  works  were  not  put  in  operation  effedually  till  No- 
vember 1 792 ;  and  although  feveral  of  the  firft  eflays  or  meltings 
proved  unfuccefsful,  later  eflays  give  the  f^lleft  ground  to  believe 
that  this  very  iniportant  nianufa£lure  may  be  profecnted  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  propHetofs,  as  well  as  to  the  great  benefit  of  the 
public.  From  the  fpeci mens  of  glafs  exhibited,  it  appears  to  be  of 
the  beft  quality  for  clearnefs  and  goodnefs  5  and  as  there  is  an  sibun- 
dance  of  the  'materials  for  this  manufacture  at  command,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  of  its  being  carried  to  fuch  an  extent,  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  years,  as  to  preclude  foreign  importations,  which  will  make  a 
vaft  faving  to  America  in  general,  and  to  this  State  in  particular. 
Every  friend  to  the  United  States  muft  wifli  that  the  patriotic  company 
irhich  have  eflablillied  this  manufacture,  may  meet  with  fuch  fuccefs 
as  to  have  their  expenfes*  reimburfed,  which  have  already  exceedejl 
the  fum  of  fixteen  thoufand  dollars. 

BANKS. 

Connected  with  the  commerce  and  manufa<ftures,  are  the  banks 
cltabliflied  in  this  State;  we  have  already  noticed  the  utility  of  thefe 
fftablifhments,  we  fliall  therefore  only  briefly  mention  them  here. 

3  There 
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There  are  four  incorporated  banks  in  this  Commonwealth,  of 
Xvhich  the  Branch  Bank  in  Boflon,  which  is  a  part  of  the  National 
Bank,  is  one« 

The  Maflachufetts  Bank  in  Bofton  was  incorporated  in  1784.  It 
*Was  defigned  as  a  public  benefit,  and  more  particularly  to  accommo- 
date the  mercantile  intereft.  Its  prefent  capital  confifts  of  eight  hun- 
drcd  ihares,  of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  making  in  all  four  hun- 
dred thou^nd  dollars.  It  is  kept  open  every  day  in  the  year,  except 
public  days.  The  annual  meeting  for  the  choice  of  nine  dire<Ebors 
is  on  the  firft  Wednefday  in  January. 

Effex  Bank,  at  Salem,  was  incorporated  in  1792,  and  is  under  the 
management  of  a  prefident  and  fix  diredlors. 

Union  Bank,  in  Bofton,  was  alfo  incorporated  in  1792,  and  has  a 
prefident  and  eleven  dire6lors.   Its  capital  confifts  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  ftiares,  of  eight  dollars  each,  fo  that  when  the  payment  of  thg^ 
ihares  fhall  be  completed,  the  whole  ftock  will^^mount  to  eigfiThun- 
dred  thoufand  dollars.  ^ 

PUBLIC  iSiPROVEMENTS. 

Among  the  foremoft  of  thefe,  we  muft  confider  thofe  that  refpeft 
navigation ;  in  this  clafs  we  muft  reckon  the  erection  of 

LIGHT  HOUSES. 

Thefe  within  this  State  are  as  follow:  on  Plum-Ifland,  near 
Newbury,  are  two,  which  we  have  already  mentioned :  on  Thatcher's- 
Ifland,  off  Cape  Ann,  two  lights  of  equal  height ;  another  ftands 
cin  a  rock  on  the  north  fide  of  the  entrance  of  Boften  harbour,  with 
one  fingle  light :  on  the  north  point  of  Plymouth  harbour  are  two 
lights :  on  a  point  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  on  the  illand  of 
Nantucket,  is  one  with  a  fingle  light ;  this  light  may  be  feen  as  far 
as  Nantucket  fhoals  extend  ;  the  ifland  being  low,  the  light  appears 
over  it. 

.  Next  to  thefe  we  muft  rank  thofe  which  add  to  the  convenience 
of  the  inliabitants,  and  operate  to  the  advantage  of  commerce ;  fuch 
are, 

BRIDGES   AND    CANALS. 

The  bridges  that  merit  notice  in  this  State  are  the  following,  vjz. 
Charles  river  bridge,  built  in  1786-7,  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and. 
three  feet  long,  and  con ne<fting  Bofton  and  Charlefton.    It  is  built  01^ 
feventy-five  piers,  with  a  convenient  draw  in  the  m^dle,  for  the 
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paiTage  of  vefTcU.  Each  pier  is  compofed  of  fcvcn  fticks  of  oafc 
timber,  united  by  a  cap  piece,  ftrong  braces  and  girts,  and  after- 
wards driven  into  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  firmly  fecured  by  a  Angle 
pile  on  each  fide,  driven  obliquely  to  a  folid  bottom.  The  piers  are- 
conne(5ted'  to  each  other  by  large  ftring  pieces,  which  are  covered 
With  four  inch  plank.  The  bridge  is  forty  three  feet  in  width,  and 
on  each  fide  is  accommodated  with  a  pafl^age  fix  feet  wide,  railed  in  for 
the  fafety  of  the  people  on  foot.  The  bridge  has  a  gradual  rife  from 
each  end,  fo  as  to  be  two  feet  higher  in  the  middle  than  at  the  ex- 
tremities. Forty  elegant  lamps  are  erected,  at  a  fuitable  diftance 
from  each  other,  to  ill^iminate  it  when  r.ec^flary.  There  are  four 
ffrong  ftone  wharfs  connefted  with  it,  and  fupported  by  three  piera 
each,  funk  in  the  river.  The  machinery  of  the  draw  is  fimple,  and* 
requires  but  two  men  to  raife  it.  At  the  higheft  tides  the  water  rifeS 
twelve  or  fourteen  feet ;  the  floor  of  the  bridge  is  then  about  four' 
feet  abovfe  the  water.  The  depth  of  the  water  in  the  channel  at  low 
tide  is  tw^enty-feven  feet.  This  bridge  was  completed  in  thirteen 
months ;  and  while  it  exhibits  the  greateft  efFed  of  private  enter- 
prize  of  this  kind  in  the  United  States,  it  being  the  firll  bridge  of 
confiderable  magnitude  that  has  been  ere^ed,  prefents  a  moil 
pleafing  proof,  how  certainly  objeds  of  magnitude  may  be  attained 
by  fpirited  exertions. 

The  fuccefs  which  attended  this  experiment  led  others  to  engage  in 
fimilar  works  of  enterprize.  Maiden  bridge  acrofs  Myftic  river,  con- 
neding  Charlefion  with  Maiden,  was  begun  in  April  1787,  and  was 
opened  for  pafl!engers  the  September  following.  This  bridge,  in* 
eluding  the  abutments,  is  two  thoufand  four  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
long,  and  thirty-two  feet  wide,  it  has  a  draw  thirty  feet  wide.  The 
deepeft  water  at  full  tide  is  twenty-three  feet.  The  expenfe  of  this 
bridge  was  eftimated  at  five  thoufand  three  hundred  pounds. 

Elfex  bridge,  upwards  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  feet  in  length, 
with  a  well-contrived  draw,  was  erected  in  1789,  and  connefts  Sa- 
lem with  Beverley.  The  expenfe  of  this  bridge  is  faid  not  to  have 
exceeded  one  third  part  of  that  of  Charles  river  bridge,  yet  it  is  ef- 
teemed  quite  equal  in  ftrength,  and  is  thought  by  travellers  to  be 
fuperior  in  point  of  beauty. 

In  Rowley,  on  the  poft  road  between  Bofton  and  Newburyport,  is 
abridge  acrofs  Parker^s  river,  eight  hundred  and  feventy  feet  long, 
and  twenty-fix*feet  wide,  confiftmg  af  woe  Mid  piers,  qnd  eight' 
wooden  arches.    This  bridge  was  built  in  the  year  1758. 

A  brid^ 
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A  bridge  over  Merrimack  river,  in  the  county  of  Eflex,  about  two 
miles  above  Newburyport,  is  nearly,  if  not  quite  completed.  At 
the  place  where  this  bridge  is  ereded,  an  illand  divides  the  river  into 
two  branches.  .  An  arch  of  one  hundred  and  iixty  feet  diameter,  and 
forty  feet  above  the  level  of  high  water,  connedts  this  illand  with  the 
maia  on  one  fide;  the  channel  on  the  other  fide  is  wider,  but. the 
center  arch  is  but  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  diameter.  Greater  in- 
genuity is  discovered  in  the  conftrudion  of  this  bridge,  than  in  any 
that  have  hitherto  been  built ;  and  it  is  one  among  the  vaft  number 
of  ilupendous  and  ufeful  works  which  ovye  their  origin  to  that  confi- 
dence between  nwm  and  man,  which  has  been  created  or  reflored  by 
the  meafures  of  the  general  government. 

Another  ingenioufly  conftruded  bridge  has  lately  been  completed 
over  this  river  at  Pautucket  Falls,  between  Chelmsford  and  Dracut, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex.  Thefe  bridges  are  all  fupported  by  a 
toll. 

Several  other  bridges  are  contemplated  in  different  parts  of  the 
State,  and  one  is  actually  begun,  and  confiderable  progrefs  made  ia 
it,  which,  when  completed,  will  conned  the  weft  part  of  Bofton 
with  Cambridge,  over  Charles  river,  and  will  be  more  than  twice  as 
long,  and  attended  with  nearly  twice  the  expenfe  of  any  other  that  has 
yet  been  built  in  this  or  in  any  of  the  United  States. 

The  le^ature,  in  February  1 792,  were  petitioned  by  a  company 
for  liberty  to  build  a  bridge  over  Connedicut  river,  at  Montague ; 
which  was  granted. 

The  only  canals  of  importance  which  have  been  contemplated  in 
this  Commonwealth,  are  one  between  Barnftable  and  Buzzard's  Bay, 
and  thofe  ncceflfary  to  render  Connecticut  river  navigable,  both  of 
which  we  have  mentioned^  and  one  which  (hail  open  a.  communica- 
tion between  the  town  of  Bofton  and  fome  part  of  Connecticut 
river,  for  which  purpofe  General  Knox  and  others  were  incorpo- 
rated in  179Z,  by  the  name  of  "  The  proprietors  of  the  Maflachu- 
fettsca&al." 

Great  improvements  hiaye  alfo  of  lafte  been  niade  in  feveral  manu- 
fafturing  machines,  by  which  thofe  fpecies  of  manufa<fture  in  which 
they  are  employed  have  been  greatly  facilitated  in  the  execution,  and 
fewer  hands  required*  But  the  moft  ingenious  improvement  or  in- 
vention, and  which  moft  deferves  notice,  is  a  complete  and  elegant 
Pfenetarium,  fix  feet  in  diameter,  conftruded  by  Mr.  Jofeph  Pope, 
of  Bofton.    This  is  entirely  a  work  of  original  geftius  and  affiduous 
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application,  as  Mr.  Pope  never  faw  a  machine  of  the  kind  till  hh 
own  was  completed.  It  exhibits  a  proof  of  great  ftrength  of  mind, 
and  really  does  him  much  honour,  both  as  a  philofopher  and  a  mc- 
chantc.  This  machine  has  been  purchafed  for  the  Univerfity  at 
Cambridge,  and  is  a  very  ufefiil  and  ornamental  addition  to  the 
philofophical  apparatus. 

NATURAL  CURIOSITIES. 

Tn  the  north  part  of  the  townfhip  of  Adams,  in  Berk(hirc  county^ 
not  half  a  mile  from  Stamford,  in  Vermont,  is  a  natural  curiofity 
which  merits  a  defcription.  A  mill  ftream,  called  Hudfon's  Brook^ 
which  rifes  in  Vermont,  and  falls  into  the  north  branch  of  Hoofuck 
river,  has,  for  thirty  or  forty  rods,  formed  a  very  deep  channel 
through  a  quarry  of  white  marble.  The  hill,  gradually  defcending 
towards  the  fouth,  terminates  in  a  fteep  precipice,  down  which  pro- 
bably the  water  once  tumbled.  But  findrng  in  fome  places  a  natural 
chafm  in  the  rocks,  and  in  others  wearing  them  away,  as  is  evident 
^  from  their  appearance,  it  has  formed  a  channel  which  in  fome  places 
is  more  than  fixty  feet  deep.  Over  this  channel,  .where  deepeft^ 
fome  of  the  rocks  remain,  and  form  a  natural  bridge.  From  the  top 
of  this  bridge  to  the  water  it  is  iixty-two  feet ;  its  length  is  about 
twelve  or  fifteen,  and  its  breadth  about  ten.  Partly  under  this 
bridge,  and  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  below  it,  is  another,  which  is 
wider,  but  not  fo  long  ;  for  at  the  eafl  end  they  form  one  bodyijf 
rock,  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  thick,  and  under  this  the  water  flows. 
It  is  evident,  from  the  appearance  of  the  rocks,  that  the  water  ia 
fome  places  formerly  iJowed  forty  or  fifty  feet  above  its  prefent  bed. 
Many  cavities,  of  different  figures  and  dimenfions,  but  generally 
circular,  are  worn  out  in  the  rocks.  One  of  thefc,  in  the  folid  roc  ^ 
is  about  four  feet  in  diameter,  and  four  or  five;  feet  deep ;  the  rock  is 
on  one  fide  worn  through  at  the  bottom^  A  little  above  the 
bridge,  on  the  vffcA  fide  of  the  chafm,  is  a  cave'  or  little  room,  which 
has  a  convenient  entrance  at  the  north,  artd  a  pafTage  out  at  the 
eafl.  From  the  wefl  fide  of  this  cave  a  chafm  extends  into  the  hill, 
but  fooR  becomes  too  Barro>l  to  pafi.  The  rocks  here  which  ar  q 
moflly  white,  though  in  fome  places  clouded  or  flreaked  with  other 
colours,  appear  to  be  of  that  fpecies  of  coarfe  while  marble 
which  is  common  at  Lanefborough,  and  in  other  towns  in  B^rkfhirQ 
county, 

to 
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In  the  town  of  Wrentham,  about  two  miles  S.  E,  of  the  meeting 
fcoufc,  is  a  curious  ca\'em  called  Wampom^s  Rocky  from  an  Indian  fa- 
mily of  that  name  who  refided  in  it  for  a  number  of  years.  It  is  (ituatcd 
on  the  fonth  fide  of  a  hill,  and  is  furrounded  by  a  number  of  broken 
rocks.  It  is  nearly  fquare,  each  fide  meafuring  about  nine  feet. 
The  height  is  about  eight  feet  in  front,  but  from  the  center  it  leflens 
to  about  four  feet.  At  prefent  it  ferves  only  as  a  ftielter  for  cattle 
and  fliecp,  as  do  one  or  two  other  rocks  or  caves  in  the  town,  for* 
merly  inhabited  by  Indians, 

Under  this  article  we  mention  the  falls  of  Powow  river,  which 
rife  in  New-Hampftiirc,  and  fajl  into  the  Merrimack  between  Sa- 
lifbury  and  Amefbury,  in  the  county  of  Effex.  At  thefe  falls,  the 
defcent  of  the  water,  in  the  diftance  of  fifty  rods,  is  one  hundred 
feet,  and  In  its  paflage  carries  one  bloomery,  ^ve  faw  mills,  fevcn 
grift  mills,  two  linfecd  oil  mills,  one  fulling  mill,  and  one  fnuff  mill, 
befides  feveral  wheels,  auxiliary  to  different  labours.  The  rapid  fait 
of  the  water — the  dams  at  very  fliort  diftances  croffing  the  river — ^thc 
various  wheels  and  mills  arifing  almofl  immediately  one  over  ano- 
ther— and  the  very  irregular  and  grotefque  fituation  of  the  houfes  and 
other  buildings  on  the  adjoining  grounds,  give  this  place  a  romantic 
appearance,  and  afford  in  the  whole,  one  of  the  moft  fingular  views 
to  be  found  in  this  country, 

Lynn  beach  may  be  reckoned  a  curiofity.  It  is  one  mile  in  length, 
and  conne6^s  the  peninfula,  called  Nahant^  with  the  main  land. 
This  is  a  place  of  much  refort  for  parties  of  pleafure  from  Bofton, 
Charlefton,  Salem,  and  Marblehead,  in  the  fumraer  feafon.  The 
beach  is  ufed  as  a  race  ground,  for  which  it  is  well  calculated,  being 
level,  fmooth,  and  hard. 

PUBLIC    SOCIETIES. 

The  focieties  formed  in  MafTachufetts  with  a  view  to  promote  the 
benefit  of  mankind,  exhibit  a  fair  trait  in  the  charader  of  its  inhabi- 
tants.   Among  the  firft  literary  inftitutions  in  this  State,  is  the 

AMERICAN   ACADEMY    OF   ARTS    AKD   SCIENCES. 

This  fociety  was  incorporated  May  the  4th,  i-'8o.  It  is  declared 
in  the  a6b,  that  the  end  and  defign  of  the  inftitution  is  to  promote 
and  encourage  the  knowledge  of  the  antiquities  of  America,  and  of 
the  natural  hiftory  of  the  country,  and  to  determine  the  ufes  to  which 
the  various  natural  produ^tbns  of  the  country  may  be  applied ;  alfo 
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to  promote  and  encourage  medical  difcoveries,  mathematical  difqui-' 
fitions,  philofophical  inquiries  and  experiments ;  ailronomical,  me- 
teorological, and  geographical  obfervations  ;  improvements  in  agri* 
culture,. arts,  manufacture,  commerce,  and  the  cultivation  of  every 
Science  that  may  tend  to  advance  a  free,  independent,  and  virtuous 
people.  There  are  never  to  be  more  than  two  hundred  members,  nor 
iefs  than  forty.    This  fociety  has  four  dated  annual  meetings, 

MASSACHUSETTS    CHARITABLE    SOCIETT. 

This  fociet)^,  fncorporated  December  i6th,  1779,  is  intended  for 
the  mutual  aid  of  themfelves  and  families,  who  may  be  diftrefled  by 
any  of  the  adverfe  accidents  of  life,  and  for  the  comforting  and  re- 
lieving of  widows  and  orphans  of  their  deceafed  members.  The 
members  of  this  fociety  meet  annually,  and  are  not  to  exceed  an 
hundred  in  number, 

BOSTON  EPISCOPAL   CHARITABLE  SOCIETY, 

Firft  inflituted  in  1724,  and  incorporated  February  12,  1784,  hat 
for  its  object,  charity  to  fuch  as  arc  of  the  epifcopal  church,  and  to 
fuch  others  as  the  fociety  fliall  think  fit ;  but  more-  efpecially  the  re- 
lief of  thofe  who  are  members  of,  and  benefa6lors  to,  the  fociety, 
and  afterwards  become  fuitable  objeds  of  its  charity.  The  mem* 
bers  of  this  fociety  meet  annually,  and  are  not  to  exceed  one  hun- 
dred in  number. 

MASSACHUSETTS   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

This  fociety  was  incorporated  November  I  ft,  1781.  The  deiigii 
efitis,  to  promote  medical  and  furgical  knowledge,  inquiries  into 
the  animal  economy,  and  the  properties  and  eflfe<3s  of  medicine,  by 
encouraging  a  free  intercourfe  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty 
throughout  the  United  States  of  America,  and  a  friendly  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  eminent  in  thofe  profeffions  throughout  the  world. 
The  number  of  fellows  who  are  inhabitants  of  the  State,  cannot  ex- 
ceed feventy.  The  prefent  number  is  fixty-one,  and  thirteen  have 
died  fince  its  eftabliflunent.  The  powers  vefled  in  the  fociety  are — 
To  choofe  their  officen,  and  ena6t  any  laws  for  their  own  govern- 
npent  which  is  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth — 
To  ufe  a  common  feal — To  fue  and  hp  fued — To  hold  real  eftate  of 
the  annual  income  of  two  hundred  pounds,  and  perfonal  eftate  of  the 
annual  income  of  fix  hundred  pounds — To  eledt,  fufpend,  expel  or 
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disfratichife  any  fellows  of  the  fociety — To  defcribe  and  point  out, 
from  time  to  time,  fuch  a  mode  of  medical  inftru»ftion  or  education 
as  they  fliail  judge  requifite  for  candidates  for  the  ppdice  of  phylic 
and  furgery — To  examine  all  candidates  who  fliall  offer  themfelves 
for  examination,  refpeding  their  ikill  in  the  profeffion — And  to  give 
letters  teftimonial  of  their  approbation  to  all  fuch  as  may  be  duly  qua- 
lified to  praftife.* 

Committees  are  appointed  in  each  county  to  receive  communica- 
tions from,  and  to  correfpond  with,  their  medical  brethren  who  are 
not  fellows  of  this  fociety ;  and  this  has  led  to  the  formation  of  fc- 
veral  medical  afTociations,  whofe  views  are  to  aid  the  laudable  defigni 
of  this  important  inftitution. 

HUMANE    SOCIETY, 

To  evidence  their  humanity  and  benevolence,  a  number  of  the 
medical  and  other  gentlemen,  in  the  town  of  Bbflon,  in  17B5, 
formed  a  fociety,  by  the  name  of  the  Humane  Society,  for  the 
purpofe  of  recovering  perfons  apparently  dead,  from  drowning,  fuf- 
fbcation,  flrangling,  and  other  accidents.  This  fociety,  which  wa« 
incorporated  in  1 79  f,  have  erected  feven  huts,  fiirnifhed  with  wood, 
ftraw,  cabbins,  tinder  boxes,  blankets,  &c,  two  on  Lovel*s  ifland, 
nc  on  Calf  ifland  in  Boflon  harbour,  two  on  Nantafket  beach,  and 
another  on  Scituate  beach  near  Marflifield,  for  the  comfort  of  fliij)- 
wrecked  feamen.  Huts  of  the  fanie  kind  are  erected  on  Plilm- 
Ifland,  near  Newbur)',  by  the  marine  fociety  of  that  place,  already 
mentioned ;  and  there  are  alfo  foitie  contiguous  to  Hampton  and  Sa- 
lifbury  Beach. 

At  their  femi-annual  meetings,  a  public  difcourfe  is  delivered  by 
fome  perfon  appointed  by  the  truflees  for  that  purpofe,  on  fome  me- 
dical fubje<5l  conne6ted  with  the  principal  obje6b  of  the  fociety;  and 
as  a  ftimulus  to  iaveftigation,  and  a  reward  of  merit,  a  medal  is  ad- 
judged annually  by  the  prefidcnt  and  truflees  to  the  perfon  who  ex;- 
hibitis  the  moft  approved  differtation, 

SOCIETY    FOR   PROPAGATIIiC   THE   GOsrEL. 

This  fociety,  formed  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  propagating  the 
Gofpel  among  the  Indians,  and  others  in  North-America,  was  incor- 

*  The  qualiScations  required  of  candidates  for  examination,   and  the  books  re- 

tommended    by    the    fociety,    art   puUifb«l..  in   Fleet's    Ma^bufett*s   Regifter^ 

A.  D.  1791. 
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porated  November  19,  1 787.  They  arc  enabled  to  receive  {ubfcrip- 
tions  of  charitably  difpofed  perfons,  and  may  take  any  perfonal  eftatc 
in  fucceffion.  All  donations  to  the  fociety,  either  by  fubfcriptions, 
legacy,  or  otherwife,  exceptuig  fuch  as  may  be  differently  appro- 
priated by  the  donors,  to  make  a  part  of,  or  be  put  into  the  ca- 
pital ftock  of  the  fociety,  which  is  to  be  put  out  on  intcreft  on  good 
fecurity,  or  otherwife  improved  to  the  beft  advantage,  and  the  in- 
come and  profits  are  to  be  applied  to  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  in  fuch 
manner  as  the  fociety  fhall  judge  moft  conducive  to  anfwer  thedefign 
of  their  inftitution.  For  feveral  years  paft  miffionaries  have  been  ap- 
pointed and  fupported  by  the  fociety  to  vifit  the  eaftem  parts  of  the 
diftrid  of  Maine,  where  the  people  are  generally  deftitutc  of  the 
means  of  religious  inftrp^on,  and  to  fpend  the  fummer  months 
with  them.  The  fuccefs  of  thefe  miflions  have  been  highly  fatisfec- 
tory  to  the  lockty<  Several  thoufand  books  of  di:fferent  kinds, 
ftiited  to  the  flate  of  the  people,  have  been  purchafed  by  the  fociety*? 
funds,  and  diftributed  among  them  and  the  Oneida  Indians, 

A  part  of  this  lociety  are  a  board  of  commiffioners  from  the 
Scot's  fociety  for  promoting  Chriitian  knowledge  among  the  Indians 
iaAmcriLM. 

MASSACHUSETTS   SOCIETY    FOR  PROMOTING   AGRICULTURE. 

This  fociety  was  incorporated  in  1792,  in  confequcnce  of  which 
the  agricultural  committee  of  the  academy  is  diflblved.  At  a  late 
meeting  of  this  fociety,  in  Bofton,  a  very  confiderable  fum  of  mo- 
ney was  fubfcribed  for  eftablifliing  a  fund  to  defray  the  expenfe  of. 
premiums  and  bounties,  which  may  be  voted  by  the  fociety. 

HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

A  fociety  was  eftabliflied  in  this  State  in  1791,  called  the  Histo- 
,RicAL  Society,  the  profeffed  defign  of  which  is  to  colleft,  pre- 
ferve,  and  communicate  materials  for  a  complete  hiftory  of  this  country 
from  the  beginning  of  its  fettlement. 

Next  to  Pennfylvania,  this  State  has  the  greatcft  number  of  fo- 
cieties  for  the  promotion  of  ufeful  knowledge  and  human  happincfe ; 
apd  as  they  are  founded  on  the  broad  bafis  of  benevolence,  pa-, 
TRiOTisM,  and  charity,  they  cannot  fail  to  profper.  Thefe  in- 
fiitutions,  which  are  faft  increafing  in  almoft  every  State  in  the 
Union,  are  fo  many  evidences  of  the  advanced  and  advancing  ftate  of 
dvilization  and  improvement  in  this  country,  and  of  the  excellence 
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of  our  national  government.  They  prove  likewife  that  a  free  repub- 
lican government,  like  that  of  America,  is  the  moft  happily  caJcu- 
lated  to  promote  a  general  diffufion  of  ufeful  knowledge,  and  the 
moil  favourable  to  the  benevolent  and  humane  feelings  of  the  hu« 
man  heart* 

LITERATURE,   COLLEGES,   ACADEMIES,  ^C. 

According  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  every  town  having 
fifty  houfeholders  or  upwards,  is  to  be  provided  with  one  or  more 
ichool-mafters,  to  teach  children  and  youth  to  r^ad  and  write,  and 
inflnid  them  in  the  Engiifh  language,  arithmetic,  orthography,  and 
decent  behaviour ;  and  where  any  town  has  two  hundred  families, 
there  is  alfo  to  be  a  grammar  fi;:hool  fet  up  therein,  and  ibme  dif- 
creet  perfon,  well  in{lru6ted  in  the  Latin,  Greek  and  Engiifh  lan- 
guages, procured  to  keep  the  fame,  and  be  fuitably  paid  by  the  inha- 
bitants.  The  penalty  for  negledt  of  fchools  in  towns  of  fifry  fami<- 
lies  is  ten  pounds, — ^thofe  of  one  hundred  families  twenty  pounds,-^ 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  thirty  pounds. 

Thefc  laws  refpefting  fchook  are  not  fo  well  regarded  in  many 
parts  of  the  State,  as  the  wife  purpofes  which  they  were  intended  to 
anfwer,  and  the  happincfs  of  the  people  require* 

In  Boilon  there  are  fcven  public  fchools,  fupported  wholly  at  the 
cXpenfe  of  the  town,  and  in  which  the  children  of  every  clafs  of  citi- 
zens freely  afTociatc.  In  the  Latin  grammar  fchool  the  rudiments  of 
the  Latin  and  Greek  languages  ^e  taught,  and  boys  qualified  for 
the  univerfities  %  into  this  fchool  none  are  admitted  till  ten  years  of 
age,  having  been  previoufly  well  inflrudted  in  Engiifh  grammar.  In 
the  three  Engiifh  grammar  fchools,  the  children  of  loth  fexes,  from 
feven  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  are  inflru^ted  in  fpelling,  accenting 
and  reading  the  Engiifh  language,  both  profe  and  verfe,  with  pro- 
priety, alfo  in  Engiifh  grammar  and  compofition,  together  with  the 
rudiments  of  geography  ;  in  the  other  three  the  fame  children  are 
taught  writing  and  arithmetic.  Thefe  fchools  are  attended  alter- 
nately, and  each  of  them  is  furnifhed  with  an  ufher  or  afliflant.  The 
mailers  of  thefe  fchools  have  each  a  falary  of  ilx  hundred  and  fixty* 
fix  and  two-thirds  dollars  per  annum,  payable  quarterly. 

They  are  all  under  the  immediate  care  of  a  committee  of  twenty-one 
gentlemen,  for  the  time  being,  chofen  annually,  whofe  duty  it  it 
*'  to  vifit  the  fchools  at  leafl  once  in  three  months,  to  examine  the 
fcholars  in  the  various  branches  in  which  they  are  taught,  to  devife 
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the  bcft  methods  for  the  inftru6tion  and  government  of  the  fchoob^ 
to  give  fuch  advice  to  the  mailers  as  they  flmll  think  expedient,  and 
by  all  proper  methods  to  excite  in  children  a  laudable  ambition  ta 
^ccl  in  a  virtuous,  amiable  deportmeQt^  and  in  every  branch  of 
tifeful  knowledge.'*  At  the  annual  vifitation  in  July  1 792,  there  were 
prefent  four  hundred  and  feventy  girli,  and  feven  hundred  and 
twenty  ^  boys.  Befides  thefe  there  are  fcveral  private  fchools,  for 
inftrudtion  in  the  Englifti,  Latin,  and  French  languages — in  writing, 
arithmetic,  and  the  higher  branches  of  the  mathematics — and  alfo  iti 
mufic  and  dancing.  Perhaps  there  is  not  a  town  in  the  world, 
Ae  youth  of  which  more  fully  enjoy  the  benefits  of  fchool  educa- 
tion, than  at  Boflon.  And  when  we  conlider  how  infeparibly  the 
happinefs  and  profperity  of  America,  and  the  cxiflcrtce  of  its- 
prefent  happy  govemnfient,  arc  connefted  with  the  education  of 
children,  too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  enlightened  ci- 
tizens -of  this  town,  for  the  attention  they  have  paid  to  this  impor- 
tant bufinefs,  and  the  worthy  examj^e  they  have  exhibited  for  the 
imitation  of  others. 

Next  in  importance  to  tlic  grammar  fchools  are  the  academies^  in 
which,  as  well  as  in  the  grammar  fchook^  young  gentkmea  are  fitted 
for  admjliion  to  the  imiverfity. 

DUMMER   ACADEMY, 

Dummer  academy,  at  Newbury,  was  founded  as  early  as  ^756,  by 
means  of  a  liberal  donation  from  the  Honourable  William  Dummery 
formerly  Lieutenant-governor,  and  a  worthy  roan,  whole  name  it  has 
ever  fince  retained.  It  was  opened  in  1763,^  and  incorporated  by  ait 
t^  of  the  general  cotirt,  in  178a.  By  the  a^  the  number  of  truf- 
tecs  is  not  to  exceed  fifteen,  who  are  to.  manage  the  funds  for  the 
fupp(^  of  the  inftru(5loi-9.  This  academy  is  at  prefent  in  a  fiourifliing-* 
ftate.  * 

PHILLIPS   ACADIMY. 

This  inftitution,  fituated  in  Andover,  was  founded  and  handfomely 
endowed,  April  21,  1778,  by  the  Honourable  Samuel  Phillips^ 
Efq.  of  Andover,  in  the  county  of  Effcx,  and  Coronwnwealth  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  lately  dcceafed,  and  his  brother,  the  Honourable  John 
Phillips,  L.L.  D.  of  Exeter,  in  the  State  of  New.-Hampfliire.  It 
was  incorporated  Odobcr  4,  1780.  It  is  under  the  dircdtion  of 
thirteen  truftees  ctf  refpc6Vable  charac^^rs,  and  the  immediate  care  of 
a  principal  wlto  is  one  of  the  truiljes  ex  (c^/L-iOf  an  aififtant,  and  3 

1  ,  '  wifting, 


OF    MASSACHUSETTS.  I79 

writing  mailer.  They  are  accommodated  with  a  large  and  elegant 
building,  erefted  at  the  expenfe  of  the  founders,  and  their  brother, 
the  Honourable  William  Phillips,  £fq.  of  Bodon.  It  is  fituated  oA  a 
delightful  eminence,  near  the  manilon  houfe  of  the  Honourable  Sa** 
jgonitl  Phillips,  £fq.  its  diflinguifhed  patron,  and  foa  of  the  deceafed 
foimder — ^is  encompafied  with  a  faltibrious  air,  and  commands  ai> 
cxtenfive  profpe^.  The  lower  flory  contains  a  large  fchool-room, 
with  ample  accommodations  for  an  hundred  Itudents,  and  two  other 
apartments  for  a  librarVf  and  other  purpofes :  the  upper  ftory  con? 
fifts  of  a  fpacibus  hall,  fixty-fbur  feet  in  length,  and  thirtyrthrec  feet 
,  in  breadth,  defigned  for  exhibitions  and  other  public  occaiioas. 

The  defign  of  this  foundation,  according  to  its  conftitution,  1?, 
**  The  promotion  of  true  piety  and  virtue,  the  inftrudion  of.  youth 
in  the  EngFifli,  Latin,  and  Greek  languages  ;  together  with  writing, 
arithmetic,  practical  geometry,  mufic  and  oratory,  logic  and  gep- 
graphy;  and  fuch  other  of  the  liberal  arts  and  fciences,  or  Ian* 
guages,  as  opportunity  and  ability  may  hereafter  admit,  and  th^ 
truftees  fliall  direa,'* 

LEICESTER   AC4^DEMY. 

This  academy,  in  the  townfliip  of  Leicefter,  and  county  of  Wor- 
ccfter,  was  incorporated  in  1784.  For  the  encouragement  of  thi^ 
Snftitution,  Ebenezer  Craft*  and  Jacob  Davis^  Efquires,  generoufly 
gave  a  large  and  commodious  manfiou  houfe,  lands  and  appurte* 
nances,  in  Leicefter. 

In  Williamftown,  in  Berkfbire  county,  is  another  academy.  CoU 
Ephraim  Williams  lai4  the  foundation  of  it  by  a  handfome  donation 
in  lands.  In  1 790,  partly  by  lottery,  and  partly  by  the  liberal  dor 
nation  of  gentlemen  in  the  town,  a  brick  edifice  was  ereded,  eighty- 
two  feet  by  forty-two,  and  four  ftories  high,  containing  j\srenty-four 
rooms  for  ftudents,  a  large  fchool-room,  a  dining- hall,  and  a  room 
for  public  fpcaking.  It  has  a  preceptor,  an  u(her,  and  a  mafter  of 
the  Englilh  fchool.  The  number  of  ftudents  is  at  preferit  between 
fifty  and  fixty,  befides  the  fcholars  of  the  free  fchool.  The  lan- 
guages and  fciences  ufually  taught  in  the  American  colleges  are 
taught  here.  Board,  tuition,  and  other  expenfe?*  of  education  arc 
very  low  ;  and  from  its  fituation,  and  other  circumftances,  it  is 
likely,  in  a  fhort  time,  to  become  an  inftitution  of  condderable  uti« 
lity  and  importance. 

An  academy  at  Taunton  was  inqorporated  in  1792. 
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At  Htngham  is  a  well«endowed  fchool,  which,  in  honour  of  its 
principal  donor  and  founder,  is  called  Derby  School. 

Thefe  academies  are  defigned  to  diiTeminate  virtue  and  true  piety, 
to  promote  the  education  of  youth  in  theEnglifli,  Latin,  Greek,  and 
French  languages,  in  writing,  arithmetic,  oratory,  geography, 
practical  geometry,  logic,  philofophy,  and  fuch  other  of  the  liberal 
arts  and  fciencesy  or  languages,  as  may  be  drought  expedient, 

HARYARP   UNIYERStrr. 

This  inftitution  takes  its  date  fijom  the  year  1638-  Two  ycari 
before,  the  general  court  gave  four  hundred  pounds  for  the  fupport 
of  a  public  fchool  at  Newtown,  which  has  fince  been  called  Cam- 
bridge. This  year  (1638)  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Harvard,  a  worthy 
minifter  refiding  in  Charleflon,  died,  and  left  a  donation  of  fevea 
hundred  and  feventy-nine  pounds,  for  the  ufe  of  the  forementioned 
public  fchool.  In  honour  to  the  memoiy  of  fo  liberal  a  bcncfa^or, 
the  general  court,  the  fame  year,  ordered  that  the  fchool  ihould  take 
the  name  of  Harvard  College. 

In  1642,  the  college  was  put  upon  a  more  refpe6tablc  footing,  and 
thfc  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  magiftrates,  and  the  minifttrs 
of  the  fix  next  adjacent  towns,  with  tl;ie  prefidcnt,  were  erefted  inta 
a  corporation  for  the  ordering  and  managing  its  conceras.  It  rc-r 
ceived  its  firft  charter  in  1650. 

Cambridge,  in  which  the  univerfity  is  fituated,  is  a  pleafant  viU 
lage,  four  miles  weftward  from  Boflon,  containing  a  number  of  gen- 
tlemen's feats,  which  are  heat  and  well-'*uilt. '  The  univerfity  con- 
fifts  of  four  elegant  brick  edifices,  handfomcly  enclofed.  They  (land 
on  a  beautiful  green,  which  fpreads  to  the  north-weft,  and  exhibit  a 
pleafing  view. 

The  names  of  the  feveral  buildings  arc,  Harvard  Hall,  M afiachu-^ 
fetts  Hall,  Hollis  Hall  and  Holden  Chapel.  Harvard  Hall  is  divided 
into  ^x  apartments ;  one  of  which  is  appropriateid  for  the  lilM'ary, 
one  for  the  mufeum,  two  for  the  philofophic'al  apparatus  ;  one  is 
ufed  for  a  chapel,  and  the  other  for  a  dining  hall.  The'  library,  ia 
1791,  confided  of  upwards  of  thirteen  thouHand  volumes  •  and  is 
continually  increafing  from  the  inter^ft  of  permafaent  funds,  at 
well  as  frdm  cafual  benefadions.  The  philofophical  apparatus'  be- 
longing to  this  univerfity,  coft  between  one  thoufand  four  hundred, 
and  one  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  fterling,'  and  is  the  moft 
elegant  and  complete  of  any  in  America. 

Agreeabib 
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Agreeable  to  the  prefent  conftitution  of  Maflachufctts,  his  Eicceli 
lency  the  Governor,  Lif  utenant-^overnor,  the  Council  and  Senate^ 
thePrefident  of  the  tiniverfity,  and  the  miniftcrs  of  the  congrega- 
tional churches  in  the  towns  of  BoAon,  Charlefton,  Cambridge,  Wa-  ' 
tertown,  Roxbury,  and  borcheftcr,  are,  e^  officUs^  oveiieers  of  tk« 
univeriity. 

The  corporation  is  a  diftinft  bbdy,  confifting  of  fcven  membcrsi  ia 
whom  is  vefted  the  property  of  the  univcrfity. 

Harvard  univerfity  has  a  Prefident,  Emeritus  ProfelTor  of  Dig- 
nity— Hollifian  Profeflbr  of  Divinity— Hancock  Proferfor  of  Hebrew 
and  other  Oriental  languages — HoIIis  Profeflbr  of  Mathematics  and 
Natural  Philofophy— Herfey  Profeflbr  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery— 
Herfey  Profeflbr  of  the  theory  and  pra^ice  of  Phyfic— Ervjng  Pro* 
feflbr  of  Chymifhy  and  Materia  Mcdica — four  tutors,  who  teach 
the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  logic,  metaphylics,  and  ethics^ 
geography,  and  the  elements  of  geometry,  natural  philofophy,  aflro-  - 
nomy,  and  hiftory  5  and  a  preceptor  of  the  French  language. 

This '  univerfity,  as  to  its  library,  philofophicai  apparatus  and 
profeSbrftiips,  is  at  prefent  the  firft  liter?ry  inflitution  on  the  Amcri- 
fcan  continent.  Since  its  firfl  eflablifhment,  upwards  of  three  thoufand 
three  hundred  Itudents  have  received  honorary  degrees  from  its  fuc- 
ceffive  officers  ;  about  one  third  of  whom  have  been  ordained  to  the 
work  of  the  gofpel  miniflry.  It  has  generally  from  one  hundred  aa4 
thirty  to  one  hundred  and  iixty  ftudents. 

This  univerfity  is  liberally  endowed,  and  is  frequently  receiving 
donations  for  the  eftablifhment  of  new  profefforlhips.  Formerly 
there  was  an  annual  grant  made  by  the  legiflature  to  the  prefident 
and  proSfefTors,  of  from  four  to  five  hundred  pounds,  which  fo^ 
ieveral  years  pad  has  been  difcontinued. 

&Ey£)7UE  AND  TAJCSa* 

The  principal  fources  of  revenue  are  land  and  poll  taxes,  and 
the  falcs  of  new  lands.  Taxes  are  levied  on  all  males  between 
fixtecn  and  fifty,  except  fuch  as  are  exempted  by  law— alfo  on  the 
number  of  acres  of  improved  and  unimproved  land— on  dweHing- 
houfes  and  barns,  warehoufes,  (lores,  &c.  Thefe  are  all  valued, 
and  upon  this  valuation  taxes  arc  laid,  fo  many  poimds  for  every 
one  thoufand  pounds. 

CONSTI- 
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CONSTITUTION. 

The  conftitution  9gr^ed  upoi>  by  the  delegates  of  the  people  of  thq 
S^e  of  j^IaflTafthufetts;  B^y,  in  convention,  begun  and  held  at  Cam', 
bridge^  on  the  firft  of  September,  1779,  and  continued  by  adjouriin 
gaiei^^s  to  the  fecoud  of  March,  i78o, 

PREAMBLI. 

Thccjidofthc  inftitution,  maintenance  and  adminiftration  of  gOf* 
terpi^cnt,  is  to  fecure  the  exiHence  of  the  tjody  politic,  to  protect 
it,  and  to  furnifli  the  individuals  who  compofe  it  with  the  power  of 
enjoying,  in  fafety  and  tranquillity,  their  natural  rights  and  the 
fjildSngs  of  life  ;  aqd  whenever  thefe  great  obJ6<5ts  are  not  attained,  the 
peppie  have  a  right  to  alter  the  government,  and  to  take  meafures 
»eccfla;-y  for  their  fafety,  profperity  and  happinefs. 

The  body  politic  is  formed  by  a  voluntary  aiTociation  of  indivi- 
iuals ;  it  Is  afocial  compa<5t,  by  which  the  whole  people  covenants 
with  each  citizen,  and  each  citizen  with  the  whole  people,  that  all 
ilia)!]  be  governed  by  certaip  laws  for  the  compoQ  good.  It  is  th9 
^uty  of  the  people,  therefore,  in  framing  a  conilitution  of  goverjqi- 
ipent,  to  provide  for  an  equitable  mode  of  making  laws,  as  well  a9 
for  an  impartial  interpretation  and  a  faithful  execution  of  them,  that 
every  man  may  at  all  times  find  his  fpcurity  in  them. 

We,  therefore,  the  people  of  Maflachufetts,  acknowledging  with 
grateful  hearts  the  goodnefs  of  the  Great  Legiflature  of  the  univerfe, 
Jn  affording  us,  in  the  courfe  of  his  providence,  an  opportunity, 
deliberately  and  peaceably,  without  fraud,  violence  or  furprize,  of 
entering  into  an  original,  explicit,  and  folcmn  compact  with  eacl^ 
other ;  and  of  forming  a  new  conftitution  of  civil  government  for 
ourfclves  and  pofterity  ;  and  devoutly  imploring  his  dire£kion  in  fo 
interefting  a  delign,  DO  agree  uppn,  ordain  and  eftablifli  the  fol- 
lowing Declaration  of  Rights,  and  Framb  of  Govern- 
ment, as  the  CoNSTiTUTioii  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts. 

declaration  of  rights. 
I.  All  men  are  born  free  and  equal,  and  havjc  certain  natural,  ef- 
fential  and  unalienable  rights ;  among  which  may  be  reckoned  the 
'  right  of  enjoying  and  defending  their  lives  and  liberties  -,  that  of  ac- 
quiring, 
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^Uiringy  pofkftmg  and  proteding property;  in  fiaCi  that  of  fuelu^ 
and  obtaining  thdr  fafety  and  happinefs.  ; 

II.  It  is  the  right  as  well  as  the  duty  of  all  men  in  (bciety,  publidj, 
and  at  ftated  ieaibns,  to  worihip  the  Supreme  Being,  the  Great  Cm* 
tor  and  Prcfervcr  of  the  univerfe.  And  «o  fubjcA  ^all  be  hurt^ 
moiefted,  or  reftrained  in  his  perfon,  liberty,  «r  cftate,  for  wor-, 
fliipping  God  in  the  manner  and  feafon  moft  agreeable  to  the  didatct 
c^  his  own  confcience,  or  fot  his  religious  profeffidn  or  featlmencsi 
provided  he  doth  not  diftarb  the  public  peace,  or  obAru^  others  ill; 
their  religious  woiiliip. 

III.  As  the  happinefs  o(  a  people,  and  the  good  order  ahd  preler« 
vation  of  civil  government,  eflentiaily  depend  upon  pietyi  rch^on^ 
and  morality ;  and  as  thefe  cannot  be  generally  diffbfed  through  t; 
community,  but  by  the  inftitution  of  the  public  worihip  of  God,  and 
•f  public  in  ft  ructions  in  piety,  religion,  and  morality;  therefore, 
to  promote  their  happinefe,  and  to  fecure  the  good  order  and  pre* 
fervation  of  their  government,  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  hive 
a  right  to  inveft  their  legiflature  with  power  to  autborife  and  requfre^ 
and  the  legiflature  ihall,  from  time  to  lime,  autborife  and  require 
the  feveral  towns,  parillies,  precindts^  and  other  bodies  politic,  or 
religious  focictics,  to  make  fuitable  provifiott,  at  their  own  expenfc/ 
for  the  inftitution  of  the  public  worfhip  of  God,  and  for  the  fupport 
and  maintenance  of  public  Proteftant  teachers  of  piety,  religion,  and 
morality,  in  all  cafes  where  fuch  provifion  ifaall  not'be  made  volun^t 
tarily. 

And  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  have  alfo  a  right  to,  and  dd 
inveft  their  legiflature  with  authority  to  enjoin  upon  all  the  fubjcAs, 
an  attendance  upon  the  inftrudiohs  of  the  public  teachers  as  afore-* 
faid,  at  ftated  times  and  feafons,  if  there  be  any  on  whofe  inftru^ont 
they  can  confcientioufly  and  conveniently  attend. 

Provided  notwitbftanding,  that  the  feveral  towns,  parifhes,  pre-* 
cindts,  and  other  bodies  politic,  or  religious  focicties,  (hall,  at  all 
times,  have  the  exclufive  right  of  electing  their  piiblit  teachers,  and 
of  contrading  with  them  for  their  fupport  and  maintenance. 

And  all  monies  paid  by  the  fubjedt  to  the  fupport  of  public  wor- 
fliip,  and  of  the  public  teachers  aforefaid,  fliall,  if  he  require  it,  bcf 
uniformly  applied  to  the  fupport  of  the  public  teacher  or  teachers  o^ 
his  own  religious  fe6t  or  denomination,  provided  there  be  any  oa 
whofe  irlilr unions  ht  attends,  otherwife  it  may  be  paid  towards  the 

fupport 
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fipport  of  the  teacher  dr  teichert  bf  the  parifh  or  prcciiift  in  which 
the  faid  monies  are  raifed. 

And  cvety  denomination  of  Chriftians  dcrtieanihg  thfenlfelVes 
peaceahljr,  and  as  good  fubjeifts  of  the  Conlmonwealth,  fhall  be 
equally  undei-  the  protection  of  the  law:  and  no  fubordinatioil 
ef  )any  btie  fed  or  detlotnination  to  another  fhall  ^vet-  be  eftabliilied 
by  law; 

IV.  The  people  oi^this  CodamdnWfcalth  have  thfe  fole  and  eXcliifiv^i 
fight  of  governing  themfelves  as  a  free,  fovereign;  and  independent 
State ;  and  do,  and  for  ever  hereafter  (Jiall,  cxercife  and  fenjoy  every 
jpower,  jurifdi^lion,  and  right;  which  is  not,  or  may  not  herdafter  be 
by  them  cxprefsly  delegated  to  the  United  States  df  America,  ii| 
Congrefs  a(iembled* 

V.  Ail  power  refiding  originally  ih  the  jpeople,  arid  beiiig  de* 
rived  from  them,  the  feveral  magiftrates  atid  officers  of  govern- 
ment, vefted  with  authority,  whether  legiflativc,  executive,  or  judi-* 
cia(,  are  their  fubftitutes  and  agents,  and  are  at  all  times  accoiintable 
10  them; 

VI.  No  man,  ortoipoi^ation,  or  aflbciatfon  of  meb,  have  any  other 
tide  to  obtain  advantages",  or  particular  and  exclufive  privileges^ 
diftinft  from  thofe  of  the  community,  than  what  atifesfrom  the 
eonfideration  of  fervices  rendered  to  the  public  ^  and  this  title  t>eibg  ih 
ikature  neither  hereditary  nek  tranfiiftiffibte  to  children^  or  defcetldants^ 
•r  relations  by  blood,  the  idea  of  a  man  born  a  magiftrate*,  lawgiver,, 
or  judge,  is  abfurd  and  unnatural. 

VIL  Government  is  inftituted  for  the  common  good;  for  the 
protection,  fafety,  profperity,  and  happineft  of  the  people,  and 
not  for  the  profit,  honour,  or  private  intcreft  of  any  one  man,  fa^ 
»ily,  or  clafk  of  men :  therefore,  the  people  alone  have  an  incontef* 
table,  unalienable,  and  indefealible  right  to  inflitute  government;  and 
.  to  reform,  alter,  or  totally  change  the  fame,  when  their  protection, 
fafety,  profperity^  and  happinefs  require  it. 

;  VIII*  In  order  to  prevent  thofe  who  are  veiled  with  authority  from 
becoming  oppreflbrs,  the  people  have  a  right,  at  fuch  periods,  and 
in  fuch  manner  as  they  fhall  edabliili  by  their  fraitie  of  govern- 
ment, to  caufe  their  public  officers  to  return  to  private  life,  and 
tfk  fiU  Up  vacant  places  by  certain  and  regular  elections  and  appoint- 
ments. 

IX.  All  eleClion#  ought  to  be  free,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Commonwealth  haying  fuch  qualifications  as  they  iliall  ellabiiih  by 

their 
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their*  frame  df  government,  have  an  equal  right  to  cleft  officers,  amir 
to  be  elecSked  for  public  employments. 

X.  Each  individual  of  the  fociety  has  aright  to  be  protcftcd  by  i^ 
in  the  enjoyment  of  his  life,  liberty,  and  property,  according  to  ftand* 
ing  laws.  He  is  obliged,  confequently,  to  contribute  his  fliare  to 
the  expenfe  of  this  proteftion ;  to  give  his  perfonal  fervice,  or  aa 
equivalent,  when  neceflary :  but  no  part  of  the  property  of  any: 
individual  can,  with  juftice,  be  tafcen  from  him,  or  applied  to  public 
ufes,  without  his  own  confent  or  that  of  the  reprefcntative  body  of 
the  people :  in  fine,  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  are  not  con- 
troulable  by  ?ny  other  laws  than  thofe  to  which  their  conftitutiondL 
rcprefentative  body  have  given  their  confent.  And  whericrcr  the 
public  exigencies  require  that  the  property  of  any  individual  fhould' 
be  appropriated  to  public  ufes,  he  fliall  receive  a  reafonable  compen- 
fation  therefor. 

il.  Every  fubjeft  of  the  Commonwealth  ought  to  find  a  certain 
Remedy,  by  having  recourfe  to,  the  laws  for  all  injuries  or  wrong* 
which  he  may  receive  in  his  perfon,  property,  or  charaden  He 
Ought  to  obtain  right  and  juftice  freely,  and  without  being  obliged  to 
purchafe  it,  completely  and  without  any  denial,  promptly  and  with* 
out  delay,  conformably  to  the  laws* 

XII.  No  fubjeft  fhall  be  held  to  anfwer  for  any  crime  or  offence, 
until  the  fame  is  fully  and  plainly,  fubftantially  and  formally,  defcribcd 
to  him ;  or  be  compelled  to  accnfe,  or  furnifli  evidence  againft  him- 
fclf.  And  every  fubj  c6t  ftiall  have  a  right  to  produce  all  proofs  that 
may  be  favourable  to  him  ;  to  meet  the  witnelTes  againft  him  face  to 
face,  and  to  be  fully  heard  in  his  defence  by  himfelf  or  his  coun- 
fbl,  at  his  election.  And  no  fubjedt  fhall  be  aweftcd,  imprifonedy 
defpoiled,  or  deprived  of  his  property,  immunities,  or  privileges,  put 
cm  of  the  protection  of  the  law,  exiled,  or  deprived  of  his  life,  li*^ 
berty,  or  cftate,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the 
land. 

And  the  legiflature  fliall  not  make  any  law  that  fliall  fubje6t  any  per- 
ion  to  a  capital  or  infamous  punifhment,  excepting  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  army  and  navy,  without  trial  by  jury. 

XIIL  In  criminal  profecutions,  the  verification  of  fa^Ets  in  the  vici- 
nity where  they  happen,  is  one  of  the  grcateft  fecurities  of  the  life,* 
liberty,  and  property  of  the  citizen.    • 

XIV.  Every  fubje£t  has  a  right  to  be  fecure  from  all  unreafonablc 
fcar<:hes,  andfeizures  of  his  perfon,  his  houfes^  hi5  papers,  andallhi^ 

Va»,  U.  B  b  pof. 
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poCAoos.  All  varruits,  thaefoce,  are  oontraiy  to  diis  ri^^  if 
the  caufe  or  fouodatuxi  of  them  be  not  prevkmflj  {uppottcd  by  oath 
or  affimiatioll ;  and  if  the  order  in  a  wanant  to  a  cfvil  officer,  to 
make  iearch  in  all  fufpeded  placet^  or  to  aneft  one  or  more  fuf- 
peded  peribnt,  or  to  feize  their  property,  be  not  accompanied  with 
a  fpecial  defignation  of  the  perions  or  objeds  of  fearch,  arreft,  or  iei- 
zure ;  and  do  wamint  ought  tu  be  iffued,  but  in  caies  and  with  the 
fimnalities  preicribed  by  the  laws* 

XV.  In  all  controveriies  concerning  property,  and  in  all  fuits  be* 
tween  two  or  more  peribns,  except  in  cafes  in  which  it  has  heretofore 
been  otherways  ufed  and  pradifcd,  the  parties  have  a  r^ht  to  a  trial 
by  a  juiy ;  aad  this  method  of  procedure  fhall  be  held  (acred,  un- 
leis,  in  caufes  arifiog  on  the  high  feas,  and  foch  as  relate  to  ma- 
riners wages,  the  legiflature  (hall  hereafter  find  it  neceilaiy  to 
alter  it. 

XVI.  The  liberty  of  the  prels  is  eilential  to  the  fecurity  of  freedom 
in  a  State ;  it  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  reibained  in  this  Com« 
monwealth. 

XVIL  The  people  have  a  right  to  keep  and  to  bear  arms  for  the 
common  defence.  And  as  in  time  of  peace  armies  are  dangerous  to 
liberty,  they  ought  not  to  be  maintained  without  the  coofeut  of  the 
legiflature  ;  and  the  militaiy  power  fhall  always  be  held  in  cxslQ,  fub- 
ordination  to  the  civil  authority,  and  be  governed  by  it. 

XVIII.  A  frequent  recurrence  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
coofiitution,  and  a  confbint  adherence  to  thofe  of  piety,  juflice,  mode- 
ration, temperance,  induflry,  and  frugality,  are  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  prefcrvc  the  advantages  of  liberty,  and  to  maintain  a  free  govern- 
ment. The  people  ought,  confequently,  to  have  a  particular  atten- 
tion to  all  thofe  principles  in  the  choice  of  their  officers  and  repre- 
ientatives:  and  they  have  a  right  to  require  of  their  lawgivers  and 
magiih'ates  an  exad  and  conflant  obfervaace  of  them,  in  the  forma- 
tion and  execution  of  all  laws  neceflary  for  the  good  adminiftration  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

XIX.  The  people  have  a  right,  in  an  orderly  and  peaceable  manner,  ' 
to  affemble  to  confult  upon  the  common  good ;  give  inflruditms  to 
their  reprefentativcs,  and  to  requeft  of  the  legiflative  body,  by  the 
way  of  addrelTes,  petitions  or  rcmonflrances,  redrefs  of  the  wrongs 
done  them,  and  of  the  grievances,  they  fuffer. 

XX.Thepoweroffufpending  the  laws,  or  the  execution,  of  the 

laws,  ought  never  to  be  exercifed  but.  by  the  legiflature,  or  by  au- 
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thority  derived  from  it,  to  be  exercifed  in  fuch  particular  cafes  only 
as  the  legiflature  fhall  exprefsly  provide  for; 

XXI.  The  freedom  of  deliberation,  fpeech,  and  debate,  in  either 
Houfe  of  the  Legiflature^  is  fo  efiential  to  the  rights  of  the  peo* 
pie,  that  it  cannot  be  the  foundation  of  any  accufation  or  pro- 
fecution,  ai^on  or  complaint,  in  any  other  court  or  place  whatfo* 
ever. 

XXII.  The  legiflature  ought  frequently  to  aflemble  for  the  re* 
drefs  of  grievances,  for  corrcfling,  flpengthening,  and  confirming 
the  laws,  and  for  making  new  laws,  as  the  common  good  may  re* 
quire. 

XXIII.  No  fubfidy,  charge,  tax,  impoft,  or  duties,  ought  to 
be  eflabliflied,  fixed,  laid,  or  levied,  under  any  pretext  whatfoever, 
without  the  confent  of  the  people,  or  their  reprefentatives  in  the 
legiflature. 

XXIV.  Laws  made  to  punifli  for  actions  done  before  the  exiftenc« 
of  fuch  laws,  and  which  have  not  been  declared  crimes  by  pre* 
ceding  laws,  are  unjuft,  oppreffive,  and  inconflilent  with  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  a  free  government, 

XXV.  No  fubjcft  ought^  in  any  cafe,  or  in  any  time,  to  be  de- 
clared guilty  of  treafon  or  felony  by  the  legiflature. 

XXVI.  No  magiiirate  or  court  of  law  ihall  demand  eXceffive 
bail  or  fureties,  impofe  exceffive  &ies,  or  infli^  cruel  or  unufual  pu« 
nifliments. 

XXVII.  In  tijne  of  peace,  no  foMier  ought  to  be  quartered  in  any 
houfe  without  the  confent  of  the  owner ;  and  in  time  of  war,  fuch 
quarters  ought  not  to  be  made  but  by  the  civil  magiflrate,  in  a  man^ 
ner  ordained  by  the  legiflature. 

XXVIII.  No  perfbn  can  in  any  cafe  be  fubjeded  to  law  martial, 
or  to  any  penalties  or  pains  by  virtue  of  that  law,  except  thofe  em^ 
ployed  in  the  army  or  navy,  and  except  the  militia  in  actual  fervice, 
but  by  authority  of  the  legiflature. 

XXIX.  It  is  effential  to  the  prefervation  of  the  rights  of  every  in- 
dividual, his  life,  liberty,  property,  and  character,  that  there  be  an 
impartial  interpretation  of  the  laws,  and  adminiffaration  of  juftice.  It 
is  the  right  of  every  citizen  to  be  tried  by  judges  as  free,  impartial* 
and  independent,  as  the  lot  of  humanity  will  admit.  It  is  therefore 
not  only  the  befl  policy,  but  for  the  fecurity  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  of  every  citizen,  that  the  judges  of  the  fnpreme  judicial 
^urt  ihould  hold  their  offices  as  long  as  they  behave  themfelves  well; 
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and  that  they  fboold  have  honourable  (olarks,  afcertained  and  efiabr 
lifhcd  by  (landing  laws. 

XXX.  In  the  goverpment  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  legiflative 
department  (hall  never  excrcife  the  executive  and  judicial  powers,  or 
either  of  them  5  the  executive  ihall  never  cxercifc  the  legiflative  and 
judicial  powers,  or  either  of  them  ;  the  judicial  (hail  never  cxercifc 
the  legiflative  and  executive  powers,  or  either  bf  them,  to  the  end 
it.may  be  a  government  of  laws,  and  not  of  men. 

TH£  GENERAL  CQUJtT. 

I.  The  department  of  legiflation  (hall  be  formed  by  two  branches, 
a  Senate,  and  House  o^  Refresentatives,  each  of  which  (hall 
have  a  negative  on  the  other. 

The  legiflative  body  {hzW  aflemble  every  year  on  the  lad  Wednef- 
day  in  May,  and  at  fuch  other  times  as  they  fliall  judge  neceflary;  and 
ihaU  diflblve  and  be  diiTofved  on  the  day  next  preceding  the  faid  laft 
Wednefday  in  May,  and  Ihall  be  ilikd  The  Ge.he^ a,l  Couax  oi? 
Massachusetts- 

IL  No  bill  or  refolve  of  the  Senate  or  Hou(e  of  Rcprefentatives  (hall 
l^oite  a  law,  and  have  force  as  fuch,  until  it  (hall  have  been  laid 
before  the  governor  for  his  reviial ;  and  if  he,  upon  fuch  revifion, 
^prove  thereof,  he  (hall  (ignify  his  approbation  by  (igning  the  fame. 
3ut  if  he  have  any  obje6ion  to  the  paffing  of  fuch  bill  or  refolve,  he 
ihall  return  the  fame,  together  with  his  objections  thereto,  in  writing, 
•  40  the  Seojifcte  or  Houfe  of  Reprcfentatives,  in  whicb  foevcr  the  lame 
iliall  ,h*v€  originated ;  who  (hall  enter  the  objcftions  fent  dowI^by 
4he  governor  at  large  on  their  records,  and  proceed  to  re-confider 
the  faid  bill  or  refolve.  But  if  after  fuch  re-confideratian,  two-thirds 
jrf  the  faid  Senate  or  Houfe  of  "Reprcfentatives  (hall,  notwithftanding 
the  faid  objections,  agree  to  pafs  the  feme,  it  (hall,  together  with  the 
.objedions,  be  (ept  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Jegiftnture,  where  it 
jjiall  alfo  be  re-confidered,  and  if  approved  by  two-thircb  of  the  menb- 
4^rs  pref^t,  it  &all  have  the  force  of  a  law.  But  in  all 'fuch 
cafes,  the  rjotts  of  both  Houfes  (hall  be. determined  by  yeas  and 
Aayj;  and  ths  nances  of  the  perfons  votings  for  or  againd  the  fa^d 
^ill  or  refolve,  fiiall  be  entered  upon  t)ie  public  records  of  the  Com** 
fnoawealth. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  unncceffary  delays,  if  any  bill  or  refolve 
'^11  not  be  'returned  by  the  governor  within  five  days  after  it 
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ftsU  have  been  prefented,  itiic  feme  iUaU  have  jthe  fofce  <rf  jtf 

III.  The  general  court^ihaUior  ever  have  full  power  and  andio* 
rity  to  ere<ft  andcooftitute  judicatories  and  courts  of  record,  or  other  ' 
courts,  to  be  held  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  far  the 
bearing,  trying,  and  detcnninipg  all  manner  of  crimes,  oflFcocei, 
pleas,  proccfles,  plaints,  actions,  matters,  caufe$,  and  things  what> 
foever,  arifing  or  happening  within  the  Commonwealth,  or  be* 
Iween  or  concerning  perfons  inhabiting,  or  refiding,  or  brought 
within  the  fame,  whether  the  ikme  be  criminal  or  civil,  or  whether  the 
faid  crimes  be  capital  or  not  caj^l,  and  whether  the  faid  plea*  be 
real,  pcrfonal,  or  mixed ;  and  for  the  awarding  and  making  out  of 
execution  thereupon ;  to  which  courts  and  judicatories  are  hereby 
given  and  granted  full  power  and  authority  from  time  to  time  to  ad«» 
iuiniiler  oaths  or  affirmations,  for  the  better  difcovery  of  truth  iH  anj 
matter  ia  controverfy  or  depending  before  them. 

IV,  And  further,  full  power  and  authority  are  hereby  ^vcn  and 
granted  to  tl^  laid  General  Court  from  time  to  time  to  make,  ordsdn^ 
and  e&abli(h  all  manner  of  wholefome  and  reaibnable  orders^  laws^ 
Aatutes  and  ordinances,  directions  and  inftrudions,  either  with  pe- 
nalties or  without,  fo  as  the  fame  be  not  repugnant  or  contrary  to 
this  conilitution,  as  they  fhall  judge  to  be  for  the  good  and  welfare  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  for  the  government  and  ordering  thereof, 
pnd  of  the  fubjefts  of  the  fame,  and  for  the  neccflary  fupport  and 
defente  of  the  government  thereof;  and  to  name  and  fettle  an- 
nually, or  provide  by  fixed  laws,  for  the  naming  and  fettling  all  civil 
officers  within  the  faid  Commonwealth,  the  election  and  conHitution 
of  whom  are  not  hereafter  in  this  form  of  government  otherwife  pro- 
vided for ;  and  to  fet  foith  the  feveral  duties,  powers,  and  limits, 
of  the  feveral  civil  and  military  oncers  of  this  Commonwealth,  an4 

^  the  £Drms  of  fuch  oaths  or  affirmations  as  fhall  be  refpe£tively  admu 
piflered  unto  them  for  the  execution  of  their  feveral  offices  and  places, 
fo  as  the  iame  be  not  repugnant  or  contrary  to  this  conftitution;  and 
to  impofe  and  levy  proportional  and  reafonable  afleffincnts,  rates, 
and  taxes,  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of,  and  perfons  refident,  and 
eflates  lying  .within  the  faid  Commonwealth;  and  alfo  to  impofe  and 
levy  reafonable  duties  and  excifes  upon  any  produce,  goods, 
wares,  merchandizes,  and  commodities  -whatfoever,  brought  into, 
produced,  manufa^ured,  or  being  within  the  fame,  tobeifhied  and 
(difjpofed  of  by  warrant  under  the  hand  pf  the  governor  of  this  Com- 

inonwealth 
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moDwealth  for  the  time  being,  with  the  advice  and  confeot  of  tlie 
council,  for  the  public  fervice,  in  the  neceflary  defence  and  fupport 
of  the  government  of  the  faid  Commonwealth,  and  the  protedion  and 
prefervation  of  the  fubje^  thereof,  according  to  fuch  a^  as  are  or 
ihall  be  in  force  within  the  fame. 

And  white  the  public  charges^of  govemmeiit,  or  any  part  tbereoff 
{hall  be  aflefled  on  polls  and  eftates,  in  the  manner  that  has  hitherto 
been  pra6tiied ;  in  order  that  fuch  afrelTments  may  be  made  with 
equality,  there  (hall  be  a  valuation  of  efbtes  within  the  Common* 
wealth  taken  anew  once  in  every  ten  years  at  the  leaft,  and  as 
Tnuch  oftener  as  the  general  court  Ihall  order, 

SENATE. 

I.  There  fliall  be  annually  elc^fted  by  the  freeholders  and  other  in- 
habilM^  of  this  Commonwealth,  qualified  as  in  this  conftitution  is  pro* 
vided,  forty  perfons  to  be  counfellors  and  fenators  for  the  year  enfo- 
)ng  their  eledion,  to  be  chofen  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  di(hi£ls 
into  which  the  Commonwealth  may  from  time  to  time  be  divided  by 
the  general  court  for  that  purpofe.  And  die  general  court,  in 
affigning  the  numbers  to  be  elected  ^y  the  refpe^ive  diftri^ts,  ihaH 
govern  themfelves  by  the  proportion  of  the  public  taxes  paid  by  the 
faid  diflrids,  and  timely  make  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Com-^ 
monwealth,  the  limits  of  each  diftri6k,  and  the  number  of  counfellors 
and  fenators  to  be  chofen  therein,  provided  that  the  number  of  fuch 
diftrids  ihall  be  never  lefs  than  thirteen,  and  that  no  diftrid  be  fa 
large  as  to  entitle  the  fame  to  chufe  more  than  fix  fenatori. 

And  the  feveral  counties  in  this  Commonwealth  ihall,  until  the 
general  court  (ball  determine  it  neceflary  to  alter  the  (aid  dKtrids, 
be  difiri6U  for  the  choice  of  counfellors  and  fenators  (except  that  the 
counties  of  Dukes  county  and  Nantucket,  (hall  form  one  diOtri^k  for 
thatpurpofe)  and  (hkll  eled  the  following  number  for  counfellors ., 
and  fenators,  viz. 

York ft 

Dukes  county  and  Nantucket ,  •    z 
Worceller     ••••«•••$ 

Cumberland ^.  •    i 

Lincoln     ••.••••••    i 

Berkfiiire  t   ,   « * 


Suffolk 6 

Eflex 6 

JMiddlefex    ,.,.,.,.$ 

Hamp(hif(: *   •   •   4 

Plymouth «   «   •   3 

Barnfiable i 

Pflftol •   .  3 
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'  n.  The  fenate  ihall  be  the  firft  branch  of  the  legiildturc ;  and  the 
&nators  fhall  bechofen  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  there  ftiall  be  a 
meeting  on  the  fii-ft  Monday  in  April  annually,  for  ever,  of  the  inhabi-^ 
tants  of  each  town  in  the  feveral  counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
be  called  by  the  feled  men,  and  warned  in  due  courfe  of  law,  at  leaft 
feven  days  before  the  firft  Monday  in  April,  for  the  purpofe  of  elect- 
ing perfons  to  be  iedators  and  counfellors  :  and  at  fuch  meetings 
every  male  inhabitant  of  twenty- one  years  of  age  and  upwards,  having 
a  freehold  eftate  within  the  Commonwealth  of  the  annual  income  of 
three  pounds^  or  any  eftate  of  the  value  of  fixty  pounds,  (hall  have 
a  right  to  give  his  vote  for  the  fenators  for  the  diftrid  of  which  he  is 
an  inhabitant.  And  to  remove  all  doubts  concerning  the  meaning  of 
the  word  "  bhabitant,"  in  this  conftitution,  every  perfon  Ihall  be 
confidered  as  an  inhabitant,  for  the  purpofe  of  ele£ting  and  being 
elected  into  any  office  or  place  within  this  State,  in  that  town,  diftriCt, 
oc  plantation,  where  he  dwcUeth,  or  hath  his  home. 

The  feled  men  of  the  feveral  towns  fliall  preiide  at  fuch  meetingi 
impartially,  and  iliall  receive  the  votes  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  fuch 
towns  prefent,  and  qualified  to  vote  for  fenators,  and  fhall  fort  and 
count  them  in  open  town  meeting,  andia  prefence  of  the  town  clerk, 
who  fliall  make  a  fair  record,  in  prefence  of  the  feledt  men,  and  ia 
open  town  meeting,  of  the  name  of  every  perfon  voted  for,  and  of 
the  number  of  votes  againft  his  name ;  and  a  fiiir  copy  of  this  record 
fhall  be  attefled  by  the  feledt  men  and  the  town  clerk,  and  fliall  be 
iealed  up,  directed  to  the  fecretary  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the 
time  being,  with  a  fuperfcription  expreffing  the  pur[>ort  of  the  con* 
tents  thereof,  and  delivered  by  the  town  clerk  of  fuch  towns  to  the 
flicriff  of  the  county  in  which  fuch  town  lies,  thirty  days  at  leaft  be- 
.  fore  the  laft  Wednefday  in  May  annually  ;  or  it  fliall  be  delivered  into 
the  fecretary's  office  feventeen  days  at  leaft  before  the  faid  laft  Wed- 
nefday in  May  ;  and  the  flieriff  of  each  county  fliall  deliver  all  fuch 
certificates  by  him  received  into  the  fecretary's  office  feventeen  days 
before  thefaid  laft  Wednefday  in  May. 

And  the  inhabitants  of  plantations  unincorporated,  qualified  as  this 
conftitution  provides,  who  are  or  fliall  be  impowered  or  required  to 
aflefs  taxes  upon  themfelves  towards  the  fupport  of  government, 
fliall  have  the  fame  privilege  of  voting  for  counfellors  and  fenators  in 
the  plantations  where  they  refide,  as  town  inhabitants  have  in  their  re* 
fpedive  towns ;  and  the  plantation  meetings  for  that  purpofe  fliall  be 
beld  annually  oft  the  fame  firft  Monday  in  April,  at  fuch  place  in  the 

plantations 
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Manta^iu  rtfpc6dvdy  at  the  ^effots  thereof  f&all  dked ;  wBtdi 
i^eflbrt  (h^  have  Tike  amhonty  for  noting  die  eledors,  colle^m^ 
and  retumixig  the  votet^  as  tht  ftlcik  men  and  town  clerks  have  in  their 
ieveral  towns  by  this  conditution.  And  all  other  perfons  living  in 
places  unincorporated  (qualified  as  aforefaid)  who  (hall  be  afleffed  to 
the  fapport  of  government  by  the  affeflbrs  of  an  adjacent  town^  ihall 
have  the  privilege  of  giving  in  their  votes  for  counfcllors  andfenators^ 
in  the  town  where  they  (hall  be  affeflW,  and  be  notified  of  the  place  of 
meeting  by  the  fele^l  men  of  ttic  town  where  they  fhall  be  afTeifed, 
for  that  purpofc  accordingly* 

HI*  And  that  there  may  be  a  <hie  convention  of  ienators  on  the  laH: 
Wedne^ay  in  May^  annually,  the  governor  and  five  of  the  council 
for  the  time  being  (ball>  as  foon  as  may  be,  examine  the  returned 
copies  of  fuch  recofdl ;  and  fourteen  days  before  the  faid  dayhefiiall 
^ue  his  iummons  to  fuch  perfons  as  fhall  appear  to  be  chofen  by  the 
majority  of  voters,  to  attend  on  that  day  and  take  their  leats  accor- 
dingly; provided  neverthclefs,  that  for  the  fiHl  year  the  faid  returned 
copies  fhall  be  examined  by  the  prefident  and  five  of  the  council  of  the 
former  conftitirtion  of  government ;  and  the  faid  prefident  fhall,  in 
Jike  manner,  ifTue  his  fummons  to  the  perfons  fo  eleded,  that  they 
toay  take  their  feats  as  aforefaid. 

IV.  The  Senate  fhall  be  the  final  judge  of  the  elections,  returns, 
and  qiialificaLtions  of  their  own  members,  as  pointed  out  in  theconflitu* 
tlon,  and  fhall,  on  the  faid  lafl  Wednefday  in  May  annually,  deter-^ 
mine  and  declare  who  are  ele6l:ed  by  each  diflri£t  to  be  fcnators  by  sL 
majority  of  votes  :  and  in  cafe  there  fhall  not  appear  to  be  the  full 
number  of  fenators  ele^ed  by  a  majority  of  votes  for  any  diftri^, 
the  deficiency  fhall  be  fupplied  in  the  following  manner,  vi^.  The 
members  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  and  fuch  fenators  as  fhall  . 
be  declared  eledcd,  fhall  take  the  names  of  fuch  perfons  as  fhall  bd 
found  to  have  the  highcfl  number  of  votes  intuch  diflri£^,  and  not 
elected,  amounting  to  twice  the  number  of  fenators  wanting,  ^ 
there  be  fo  many  voted  for ;  and  out  of  thefe  fhall  eleA  by  ballot  a 
number  of  fenators  fufficient  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  fuch  difh4£t : 
and  in  this  manner  all  fuch  vacancies  fhall  be  filled  in  every  dif^^ritft 
©f  the  Commonwealth;  and  in  like  manner  all  vacancies  in  th# 
Senate,  arifing  by  death,  removal  out  of  the  State,  or  other- 
wffe,  fhall  be  fup^icd  aa  foon  as  may  be,  after  fuch  vacancies  fhall 
(lappcn. 

V.  Provided 
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.  V.  Provided  ncycrthclefs,  that  no  perfon  (liall  be  capable  of  being 
elcfted  as  a  fenator,  who  is  not  feifed  in  his  own  fight  of  a  freehold 
within  this  Commonweahh  of  the  value  of  three  hundred  pounds  at 
leaft,  or  poflefTed  of  perfonal  eftate  to  the  value  of  fix  hundred 
pounds  at  leail,  or  of  both  to  the  amount  of  the  fame  fum,  and  who 
has  not  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth  for  tKe  fpace  of 
five  years  immediately  preceding  his  eledion,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  elci^ion  he  (hall  be  an  inhabitant  in  the  diftrict  for  which  he  fliall 
be  chofen. 

VI.  The  Senate  (hall  have  power  to  adjourn  themfelves,*  provided 
fuch  adjournments  do  not  exceed  two  days  at  a  time.  • 

Vn.  The  Senate  fliall  chufe  its  own  prefident,  appoint  its  own  of- 
ficers, and  determine  its  own  niles  of  proceedings. 

Vni.  The  Senate  fliall  be  a  court  with  full  authority  to  hear  and  de* 
tcrmine  all  impeachments  made  by  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
againfl  any  officer  or  officers  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  mifcon* 
du^  and  mal-adminiflration  in  their  offices.  Bui  previous  to  the  trial 
of  every  impeachment,  the  members  of  the  Senate  fliall  refpedively 
be  fworn,  truly  and  impartially  to  try  and  determine  the  charge  in 
qiieftion  according  to  evidence.  Their  judgment,  however,  fliall 
not  extend  further  than  to  removal  from  office,  and  difqiialification  to 
hold  or  enjoy  any  place  or  honour,  trufl,  or  profit,  under  this  Com- 
monwealth :  but  the  party  fo  convided  fliall  be,  neverthelefs,  liable 
to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and  punifliment,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land. 

IX.  Not  lefs  than  fixteen  members  of  the  Senate  fliall  conftitute 
a  quorum  for  doing  bufinefs. 

HOySE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

I.  There  fliall  be  in  the  legiflature  of  this  Commonwealth  a  reptis- 
fentation  of  the  people  annually  ele<Eted,  and  founded  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  equality. 

II.  And  itr  order  to  provide  for  a  reprefentation  of  the  citizens  of 
this  Commonwealth  founded  on  the  principle  of  equality,  every 
corporate  town  containing  one  hundred  and  fifty,  rateable  polls,  may 
cled  one  reprefentative :  every  corporate  town  containing  three  hun- 
dred and  feventy-five  rateable  poUs^  may  eleft  two  reprefentatives  :  ' 
every  corporate  town  containing  fix  hundred  rateable  polls,  may 
€\e6k  three  reprefentatives  j  and  proceeding  in  that  manner,  making 
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two  hundred  and  twenty-five  rateable  polls,  the  mean  increafirtg 
number  for  every  additional  reprefentative. 

Provided  neverthelefs,  that  each  town  now  incorporated,  not  hav-^ 
ingone  hundred  and  fifty  rateable  polls,  may  ele6t  one  reprefentative: 
but  no  place  (hall  hereafter  be  incorporated  with  the  privilege  of 
electing  a,  reprefentativ'e,  unlefs  there  are  within  the  fame  one  hun- 
dred and  fitty  rateable  polls. 

And  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  have  power  from  time 
to  time  to  impofe  fines  upon  fuch  towns "  as  (hall  negle^^  to  chufe 
and  reiurn  members  to  the  fame,  agreeably  to  this  conflitution* 

The  expences  of  travelling  to  the  general  aflembly,  and  returning 
home  once  in  every  feffion  and  no  more,  fliall  be  paid  by  the  go- 
vernment out  of  the  public  treafury,  to  every  member  who  (hall  at. 
tend  as  feafonably  as  he  can,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe,  and  does 
not  depart  without  leave. 

III.  Every  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  (hall  be  cho(cn 
by  written  votes  j  arul  for  one  year  at  leaft  next  preceding  the  elec- 
tion (hall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of,  and  have  been  feifed  in  his 
own  right  of  a  freehold  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  within  . 
the  town  he  (liall  be  chofen  to  reprefent,  or  any  rateable  e(tate  to 
the  value  of  two  hundred  pounds ;  and  he  (hall  ceafe  to  reprefent 
the  faid  town,  immediately  on  his  ceafing  to  be  qualified  as  afore- 
faid.  * 

IV.  Every  male  perfon,  being  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  refi- 
dent  in  any  particular  town  in  this  Commonwealth  for  the  fpace  of 
one  year  next  preceding,  having  a  freehold  eftate  within  the  fame 
town,  of  the  annual  income  of  thr^e  pounds,  or  any  eftate  of  the  value 
of  fixty  pounds,  (liall  have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  a  reprefen- 
tative or  reprefentatives  for  the  faid  town, 

V.  The  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  (hall  be  chofen^ 
annually  in  the  month  of  May,  ten  days  at  leaft  before  the  laft  Wed- 
nefday  of  that  month. 

VI.  The  Hoiife  of  Reprefentatives  (hall  be  the  grand  inqueft  of  this 
Commonwealth ;  and  ail  impeachments  made  by  them  (hall  be. heard 
artd  tried- by  the  Senate. 

VII.  All  money-bills  (hall  originate  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives, but  the  Senate  may  propofe  or  concur  with  amendments  as  on 
other  bills. 

vm.  The 


OF    MASSACHUSETTS.  I95 

Vin.  The  Houfe  of  Reprefeatatives  fhall  have  power  to  adjourn 
thcmfelves,  provided  fuch  adjournment  lliall  not  exceed  two  days  git 
a  time. 

IX.  Not  lefs  than  fixty  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprelentatives 
fliall  conftitute  a  quorum  for  doing  bufihefs. 

X.  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  be  the  judge  of  the  re- 
turns, elections,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members,  as  pointed 
out  in  the  conflitution  ;  fliall  chufe  their  own  fpeaker,  appoint  their 
own  officers,  and  fettle  the  rules  and  orders  of  proceeding  in  their^ 
own  Houfe.  They  fhall  have  authority  to  p^unifli  by  impriionment 
every  perfon,  not  a  member,  who  fliall  be  guilty  of  difrefped  to  the 
Houfe,  by  any  diforderly  or  contemptuous  behaviour  in  its  pre- 

. fence ;  or  who,  in  the  town  where  the  general  court  is  fitting,  and 
durinj;  the  time  of  its  fitting,  fliall  threaten  harm  to  the  body  or 
eftate  of  any  of  its  members,  for  any  thing  faid  or  done  in  the  Houfe; 
or  who  fliall  aflTault  any  of  them  therefor,  or  who  fliall  aflault  cr 
aryeft  any  witnefs  or  other  perfon  ordered  to  attend  the  Houfe,  in  his 
way  in  going  or  returning,  or  who  fli^U  refcije  any  perfoft  arreted 
by  the  order  of  the  Houfe. 

And  no  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fh^W  be  arrefted  or 
held  to  bail  on  mefrje  procefs,  during  his  going  ijnto,  re^uri^ing  froni^ 
or  his  attcn^iijg  the  general  aflembly. 

XT.  The  Senate  fliall  have  the  fanie  powers  in  the  like  c^fes ;  aii4 
the  governor  ai>d  council  fliall  haye  the  fame  authority  to  punifli  i 
like  cafes.  Provided,  that  no  imprifonment  on  the  warrant  or 
order  of  the  Governor,  Council,  Senate,  or  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
for  either  of  the  ^boye  defcribed  offences,  be  for  a  terna  exceeding 
thirty  day§. 

'And  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  m?iy  try  apd  deterr 
mine  all  cafes  where  their  rights  and  privileges  are  concerned,  and 
which  by  the  conftitution  they  have  authority  to  try  and  determine 
by  comipittees  of  their  own  members,  or  in  f^ch  other  way  as  they 
Uiay  refpedtiveljr  think  beft. 

GOVERNOR* 

I,  There  flialj  be  a  fbpreme  executive  magiftratc,  who  fliall  be 
filled  The  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
siSTTs,  and  whofe  title  fliall  be,  His  Excellency.  , 

II.  The  governor  fhall  be  chofen  annually;  and  no  perfon  fjiall  be 
eligible  Jo  this  office,  unlefs  at  the  time  of  his  eleftion  he  fliall  have 

C  (:  ^  b^ea 
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been  an  inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth  for  fpy^n  ycani  n«t  fxm 
ceding  J  and  unlcfs  he  fhall  at't^ic  fame  time  be  feifed  in  his  6v\^ 
right  of  a  freehold  within  tjie  Cpmnionwealth  of  tl^c  value  of  one 
thoufand  pounds  j  and  unlcfs  he  (hall  declare  himfclf  to  be  of  th^ 
Chriftian  religion,  .  *         ' 

III.  Thofe  perfons  who  (hall  be  qualified  to  vote  for  fenators  and 
reprefentatives  within  the  feveral  towns  of  this  Commonwealth^ 
fliall,  at  a  Aieeting^to  be  palled  for  that  purpofe  on  the  firfl:  Monday 
of  April  annually,  give  in  their  votes  for  a  governor,  ^o  the  ie- 
Je£t  men  who  fhall  prefide  at  fuch  meetings  ;  and  the  town-clerk^  in 
theprcfence,  and,  with  theafljft^nce  of  the  fele£t  men,  (hall,  in  open 
town  meeting,  fort  and  count  the  votes,  and  form  a  lift  of  tl^e  per» 
fens  voted  foi',  with  the  number  of  votes  for  e^ch  perfon  againft  his 
name ;  and  (hall  make  a  fair  record  of  the  fame  in  the  town  bookSy 
and  a  public  declaration  thereof  in  the  faid  meeting;  and  (hall, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  inhabitants,  feal  up  copies  of  the  fajd  lift,  at- 
tefted  by  him  and  the  felec^  men,  and  tranfmit  the  fame  to  th<j  (heriff 
of  the  county,  thirty  days  at  leaft  before  the  laft  Wednefday  in  .May, 
and  the  (lieriff  (hall  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  fecretary's  office^  fpven-. 
teen  days  at  leaft  before  the  faid  laft  Wednefday  in  May  ;  or  the  lb? 
h£t  men  may  caufe  returns  pf  the  faoie  to  be  made  tp  the  office  pf 
tile  fecretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  feventcen  days  at  leaft  before 
the  laid  day ;.  and  the  fecretary  fliall  lay  the  fame  before  the  Senate, 
and  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  on  the  laft  Wednefday  in  May,, 
^o  be  by  them  examined  ;  and  in  cafe  pf  an  elc<Etion  by  the  majority 
pf  all  the  votes  returned,  the  choice  (liall  be  by  them  declared  and 
pul)liflied  ;  but  if  no  perfon  (hall  have  a  majority  of  votes,  the 
Houie  of  Reprefentatives  (liall,  by  b^Jot,  eledt  two  out  of  four  per- 
Ions  who  had  the  higheft  number  of  votes,  if  fo  many  (hall  have  bcei^ 
voted  for;  but  if  other>yife,  out  of  the  number  voted  for,  an4 
make  return  to  the  Senate  pf  the  two  perfons  fo  elected,  on  which  the 
Senate  fljall  proceed  by  ballot,  to  eleft  one,  whp  (hall  be  declared 
governor. 

IV.  The  governor  fhall  havp  authority  from  time  to  tin^e,  at  hl^ 
fjlfcretion,  to  alTemble  and  call  together  the  counfellors  of  this  Com- 
monwealth for  the  time  being;  and  the  governor^  with  the  faid 
counfellors,  or  five  of  them  at  leaft,  fliall  and  may,  ffom  time  tq 
time,  hold  and  kp3p  a  council  for  the  ordering  and  dire^ing  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Commonwealth,  agreeably,  to  tl^e  conftitution  ai^d  tlvs 
lav;s  of  the  land. 
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V*  Ttc  SJOVfrnQKi  with  advice  of  council,  fliall  have  full  pow^ 
and  authority,  during  the  feffion  of  the  general  court,  to  adjourn  cnt 
prorogue  the  fame,  to  any  time  the  two  Houfes  ihall  defire ;  and  to 
idiilblve  the  fame,  on  the  day  next  preceding  the  laft  Wednefday  ia 
May ;  and,  in  the  recefs  of  the  faid  court,  to  prorogue  the  famcp 
from  time  to  tiihe,  not  exceeding  ninety  days  in  any  one  recefs :  and  to 
call  it  together  fooner  than  the  time  to  which  it  may  be  adjourned  or 
prorogued,  if  the  welfare  of  the  Commonwealth  (hall  require  die 
fame.  And  in  cafe  of  any  infectious  diftemper  prevailing  in  the  place  . 
where  the  faid  c^urt  is  next  at  any  time  to  convene,  or  any  other 
caufe  happening  whereby  danger  may  arife  to  the  h^lth  or  lives  of 
the  members  from  their  attendance,  he  may  dired  the  feffion  to  be 
held  at  fome  other  the  moft  convenient  place  within  the  State.    ' 

And  the  governor  ihali  diffolve  the  iaid  general  court  on  the  day 
pcxt  preceding  the  laft  Wednefday  in  May. 

VI.  •In  cafes  of  difagreement  between  the  two  Houfes,  with  regard 
to  the  neceffity,  expediency,  or  time  of  adjournment  or  prorogation, 
tfje  govemor»  with  the  advice  of  the  couricil,  ihall  have  a  right  to 
adjoiun  or  prorogue  the  general  court,  not  exceeding  ninety  days,  ai. 
he  ihall  determine  the  public  good  ihall  require. 

Vn.  The  governor  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  time  being 
ihall  be  the  cpmmander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  of  ail 
the  military  forces  of  th©  State  by  fea  and  land ;  and  ihall  have  full 
power  by  himfdf,  or  by  any  commander,  or  other  officer  or  officer!, 
from  time  to  time  to  train,  inftrud,  exercife  and  govern  the  militia  and 
iiavy,  and*for  the  fpecial  defence  and  fafety  of  the  Commonwealth,  to 
^emble  in  niartial  array,  and  put  in  warlike  ppihire,  the  inhabitantii. 
thereof ;  and  to  lead  and  condqd  them,  and  with  them  to  encounter, 
irpel,  refift,  expel,  and  purfue,  by  force  of  arms,  as  well  by  fea  as 
by  land,  within  or  without  the  limits  of  this  Commonwealth 5, ani 
^pilib  to  kill,  il^y,  and  deftroy,  if  necefl'ary,  and  conquer,  by  all  fit- 
ting ways,  enterprizes,  and  means  whatfoever,  all  and  every  fuch. 
perfon  and  perfons  as  Ihall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  in  a  hoiiile  man- 
lier attempt  or  enterprife  the  deftru<ftion,  invafipn,  detriment,  or 
annoyance  of  this  Commonwealth ;  and  to  ufe  and  exercife,  over 
the  army  and  navy,  and  over  the  mifitia  in  aftual  fervice,  the  law- 
ipartial,  in  time  of  war  or  invaiion,  and  alfo  in  time  of  rebeUion| 
declared  by  the  legiflature  to  exifl,  as  occafion  (hall  neceifarily  re- 
qiaire  ;  and  to  take  and  furprife  by  all  ways  and  means  whatfoevcfy 
^  and  every  fuch  perfpn  or  perfons,  wjth  their  <hips,  arms,  am- 
munition, 
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munition,  and  other  goods,  as  fhall  in  a  hoftile  ofianner  invade,  or 
attempt  the  invading,  conquering,  or  annoying  this  Comnionwealth  5 
and  that  the  governor  be.entru(led  with  alltbefe  and  other  powers 
incident  to  the  offices  of  captain-general  and  commander  in  chief, 
and  admiral,  to  be  exercifed  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  confHtution,  and  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  not  otherwife. 

Provided,  that  the  faid  governor  ihall  not,  at  any  time  hereafter^ 
by  virtue  of  any  power  by  this  conftitution  granted,  or  hereafter  to 
be  granted  to  him  by  the  legiflature,  tranfport  any  of  the  inhabit 
tents  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  oblige  them  to  march  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  feme,  without  their  free  and  voluntary  confent,  or  the 
confent  of  the  general  comt ;  except  fo  far  as  may  be  neceflary  to 
inarch  or  tranfport  them  by  land,  or  water,  for  the  defence  of  luch 
part  of  the  State  to  which  they  cannot  otherwife  conveniently  have 
accefs. 

VIII.  The  power  of  pardoning  offences,  except  fuch  as  perfons 
may  be  convicted  of  before  the  Senate  by  an  impeachment  of  the 
Houfe,  fhall  be  in  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
council :  but  no  charter  of  pardon  granted  by  the  governor,  with 
the  advice  of  the  council,  before  conviftion,  (hall  avail  the  party 
pleading  the  fame,  notwithftanding  any  general  or  particular  expref- 
fions  contained  therein  defcriptiye  of  the  offence  or  offences  intende4 
to  be  pardoned. 

IX.  All  judicial  officers,  the  attorney-general,  folicitor-general, 
all  (heriffs,  coroners,  and  regifters  of  probate,  fhall  be  nominated 
and  appointed  by  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent 
of  the  council ;  and  every  fuch  nomination  fhall  be  made  by  the  go* 
yernor,  and  made  at  leaft  feven  days  prior  to  fuch  appointment. 

X.  Th6  captains  and  fubaltems  of  the  militia  fliall  be  elected  by 
the  written  votes  of  the  train-band  and  alarm-lift  of  their  refpe£tivc 
companies  of  twenty -one  years  of  ag^  and  upwards :  the  field  offi* 
ccrs  of  regiments  (hall  be  elected  by  the  written  votes  of  the  captains 
and  fubalterns  of  their  refpedlive  regiments :  the  brigadiers  flial  be 
clcded  in  like  manner  by  the  field  officers  of  their  refpe£live  brii 
gades :  and  fuch  officers  fo  eleded  fhall  be  commiffioned  by  the  go* 
vemor,  who  fhall  determine  their  rank. 

The  legiflature  fhall,  by  Handing  laws,  direct  the  time  and  man- 
ner 6f  convening  the  eIe6lors,  and  of  collecting  votes,  and  o  cer* 
tifying  to  the  governor  the  ofiicers  elected. 

■■■■■■  ''  '  Thq 
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The  major-generals  fliall  be  appointed  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe 
t>{  Reprefentativesy  each  having  a  negative  upon  the  other ;  and  be 
commiflioned  by  the  governor. 

And  if  the  electors  of  brigadiers,  field  officers,  captains,  or  fub* 
jBiltems,  (hall  negled  or  refufe  to  make  fuch  eleftions,  after  being  duly 
notified,  according  to  the  laws  for  the  time  being,  then  the  gover- 
nor, with  advice  of  council,  fhall  appoint  fuitaMe  perfonsta  fill  fuch 
offices. 

And  no  officer,  duly  commiffioned  to  coipmand  in  the  militia,  fhall 
Ibc  removed  from  his  office,  but  by  the  addrefs  of  both  Houfes  to 
the  governor,  or  by  fair  trial  in  court-martial,  purfuant  to  the  laws 
of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  time  being. 

The  commanding  officers  of  regiments  fhall  appoint  their  adju- 
tants and  quart^-maflers  ;  the  brigadiers  their  brigade-majors  ;  and 
the  major-generals  their  aids ;  and  the  governor  fliall  appoint  the 
adjutant-general. 

The  governor,  with  advice  of  council,  fliall  appoint  all  officers  of , 
the  continental  army,   whom,  by  the  confederation  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  provided,  that  this  Commonwealth  fhall  appoint,  as  alfo 
all  officers  of  forts  and  garrifons. 

The  divifions  of  the  mihlia  into  brigades,  regiments  and  compa- 
nies, made  in  purfuancc  of  the  militia  laws  now  in  force,  flia'l  be 
confidered  as  the  proper  divifions  of  the  militia  of  this  Common- 
wealth, until  the  fame  fhall  be  altered  in  purfuance  of  fome  future 
law. 

XI.  No  monies  fhall  be  ilFued  out  of  the  treafury  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  difpofed  of  (except  fuch  fiuns  as  may  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  redemption  of  bills  6f  credit  or  treafurers  notes,  or  for 
the  payment  of  interefis  arifing  thereon)  but  by  warrant  under  the 
hand  of  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  with  the  advice  and  confent 
of  the  council,  (or  the  necefTary  defence  and  fupport  of  the  Com- 
monwealth; and  for  the  protection  and  prefer\'ation  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  agreeably  to  the  ads  and  refolves  of  the  general  court. 

XII.  All  public  boards,  the  commiflary-general,  all  fuperintend- 
ing  officers  of  public  magazines  and  flores  belonging  to  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  all  commanding  officers  of  fbrts  and  garrifons  within 
the  fame,  fhall  once  in  every  three  months,  officially,  and  without 
requifition,  ^and  at  other  times  when  required  by  the  governor,  de- 
liver to  him  an  account  of  all  goods,  flores,  provifions,  ammunition, 
cannon  witk  their  appendages,  and  fmatl-arn^s  with  their  accoutre- 

3  ments. 
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mcnts,  and  of  all  other  public  property  whatever  under  fhdr  ca/e 
refpeftively;  diftinguiftiing  the  quantity,  number,  quality  and  kind 
'of  each,  as  particularly  as  may  be  9  together  with  the  condition  6f 
fttch  forts  and  garrifons :  and  the  faid  commanding  officer  (ball  ex* 
hibit  to  the  governor,  v/htn  required  by  him,  true  and  exad  plans 
of  Tuch  forts,  and  of  the  land  andfea,  or  harbour  or  harbours  ad* 
jacent. 

And  the  faid  boards,  and  all  public  officers,  fhall  communicate  to 
the  governor,  as  foon  as  may  be  hfter  receiving  the  fame,  all  lettersy 
difpatches,  and  intelligence  i  of  a  public  nature,  which  (hall  be  di- 
rected to  them  refpe6tively.' 
'  XIII.  As  the  public  good  reqiiires  thit  the  governor  fliould  not 
be  under  the  undue  influence  of  any  of  the  members  of  the  general 
court,  by  Vl  dependence  on  them  for  his  fupport— that  he  (hould  in 
all  cafes  a(^  with  freedom  for  the  benefit  of  the  puDlic — that  he 
ihould  not  have  his  attention  neceffarily  diverted  from  that  objc^  to 
his  private  concerns — and  that  he  fhould  maintain  the  dignity  of  the 
Commonwealth  in  the  charader  of  its  chief  magiftrate,  it  is  necef- 
fary  that  'he  fliould  have  an  honourable  ilated  ialary,  of  a  fixed  and 
permanent  value,  amply  fulHcient  for  thofc  purpofes,  and  eftabliflied 
by  (landing  laws  ;  and  it  fhall  be  aitiong  the  firlt  afts  of  the  general 
court,  after  the  commencement  of  this  confUtution,  to  eUablifh  fuch 
falary  by  law  accordingly. 

Permanent  and  honourable  falaries  (hall  alfo  be  eflablifhed  by  law 
for  the  ju dices  of  the  fupreme  judicial  court. 

And  if  it  fhall  be  found  that  any  of  the  falaries  aforefaid,  fo  efta- 
bliflied,  are  infufficient,  they  fhall  from  time  to  time  be  enlarged  as 
the  general  court  fliall  judge  proper. 

LIEUTENANT-GOVTERyOR^  / 

I.  There  fliall  be  annually  elected  a  lieutenant-governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  MafTachufetts,  whofe  title  fhall  be.  His  Honour  ; 
and  who  fliall  be  qualified,  in  point  of  religion,  property,  and  fefi- 
^  ^cncc  in  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  fartie  manner  with  the  gover- 
nor :  and  the  day  and  manner  of  his  election,  -and  the  qualifications 
of  the  ele6lors,  fliall  be  the  fame  as  are  required  in  the  eledi#n  of 
a  governor.  The  return  of  the  votes  for  this  officer^  and  the  decla* 
ration  of  his  eletStion,  fliall  be  in  the  fame  manner :  and  if  no  one 
perfon  (half  be  found  to  have  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  returned, 
,the  vacancy  fliall  be  filled  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
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tivest  in  the  famemanner  as  the  governor  is  to  be  clewed,  in  cafe  no  one 
perfoxf  iliali  have  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  peoplei  ib  be  governor* 
IL  The  governor,  and  in  his  abfence  the  lieutenafit^governoi;, 
^fliall  be  preiidei)^  of  the  cot^ncil^  but  iliall  have  no  vote  in  council ; 
and  the  liciitenant-govcmor  (hall  always  be  a  member  of  tfee  coun- 
cil, except  when  the  chair  of  the  governor  fhall  be  vacant. 

III.  Whenever  the  chair  of  the  governor  fliall  be  vacant,  by  r^a- 
fon  of  his  death,  or  abfence  from  the  Commonwealth,  or  otherwife^ 
the  lieutenant-governor  for  the  time  being  fliall,  during  fuch  va- 
cancy, perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  upon  the  governor,  and  fliall 
have  and  exercife  all  the  powers  and  authorities  which  by  this  con* 
ilitution  the  governor  is  veiled  with  wh«i  perfopally  prefent. 

COUNCIL. 

I.  There  fliall  be  a  council  for  advifing  th*  governor  in  the  exe- 
cutive part  of  government,  to  confifl.  of  nine  perfons  befldes  the 
lieutenant-governor,  whom  the  governor  for  the  time  being  fliall  have 
full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  at  his  dtfcretion,  to 
aflemble  and  caH  together.  And  the  governor,  with  the  faid  coun- 
fellors,  or  Ave  of  them  at  leafl,  fliall  and  may,  from  time  to  time, 
hold  and  keep  a  council,  for  the  ordering  and  dii'edU^g  the  affairs  of 
the  Commonwealth  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

II.  Nine  counfellors  fliall  be  annually  chofen  from  among  the 
perfons  returned  for  counfellors  and  fenators,  on  the  lafl  Wedn<^a/ 
in  May,  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  fenators  and  reprefentatives  af* 
fembled  in  one  room  ;^  and  in  qafe  there  fliall  not  be  found,  upon 
the  firft  choice,  the  whole  number  of  nine  perfons  who  will  accept  a 
feat  in  the.  council,  the  deficiency  fliall  be  made  up  by  the  electors 
aforefaid  from  among  the  people  at  large,  and  the  number  of  fena- 
tors left  fliall  conftitute  the  Senate  for  the  year.  The  feats  of  the  per- 
fons thus  elected  from  the  Senate,  and  accepting  the  truft,  fliall  be 
vacated  in  the  Senate. 

in.  The  counfellors,  in  the  civil  arrangements  of  the  Common- 
wealth, fliall  have  rank  next  after  the  lieutenant^govirnor. 

IV.  Not  more  than  two  counfellors  fliall  be  chofen  out  of  any  one 
diftriiSt  of  this  Commonwealth. 

V*  The  refolutions  and  advice  of  the  council  fliall  be  recorded  in 
a  regifler,  and  figned  by  the  membeps  prefent,  and  this  record  may 
be  called  for  at  any  time  by  either  Houfe  of  the  legiflature^  and  any 
member  of  the  council  may  infert  his  opinion  contrary  to  the  rcfo* 
lution  of  the  majority. 
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VI.  Wbetjcvcr  the  office  of  the  gorcnior  and  lieutenant-gdrcraar 
fliall  be  vacant,  by  reafon  of  death,  abfence,  or  othcnuife,  tlien  the 
councilj  or  the  major  pan  of  them,  (hall,  during  fuch  vacancy,  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  do,  and  execute,*  all  and  every  fuch  a£b» 
matters  and  thirigs,  as  the  governor,  or  the  lieutenant-governor^ 
might  or  could,  by  virtue  of  this  conftitution,  do  or  execute,  if  they ' 
or  either  of  them  were  perfonally  prcfcnt. 

VII.  And  whereas  the  eiedHons  appointed  to  be  made  by  this 
tbnftitution,  on  the  laft  Wednefday  in  May  annually,  by  the  two 
Houfes  of  the  legiflature,  may  not  be  completed  on  that  day,  -the 
laid  elections  may  be  adjoimied  from  day  to  day  until  the  fame  fhall 
be  completed^  And  the  oWcr  of  elef^ions  Ihall  be  as  follows :  The 
vacancies  in  the  Senate,  if  any,  ihall  firft  be  filled  up ;  the  governor 
and  lieutenant-governor  (hall  then  be  elected,  provided  there  diould 
be  no  choice  of  thenf  by  the  people  ;  and  afterwards  the  two  Hpufes 
flidl  proceed  to  the  eledion  of  the  couacil. 

S^ECRETARY,    TREASURER,    COMMIflSART,  &C« 

L  Tht  fccretary,  treafurcr  and  receivcr-geneTaf,  and  the  commif- 
lary-gcncral,  notaries  public,  and  naval  officers,  fhall  be  chofen  an- 
tiually,  by  joint  ballot  of  the  fenators^and  reprefentatives,  in  one 
room.  And  that  the  citizens  of  this  Comnxonwealth  may  be  afTured, 
fi*om  time  to  time,  that  the  monies  remaming  in  the  public  treafury, 
tip?n  the  fettlemelit  and  liquidation  of  the  public  accounts,  arc  their 
property,  no  man  fhall  be  eligible  as  trcafurer  and  receiver-general 
mjre  than  five  years  fucceffively. 

II.  The  records  of  the  Commonwealth  fhall  be  kept  in  the  office 
of  the  fccretary,  who  may  appoint  his  deputies,  for  whofe  conduft 
he  Ihall  be  accountable ;  and  he  fhall  attend  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil, the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  in  perfon,  or  by  hii 
deputies,  as  they  fliall  refpedhrely  require. 

JUDICIARY     POWER. 

I.  The  tenufe  tliat  all  commiffion  officers  fhall  by  law  have  in  thdr 
offices  fhall  be  cxprefTed  in  their  refpe6tivc  commiffions.  Alljudi- 
eial  officers,  duly  appointed,  cop:)miffioned  and  fworn,  fhall  hold 
their  offices  during  good  behaviour,  excepting  fuch  concerning  whom 
there  is  differen^  provifion  m&dc  in  this  conflitution ;  provided,  nc* 
Verthelefs,  the  governor,  with  confent  of  the  council,  may  remove 
them  upon  the  addrefs  of  both  Houfes  of  the  Legiflature. 

4  II.  £ach 
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IL  Each  bnmdi  of  the  lisgjilature)  a$  well  as  ti>e  gor^ rnor  an4 
fjpuncil^  Ihail  have  aotbority  to  require  the  opinions  of  the  jiifiicei 
of  the  fttpreme  judicial  court  upon  important  queftions  of  law,  aQ4 
upon  foleoin  occafions* 

in*  la  ox«ler  that  the  people  may  not  futFer  from  the  long  con- 
tinuance  in  place  of  any  juftice  of  the  peace,  who  (lull  fail  of  dif* 
charging  the  important  duties  of  bis  office  with  ability  or  fidelityi 
all  conimiffionsof  julHces  of  the  pease  ihall  expire  and  become  void 
in  the  term  of  ieven  years  from  their  refpe6tive  dates ;  and  upon  the 
ei4>iradon  of  any  commiffion,  the  fame  may,  if  neceifaryi  be  re* 
Aewedy  or  another  perfon  appointed,  as  ihall  moft  conduce  to  the 
well-being  of  the  Commonwealth. 

IV.  The  judge?  of  probate  of  wills,  and  for  grantiqg  letters  of 
adminifiration,  fliall  hold  their  courts  at  fuch  place  or  places,  oa 
&ced  days,  as  the  convenience  of  the  -pei^Ie  fiiall  require ;  and  the- 
Legiflature  {halt,  from  time  to  time,  hereafter  appoint  iuch  times  and 
places;  until  which  appointments,  the  fa!d  courts  (hall  be  liplden  at 
<the  times  and  places  which*the  refpedtive  judges  ihall  <lired. 

"  V.  All  caufes  of  marriage,  divorce  and  alimony,  and  all  appeals 
from  the  judges  pf  probate,  ihall  be  beird  and  determined  by  the 
goijernor  and  pouncil,  until  the  LegiHaturc  ihall  by  law  make  other 
proviflon,  *  ^ 

DEI^EGATES    TO   OOKGRESS*  » 

.  The  delegates  of  this  Comnoonwealth  to  the  Congreft  ^f  the 
United  States  ihall,  fome  time  in  the  month  of  June  annually,  be 
elected  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentat 
lives,  aiTembU^d  together  in  one  room»  to  fefve.  in  Congrefs  for  on^ 
year,  to  commence  on  the  firft  Monday  In  Notember  then  next  en* 
fuingk  They  fliall  have  cammiffions  under  the  hand  of  the  governor 
and  the  great  feal  of  the  Comnaonwealth,  bjit  may  be  recalled  at  any 
time  within  the  year,  and  others  chofep  and  cpmrniilioned,  ill  th^ 
fame  manner,  in  their  Aead. 

VNiyfiRSITY   OF   CAMBRIDpEf 

L  Whereas  our  wife  and  pious  anceftors^  fo  early  as  the  y^ai 
1636^  laid  the  foundation  of  Harvard  College,  in  which  uni verity 
many  perfons  of  great  eminence  have,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  been 
initiated,  in  thofe  arts  and  fcienccs  wb»ch  qualified  them  for  publio 
employments,  both  in  church  and  ilate  f  an4  whereas  the  encourage^ 
^ent  of  arts  ^d  fciences,  and  all  good  li|er^ture^  tends  to  the  ho^ 
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noUr  of  God,  the  advantage  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  tfic  gtcat 
benefit  of  this  and  the  other  United  States  of  America ;  it  is  declared^ 
that  the  prefident  and  fellows  of  Harvard  College,  in  their  corpo- 
rate capacity,  and  their  fucceflbrs  in  that  capacity,  their  officers  and 
fervants,  fliall  have,  hold,  ufe,  cxcrcife  and  enjoy  all  the  powers, 
authorities,  rights^  liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and  franchifes, 
which  they  now  have,  Or  are  entitled  t<J  have,  hold,  nf^,  exercife 
and  enjoy :  and  the  fame  are  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed  unt» 
them,  the  faid  prefident  and  fellows  of  Harvard  College,  and  to  their 
fijcceiTors,  and  to  their  officers  and  fervants,  refpe^vely,  for  ever. 

II.  And  whereas  there  have  been  at  fundry  times,  by  divers  per- 
fons,  gifts,  grants,  devifes  of  houfes,  lands,  tenements,  goods,  chat- 
tels, legacies  and  conveyances,  heretofore  made,  cither  to  Harvard 
College,  in  Cambridge,  in  New-England,  ot  to  the  prefident  and 
fellows  of  Harvard  College,  or  to  the  faid  college  by  fome  other 
defcription,  under  fcveral  charters  fucceffively;  it  is  declared,  that 
all  the  f*id  gifts,  grants,  devifes,  legacies  and  conveyances,  are  hereby 
for  ever  confh-med  unto  the  prefident  and  fellows  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege, and  to  their  fucceflbrs  in  the  capacity  aforefaid,  according  ta 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  donor  or  donors,  grantor  or 
grantors,  devifor  or  devifors. 

III.  And  whereas,  by  an  ad  pf  the  general  court  of  the  colony  of 
Maflapbufetts  bay,  pafled  in  the  year  164a,  the  governor  and  deputy- 
governor  for  the  time  being,  and  all  the  magiftrates  of  that  jurif- 
di^lion,  were,  with  the  prefident,  and  a  number  of  the  clergy  in  the 
faid  ad  defcribcid,  conftituted  the  overfcers  of  Harvard  College :  and 
it  being  neceflary,  in  this  new  conftitution  of  government,  to  afcer- 
tain  wha  (hall  be  deemed  fucceflbrs  to  the  faid  governor,  deputy- 
governor,  and  magiflrates:  it  is  declared,  that  the  governor,  lieu- 
tenant-governor, council,^  and  Senate  of  this  Commonwealth  aFe, 
and  fliall  be  deemed  their  fucceflTors  ;  who,  with  the  prefident  of 
Harvard  Coliegie  fpii;  the  time  being,  together  with  the  minifters  of  - 
the  pf^ngregational  phurches  in  the. towns  of  Cambridge,  Water- 
town,  Cbarleflon,  Bofton,  Roxbury  and  Dorchefter,  mentioned  ia 
the  faid^d,  fhall  be,  and  ha-eby  are,  vefted  with  all  the  powers  and 
authority  b^^Ionging,  or  in  any  way  appertaining,  to  the  overfeers  of 
Harvard  College  ;  provided,  that  nothing  herein  fhall  be  conftrued 
to  prevent  the  Legiflature  of  this  Commonwealth  from  making  fiich 
alterations  in  the  government  of  the  faid  univerfity,  as  fliall  be  con- 
ffaciye  to  its  advantage,  a^id  the  intereft  of  the  republic  of  letters,  in 
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fe  ftiil  a  manner  as  might  have  been  done  by  ^  Leglflature  of  llie 
late  province  of  the  MalTachufetts  bay* 

ENCOURAGEMENT  OF  LITERATURC. 

Wifilom  and  knowledge,  at  well  as  virtnei  difitifed  generally 
among  the  body  of  the  people,  being  neceiTary  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  rights  and  liberties ;  and  as  thefe  depend  on  fpreading  the 
opportunities  and  advantages  of  education  in  the  various  parts  of 
the  country,  and  among  the  difl^rent  orders  of  the  people  ;  it  (hall 
be  the  duty  of  the  l^giflatures  aqd  magiibates,  in  all  future  periods 
of  this  Comnoonwealth,  to  cherifh  the  interefls  of  literature  an<i  the 
fciences,  and  all  feminaries  of  them ;  efpecially  the  univerfity  at 
Cambridge^  public  fchools  and  grammar  fchools  in  the  towns ;  to 
encourage  private  focieties  and  public  in^tutions,  rewards  and  im-* 
munities,  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  arts,  fciences,  commerce, 
trades,  manufa6tures,  and  a  natural  hiftory  of  the  country ;  to  coun- 
tenance and  inculcate  the  principles  of  humanity  and  general  bene- 
volence, public  and  private  charity,  induilry  and  frugality,  honefty 
and  punduality  in  their  dealings  ;  fincerity,  ^ood-humour,  and  all 
focial  affections  and  generous  fentiments  among  the  people. 

OATHS   AND   SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Any  perfon  chofen  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  counfcllor, 
fenator^  or  reprcfentative,  and  accepting  the  truft,  (hall,  before  he 
proceed  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  place  or  office,  make  and  fub- 
fcribe  the  following  declaration,  viz. 

•*  I  A'.  B.  do  declare,  that  I  believe  the  Chriftian  religion,  and 
tiave  a  firm  perfuafion  of  its  truth ;  and  that  I  am  feifed  and  pof* 
fe^d,  in  my  own  right,  of  the  property  required  by  the  conftitu^ 
tion  ^  one  qualification  for  the  office  or  place  to  which  I  am  elected.'* 

And  the  governor,;  lieutenant-governor,  and  counfellors,  lliall 
make  and  fubfcribe  the  faid  declaration  in  the  prefence  of  the  two 
Houfes  of  AlTembly ;  and  the  fenators  and  reprefentatives  firil  ele6led 
under  this  conilitution,  before  the  prefident  and  five  of  the  council 
of  the  former  conftitutiop,  and  for  ever  afterwards  before  the  gover- 
nor afld  council  for  the-time  being. 

And  every  perfcm  chofen  to  either  of  ihe  places  or  offices  afore- 
iaid,  as  alfb  any  perfon  appointed  or  commiffioned  to  any  judicial^ 
executive,  military,  or  other  office  under  the  government,  (hall,  be- 
fcjre  be  enters  on  the  difcharge  of  the  bufinefs  of  hjs  place  pr  office^ 

take 
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tido^and  fubfcribe  the  foUowing  declaration,  and  oaths  or  aCaia« 
tions,  viz. 

"  I  A.  B.  do  truly  end  finccrely  acknow'Icdgc,  profefs,  tcftify, 
and  declare,  that  the  Gommodwealth  of  Maffachufetts  is,  and  of 
right  ought  to  be,  a  free,  Sovereign,  and  indcpendctit  State ;  a'nd  I  do 
fWear,  that  I  will  be^  ti*ue  faith  and  aliegtance  to  the  fald  Common* 
weahh^  and  that  I  wtU  defend  the  ikme  againft  tf aiterous  confpiracies 
and  all  hoftile  attempts^hatfoever:  and  that  I  do  renounce  and  abjure 
all  allegiance^  ftfbje6Uon,  ind  obedience,  to  the  King,  Qijpen,  or  go- 
yemment  of  Great-Britain  (as  the  c^fe  may  be)  and  every  ot.her  foreign 
power  whatfoever :  and  liiat  no  fordgn  prince,  perfbn,  prelate,  ftate, 
or  potentate,  hath,  or  oag^  to  have,  any  jnrifdi^lion,  fuperiority^ 
pre-eminence,  authority,  diipenfing  or  other  power,  in  any  matter, 
civil,  eccleiiaftical,  orfpintual,  within  this Comtnomvealth,  except  tbo 
authority  or  power  which  is  or  may  be  vefted  by  their  conftitnerits  in 
the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States.  And  I  do  further  tcftrfy  and  de* 
clare,  that  no  man  or  body  of  men  hath  or  can  have  any  light  to  ib* 
felveor  difcharge  me  from  the  obligation  of  this  oath,  declaration,  or 
affirmation ;  and  that#I  do  n^ke  this  acknowledgment,  profeffion, 
tefiiniony,  declaration,  denial,  renunciatbn,  and  abjuratbn,  heartily 
and  truly,  according  to  the  common  meaning  and  acceptation  of  the 
foregoing  words,  without  any  equivocation,  mental  evaiion,  or  fecret 
refervatton  whatfoever.    So  help  roe  God." 

**  1  A.  B.  do  folemnly  fwear  and  affirm,  that  I  will  fahhfully  and 
.  impartially  difcharge  and  perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  on  me  as 
according  to  the  bed  of  my  abilities  and  under^nding, 
agreeably  to  the  roles  atKl  regulations  of  the  conftltution^  and  the 
laws  of  this  Commonwealth.  So  help  me  God.*! 
•  Provided  always,  that  when  ^ny  perfon  chofen  or  appointed  as 
lifbrefaid,  (hall  be  of  the  denomination  of  the  people  called  Quakers^ 
and  ihall  decline  taking  the  faid  oaths,  he  (liatl  make  his  affirmation 
}n  the  foregoing  form,  and  fubfcribe  the.  fame,  omitting  the  words, 
f*'  Ido  fwiar^^  '^  and  ahjure^'^  *^  ^ath  i>r,"  ^^  ahjur^tion^**  in  th« 
^rfl  oath;  and  in  the  fecond  oath,  the  words,  ^^ fvjear  and^*  and  in 
each  of  them  the  words,  **  $o  Mp  me  God^^*  fubjoming  inft;ea4 
thereof^  *'  This  I  do  under  the  pains  and  penalties  ofperjuiy.** 

And  the  laid  oaths  or  affirmations  fliall  be  tak^^h  and  fubfcribed  by 
the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  eounfeliors,  before  the 
prcfident  of  the  Senate  in  the  prefence  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Affcm^ 
l>ly;  and  by  the-fepators  and  reprefentatives  firft  ^Ifd^d  uijderthi^ 

co;^- 
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^Oiiftitutiot)^  before  the  pitfident  and  five  of  thecoubcil  of  the  foirmer 
conHitution,  and  for  ever  afterwards  before  the  governor  and  council 
for  the  time  being,  and  by  the  refidue  of  the  officers  aforefaid,  before 
fuch  peribns  and  in  fuch  manner  as  from  time  to  time  ftiall  be  prc- 
fcribed  by  the  legiflature, 

DISCtyALlFICATfONS   FOR   OFFICE, 

No  governor,  lieutenant-goveraor,  or  judge  of  the  Supreme  • 
Jwiicial  Court,  fliall  hold  any  other  office  or  place  under  the  autho- 
th<Krity  of  this  Commonwealth,  except  fuch  as  by  this  conftitutxon  they 
are  admitted  to  hold ;  faving  that  the  judges  of  the  faid  court  may 
hold  the  offices  of  juftfces  of  the  peace  through  the  State  ;  nor  (hal! 
they  hold  any  other  place  or  office,  or  receive  any  penfion  or  falary 
from  any  other  ftate  or  government  or  power  whatever. 

No  perfon  fliali  be  capable  of  holding  or  cxercifing  at  the  fame 
time  more  than  one  of  the  following  offices  within  this  State,  viz. 
judge  oi-  probate,  iheriff,  i-egifter  of  probate,  or  regifter  of  deeds ;  and 
never  more  than  any  two  offices  Whichr  are  to  be  held  by  appointment 
of  the  governor,  or  the  governor  and  council,  or  the  Senate,  or  the 
Houie  of  Keprefentatives,  or  by  the  election  of  the  people  of  the 
State  at  laxge,  or  of  the  people  of  any  omintry,  military  offices 
and  the  offices  of  juftkes.of  the  peaoe  excepted^  ihall  be  held  by  one 
pcrfonr 

No  perfon  hokfing.  the  office  of  judge  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  fecretary,  attorney-general,  folici tor-general,  treafurer,  or 
receiver- general,  judge  of  probate,  commifTary-general ;  -prefident, 
profeflbr,  or  inftrudtor  oi  Harvard  college ;  IherifF,  clerk  of  th^ 
Hooie  of  Representatives,  regifter  of  probate,  regifter  of  deeds, 
derk  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  clerk  of  the  inferior  court 
of  Comraioix  Pleas,  or  officer  of  the  aiftoms,  including  in  this 
deftnption  naval  officers,  ihall  at  the  fame  time  have  a  feat  in  the 
Senate  or  Houfe  of  Rcprefentatives ;  but  their  being  chofen  or  ap- 
pointed to,  and  accepting  the  famt^  fliall  operate  as  a  refignation  of 
then*  feat  in  the  Senate  or  Houie  of  Rcprefentatives,  and  the  place  fo 
vatrated  fliall  be  filled  up^ 

And  the  fenc  rule  &all  take  place  in  cafe  any  judge  of  the  faid 
Supreme  Judicial  Courts  or  judge  of  pr(^te,  fliall  accept  of  a  feat  i& 
council;  or  any  cofluAdU^  fliall  acpqn  ofeiUicr  of  thofe  offices  ox: 
places. 

And  no  perfon  (ball  ever  be  admitted  to  hold  a  fcat  in  the  legifla- 
ture, or  any  office  of  tru.ft  or  importance  under  the  govemmefet  of 
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this  Commonwealth,  who  ihall,  in  the  due  cotirfe  of  law,  hare 
been  convicted  of  bribery  or  corruption  in  obtaining  an  eledtion  or 
appointment. 

PBCUNIARV   QUAUFICATIONS  FOR   OFFICE* 

In  all  cafes  where  fums  of  money  are  mentioned  in  this  confti- 
tution  of  qualifications,  the  value  thereof  fliall  be  computed  in  filver, 
at  fix  fhiUings  and  eight-pence  per  ounce;  and  it  fhall  be  in  the 
power  of  the  legiflatiire  from  time  to  time  to  increafe  fuch  qualifi- 
catirins,  as  to  property  of  the  perfons  to  be  eleded  into  offices,  as 
the  circumftances  of  the  Commonwealch  iball  require. 

COMMISSIONS, 

All  GommiiEons  fiiall  be  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Maffachufetts,  figned  by  the  governor,  and  attefted  by  the  fe- 
cretary  or  his  deputy,  and  have  the  great  feal  of  the  Common* 
wealth  affixed  thereto. 

WRITS. 

All  writs  iffuing  out  of  the  clerk's  office  in  any  of  the  courts  c^ 
law  (hall  be  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  MalTachufetts ; 
they  iliall  be  under  the  feal  of  the  court  from  whence  they  iiTue  ; 
they  fliall  bear  teft  of  the  firft  juftice  of  the  court  to  which  they 
fiiall  be  returnable  who  is  not  a  party, ,  and  be  figned  by  the  clerk 
of  fuch  court. 

CONFIRMATION   OP   LAWS. 

All  the  la\^s  which  have  heretofore  been  adopted,  ufed  and  ap- 
proved in  the  province,  colony,  or  State  of  Maflachufetts  bay,  and 
nfually  pradlifed  on  in  the  courts  of  law,  fiiall  fiill  remain  and 
be  in  full  force,  until  altered  or  repealed  by  the  legiflature ;  fuch 
parts  only  excepted  as  are  repugnant  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
contained  in  this  conflitution.     * 

HABEAS    CORPUS. 

The  privilege  and  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  (hall  be  en- 
joyed in  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  moflr  free,  eaf]^,  cheap,  ex- 
peditious, and  ample  manner ;  and  (halU  not  be  fufpended  by  the 
legifiatdre,  except  upon  the  moft  urgent  and  prefiing  occafions,  and 
for  a  limited  time  not  exceedmg  twelve  months* 

ENACT* 
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SKACTIRG   STILE  OP   LAWS. 

The  ena£ting  fttte  in  makiDg  and  paffing  all  afts,  ftatutes,  and 
taws,  (hail  be,  **  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  aqd  Houfeof  Reprefen- 
tatives  in  general  court  aflembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame/* 

CiONTINITANCS  OF  OFFICERS* 

To  the  end  there  may  be  no  failure  of  juftice,  or  danger  arifc 
to  the  Commonwealth  from  the  change  of  the  iform  of  government-*^ 
all  officers,  civil  and  military,  holding  commiffions  under  the  ga# 
vcmment  and  people  of  Maflacbufcf ts  bay,  in  New-England,  and  all 
other  officjcrs  of  the  (aid  government  and  people,  at  the  time  this  con* 
dilution  (hall  take  effed,  ihall  have,  hold,  ufe,  ex^rcife,  and  en- 
joy all  the  powers  ai^i  authority  to  them  granted  or  oHnmitted, 
until  other  perfons  (liall  be  appointed  in  their  ilead  $  and  all  cou^^ 
of  law  (hal)  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  bu^nefs  pf  their  refpec* 
live  departments  ;  and  ^11  the  executive  and  iegiflative  officers,  bodies, 
and  powers,  fh^U  continue  in  full  force,  in  the  enjoy^ient  and 
exercife  of  all  their  truils,  employments,  and  i^uthority,  iintH 
the  general  court,  apd  the  fupreme  and  executive  officers  under 
this  conftitutipn,  are  defign^ted  and  ipvpfted  with  their  refped^ive 
tni&Sf  powers,  and  autfaorit^^ 

jPILOVISION    FOR  REVISAL. 

In  order  the  motp  eflSs£h|ally  to  adhere  to  the  principles  of  tbiK 
confiitutiop,  and  to  correft  thofe  violations  which  by  any  meane 
may  be  made  thereip,  as  well  as  to  form  fuch  alterations  as  from  ex^ 
perience  ihafl  be  found  neceflary,  the  general  court  which  fli4ll  be  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  ^d  ninety- five, 
ihall  iifue  pr^cepjts  to  ^he  fele£^  tpen  of  ^  feveral  tovns,  and  to  the 
afleffors  of  the  unincorporated  plantations,  directing  them  to  convene 
the  qualified  voters  of  their  refpedive  towns  and  plantations,  for  the 
purpofe  of  collecting  their  fen^imei^ts  on  the  neceflity  or  expediency 
of  revifing  the  conftiti}tion,  in  order  to  amendments. 

And  if  it  ftiall  s^ppear  by  the  returns  n^ade,  that  two-thirds  of  the 
qualified  voters  throughou|:  the  State,  who  fli^ll  aiTemble  and  vote  in 
confequei^ce  of  the  faid  precept,  are  in  favour  of  fu^h  revifion  and 
amendment,  the  general  court  Qiall  ilTue  precepts,  or  dire6t  them  to 
be  iiTued  from  tl^e  fecretary's  office  to  the  feveral  towns,  to  eleft  4* ' 
legates  to  qdeet  in  convention  for  the  purpofe  aforeiaid. 
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The  faid  delegates  to  be  chofipn  in  the  fame  manner  and  pr^orw 
tion  a§  their  reprefentatives  in  the  fecond  bram^  of  the  legiflatur^ 
are  by  this  cpnftitutiiop  to  be  chofen. 

COVCLUs'lOV. 

This  form  of  govemioent  fliall  be  enrolled  on  parchment,  and 
depofited  in  the  fccretary*s  office^  and  be  a  parrof  the  laws  of  the 
land  ;  and  printed  copies  theieof  fhall  be  prefixed  to  the  hook  con- 
taining the  l^ws  of  tiiis^Commonw^alth,'  in  all  future  ^ition9  q£ 
the  faid  laws.* 

*  Thofc  who  wi(h  for  a  more  minute  hiftorical  account'pf  Ac  rife  and  progrefs  of 
this  State,  are  referred  to  .Ilutchinfon*s  Hiftory  of  Mariachufett&-^I!llinot*s  Hiftory  ot 
the  Infurrc^ion  in  Maffachufetts— The  Publicatfdnr  of  the  Hi^ortcal  Society,  in  th* 
American  A{)ollo->nazard's  Hiftorical  Cblle^on^^-^Shalmer's:  ?oUti^  ^M^als,  aai| 
(5o«gh*f  Hfftory  of  the  Peoplt  called  Quitoete.  -  ' 
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.  BttONGING  TO  MASSACHUSETTS. 

SITUATION,  EXtE^Tj  AND  BOUNDARIES. 

JL  HIS  province,  or  diftri<^,  is  fituated  between  43°  add  48^  nortJK 
latitude,  and  /^  ind  9^  eaft  longitude  from  Philadelphia ;  it  is  about 
one  hundred  and  feventy  miles  in  length,  and  abodt  one  hundred 
•and  twetity-fivc  niiles  in  breadth.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by- 
Lower  Canada,  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  the  high  lands.  On  th6 
eail  by  a  river  called  St.  Croix,  and  a  line  drawn  due  north  from  the 
foilrce  of  the  faid  river  to  the  high  lands  before  mentioned,  which  fe- 
parates  it  from  the  province  of  New-Brunfwick ;  bur  what  river  is 
referred  to  under  the  name  of  St.  Croix,  in  the  treaty  of  1783, 
"Which  laid  the  foundation  bf  this  boundar}'  line,  is  at  prefent  a  fub- 
je6t  of  difpute  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  Th6 
French,  according  to  their  mode  of  ta)cing  pofleffion^  always  fixed  a 
crofs  in  every  river  they  came  to.  '  Almoft  every  riv^r  on  the  coaft 
they  difcovered,  has,  therefore^  in  turn  been  called  La  Riviere  de  Stw 
Croix. 

There  are  three  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the  bay  of  Paflkj- 
maquaddy,  the  eafternmoft  always  called  by  the  native  Indians^  atid 
French,  St.  Croix,  and  the  middle  one  Schoodiac.  Before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  war.  Governor  Barnard  fent  Mr.  Mitchell,  a 
furveyor,  and  feVcral  others,  to  explore  the  bay  of  PafTamaquaddy, 
lo  examine  the  natives,  and  to  fipd  out  which  was  the  true  river  St. 
Croix.  They  did  accordingly,  and  reported  it  to  be  the  eafternmoft 
river,  and  returned  correfpondent  plans  of  their  furvey.  At  the^ 
forming  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  the  commiflioners  had  Mitchell's 
tnaps  5  atid  in  fixing  the  bouhdary  between  that  part  of  Nova  Scotia^ 
tiow  calUd  New-Bronfwick,  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Mafiachufetts, 

Eez  they 
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they  coofideredittobe  tbenvorlsuddawnbyiiiii)*  After  tbe  peace^ 
ibc  Britifli  fubjeds  of  Nova  Scotia  took  pofleflb>ii  of  all  the  lands  be- 
tween St.  Croix  and  Schoodiac  rivers,  which  trad  is  faid  to  be  nearly 
as  large  as  the  State  of  New-Hampikire,  and  now  bold  pofleffion  of 
thefamt,  affcrting  that  Schoodiac  is  the  true  St. Croix;  theyalfo 
daim  all  the  iflands  in  the  bay  of  Pafiamaquaddy,  although  ieveral  of 
them  lie  feveral  miles  weft  of  the  river  which  they  call  the  boundary* 
Thus  the  province  of  Maine  ir,  for  the  prefent,  abridged  of  a  very 
I^ge  portion  of  its  territory^  to  which  it  appears,  by  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  to  be  entitled.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  on  the  weft  by  the 
State  of  New-Hamplbire. 

The  old  province  of  Maine  (included  in  the  above  limits)  is 
bounded  on  the  weft  by  New-Hampftiire,  fouth  by  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
and  north  and  north-eaft  by  the  land,  called  in  fome  maps  Sagada« 
hock*  It  was  fuppofed  at  the  time  of  its  being  made  a  province,  to  have 
been  one  bundled  and  twenty  miles  fquare ;  but  by  a  fettlement  of 
the  line,  in  17379  on  the  part,  or  fide  adjoining  New-Hampftiire, 
the  form  of  the  land  was  reduced  from  a  fquare  to  that  of  a  diamond. 

AIR  AND  CUMATE. 

The  eltn»ate  does  not  materially  differ  from  the  reft  of  New-Eog* 
land.  The  weather  is  more  regular  in  the  winter,  which  ufually 
jafts  with  feverity,  from  the  middle  of  December  to  the  latter  end  of 
March ;  during  this  time  the  ponds  and  frefti  water  rivers  are  paflaUe 
on  the  ice,  and  fteighing  continues  uninterrupted  by  thaws,  which 
are  common  in  the  three  fouthern  New-England  States. .  Although 
vegetation  in  the  fpring  commences  earlier  in  thofe  States  than  in 
this  diftriA,  yet  here  it  is  much  more  rapid.  The  elevation  of  the 
hinds  in  general-^he  purity  of  the  air,  which  is  rendered  fweet  and 
falubrious  by  the  balfaroic  qualities  of  many  of  the  foreft  trees — the 
limpid  ftreams,  both  large  and  fmall,  which  abundantly  water  this 
couuf  ly,  and  the  regularity  of  the  weather,  all  unite  to  render  this 
one  of  the  healthieft  countries  in  the  world. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,    &c. 

The  diftria  of  Maine,  though  an  elevated  trad  of  country,  cannot 

be  called  mountainous ;  it  has  a  fea  coaft  of  about  two  hundred  and 

forty  miles,  in  which  diftance  there  are  an  abundance  of  fafe  and 

commodious  .harbours  f  befidcs  which  there  is  a  fecwity  given  to\ 

navigsb^ 
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lidvigatk>n)  on  fome  part  of  the  cozHty  by  what  is  Catied  the  /«- 
la/tJ  pajfage*  Almofl  the  whole  coaft  is  lined  With  iflands,  among 
which  veflels  may  generally  anchor  with  fafety. 

The  principal  bays  are,  Paflamaquaddy,  Machias,  Penobfcot, 
Caicoy  and  Wells.  Of  thefe,  Penobfcot  and  Cafco  are  the  moft  re- 
markable. Both  are  full  of  ifiands,  fome  of  which  are  large  enough 
for  towndiips.  Long-Ifland,  in  the  center  of  Penobfcot  bay,  is  fif- 
teen miles  in  length,  and  from  two  to  three  in  breadth,  and  forms 
an  incorporated  townihip,  by  the  name  of  lileborough,  containing 
about  four  hundred  inhabitants.  On  a  fine  peninfula  on  the  eafl  fide 
of  the  bay  the  Britifh  built  a  fort  and  made  a  fettlement,  which  i$ 
now  the  Ihirc  town  in  the  county  of  Hancock.  The  points  of  Caico 
bay  are,  Cape  Small  Point  on  the  eaft^  and  Cape  Elizabeth  on  the 
weft.  This  bay  is  about  twenty-five  miles  in  width,  and  fourteen  ia 
length,  forming  a  moft  excellent  harbour  for  veflels  of  any  burden, 
and  interfperfed  with  a  multiitude  of  iflands,  fome  of  which  are 
nearly  large  enough  for  townfhips*  Wells'  bay  lies  between  Cape 
Porpoife  and  Cape  Neddock. 

The  whole  interior  part  of  the  country  is  watered  by  many  large 
and  fmali  rivers ;  the  principal  are  the  following,  as  you  proceed 
from  eaft  to  wefl.  St.  Croix,  a  fhort  river,  ifTuing  from  a  large  pond 
in  the  viciiwty  of  St.  John's  river,  remarkable  only  for  its  forming  a 
part  of  the  eaftern  boundary  of  the  United  States.  Next  is  PaflTama- 
quaddy  river,  which,  with  the  Schoodiac  from  the  wefl,  falls  by  one 
mouth  into  Pafifamaquaddy  bay.  Oppofite  Mount  Defert  liland^ 
which  is  about  fifteen  miles  long,  and  twelve  braad.  Union  river 
empties  into  a  large  bay.  A  fhort  diflance  wefl  is  the  noble  Penob- 
fcot, which  rifes  in  two  branches  from  the  high  lands ;  of  this  we 
have  already  fpoken,  as  we  have  alfo  of  the  Kennebeck,  AmeriP- 
coggin,  and  the  Saco,^  which  likewife  flow  through  this  diftrid. 
At  the  falls  of  the  latter,  which  are  about  fix  miles  from  the  fea,  the^ 
river  is  broken  by  Indian  Ifland,  over  which  is  the  poft  road,  and 
a  bridge  is  thrown  over  each  of  the  branches.  A  number  of  mills 
areeredted  here,  to  which  logs  are  floated  from  forty  and  fifty  miles 
above,  and  veflels  can  come  quite  to  the  mills  to  take  in  the  lumber* 
Four  million  feet  of  pine  boards  were  annually  fawed  at  thefe  mills 
before  the  war.    Biddeford  and  Pepperhiil  borough  lie  on  either  fide 

4}f  the  mouth  o£  this  river.    Moufbm,  York^  and  Cape  Neddock 
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rivers,  in  the  county  of  York,  are  fhort  and  inconfiderable  fti'eams* 
Sheepfciit  is  a  river  navigable  for  twenty  or  thirty  miles,  and  emp* 
ties  itfelf  into  the  ocean  a  little  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Kennebeck* 
On  this  river  is  the  important  port  of  Wifcalfet,  in  the  toArnftiip  of 
Pownalborough. 

Stevens's  river  heads  witfiin  a  mile  tjf  Merry  Meeting  Bay,  a  com* 
munication  with  which  has  lately  been  opened  by  means  of  a  canal* 
Cuflens  river  is  between  Freeport  and  North  Yarmouth.  Royals 
liver  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  at  North  Yarmouth.  Prefumfcnt 
river  meets  the  fea  at  Falmouth ;  it  is  fed  by  a  lake  called  Sebacook, 
fitnated  at  about  eighteen  miles  N.  W.  of  Portland,  and  conne6ted 
with  Long  Pond  on  the  N.  W.  by  Sungo  river.  The  whole  extent  of 
thefe  waters  is  nearly  thirty  miles  in  a  N.  W.  and  S.  E.  diredion. 
Another  river  called  Nonfuch,  paflts  to  the  fea  through  Scarborough; 
this  river  receives  its  name  from  its  extraordinary  frelhets  ;  indeed, 
the  whole  of  this  diftri^  is  beautifully  interfered  and  adorned  with 
feiaH  lakes,  rivers,  &c.  \i^ich  render  it  an  eligible  fituatipn  to 
the  farmer  and  manufafihirer. 

SOIL,   PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 

A  great  portion  of  the  lands  are  arable,  and  exceedingly  fertile, 
particularly  between  Penobfcot  and  Kennebeck  rivers.  On  fome 
part  of  the  fea  coafts,  however,  the  lands  are  but  indifferent ;  but 
this  defe<Et  might eafily  be  remedied,  by  manuring  them  with  a  marine 
vegetable,  called  rock  weed,  which  grows  on  the  rocks  between  high 
and  low  water  mark,  all  along  the  fliores.  It  makes  a  mod  excellent 
manure,  and  the  fupply  is  immenfe.  It  genefally  grows  in  this  diftrift 
on  all  the  fliores  that  are  wafhed  by  the  fea  ;  and  the  breadth  of  the 
border  is  in  proportion  to  the  height  the  tide  rifes,  which,  in  th6 
€a(lern  part  of  the  diftri6i:,  is  nearly  thirty  feet.  It  is  eflimated  that 
there  are  four  thoufand  acres  of  this  rock  weed  on  this  coaft,  and  that 
tnch  acre  will  produce  annually  twenty  loads,  making  in 'the  whole 
eighty  thoufand  loads  of  the  beft  manure,  ten  loads  of  which  fpfead 
upon  an  acre  are  reckoned  fufticient  for  three  years* .  The  country 
has  a  large  proportion  of  dead  fwamps  arid  funken  lands,  which  arc 
eafily  drained,  and  leave  a  rich,  fat  foil.  The  interior  country  is 
imiverfally  reprefented  as  being  of  an '  excellent  foil,  well  adapted 
t>oth  for  tillage  and  paflure. — ^The  lands  in  general' are  eatily  cleared^ 
"having  but  little  undei^bruflu 

^  The 
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This  dillri<9:  may  naturally  be  confidered  in  three  divifions— The 
firft  comprehendiDg  the  traft  lying  eaft  of  Penobfcot  river,  of  about 
four  million  five  hundred  thouiand  acres — The  fecond,  and  belt 
trad,  of  about  four  million  acres,  lying  between  Penobfcot  an4 
Kennebeck  rivers— rThe  third,  which  was  firft  fettled,  and  is  the  moil 
populous  at  prefent|  weft  of  Kennebeck  river,  containing  alfo  about 
four  million  acres. 

The  foil  of  this  country,  however,  in  general,  where  it  is  properly 
fitted  to  receive  the  kedy  appears  to  be  very  friendly  to  the  growth 
of  whjieat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  peas,  hemp,  and  flax,  as  well  as  to  tho 
pfodu6tion  of  almoft  all  kinds  of  culinary  roots  and  plants,  Epgliih 
grafs,  and  Indian  corn,  provided  the  feed  be  procured  from  a  nior^  ' 
northern  clirpate.  Hops  are  the  .fpontaneous  growth  of  this  coun- 
try. It  is  yet  problematical,  whether  apple  and  other  fruit  treef 
will  flourifti  in  the  northern  and  eaftern  paits  of  thi&  diftridt.  It  is 
(aid,  however,  that  a  century  ago,  thefe  were  good  orchards  within 
the  county  of  Wafhington,  about  the  bay  of  Palfam^iuaddy,  which  . 
were  deftrpyed.^ter  Colonel  Church  broke  up  the  Frfuph  fcttlerpeuts 
?it  that  place.  From  fomeexperimeirients  of  the  prgfent  inhabitants, 
the  prefuinption  is  rather  agaii^^  the  growth  of  fruit  t;i"ees.  In  th^ 
counties  of  York  and  Cumb^rlapd,  fruit  is  as  plenty  as  in  Ncwy 
JIampfhire,  This  cotjntry  is^eqpaliy  as,  good  for  grazing  as  for  tiU 
lagc,  and  large  flocks  of  neat  pottle  may  be  fed  both  in  fummer  and 
vinter.       ,  { 

The  natural  produdions  confift  of  white  pine  and  fpiuce  trees  \n 
}arge  quantities,  fuitable  for  avails,  boards,  andfliingles;  the  white 
pine  is,  perhaps,  of  all  others,  the  moft  ufeful  and  important ,  np 
wood  will  fupply  its  place  with  advantage  in  building.  Maple,  beech, 
white  and  grey  oak,  and  yellow  birch,  are  the  growth  of  this  country. 
The  birch  is  a  large  fightly  tree,  aAd  is  ufed  for  cabinet  work,  and  re- 
ceives a  poliili  little  inferior  to  mahogany.  The  outer  baik,  whicl^ 
confifts  of  a  great  number  of  layers,  when  feparated,  is  as  fmooth  and 
ibft  as  the  beft  writing  paper,  and  infome  cafes  is  a  tolerable  fubftitute 
for  it.  The  Ioav  lands  produce  fir,  but  it  is  unfit  for  timber,  and  of  but 
little  worth  for  fuel,  it  however  yields  a  balfam  that  is  highly  prized. 
Thtsbalfam,  is  contained  in  fmall  protuberances  like  blifters,  under 
the  finooth  bark  of  the  tree,  which  is  an  evergreen,  refembiing  the 
fpruce,  but  very  tapering,  and  neither  tall  nor  large. 

Mount^n  and  bog  iron  arc  found  in  feveral  parts  of  this  diftri(^, 

jind  fome  works  have  been  eredted  for  its  manufafture ;  there  has 

alfo  aipecies  of  ftone^een  found  at  Lebanon  in  the  county  of  York^ 

^  that 
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diat  jrields  copperas  aad  falphury  and  Acre  is  no  doubt  bat  that  dm^ 
will  bring  other  mio^nik  to  light. 

Under  thU  article,  the  following  remarks  of  General  Lincolk  me* 
sk  a  place ; 

**  From  the  different  rivers,  in  this  eaftem  country,  waters  may 
be  drawn  for  mills,   and  all  water  work  ;   befides,  many  are  the 
advantages  which  ariie  to  a  country,  through  which  flreams  of  wate/ 
are  fo  libcratty  interfpcrfed,  as  they  are  in  this  j  and  efpecially  when 
they  :^und,   as  many  of  thefe  do,   with  fiih  of  different  kinds  ; 
among  thcpi  are  the  falmon,  ibad,  alewife,  and  others,  whkh  feek. 
the  quiet  waters  of  the  lakes,  as  the  only  places  in  which  they  can 
with  iafety  lodge  their  fpawn.    From  this  fource,  the  inland  country 
Boay  draw  a  fupply  of  fiih,  equal  to  all  their  demands  (if  they  are  no( 
ipterrupted  in  their  paflage)  which  arc  rendered  peculiarly  valuable, 
-  as  their  annual  return  is  at  a  feafpn  of  the  year  when  mofl  needed,  and 
when  they  can  be  cxyrpd  with  a  very  little  fait ;  fo  that  a  long  ani 
free  ufe  of  them  will  not  be  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  inhabi- 
tants.   The  certainty  of  the  fupply  adds  to  its  vahie.    Thefe  fifh, 
as  is  fnppofed,  and  of  which  there  cannot,  I  think,  be  a  doubt,  re« 
torn  to  the  fame  waters  yearly,  14  which  they  were  fpawncd,  unlefs 
Ibme  natural   obftrudion  be  thrown  m  their  way.     Whilft  thA 
neoptc  inland  may  be  fupplied  with  thefe  fifh,  the  mhabitants  of 
the  fea  coafl  m^y  be  fupplied  with  the  cod  and  other  ground  fifh, 
which  are  allured  quite  into  their  harbours,  in  purfuit  of  the  river 
fifhy  and  may  be  taken  with  the  greatefl  cafe,  as  no  other  craft  is 
©eceflary  in  many  places  tjian  a  common  canoe.    Great  advantages 
arife  alfb  to  thofe  who  live  on  the  ffea  coafl,  horn  the  fhell-fifh,  viz. 
the  lobfler,  the  fcoUop,  and  the  clam.     To  tEefe  advantages  may  be 
added,  thofe  which  arife  from  the  foreik  being  filled  with  the  moofc 
and  deer,  and  the  waters  being  covered  with  wild  fowls  of  differci^t 
kinds."      * 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS  AND  CHIEF  TOWNS. 

This  diflri<a  is- divided  into  five  cot^nties,  viz.  York,  Cumber- 
land, Lincoln,  Hancock,  and  Wafhington,  containing 
towns,  the  Chief  of  which  are  York,  the  capital  of  the  ooupty  of  the 
fame  name ;  Portland,  the  capital  of  Cumberland  county  j  PownaU 
borough,  Hallowell,  and  Walderborough,  in  Lincoln  county;  and 
Penohfcot  and  Machias,  the  capitals  of  Waflungton  and  Hancock 
counties^ 

J    '  ?ORTLANI>^ 
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This  is  the  capital  of  this  diftri<ft ;  it  is  iituated  on  a  proifjontory 
inCafco  bay,  and  was  formerly  a  part  of  Falmouth.  In  Jbly,  1786, 
this  part  of  the  town  being  the  moft  populous  and  mercantile,  and 
fituated  on  the  harbour,  together  with  the  iflands  which  belong, to 
Falmouth,  was  incorporated  by  the  name  of  Portland.  It  has  a  moft 
excellent,  iafe,  and  capacious  harbour,  which  is  fcldom  or  never 
completely  frozen  over.  It  is  near  the  main  oce^n,  and  is  cafy  of 
accefs.  The  inhabitants  carry  on  a  confiderable  foreign  trade,  build 
fhips,  and  are  largely  concerned  in  the  fifliery.  It  is  one  of  the  moft 
tferiying  commercial  towns  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Maflachi|fctts. 
Although  three-fourths  of  it  was  laid  in  afties  by  the  Bpitifh  fleet  in 
1775,  it  has  fince  been  entirely  rebuilt,  and  contains  among  jt$ 
public  buildings  three  churches,  two  for  Congregationalifts,  and  one 
for  Epifcopalians  ;  and  a  handfome  court-houfe. 

A  light-houfe  has  lately  b^en  erected  on  a  point  of  land  called 
Portland  Head,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  It  i^  a  ftonc  edifice^ 
<eventy-two  feet  high,  exclufive  of  the  lanthorn. 

YORi^. 

York  16  feventy.foMr  miles  N.  E.  froqi  Bofton,  and  nine  from 
Portfmouth.  It  is  divided  into  two  parifhes  of  Congregatiotialifts. 
York  river,  which  is  navigable  for  vciTels  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
tons  fix  or  ifeven  miles  from  the  fea,  gafles  through  the  towp.  Over 
this  river,  about  a  mile  from  the  fea,  a  wooden-  bridge  was  built  in 
1761,  two  hundred  and  feventy  feet  long,  exclufive  of  the  wharfs  at 
each  end,  which>reach  to  the'  channel,  and  twenty-five  feet  ^widc. 
The  bridge  ftands  on  thirteen  piers ;  and  was  planned  and  conducted 
by  Major  Samuel  Sewail,  an  ingenious  mechanic,  and  a  native  of 
the  town.  The  model  of  Charles  river  bridge  was  taken  from  this, 
and  was  built  under  the  fuperintendance  of  the  fame  gentleman.  It 
has  alfo  ferved  as  the  model  of  Maiden  and  Beverly  bridges,  and  has 
been  imitated,  even  in  Europe,  by  thofe  ingenious  American  artifts, 
Mefficurs  Coxe  and  Thompfon. 

This  town  was  fettled  as  early  as  1630,  and  was  then  called  Aga- 
mcnticus,  from  a  remarkable  high  hill  in  it  of  that  name,  a  noted 
land  mark  for  mariners. 

Vol.  IL  F  f  ^   About 
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About  the  year  1640,  a  great  part  of  this  town  was  incorpprattd 
by  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  by  the  name  of  Georgian^.  He  ap- 
pointed a  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  made  it  a  free  port.  In  1652, 
when  it  fell  under  the  jurifdiftion  of  Maflachufetts,  it  aflumed  the 
name  of  York,  which  it  has  fincc  retained. 

Hallowell  is  a  very  flourifliing  town,  fituated  in  latitude  44®  40', 
at  the  head  of  the  tide  waters  on  Kennebeck  rivfer.  Pownalborough, 
fituated  on  Sheepfcut  river,  with  a  good  port.  Penobfcot,  and 
Machias,  are  alfo  towns  of  confiderable  and  increafing  importance. 
Bangor,  iituated  at  the  head  of  the  tide  waters  on  Penobfcof  river, 
latityde  45^,  it  is  thought,  will  in  a  few  years  become  c^  place  of  very 
confi4prable  trade.  The  other  towns  of  conlideration  are,  Kittery, 
fituated  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Pifcataqua  river,  which  carries  on  a 
good  trade  in  ihip  building;  Wells,  Biddefpr4  Berwick,  North- 
Yarmouth,  and  W^ldoborough. 

POPULATION, 

According  to  the  cenfus  taken  jn  1790,  the  population  of  this  dif- 
trift  was  as  follows :  ' 
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YORK  COUNTY. 


0  £ 

"t^ 

TOWNS. 

II 

TOWNS. 

11 

Kittcry 

3250' 

Limrick             .         •. 

411 

York 

2900 

Waterborough 

965 

Wells 

3070 

Coxall 

1802 

Arundel 

1458 

Sandford 

Biddeford 

1018 

Frylburgh          .     ,     . 

547 

Pepperellborough 
Little  Falls 

607 

Brownfield  and  Sun- ' 
cook 

250 

Little  Oflepee 

662 

Waterford  and  Pene- ' 

Berwick 

3894 

cook            •         , 

2  JO 

Lebanon 

^    127s 

Ncw-Andovcr, 

Shapleigh        *           • 

1329 

Hiram,  and 

ai4 

Waftiington 

262 

Porterfield 

Parfonfieid         •          '. 
Francifborough 

311 

Buxton 

1564 

a88at 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

Portland 

2240 

Slandifli 

716 

Gorham 

.2244 

Butterfield 

189 

Scarborough 

2235 

Ruffield 

448 

Falmouth 

2991 

Turner            .       .    . 

349 

Cape-Elizabeth 

1355 

Bucktown 

453 

r  New-Gioucefter 

1358 

Shepherdfield     . 

S30 

Grey 

S77 

Bakerftown    ^ 

1276 

Windham 

938 

North-Yarmouth 

1978 

Otisfield 

197 

Freeport          , 

1330 

Raymondtown 

34S 

Durham 

7*4 

Bridgtown 

3*9 

Brunfwick 

1387 

Flintftown 

190 

Harpfwell 

1071 

45450 

LINCOLN   COUNTY. 

Pownalborough 

2055 

Bowdoinham 

455 

Woolwich 

797 

Nobleborough 

516 

Georgetown                . 

1333 

Waldoborough 

I2IO 

Bath 

949 

Briftol   , 

I718 

Topiham 

826 

Cufliing 

942 

Boothbay            1 

997 

Warren 

646 

Edgcomb  ... 

85  5 

Thomaftou 

801 

New-Caftle  . 

896 

Meduncook 

322 

Pittfton 

605 

Union 

200 

Hallowell        .      '     . 

1 194 

Winthrop 

1240 

F  f  a 
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LINCOLN  COUNTY,  COK JINUED. ' 


TOWNS. 

11 

ll 

TOWNS. 

1 

11 

Balltown          .      ... 

Bowdoin    •     . 

VaiTalborough 

Jones's-Plantation 

Lewiftown        * 

Fairfield 

Prefcott  and  Cai'r's  ' 

Plantation 
^  Sandy-River,  N°.  i. 
SaAcfy-River,  N®.  2. 
Sandy-^iver,  N°.  3. 
Hancock        .             ; 
Winflbw 
Canaan 

107a 

983 

i»40 
26* 
S3* 
49* 

1S9 
130 
494 

350 
*78 

779 
454 

Norridgwalk 

Titcomb 

Karatunk 

Sandy.RJver,  N®.  4.' 

Little-River 

Snaithtown 

Wales 

Green            .             • 

NewiSandwich     *       i 

Waflitrigton 

Sterling 

Rockymekoe 

Littlcborough 

• 

376 

264 
fo3 

3^7 
64 

439 
639 
997 
618 
166 
103 
^63 

2996a 

HANCOCK  COUNTY. 

Penobfcot 

Vinalhaven 

Deer-Ifle 

Eaftern-River 

Buckftowii 

Orrihgton         . 

Edefton 

Condulkeeg 

Frankfort         .            ; 

Mount-Defert              i 

Goldfborough 

Sullivan 

1048 

578 
682 
240 
316 

477 
110 

567 
S^i 

267 
504 

Trenton 

Townfliip,  N^  6. 

Bluehill 

Sedgwick 

Belfast 

Ducktrap 

Canaan 

Barretftow'n 

Camden 

ideffeorough 

Orphan-Ifland 

SmaH-Iflai^ds    • 

• 

31a 

*39 
i74 

-     569 
*45 
278 
13a 

173 
331. 
38* 

'6^ 

9549 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

Plantations  eaft  of 
Machias, 
No.    I 
No.   2     ^. 
No.   4            ,!      rf 
'    No.  ,5 

No.   8        .          . 
No.  9        . 
No.  10        .         i 
No.  II 

No.-I2 

J^o.13     . 

66 

144. 
54 
84 

244 

«9 

4* 

•      37 

5t 

7 

'Plantations  weft  of 
Machias, 

No.    4 

No.    c 

No,    6 

No.  II 

No.  12        »  . 

No.  13*       .          * 

No.  22        • 
Machias                       • 
Buckharbour 

«33 
'77 
ao» 

95 
8 

ia3 

'75 

818 

61 

a7j8 

OP    KiAfNfc* 
SUMMARY  ,OF  POPULATION. 


Sat 


York  County 
Cumberland  do. 
Lincoln  do.  ' 
Hancock  do. 
Waihington  doi 


Totals 


The  pl^fedt  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  diilri6^  is  about  aii 
hundred  thoufand, 

HfiLIGlON  AND  dHARACTEft. 

There  are  no  peculiar  features  in  the  character  of  the  people  of 
this  diftridl:,  to  ,diftingui(h  them  from  their  neighbours  in  New-  • 
Hampfliire  and  Vermont.  Placed  de  tliey  are  in  like  circumftances^ 
the}\  are  like  them,  a  brave,  hardy,  enterprifing,  induftrious,  hofpi-f 
table  people.  Epifcopacy  was  eflabliflicd  by  their  firft  charter,  btit 
now  the  prevailing  religious  denominatir^ns  are  CongregationaliiU 
and  Baptifts,  who  are  candid,  tolerant,  and  catholic  towards  thofe  of 
other  petfualions ;  there  are  a  few  Epifcopalians  and  Rohian  Ca-- 
tholics. 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

From  the  firft  fettlement  of  Maine,  until  the  year  1774  or  1^75, 
the  inhabitants  generally  followed  the  lumber  trade  to  the  neglc<^  o( 
agriculture.  This  afforded  an  immediate  profit.  Large  quantities 
of  corn  and  other  grain  were  annually  imported  from  Boflon  and 
other  places,  without  which  it  was  fuppofed  the  inhabitants  could  not 
have  fubfifted.  But  the  late  war,  by  rendering  thefe  refources  pre* 
carious,  put  the  inhabitants  upon  their  true  intereft,  i.  e.  the  ci/l- 
TivATioN  OF  THEIR  LANDS.  They  now  raifc  a  fufficient  quantity 
for  their  own  confumption ;  though  too  many  are  ftill  more  fond  of 
the  axe  than  of  the  plough.  Their  wool  aiid  flax  are/Very  good ;— * 
hemp  has  lately  been  tried  with  great  fuccefs.  Almoft  every  family 
manufadlure  wool  and  flax  into  cloth,  and  make  farmirig  utenfils  of 
every  kind  for  their  own  ufe. 

The  exports  of  this  cotintry  are  lumber  of  various  kinds,  fiich  aSi 
mails,  ijjhich  oflate^  honue'ver^  ha*ve  become /carce ;  white  pine  boards^ 
Ihip  timber,  and  every  fpecies  of  fplit  lumber  manufactured  from  pintf 
and  oak)  theie  are  exported  from  the  different  ports  in^immenfe 

quaiititics 
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iquantities*    Dried  fi(h  furniflies  like  wife  another  very  capital  article 
bf  the  exports  of  this  diilrid; 

LEARNING  AND  LITERAtURE; 

The  crc6^ion  of  a  college  near  Cafco  bay  was  long  firice  contem- 
plated and  determined  bn^  and  the  legiilature  haVe  proceeded  fo  fer 
in  the  bufinefs  as  to  determine  on  the  principles  bf  fuch  an  eftablifti- 
inent.  .Acaiiemies  iii  Hallowellj  Berwick,  Fryieburg,  and  Machias^ 
have  been  incorporated  by  the  legiflaturcj  and  endowed  with  hand- 
fome  grants  of  the  public  knds.  And  it  is  but  juft.to  obferve,  that 
town-fchobls  are  very  generally  maintained  in  moft  of  the  towns 
that  arc  able  to  defray  the  expehfe,  and  a  Ipirit  of  improvement  i$ 

increafing; 

C  d  N  S  T  I  T  U  T  I  O  N. 

At  thte  time  of  the  United  States  becoming  independent,  this  dif- 
,  tri6t  was  in  fome  meafiire  incorporated  With  MafTachufetts,  by  virtue 
bf  a  charter  derived  from  King  William  and  Queen  Mary ;  it  has  a^ ' 
yet  continued  nearly  the  fame  connexion,  its  conftitution  is  therefore 
the  fame  with  that  State.  The  feparation  of  this  diftri^^  and  its  erec- 
tion into  an  indepeddeht  State,  have  been  fubjefe  publicly  difcuffed 
by  the  inhabitants  in  town  meetings,  by  appointment  of  the  legifla^ 
iturp.  Such  is  the  rapid  fettleipent,and  progrefs  of  this  country,  that 
the  period  when  this  contemplated  feparation  will  take  place^  is 
J>robably  not  fiar  diftant. 

INDIANS. 

The  remains  of  the  teriobfcot  tribe  are  the  only  Indians  Who  take  up 
their  refidence  in  thiis  diflridl.^They  confift  of  about  one  hundred  fami- 
lies, ahd  live  together  in  regular  fociety  at  Indian  Old  Town,  which  is 
fituated  on  an  ifland  of  about  two  hundred  acres,  in  Penobfcot  river, 
juft  above  the  Great  tails.  They  are  Roman  Catholics,  and  have  a 
prieft,  who  refides  among  them,  and  aditiinifters  the  ordinances. 
.  They  have  a  decent  houfe  for  public  worfhip,  with  a  bell,  and  ano- 
ther building,  where  they  meet  to  tranfa£l  the  public  bufinefs  of 
their  tribe.  In  their  aflemblies  all  things  are  managed  with  the 
greateft  order  .and  decorum.  The  Sacherns  form  the  legiflative  ^nd 
executive  authority  of  the  tribe  ;  though  the  heads  of  all  the  families 
are  invited  to  be  prefent  at  their  public  periodipal  meetings.  The ' 
tribe  is  increafing,  in  confequence  of  an  obligation  laid,  by  the  Sa- 
chems, on  the  young  people  to  marry  early. 

I  In 
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In  a  former  war,  this  tribe  loll  their  lands ;  but  at  the  comrocnce- 
pent  of  the  laft  war,  the  Provincial  Congrefs  granted  them  all  the 
lands  from  the  head  of  the  tide  in  Penobfcot  river,  included  in  lines 
drawn  fix.  miles  from  the  river  on  each  ^de,  i.  e.  a  tra6t  twelve 
miles  wide,  interfe^ted  in  the  middle  by  the  river.  They,  however, 
congder  that  they  have  a  right  to  hunt  and  fifli  as  far  a$  the  mouth  of 
the  bay  of  Penobfcot  extends.  This  was  their  original  right, 
in  oppofition  to  any  other  tribe,  and  they  now  occupy  it  undifturbed, 
and  we  hope  will  continue  lo  to  do,  till  the  period  fhall  arrive  when 
ipingled  with  the  reil  of  tlie  inhabitants,  they  ihall  form  but  one  ge« 
l^eral  mafs. 


fLAN- 
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PLANTATIONS   OF  •• 

JIHODE^ISL  AN  D     and 
PROVIDENCE. 

SITUATION,  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDARIES. 

i  HE  State  J:nown  by  this  narpe  I}es  between  41?  and  42*^  nortl? 
latitude  and  3°  and  4®  eafl  longitude  from  Philadelphia  ;  th^  length 
is  about  fixrjr-eight  miles,  and  the  breadth  forty  miles ;  it  is  bounded 
on  the  north  and  eaft  by  the  State  of  Maflachufetts,  on  the  fouth  by 
jhe  Atlantic  pceaii,  and  on  the  weft  by  the  State  of  Connedicut. 

AIR   AND   CLIMATE.       - 

This  IS  as  healthful  a  country  as  any  part  of  North- America.  The 
winters  in  the  maritime  parts  are  milder  than  in  the  inland  country;  ' 
the  air  being  foftened  by.  a  fea  vapour,  which  alfo  enriches  the  foil. 
The  fummers  are  delightful,  efpecially  oji  Rhode-Ifland,  where  the 
extreme  heats,  which  prevail  in  other  parts  of  America,  are  allayed 
by  cooj  and  refreflii^g  breezes  from  the  fea. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  COAST,  &c. 

Rhode-Ifland,  from  which  the  State  takes  half  its  name,-  is  thir- 
teen miles  in  length ;  irs  average  breadth  is  about  four  miles.  It  is 
divided  into  three  townfliips,  Newport,  Portfmouth,  and  Middle- 
town.  This  illand,  in  point  of  foil,  climate,  and  fituation,  may  be 
ranked  among  the  fineft  and  moft  charming  in  the  world.  In  its 
mod  flourifliing  ftate  it  was  called  by  travellers  the  Eden  of  America;^ 
but  the  change  which  the  ravages  of  war  and  a  decreafe  of  bufinefs 
have  ^fFe£led  is  great  ^nd  melancholy.  Some  of  tjhe  moft  orna- 
mental country  feats  were  deftroyed,  and  their  fine  gi-oves,  orchards,  • 
and  fruit  trees,  wantonly  cut  down  :  and  the  gloom  ^f  its  prefent 
decayed  ft;ite  Is  heightened  by  its  charming  natural  fituation,  and 
by  refleding  upon  its  former  gflory.    Providence,  iu  many  parts,  is 

equally 
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t^iuliy  pleafaht;  the  whole  country  being  beautifully  variegated  and 
plentifully  watered. 

There  is  but  one  mountain  iri  this  §tate,  this  is  in  the  town  of 
Briftol,  called  Mount  Hopfe,  or  (Haup)  there  is  nothing  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  this  rilourit  td  claliil  partictllar  attention.  Ait^ong  th« 
rivers  the  following  deferve  particular  notice  t 

Providence  and  Taunton  rivers^-  both  of  whith  fall  into  Narra- 
ganfet  bay,  the  fbrmer  on  the  weft^  the '  latter  oh  the  eaft  fide  of 
Rhbde-IQand.  Providence  riVer  rlfes  partly  in  the  MaiTachufettSj 
and  is  tiavigable  as  f;ir  as  Providence  for  ftiips  of  nine  hundred  tons^ 
thirty  miles  from  the  fea.  Taunton  river  is  navigable  fdr  forall  vef- 
iels  to  Taunton.    The  cotnmon  tides  rife  abotit  four  feet. 

Fall  river  is  fmall,  rifing  ini  Freetown,  and  paiEtig  through  Tivcr- 
tori.  The  line  between  the  States  of  MafTachufetts  atid  Rhode-lflandj 
pafles  Fall  river  bridge.  Patuxet  ri%^er  rifes  ih  Malfiapog  pond,  and 
five  miles  below  Providence  empties  into  Narraganfet  bay.  Pau- 
tucke£  river,  called  more  liortherly  Blackftone's  river,  empties  into 
Seekhorick  river,  four  miles  N.  N.  E.  from  Providence,  where  are 
the  falls  hereafter  defcrib'ed,  ov6r  which  iS  a  bridge,  on  the  poll 
road  to  Bofton,  and  forty  miles  from  thence.  The  tonfluent  ftream 
empties  into  Pr(^vidence  river,  aibout  a  mile  below  WeybofTett,  or 
the  great  bridge.  Nafpatucket  river  falls  iftto  the  bay  about  one 
jnile-and  a  half  N;  W.  of  Weybofiet  bridge.*  Mofliafluck  river  falls 
into  the  fame  bay,  three-fourths  of  a  mile  north  of  the  bridge* 
Thefe  rivers  united  forrti  Providence  river,  which,  a  few  miles  be* 
low  the  town^  receives  the  name  of  Narraganfet  bay,  and  affords 
fine  fifhv  oyfters^  and  lobfters,  in  great  plenty ;  the  bay  makes  up 
from  fouth  to  north  between  the  main  land  on  the  eaft  and  weft.  It 
^mbofoms  many  fertile  iflands,  the  appearance  of  which  and  of  the 
circumjacent  country  in  the  fpring  and  fiimmer  feafons,  either  from 
the  land  or  ^ater,  k  extremely  bea:utiful  and  charming ;  the  princi- 
pal  of  thefe,  beiides  Rhode-Iiland,  are  Carionnkut,  Prudence,  Pa- 
tience,' Hope,  Dyers  and  Hog  iflarfds.  The  firft  of  thefe,  viz.  Ca- 
lionnicut  iflaud,  lies  weft  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  is  fix  miles  ill 
length,  and  about  one  mile  in  breadth ;  it  was  purchafed  of  the  In- 
dians in  1657,  and  incorporated  by  an  aft  of  affembly  by  the  name  of 
the  Ifiand  of  Janwftown  in  1678. 

•  Prudence  ifiand  is  nearly  or  <|uite  ai  large  as  Canonnicut,  and  liei 
north  oi  it,  and  is  a  part  of  tb«  townftiip  of  Portfmouth# 

VoL.n.  C  g  Block 
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Block  ifland,  tailed  by  the  Indians  Maniiles,  is  twenty-<one  mtte| 
S.  S.W.  from  Newport,  and  is  the  fouthcmmoftland  belonging  to 
the  State ;  it  was  erected  into  a  townfhip,  by  the  nanae  of  Ne\^ 
Shorehann,  in  1672.  The  inhabitants  of  this  iiland  were  formerly 
iiotcd  for  making  good  cheefe  ;  anfd  t\\cy  catch  confid^rable  qaanti«» 
ties  of  cod  fifli  round  the  ledger  near  the  iflaiid. 

The  harbours  in  tl)is  .State  are,  Newport,  Providflincej  Wickford, 
Patiixfstj  Warren,  and  Briftpl,  all  of  which  are  advantageous,  aiid 
feverai  of  them  commodious.  For  the  fafety  and  Convenience  of 
failing  into  Narraganfet  bay  and  the  harbour  of  Newport^  a  light-* 
houfe  was  crefted  in  1749  on  Beavertail,  at  the  fouth  end  of  Canpnr 
nicut  ifland;  the  diameter  of  the  bafe  is  twenty-four  feet,  and  of 
the  top  thirteen  feet ;  the  height  from  the  ground  to  the  top  of  the 
coriiice  is  fifty  feet,  round  which  is  a  gallery,  and  within  that  flands 
the  lahthorn,  which  is  about  eleven  feet  high  and  eight  feet  in  dia-* 
metei*.  The  ground  the  light-houfe  ftands  on  is  about  twelve  feet 
above  the  furface  of  the  fca  at  high  water, 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 

This  State,  generally  ipeaking,  is  a  country  for  pafiiire,  and  not 
for  grain  ;  in  Rhode-Ifland  alone  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  flieep  art 
fed,  befides  neat  cattle  and  horfes,  and  a  like  proportion  in* many 
other  parts  of  the  State,  It  however  produces  corn,  rycj  barley^ 
oats,  and  in  fome  parts  wheat  fufficient  for  home  confumptioh ;  and 
the  various  kinds  of  graffes,  fruits,  culinary  roots  and  plants  ia 
great  abundance,  and  in  good  perfedtion,  and  cyder  is  made  for  ex- 
portation. The  north-weftern  parts  of  the  State  are  but  thinly  in- 
habited, and  are  more  rocky  and  barren  than  the  othtfr  pdrts.  TW 
tra6l  of  country  lying  between  South-Kingijon  and  the  Conne£li€ut 
line,  called  the  Narraganfet  dountry^  is  excellent  grazing  Undj 
and  is  inhabited  by  a  number  of  wealthy  farmers,  who  raifc  fomt 
of  the  fineft  neat  cattle  in  New -England,  weighing  from  fifteen  toi 
eighteen  hundred  weight.  They  keep  large  dairies,  and  make  both 
butter  and  cheefe  of  the  beft  quality  and  in  very  large  quantities  for 
exportation,  Narraganfet  has  been  famed  for  an  excellent  breed  of 
pacing  horfes,  remarkable  for  their  fpeed  and  hardinefs,  and  for  en-* 
during  the  fatigues  of  a  journey ;  this  breed  of  horfes  has,  how- 
ever, much  depreciated  of  late,  the  beft  mares  having  been  pur- 
chafed  by  the  people  from  the  weft  ward. 

Th« 
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The  bowels  of  the  earth  in  this  State  offer  a  large  recompenfe  to 
the  induftrious  adventurer.  Iron  ore  is  found  in  great  plenty  in  fe» 
veral  parts  pf  the  State.  The  iron  works  on  Patuxet  river,  twelv^ 
miles  from  Providence,  are  fupplied  with  ore  from  a  bed  four  miles 
and  a  half  diftant,  which  lies  in  a  valley,  through  which  runs  ^ 
brook  ;  the  brook  is  turned  into  a  new  channel,  and  the  ore  pits  are 
bleared  of  water  by  a  fte^in  engine,  conftru£led  and  made  at  the  fur^ 
bace,  by  and  under  the  dire6^iorf  of  the  late  Jofeph  Brown^  Efq.  of 
Providence,  which  continues  a  very  ufeful  monument  of  his  mechani- 
cal genius :  at  this  ore  bed  are  a  variety  of  oj-es,  curious  ftones^ 
pchrts,  &c. 

At  Diamond-Hill,  in  the  county  of  Providence,  which  is  fo  called 
iProm  its  fjparkling  and^fliining  appearance,  there  are  a  variety  of  pe- 
culiar (tones,  more  curious  than  at  prefent  they  appear  to  be  ufeful ; 
but  not  fiar  fronrt  this  hill,  in  the  townfhip  of  Cumberland,  is  a  cop: 
per  mine,  mixed  with  iron  ftrongly  impregnated  with  loadftone,  of 
which  fome  lar^e  pieces  have  been  found  in  the  neighbourhood :  np 
method  has  yet  been  difcovered  to  work  it  to  advantage,  or  rather, 
no  one  has  yet  been  found  with  fufficient  fpirit  to  engage  in  an  un- 
dertaking, which,  though  it  might  be  attended  with  diflSculty  at  firH-j 
could  hardly  fail,  ultimately,  of  yielding  an  ample  recompenfe. 

An  abundance  of  limeilone  is  found  in  this  State,  particularly  in 
the  county  of  Providence,  of  which  large  quantities  of  lime  are  pnade 
and  exported.  This  limeftone  is  of  different  colours,  and  is  the 
true  marble,  of  the  white,  plain^  and  yariegated  kiods^  it  take;^  a  fini 
polifh,  and  works  equal  to  any  in  America, 

There  arc  feveral  mineral  fprings  in  this  State^  to  on^  of  whkh^ 
near  Providence,  many  people  refort  to  bathe  and  drink  the  water, 

The  waters  of  this  State  are  equally  produdhve;  in  the  rivers  and 
bays  are  plenty  of  fheeps-head,  black-fifli,  herring,  fhad,  lobflew^  | 
oyfters,  jihd  clams  ;  and  around  the  fhores  of  Rhode-Ifland,  belides  j 
thoife  already  mentioned,  are  cod,  halibut,  mackerel,  bafs,  haddock, 
&c.  to  the  amount  of  more  than  feventy  different  kinds,  fo  that  in  ^ 
the  feafons  of  fifh'  the  markets  prefent  a  continual  fcene  of  buftlo 
and  hurry.    Rhode-Ifland  is  indeed  confidered  by  travellers  as  the 
beft  £ih  market,  not  only  in  the  United  States,  but  in  the  world. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS,  CHIEF  TOWNS,  ?cc 

This  State  is  divided  into  five  counties,  vit.  Newport,  Providence, 

G  g  a  WaQiing- 
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Wafliington,  Bridol  and  Kent ;  thcfe  arc  fubdivided  into  thirty  town- 
iliips.    The  principal  towns  in  each  are  as  follow : 

NEWPORT. 

,  This  town  lies  in  lat.  41°  35' ;  it  was  firft  fettled  by  Mr.  Willianj 
Coddington,  after\yards  governor,  and  the  father  of  Rhode-Iilaod, 
with  feventeen  others,  in  1639.  Its  harbotir,  which  is  one  of  th^ 
fineil  iji  the  world,  fpreads  weftward  before  tl^e  towQ;  the  entrance 
is  eafy  and  fafe,  and  a  large  fleet  may  anchor  in  it,  and  ride  in  pcr- 
fc6t  fecurity.  I^  is  probable,  flioul4  the  United  States  eftablifh  a 
naval  force,  that  this  may,  in  fome  future  period,  become  one  of 
the  man  of  war  ports  of  the  American  empire.  The  town  lies  north 
and  fouth  upofi  a  gradual  afcent  as  you  proceed  from  the  water,  an4 
exhibits  4  beautiful  view  from  the  {larbour,  and  from  the  neighl)our- 
ing  hills  which  lie  weftward  upon  the  main.  Weft  of  the  town  i^ 
Goat-Ifland,  on  which  is  a  fort.  Between  ^his  ifland  and  Rhode« 
IlVind  is  the  harbour,    front  or  Water-ftreet  is  a  mile  in  leng^, 

Newport  contains  about  one  thoufand  houfes,  bpilt  chiefly  of 
wood ;  it  has  nine  houfes  for  public  worfhip,  three  for  the  Baptifts, 
two  for  the  Congregationalifjs,  one  for  Epifcopalianj,  one  for  Qua? 
kers,  one  for  Moravians,  ancT  a  iynagogue  for  ^he  Jews :  t]^e  othef 
public  buildings  are  a  flate  houfe  and  an  edifice  for  the  public  li- 
brary. The  fituafion,  form  an<4  architecture  of  the  ftate  houfe, 
give  it  a  plealing  appearance ;  it  flands  fujficiently  elevated,  and  ^ 
long  wharf  and  paved  parade  lead  up  to  it  from  the  harbour. 

The  destructive  influence  of  paper  money,  which  has 
-  now,  however,  ceafed  to  operate,  combined  with  the  devaftationr  of 
a  cruel  and  unjuft  war,  have  occalioned  a  ftagnation  pf  buiinefs 
which  is  truly  melancholy  and  diftrelfing.  This  city,  f^r  famed  for 
the  beauty  of  its  fituation,  the  falubrity  of  its  climate,  and  the  hof- 
pitality  and  politenefs  of  its  inhabitants,  au^  which  was  the  place  of 
refort  for  invalids  from  a  great  diftance,  now  wears  the  gloomy  af- 
pe6t  of  decay ;  thoufands  of  its  inl>abitant^  are  almoft  deftitutejof 
employment ;  this  circumft^nce,  together  with  that  of  there  being  a 
great  abundance  of  j:aw  materials  in  the  vicinity,  flrongly.m^rk  out 
this  ciry  as  a  convenient  and  proper  fituation  for  extenfive  manufai- 
tures.  Should  the  gentlemen  of  fortune  refident  in  the  3tate,  or  any  of 
thole  who  have  emigrated  or  that  may  emigrate  thither  from  different 
parts  of  Europe,  iu//i  their  capitals  into  this  channel,  they  would 
not  only  derive  a  profit  to  themfelvej,  but  be  inflrumental  in  giving 

employ- 
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fraploymeut  and  bread  to  thoufands  of  now  unhappy  pipople,  and  of 
Reviving  the  former  impprtance  pf  this  beautiful  cit^. 

The  excellent  ^ccommodatipns  aqd  regulations  of  the  numeroq$ 
packets  vbich  belong  ]to  this  port,  and  which  ply  thence  to  Provi-. 
(Jence  and  New- York,  ought  not  to  pafs  unnoticed  |  they  are  faid  t(| 
hp  fuperior  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  }n  Europ^. 

rROVipENCF. 

•  Frovidenice  i^  fituatcd  in  lat.  41°  51'  on  both  fides  of  Providcnod} 
river,  is  thirty-five  miles  from  the  fea,  and  thirty  miles  N.  by  W;  froo^ 
Newport ;  it  is  jhp  ojdeft  town  jn  the  State ;  Roger  Williams  and  hi$ 
cpmpany  were  its  firft  fettlers  in  1636. 

This  town  ijs  divided  into  t\yo  parts  by  the  rjver,  and  connc6te4 
by  a  bridge,  formerly  called  Weyboflet,  from  a  high  hjll  of  that 
pame  which  flood  near  the  weft  end  of  the  bridge,  but  which  is  now 
rerpoyed,  aijd  its  bafe  builf  upon ;  this  bridge  which  is  the  only  oncj 
of  any  confiderable  note  in  this  State,  is  one  hundred  and  fixty  feet 
long  and  twenty-two  feet  wide,  fupported  by  two  wooden  trefifels  and 
two  ftpne  pillj^rs ;  its  |ituatipn  affording  a  profpe^i  of  all  yefiels  leaving 
gnd  enteiring  the  harbour,  renders  it  a  pleafant  place  of  refort  in  tha 
fummer.  Ships  of  almofl  any  fizc  fail  up  and  down  the  channel, 
which  is  marked  out  by  flakes,  ere(5led  at  points,  fhoals,  and  beds 
lying  in  the  river,  fo  that  ftrangers  o^ay  come  up  to  the  town  with- 
pnj  a  pilot.  A  fliip  of  jjjo  tons,  for  the  Eafl-India  tradfe,  was  lately 
built  in  this  town,  and  fitted  for  fea.  In  1 764.  there  were  belonging 
to  the  county  of  Providence  fifty-four  fail  of  vefTels,  containing  four 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty  tons.  In  1791  they  had  one 
)iundred  and  twenty-nine  fail,  containing  eleyen  thouiand  nine  hun- 
dred ^n^  forty-two  toijs,  and  in  1 79a  thefe  were  confiderably  in- 
creafed. 

This  town  fufFered  much  by  the  Indian  war  of  1675,  when  a  num- 
ber of  its  inhabitants  rtsmoved  to  Rhode-Ifland  for  flielter.  In  the 
late  war  the  cafB  was  reverfed ;  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
ifland  removed  to  Providence, 

The  public  buildings  are,  an  elegant  meeting-houfe  for  the  Baptifts, 
eighty  feet  fquare,  with  a  lofty  and  beautiful  fjfceeple  and  a  large 
bell,  caft  at  the  Fuinace  Hope  in  Scituate — a  meeting-houfe  for 
Friends  or  Quajcers,  two  for  Congregationalifts,  an  epifcopal  church, 
fi  Jiandfome.court-houfe,  feventy-feet  by  fprty,  in  which  is  dcpofited 
^  li.brsry  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  country— a 

work- 
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work-houfc,  a  market-houfe  eighty  feet  long  and  forty  feet  wide,  arid 
a  brick  fchool-ho'ufe,  in  which  four  fchools  arc  kept.  The  houfes  ir| 
this  town  are  generally  built  of  wood,  though  there  are  fome  brick 
buildmgs  which  are  large  and  elegant.  At  a  convenient  diftance  froni 
the  town,  an  hofpital  for  the  fmall-pox  and  other  difeafes  has  been 
creded.  There  are  two  fpermaceti  works,  a  number  of  difttlleries^ 
fugar  houfes,  and  other  nianufa£tories.  Several  forts  were  eredted 
in  and  near  Providence  during  the  late  war,  but  little  attention  has 
been  given  to  them  fince ;  in  the  determination  of  the  American 
government  to  put  the  fea  ports,  &c.  into  ^  proper  ftate  of  defiance, 
this  place  has  not  been  forgotten,  orders  have  been  given  to  repair 
thofe  works  necefTary  for  the  defence  of  the  town.  This  town  has 
an  extenjfive  trade  with  Maflach\ifetts,  Connefticut,  and  part  of*  Ver* 
mont ;  and  from  its  advantageous  fituation,  promifes  to  be  amorig 
the  largeft  towns  in  New-England  ;  it  fends  four  reprefentatives  to 
tihe  General  Affembly ;  the  other  town?  ih  the  county  fend  but  two^i 

BRISTOL. 

Briftol  is  a  pleafant  thriving  town,  about  fixteen  miles  north  pf 
Newport,  on  the  main  ;  part  of  the  town  was  deftroyed  by  the  Bri- 
tiih,  but  it  has  fince  been  rebuilt ;  it  has  an  epifcopal  and  a  congre- 
gational church.  This  town  is  noted  for  raifing  large  quantities  of 
onion  and  other  roots.  A  number  of  veiTels  are  owned  by  the  in- 
habitants, and  they  carry  on  a  confiderable  trade  to  Africa,  the  Weft^ 
Indies,  and  to  different  parts  of  the  United  States. 

WARREN. 

Warren  is  alfo  a  flourilhing  town,  has  a  very  lucrative  trade  with 
the  Weft-Indies  and  other  places,  and  a  confiderable  portion  of  bu- 
fiijefs  in  fhip-building. 

LJTTLE   COMPTON. 

Little  Compton,  called  by  the  Indians  Seconnet'^  is  faid  to  be  the 
bcft  cultivated  townfliip  in  the  Stat^,  and  affords  a  greater  fupply  of 
provifions  for  market,  fnch  as  meats  of  the  feveral  kinds,  butter, 
cheefe,  vegetables,  &c.  than  any  other  town  of  its  fize.  The  mha. 
bitants,  who  are  an  induitrious  and  fober  people,  and  in  thife  re- 
fpeds  an  example  worthy  the  notice  and  imitation  of  their  brethren 
in  fome  other  parts  of  the  State,  manufacture  linen  and  tow  cloth^ 
1  ,  flannels, 
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llannelfi,  &c«  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  in  confiderable  quantitictl 
for  fale.    . 

About  four  miles  north-eaft  of  Providence  lies  a  fmall  village^ 
called  Pautucket,  a  place  of  fome  trade,  and  famous  for  lamprey 
eels.  Through  this  village  runs  Pautucket  .river,  which  empties 
into  Seekhonck  river  at  this  place ;  in  this  river  is  a  beautiful  fall  of 
water ;  diredlly  over  the  falls  a  bridge  has  lately  been  built,  v^ich  is 
^  work  of  confiderable  magnitude  and  much  ingenuity,  which  di» 
vidcs  the  Commonwealth  of  Maflachufetts  from  the  State  of  Rhode* 
Ifland.  The  fall,  in  its  whole  length,  is  upwards  of  fifty  feet;  the 
water  paiTes  through  feveral  chafms  in  a  rock  which  runs  diametri- 
cally acrofs  the  bed  of  the  Aream,  and  ferves  as  a  dam  to  the  water« 
Several  mills  have  alfo  been  ere6ted  upon  thefe  falls,  and  the  fpouts 
and  channels  which  have  been  conftruded  tb  conduct  the  ftreams  to 
their  refpe6tive  wheels,  and  the  bridge,  have  taken  very  much  from 
the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the  fcene,  which  would  otherwife  hav© 
hcen  indefcribably  romantic. 

In  the  town  of  Middletown,  on  Rhode-llland,  about  two  miles 
from  Newport,  is  a  place  called  Purgatory  ;  it  joins  to  the  fea  on  the 
taftfideof  the  ifland ;  it  is  a  large  cavity  or  opening,  in  a  high  bed  of 
rocks,  ftbout  twelve  feet  in  diameter  at  top,  and  about  forty  feet  deep 
before  you  reach  the  water,  of  which,  as  it  joins  the  fea,  it  has  always 
1^  large  depth.  The  rocks  on  each  fide  appear  to  have  been  onc« 
Ijnited,  and  were  probably  feparated  by  fome  conTulfion  in  nature* 


POPULATION. 

The  Number  of  Inhabitants  in  this  State  has  been  feveral 
times  taken. 


In  17^0  it  J  1530!  whites 
contamed    [    2633  blacks 


f  ciii'xc  whites 
'  774 1  5^:g  blacks 

o    r  48c'?8  whites 
'783|\^giblacks. 

Thus  this  State  futfcred  a  dimi- 
nution in  9  years,frora  1 774^^ 
1783,  of  7623  inhabitants. 

According  to  the  cenfus  taken  in  1790,  the  numbers  flood  as 
follows  X  ' 


^^   I   4373  blac 

1-761 1  35939  ^hi 

'^      I   4^97  blac 


3  blacks 

whites 
blacks 


'  NEvr- 
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SUMMARY-  OF  POPULATION. 

Newport  county 

»3zi 

9^84^ 

:^047 

814 

366 

14300 

Providence  do,     .    . 

6154 

S5<;»o 

II877 

778 

82 

^391 

Wafliiiigton  do.  .    • 

3896 

4651 

8017 

>372 

339 

18075 

Briftol  do.    ...    . 

78, 

678 

1561 

92 

98 

3*4 
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«";7 

21*8 

4U9 

.351 

63 

^848 

15309  1 

A?  799 

.32651 

3407948168825  1 

What  the  jreient  mimber  may  be,  k  is  dWkiik  to  afcertain  with 
any  precifion  ;  but,  accounting  for  an  increafe  in  the  fame  proper- 
tion  as  between  the  years  1783  and  1790,  we  may  reafonably  fup- 
pofe  it  at  about  feventy-feven  thoui^hd  $  and  ^hen  we  confider  that 
the  caufes  which  produced  a  diminution  did  not  ce?^  to  opehite 
t^l^fbcontdetabk  period  after  tht  year  1783,  this  accouia  will  not  be 
|]»ouj;hjtt0ohigh. 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES, 
.  llfofe  the  war>  the  merchants  in  Rhode-Ifland  imported  fHwpi 
.Qrtat-BritJ^in  dry  goods ;  from  Africa  flavesj  from  the  Weft-lndifS 
fi4gaF6|  qoffeesiy  «nd  ^^ilafles,  and  from  the  neighboiiring  c^lomes 
Juft^ber  and  provifions.  With  the  bills  which  they  obtained  in.SH* 
rinan^aod  other  Dutch  Weft- India  iftands,  they  paid  their  merchants 
i^  BQgiand ;  their  fugara  they  carried  to  Holkind  ;  the  (laves  from 
Afnpa  they  ^UFried  to  the  WdlJndies,  together  with  the  lumber 
#ad .  previfioBs  procured  from  dnelr  neighbours ;  the  mm  diftUl^ 
•from  the  HiplaflTe*;  w^  carried  to  Africa  to  purchafe  negroes  j  wilh 
•l^ir  dry  gc^i^  ffQt^  England  they  traffiolwd  with  tht  ncighbourti^ 
Vpi*.  II.     -  H  h  coJoniest 
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colonies.  By  this  kind  of  circuitous  comnperce  they  fubfifM  Wft^ 
grew  rich ;  but  the  war,  and  fome  other  oventti  have  had  a  gteiX^ 
and  in  many  refp^^ts,  an  injurious  effe6V  upon  tht  trad^of  this  State% 
The  (live  tra4c,  which  was  a  fource  of  wealth, to  inany  df  t|^  peopte 
in  Newppi  t,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  State,^  has  hs^^pily  been  ijboit 
lifhed ;  the  Legiflature  have  palTed  a  law  prohibiting  fliips  from  gobg^ 
to  i\frica  for  llavts,  and  felling  them  in  the  Weft  Ii^dRiilandi;  ami 
the  oath  of  pne  ieaman  belonging  to,  the  (hip  is  fufficient  ^klence  of 
the  h&: :  this  law  is,  however,  more  favourable  to  the  caufb  of  htN 
tpaniry  than  to  the  temporal  inter^fts  of  the  merchants  who  had  been 
en^ged  ip  thjs  inhuman  traffic. 

The  town  of  Briflol  carries  m  a  confidcrable  trade  to  Africa,  the 
Weft-Indies,  and  to  different  parts  of  the  United  St^^s ;  ^utbyfar 
the  greattft  part  pf  th^  commerce  of  this  State  is  at  prcfent  carried 
on  by  tjie  inhabitants  of  the  flourifhing  town  of  Providence.  Ii^ 
Juncj  17913,  there  were  belonging  to  this  port, 

II  Siiips,  containing         •         J>o6^ 
35  Brigs  r        -        - 

^  Snow         .  •         •         - 

1  Poleacrc         •         t 
»5  Schoo^er^        • 
56  Sloops         •         •        « 

*!^otal      X29  fail,  containing  •        11*941 

The  pfcfent  exports  from  the  State  arc  flax  feed,  lumber,  horfts^i 

cattle,  beef,  pork,  fifli,  poultry,  onions,  butter,  cheefe,  barley,  graiiiji 

fpirits^  and  cotton  and  linen  goods.    The  imports  confift  of  £uro- 

pean  and  Weft-India  goods^  and  logwood  frona  the  Bay  of  Hondu- 

^8.   Upwards  of  600  veftels  enter  arid  dear  annually  at  the  different 

jKrts  in  this  State.    T^ic  amount  of  exports  from  this  State  to  fo*. 

reign  countries,  for  one  year,  ending  the  30th  of  Septci^^ber,  i^9»i^ 

>ras  four  hiipdred  and  feventy  tl^oufand  pdo  hutidred  fod  thxrty*one 

-dollars  nine  cents ;  this  has,  fincc  ^h^t  period,  confiderabty  increafed. 

With  refp^  to  manvta^ures  the  inliahitafnts  of  this  State  arc  rtipidly 

improving.     A  cotton  manofa^ol^  has  been  ere&ed  a*  Pirovidencc^ 

which,  froiT^  prefent  profped^s^  w4ll  anfw?r  the  cxpeAations  of  the 

'proprietory.    The  wafps  are  fpun  by  water  with  a  noz^chine,  wbid^ 

.as  an  imprqvemcnt  o\\  Mr.  Arkwright's ;  and  ftrong^  fmooth  and 

excellent  yars^  $  thus  ipsn^  both  for  ^arps  aip^d  ^Icings^    The 
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fllKng  of  the,  t^tton  goods  is  fpuo  with  jeonks.  In  thcfe-fereral 
works  five  cafdiQg  machines  are  employed,  and  a  calender,  con* 
firufted  after  the  £uFopean  manner.  Jeans,  fuflians,  denims,  thick- 
fees,  relvels,  &c.  are  here  manuf^durcd  and  lent  to  the  fouthern 
States.  Large  quantities  of  linen  and  tow  cloth  are  made  in  different 
|>arts  of  this  State  for  exportation*  ,  But  the  moftK:onfiderable  m^ 
cufactures  in  this  State  are  thofe  of  iron,  fuch  as  bar  and  (beet  iron, 
I|eeV,  nail  rods  and  nails>  implements  of  hufbapdry,  iloves,  pots, 
a^  o^er  houlhold  uten(iis>  the  iron  work  of  ihipping,  anchors, . 
bells,  &Cw  The  other  manufadures  of  this  State  are  rum,  com, 
fpirits,  chocolate,  paper,  wool  and  cotton,  cards,  &c.  betide  domeftic 
manufadures  for  family  ufe,  which,  in  this,  in  common  with  the 
o^ber  States,  amount  to  a  vafl  fum,  which  cannot  be  afcertained* 

RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 

The  Con&itutipn  of  this  State  adnjits  of  no  religious  eflablifliments, 
any  £uther  than  depends  upon  the  voluntary  choice  of  individuals,, 
all  men  profeffing  to  believe  ip  one  Supreme  Beipg,  are  equally  pro- 
tected by  the  lawsj  and  no  particular  fe6t  can  claim  pre-euinence.^ 
"this  unlimited  liberty  in  religion  is  one  principal  caufe  why  there 
is  fuch  a  variety  of  religious  feds  in  Rhpde-lfland.  T^e  Baptifts  are, 
the  moft  numerous  of  any  denomination  in  the  State;  thefe»  as  well 
as  the  other  Baptifts  in  New^-England,  are  chiefly  upon  the  Calviniftic, 
phtk  as  to  dodrines,  and  independents  in  regard  to  church  govern*, 
ment.  There  are,  howevdv  fome  who  profefs  the  Armioian  tenets^ 
*  ethers  obferve  thejewifh,  or  Saturday  Sabbath,  from  a  perfu^fion^ 
t^t  it  was  one  of  the  ten  commandments,  which  they  plead  are  alt  in 

jr  natuoe  moral,  and  were  never  abrogated  in  the  New  Tefta- 

lit,  and  ^nud,  at  leqfi^  be  deemed  of  equal  validity  for  publtQ 
Ijir^lrihip  as.  any  jlay  particularly  fet  apart  by  Jefus  Chrift  and  his 
^(lles.    Thefe  are  called  Sabbatarian,  oV  Seventh-day  Baptifts. 

The  other  religious  denominations  in  Rhode  Ifland  are,  Congre- 
gationalifts,  Friends  or  Quakers,  Epifcopalians,  Moravians,  and 
jews.  Besides  tbefe,  there  are  a  confiderable  number  of  the  people, 
.*who  can  be  reduced  to  no  particular  denomination,  n^ing  no  ex« 
lernal  profeilibn  of  any  religSoti,  nor  attending  on  any  place  of  public 
worfliip* 

;  In  many  towns  public  worftiip  is  much  negle&ed  by  the  greater 
part  of  the  inhabitants  5  they  pay  no  taxes  for  the  fupport  of  ecclc- 
fiafiics  of  any  deQominatiou ;  and  a  peculiarity  which  diflingui/hes 
t}iif  State  from  every  other  Proteftant  country  in  the  known  world, 

H  h  a  kf 
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is,  that  nd  cbntrad  fbi^mtd  by  theminifter  wkh  his  pcdpfe,  fcHt^^ 
filarjr,  is  varrd.hi  taw  ;  fo  that  mtaifters  are  depcticfent  Whofly  on  the?' 
integrity  of  the  peopJe  for  their  fupport,  fince  their  ikhif fes  ate  not* 
recoverable.     It  onght,  however,  to  be  obferved,  that  minffttt-s  itf 
general  are  liberally  maintained,  and  none  who  merit  it  have  ttrticfc 
reafon  to  complaih  for  want  of  fupport.  '  ' 

Thrortghont  the  whole  of  rhe  late  war  with  Great-Briton,  the  itr* 
habitants  of  this  State  manifefted  a  patriotic  fpirit  5  their  troops*  be-» 
haved  galkntly,  and  they  are  honoured  in  having  proddccd  the  ife* 
condgeneraUn  the  field.* 

The  cbara(fter  of  the  people  is,  however^  certainly  rtt^rkedix^ith 
iflany  dark  fliades,  ahd  the  State,  in  many  ihftdnCes,  tjdtibits  a  mtr-* 
lancholy  proof  of  thofe  evih  which  ever  follow  a  xehtitvin  of  moral 
'  principles.  From,  the  year  17 10  till  within  a  few.  years  paft,  atmoft 
a  continual  fyftem  of  creating  a  capital  by  the  negociatiog  of  a 
papet  currency  has-  been  purfued;  the  fvtm^  thus  cttared  Were  far 
iftofe  ^han  fuffident  foi'  the  pfti'pofes  of  commerce,  itnfi  Ihdfeed,  itv 
miriy  inftiaKices,^were  created  ki  oppdflitidh  to  the  Wiflles  of  tli^hier- 
^ntile  ihfercft,  ft5r  tHe/pUrpofe  of  fbppTyfng  the- State  with  money,, 
<iid  filling  the  pbckets  of  a  fet  <jf  venal  wretches,  without  fubjeafing. 
them- to  the  neCeffity  of  earning  6f  it  by  ^hfeir  dtligertCe,  (b  ihat  fhc 
Wftdit  oPthe  government  of  this  State  for  ftnalj  years  ^  an  hiftory 
<jf  b&fe  peclllatldtt  by  ttie^n^  of  a  pafer'  monef  HryiHcyf  which  waS  fo 
contrived,  that  aftiongft  themfelves  it  cam6  outkcabdut'tu^o  and'k  h'atf 
per  d«nt.  ibtefeft,  and  they 'lent  it  to  the  Aeighbo^rlng  co'tetiles  at  ten' 
per  Cent,  afi  bare-fbc!ed  a  cheat  is  ever  was  pra6tiCkf.  "f  hti  mtereft  of 
tfeefe  putJlk  iniqmt6us  frauds  Wetit,  oife  quarter  t6  the  federal  town- 
filipi.to  defray  thfeir -charges,  the  bther  tHree  quartern  vferc  lodged' 
ih  the'ti'ekfury,  to  defray  thfe  Charges  of  gt>vemthettt.  Thefe  meji- 
fufes  have  deprived  the  State  6i  great  nutafcew  6f  its  wdr^hy  and* 
moft'refpe£table  inhabitants;  have  had  a  mofl  pernicious  iiifiuence 
upon  tKe  morals  of  the  people;  deprived  *thfe  widow  ind  the  orphan 
6?  their  juft  dues,  and  occa'fioncd  a  ruinous  ftagnatibn  of  trade.  1^ 
h  hoped,  hoivever,  th^t  an  efficient  govetnttient  has  cffedtudly'^bo-*- 
fifhed  this  iniquitous  fyftem,  and  that  the  ccalfldctt'ce  Itift  by  it  Wltf^ 
be  Ibon  recovered  by  a^'fteady  and  rigid  atfadhmeiit'tb  aii  integrity  bif 
condu^  in  all  their  future  concerns.  This^  wc  liave  ireafoti*to  bt^? 
Ueve;  will  bie  the  cafe;  a  change  has  already  takih place ftiufch  for 

^  General^  Gittm. 


dil^l)^^*,  and  the  attemiwi  dowpdd  to  the  principle  dftfie  rifing 
gentt^tfcns  ?ti  the  feats  of  learmng  itrt6l  fiterature;  will,  no  d6«br,  cx- 
tead  iu  beneficial  influence  throirghottt  th&  State. 

LEARMNO  AND  LITERATURE. 

Thefhefrftnw  of  this  State  h  confined, principally  tc^thi^towii^  rf 
Kewport  and  Providence,  There  are  men  of  learning  and  abilitlet 
fcatteitd  throngh  other  rown^,  bur  they  Ate  rare.  The  btfli  of  the 
iAhabi«nc«,  in  other  partjr  of  the  Stste,  are  intohred  in  grc^tct  fgn»- 
fatlte,  pet$i^ps;  than^  in  rtitfft  other  parts  of  New-EVigland.  Ah  tm^ 
partial  Wftofy  of  thdr  ti^afnlkcftiotts  fincc'the  peatc  wotiM -evince  &s& 
tw^thofthe  above  dbfei*tatrons,  ' 

At  Pfovidente  i^  Rhode-Iflaod  college.  The  cWrter  (at  fyvtt^A^ 
ittfg^iftis  terninaf/of  learning  was  granted  fay  the  general  apflBhitty  rf 
the  St^te,  by  the  nanie  of  the  *•  Truftees  and  Fellows  of  theColfeg^ 
or  TWivefflty,  in  the  Englifti  cofofly  ot  Rhode-Iiland  an'd'  PJt)VidenMe 
Plantations,***  in  1764,  in  confequence  of  the  petition  of  a  laijtf 
number  of  the  moft  refpe^table  charafters  in  the  State.  By  the 
dhafrter,  the  corporation  of  the  college  eonfifts  of  tWb  feparatU 
brandhe^,  with  difthi6^,  feparate,  and  refpei^tive  powers.  The 
number  of  truftees  is  thirty-fix,  of  whom  twenty-two  are  Bjlp- 
tffe,  Aire  of  the  denommation  of  Friends,  five  Epifcop^lians,  artd 
four  Congregationalifts.  The  fame  proportion  of  the  diiferent  deno- 
rtnnations'  to  continue  /«  perpnuum.  The  ntrmber  of  fel!o\i*'s  (in- 
dttfive  of  thfe  prefident,  Who  is  a^fellow  ex  *^#/V;  is  twelve',  of  whi^ai 
eight  aj'e'Baptifte,  the  others  chofen  indtfcrinrinately  from  any  detlo*^ 
minjtttett.  The  concurrence  of  both  branches,  by  a  majority  of 
each,  lis  neceffary  for  the  validity  of  an  ad,  except  adjudging  add 
eonfetring  degi^ees^,  which  exclufively  belongs  to  the  fellowfhipas  a 
learned  faculty.  The  prefident  muft  be  a  Baptifr:  profeflbrs  and 
other  officers  of  inftfu£tion  are  not  limited  to  any  particular  denomi* 
Uaftion.  Thereisr  artnuully  a  general  meeting  of  the  corporation  ort 
fhe^fhil  Wedne/dayin  September,  at  which  time  the  public  coihmence-* 
ttieur  i^lield.  The  followmg  tnt^SCi  from  a^  charge  delivered  to  t\A 
gradttates^on  tharoccafion  in  1791,  by  Ddvid  HoweU,  Efq.  areiatrc- 
fluawi  here,  «s'theydlfoover  the  principles  inculcated  in  thfe  femiMty^ 

iifiUd  they  proclaim  the  beaevoteut  drfpofitioa  of  thfeir  aothof. 

.....  ^ 

••*  *rti$  Trtaittf  to  be  jdtcrtrf  tHi^  afiy'^g^effttft'bcrofseabr  artfl»>  wtt5' V  Wi 
liNiMi^i^natM  Ih^  catitlft  himfdif  to  the  honour  of  giviog  tbe  coUfgc  a  Qsune. 

^  *♦  The 
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«*  Tiie  pittance  of  time  allotted  tb  a  collegiate  cducatioii,  can  fuf*. 
ficc  only  to  lay  the  foundation  of  laming;  the  fuperih*u6ture  muft  be^ 
xearcd  by  the  affidiious  attention  of  itf  tcr  yesiri. 

**  This  day  enlarges  you  info  the  world.  ExtenfiVc  fields  open  tofc 
JfDurview*  Voii  hav^  to  Explore  the  feeites#  aitd  t6  make  an  elec- 
tion of  the  cbaraaer  that  beft  pleafes  you  on  the  great  tl»atre  of" 
life.  .  .  * 

**  Let  the  rights <>f  itian  tver  be  held  ikcfcd.  A  moment's  reflect 
tion  will  convince  you*  thiit  others*  rights  arc  as  imrblablc  as  your 
own ;  and  a  fmall  degree  of  Virtue  will  lead  you  to  fefpe6t  them* 
lie  that  fervei  mankibd  moft  fucccftfully^  and  With  tile  beft  prin-« 
fciples*  ferves  iiis  Creator  ittofl  acceptably.  Be  cautiotol  of  bandying 
into  parties  ;  /%  tejgafd  neither  theabilitifes  norviftues  of  men*  but 
only  their  fubferviency  to  prefent  purpofcs  i  they  ikte  a  foare  to  virtue 
and  a  mifchief  to  fociety.  With  this  caution  on  /our  nlindf  you 
will  never  revile  or  fpcak  evil  of  Whole  fedts*  claflcs^  or  focietles  of 
men.   . 

"Forget  not  this  precious  rhbttb:  ^^Ifihll  humditum  a,  mi  fut^ 
4ilienum\*  Confider  every  one  in  human  (hape  as  your  brother )  and 
•*  let  charity  in  gotdtn  Ibih  of  love  conneH  you  nkitb  the  IrcthtrheoJ  of 
mmn,*^  Let  your  benevolence  be  broad  as  the  ocean ;  your  candour 
brilliant  as  the  fun>  and  your  compaflion  and  humanity  extehfive 
as  th^  human  face/* 

Thtfc  fentimenlts  are  not  confined  to  Mr*  Howell,  tfie  diafge  of 
Prefidei^t  Maxey,  in  17939  breathes  the  fame  fpirit  of  freedom  and 
philanthropy^  What  are  the  advantages  fociety  may  not  expedt 
when  principles  like,  thefe  are  imprefled  with  all  the  energetic  forct 
of  precept  and  example,  on  the  minds  of  the  rifing  generation  I 

This  inditution  was  firft  founded  at  WarreUi  in  the  county  of 
Briftol,  and  the  firft  commencement  held  there  in  1 769* 

In  the  year  1770,  thec6llege  was  removed  to  Providence^  where  a 
large,  elegant  building  was  erected  for  its  accommodation,  by  the 
|^nerQu»  donations  of  individuals,  moflly  from  the  town  of  Provi*^ 
'  (Ieoce#  It  is  fituated  on  a  hill  to  the  eaft  of  the  town ;  and  while  its 
elevated  fituation  renders  it  delightful,  by  comfuanding  an  extenfive,( 
V4riiegated  profpe£t^  it  furnilhes  it  with  a  pure,  falubrious  air«  The 
edifice  is  of  brick,  four  ivories  high,  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long^ 
and  forty.fix  wide,  w^th  a  pt-ojedion  of  ten  feet  each  fide.  It  has  an 
fpxty.  len|rthwi(e,  witb  rooms  on  each  fide.    Th?re  arc  forty-eight 

rooaa* 
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|09mf  for  the  accoipmoclatioii  of  ftudents,  %ni  oight  lapjer  ooes  f<^ 
Bt^tic  ufes,    The  roof  i%  covered  with  {Ute* 

From  Decqiptx^r  1776,  to  Jw^  17829  the  college  edifice  w^s  ufe^ 
by  the  French  and  American  troops  for  m  hof^it^  a^d  barracks^  fit 
Ihat  the  poiufe  of  education  was  interrupted  during  that  period,  Np 
degrees  were  conferred  from  1776  to  1786.  From  1786,  the  coU 
U%^  ^^in  became  reguiar,  fi^d  is  now  ver^  floi^nihiDg,  ^pat^iainj^ 
upwards  of  fixty  (hld^nts. 

This  inft|tqtio|^  is  i|pder  the  inftrudion  of  n  prcfident,  «  profeflbr 
of  divinity,  a  profeffor  of  natural  and  experimental  philofophy^v^ 
profe(}pr  qf  matbepnatips  apd  afiropojiiy,  a  profeifor  of  natu'ral  hUV 
tory,  and  three  tutors.  The  inflitution  has  a  librity  of  betvree^ 
fwo  and  three  t^iuuia^d  voluines,  containing  a  valuat)le  phi)ofopbica| 
apparatus.  Nearly  all  the  funds  of  the  college  are  at  intereft  i^  th^ 
treafury  of  fl^e  State,  s^i4  amount  to  aloioft  two  tho|ii'^nd 
pounds  , 

At  Newport  there  is  a  flouriihing  academy,  under  the  dire^ 
tion  of  a  red^or  and  tutors,  who  te^ch  the  learned  language^ 
^ngliih  i^ramms^*^  geography,  &c. 

SOCIETIES  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

A  marine  fociety  was  eftablifhed  at  Newport  in  17  {2,  for  4^ 
purpoie  of  relieving  diftrefled  widows  and  orphans  of  niari|ime  bre- 
thren, and  luch  of  their  fociety  ai(  may  need  a(fiftanc^. 

The  Providence  fopicty  for  promoting  the  abolition  of  flavery,  for 
fhe  felief  of  perfons  unlawfully  held  in  bondage,  and  for  improvbg 
the  pondition  of  the  African  race,  commenced  in  1789,  and  was  in- 
eorporated  the  year  following.  It  confifis  of  upwards  of  one  hun- 
flred  and  fifty  members,  jiart  of  whoin  belong  to  the  State  of  Maf« 
iachufetts. 

The  aflfembly  of  this  State,  in  their  feffion  pf  May,  1 792,  paflcd  an 
%&  incorporating  three  companies,  for  the  purpo(e  of  ere6ting  three 
^ridges«-Qne  over  the  npper,  and  another  over  th^  lower  ferry  of 
Sedbhonk  river,  and  a  third  over  Howland  ferr)',^  which  would  unite 
Hhoderlfland  with  Tiverton  On  the  main ;  the  two  former  will 
greatly  accommodate  the  town  of  Providence — ^thc  latter  niuft  prov^ 
highly  advantageous  to  the  people  of  Newport  and  others  on 
Rhode-Ifland.  To  fuch  works  of  uti^^y  V^!^  ^.^^^pri^c  every 
good  man  wiihes  fuccefs* 
' /  pOM- 
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CONSTITUTiON. 

The  conflitutiOB  of  d\is  State  is  founded  on  the  charter  granted  Igr 
Charles  II.  in  1663  »  ^"^  ^^^  frame  of  government  was  not  epntimUf 
aTtered  by  the  revolution.  The  legiflatiire  of  this  State  confiib  of 
two  branchei---a  Senate  or  Upper  Houfe,  compofed  of  ten  members, 
Wfides  the  governor  and  deputy-govemor,  called,  in  the  charter, 
ajijtants — and  a  Houfe  of  Reprefcntatives,  compofed  of  deputies 
from  the  federal  towns.  The  members  of  the  Icgiflaturc  are  chofen 
tw4ce  a  year  ;  and  there  are  two  feflions  of  this  body  annually,  vir. 
cm  the  firft  Wednefday  in  May,  and  the  laft  Wednefday  in  Oc* 
tober. 

Tlie  fiiprcmc  executive  power  is  vefted  in  a  governor,  or,  in  his 
abfeuce,  in  the  deputy-governor,  who,  with  the  affidants,  fecretary, 
and  general  treafurer,  ar^  chofen  annually  in  May  by  the  fuSSfragcs  of 
the  people.  The  governor  prefides  in  the  Upper  Houfe,  but  hat 
'<m1y  a  Single  voice  in  enacting  laws. 

•  Thtrt  is  one  fuprcme  judicial  court,  compofed  of  five  judges, 
whoie  jurifdi6tion  extends  over  the  whole  State,  and  who  holds  two 
courts  annually  in  each  county. 

.  In  ^ch  county  there  is  an  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  and  ge» 
Dcral  f^ont  of  the  peace,  held  twice  a  year  for  the  trial  of  caufes, 
not  capital,  arifing  within  the  county,  from  which  an  appeal  lies  to 
the  fupreme  court.  But  in  order  to  give  a  more  particular  view  of 
the  government  of  this  State,  ^e  fliaU  infert  the  charter  itfelf  pa 

which  k  is  fouj|ded» 

'  ■  '1 

CHARTER. 

Charles  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c.  To  all  t0 
whom  thefe  prefents  fliall  come  greeting :  Whereas  we  have  becm 
Informed,  by  the  petition  of  our  truftyand  well  beloved  fubje^ts,  John 
Clarke,  on  the  behalf  of  Benedift  Arnold,  William  Brenton,  Wil- 
Earn  Codington,  Nicholas  Eafton,  William  Bouillon,  John  Portcf, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Gorton,  John  Weekes,  Roger  Williams,  Tho- 
mas Olney,  Gregory  Diexter,  Johii  Cogefiiall,  Jofcph  Clarke,  Randall 
HouWcn,  John  Greene,  John  Roome,  Samuel  Wildbore,  William 
Field,  James  Barker,  Richard  Tew,  Thomas  Harris,  .and  Wilha© 
X)yrc,  and  the  ref!  of  the  purchafers  and  free  ii\habitants  of  our  ifland, 
called  Rhode-Ifland,  and  the  reft  of  the  colony  of  Prov|dcace  PIanta-» 

tion8» 
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fhti^  Hi  tkc  NarrafMifti  baft  in  New-Englandi  in  Aawrica,  thil 
tficy,  patfaiAf  with  fmm  and  lojml  minds  their  fober,  fcrious^ 
ttitd  niigioM  intcodoif%  «f  gorflf  4dil^og  thomfelvei  and  od^ 
taother  m  xbt  holy  Oritttii  IWfh  tad  wjordiip^  as  they  wem 
|>erittadidt  XK^geAwr  wMi  dM  gating  onr  and  comrerfion  of  th« 
poor  \ga0ntit  ladiati  tfatifiife  ttefe  parts  of  Aflnerica,  to  the  Bnccrt 
pw^tSM^ni  obedience  «f  rile  ftme  faith  and  woiihip,  did  cot 
dnfj  bf  the  confent  imd  good  «aeb>viragieftieiit  of  oor  f03ral  progenia 
%)rs,  tranfpofttheillfelvtsMt^tf  tilis  kingdoctv  of Eoglalid  into  America; 
but  alfo  finco  their  arrivtl  thtriv  after  their  firft  fettkment  among  otb^ 
our  fubjefts  in  thofe  partt,  for  the  aroidin^  of  discord  and  thioib 
nany  evils  which  were  likely  to  ^tifue  ypon  thofe  our  fubjeAs  not 
being  abk  to  bear  in  thofe  remote  parts  their  different  apprehenfions  in 
.  ^efigious  concernments ;  and  in  purfuance  of  the  af  jrefaid  ends  did 
once  again  leave  their  defirable  ftations  and  habitations,  and  with  ex- 
ceffive  labour  and  travail,  hacard  and  charge,  did  tranfplant  them« 
ftlves  into  the  midft  of , the  Indian  natives,  who,  as  we  are  informed, 
arc  the  moft  potent  prijices  and  people  of  all  that  country ;  u^ere,  by 
the  good  providenc;e  of  God  (from  whom  the  pi  stations  have  taken 
Iheir  namey  upon  their  labour  and  induftry,  they  have  not  only  been  ' 
prefervcd  to  admiration,  but  have  increafed  and  profpered,  and  are 
fcifed  and  poiTeiTed,  by  purchafc  and  Confcnt  of  the  faid  native?, 
to  their  fuH  content,  of  fueh  land^,  iflands,  rivers,  harbours,  and 
iroads,  as  are  very  convenient  both  M  plantations,  and  alfo  for 
building  of  ihips-  fupply  of  pipe-ftaves,  and  other  mcrchan- 
dife,  and  which  lii  very  commodious  In  many  refpe^s  for  commerce, 
and  to  accommodate  oiur  (buthertx  ptantatiom,  and  may  much  ad* 
irance  the  trade  of  this  our  realm,  and  greatly  enlarge  the  territories 
thereof;  they  haying,  by  n^ar  neighbotirhood  to,  and  friendly  fo« 
iiety  with  the  great  body  of  the  Narraganfet  Inditms,  given  them  en* 
couragementof  thrown  accord,  to  fnbjeA  themfelves,  their  people» 
and  lands,  unto  t s ;  wheitb/t  M  i'  hoped,  there  may,  in  time,  by 
the  Ue^ng  of  God  upon  their  endeavours,  be  laid  a  fure  foundation 
of  happiocis  to  all  America.  And  whereaj^  in*  thcih  humble  ad- 
drefs,  they  fw^t  fttely  d^Jared,  that  it  is  much  on  their  hearts  (if' 
they  be  penifntt«tl)  to  hold  forth  a  lively  eiLperimcnt,  that  a  moft 
floutiftiing'C^ii:  fiate  may  iland,  and  beft  be  maintained,  and  that 
amoog^^^lEnglifti  (fabjeCb,  whh  a  fail  liBififty  in  riligioos  concern* 
teM^i^and  that  tine  piety,  rightly  grounded  upon  gofpcl  prin* 
(ilpVn^i  ^ffl  ^  tfee  beft  and  greateft  fecuritj^  to  foWrtignty,  and 
llirftt^liq^  in  the  liearti  of  men  the  ilroageft  obligatiooa  to  true  loyw 
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alty:  now,  koOw' yc,.  tba.wt  (beii^:ri;irt»ia|  tatnsiliiWig?- tfif 
liopeful  Dddertakmg  oi  xt^r  §^  k^-mi^  Wmg^MH^df,  /»^ 
to  femre  thim  ii>,lii-'  ^Xf^*  McivifefrtthenJBjefMlt  off^.tftiw  avS 
«nd  rcligbm.  rigji  '^  •ftppet)«i«i(^:MI  tiMMb  nT^ur  JoVi^  i'l^e^}  wi4 
topr^erve  vwHajthem  th?!  liberty  ^iv r thqafi»€  -€tei<^iaix  !A6tt^  aii4 
morttAp  of  Ood  wWi^k^bej?  li^#^V9litoi»»^  ib  Mcfcur^irail,  «b^ 

iiurfelves  tof«jto>>-'  ^^i  i>^a«ftt<Wiif  fcf<l*5<*^fffopfe«i4  irt^b^ms  o^ 

public  exeririfejof.rdigfeo  ^!ecQidwiBft^'4b«  [kmgf^Um^  ap4  cerct 
fbooiei.of  the  CbiUvb o£ Eiiglaodi  oeita^c  of  fubCcribe  tbtit  oaths  s|a4 
mtidss  ma^e  ai^d  ^ftabHihe<l  in  |ba|  bcbalf ;  and  for  that  thc.£t$ney  bjf 
reafoaof  the  rtni^te.^iftances  q^  |h$)!^  pjaces,  will/ a^  wc  bc^DC,  b4 
ho  breach  ci  the  iinliy  dixi  tmifpri^i^  ^ilabUQied  in  thU  .nations 
h^ve  therefore  thought  fit,  and^d^  ^eby^obli^  gfant,  or4aln,.and 
\.  dlecjare^  that  our  roy)d^  will  ^fid^jj^f^f^r^  is,  that  no  peribn  within  th« 
faid  colony,  at  any  time/  here^ffce^'i  fl^all  be,ai|y  wife  njiplefted,  pu* 
tiflied,  difquieted,  oi  cabled  in  quefUon^^fpr  ai^  diiferencet  in  opJaipOe 
i^  iiEiatterB  of  religion^  who  do  no^  a<%i|a|ly  dift;urb  ttie  civil  peace  o£ 
our  faid  colony;  bpt  that  all  and  ev|^ry  pj^rion  and  pprjop^may,  from 
linie  to  time,  aind  at  all  times  here^^r^-  freely  and  ft^ly  ^\^  s^i  en* 
joy  his  and  their  own  « judgments  ^nd  confcietices,  in  Wt^j^"*  ^  r^** 
Hgious  concernment,  t^hroughoui  thp  ^ra^  of '  land  ^leifeafter  men-* 
ytotied,  they  behaving  theii.i^ire»pejpceably  and  quietly,  a^d  not  y£b& 
'this  liberty  to  lie entioyfnels  and  pro/ariejiefc,  nor  tj>  the  ciyij  injury  or 
outward  difturb^nce  pf  others,,  4ny  law,  ftat^t^,  ojr  cJlp^fe  fhef:ein  coog 
tftiued,  or  to  be;  p^ntainedi  uia|;e'Oft<iiil;^n9of  thi8tef^c%  tg  tl\e;Cpu^ 
trary  iKrcot;  in.  any^yife  notwifchftap^iijgj  AiuJ  thj^^  t>cy  n^fiy  -be  m>. 
the  better  capacity- to  ^efeiMtih^mfqlv^s  jj9  their  |u ft, ^ahf?;  and  hbcp* 
lici,  agnhijftat^t^e/ieriiiess'of  ^  QhrUJia^^faith^-aijulotlu^jf,^  inj#U*r^ 
fpe6V$,  wc.hav^  fil^ther  thought  fttt  .%^4j»^  Vbc  4^w;i^lfjKSitjf??^M^^ 
^rfpns  aforefaid,  tace'.graciouJly.pWjujl  :f^  ^cWf»-^f^t  ^th^^.flvaJi. 
iiaye  and  cnj<?y  ;h^'b(e»efit<>f  ^»r  lai;f  adpf  H>deav^yijii^:^if^.pa|;? 
4on,  jj^'tbe  reft  of  our  fwbje<$|s  ^iapthtir  <yr  domini^iMj, \afj4  tcrritfj 
fie9;h^ve ,-  aa^  t^  creatr  ancl  m^j^^  \hcm  ja  bodyifoljtic^rxoq>owj^ 
lifi^  the  powers  <>f'|)fivikg*s,hqf^in,aft^?r-n[>#ntiog|^,.  And^ 
rii%'^)^^  ow.will  an|i,pteaf«ie  is»  an«tof  :;bur^%«4a4:ffi?^  Sff'^® 
Jtoowlcdgc.  j^4  ii»ereflWi^n,;  we  J^ye.oi:dbi||e^  ip^^ig^t^i^ 
^^Jpr<d,  tnd  byjlh^jfe  pfef^nts,  ^las^ma  h^ff.a^Jqjccffoi*^^ 
jNfdaia,;  0&AUia€)i  andde^iare^jh^  fhfy  l^ff^  ^Ki^aip^roogt^ 
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^11?am  CoJctlngton,  Nicholas '  Eifton,  Fenedfa 'ArnoTd,  Willia&i 
fiotilfton,  John  Porter,  Samuel  Gorton,  John  Smith,  John  Weeke?, 
"Roger  vVilUams,  Thomas  Olney,  Gregorjr  Dexter,  John  CogefhaF!, 
Jofeph  Clarke,  RandallHoulden,  John  Greene,  John  Roome,  Wfl- 
liam  Dyre,  Sanruel  Wrldbore,  Richard  Tew,  William  Field,  Tho- 

mas  Harris,  James  Barker,' —  Rainfborrow,  ■    >  —  Williams, 

and  John  Nixon,  and  all  fuch  others  as  are  now,  W  hereafter  fiitll 
be  admitted,  free  of  the  company  and  fociety  of  our  colony  of  Pro- 
vidence Plantations,  in  the  Narraganfct  bay,  In  New-England,  (hall 
be,  from  time  to  time,  and  for  ever  hereafter,  a  body  corporate  arid 
politic,'  in  h6t  and  name,  bythe  njme"  of  the^vernor  and  company  of 
the  EngUfli  colony  of'Rho^e-fiknd  ^'d  Providence  Plantations,  hi 
iJe^-England,  m  America]  Vnd*that  by -the  fame  name,  they  .and 
their  fiiccefTors  ftiall  an^  ntay  fiave  pet^pfhia?'  fucfceffion,  ^nd  fliall 
and  may  be'^rfons  atiTe  and'  dapabfe  hi  the  law  to  fue  and  befikd,  io 
plead  and  be  fniVplekdeif,  its  afffi^-^r  ai^d  th  fee  artfwfarc<f  iifitb,  t6  defe^, 
arid  to  beWfend<?(J, .in*Ml'- Aid* fihgiilar  fiiit^i  c2ftifys,'Viirarrel^,  mat- 
ters, arfirtis,  atfd  things,'  oT  )S;^t?kThd^or  na^e^fbcrer;  and  alfe  to 
liave,  t<S:'e,  pofrel^i-acquh-eVin^p^Jrchaferaiidsi  tenements,  brheredi- 
tamenb,'bri^y*gooc}sirchn?!^^  ^ant,  dh> 

rni($,'4lie'S,' bargain,  .Kl!f\nd*^if^'(^e6f;  at*tfie]r  8^         a\\dplei- 
;fure,'  ki  other  <ftir  Hege  peopled? tfe  otif  rcdm^cf£Eng!knd,<!)*r  arty 
'tovporiiYoVo{'  b6dy^p6RIf<r^l^!thIn'tfi^'  fattie,'  nray  la^fally  >fc'?  a^d 
■further,*  that  fliey 'the  JTaij}  gotferiror^  ancf  cpmpaTiyv  abd  th^if  fuccc^^ 
fdrs,   fliall  arid  iftay^'fo?'^d^]ii'1iVe^fter,    have  a  common^  feaF,  to 
fei*vc*and'irfd  for  ilf  Wtters,  rafufes^  thtngs,  and  affairs  "OvhatfoeVer, 
't>f  thdm  '^(f  ihjlt  fiiccettirt/^and  the  faiiic  fealro' ihcr^  change, 
l)?lal?,  1&flfdtn3ke\ie#^fi*<ym'*t5m^  to  timej At  thehr'w'in  tind  plea- 
yxiri^'ki'i\\2f'{iii\l  think  fitf'  'Andfurthef,  we  will  and  ordain,  ^and 
by  thefe  ^ri^fehts,  for  us,  oiir  "heirs' and  fiicccflbrs,  do  declare  arid 
appoiht^J  that  for  the  better  orderii^g*and  hianaglqg  of  the  affairs  arid 
'biifiricfsof  the  fald  company  arid  their^ftKc'efTars,  there  ftiall  be  one 
"gbv^rnoi,"  one  deputy-governor,  and  ten  affiftaots,  to  fie  from  time 
to  trme'cpnftituted,  eleded,  and  chofen  Out  of  the  freemen  of  the  faU 
company  for  the  time  h«ing,  in  fach  rhanner'and  form  as  is  hereafter 
'in  thefe  preferits  expreiTed ;  which  faid  officers  fliall  apply  themfelves 
Io  take  care  for  the  beft  difpbfing  and  ordering  of  the  general  bufineTs 
yarid'affairsof  and  concernkig  the  lands  and  hereditaments  hereinafter 
mentioned'  to  be  granted,  and  the  plantation  thereof,  and  the  go 
ycrnii^erit  X)f  the  people  there.    And  for  the  better  tjxccutioa  of  o\xf 
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Toyz\  pleaftir^  berciiii  we  do^  for  us,  our  heifs  and  Aicee8brs»  t^pif 
name,  onditiite  and  appoint,  the  afoiefaid  Benedick  Arnold  to  be 
the  iirft  and  pre  ent  governor  of  the  faid  company,  and  the  faid  Wilr* 
liam  Brenton  to  be  the  depuy-gOYcrnor,  and  the  faid  William. 
Boulfton,  Job^  Porter,  Roger  Williams,  Thomas  Olney,  John  Smithy 
John  Greene,  John  Cogefhall,  James  Barker,  William  Field,  and 
Jofeph  Clarke,  to  be  the  ten  prefent  affiiiants  of  the  faid  company,  to 
continue  in  the  faid  feveral  oificea  refpeAiveIy,untii  the  fir  ft  Wedoefday 
which  ihall  be  ip  the  month  of  May  now  next  coming.  And  further, 
we  will,  andbythefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  hfirs  and  lucceflbrs,  door- 
dain  and  grant,  that  the  governor  of  the  faid  company  for  the  tim« 
being,  or  in  his  abfence,  by  occafion  of  iicknefs  or  other^nfe,  by  his 
leave  or  permifiion  the  deputy-fPviroQr /or  the  time  being,  (hall  and 
may,  from  time  to  time,  upon  all  occafioni,  give  order  for  the  afieii^* 
blingof  the  faid  company,  and  calling  them  togetlier,  lo  confuh  anil 
wink  of  the  bufineft  and  affairs  of  tbt  iaid  conpany  $  and  that  for 
ever  hereafter,  iwke  m  crtry  year,  that  is  to  fty,  on  etcty  firft  >Vc** 
nefiiay  in  the  month  of  May,  and  «» tfery  laft  Wedoifiday  in  Odobcr, 
oroftener,  in  e^e  it  ihajl  be  rcqmfitf,  tbeaffiftantt^  andfucboftha 
freemen  j>f  the  &id  cdmpany,  odC  axiaeeding  fix  pirfMis  from  New- 
port,  four  perftos  for  eaeh  of  Iha  rtTpeftiv*  towns  ot  Frovici^ca, 
Poiti^outb,  an<^  Warwick,  and  two  perfboi  for  aacb  other  placf, 
town  or  ctly,  who  iball  be  from  time  to  llttiidttriunto  ekfiador  dc* 
puted  by  the  m^yoT  part  of  the  fracmtn  •#  dta  reffa^ft  towns  or 
j)Iaces  for  which  they  fhall  be  b  iMM  H  depttttd*  ihall  have  a  fc* 
neral  mcttinp  or  affembly,  then  and  tbera  to  confiilti  adrift  and 
determine,  in  and  about  the  affairs  and  bufineft  <»f  Iht  ^  eom^aiiy 
and  plantations.  And  further,  wc  do  of  our  tl|pe«ial  graoOy  Otr* 
tain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  g  va  and  grant  unto  im  iaid  fo* 
vcmor  and  company  of  the  Englifti  co'ony.  of  Rbode*IiIand  and 
Providence  Plantations,  in  New-England,  in  America,  and  their 
fucceflfors,  that  the  governor,  or  in  his  abienee,^or  by  his  permiiSon, 
the  deputy-governor  of  the  &i  J  company  for  the  time  being,  theaf* 
fif^ants,  and  fucii  of  the  freemen  of  the  faid  company  as  (hall  be  Qi 
aforefaid  elefted  or  deputed,  or  fo  many  of  tbcm  as  Ihall  be  prefent 
at  fuch  meeting  or  aff.mWy  as  aforefaid,  (lull  be  called  the  Ge- 
ncral  AiTembly  ;  and  tha:  tbey,  or  the  greateft  part  of  them  then 
prefent,  whereof  the  go^trntr,  or  deputy- governor,  iod  iix.of  the 
aififtants  at  lei.ft,  to  be  feven,  fl^al  have,  and  have  hereby  given  and 
granted  unto  thcyn  fall  power  auJ  authoritj',  from  time  to  time,  and 
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ittiill  tjQiet  Iiereafter^  to  appoint;  iltov  «id  changafuch  iv^^  timet 
aiui  places  of  mectiiig,  aad  Geocnd  A([ea\h\y,  as  they  Oiall  think  fit  $ 
imd  tochufe,  nominate,  and  appoint  Aich  and  fo  many  perfons  as  thej 
JhsAl  think  fit,  and  (hall  be  willing  to  accepr  the  fame,  to  be  Iree  of 
tftie  faid  company  and  body  politki  and  them  into  the  fante  to  admit; 
9nd  to  eleft  and  conilitute  fucb  ofiices  and  officers,  and  to  grant  fuch 
needful  commii&ons  as  they  iliatl  think  fit  andrequifite,  for  ordering,f 
piaoagingy  and  difpatching  of  the  afiairs  of  the  faid  governor  and 
company,  and  their  fnccefiors;  and  from  time  to  time,  to  make^ 
ordain,  cooftitote,  or  repeal,  fuch  laws^  fiatntcs,  orders  and  ordi* 
sanees,  forms  and  ceremonies  of  government  and  niagiftracy,  as 
§0  them  fliall  fi:em  meet,  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  laid  cooi- 
yany,  and  for  the  government  and  ordering  ot  the  lands  ac )d  heiedita- 
meots  heretn  after-nnentioDed  to  be  granted,  and  of  the  people  that  do^ 
or  at  any  time  hereafter  (hall  inhabtt,  or  be  within  the  lame ;  fo 
as  Itich  laws,  ordinances,  and  cooftitutions  fo  made,  be  not  contraxy 
9mi fcpugnant  unio,  biit  as  near  as  may  be,  agreeable  to  the  .avs  of 
Ikis  our  realm  of  England,  confidering  the  nature  and  confiitmion  of 
ih9  place  and  people  there ;  and  alio  to  appoint,  qrder,  and  dire^i; 
cred  and  fettle  fuch  places  and  courts  of  jiirifdidion,  ibr  hearing  and 
ieterininuig  of  all  anions,  cafes,  matters,  and  things,  happening 
^thin  the  (aid  eolonjr  and  plantation,  and  which  (halt  be  in  difpute^ 
:mi  depending  there,  as  they  ihall  think  iit ;  and  alfo  to  diillngqiih 
and  fet  forth  the  ieveral  namts  aad  titles,  duties,  powers  and  limits, 
•f  each  court,  office  and  officer,  iuperior  and  inferior ;  ->and  alfo  to 
contrive  and  appoint  foch  forms  of  oaths  and  attedations,  not  repug- 
Jiant,  but  as  near  as  may  be  agreeable,  as  aford'aid,  to  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  this  our  realm,  as  are  convenient  and  i  equi&te,  with  re- 
i{;»eAto  the  due  adminiftratton  of  juftice,  aad  due  execution  and  dif* 
aharge  of  aH  offices  and  places  of  truft,  \by  the  perfons  that  (hall  be 
dttreija  coneer|ied>  and  al(o  to  regulate  and  order  tfie  way  and  man.- 
ner  of  all  ele^lons  to  offices  and  places  of  truft,  and  to  prefcribe, 
limit  and  diftinguiih  the  number  and  bounds  of  all  places,  towns  and 
dties,  withia  the  lir^its  and  bounds  herein  after  mentioned^ 
and  not  herein  pirticularty  naniedt  who  have,  or  Ihall  have  thp 
power  of  elefting  ani  iiending  of  freemen  to  the  faid  General  Affem- 
bly ;  and  alfo  to  order,  dire^,  and  authorife  the  impofing  of  law^l 
and  reafonable  fines,,  mui^s,  imprifonuients,  and  executing  other 
puniOiments,  pecuniary  and  corpmr^l,  upon  offenders  and  delin* 
ijuents,    accordin|;  to  the   cpur^   of  otho*  corporationa  within 
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ttiis  our  ling(iom  o^  En^^nidt*  aftd  ifgain,  to'  alt^,  revoke,  anntil  el» 
-paHon,  undcrthrir  coaimon  fealj'br'btlier^iftv  ^tich*  fines,  niuh^«, 
Imprifomnents,  fentenccs,  judgmeirfearrd  condemnation?,  as  fh^!!  bfe 
thotight  fit ;  and'to  diredl,  ruie,  ortler,  and  Afpofe  alh other  mattet* 
cmd  tilings,  and  particularly  that  which  relates  to  the  making  of  p\il%. 
chafes  of  the  native  Indians,  as  to  thi&m  Ih^tt  fecm  meet  v  Wherefe^ 
owrfaid -people  and  inhabitants  in  the'  faid'p!antations''^Tiay  be  '£?> 
Tcligtoufly^  peaceably,'  and  civilly  ^ovcfned;  as  thatby  theff"  gotod  lift 
and  orderly  converfatton  they  may  \rin  and  Ihvht  the  nativfe  Indian* 
of  the  country  to  the  knowteclge  and  Obedience  6f  thi?  only  l?rac  6o<J 
mnd  Saviour  of  mankind;  willHig,' commanding,  and'requWing,*'anB 
l)y  thefc  prefeots,  for  us,  ourheirs^ahdftjcceflors,  o;^aining  anci  ajf- 
pointing,  that  all  furh  laut,  ftatutes.  Orders^  and  ordtnaiKt^,  htftrueC 
tions,  impofitions,  and  dire<5Vions,  as  (hall  btf  (6  made Tiy  the  g6vemn#, 
■idepiity,-  af&ftants,  and  freemen,  or  fuch  number  of  them  ^s'  afbrfefa?dl, 
aiftd  ptibliflied  in  writing  tinder  tlieircOmmon  Teal,  {hall  be  careflil^ 
and  duly  obfcrved,  kept,  peifornfted,'  ^and  pot 'in  execution,* 'SP- 
cording  to  the  true  intent  arid  nl^anio'g'of  the' fame.  'And  tfiefe  ci9t 
teters  patent,  or  thfe  duplicate  ol*'  extmpliJicarion  tliereof,  Aat^ 
be  to  all  an<i  every  fuch  offic^*  fdperror  or'.mfcrior,  from  time  tb 
time,  for  the  putting  of  the  fame  orilers,  lawsV  iktutes,'  ordmaricH, 
inflruftions,  aiid  'dlrci^tortsi  iu'dtre  extcut?oii  agai^ft'  us,  ovtt  heiti 
and  fucceflb'rs,  a  fufHcicnt  tl^rrint'afid^difeharge;  And  further, 'o'ifr 
will  and  pleafitrcis,  ^n'd  we  do  ^tfrcbflbi'  tfs;  odr  lifers'  and  facccffr 
fors,  eftablHh  and  ordami  th^t  J'^rlV,' once  itJ*  t'he  yeJft-  foi^  e^erferi?-? 
after,  namely,  the '^ft)^eftid  WedWefday  id*  Wfajr,  aitcf^  the  toWn  <Jf 
N^^port  or  eife^vhere,  'if  iSrrgerif  6ii6afiori  di)  require; ^tfre^goveAt/?^ 
deputy^governor,  and  affiftarits  '6f  thHSfl  (SompiEmy-'ifitfitfier  oftcers 
of  the  faid  company,  of  fuch  bftlWi'n  as'ftie  Gener^'lXffciftbf/il^fsJl 
think  fit,  ihall  te  in  the'faid  bcneral  Gourt'o?  Affembff,  tS  Ki'^fi^ 
froni  that  day  or  time,  nfewly  fchof^^n 'for  the  year  6n\\]ing,'h^'iTO 
greater  part  of  the  faid  company  for  the  time  beiii^,  as^iall  be  then  ahB 
there  prefent.  And  if  it  ihali  happen 'th^t  the  pre'fent  goWi4iof, 
<Jeputy-governof,  and  afliftants,' by  theft  pr6ftntsap|fcbtc'd,  orat^ 
fuch  as  fliall  hereafter  be  newly  chofen  WonHei?  rob'ms,  orkrf^df 
them,  or  any  other  the  officerrof  the  faixt"cOitij)^ny,'  flialf  dfe?  ^6¥^ 
removed  from  his  or  their  ft VeralofficesJ  Wjp^ates'' before  Ae  Haid 
general  day  of  eled^ion  (whom  t^e  do 'hereby  declare  'fbr  ahy  m?iS^- 
tncanor  or  default  to  be  re'move^fe*  b/rHe'^g^yternor,  iffiftants,"  aiicl 
company,  or  ftjch  greater  parrttf  them,' irf*anif  of  %tr*iiudp\tt)ffc 
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^QUru  K^,.^,«0mMe4  iM>^<W«/W)  tlwt  then,  and  iumiyfuch 
^(Q)  it  ikMfi9i\  nn4)^l)ei  lawful  to  and  for  the  faid  gorernor^  deputy^ 
ffnwr^or^  ^tEA^HSi  dod  -c^o^pan)!  ^forefaidy  or  fiicb  greater  part  of 
iki^m  fb,  c^  liB  ftOomJUed^  a»  19  «^<&td,  in  any  of  their  aiemblies^ 
y>  pNccod  ilo  a  mm  elediM  of  one  or.  more  of  their  company,  ia 
t^  rowisor  pbitt?  foomt'  or  phKc^^  of  fuch  officer  oc  officer^  fo 
dying  offirr^Qiovtd^  liccocding  to  their  dire<&ion3.    And  immediatefy 
tip«n(.af9l%ftef  fu^iAoAios  or  ebdioaa  mode  of  fuch  goTcrnor,  de* 
pMtyrfo^r^fpOr,^  afiffantr or  . affid^ki^  of  aoy  other  ofticer  of  the 
£ud  con^fetu^*  Jn  tia^ivr  aod  forao  albre{aid,  the  aivthority,  o£ke, 
%9d  powiar   beftrc  'giren  ^toi  tke-fqrnw^gorcmory  dcpory-gover^ 
9or».  aod  Qthcti   o^er  and  oiiicers  io'removedy  i^  whofc  ilea^ 
a^d  pbic#.  pew  ik^  b^  diofen,  fhall,  as  to  him  and  them^  and  ev^ry 
of  th^jn,  i^eCpo^iveiy^  €<:tde  ami  determine.:  Provided  always,  and 
^r  \jfi\l  and  pleafure.  k^  Thai  as  well  fuch  as  are  by  theie  preienta 
#ppoi|>ted  to  be  the  preft^t  gov^nor^  deputy-governor,  and  a£iibaota 
of  the  fetd  company,  aa  tboie  wjakh  (ball  fucceed  them,  and  all  other 
otHcejTQ  to  bjs  appointed  tmd  (;hoien  as  aforefaid,  ihall,  before  the  no* 
4i9v^9lfio^itb(ii.  execution  of  the  faid  ofhccs  and  places  re^>e^iTely9 
give  ihe^if  .ioltmni^i^r^ement,  by  oath  or  otheiwife^  for  the  due  and 
{^}l£vd  p(F|9r«n^nC0  oi  their  duties  in  their  ferenai  9ffice8  and  places, 
^QfeXnch  perJon  on  perfot)Sta8.are  by  thefe  preients  hereafter  ap- 
piwted.  to  iafco  ^od  rccervo  the  fame ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  faid  ]^ne« 
did  Att»^>' wlio  iajhcrcinhribre  nomnated  and  appointed  the  pre- 
ffiot  goirqincH:  «f;  tbe^faid  compstiy,  fiaU  give  the  afofeiakl  engage-* 
"towit,  -Morji,  W,ittia(Bj  Bccoton,  or  any  two  of  the  faid  affiftants  of 
^  {^  Q^mpUij^  4iiito.  whonat  we  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  give  full 
l^^r^.,  apd^auibaritir*  tot  require  ^mi  receive  the  fame;  and  the  U\d 
WillisMk.  3roi)t]i^r!wl)o J  » 'hcrtby  bcfbrer nominated  and  appointed 
ibc.prefeic  djP!P«V^^««i<>c  •t>f  <bo  f*»d  company,  fliall  give' the 
aford^id  imgagtomnt*  heibrs  nht  Mdl  Benedict  Arnold,  or  any  two 
of  iht  affiilania  M.fhe  fitid'  cQanpa^y,  unco  vf horn  we  do,  by  thefe 
pre(eat^  givi^jfifU  pqwtr  and  sothority  to  require  and  receive  th« 
4fUB9  J:  ^.I|a4  ai(t.W8fiain*oiiMBo»,  |6hir  Porter,  Roger  Williams, 
Thomai  Qlotfy,Joha  Srnffli^  jt)hn  Green^'  John  Cogefliall,  James 
Birltfr,  Wiiliam  Fields  and^.Jo&ph  Clarke,  wha  are  herein  before 
i^QtiEkattiil4»id  4ppointild  tihcprdent  ail^miof  the  pompany,  (hall 
give.^e.iiaiA^  «Bgagemeht  to  thctt  oiices^and  places  refpe^ivety  be^ 
l00jgiiigt^be£arti  th|!!  ittd.  Brmeflxit  Arnold  and  William  Brenton,  or 
00^:  of  thc^l^lo  srhom  xef^o^tely.  wt,  d^  hcceby  give  foil  power 
1 .  and 
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and  amhority  tDTcqaife»  cdmioiAer,  Mr  reettFe  thefiunt.  Anf  fiirdiQr^ 
our  will  and  ptcafiire  is,  that  afl  and  every  odicr  fatore  govcroor,  oT 
dcpmy-goverti'^r,  to  be  eleded  and  chokn  by  Tlrtiie  of  diefc  prefentv 
ib«ll  give  the  fdld  engngrment  before  two  or  mort  of  cfaetaid  affift* 
anu  of  the  CiiJ  coiipany  for  the  time  btiii^  01110  wboon  W€  do,  hf 
thek  prefer. tf,  give  full  pouer  and  autkority  to  vi^ire«  adimiiifier, 
or  receive  :be  lacie  ;  and  the  iaid  afiihoti,  and  every  of  tbetiit  and 
ail  and  c\cry  other  officer  or  olBoers,  to  be  hereafter  eieded  ai|J 
chofen  by  virtue  oi  theie  prcfentSi  from  time  to  tinie«  ikai  give  tlie 
like  ejigagemenu  to  dseir  offices  and  placet  rrfpe^vefy  belongings 
before  the  governor  or  depnty-governor  for  the  time  being ;  unto 
which  fa  id  g^ernor  or  deputy-governor  we  do^  by  thefe  prefeats^ 
give  full  power  and  authority  to  require^  admiAiiler,  nr  receive  tho 
fame  accordingly.     And  ue  do  likewiie  for  us,  our  beirSf  and  fue^ 
ceiTorsy  give  and  grant  unto  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and 
their  fuccefiurs, ,  by  thrie  prefents^  that  for  ti^  more  peaceable  and 
orderly  government  of  the  fad  planrations,  it  ihall  and  maybe  bw« 
ful  fur  the  governor^  deputy-governor,  affidants,  and  all  other  of* 
ficers  aod  miniilers  of  the  faid  company,  in  the  adminiiralion  of 
jufiice  and  exercife  of  government  in  the  laid  ]dant8tioot,  to  ufe» 
exercife,  and  put  in  execution,  fuch  method^  rules,  orden,  and  di- 
regions,  not  being  contrary  and  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  ftatute* 
of  this  our  realm,  as  have  been  heretofore  given,  uied,  and  accuf* 
tomed  in  fuch  cafes  refpe^vely,  to  be  put  in  pra^ioe,  until  at  the 
next  or  feme  other  general  aflerably,  efpecial  pnovifion  fliall  be  nuMte 
in  the  cafes  aferefaid.    And  we  do  fiirther,  foruif  our  hekt  and' 
fucceflbrs,  give  and  grant  unto  the  iaid  governor  and  company,  and 
their  fucceflbrs,  by  thefe  prefemtf  that  it  ihall  aad  any  be  lawfid  to 
and  for  the  faid  governor,  or,  in  his  aUeiicei  the  depnty-goremor 
and  major  part  of  the  faid  affifiantt  for  the  time  beiiq(,  at  any  time 
when  the  faid  general  Affembly  is  not  fitting,  to  noorinate^  appoint, 
and  condicute  fuch  and  fo  many  coounanders,  goreniors,  and  mili- 
tary oificers,  as  to  them  fliaU  feem  raquifite,  for  the  leading,  con« 
dueling,  and  training  up  the  mhabteots  of  the  £ud  plantations  in 
martial  aifairs,  and  for  the  defence  and  iafie^uard  of  the  laid  pl^ta* 
tions ;  and  that  it  iliall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  all  and  eveiy 
fuch  commander,  governor,  and  military  officer,  that  fiuHiiefo  at 
aforcfaid,  or  by  the  governor,  or  in  his  i^fence  thrdepmy*goyeniot 
and  fix  of  the  affiftanti,  and  major  part  of  the  ffieemen-«if  the^&td 
cgmpv^y  pfefent  9t.miy  gsoeral  aflemtdiesf  nominated,  appointed, 

and 
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^md  conftitutcd,  according  to  the  tenor  of  his  and  their  refpe^ive 
commiffions  and  diredtions,  to  aflemble,  exerqife  in  armS|  marfhal^ 
array,  and  put  in  warlike  poihire,  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  colony, 
for  their  efpecial  defence  and  fafety ;  and  to  lead  and  conduct  the 
faid  inhabitants,  and  to  encounter,  repulfe,  and  refift  by  force  of 
*nns,  as  well  by  fea  as  by  land,  to  kill,  flay,  and  deft roy,  by  all 
fitting  ways,  entcrprifes,  and  means  whatioever,  all  and  every  fuel} 
peiibn  or  perfons  as  fliall  at  any  time  hereafter  attempt  or  enter? 
prife  the  deflrudion,  invalion,  detriment,  or  annoyance  of  the  faiU 
inhabitants  or  plai.tations ;  and  to  life  and  exercife  the  law  martial  in 
fuch  cafes  only  as  occaiion  fhall  neccfTarily  require ;  and  to  take  and 
furprife,  by  all  ways  and  means  whatfoever,  all  and  every  fuch  pcr- 
ibn  and  perfons,  with  their  ftiip  or  ftiips,  armour,  ammunition^  or 
other  goods  of  fuch  perfons  as  fliall  in  hoftile  manner  invade  or  at-» 
tempt  the  defeating  of  the  faid  plantation,  or  the  hurt  of  the  fai4 
company  and  inhabitants  ;  and  upon  juft  caufes  to  invade  und  de- 
fti-oy  the  natives,  Indians,  or  other  enemies  of  the  faid  colony,  Nor^ 
verthelefs,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  to  the 
reft  of  our  colonies  in  New-England,  that  it  fliall  not  be  lawful  fof 
this  our  faid  colony  of  Rhode-Illand  and  Providence  Plantations,  in 
New-England,  in  America,  to  invade  the  natives  inhabiting  within  the 
bounds  and  limits  of  their  faid  colonies,  without  the  knowledge  and 
confent  of  the  faid  other  colonies.  And  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  it 
fhall  not  be  lawful  to  or  for  the  reft  of  the  coloriies  to  invade  or 
moleft  the  native  Indians,  or  any  othct  inhabitants,  inhabitinjg  withiq 
the  bounds  or  limits  hereafter  mentioned  (they  haying  fubje£te4 
themfelves  unto  us,  and  being  by  us  taken  into  our  fpecial  prote£tion)[ 
without  the  knowledge  and  confent  of  the.  governor  and  company 
of  our  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantation.  Alfo 
our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  unto  ^U  Chriftian 
Kings,  Princes,  and  States,  that  if  any  perfon,  which  fliall  hereafter 
be  of  the  faid  company  or  plantation,  or  any  other  by  appointment 
of  the  faid  governor  and  company  for  the  time  being,  fliall  at  any 
time  or  times  hereafter  rob  or  fpoil,  by  fea  or  land,  or  i^o  any  Ijurt, 
or  unlawful  hoftility,  to  any  of  the  fubje^s  of  us,  our  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  or  to  any  pf  the  fubjeds  of  any  Prince  or  State  being 
then  in  league  with  us,  our  heirs  an^  fucceflTors ;  upon  complaint  o^ 
fuch  injury  done  to  any  fuch  Prince,  or  State,  or  their  fubjeds, 
we,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  will  make  open  proclamation,  within 
^ny  parts  of  our  realms  of  England  fit  for  that  purpofe,  that  the. 
Voh.lh  Kk  ^  pci^ion 
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pcrfon  or  pc|fons  committing  any  fiich  robbery  or  fpoil  Ihall,  withTn 
the  time  limited  by  fuch  proclapiation,  make  full  rcftitution  or  fatis- 
faftion  of  all  fuch  injuries  done  or  committed,  fo  as  the  faid  prince, 
or  others  fo  complaining,  may  be  fully  fatisfied  and  contented  ;  and 
ijF  the  faid  perfon  or  perfons  who  (hall  commit  any  fuch  robbery  or 

.  Ipoil,  (hall  not  make  fatisfaftion  accordingly,  withia  fuch  time  fo  to 
be  limited,  that  then  we,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  will  put  fuch  pcr- 
fon or  perfons  out  of  our  allegiance  and  protection  j  and  that  then  it 
lliall  and  may  be  lawful  and  free  for  all  princes,  or  others,  to  pro- 
lecute  with  hoftility  fuch  offenders,  and  every  of  them,  their  and 
every  of  their  procurers,  aiders,  abettors,  and  counfellors,  in  that 
behalf.  Provided  alfo,  and  our  exprefs  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  wc 
do  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs^  ordain  and 
appoint,  that  thefe  prefents  (hall  not  in  any  manner  hinder  any  of 
pur  loving  fubjeds  whatfoever  from  ufing  and  exercifing  the  trade 
of  (i(hing  upon  the  coaft  of  New-England,  in  America,  but  that 
they,  and  every  or  any  of  them,  (Ijall  have  full  and  free  power  and 
liberty  to  continue  and  ufe  the  trade  of  fi(hing  upon  the  faid  coaii, 
in  any  of  the  feas  thereunto  adjoining,  or  any  arms  of  the  fea,  or 
fait  water,  rivers  and  creeks,  where  they  have  been  accuftomed  to 
iifli,  and  to  build  and  fet  upon  the  wafte  land  belonging  to  the  faid 

-  colony  and  plantations  fuch  wharfs,  (lagcs,  and  workhoufes,  as  (hall 
be  neceflary  for  the  (kiting,  drying,  and  keeping  of  their  fifli  to  be 
taken  or  gotten  upon  that  coaft.  And  farther,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  inhabitants  of  our  faid  colony  of  Providence  Plantation 
to  fet  upon  the  buflnefs  of  taking  whales,  it  (liall  be  lawful  for  th^m, 
or  any  of  them,  having  (truck  a  whale,  dubertus,  or  other  great 
Ml,  it  or  them  to  purfue  unto  that  coaft,  and  into  any  bay,  river. 
Cove,  acck  or  (hore,  belonging  thereto,  and  it  or  them,  upon 
ttic  faid  coaft,  or  in  the  faid  bay,  river,  cove,  creek,  or  (hore 
belonging  thereto,  to  kill  and  order  for  the  beft  advantage,  with- 
out molcftation,  they  making  no  wilful  wafte  or  fpoil ;  any 
thing  in  thefe  prefents  contained,  or  any  other  matter  or  thing 
to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.  And  farther  alfo,  we  are  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed,  and  do  hereby  declare,  that  if  any  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  our  faid  colony  do  fet  upon,  the  planting  of  vineyards, 
^thc  foil  and  climate  both  feeming  naturally  to  concur  to  the  prg- 
du6tion  of  wines)  or  be  indiiftrious  in  the  difcovery  of  fiQiing- 
banksy  in  or  about  the  faid  colony,  wc  will,  from  time  to  time,  give 
and  allow  all  due  and  fitting  cncoui-agemcnt  therein,  as  to  others  in 

cafes 
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cafes  of  like  nature.     And  farther^  of  our  more  ample  grace,  cer- 
tain knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  we  have  given  and  granted,  and 
by  tHefe  prefentsj  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  do  give  and 
grant,  unto  the  faid  governor  and  company  of  the  Englifli  colony 
of  Rhode-Hland  and  Providence  Plantation,  in  the  Narraganfet  bay, 
in  New-England,  in  America,  and  to  every  inhabitant  there,  and  to 
every  perfon  and  perfons  trading  thither,  and  to  every  fuch  perfoil 
Of  perfons  as  are  or  {half  be  free  of  the  faid  colony,  full  power 
and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  to  take, ' 
ihip,  tranfport,  and  carry  away,  out  of  any  of  our  realms  and  do- 
minions, for  and  towards  the  plantation  and  defence  of  the  faid  co- 
lony, fuch  and  fo  many  of  our  Ipving  fubjedts  and  ftrangers,  as  (hall 
or  will  willingly  accompany  them  in  and  to  their  faid  colony  and 
plantation,  except  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  are  or  Ihall  be  therein 
reftrained  by  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  or  any  law  or  ftatute  of 
this  realm ;  and  alfo  to  iliip  and  tranfport  all  and  all  manner  of  goods^ 
chattels^  merchandize,  and  other  things  whatfoever,  that  arc  or  fhall 
be  ufefiil  or  neceflary  for  the  faid  plantations,  and  defence  thereof, 
and  ufually  tranfported,  and  not  prohibited  by  any  law  or  ftatute  of 
this  our  realm ;  yielding  and  paying  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs^ 
fuch  the  duties,  cuftoms  and  fubfidies,  as  are  or  ought  to  be  paid 
or  payable  for  the  fame.    And  farther,  our  will  and  pleafure  is, 
and  we  do,  for.  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflTors,  ordain,  declare  and 
grant,  unto  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and  their  fucceflbrs, 
that  all  and  every  the  fubje6ts  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs, 
which  are  already  planted  and  fettled  within  our  faid  colony  of  Pro- 
vidence Plantation,  or  which  fliall  hereafter  go  to  inhabit  within  the 
j&id  colony,  and  all  and  every  of  their  children  which  have  been 
born  there,  or  which  fliall  happen  hereafter  to  be  born  there,  or  on 
the  fea  going  th>ther  or  returning  from  thence,  fliall  have  and  enjoy 
all  liberties  and  immunities  of  free  and  natural  fubje6ls,  within  any 
the  dominions  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  to  all  intents,  con- 
ftrudlions,  and  purpofes  whatfoever,  as  if  they  and  every  of  thenx 
were  born  within  the  realm  of  England.    And  farther  know  ye,  that 
we,  of  our  more  abundant  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  mo- 
tion, have  given,  granted  and  confirmed,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us, 
our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  do  give,  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  faid 
governor  and  company,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  all  that  part  of  our  do- 
minions in  New-England,   in  America,   containing  the  Nahanticfc 
and  N^nhyganfetti  alias  Narraganfet  bay^  and  countries  and  partd 
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adjacent,  bounded  on  the  weft,  or  wefterly,  to  the  middle  dr  cftai*^ 
nel  of  a  river  there,  commohlj^  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
tawcatuck,    alias  Pawcawtucrk  riverj^d  fd  along  the  faid  rivci*^ 
as  the  greater  or  middle  ftream  thereof  reacheth  or  lies  tip'  int6 
the   north  country,    northwatd  unto  the  head  thereof,   and  fronl 
'thence  by  a  flfait  line  drawn  due  north,  until  it  meet  with  th^ 
fouth    line    of  the  MaiTachufetts  codony,   and    On   the   north  of 
northerly,  by  the  aforefaid  fouth  or  foufheriy  line  of  the  Mafla- 
chufetts    colofiy  or  plantation,   and    extending  towards  the  eafl 
.  br  eaftwardly  three  Englifh  miles,  to  the  eaft  and  north-daft  of  th* 
moll  caflfern  and  riorth-e^fterri  pirts  of  the  aforefaid  Nari^ganfet 
bay,  as  the  faid  bay  lieth  or  extendeth  itfelf  from  the  ocean  on  the 
ibuth  or  fouth wafdly,  unto  the  moiith  of  the  river  which  runneth 
towards  the  town  or  Providencd,  aftd  front  thence  along  the ;eaft- 
wardly  fide  br  bank  of  the  faid  river,  (highef^  called  by  the  name  of  , 
Seacunck  river)  tip  to  the  falls  called  Patucket  F'alls,  being  the  moft 
iveftWardly  line  of  Plyhioiith  cololiy ;  and  fo  from  the  faid  falls,  irt 
a  ftrait  line  due  north,  uiitli  it  meet  with  the  aforefaid  line  of  tbc 
Maffachufetts  colony,  and  bbunded  on  the  fouth  by  tbe  ocean^  and 
in  particular  the  lands  belonging  to  the  towns  of  Providence,  t^atuxit, 
Warwicke,  Mifquarhmacock,  alias  Pawcatuck,  and  the  reft  upoii 
the  main  land,  in  the  tra6t  aforefaid,  together  with"Rhode-Ifland, 
Blocice-lfland,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  iflands  aind  banks  in  the  Nar- 
raganlet  Bay,  and  bbrderirig  upon  the  coaft  of  thd  ttzSt  aforefaid^ 
(Fiflier^s  ifland  only  excepted)  together  with  all  firm  lands,  foils^ 
grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters,  fifliingS,  mines  royal,  and  al! 
other  mihes,   ininerals,    precious  ftones,   quarries,   Woods,   woddi 
grounds,  rocks,  flates,  and  all  and  lingular  other  Commodities,  jurif- 
di6lions,  royalties,  privileges,  franchiies,  pre-emihericies,  and  here- 
ditaments whatfoever,   within  the  faid  tra6t,   boiinds,   lands,  and 
iflands  aforefaid,  to  them  6r  any  of  them  belbriging,  or  in  any  wife?   • 
appertaining.     To  h^ve  and  to  hold  the  fame  unto  the  faid  gover- 
nor and  company,   and  their  fucceflbrs^fdr  et^er,   upon  truft,  foi* 
the  ufe  arid  benefit  of  themfelves  and  their  affociates,  fi-eemen  of  thtf 
faid  colony,  their  heirs  and  afligns.    To  be  holden  of  us,  our  heir^ 
and  fuccelTors,  as  of  the  manner  of  Eaft-Greenvvich,  in  our  county 
of  Kent,  in  free  ,and  commoii  foccage,  and  not  in  capite^  nor  by 
knights  fervice.     Yielding  arid  paying  therefor  to  us,  our  heirs  and 
iuccefrors,.  oiily  the  fifth  part  of  all  the  ore  of  gold  and  filver,  which 
from  tipie  to  time^  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  fiiall  be  there  g[o,tten,  had 
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%r  obtaincci,  in  lieu  and  fatisfadtion  of  all  fervices,  duties,  fincs^  for  • 
feitiircs,  niade  or  to  be  made,  claims  or  demands  whatfoever,  to  b« 
to  lis,  bur  heirs  or  fucceflbrs,  therefor  or  thereabout  rendered,  mad<i 
or  paid  ;  any  grant  or  claufe,  in  a  late  grant  to  the  govfemor  and 
company  of  Connedicut  colony  in  America,  to  the  contrary  thereof 
iti  aiiy  wife  notwithftanding ;  the  aforefaid  Pawcatuck  river  having 
been  yielded  after  much  debate,  for  the  fixed  and  certain  boii'ndi 
between  thefe  our  faid  colonies,  by  the  agents  thefeof  j  who  have 
iilfo  agreed,  that  the  faid  Pawcatuck  river  fliall  alfo  be  caikd  ali'ai 
Narrogancctt  or  Narroganfett  i;iver,  and  to  prevent  future  difpute^ 
that  otherwife  might  arife  thereby,  for  ever  hereafter  fhall  be  cbn- 
Rrucd,  deemed,  and  taken  to  be  the  Narrogancett  river,  in  our  late 
grant  to  Connecticut  colony,  mentioned  as  the  eafterly  bounds  of  that' 
colony.  And  farther,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  in  all  matters  of 
public  controverfies,  which  may  fall  out  between  our  colony  of  Con- 
necticut and  Providence  Plantation,  to  make  their  appeal  therein  to  us, 
our  hdrs  and  fucccflbrs,  for  redrefs  in  fuch  cafes,  within  this  our  realm 
6F  England :  and  that  it  fhall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  colony  of  Providence  plantation,  without  lett  or  moleftatioa 
to  pafs  and  repafs  with  freedom  into  and  through  the  reft  of  the 
Englifti  colonies  upon  their  lawful  and  civil  occaftons,  and  to  con- 
verity  and  hold  commerce,  and  trade  with  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of 
our  other  Englifli  colonies  as  fliall  be  willing  to  admit  them  there- 
unto, they  behaving  themfelves  peaceably  among  them ;  any  aCl, 
claufe,  or  fentence,  in  any  of  the  faid  colonies  provided,  or  that  fhall 
be  provided,  to  the  contrary  in  any  wife  notwithftanding#  And 
iaftly,  we  do  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  ordain  and  grant  unto 
the  faid  governor  and  company,  and  their  fucceffors,  by  thefe  prc- 
fents,  that  thefe  our  letters  patents  fliall  be  firm,  good,  effectual, 
and  available,  in  all  things  in  the  law^,  to  all  intents,  conflru^ions 
and  purpofes  whatfoever,  according  to  our  true  intent  and  meaning 
herein  before  declared  *  and  fliall  be  conftrued,  reputed  and^djudged 
in  all  cafes,  moft  favourably  on  the  behalf,  and  for  the  beft  benefit 
knd  behoof  of  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and  their  fucceflbrsi 
although  exprefs  mention,  &c.    In  witnefs,  &c.  witnefs,  &c. 

Ptr  ipfum  Regtm* 
.  Since  the  foregoing  fheets  went  to  prefs,  Mr.  Cooper's  valuable 
work,  entitled  *'  Some  Information  refpeBing  America^*  has  been  pub- 
lifiiec!-v>viih  his  obfcrvations  wc  Ihall  conclude  our  account  of  thii 
State. 

«  Rhode* 
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<*  Rhodc-Iflatid^  in  point  o^  climalq  arid  produdionsj  as  well  a* 
in  appearance,  is  perhaps  the  moil  fimiiar  to  Great-Britain  of  anj 
State  ih  the  Union,  The  winters  are  fomewhat  longer  and  mort  fe- 
vere^  the  fUmmers,  perh^S',  a  little  warmer:  but  it  piarticipates 
with  Great-Britain  in  fame  meafure  in  the  defeds  of  climate,  being 
from  its  fituation  fubjed  to  a,  moifter  atmofphere  *  than  many  of 
the  other  States.  The  foil  of  Rhode-Ifland  alfo  (though  not  in  gene- 
ral of  a  good  quality)  is  too  much  improved,  and  the  land  too  much 
divided  to  admit  of  any  large  contiguous  purchafes  as  a  fpeculation> 
though  fingle  farms  at  a  rate  comparatively  moderate  rtiight  be  pro- 
cured here :  this,  however,  is  owing  to  a  decay  bf  trade  in  this  part 
of  America,  and  to  the  inhabitants  themfelves  quitting  their  fitua- 
tions  for  the  profped  of  a  more  advantageous  trade.  It  is  rather 
adapted  for  a  grazing  than  a  corn  country  \  fcaiitily  timbered,  com- 
paratively plentiful  in  milk  and  butter,  and  cheefe ;  but  not  abound- 
ing in  what  the  Americans  term  good  or  rich  land.  The  divifibn  of 
J)roperty,  however,  and  its  preftnt  tendency  rather  to  decreafe  than 
increaTe  in  value,  renders  it  ineligible  for  moft  BritiAi  fettlers." 

*  TKis  obfervation  is  applicable  to  tbe  vrdnity  of  Kew-York  alfo,  where  tb^ 
Ciid  that  wood  intended  for  ufe  in  the  foothern  climates  cannot  be  fiifficiently  feafdncd. 
In  Pennfylvania  it  may.  Indeed  this  rcriiark.  will  ariderttly  apfly  to  the  whole  northam 
fcivcotfft  of  AsnetksU* 
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eONNECTJCUT, 

5ITUATIPN,  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDARIES, 

X  HIS  State  is  fituated  be|wecn  41®  and  42°  2'  north  latitude,  an^ 
1?  jo'  and  3?  20'  eaft  longitude  fiom  Philadelphia.  Jts  length 
is  about  eighty-two  miles,  and  its  breadth  fifcy-feven.  It  is  bounde4 
on  the  north  by  Maflachufetts,  on  the  eaft  by  Rl^ode-Ifla^d,  on  the 
(outh  by  the  Sound,  lyhich  divides  it  from  Long-Illand,  and  on  th^ 
weft  by  the  State  of  New-York. 

The  divifional  line  between  Connefticut  an4  Maflachufetts,  as 
fettled  in  17 13,  waf  found  to  be  about  feventy-two  miles  in  length. 
The  line  dividing  Connedicut  from  Rhode-Ifland  was  fettled  ia 
^728,  and  found  to  be  about  forty-five  miles^  The  fea  coaft,  froni 
the  raquth  of  Paukatu.k  river,  which  forms  a  part  of  the  eaftern 
boundary  of  Connefticut,  in  a  diredt  fouth-wefterly  line  to  the  mouth 
of  Byjam  river,  is  reckoned  at  about  ninety  miles.  The  line  be- 
tween Connefticut  and  New- York  runs  from  latitude  41®  to 
iatitude  42**  2',  feventy-two  miles.  Thus  Connefticut  contains  about 
four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-four  fquare  miles,  equal  t# 
^bout  two  milUefis  fix  hundr^  and  forty  thoufand  ^prcs. 

AIR  AND  CUMATE. 

Connefticut,  though  fubjeft  to  the  extiemes  0/  heat  and  cold  in 
their  ieafons,  and  to  frequent  fudden  changes,  is  very  healthful,^ 
The  north-weft  winds,  in  the  winter  feafon,  are  often  extremely  fe- 
vere  and  piercing,  occafioncd  by  the  greaf  body  of  fnow  which  lief 
concealed  from  the  diffolving  influence  of  the  fun,  in  the  immenfe 
fprefts  north  and  north-we^.  The  clear  and  fereoe  temperature  of 
the  iky*  however,  makes  amends  for  the  feverity  of  the  weather^  and 
IS  favourable  to  health  and  longevity. «  In  the  maritime  towns  the 
weather  is  variable,  aCtording  as  tl^e  wind  blows  from  the  fea  or 
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land ;  but  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  the  fea  breezes  having  left 
«ffed  upon  the  air,  confequently  the  weather  is  lefs  variable. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  COAST,  &c. 

Conne6licut  is  generally  broken  land,  made  up  of  mountainf, 
hills,  and  vallies.  It  is  laid  out  in  fmall  farms,  from  fifty  to  three 
cr  four  hundred  acres  each,  which  are  held  by  tlie  farmers  in  fee 
fimple,  and  are  generally  cultivated  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  foil 
will  admit.  The  State  is  chequered  with  innumerable  roads  or  high- 
ways, crofling  each  other  in  every  diredion.  A  traveller,  in  any  of 
thefe  roads,  even  in  the  moll  unfettled  parts  of  the  State,  will  ftl- 
dom  pafs  more  than  two  or  three  miles  withogt  finding  a  houfe  or 
cottage,  and  a  farm  under  fuch  improvements  as  to  afford  the  necef- 
farics  for  the  fupport  of  a  family.  The  whole  State  refembles  a  well- 
cultivated  garden,  which,  with  that  degree  of  induftry  that  is  ne- 
celTary  to  happinefs,  produces  the  neceflaries  and  conveniencies  of 
lite  in  great  plenty ;  it  is  exceedingly  well  watered  by  numerous 
livers,  but  the  principal  is  that  which  gives  its  name  to  this  State  | 
this  we  have  already  defcribed.* 

The  Houlatonick,f  pafTes  through  a  number  of  pleafant  towns  itx 
this  State,  and  empties  into  tht  found  between  Stratford  and  Milford: 
it  is  navigable  twelve  miles  to  Derby.  A  bar  of  fliells,  at  its  mouth, 
©bftrufts  its  navigation  for  large  velTds.  In  this  river,  between 
Saliflbury  and  Canaan,  is  a  cataraft,  where  the  water  of  the  whole 
river,  which  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide,  falls  about  fixty 
feet  perpendicular,  in  a  perfed  white  Iheet,  exhibiting  g  fcene  e^;* 
ceedingly  grand  and  beautiful. 

Naugatuk  is  $  fmall  river  which  rifes  in  Torrington,  and  emptieai 
into  the  Houfatonick  at  Derby. 

The  Thames  empties  into  Lpng-Ifland  found  at  New-London :  it 
is  navigable  fourteen  miles  to  Norwich  Landing :  here  it  lofes  its 
*name,  and  branches  into  Shetucket  on  the  eaft,  and  Norwich  or 
Little  river  on  the  weft.  The  city  of  Norwich  ftands  on  the  tongue 
of  land  between  thcfe  rivers.  Little  river,  abom  a  mile  from  its 
mouth,  has  a  remarkable  and  very  romantic  catara^i*.  A  rock;,  ten  ' 
or  twelve  feet  in  perpendicular  height,  extends  quite  acrofs  the  clian? 
nel  of  the  river :  over  this  the  whole  river  pitches,  in  one  entire 
flicet,  upon  a  bed  of  rock§  below.    Here  the  river  is  comprefled  into 

*  Page  1 1.        ^  An  Indian  name,  figaifyirg  Over  the  Mountain, 
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«  ttry  narrow  **antiel  feet^veen  two  craggy  dilfi,  one  of  which 
,  towers  to  a  confidenrf>le  height ;  the  channel  defcends  gradually,  Id 
•  i^ry  crooked,  and  covered  with  pointed  rocks.  Upon  thefe  tho 
water  fwtftiy  tumWes,  foaming  with  the  moft  violent  agitation,  flf^ 
teen  or  twenty  rods,  into  a  broad  bafon  which  fpreads  before  it.  At 
the  bottom  <i£  die-  perpendicnlar  fklls,  the  rocks  are  curioufly  cxca* 
vated  by  the  conftant  pouring  of  the  water :  fome  of  the  cavities, 
which  are  all  of  a  circalar  form,  arc  five  or  iix  feet  deep.  Thefmooth- 
ncfsof  the  water  above  its  defcent-— the  regularity  and  beauty  of  the 
perpendicular  fall— the  tremendous  roughnefe  of*the  other,  and  the 
craggy,  towering  diff  which  impends  the  whole  prefcnts  to  the 
view  of  the  fpedator  a  fcene  indefcribably  delightful  and  majeftlc. 
On  tfhfs  river  are  fome  of  the  fineft  mitt  feats  m  New-England ;  and 
thofe  immediately  below  the  falls,  occupied  by  Lathrop's  miHs,  are^ 
perhaps,  not  exceeded  by  any  in  the  world.  Acrofs  the  mouth  of 
this  river  is  a  broad,  commodious  bridge,  in  the  fbrni  of  a  whaif, 
burh  at  a  great  expenfe. 

Shetucket  river,  the  other  Ijr^ich  of  the  Thames,  53ur  miles -from 
its  mouth,  receives  Quinnabogue,  which  has  its  fource  in  Brimfiekl 
in  Maflachufetts ;  thence  paffing  through  Sturbridge  and  Dudley  in 
MaHadnrietts,  it  croffes  into  Connecticut,  and  divides  Pomfret  from 
KUfingly,  CantcriDury  irom  Plainfield,  and  Lifton  from  Prefton, 
and  then  mingles  with  the  Chctucket.  In  paffing  through  this  hilly 
country,  it  tumbles  over  many  falls,  two  of  which,  one  in  Thomp- 
fon,  the  other  in  Brooklyn,  are  thirty  feet  each ;  this  river  affords  a 
vaft  ntrmber  of 'fine  mill  feats.  In  its  courfe  it  receives  a  great  number 
df  tributary  ftreams,  the  principal  of  whidi  are  Muddy  Brook,  and  Five 
Mfle  river.  Shetuckctt  Tiver  is  -ftmtied  by  the  junftion  of  Willaman* 
ticlc  and  Mount  Hope  rivers,  which  unite  between  Wyndham  and 
Lebanon.  •  In  Lifbon  it  receives  Little  river  ;  and  at  a  little  diftance 
farther  the  Quinnabogue,  and  empties  as  above.  Thefe  rivers  are. 
Indeed,  fed  by  mwnberiefs  brooiis  from  every  "part  of  the  adjacent 
country. — At  the  mouth  of  Shetucket  is  a  bridge  of  trnober  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  feet  bx  length,  fijpported  at  each  end  by 
pillars,  and  held  up  in  the  middle  by  braces  on  the  top,  in  the  na* 
tnre  df  anarch. 

Paiikatuck  river  is  an  inconfideraWe  ftream  whidi  heads  in  -Sto* 
■ington,  and  empties  into  Stoftington  .harbour.    It  forms  part  of  the 
dividing  fine  "bctwfecn  Conneiftrcut  and  Rhode^Ifland, 
VoL.H.  Li  Eaft^ 


458  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

Eaft,  or-North»H4vcn  river,  rifcs  in  Southington,  not  far  from  t 
bend  in  Farmington  river,  and  paffing  through  Wallingford  and 
North-Haven,  falls  into  Ncw-Haven  harbour.^It  has  been  in 
eontcmplation  to  connect  the  fourcc  of  this  river  with  Farmingtoo^ 
river. 

Eaft  and  Weft  rivers  are  inconfiderable  ftreams,  l^unding  the  city 
of  NcWfHaven  on  the  eaft  and  weft« 

Weft  of  the  Houfatonick  are  a  number  of  fmall  rivers,  which  fall 
into  the  found.    Among  thefe  is  Byram  river,  noticeable  only  as 
forming  a  part  of  the  boundary  between  New-York  and  Connecticut. 
But  neither  this,  nor  ^ny  of  the  others,  are  confiderable  enough  to   1 
merit  particular  attention. 

The  two  principal  harbours  in  this  State  are  at  New*London  and 
jN^cw-Haven.  The  former  opens  to  the  fouth.  From  the  light- 
boufe,  which  ftands  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  to  the  town,  is 
about  three  miles ;  the  breadth  is  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  and  in 
foflje  places  more.  The  harbour  has  from  five  to  fix  fathoms  water— 
^ckar  bottora^tough,  ooze,  and  as  far  as  one  mile  above  the  town 
^8  entirely  fecure,  and  commodious  for  large  (hips. 

New-Haven  harbour  is  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  New-LondoUt 
It  is  a  bay  which  fets  up  northerly  from  the  found,  about  four  miles. 
Its  entrance  is  about  half  a  mile  wide.  It  has  very  good  anchorage, 
and  two  and  a  half  fathom  at  low  water,  and  three  fathom  and  four 
feet  at  common  tides. 

About  a  mile  from  the  town,  on  the  channel,  a  pier  is  ere£ted,  at 
which  veflels  of  fuch  fize  as  cannot  come  up  to  the  wharf,  lade  and 
unlade.  A  fum  of  money  has  lately  been  raifed  by  lottery  for  the; 
purpofe  of  extending  the  long  wharf  to  thid  pier,  and  the  work  is 
partly  accomplilhed  ;  when  completed,  this  wharf  will  be  the  longeft 
in  the  ynited  States,  and  will  be  a  vafi  benefit  to  the  town. 

The  whole  of  the  fea  coaft  is  indented  with  harbours,  many  of 
which  are  fafip  and  commodious,  but  are  not  fufiiciently  ufed.  to 
merit  a  defcription, 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 
Some  fmall  parts  of  the  foil  of  this  State  are  thin  and  barren,  hut 
in  gen^eral  it  is  ftrong  and  fertile.  Its  principal  produ(5tions  are  In-* 
dian  corn,  rye,  wheat,  in  many  parts  of  the  State,  oats,  and  barley, 
which  are  heavy  and  good,  and  of  late,  buckwheat — flax  in  large 
^antitits^fome  hemp,  potatoes  of  ieveral  kinds,  pumpkins,  tur- 
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t\ips,  peas,  beans,  &c.  &c.  Fruits  of  ail  kinds,  which  are  common 
to  ihe  dimate.  -The  foil  is  very  well  calculated  for  paftureand 
mowing,  which  enables  the  farmers  to  feed  large  numbers  of  neat 
cattle  and  horfcs*  Adual  calculation  has  evinced,  that  any  given 
quantity  of  the  befl-  mowing  land  in  Conne^ut  produces  about 
twice  as  much  clear  profit,  as  the  fame  quantity  of  the  bell  wheat 
land  in  the  State  of  New-York.  Many  fanners,  in  the  eaftem  part 
of  the  State,  have  lately  found  their  advantage  in  raifing  mules,  which 
are  carried  from  the  ports  of  Norwich  and  New-London  to  the  Weft- 
India  iflands,  and  yield  a  haadfome  profit*  The  beef,  pork,  butter, 
and  checfe  of  Conne6Hcut,  arc  [e^ual  to  any  in  the  world. 

On  the  bank  of  Connedicut  river,  two  miles  from  Middleton,  ip 
a  lead  mine,  which  was  wrought  during  the  war,  at  the  expenfe  of 
the  State,  and  was  produ^ive^but  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  too  expeniive  to 
work  in  time  of  peace.  Copper  mines  have  been  difcovcrcd  and 
opened  in  feveral  parts  of  the  State,  but  have  proved  unprofitablCf 
and  arc  much  neglected.  Iron  ore  abounds  in  many  parts  of  the 
State.  Talks  of  various  kinds,  white,  brown,  and  chocolate  a>* 
loured  cryilals,  zink  or  fpelter,  a  femi-metal,  and  feveral  other  fof- 
iils  and  metals,  have  been  found  in  diffeient  parts  of  this  State.  At 
Stafford  there  is  a  medicinal  fpring,  wtuch  is  faid  to  be  a  (overeign  re* 
medy  for  fcorbutic,  cutaneous,  and  other  diforders. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS. 
Conne6ticut  is  divided  into  eight  counties,  viz.  Hartford,  New- 
Haven,  New-London,  Fairfield,  Wyndham,  litchfield,  Middlefe^^ 
and  Tolland ;  thefe  are  divided  into  about  one  hundred  townihips« 
Each  townihip  is  a  corporation,  invefted  with  power  to  hold  lands, 
choofe  their  own  town  officers,  to  make  prudential  laws,  the  penalty, 
of  tianfgreffion  not  to  exceed  twenty  fhillings,  and  to  choofe  their 
own  reprefentatlves  to  the  General  Aflembly.  The  townfhips 
are  generally  divided  into  two  or  more  parifhes,  in  each  of  which 
is  one  or  more  places  for  public  worflup,  and  fchool  houfes  at  con- 
venient diihinces. 

CfHIEF  TOWNS  AND  CURIOSITIES. 
There  are  a  great  number  of  very  pleafant  towns,  both  maritime 
aod  inland,  in  Connecticut.    It  contains  five  cities,  incorporated  with 
ettenfive  jurifdkftion  in  civil  cauies.    Two  of  thefe,  Hartford  -mi 
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New-l^bveD,  arecapitals  of  theState.  Tiie  Gmoal  AfTembly  u^lioldea 
it  the  fonoer  ia  Ifay,  aodat  t^  btteriaOi^bav  annuaOy.^ 

HA&TFORD. 

*  Hartford  cky  fs  fittiated  at  the  head  of  the.  navigation  an  the  weft 
fide  of  Conae6Hcm  river^  abooit  fi%  ixules  from  its*  entrance  into  the 
found.  Its  buildings  are.  ^  ^te  hoi;fe|.  .mo^dnirahes  forCoogrega^- 
tioiiaUflSf  ^  diftilleFyi  bdide&  npwardfi  of  three  hundred  dwelling 
b^u&Sy  a  minober  of  wlQch  are  handibme^  )>\^lt  with  brick. 

,  The  town  is  diTide4  by  a  fmaU  river^.  with  high  romantic  ban^ta. 
Over  this  river  it  a  bridge^^  conne^ng  the.  tw6  divifions  of  the  town, 
Jf artford  is  advantdgeoufly  (ituated  for  trade^  has  a  very  fine  back 
country,. enters  largf^y  into  the  manufacturing  bufinefs,  and  is  a 
ricb,  fiouriihingt^  coE^mercial  town*  A  biok  has  lately  beeu  efiab* 
lifted  ia  this  city< 

i  HtW-HAVRM. 

*  TiMs  ei!y  Ut^  PtMt^  ^6  head  6{  a  bay,  which  m^9  i)p^sl}Oiii  km 
untiles  north  kdAi  th^  ibund.  It  eovers  p&rt  of  a  large  jllain,  which 
is  eif(himferibed  eft  three  fides  by  high  hill0  or  moontaiosi  Two 
fihaH  rivcri  botfnd  thie  cky  eaft  and  weft.  The  town  was  originally 
Hid  out  in  {4jmt6B  ©f  finty  rods*  Mmy  df  the  fijuapes  have  been 
divided  by  crofs  ih*eet8,-  Four  ftreets  t^mr  ftorth-weft  and  foutlveafl^ 
thefe  are  crofled  by  others  at  right  angles.  Near  the  center  of  the 
city  is  the  public  fquare;  on  and  around  which  are  the  public 
buildings,  which  arc,  a  ftate  houfe,  college,  and  chaptly  three 
churches  for  Congi^gati^riaWft^,  and  one  for  Epifcopalians,  Thefe 
fire  all  h^indfome  afnd  ceJrtitlodidus  buildings.  The  tollege,  chapel, 
flate  houfei  and  one  of  the  churchds,  ai'e  of  brick.  The  public  fcjuare 
is  ehcirckd  with  rows  of  tree^,  wiwch  render  it  both  convenient  and  de- 
lightful, its  beauty,*  however,  is  greatly  dittiiniilied  by  the  bnriai 
ground,  ^nd  ftveral  of  the  palMc  buMir>gs,  vAikh  occupy  a  'con^dc* 
niWe  part  of  ?t. 

Many  of  the  ftrecte  are  oiiwmetifed  wkh  two  rows  of  ^e%  <»c  on 
each  fide,  which  gives  the  city  a  rural  appearance*  The  pn&fpeft 
from  the  ileeples  is  greatly  variegated  and  extremely  beautiful. 
There  are  about  five  hundred  dwelling  hdufes  iti  tKe  city,  princi- 
pally of  H^bod,  aftd  well  bUiM,  ini  fowa  d(  them  elegam.  The 
i^tetu  ^re  ifendjr,  but  neat  Mid  dteaitly.-  'Within  the  lifflfiis  <f{  i^ 
city  at^  four  thonfaAd  inbabitaA«.  '  Abduft  *Ae  i»fei^^d*ii». 
ttually ;  this  proves  the  hcalthfuftiefr  of  its  climate.    Indeed,  as  to 
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pkaiantn^ft  of  Htuation  and  falubrity  of  ^ir,  New-Haven  U  not  tx^ 
Ceeded  by  any  city  in  America.  It  cariies^  oa  a  con fiderable  trade 
with  New-York  and  the  Weft-India  iflands,  has  fevcral  kinds  of 
manufactures,  and  is  floucifliing. 

NEW-LONDClN. 

Thjs^  city  ftands  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ri^ver  Thanaes^  near  its  en* 
trance  into  the  found,  in  latitude  41*^  25'.  It  has  two  pUces  for 
pub^  worfhip,  one  £or  Epifeopalians^  and  one  for  Congregatton- 
aUfts ;  about  three  hundred  dwelling  houfes,  and  four  thovfand  fix 
hundred  inhabitants.  ^  its  harbour  is  the  heft  in  Connecticut.  It  ia 
defended  by  Fort  Trunobull  and  Fort  Gfifwold,  the  one  in  N«w. 
JLondoQ,  the  other  in  Groton*  'A  confiderable  part  of  the  town  was 
burnt  by  Bencdid  Arnold  in  1781.  This  part  has  fincebeearc- 
buih. 

KO&WICH« 

Norwich  ftaods  at  the  head  of  Thames  river,  fcmrteen  milei  north 
from  New-Londett.  It  is  a  commercial  city,  has  a  rich  and  extenfive 
t>ack  country,  and  avsdls  itfelf  of  its  aatdral  adrantages  at  the  head 
of  the  navigation.  Its  fituati<«i  upon  a  river,  which  affords  k  great 
number  of  convenient  feats  for  mills  and  water-machines  of  all  kinds^ 
renders  it  very  eligible  in  a  manufadhiring  view.  - 

The  inhabitants  are  not  neglectful  of  tikie  advantages  which,  nature 
has  fo  hberally  given  them.  They  manufecEture  paper  of  aH  kinds, 
(lockings,  clocks,  and  watches,  chaifes,  buttons,  ftone  and  earthen 
ware,  wire,  oil,  chocolate,  bells,  anchors,  and  all  kinds  of  f(»'ge 
work.  The  city  contains  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  dwelling- 
houfes,  a  court-houfe,  and  two  churches  for  CongregationaHfts,  and 
one  for  Epifcopalians,  and  about  three  thoufand  inhat>itants.  ThQ 
£4ty  is  in  thce^  detached,  compa6t  divifions ;  viz.  Chelfea,  at  tho! 
landing,  the  town,  and  Bean  Hill  ^  in  the  latter  divifion  is  an  aca^ 
demy ;  and  in  the  town  is  a  fchopl^  iupported  by  a  donation  from 
Dr.  Daniel  Lathrop,  deceafed.  The  courts  of  law  are  held  alter* 
nately  at  New-London  and  Norwich. 

MZnDLETON. 

Middieton  is  pleasantly  fituated  on  the  weftern  bank  of  Coo* 
ne^cut  river,  fifteen  miles  fouth  erf  Hartford.  It  is  the  principal 
cownrin  MMdlelhc  county^i-^hae  about  three  hundred  hotifes*— a  court* 

houJb^ 
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houfe— one  church  for  Congrcgationalifts — and  ofle  for  Eptfco^ 
palians— a  naval  office— and  carries  on  a  large  and  incrcafing  trade. ' 

Wethersfield. 

^our  mil^s  fouth  of  Hartford  is  Wcthersficld,  a  very  pleafant  town, 
of  between  two  and  three  hundred  houfes,  fituated  on  a  fine  foil, 
with  an  elegant  brick  church  for  Congregationallfts.  A  fair  is  held 
here  twice  a  year.    This  town  is  noted  for  ra^fing  onions. 

Windfor,  Farmington,  Litchfield,  Milford,  Stratford,  Fairfield, 
Guilford,  Stamford,  Wyndham,  Suffield,  and  Enfield,  are  all  con- 
dcrable  and  very  pleafant  towns. 

Two  miles  weft  of  New-Haven  is  a  mountain,  on  the  top  of 
which  is  a  cave,  remarkable  for  having  been  the  refidence  of  Gene-* 
rakWhaley  and  GofFe,  two  of  the  judges  of  Charles  I,  who  was  be- 
headed. They  arrived  at  Bofton,  July  1660,  and  came  to  New*. 
Haven  the  following  year,  and  retired,  and  concealed  themfelves 
behind  Weft  Mountain,  three  miles  from  New-Haven,  They  fobn 
after  removed  to  Milford,  where  they  lived  concealed  until  October, 

1664,  when  they  returned  to  New-Haven,  and  immediately  pro- 
ceetkd  to  Hadley,  where  they  remained  concealed  for  about  ten 
years,  in  which  time  Whaley  died,  and  Goffe  foon  after  fled.    In 

1665,  John  Dixwell,  Efq.another  of  the  King's  judges,  vifited  them 
while  at  Hadley,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  New-Haven,  where  he 
lived  many  years,  and  was  known  by  the  nanve  of  John  Davis. 
Here  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  public  burying-place,  wher« 
his  grave»£bne  is  ftanding  to  this  day,  with  this  infcription  :-* 
*'  J.  D.  Efq.  deceafed,.  March  18th,  in  the  eighty-fecond  year  of  his 
age,  1688." 

In  the  town  of  Pomfret  is  a  cave,  rendered  remarkable  by  the  hu- 
mourous adventure  of  General  Putnam^ — This  cave  is  defcribed, 
and  the  ftory  elegantly  told  by  Colonel  Humphreys,  in  his  life  pf 
that  hero.  The  ftory  and  the  defcription  I  ftiall  infert  in  his  owm 
words. 

*'  Soon  after  Mr.  Putnam  removed  to  Connefticut,  the  wolves,  then 
very  numerous,  broke  into  his  (heep-fold,  and  killed  feventy  fine 
ftieep  and  goats,  befides  wounding  many  lambs  and  kids.  This 
havoc  was  committed  by  a  Ihe-wolf,  which,  with  her  annual 
whelps,  had  for  feveral  years  infefted  the  vicinity.  The  young 
were  commonly  deftroyed  by  the  vigilance  of  the  hunters,  bqt 
the  old  one  w^s  too  fagacioijs  to  come  within  reach  of  gun-(hot : 

up«n 
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upon  being  clofely  pxirfued,  fhe  would  generally  fly  to  the 
weftcrn  woods,  ^and  return  the  next  winter  with  another  litter 
of  whelps. 

.  This  wolf  at  length  became  fuch  an  intolerable  nuifance,  that  Mr. 
Putnam  entered  into  a  combination  with  five  of  his  neighbours  to  hunt; 
^alternately  until  they  could  deftroy  her.  Two,  by  rotation,  were  to  be 
conftantly  in  purfuit.  It  was  known,  that,  having  lofl  the  toes 
from  one  foot,  by  a  ileel  trap,  fhe  made  one  track,  fhorter  than  thd 
other.  By  this  veftige,  the  purfuers  recognized  in  a  light  fuow  the 
route  of  this  pernicious  animal.  Having  followed  her  to  Connec- 
ticut river,  and  found  flie  had  turned  back  in  a  direct  courfe  to* 
wards  Pomfret,  they  immediately  returned,  and  by  ten  the  next  morn- 
ing the  blood-hounds  had  driven  her  into  a  den,  about  three  miles 
diftant  from  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Putnam :  the  people  foon  colle6led 
with  dogs,  guns,  ilraw,  fire  and  fulphur,  to  attack  the  common 
enemy.  With  this  apparatus  fevcral  unfuccefsful  efforts  were  made 
to  force  her  from  the  den.  The  hounds  came  back  badly  wounded, 
and  refufed  to  return.  The  fmoke  of  blazing  ftraw  had  no  effe6t ; 
nor  did  the  fumes  of  burnt  brimllone,  with  which  the  cavern  was 
filled,  compel  her  to  quit  the  retirement.  Wearied  with  fuch  fruit- 
lefs.  attempts  (which  had  brought  the  time  to  ten  o'clock  at  nighty 
Mr.  Putnam  tried  once  mofe  to  make  his  dog  enter,  but  in  vain  j  h« 
propofed  to  his  negro  man  to  go  down  into  the  cavern  and  (hoot  the 
wolf :  the  negro  declined  the  hazardous  fervice.  Then  it  was  that 
Mr.  Putnam,  angry  at  the  difappointment,  and  declaring  that  he  was 
aihamed  to  have  a  coward  in  his  family,  refolved  himfelf  to  deftroy 
the  ferocious  beaft,  left  flie  fliould  efcape  through  fome  unknown  fif* 
iure  of  the  rock.  His  neighbours  ftrongly  remonftrated  ajgainft  the 
perilous  enterprize  ;  but  he  knowing  that  wild  animals  were  intimi- 
dated by  fire,  and  having  provided  feveral  ftrips  of  birch  bark,  the 
only  combuftible  material  which  he  could  obtain,  that  would  afford 
light  in  this  deep  and  daikfome  cave,  prepared  for  his  defcent. 
Having  accordingly  divefted  himfelf  of  his  coat  and  waiftcoat,  and 
havbg  a  long  rope  faftened  round  his  legs,  by  which  he  might  be 
pulled  back  at  a  concerted  fignal,  he  entered  head  foremoft,  withthp 
blazing  torqh  In  his  hand^ 

The  aperture  of  the  den,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  a  vpry  high  ledge 
of  rocks,  is  about  tvyo  feet  fquare ;  from  thence  it  defcends  obliquely 
zfifteen  ,feet,  then  runaing  horizontally  about  ten  more,  it  afcends 
gradually  fifteen  feet  towards  its  termination.    TJic  fides  of  this  fub- 

terraneoU« 
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tprraitcous  cavity  are  compofed  of  fmooth  aad  folid  rocks,  whk& 
feem  to  have  been  divided  from  each  other  by  fome  former  tTarth- 
quake.  The  top  and  bottom  are  alfo  of  ftone;  and  the  entrance,  in 
winter,  being  covered  with  ice,  is  exceedingly  ilippcry.  It  is  in  no 
place  high  enough  for  a  man  to  raife  himfelf  upright ;  nor  in  any  part 
inore  than  three  feet  -inividth.' 

Having  groped  his  paifage  to  the  horizontal  part  of  the  den,  the 
moft  terrifying  darknefs  appeared  in  front  of  the  dim  circle  of  light 
afforded  by  his  torch,  ft  was  filcntas  the  houfc  of  death.  None 
but  monfters  of  thedefert  had  ever  before  explored  this  folkary  man- 
lion  of  horror.  He,  cautioufly  proceeding  onward,  came  to  the 
afcentj  which  he  flowiy  monnted  on  his  hands  and  knees  until  he  dif- 
covered  the  glaring  eye  balls  of  the  wolf,  who  was  fitting  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  cavern.  Startied  at  the  fight  of  fire,  fhe  gnaftied  her 
teeth,  and  gave  a  fullen  growl.  As  foon  as  he  had  made  the  necef- 
fary  difcovery,  he  kicked  the  rope  as  a  iignal  for  pulling  hkn  out. 
The  people,  at  the  mouth  of  the  den,  who  hadiiftened  with  pamftd 
anxiety,  hearing  the  growling  of  the  wolf,  and  fuppdiing  their  friend 
to  be  in  the  mofl  imminent  danger,  drew  him  forth  with  fuch  cele- 
rity, that  his  fliirt  was  flripped  over  his  head,  and  liis  fkin  ieverely 
lacerated.  After  he  had  adjufted  his  clothes,  and  loaded  his  gun 
with  nine  buck  fhot,  holding  a  torch  in  one  hand,  and  the  mulket 
in  the  other,  he  defcended  a  fecond  time.  When  he  drew  n^rer 
than  before,  the  wolf,  alTuming  a  Hill  more  fierce  and  terrible  tip- 
pearance,  hoTt^ling,  rolling  her  eyes,  fnapping  her  teeth,  and  drop- 
ping hei^  head  "between  her  legs,  was  evidently  m  the  atthude,  and 
on  the  point  of  fpringmg  at  him.  At  the  critical  inibnt  he  levefled 
and  fh-ed  at  her  head.  ^Stunned  with  the  fhock,  and  fuffocated  with 
^e  fmoak,  he  hnmediately  found  himfelf  drawn  out  of  the  caVe. 
fiut  having  refreshed  himfelf,  and  permitted  the  fmoak  to  diflipate, 
he  went  down  the  third  time.  Once  more  he  came  withm  fight  of 
the  wolf,  who  appearing  v^ry  pallive,  he  applied  the  torch  to  her 
Ttofe;  and  perceiving  her  dead,  he  took  hold  of  her  ears,  and  then 
tricking  the  rope  (Klill  tied  round  his  legs)  the  people  above,  with  no 
fmall  cxdtarion,  dragged  them  both  out  together.'^ 

Another  bold  and  almoft  prefumptuous  deed  in  this  veteran  hero 
has  rendered  remarkable  a  precipice  at  Horfeneck,  in  this  State. 
The  flory  is  this :  •' About  the  middle  of  the  winter,  1778,  Gene- 
ral Putnam  being  on  a  vifit  to  his  out-poft  at  Horfeneck,  he  found 
tJovernorTryon  advancmg  u^  that  town  whh  a  corps  of  fifteen 
4  hundred 
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h\in(^red  men^— to  oppofe  thefe,  General  Putnam  had  only  i  picket  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  two  iron  fields-pieces,  without  horfe 
or  drag-ropes ;  he,  however,  planted  his  cannon  on  the  high  ground 
by  the  mecting-houfe,  and  retarded* their  approach  by  firing  feveral 
times,  until  perceiving  the  hprfe,  fupported  by  the  infantry,  about  to 
chaise,  he  ordered  the  picket  to  provide  for  their  fafety  by  retiring 
to  a  fwamp  inacceffible  to  horfe  j  and  fecured  his  own  by  plunging 
down  the  fleep  precipice  at  the  church  upon  a  full  trot.  This  pre- 
cipice is  fo  fteep,  where  he  defcended,  as  to  have  artificial  ftairs  com* 
pofed  of  nearly  one  hundred  ftone  fteps  for  the  accommodation  of 
foot  palTengers.  There  the  dragoons,  who  were  but  a  fword's  length 
from  him,  flopped  (hort,  for  the  declivity  was  fo  abrupt  that  they 
ventured  not  to  follow ;  and  before  they  could  gain  the  valley  by 
going  round  the  brow  of  the  hill  in  the  ordinary  road,,  he  was  far 
enough  beyond  their  reach," 

Tetbket  mountain  in  Branford,  latitude  41  <»  ao',  on  the  north-weft 
part  of  it,  a  few  feet  below  the  furface  has  ice  in  large  qualities  iii 
all  feafons  of  the  year# 

POPULATION. 

Connecticut  is  the  moft  populous,  in  proportioh  to  it§  extent^  of 
any  of  the  United  States  t  its  advances  in  this  refpedl  have  ever  been 
rapid.  There  have  been  more  emigrations  from  it  than  from  any  of 
the  other  States,  and  yet  it  is  at  prefem  full  of  inhabitants.  This 
increafe  may  be  afcribed  to  feveral  caufes.  The  bulk  of  the  inhabi* 
tants  are  induftrious,  fagacious  hufbandmen.  Their  farms  fumiflji 
them  with  all  the  neceflTaries,  moft  of  the  conveniencies,  and  but  few 
of  the  luxuries  of  life.  They  of  courfe  muft  be  generally  tciUperate, 
and  if  they  choofe,  can  fubfift  with  as  much  independence  as  is  coQ^ 
fiftent  with  happinefs.  The  fubfifteuce  of  the  farmer  is  fubftantial, 
apd  does  not  depend  on  incidental  circum fiances,  like  that  of  moft 
other  profeflions.  There  is  no  neceflity  of  ferving  an  apprenticeship 
to  the  bufinefs,  nor  of  a  large  flock  of  money  to  commence  it  to  ad* 
vantage.  Partners  who  deal  much  in  barter  have  lefs  need  of  money 
than  any  other  clafs  of  people.  The  cafe  with  which  a  comfortab  e 
fubfiftence  is  obtained,  induces  the  hulbandman  to  marry  young; 
the  cultivation  of  his  farm  makes  him  ftrong  and  healthful  5  he  toiU 
cheerfully  through  the  day — eats  the  fruit  of  his  own  labour  with  a 
gladfome  heart-^-at  hight  devoutly  thanks  his  bounteous  God  for  his 
daily  bleffings*— retires  to  reft)  aod  his  deep  is  fweet^  SucH  circum* 
.  YoL.  U.  Mm  fiances 
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ftances  as  tfeeftj  have  greatly  contributed  td  the  amazing' incpeafe  of 
inhabitants  in  this  Stiate. 

Iti  1756  the  nun^ber  of  inhabitants  were  one  hundresd.  afui  thirty 
tTioufand  fix  hundred  and  eleven. — In  17-4  there  were  one,  hundred 
aod  nincty.rfeven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-fix  ;  being  an  in- 
crcafe  in  eighteen  years  of  fixty-feven  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
fqrty-five. 

The  following  table  exhibits  a  view  of  the  population*  as  it  ftpod 
in  1782. 


.  COUNTIES. 

V4H 

n 

;2iH 

1^ 

i 

Total  Blacks, 
Indians,  and 
Kegroes. 

Number  of  Females  in  the  State  103735. 
Population  for  every  fquarc  mile  about  45. 

Hartford  ...    .« '  - 

2*1 

9 

8 

10 

I*. 

19 

108 1  C 
4776 

5884 

5755 
5361 

6797 

25092 

31131- 

29722 
28i8j 
331^7  . 

1320 

885 

1920 

1 134 
485 
529 

New- Haven     . 

New-London  • 
Fairfield  .    .    . 

Wyndham   .    . 
Litchfield     .   .   , 

,79,    30388 

202877 

6273 

Since  the.  above  period  the  counties  of  Middlefex  and  ToUayui  hav«: 
been  confiituted,  and.  a/iun^ber  of  newytownflUp^,  made  up-of  diyi- 
fions  of  the,  oid  on^s,.  have  impoliticly  *  been  incorporated. 

In  1790  the  number  of  inhabitants,  according  to  the  ccnfus  tbea 
taken,  was  as  follows ; 

*  The  mu'tiplication  of  townlhips  incrcafes  the  tiumtsr  of  reprefentatives,  which  is 
already  too  grert  for  the  moft  dfmocratical  government,  and  unnecdTarily  cnhatioes  thA 
expcnfeofmaiat^ung  civil  ^vemment  la  tht  State. 
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■ 

Z4    ■ 

11 

1 

s 

COUNTIES. 

i4 

6 

J  . 

2  § 

^1- 

0 

i 

-: 

■ 

n^ 

r-' 

? 

"Tf 

b 

PV     ... 

fc- 

(J. 

Harttortf    .    .    . 

9782 

"  6840 

187I4 

430    263 

38029 

NeU'-Haven  .    . 

7856 

6858 

15298 

425 

433 

30830 

New-London     • 

8224 

^183 

16478 

729 

586 

33200 

FairfieW     .    .    . 

9187 

8398 

17541 

327 

7?7 
184 

30250 

Wyndham,    .    , 

7440 

6551 

I4406 

340 

2R921 

Litchfield  .   .    . 

1 004 1 

9249 

189VO9 

323 

,  ^33, 

3^7S^ 

Middlcfex.    .    . 

4730 

413^ 

963a 

140 

^  22  i 

18855 

ToUand.   .   .   . 

3*^3 

319a 

6510 

94 

47 

13106 

60523 

54403 

11744^ 

2808^2704 

237946 

Snppofing  the  account  of  1 78^  to  have  been  taken  corre<^,  the  in- 
creafe  for  eight  years,  endii^g  m  1 790,  wiJl  be  twent}--e»ght  thoufaad 
feven  iitmdted  and  ninety-fix ;  on  the  mdft  moderate  calcirlation  we 
may,  therefore,  rate  theprefent  miwiber  of  inhabitants  in  Conne^ViciJt 
at  two  hundred  and  feventy-toee  thoufand,  or  about  fiuy-ei^hc  pcr- 
fons  to  every  fquare  mile. 

REUGION  AND  CHARACTER. 

The  religion  of  this  State  is  happily  adapted  to  a  rcpubltcan  go- 
vernment ;  for  as  to  the  mode  of  exercifing  church  government  and 
difcipline,  it  might  not  improperly  hb  called  a  republican  religion. 
Each  church  has  a  feparate  jurifdiiftion,  and  claims  aiuhority  to 
choofe  their  own  minifter,  to  exercife  judgment,  and  to  enjoy  gofpel 
ordinances  within  itfelf.  The  churches,  however,  though  independent 
of  each  other,  are  aflbciatcd  for  mutual  benefit  and  convenience.-^^ 
The  artbciations  have  power  to  licenfe  candidates  for  the  miniftry,  to 
cbnfult  for  the  general  welfare,  and  to  recommend  meafures  to  be 
adopted  by  the  churches,  but  have  no  authority  to  enforce  them. 
When  difputes  arife  in  churches,  counfels  are  called  by  the  parties  to 
fettle  theip ;  but  their  power  is  only  advifory.  There  are  eleven 
affociations  in  the  State,  and  they  meet  twice  in  a  year.  Thcfe  are 
sU  coqabiqed  in  one  general  allbciation,  who  meet  annually. 

Mm»  AU 
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All  men  in  this  State  are  upon  a  footrng  of  equality  with  refpe^t  t6 
religion ;  difqnalifications  for  offices  in  the  State  on  account  of  reli- 
gious opinions  are  unknown.  Every  fe6k  whofe  principles  do  not 
militate  againft  the  peace  of  fociety,  enjoy  here  the  full  liberty  of 
confcience ;  and  a  fpirit  of  liberality  and  catholicifrii  is  incrcafing.— - 
There  are,  however,  very  few  religious  feds  in  this  State.  The  bulk 
.  of  the  people  are  Congregationalifls,  the  reft  are  Epifcopalians  and 
Baptifls.  Formerly  there  was  a  fociety  of  Sandimonians  at  New- 
Haven  ;  but  they  are  now  reduced  to  a  very  fmall  number. 

The  clergy,  who  are  numerous,  and,  as  a  body,  very  refpcdablc, 
have  hitherto  preferved  a  kind  of  ariftocratical  balance  in  the  very 
democrat  leal  government  of  this  State,  which  has  operated  in  fome 
inflances  as  a  check  upon  the,  perhaps,  overbearing  fpirit  of  republi- 
canifm.  The  unhappy  religious  difput^s  which  have  too  much  pre- 
vailed among  fome  of  them,  and  an  inattention  to  the  qualifications 
of  thofe  who  have  been  admitted  to  the  facred  office,  have,  however, 
heretofore  coLfiderably  diminiflied  their  influence.  It  is  a  pleafing 
'circumftance  that  the  rage  for  theological  difputation  is  abating,  and 
greater  ftriftnefs  is  obferv^d  in  th^  admi^on  of  candidates  to  the 
mlniftry.  Their  influence  is  on  the  increafe,  and  it  is,  in  part,  to 
jheir  exertions  that  an  evident  reformation  in  the  manners  of  the 
people  of  this  State  has  taken  place  fince  the  peace. 

At  the  anniverfary  eledion  of  the  governor  and  other  public  offi- 
cers, which  is  held  yearly  at  Hartford  on  the  fecond  Thurfday  in 
May,  a  fermon  is  preached,  which  is  pubUfhed  at  the  expenfe  of  die 
State,*     On  thefe  occafions  a  vaft  concourfe  of  r^fpe6table  citizens, 

*■  It  would  anfwer  many  valuable purpofcs,  if  the  gentlemen  who  arc  annually  ap- 
pointed to  preach  thcfc  eltifkion  fermons,  would  furniih  a  Iketch  of  fhe  hiftory  of  the 
State  f  the  current  year,  to  be  publifhed  at  the  clofe  of  their  fermons.  Such  a  iketch, 
■which  might  eafily  be  made,  would  render  cleftion  fermons  much  more  valuable.  They 
"would  then  be  a  very  authentic '  repofitory  of  fa^s  for  future  hiilorians  of  the  Statfr— * 
they  would  be  more  generally  and  more  eagerly  purchafed  and  read — they  would  (erve  to 
idiffcminate  the  important  knowledge  of  the  internal  afifairs  of  the  State,  which  every 
jcitiren  ought  to  be  acquainted  wjth,  and  might, if  ji|diciouflye;^ecuted,  operate  as  achccl^ 
upon  p^ny  fpirit,  and  upon  ambitious  and  deligning  men. 

The  Rev.  ^Ir.  Benjamin  Trumbull,  of  North-Haven,  has  for  fevcral  years,  with 
indcfucigable  induftry,  been  making  collediions  for  a  hiftory  of  Connecticut.  His  abi- 
litics  as  a  writer, ;  nd  his  accuracy  as  an  hiftorian,  the  public  already  know.  It  if  hopc4 
fhepuolic  w  V  fhortly  be  favoured  with  his  hiftory.  Through  his  indulgence  in  pcr^ 
mitting  felc£bons  to  be  made  from  l>is  manufcri|>ts/ yre  afe  enable^  to  p.HhWh  many  p( 
^c  fafts  in  fuc  hiftory  of  this  State. 

'  partit 
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particularly  of  the  clergy,  are  colle6ted  from  every  part  of  the  State ; 
and  while  they  add  dignity  and  folemnity  to  the  important  and  jo)^l 
tranfaftions  of  the  day,  ferve  to  exterminate  party  fpirit,  and  to  har- 
monize the  civil  and  religious  intercfts  of  the  State. 

The  inhabitants  are  almoft  entirely  of  Englifli  defcent.  There  are 
no  Dutch,  French,  or  Germans,  and  very  few  Scotch  or  Irifli  in  anjr 
part  of  the  State. 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  already  /aid  it  may  be  obferved,  that 
the  people  of  Connecticut  are  remarkably  fond  of  having  all  their  dif- 
putes,  even  thofe  of  the  moft  trivial  kind,  fettled  according  to  law. — * 
The  prevalence  of  this  Utigious  fpirit  affords  employment  and  fop- 
port  for  a  numerous  body  of  lawyers.  The  number  of  actions  entered 
annually  upon  the  feveral  dockets  in  the  State  juftifies  the  above 
obfervations.  That  party  fpirit,  however,  which  is  the  bane  of  poli- 
tical happraefs,  has  not  raged  with  fuch  violence-  in  this  State  as  in 
MaiTachufetts  and  Rhode-lfland.  Public  proceedings  have  been  con- 
ducted generally,  and  efpedally  oflate^  with  much  calmnefs  and  can- 
dour. The  inhabitants  are  well  informed  in  regard  to  their  rights, 
and  judicious  in  the  methods  they  adopt  to  fecure  them.  The  State 
enjoys  a  great  fhare  of  political  tranquillity  ;  the  people  jivenindcra 
free  government,  and  have  no  fear  of  a  dignified  tyrant.  There  are 
no  overgrown  eftates  with  rich  and  ambitious  landlords,  to  have  an 
undue  and  pernicious  influence  in  the  election  of  civil  officers.  Pro- 
perty is  equally  enough  divided,  and  muft  continue  to  be  fo  as  long 
2&  the  cilates  defcend  as  they  now  do.  No  perfon  qualified  by  daw  is 
prohibited  from  voting.  He  who  has  the  moft  merit,  not  he  who 
has  the  moft  money,  is  generally  cihofen  into  public  office.  As  in- 
ftances  of  this,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  many  of  the  citizens  of  Con- 
liefticut,  from  the  humble  walks  of  life,  have  arifen  to  the  firft  offices 
'  in  the  State,  and  filled  them  with  dignity  and  reputation.  That  bafe 
bufinefs  of  ele(Stioneering,  which  is  the  curfe  of  England,  anddireftly 
-calculated  to  introduce  the  moft  wicked  and  defigning  men  into 
office  is  yet  but  little  known  in  Connefticut.  A  man  who  wifties  to 
y^t  chofen  into  office,  a6t.s  wifely,  for  that  end,  when  he  keeps  his  de- 
sires to  himfelf. 

A  thirft  for  learning  prevails  among  all  ranks  of  people  in  the  State, 
^ore  of  the  young  men  in  Connecticut,  in  proportion  to  their  num- 
l)ers,  receive  a  public  education,  th^  in  any  of  the  States  of  the 
y^jpnbe^e. 
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Some  have  bdicvcd,  and  perhaps  with  reafon,  that  the  fondnvj^  fw 
academic  and  collegiate  edudation  is  too  great — that  it  induces  too 
tnany  to  leaye  the  plough.  If  men  of  liberal  educat'ion  would  retuiti 
to  the  farm,  and  ufe  their  knowledge  in  improving  agricultiirc  aod 
<Bco«raging  roanufadtures,  thwc  conld  not  be  too  niany  noett  of 
learning  in  the'State;  but  this  is  too  feidom  the  cafe. 

Connecticut  had  but  a  fmall  proportion  of  citizens  who  did.o^t 

Join  in  oppofing  the  opprelfive  meafures  of  Great-Britain,  and  was 

aftive  and  influential,  both  in  the  iield  and  in  the  cabinet,  in  brtog- 

-ii^g  about  the  revolution.     Her  foldiers  were  applauded  by  the  com- 

.  aaander  in  chief  for  their  bravery  and  fidelity.  '     '  - 

What  has  been  faid  in  favour  of  Connecticut,  though  true  when 

generally  applied,  needs  to  be  qualified  with  fome  exceptions.    Dr. 

-Douglas  fpoke  the  truth  when  hefaid,  that  "fome  of  the  meaner 

ifcrt  are  villains."     Too  many  are  idle  and  diifipattd,  and  much  i\ttit 

M  uaprofitably  and  wickedly  fpent  at  taverns,  in  law  fuits  and  petty 

arbitrations.     The  public  fchools,  in  fome  parts  of  the  Srate,  have 

.fceco  too  much  negleCted^  and  xti  procuring  inftrudtors,  too  littte 

gttemion  has  been  paid  to  their  moral  and  litei^ary  qualifications. 

• 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

The  trade  of  Connedicut  is  priftbipally  with  the  W^4ndi^ 
jflands,  and  is  carried  on  in  veflels  of  from  fixty  to  an  hundred  and 
forty  tons  burden.  The  exports  ton fift  of  horfcfe,  mules,  oxen,  oalc 
ftaves,  hoo^js,  pine  boards,  oak  plank,  beans,  Indian  corn,  fifh,  beef, 
pork,  &c.  Horfes,  live  cattle  and  lumber,  are  perm  toed  in  thie  Dutcti, 
Danilli,  and  Fremh  ports. 

Connedicut  has  a  large  number  of  coafting  veflels  ennploy^d  fft 

carrying  her  produce  to  other  Stj^tes.    To  Rhode-Ifland,   Mafi^^* 

chufetts,    and  New-Hamp^iire,  they  carry  pork,  wheat,  corn  zvA 

rye ;  w  Nonh  and  South  Carolinas  and  Georgia,  butter,  cheefe, 

falted  beef,  cyder,  apples,  potatoes,  hay,  &c.  and  receive  in  retiJHIi 

rice,  indigo  and  money.     But  as  New- York  is  nearer,  and  thk  ftate 

of  the  markets  always  well  known,  much  of  the  produce  of  Con* 

nedicut,  efpecially  ofthe  weftern  parts,  is  carried  there,  particularly 

pot  and  pearl  afli,  flax  feed,  beef,  pork,  cheefe  and  butter,  in  large 

-quantities.     Moll  ofthe  produce  of  Connedkut  river,   ivova  the 

; porta  of  MafTachufetts,  New-Haoipfliire,  and  Vermont,  as  well  as 

pf  Connedlicut,  which  ^re  adjac<;nt,  goes  to  the  fan[ie  inarket.    Coii- 

.  fiderahlc 
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fiderablb  quantities  of  the  produce  of  the  eaftern  parts  of  the  State 
arc  marketed  at  Bo^on  ttnd  Providence. 

The  value  of  the  whole  exported  produce  and  commodities  from 
this  St^tei  before  the  year  1774,  was  then  eft i mated  at  about  two 
hundred  thoiifand  pounds  lawful  money  annually.  In  the  year  end- 
ing September  30th,  1791,  the  amount  of  foreign  exports  from  this 
State  wafa  feven  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ten 
dollars,  be-fides  articles  carried  to  different  parts  of  the  United  States 
to  a  great  amount.  This  State  at  prefent  owns  and  employs  in  the 
forciga  and  coafting  trade  more  than  thirty-five  thoufand  tons  of 
(hipping. 

The  farmers  iu  Comietfticut  and  their  families  are  nr^oftly  clothed 
in  plain,  decent,  homefpun  cloth.  The  linens  and  woollens  are 
manufactured  in  the  family  way,  and  although  they  are  generally 
of  a  coarfer  kind,  they  are  of  a  ftronger  texture,  and  much  more 
durable  than  thofc  imported  there  from  France  and  Great-Britain. 
Many  of  their  doths  are  fine  and  handfome. 

A  woollen  nwnufai^ory  has  been  eftablillied  at  Hartford.  The 
legjflature  of  the  State  have  encouraged  it,  and  it  bids  fair  to  gro\r 
into  importanee. 

'  In-New^Haven  are  linen  and  button  manufadories,  which  flourifh. 
Itk  Hartford  are  glafs  work^,  a  fnuff  and  powder  mil!,  iron  works, 
and  a  fitting  mill.  Iron  works  are  eftablifhed  alfo  at  SaUfbuiy, 
Norwieh^  and  other  parts  of  the  State.  At  Stafford  is  a  furnace,  at 
which  are  made  large  quantities  of  hollow  ware  and  other  ironmon- 
gery, fufficient  tofupply  the  whole  State.  Paper  is  manufactured  at 
Norwichj  Hartford^-  New-Haven,  and  in  Litchfield  county.  Naila 
of  every  fi^ze  are  made  in  almoft  every  town  and  village  in  Connecti- 
cut^ fo^  that'  considerable  quantities  can  be  exported  to  the  neigh- 
bouring States,  and  at  a  better  rate  than  they  can  be  had  from  Eu- 
tope.  Ironmongery,  hats,  candles,  leather,  flioes  and  boots,  arc 
niaijufi^tired  in  this  State.  Oil  mills,  of  a  new  and  ^ery  ingenious* 
conftruCtion,  hare  been  cre<Eted  in  fcveial  parts  of  the  State.  A 
diick  hzavih^^ory  has  alfo  been  eftabliflied  at  Stratford,  and,-  iti* 
{Mi  isdoiogwelK 

LfiAftNING.  and:  LITERATURE 
In  no  part  of  the  world  is  the  education  of  all  ranks  of  people^ 
more  attended  ta  than  in  Connefticut;  almoft  every  town  in  the 
State  is  darkted^tnto  diftriCts,  and  each  dJt&tvQ:  has  a  public  ichool^ 

kept? 
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kept  in  it  a  .greater  or  lefs  part  of  every  year.  Somewhat  mom 
than  one-thir4  of  the  monies  aridng  from  a  tax  on  the  polls  and  * 
rateable  eftate  of  the  inhabitants  is  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of 
fchools  in  the  feveral  lojvns,  for  the  education  of  children  and  youth* 
The  law  direds,  that  a  grammar- fchool  flull  be  kept  in  every 
county  town  throughout  the  State. 

There  is  a  grammar  fchool  at  Hartford,  and  another  at  New* 
Haven,  fupported  by  a  donation  of  Governor  Hopkins.  This  vene- 
rable and  benevolent  man,  in  his  lafl  will,  dated  1657,  left  in  the 
hands  of  Theophilus  Eaton,  Elq.  and  three  others,  a  legacy  of  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  an  1  t\\  enty-foUr  pounds,  **  as  an  encourage- 
ment, in  thefe  foreign  plantations,  of  breeding  up  hopeful  youths 
both  at  the  grammar-fchool  and  college,"  In  1664  this  legacy  was 
equally  di\  iJed  between  New-Haven  and  Hartford,  and  grammar* 
fchools  were  ere6ted,  which  have  been  fupported  evqc  fince. 

Academies  have  been  efl.ibliflied  at  Greenfield,  Plainfield,  Nor- 
wich, Wyndham,  and  Pomfret,  fome  of  which  are  flourifliing. 

Yale  College  was  founded  in  1700,  and  remained  at  Killingworth 
until  1707  ;  then  at  Sa}  brook  until  17 16,  when  it  was  removed  and 
fixed  at  New-Haven.  Among  its  principal  benefa6tprs  was  Gover- 
nor Yale,  in  honour  of  whom,  in  1718,  it  was  named  Yale  Col- 
lege. Its  firft  building  was  erected  in  1717,  being  one  hundred  and 
feventy  feet  in  length,  and  twenty-two  in  breadth,  built  of  wood.  This 
was  taken  down  in  1782.  The  prefent  college,  which  is  of  brick, 
was  built  in  1750,, under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Prefident  Clap, 
and  is  one  hundred  feet  long  and  forty  feet  wide,  three  ftorics  high, 
and  contains  thirty  two  chambers,  and  fixty-four  ftudies,  convenient 
for  the  reception  of  one  hundred  fludents.  The  college  chapel,  which 
•  is  alio  of  brick,  was  built  in  1761,  being  fifty  feet  by  forty,  with 
a  fteeple  one  hundred  and  twenty-live  feet  high.  In  this  building  is  • 
the  public  library,  conlifting  of  about  two  thouliand  five  hundred, 
volumes;  and  the  philofophical  apparatus,  which,  by  a  late  hand- 
fome  addition,  is  now  as  complete  as  mpft  others  in  the  United j 
States,  and  contains  the  machines  neceflaiy  for  exhibiting.experi- 
ments  in  the  whole  courfe  of  experimental  philofophy  and  aftro- 
nomy* 

The  college  mufeum,  to  which  additions  are  cpnftantly  making, 
€ontaia8  i^any  natural  currbfities.  '  ,.     . 

This  hterary  inftitution  was  incorporated  by  the  General  Afl^bly^ 
of  Coaioci^icuti    The  firft  ,charter  of  incorporation  =wasgrariced  to  ^ 
3'  eleven 


OF    CONNECTICUT.  ij^ 

eleven  minifters^  under  the  denomination  of  tniftees,  in  I70t«  The 
powers  of  the  truftees  were  enlarged  by  the  additional  charter,  17«3« 
And  by  that  of  1745)  the  truftees  were  incorporated  by  the  name 
of  "  The  prefident  and  fellows  of  Yale  College,  New-Haven/*  9y 
m  aft  of  the  General  Aflembly  "  for  enlarging  the  powers  and  in* 
crcafing  the  funds  of  Yale  College,"  pafled  in  May,  ij^Zf  and  ac« 
cepted  by  the  corporation,  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and 
the  fix  fenior  afliftant^  in  the  council  of  the  State  for  the  time  bdngf 
are  ever  hereafter,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  to  be  truftees  and  fel- 
lows of  the  college,  in  addition  to  the  former  corporation.  The 
corporatbn  are  empowjcred  to  hold  eftates,  continue  their  fucceffion, 
make  academic  laws,  eleft  and  conditute  all  officers  of  inflruftioa 
and  government  ufual  in  univerfities,  and  confer  all  learned  degrees. 
The  immediate  executive  government  is  in  the  hands  of  the  prefident 
and  tutors.  The  prefent  officers  and  inftruftors  of  the  college  are, 
a  prefident,  who  is  alfo  profeflbr  of  ecclefiaflical  hiftory,  a  profcf- 
for  of  divinity,  and  three  tutors.  The  number  of  Undents,  on  an 
average,  is  about  130,  divided  into  four  clalfes.  It  is  woi;thy  of  re- 
mark, that  as  many  as  five-fixths  of  thofe  who  have  received  their 
education  at  this  univerfity  were  natives  of  Connecticut. 

The  funds  of  this  college  received  a  very  liberal  addition  by  a 
grant  of  the  General  Aflembly,  in  the  aft  of  179a  before  mentioned  ; 
which  will  enable  the  corporation  to  ereft  a  new  building  for. the 
accommodation  of  the  ftudents,  to  fupport  feveral  new^profeflbrfhips^ 
and  to  make  a  handfome  addition  to  the  library. 

The  courfe  of  education  in  this  univcrfity  comprehends  the  whole 
circle  of  literature.  The  three  learned  languages  are  taught,  to- 
gether  with  fo  much  of  the  fciences  as  can  be  communicated  in  four 
years. 

In  May  and  September,  annually,  the  feveral  clafles  are  critically 
examined  in  all  their  claffical  iludies.  As  incentives  to  improvement 
in  compofition  and  oratory,  quarterly  exercifes  are  appointed  by  the 
prefident  and  tutors,  to  be  exhibited  by  the  refpcftive  defies  in  ro- 
tation. A  public  commencement  is  held  annually  on  the  fecond 
Wednefday  in  September,  which  calls  together  a  more  numerous 
and  brilliant  aflTembJx.  than  are  convened  by  any  other  anniverfary 
in  the  State, 

About  two  thoufand  two  hundred  have  received  the  honours  of 
this  univerfity,  of  whom  nearly  feven  hundred  and  fixty  have  been 
ordained  to  the  work  of  the  gofpel  miniftry. 

Voi^n.  N  a.  IN- 
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INVENTIONS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 
"     Early  in  the  ^yar  Mr.  David  Buftinel,  of  Saybrook,  invented  m 

niachinfc  krfuhmarine  navigation,  altogether  different  from  any  thing 
'  hitherto  ^evifed  by  the  art  of  man  ;  this  machine  was  fo  conftru£led 
'  a^  that  it  could  be  rowed  horizontally,  at  any  given  depth,  under  wa- 
'  ter,  and  could  be  raifed  or  depreffed  at  pleafure.  To  this  machine, 
\called  the  American  turtUy   was  attached  a  magazine  of  powder, 

yhich  was  intended  to  be  faftened  under  the  bottom  of  a  fhip,  with 
'  a  driving  fcrew,  in  fuch  a  way  as  that  the  fame  ftroke  which  difen- 
•g;agcd  it  from  the  machine  fliould  put  the  iriternal  clock-work  in 

*  motion ;  this  being  done,  the  ordinary  operation  of  a  gun  lock,  at 
'  the  diftance  of  half  an  hour,  or  any  determinate  time^  would  caufe 

the  powder  to  explode  and  leave  the  effects  to  the  common  laws  of 
'  nature.    The  fimplicity,   yet  combination,    difcovered  in  the  me- 
'  chanifm  of  this  wonderful  machine,  have  been  acknowledged  hy 
^  thofe  ikilled  in  phyfics,  and  particularly  hydraulics,  to  be  not  lefs 
'  ingenious  than  novel-    Mr.  Bulhnel  invented  fcveral  other  curious 
machines  for  the  annoyance  of  the  Britifli  (hipping,  but  from  acci- 
dents, not  militating  againft  the  philofophical  principles,  on  which 
their  fucccfs  depended,  they  but  partially  fucceeded.     He  deftroyed 
'  a  veflel  in  the  charge  of  Commodorc'Symmonds.    One  of  his  kegs 
alfb  demoliflied  a  veflel  near  the  Long-Ifland  fliore.    About  Chrilt^ 

*  mas,  1777,  he  committed  to  the  Delaware  river  a  number  of  kegs, 
deftined  to  fall  among  the  Britifh  fleet  at  Philadelphia ;  but  this  fqua- 
dron  of  kegs,  having  been  feparated  and  retarded  by  the  ice,  de- 
moliflied but  a  fingle  boSt.  This  cataftrophe,  however,  produced 
ad  alarm,  unprecedented  iji  its  nature  and  degree,  which  has  been 
fo  happily  defcribed  by  the  late  Hon.  Francis  Hopkinfon,  in  a  fong 

"  ftiled  "The  Battle  of  the  Kegs,***  that  the  event  it  celebirates  will 
Bot  be  forgotten,  fo  long  as  mankind  fliall  continue  to  be  delighted 
with  works  of  humour  and  tafle. 

Mr.  Hanks,  of  Litchfield,  has  invented  a  method  of  winding  up 
clocks  by  means  of  air  or  wind  only,  which  is  ingenious,  and  prac- 
tifed  in  New- York  and  omer  places. 

Mr.  Culver,  of  Nof^vich,  has  conftrudled  a  dock  drudge,  which 
is  a  boat  for  clearing  docks  and  removing  bars  in  rivers — a  very  in- 
genious and  ufeful  machine  \  its  good  effects  have  already  been  ex- 

^  See  Qopkinron's  Works^  lately  publllbcd  x^  Philadelphia. 
r'  ^  pcricnccd 
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pcrienced  in  the  navigation  of  the  river  Thames,  the  channel  of 
which  has  been  confiderably  deepened;  this  machine  will,  no  doubt, 
be  produdtive  of  very  great  advantages  to  navigation  throughout  the 
United  States. 

The  Rcy.  Jofeph  Badger,  while  a  member  of  Yale  College^  in 
1785,  conftrudted  an  ingenious  planetarium^  (without  ever  having 
feen  one  of  the  k'md)  which  is  depo£ted  in  the  library  of  that  uni* 
veriity. 

Mr.  Chittendon,  of  New-Haven,  has  invented  a  ufeful  machine 
for  bending  and  cutting  card  teeth  ;  this  machine  is  put  in  motion 
by  a  mandril  twelve  inches  in  length,  and  one  inch  in  diameter ; . 
connected  with  the  mandril  are  fix  parts  of  the  machine,  indepen- 
dent of  each  other  5  the  firft  introduces  a  certain  length  of  wire  into ' 
the  chdps  of  the  c^rone  ;  the  fecond  fhuts  the  diops,  and  holds  fail : 
the  wire  in  die  middle  nntil  it  is  finiihed ;  the  third  cuts  off  the 
wire  ;  the  fourth  doubles  the  tooth  in  proper  form  ;  the  fifth  makei 
the  laft  bend  ;  and  the  fixth  delivers  the  finiihed  tooth  from  the  ma-, 
chine.  The  mandril  is  moved  by  a  band  wheel  five  feet  in  dia- 
meter, turned  by  a  trimk.  One  revolution  of  the  mandril  makes 
one  tooth  ;  ten  are  made  in  a  fecond ;  thirty-fix  thoufand  in  an  hour. 
With  one  machine  like  this,  teeth  enough  might  be  made  to  fill 
cards  fufiicient  for  all  the  manufadturers  in  New-England.  ; 

CONSTITUTION  AND  COURTS  OF  JUSTICE. 
,  The  revolution,  which  fo  eflentially  affc^^ed  the  governments  of 
moft  of  the  colonies,  produced  no  very  perceptible  alteration  in  the. 
government  of  Connedlicut.  While  under  the  jurifdidion  of  Great- 
Britain  they  eledted  their  own  governors,  and  all  fubordinate  civil, 
ofiicers,  and  made  their  own  laws,  in  the  fame  manner,  and  with  as  little' 
cpntroul,  as  they  now  do.  Connecticut  has  ever  been  a  republic, 
and  perhaps  as  perfedl  and  as  happy  a  republic  as  has  ever  exifted ; 
while  other  States,  more  monarchical  in  their  government  and  man- 
ners, have  been  under  ^  neceflity  of  undertaking  the  difficult  talk  of 
altering  their  old,  or  forming  pew  conftitutionSy  and  of  changing 
their  monarchical  for  republican  manners,  Connedlicut  has  uninter- 
ruptedly proceeded  in  her  old  track,  both  as  to  governnoent  and 
manners ;  and,  by  thefe  means,  has  avoided  thofe  convulfions  whicb 
have  rent  other  States  into  violent  parties. 

The  conftitution  of  Connediicut  is  founded  on  the  charter  which 
was  granted  by  Charlet  II.  in  i662»  i^nd  on  a  law  of  the  State.^ 
.    ,  Nna  Agree* 
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Agreeably  to  thh  diarter,  the  fnpreme  legiflatire  authority  of  the 
State  is  vcftcd  ia  a  governor,  lieutenant-goveraor,  twelve  affiftants 
4>r  counfellors,  and  the  repreientatives  of  the  people,  ftiled  the  Gene- 
ral Aflembly.  The  governor,  lieutenant-governor  and  aidants,  are 
gnnually  chofen  by  the  freemen  in  the  month  of  May.  The  repre* 
fentativet  (their  number  not  to  exceed  two  from  each  town)  are 
chofen  by  the  freemen  twice  a  year,  to  attend  the  two  annual  fef- 
fions,  on  the  fecond  Thurfdays  in  May  and  October.  This  AlTembly 
lias  power  to  ere€t  judicatories  for  the  trial  of  caufes,  civil  and  cri« 
xninal,  and  to  ordain  and  eftabliih  laws  for  fettling  the  forms  and  ce« 
remonies  of  government.  By  thefe  laws  the  General  Aflfembly  is  di- 
vided  idto  two  branches,  called  the  Upper  and  Lower  Houfes.  The 
Vpper  Houfe  is  compofed  of  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor  and 
affiilants.  The  Lower  Houfe  of  the  reprefentativcs  of  the  people. 
No  law  can  pafs  without  the  concurrence  of  both  Houfes.  The 
Judges  of  the  fuperior  court  hold  their  offices  during  the  plcafure  of 
the  General  Affembly.  The  judges  of  the  county  courts,  and  juf* 
iSces,  are  annually  appointed.  Sheriff  are  appointed  by  the  gover- 
nor an4  council,  withcait  limitation  of  time.  The  governor  is  cap* 
tain-general  of  the  militia,  the  lieutenant-governor  lieutcnant-gene» 
faU  All  other  military  officers  are  appointed  by  the  Aifembly,  and 
commiffioned  by  the  governor. 

The  mode  of  elefting  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  affiftants, 
treafurer  and  fccretary,  is  as  follows  2  the  freemen  in  the  feveral  towns 
meet  on  the  Monday  next  after  the  firfl  Tuefday  in  April  annuallyi 
mi  give  in  tVir  votes  for  the  perfons  they  chufe  for  the  faid  offices 
fiefpeif^ively^  with  their  names  written  on  a  piece  of  paper,  which 
&ce  received  and  fealed  up  by  a  conHable  in  open  meeting,  the  votes 
<br  each  office  by  themfelves,  with  the  name  of  the  town  and  office 
written  on  the  outfide,  Thefe  votes,  thus  fealed,  are  fent  to  the 
General  Affembly  in  May,  and  there  counted  by  a  committee  from 
l>oth  Houfes.  All  freemen  are  eligible  to  any  office  in  government. 
In  4:h«iiing  affift^its^  twenty  perfons  are  nominat^d^i  by  the  vote  of 
each  freeman,  at  the  freenoanN  meeting  for  chilling  r/eprefentativcs 
in  September  annually.  Thefe  votes  are  iiealed  up,  ai>d  fejat  to  the 
Genera)  AffeiQbly  in  Odober,  and  are  there  counted  by  a  committee 
4if  both  Houfesi  a]»d  the  twenty  perfons  who  have  the  moft  votes 
^nd  in  nomination ;  out  of  which  number  the  twelve  who  have  the 
jgreateft  number  of  votes,  given  by  the  freemen  at  their  meeting  ia 
J^n\p  ar^  ia  Ma/  d^laf^d  .9€ihu;i^  10  tb^  omn^  abov$;  n^entioncd* 
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The  qualifications  of  freemen  are,  quiet  and  peaceable  behaviomv 
a  civil  converfatioD,  and  freehold  eftate  to  the  v^luc  of  forty  fliil- 
lings  per  annttm,  or  forty  pounds  perfonal  eftate  in  the  lift,  certified 
by  the  fele6t  men  of  the  town ;  it  is  neceflary,  alfo,  that  they  take 
the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  State*  Their  pames  are  inroUed  in  the 
town-clerk's  ofiice,  and  they  continue  freemen  for  life,  unlefs  4is« 
franchifed  by  feotence  of  the  fuperior  court,  on  convi^ion  of  roif- 
demeanor. 

The  courts  are  as  follow : — The  jufticcs  of  the  pe^ce,  of  whom 
a  number  are  annually  appointed  in  each.town  by  the  General  Af- 
fembly,  have  authority  to  hear  and  determine  civil  anions,  where  the 
demand  does  not  exceed  four  poimds.  If  the  demand  exceeds  forty 
(hillings  an  appeal  to  the  county  is  allowed.  They  have  cogoiiance 
of  fmall  offences,  and  may  punifli  by  &ie,  not  exceeding  forty  fliil- 
lings,  or  whipping,  not  exceeding  ten  ftripes,  or  fitting  in  the  ftockf. 
There  are  eight  county  courts  in  the  State,  held  in  the  feveral  coun« 
ties  by  one  judge,  and  four  jufticcs  of  the  quorum,  who  have  jurif- 
didtion  of  aU  criminal  cafes  arifing  within  their  refpe6tive  counrieSy 
where  the  puniftiment  does  not  extend  to  life,  limb,  or  baniftiment. 
They  have  original  jurifdidion  of  all  civil  aftions  which  exceed  the 
jurifdidiori  of  a  juftice.  Either  party  may  appeal  to  the  fuperior 
court,  if  the  demand  exceeds  20I.  except  on  bonds  or  noies  vouched 
by  two  witneflcs. 

There  are  feveral  courts  of  probate  in  each  county,  confifting  of 
one  judge.  The  peculiar  province  of  this  court  is,  the  probate  of 
wills,  granting  adminiftr^ion  on  inteftate  eftates,  ordering  dif- 
tribution  of  them,  and  appointing  guardians  for  minors,  &c.  An 
appeal  lies  from  any  decree  of  this  court  to  the  fuperior  court. 

The  fuperior  court  confifts  of  five  judges.  It  has  authority  in 
all  criminal  cafes  extending  to  life,  limb,  or  baniftiment,  and  other 
high  crimes  and  mifdemeaners ;  to  grant  divorces ;  and  to  hear  and 
determine  all  civil  adions  brought  by  appeal  from  the  county  county 
,or  the  court  of  probate,  and  to  correct  the  errors  of  all  inferior 
.courts.  This  is  a  circuit  court,  and  has  two  fiated  fefiions  in  each 
county  annually.  The  fuperior  and  county  courts  try  matters  of 
fa^  by  jury,  or  without,  if  the  parties  will  agree. 

There  is  a  fupreme  court  of  errors,  confifting  of  the  lieutenant* 
governor  and  the  twelve  a£Ubnts ;  their  fole  bufinefs  is  to  determine 
writs  of  error  brought  on  judgments  of  the  fuperior  court,  whei^ 
^  cmNT  complained  of  ajppears  on  i^  Record*    Tbcy  have  two 

ftatcd 


i^S  GEKEHAL    DESCRIPTION 

Hated  feffions  annualiyi  viz.  on  the  Tuefdays  of  the  weeks  prt*' 
ceding  the  ftated  feflions  of  the  General  Aflembly. 
-  The  county  court  is  a  court  of  chancery,  empowered  to  liear  and 
ctetermine  cafes  in  equity,  where  the  nmtter  in  demand  docs  not 
ei&ceed  one  hundred  pounds*  The  fuperior  court  has  cognifance  of 
all  cafes  where  the  demand  exceeds  that  fum.  Error  may  be  brought 
from  the  county  to  the  fuperior  court,  and  from  the  fuperior  court 
to  the  fupreme  court  of  errors,  on  judgment  in  cafes  of  equity  as 
^irtM  as  of  law. 

The  General  Aflembly  only  have  power  to  grant  pardons  and  i-e- 
prieves — ^to  gi^nt  commiffions  of  bankruptcy— or  protect  the  perfons. 
^xid  eftatesof  unfortunate  debtors. 

The  common  law  of  England,  fo  far  as  it  is  applicable  to  this 
country,  is  confidered  as  the  common  law  of  this  State.  The  re- 
port of  adjudication  in  the  courts  of  king's  bench,  common  pleas^ 
and  chancery,  are  read  in  the  courts  of  this  State  as  authorities ; 
yet  the  judges  do  not  confider  them  as  conclulively  binding,  unlefs 
founded  on  folid  reafons  which  will  apply  in  this  State,  or  iandkioned 
b^  concurrent  adjudications  of  their  own  courts. 

The  feudal  fyAem  of  defcents  was  never  adopted  in  this  State.  All 
tiie  real  eflate  of  inteftates  is  divided  equally  among  the  children^ 
males  and  females,  except  that  the  eldeft  fon  has  a  double  portion. 

And  ail  ellates  given  in  tail  muft  be  given  to  fomc  perfon  then  in. 
being,  or  to  their  immediate  iffue,  and  fhall  become  fee  fimple  eilates 
to  the  ifiue  of  the  firfl  donee  in  tail.  The  widow  of  an  inteftate  is 
entitled  to  a  third  part  of  the  perfonal  eftate  for  ever,  and  to  her 
dower,  or  third  part  of  the  houfes  and  lands  belonging  to  the  int«f* 
tate  at  the  time  of  his  death,  during  her  life. 

PRACTICE  OF  LAW. 
The  pradice  of  law  in  this  State  has  OKxre  fimplicity,  but  lefs  pre-» 
diion,  than  in  England.  Affiftants  and  judges  are  empowered  to 
Iffu^  writs  through  the  State,  and  juilices  through  their  refpedtivc 
counties.  In  thefe  writs  the  fubilance  of  the  complaints,  or  the  dc* 
darations  muft  be  contained,. and  if  neither  of  the  parttea  ihew 
good  reafon  for  delay,  the  caufes  are  heard  and  determined  the  fame 
term  to  which  the  writs  are  returnable.  Few  of  the  fidions  of  law, 
fe  common  in  the  English  pradice,  are  known  in  this  State.  Tho 
plaintiff  always  has  his  election  to  attach  or  iummon  the  defendant* 
Attomies  are  admitted  and  qualified  by  the  oounty  coi^ts*    f  revioud 
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to  dieir  admiffion  to  the  bar,  they  muft  (hidy  two  years- with  a  prar- 
tifing  attorney  in  the  State,  if  they  have  had  a  college  education,  and 
three  years  if  they  have  not ;  their  morals  muft  be  good,  and  thdr 
charaders  unblemiflied,  and  they  muftfufiain  an  examination  by  tibe 
attomies  of  the  court  of  the  county  where  they  are  admitted,  and  be 
by  them  recommended  to  the  court.  When  admitted  to  the  counQr 
court,  they  can  pradtife,  without  other  qualifications,  in  any  court  in 
the  State,  There  are,  up>on  an  average,  about  fifteen  attomies  to 
each  county,  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  the  State  j  a  very  peat  pro- 
portion for  the  real  exigencies  of  the  people.  -  Yet  fro^i  the  litigious 
fpirit  of  the  citizens,  the  moil  of  them  find  employment  and  fuppoit* 
There  is  no  attorney-general,  but  there  is  one  attorney  to  the  State  ia 
.  each  county. 

MODE  OF  LEVYING  TAXES, 

All  freeholders  in  this  State  are  required  by  law  to  give  in  lift*  of 
their  rateable  eftate,  fuch  as  horfes,  horned  cattle,  cultivated  and 
uncultivated  land,  houies,  (hipping,  all  forts  of  riding-carriages, 
clocks  and  watches,  filver  plate,  money  at  intereft,  &c.  and  of  their 
polls,  including  all  males  between  fixteen  and  feventy  years  of  age, 
*  unlefs  exempted  by  law,  to  perfons  appointed  in  the  refpe6iive  towixs 
to  receive  them,  on  or  before  the  aoth  of  Auguft  annually*  Theie 
are  valued  according  to  law,  arranged  in  proper  order,  and  fent  to 
the  General  Affembly  annually  in  May. 

The  fum  total  of  the  lift  of  the  polls  and  rateable  eftate  of  the  inha« 
bitants  of  Conne^flicut,  as  brought  in  to  the  General  Affembly  m  M^ 
1787,  was  as  follows : 

£•  s.    dh 

Sum  total  of  the  fingle  lift         "m  •         1,484,901     6    4^ 

A^eftments        •         •         •         •  •  47>79o    %    9 

One  quarter  of  the  four-folda         •  •  1,176    9    4 


Total    £.  1,533,86;  18    5I 


Having  thus  taken  a  general  view  of  the  New-England  States,  We 
cannot  help  obferving,  that  prefent  appearances  warrant  us  in  con- 
cluding that  induftry  and  happinefs  are  in  a  very  great  degree  blended 
.  in  them,  that  they  offer  every  encouragement  for  the  former,  and 
furnifh  every  thing  necelTary  to  promote  the  latter  in  a  virtuovis 
jiiu^d.  In  thefe  States,  the  principles  of  liberty  are  univerfally  under- 
ilood;  i^lt,  and  a<5ted  upon,  as  much  by  the  fimple  as  the  wife^  tt^e 
,     4  w^^'^ 
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^vmak^s  the  ftrong.  Their  deep-*rooted  and  iareterate  haUt  of  thiiik«^ 
•ing  is,  that  a/I  men  are  equal  in  their  righu^  that  it  is  impffffihlt  t^mdke 
them  dtherwife ;  and  this  being  their  iindifturbcd  Ixlicf,  th^  have  na 
xonc^ption  how  any  manin  his  fenfcs  can  entertain  any  other.  This 
tpointonce  fettled,  every  thing  is  fettled.  Many  operations  which  ia 
'Europe  have  been  confidered  as  incredible  tales  or  ;dangerou8  cxperi* 
'inents,  are  but  the  infallible  confequences  of  this  principle.  The 
•firft  of  thefe  operations  is  thehvjinefs  of  eJeHion^  which,  with  the 
people  of  New- England,  is  carried  on  with  as  much  gravity  as  their 
'  Adly  labour.  There  is  no  jealoufy  on  the  occafion,  nothing  lucra- 
tivc  in  dffice ;  any  man  iji  fociety  may  attain  to  any  place  in  the  go* 
Tcmment,  and  may  exercife  its  fnndions.  They  bejieve  that  there  i» 
nothing  more  difficult  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  a  nation^ 
than  the  affairs  of  a  family ;  that  it  only  requires  more  hands.  They 
believe  that  it  is  the  juggle  of  keeping  up  impofitions  to  blind  the 
eyes  of  the  vulgar,  that  conftitutes  the  intricacy  of  ftate.  Baniih  the 
myfiicifm  of  inequality,  and  you  baniih  almoil  all  the  evik  attendant 
on  human  nattkre. 

The  people  being  habituated  to  the  eleftion  of  all  kuids  of  officers^ . 
Ae  magnitude  .of  the  oifiee  makes  no  difficulty  in  the  cafe.  Every 
'-^qer  is  chofen  with  as  little  conunotion  as  a  churchwarden.  There 
<i8  a  public  fervice  to  be  performed,  and  the  people  fay  who  (hall  do 
it.  The  fervant  feels  honoured  with  the  confidence  repofed  m 
him,  and  generally  expreffes  -his  gratitude  by  a  faithful  per- 
formance. 

Another  of  thefe  operations  is  making. every  citizen  a  foldier,  and 
every  foldier  z  citizen  ;  not  only  permitting  every  man  to  arm,  but 
chliging  him  to  arm.  This  fa(S^,  told  in  Europe  previous  to  the  revo- 
lution, would  have  gained  little  credit ;  or  at  leaft  it  would  have  beea 
regarded  as  a  mark  of  an  uncivili25ed  people,  extrennely  dangerous  to 
%  well-ordered  foeiety.  Men  who  build  fyftems  on  an  inverfion  of 
nature,  are  obliged  to  invert,  every  thing  that  is  to  make  part  of  that 
fyftem.  It  is  becaufe  the  people  are  civilized,  that  they  are  with 
fefety  armed.  It  is  an  effeft  of  their  confcious  dignity,  ^s  citizens 
enjoying  equal  rights,  that  they,  wifh  not  to  invade  the  rights  of 
others.  Tke  danger,  where  there  is  any,  from  armed  citizens,  is  only 
to  the  government,  not  to  the  fociety ;  and  as  long  as  they  liave,no- 
'thing  to  revenge  in  the  government  (which  they  cannot  have  while 
it  is  in  their  own  hands)  there  are  many  advantages  in  their  being 
.apcu^^med  to  the  ufe  of  arms^  and.  no  poffible  difadYajotage^ 
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Ponjjer^  habhualiy  in  the  h^nds  of  a  yhole  community,  lofes  ail 
'the  ordinary  aflbciated  ideas  of  pO]||fcr.  The  exercife  of  power  is  a 
relative  tierm ;  it  foppofes  an  oppofitlon,  fomething  to  operate  upon. 
\ye  perceive  no  exertion  of  power  .in  the  motion  of  the  planetary 
lyftem,  but  a  very  ftrong  one  in  the  movement  of  a  whiriwind  ;  it  ia 
bccaufe  we  fee  obftruftions  to  the  latter,  but  none  to  the  former. 
Where  the. government  is  n6t  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  there  you 
find  oppofition,  yoli  perceive  two  contending  interefts)  and  get  aa 
idea  of  the  exercife  of  power ;  and  whether  this  power  be.  in  the 
hands  of  the  government  or  of  the  people,  of  whether  it  chapgc  from 
'fide  to  fide,  it  is  always  to  be  dreaded.  But  the  word  people  in 
America  has  a  different  meaning  from  what  it  has  in  Europe.  It 
there  means  the  whole  community,  and  comprehends  every  human 
creature ;  hence  it  is  impoffible  but  the  government  muft  proteft  the 
people,  and  the  people,  as  a  natur*il  confequencc,  fupport  the  govern- 
^>nent  as  their  own  legitim8d:e  offspring. 
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YEW-YORK,  DELAWARE^ 

NEW-JERSEY,  TERRITORY  N.  W.  or  OHIO. 

PENNSYLVANIA^ 

-KoUNDED  north,  by  Upper  Canada,  from  which  they  are  fcpa* 
rated  by  the  lakes  ;  eaft,  by  the  New-England  States  ;  fouth,  by  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the  Ohio  river,  which  ft* 
parate  them  from  Kentucky  ;  weft,  by  the  MilTiffippi  river. 

RIVERS  AND  BAYS. 
The  principal  rivers  in  this  diftri£t  are,  the  Hitdfoji,  the  Dela- 
ware,   the    Sufquehannah,    the  Ohio,    the    Mifliffippi,    and    their 
branches.   York,  Delaware,  and  part  of  Chefapeak  bays  arc  in  this 
cliftria. 

CLIMATE. 

The  climate  of  this  grand  divifion,  lying  almoft  in  the  fame  la- 
titudes, varies  but  little  from  that  of  New-England  :  there  arc  na 
two  fuccelTive  years  alike;  even  the  fame  fucceffivtf  feafons  and 
months  differ  from  each  other  every  year :  and  there  is,  perhaps, 
but  one  fleady  trait  in  the  charader  of  this  climate,  and  that  is,  it 
is  uniformly  variable :  the  changes  of  weather  are  great,  and 
frequently  fudden.  The  range  of  the  quickfilver  in  Fahrenheit'^ 
thermometer,  according  to  Dr.  Mitchell,  is  between  the  a4th  degree 
below,  and  the  105th  degree  above  cypher ;  and  it  has  been  knowrt 
to  vary  fifty  degrees  in  the  courfe  of  twenty-fix  hours.  Such  altera- 
tions ai'e  uch  more  confiderable  along  the  coafl  than  in  the  interior 
and.midland  parts  of  the  country  ;  and,  wherever  they  prevail,  arc 
accompanied  vyith  proportionate  cKangeS  in  the  air,  from  calms  to 
winds,  and  from  moifture  to  drynefs.  Storms  and  hurricanes  fome- 
times  happen,  which  are  fo  violent  as  to  overfet  vefTels,  demolifli 
■fences,  uproot  trees,  and  unroof  buildings.  Droughts,  of  fix  weeks 
or  two  months  continuance,   occur  now  and  thej3#    Rain  has  been 
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#:nown  to  fall  in  fuch  abundance  that  the  earth,  by  meafurertient, 
has  received  fix,  Rve  inches  on  a  level,  in  the  fhort  fpace  of  four 
hours.*  The  quantity  of  water  which  falls  in  rain  and  fnow,  one 
year  with  another,  amounts  to  from  twenty-four  to  thirty-fix  inches,  f 
in  the  northern  parts  of  this  <iiftri6t  the  fnow  falls  in  larger  quanti- 
ties, lies  longer,  and  the  cold  is  more  fleady  and  intenfe,  by  many 
degrees,  than  in  the  fouthern ;  hence  the  climate  of  the  former  ia 
more  agreeable  in  \vinter,  and  that  of  the  latter  in  fumm^r.  The 
Tnore  weather  is  generally  in  the  month  of  Ju^y  ;  but  intenfely 
warm  days  are  often  felt  in  May,  June,  Auguft,  and  September.— 
Dr.  Rittenhoufe  fays,  that  during  his  refidencc  in  the  country,  in 
the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  he  never  had  paifed  a  fummer  without 
difcovering  froft  in  every  month  in  the  year,  except  July.  Tho 
greateft  degree  of  heat  upon  record  in  Philadelphia,  in  1789,  was 
90°.  The  ftandard  temperature  of  ^ir  in  Philadelphia  is  52I  degrees, 
which  is  the  temperature  of  their  deepeft  wells,  and  the  mean  heat 
of  their  common^ fpring  water.  There  are  feldom  more  than  four 
months  in  the  year  in  ^^hich  the  weather  is  agreeable  without  a  fire : 
in  winter,  the  winds  generally  come  from  the  north-weft  in  fair,  and  , 
from  the  north-eaft  in  wet  weather,  Th?  north-weft  winds  are  ui^- 
fcommonly  dry  as  well  as  cold. 

The  climate  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Allegany  mountains  differs 
materially  from  that  on  the  eaft  fide,  in  the  temperature  of  the  air, 
^nd  the  efe6ls  of  the  wind  upon  th?  weather,  and  in  the  quantity  of 
rain  and  fnow  which  fall  every  year»  The  fouth-w?ft  winds  on  the 
Tveft  fide  of  the  mountain  are  accompanied  by  cold  and  rain.  The 
temperature  of  tfie  air  is  feldon>  fo  cold  or  fo  hoti  by  feveral  de- 
grees, as  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  mountain. 

On  the  whole,  it  appears  that  the  ^imate  of  this  divifion  of  the 
United  States  is  a  compound  of  moft  of  the  climates  in  the  world — it 
has  the  paoifture  of  Ireland  in  the  fpring — the  heat  of  Africa  in  fum- 
mer— the  temperature  of  Italy  in  June — the  Iky  of  Egypt  in  au- 
tumn— the  fnow  and  cold  of  Norway,  and  the  ice  of  Holland  in 
winter — the  teinpefts,  in  a  certain  degree,  of  the  Weft-Indies  in 
(every  feafon — and  the  variable  winds  and  weather  of  Great-Britain  in 
every  month  of  the  year. 

From  this  account  of  the  climate  of  this  diftri^t,  it  is  eafy  to  afcer- 
J^ii)  what  degrees  of  health,  and  what  difeafes  prevail.    As  the  iijha- 

1^  Dr.  Mitchill.  f  Dr.  Ruilv 
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bitants  havjc  the  climates,  io  they  have  die  acute  difeafes  of  all  the 
countries  that  have  been  noentioned.  Although  it  might  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  with  fuch  changes  and  varieties  in  the  weather,  there. 
.  would  be  conneded  epidemical  difeafes  and  an  unwholfome  cli* 
inate,  yet^  oa  the  whole,  it  is  found  ia  this  diftriA  to  be  as  healthy^ 
IS  any  part  of  the  Uoiced  States.^. 

HISTORT  OF  ITS  SETTLEMENT,  fefr. 

N  E  W-Y  O  R  K. 

The  colony  of  New-York  was  fettled  by  the  Dutch,  who  named  1%. 
theNew-ipJetheriands.  Charles  II.  refolyed  upon  its  conqueft  in  1664, 
and  in  March  granted  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York,  the  region 
extending  from  the  weftern  banks  of  Connecticut  to  the  eaftern  fhore 
of  the  Delaware,  together  with  Long-lfland,  conferring  on  him  the 
civil  and  military  powers  of  government.  Colonel  Nichols  was  fent, 
with  four  frigates  and  three  hundred  foldiers  to  effect  the  bufinefs. 
The  Dutch  governor  being  unable  to  make  reiiftance,  the  New-Ncr 
therlands  fubmitted  to  the  Englifti  crown  in  September,  without  any, 
other  change  than  of  rulers.  Few  of  the  Dutch  removed :  and  Nichols 
inftantly  entered  upon  the  exercife  of  his  power,  as  deputy-governor 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  the  proprietaty. 

In  July  1673,  the  Dutch  re-pofTefled  themfelves  of  the  province, 
\fy  attacking  it  fuddenly  when  in  a  defencelefs  ftate.  By  the  peace  in, 
February  following  it'  was  reftored.  The  validity  of  the  grant, 
while  the  Dutch  were  in  quiet  poffeffion,  having  been  queftioned,  the 
Duke  of  York  thought  it  pmdent  to  obtain  a  new  one  the  following 
June  J  and  Edmund  Andros  having  been  appointed  gover;ior,  the 
Dutch  refigned  their  authority  to  him  in  October.  Thus  was  New- 
York  regained ;  but  the  inhabitants  were  again  enHaved  to  the  will 
of  the  conqueror ;  for  being  admitted  to  no  fhare  in  the  legiflature, 
they  were  fubjeft  to  laws  to  which  they  had  never  affented. 

To  be  relieved  from  a  fervitude  that  had  degraded  the  colony,  and 
now  gave  diflatisfadion  to  every  one,  ih6  council,  the  court  of  af* 
fizes,  and  the  corporation  of  New- York,  concurred  in  foliciting  the 
Duke  "  to  permit  the  people  to  participate  in  the  legiflative  power/'> 

9k  The  foregoing  remarks  are  grounded  on  the  authorities  of  Dr.  Rttfti  and  Dr. 
Mitchill,  who  have  pubiilbed  the,  refult  of  their  inquiries  io  Mr.  Carey's  Mufeum, 
vols.  6th  and  7  th.  ' 

The 


OF   THE    MIDDLE    STAT-ES>  ^9'f, 

The  Duke,  though  ftrongly  prejudiced  againft  democratic  aflfcra,-. 
^lies,  yet,  in  expedation  that  the  inhabitants  would  agree  to  raiic. 
mo.ney  to  difchargethe  public  debts,  and  to  fettle  fucha  fund  for  thj^ 
future  as  might  be  fufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the  government 
9Jjd  garrifoo,  inforined  the  heutenant-governor,  in  1682,  that  <«  h% 
intended  to  eftaWifli  the  fame  frame  of  government  as  tiie  other  plan^ 
Rations  enjoyed,  particularly  in  the  ehoofing  of  an  aflembly." 

Mr.  Dongan  was  appointed  governor  in  September,  and  iriHruaed 
to  call  an  aflembly,  to  confift  of  a  council  of  ten,  and  of  a  houjTe  of 
reprefentatives,  chofen  by  the  freeholders,  of  the  number  of  eighteen 
xnembers.  The  aflembly  was  empowered  to  make  laws  for  the; 
people,  agreeable  to  the  general  jurifprudence  of  the  itate  of  Eng- 
land, which  fliould  be  of  no  force,  however,  without  the  ratification 
of  the  proprietary.  ^«  Thus  the  inhabitants  of  New-York,  after  be- 
i^ig  ruled  almoft  twenty  years  at  the  will  of  the  Duke's  deputies,  were 
^rfl  admitted  to  participate  in  the  legiflative  power." 

An  aflembly  was  called  on  governor  Dongan's  arrival,  which  paf*- 
&d  an  aft  of  general  naturalization,  in  order  to  give  equal  privilegeji 
to  the  various  kinds  of  people  then  inhabiting  the  province ;  toge- 
ther with  an  aft  **  declaring  the  liberties  of  the  people ;"  as  alfo  one 
V  for  defraying  the  reqyifite  charges  of  government  for  a  limited  time.** 
The  Icgiflature  wa^  convened  oi)ce  more  in  Auguft  1684,  when  it 
explained  the  laft  aft.  Thefe  feem  to  have  been  the  only  affemblie* 
^lled  prior  to  the  revolution. 

When  the  Duke  became  King  of  England,  he  refufed  to  confirm 
that  grant  of  privileges  to  which  as  Duke  he  had  agreed.  He  eftab- 
liflied  a  real  tyratuiy,  and  reduced  New-York  once  more  to  the  dc-, 
plorable  conditiojci  of  a  conquered  province. 

NEW  JERSEY. 
New-Jerfey,  which  was  alfo  taken  from  the  Dutch  (who  were  con- 
fidcred  as  having  no  right  to  any  of  th^ir  fettlements  in  thefe  parts  of 
America)  was  included  in  the  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York.  The 
Duke  difpofed  of  it  to  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George  Carteret,  in 
^664,  who  being  fole  proprietors,  for  the  better  fettlement  of  it 
agreed  upon  certain  conHitutions  of  government,  fo  well  relifhed, 
that  the  eaftern  parts  were  fbon  confiderably  peopled.  One  of  the 
ftipulations  was,  "  no  qualified  pcrfon,  at  any  time,  fhall  be  any 
^ays  molefted,  punifhed,  difquieted,  or  called  into  queftion,  for  any 
difference  in  opinion  or  praftice  in  matters  of  rehgious  concernments, 
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who  iloes  not  aftually  difhirb  the  civil  peace  of  the  province  ;  but  afl 
mod  every  fiich  perfon  and  perfons  may,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all 
times,  freely  and  fnlly  have  and  enjoy  his  and  their  judgments  and 
confciences,  in  matters  of  religion,  they  behaving  themfelves  peace- 
ably and  quietly,  and  not  ufing  this  liberty  to  licentioufnefs,  nor  to 
the  civil  injury  or  outward  difturbance  of  others;  **  any  law,  fta- 
tute,  or  claule  contained,  or  to  be  contained,  ufage  or  cuftom 
€ii  the  realm  of  England,  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  notwith- 
landing.'? » 

The  lords  proprietors  further  agreed,  ^  for  the  better  fecurity  of  aH 
the  inhabitants  in  the  province — ^that  they  are  not  to  impofe,  nor  suf- 
TE*  TO  BE  imposed,  any  tax,  cuftom,  fubfidy,  tallage,  aflclTment,  or 
any  other  duty'whatfoever,  upon  any  ccJour  or  pretence,  upon  the  faid 
province  and  inhabitants  thereof,  other  than  what  fhall  be  impofed 
by  the  authority  andconfent  of  the  General  A(rembly."f'  What  can 
more  llrongly  exprefs  the  then  opinion  of  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir 
George  Carteret,  as  to  the  parliament's  having  no  right  to  tax  the 
inbaWtaata  of  the  province,  poflefTed  by  them  as  lords  pro^ 
-prietors  ! 

Lord  Berkley  fold  his  moiety  of  the  province  to  John  Fenwick,  la 
truft  for  Edward  Byllinge  and  his  affigns  in  1674.  After  which  the 
proprietors,  E.  Byllinge,  William  Penn,  Gawen  Lawrie,  Nicholas 
L»cas,  and *Edmond  Warner,  of  the  Quaker  perfuafion,  agreed  with 
Sir  George  Carteret  upon  a  divifion,  1676 ;  and  that  his  moiety  Should 
be  called  New  Eaft-Jerfey,  and  their's  New  Weft-Jerfey.  The  agree- 
ment refpe^ing  the  not  impofing  or  fuffering  to  be  impofed  any 
tax,  &c»  was  adopted ;  the  other  ftipulation  is  worded  fomewhat 
differently ;  "  no  men,  nor  number  of  men  upon  earth,  hath 
power  or  authority  to  rule  over  men's  confciences  in  religious  mat-. 
ters  ;  therefore  it  is  confented,  agreed  and  ordained,  that  no  perfon 
or  perfons  whatfoever  within  the  province,  at  any  time  or  tbnes 
hereafter,  fhall  be  any  ways,  upon  sny  pretence  whatfoever,  called 
in  qucftion,  or  in  the  lead  punilliedor  hurt,  either  in  perfon,  eftate, 
cr  privilege, V for  the  fake  of  his  opinion,  judgment,  faith,  or  wor- 
fhip  towards  God,  in  matters  of  religion ;  but  that  all  and  every  fuch 
perfon  and  perfo^is  may,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  tiipes,  freely 
and  fully  have  and  enjoy  his  and  their  judgments,  and  the  exercife  of- 
their  confciences,  in  matters  of  religious  worlhip,  throughout  all  the 


*  SraiiK"s  Hiftory  of  New-Jcrfev,  p*  51 3^  f.  Ibid.  p.  517. 
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province."*  It  was  alfo  agreed,  "  that  all  eledions  be  not*  deter^ 
jiiined  by  the  common  and  confufed  way  of  cries  and  voices,  but  by 
putting  balls  into  balloting  boxes,  to  be  provided  for  that  purpofc, 
for  the  prevention  of  all  partiality,  and  whereby  every  man  may  freely 
choofe  according  to  his  own  judgment  and  honeft  intention."f 

Soon  after,  many  Quakers  rcfortcd  to  Weft-Jerfey  from  Engkn<i^ 
and  the  country  filled  apace.  But  the  people  early  experienced  tha* 
dreadful  effe(^8  of  arbitrary  power.  Major  Andros,  the  governor  of 
New- York,  in^pofed  ten  per  cent,  on  all  goods  imported  at  the  Hoar-r 
Kill,:J:  and  demanded  five  per  cent,  of  the  fettlers  at  arrival  or  afteiJ. 
ward,  though  neither  Weft-Jerfey,  nor  the  Hoar-Kill,  was  le- 
gally under  his  jurifdidion.  They  complained  of  the  hardflii^ 
from  the  firft,  but  bore  it  patiently,  till  about  1680,  when  applica- 
tion was  made  to  the  Duke  of  York,  who  referred  the  matter  to  th^ 
council,  where  it  refted  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  then  was  re- 
ported in  their  favour,  and  the  duty  ordered  to  be  difcontinued. 
Among  the  arguments  ufed  by  Meffrs.  William  Penn,  George  Hut- 
chinfon  and  others,  chiefly,  if  not  all  quakers,  in  the  paper  pre- 
fented  to  the  Duke's  commiffioners,  were  thefe,  *' powers  of  govern* 
ment  are  exprefsly  granted  in  the  conveyance  Lord  Berkley  made  uSp 
for  that  only  could  have  induced  us  to  buy  it ;  and  the  reafon  it 
plain,  becaufe  to  all  prudent  men,  the  government  of  any  place  19 
jiiore  inviting  than  the  foil  >  for  what  is  good  land  without  good 
laws  ?  the  better  the  worfc.  And  if  we  could  not  alTure  people  of  an 
cafy  and  free,  and  fafe  government,  both  with  refpeft  to  their  {pir 
ritual  and  worldly  property,  that  is,  an  uninterrupted  liberty  of  con-^ 
fcience,  and  an  inviolable  pofleffion  of  their  civil  rights  and  freer 
doms,  by  a  juft  and  wife  government,  a  mere  wildernefs  would  be  na 
encouragement ;  for  it  were  a  madnefs  to  leave  a  free,  good,  and 
improved  country,  to  plant  in  a  wildernefs,  and  there  adventure  many 
thouilmds  of  pounds,  to  give  an  abfolute  title  to  another  perfon  to  tax 
tis  at  will  and  pleafure.  Natural  right  and  human  prudence  oppofb 
fuch  doftrine  all  the  woild  over,  as  fays,  **  that  people,  free  by  law, 
and  under  their  prince  at  home,  are  at  his  mercy  in  the  plantation^ 
abroad."  The  king's  grant  ;o  the  Duke  of  York  is  plainly  reftric- 
tive  to  the  laws  and  government  of  England.     Now,  we  humbly  con- 

*  Smith,  p.  528,  529.  f  Ibid.  536- 

X  Corrupted  ty  time  info  WliOrc-Kill.  The  names  of  many  rivers,  in  New- 
York  government  partitulaily,  terra:L:ats  with  ki/fj  which  naeani  bolh  river  and 
wvulet^ 
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•cefive,  it  is  made  a  fundamental  in  oar  conftitution  ahd  governmefif^ 
•fliat  the  King  of  England  cannot  juftly  take  his  fubje6ts  goods  with^ 
'out  their  confent :  this  heeds  no  more  to  be  proved  than  a  principTeV 
k  is  jus  indigenei^  an  home-bom  right,  declared  to  be  laiiV  by  direri  ' 
ftatutesf-;  as  in  the  gr^at  charter,  t:h.  19,  and  thirty-fourth  Ed.  IP. 
Tth.  2  ;  again  twenty-ftfth  Ed.  ch.  7.*  To  give  up  the  powei*  of 
tttakkiglaws  is  to  change  the  gbvernment,  to  fell  or  rather  relign  our- 
felv^s  to  the  will  of  another,  and  tfiat  fbr  nothing ;  for  we  buy  nothing 
of  the  Duke,  if  not  the  right  of  ati  nndifturbed  colonizing,  with  no  dii- 
nfjinution-,  bttt  expe(^tion  of  fome  increafe  of  thofe  freedoms  and  privi^ 
leges  enjoyed  in  our  own  country.  We  humbly  fay,  that  we  have  not 
foil  any  part  of  our  liberty  by  leaving  our  country ;  but  we  tranfplant  to 
a  place,  with  exprefs  fimitation  to  ere6t  no  piolity  contrary  to  the  ef- 
tablifhed  government  (of  En^and)  \mt  as  near  as  may  be  to  it ;  and 
this  variation  is  allowed,  but  for  tlie  fake  of  emergencies ;  and  that 
latitiide  bounded  with  thefe  words,  for  the  g^trd  of  the  adnjenturer  and 
fhinter.  This  tax  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Dtikc's  conveyances,  but; 
is  an  after  bufineft.  Had  the  planters  foi^feen  it?^  they  would  foonet 
have  taken  up  in  any^  other  plantation  in  America  (a  plain  intimation 
ifeat  no  fuch  tax  was  irtipofed'  ih  any  other  American  plantation.) 
Befide,  there  is  no  end  of  this  power ;  for  finCe  we  are  by  this  prece- 
dentafleffed  whhout  ^ny  law,  and  thfeiieby  excluded  our  Englifli  right 
lof  commofn  aflfent  to  taxes ;  what  fecurity  have  we  of  any  thing  wfe 
^fiefs  ?  We  can  call  nothing  otir  own,  but  are  tenants  at  will>  not 
only  for  the  foil,  but  for  all  oui*  i)erfonal  eftates ;  we  endure  pe- 
Jiury,  and  the  fweat  of  our  brou^,  to  imjirove  them  at  out  own  ha- 
Ijtanl  only.  This  is  to  tranfplant  from  good  to  bad.  This  fort  ot 
-condud  has  deftroyed  government,  but  never  raifed  one  to  any  trufe 
^eatne    .f* 

The  paper  prefented  to  the  Duke's  commiffioners  evidently 
proves^  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  thofe  gentlemen,  who  were  Qua- 
kers, that  no  tax  could  be  jirftly  impofed  upon  the  inhabitants  with- 
out then*  own  confent  firfr  had,  and  by  the  authority  of  their  own 
General  Afiembly.  The  report  of  the  council  in  favour  of  the  ag- 
grieved, and  the  relief  that  followed,  were  virtual  concelEons  to  the 
fame  purport.     This  will  apt  be  judged  wholly  unprecedented  by 

*  The  manufcript  copy  contains  a  number  of  authorities  from  Bradoh^  Fortefque,' 
|}x  Petition  of  Right,  &d     See  Smith,  p.  lio,  the  note. 
t  Sfflitk,  p.  117,  las. 

thoff 
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th©fe  who  are  acquainted  with  what  happened  relative  to  thccopn- 
^-palatine  and  city  of  CheAer,  ,in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  the  i^eign  o( 
Henry  VIII.  The  inhabitants  complained  In  a  petition  to  the  king, 
*'  that  for  want  of  knights  and  burgcffes  iti  the.  court  of  parliament 
they  fuftained  manifold  damages,  not  only  in  their  lands,  goods,  ^nd 
bodies,  but  in  the  civil  and.  politic  governance  and  maintenance  or 
the  commonwealth  of  their  faid  coupty  i  and  that  while  they  had 
been  always  bound  by  the  afts.and  ftatutes  of  the  faid  court  of  par- 
liament, the  fame  as  other  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs  that  had 
knights  and  burgefles  in  faid  court,  they  had  often  been  touched  and 
grieved  with  adts  and  llatiites  made  within  the  faid  court,  as  well  de^ 
rogatory  unto  the  mqft  ancient  jurifdidions,  liberties,  and  privileges 
of' the  faid  county -palatine,  as  prejudicial  unto  the  commonweafth^ 
quietnefs  and  peace  of  his  majefty*s  fiibjeds.*'  They  propofed  to  the 
king,  as  a  remedy,  "  that  it  would  pleafe  his  highnefs,that  it  be  enafted^ 
with  the  aflent  of  the  lords  fpi ritual  and  temporal,  and  by  the  com- 
ihons  in  parliament  affembled,  that  from  the  end  of  the  feffion  the 
county-palatine  ihall  have  two  knights  for  the  faid  county,  and  like- 
wife  two  citizens  to  be  burgefles  for  the  city  of  Chefter,"  The  com- 
plaint ahd  remedy  were  thought  to  be  fo  juftand  reafonable,  that  the 
relief  for  which  they  prayed  was  granted,  and  they  were  admitted  td 
fend  reprefentatives  to  parliament* 

Pennsylvania  And  deLaWare. 

Mr«.  William  Penn,  one  of  the  joint  purchafers  of  the  weibrn  part 
of  the  jerfeys,  having  received  corrfedt  information  of  the  country  to 
the  weft  ward  of  the  Delaware,  while  engaged  in  the  adminiftration  of 
^he  joint  purchafe,  became  defirous  of  acquiring  a  feparate  eftate. 

He  aaJotdingly  prefented  a  petition  to  Charles  II.  in  June,  1680^ 
Hating  not  only  his  relationlliip  to  the  late  admiral j  but  that  he  was 
deprived  of  a  debt  due  fron)  the  crown  when  the  exchequer  wa$  (hut, 
iand  praying  for  a  grant  of  lands,  lying  to  the  northward  of  Mary- 
land, and  weftward  of  the  Delaware  :  adding,  that  by  his  intcreft  he 
fiiould  be'able  to  fettle  a  province  which  might  in,  time  repay  his  claims^ 

Having  the  profpei^l  of  fuccefs,  he  copied  from  the  charter  of 
Mar}'land  the  iketch  of  a  patent,  which  in  November  was  laid  bejfore 
the  attorney-general  for  his  opinion.  Mr.  Penn  had  the  fame  obJ9<3l 
In  view  as  Lord  Baltimore,  the  guarding  againft  the  exertions  of  pre* 
t-ogative,  which  botk  had  found  to  be  very  inconvenient*  The  at* 
tomey-general  declared  the  claufe  of  exemption  from  taxation  illegal  t 
and  Chief  Juflicc  North  being  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  obferving  its 
'   VoL.IL  P  P  jf»a 
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tendency,  addibd,  «^  fdVidg  of  ±t  Authority  6f  the^-EnglHh  part^tf* 
mentV*  fo  that  it  ^^^^  ffipulated  by  the  king,  for  hirtifdf  and  hift  fuc- 
,deflor^,  "  th^t  no  xaiilbm  Cr  6ther  cbtitribmioti  flionW  be  fetid  dn  the 
inhabitants  or  thtfir  eftatw,  unlefe  by  the  cdnferit  of  the  pfoprtotary 
ot  goVertior  and  aflfembly,  fir  by  aft  of  parliament  in  England.** 

IThfe  next  yeaf  thfc  patent  was  granted  b  confideration  of  **  <he 
m^fits  of  the  father,  ^d  the  gcfod  purpdes  of  the  fon,  in  otder  to 
extend  the  fitiglilli  empire,  and  to  promote  ufeful  commocHtics/* 
It  yvz$  provided,^  that  the  foverdgnty  of  the  king  fliould  be  pre* 
ferved,  ^nd  a^s  of  parliarticnt  concerning  trade  and  navigation, 
atid  the  cultoms  duly  obfervcd.  Mr.  Penn  was  etopot^ered  to* 
aifemble  the  freemen  or  their  delegates,  in  fuch  form  as  he  fhould 
ihink  proper,  for  raidng  money  for  the  ufcs  of  the  colony,  and  for 
making  ufeful  laws,, not  contrary  to  thofe  of  England  or  the  rights  of 
the  kingdom.  Duplicates  of  the  acfls  of  the  Aflembly  were  to  be  tranf- 
muted  within  five  years  to  the  king  in  council,  and  the  afts  might  be 
declared  void  within  fix  months,  if  not  approved. 

The  lioVfel  introdudion  of  the  claufe  fubjeding  the  inhabitants  of 
f  ennfylvania  to  taxation  by  aft  of  parliament,  might  afford  an  argu- 
ment againft  being  fo  taxed,  to  all  the  colonies  whofe  charters  con* 
tained  no  fuch  claufe.  Dr.  Franklin  being  afked,  when  examined  by 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  time  of  the  llamp  a£t^  *'  Seeing  there 
is  in  the  Pennfylvania  charter^  an  exprefs  refervation  of  the  right,  of 
parliament  to  lay  taxes  there,  how  could  the  Aflembly  aflerf,  that  lay- 
jirig  a  tax  on  them  by  the  Aamp  a£l  was  an  infringement  of  their 
rights  ?"  anfwered,  "  They  underftand  it  thus — By  the  fame  char- 
ter and  otherwife,  they  are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  liberties 
©f  ErigTifhihcn.  They  find  fnthe  great  charters  and  the  petition  and 
dewlarition  of  rights,  that  one  of  the  privileges  of^Englifh  fubjcds  if, 
that  they  are  riot  to  be  taxed  but  by  their  own  confent ;  they  have 
therefore  relied  upon  it;  from  the  firft  fettlement,  that  the  parliament 
lievef  would  or  .could,  by  colour  of  that  claufe,  tax  them  till  it  had 
qualified  itfelf  for  the  exercife  of  fuch  right,  by  admitting  reprefenta«* 
tives  from  the  people  to  be  taxed.'''  Governor  Nicholfon's  language 
Wa^  to  the  fame  piirpofe ;  writing  to  the  board  of  trade  in  1698,  he 
bbfcfV^,  that  **  a  great  many  people  of  all  the  colonies  think,  that  no 
ikW  ot  Efi^ftd  ought  to  be  binding  to  them  without  their  own 
cohftht ;  fot  they  fay,  they  have  no  repr^fentatives  fent,  from  them- 
felves  to  (hd  parliament  of  England.'*  ~ 

In  May,  J/Tr.  Perin  detached  Mr/Markham,  his  klofman,  with  a  fmall 
i^hiTgrafioii,  in  order  to  ^take  pofleflion  of  the  country  and  prep^e  it 

'^  .  foi 
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fo(r  a  mote  njunerous  colony ;  and  Mr.  Markham  }ia4  it  in  charge  to 
p^ty  aji  iMiWane  attention  to  the  rights  of  the  Indians. 

Th^  frame  of  goyc^ment  for  Pennfyly^nia  was  pyhliihed  in 
April,  -jAS*  ;  &qd  as  a  fypplenacnt  i^  the  fubfcqucnt  Majr,  a  body 
iof  law?  were  ?igreed  upon  by  the  proprietary' and  adventurers, 
ivhich  was  intended  as  a  great  charter,  and  does  honour  to  their  wif- 
dom  as  ftatefmcn,  their  morals  as  men,  and  their  fj)irit  as  coloniih. 

Tbcfc  Jaw$,  which  were  termed  probationary,  were  to  be  fub« 
noitt^  to  th^  explanation  and  confirmation  pf  the  firft  General 
-AiTen^bly  which  fhould  be  convened  hi  the  province.  This  was  im- 
^ajbtedly  a  priident  meafure,  for  events  made  it  manifeft  that  ^ 
)^ter  acquaintance  with  the  local  circumftances  of  the  country,  ;-en- 
ietod  pfiany  changes  necelTary ;  nor  was  this  the  ouJy  advantage,  for 
l>y  this  agreement  the  authority  of  the  legiflature  was  eftabliihcd,  and 
jeodered  neccflary  in  all  future  laws  and  regulations. 

Mr.  Penn,  defirous  of  extending  his  territory  fouthward  tO'the 
Cbeiapeak,  folicited  the  Duke  of  York  for  a  grant  of  the  Delaware 
•colony ;  JUid  accordingly  the  prince  conveyed  to  him,  in  the  month 
of  Auguft,  the  town  of  Newcaftlc,  with  a  territory  of  twelve  miles 
round,  a^  alfo  that  tra6l  of  land  extending  fouthward  from  it  upon 
ibePi^aware  to  cape  Henlopen. 

.  For  a  cpnfiderable  portion  of  this  grant  Lord  Baltimore  put  in  a 
claup,  and  three  feveral,  applications  were  m^de,  on  behalf  of  his 
JUprdfliip,  to  the  Executive  Government  of  England;  it  appears, 
however,  by  the  feveral  orders  of  council  made  in  confequence  of 
thefe  applications,  and  dated  1683,  1685,  and  1709,  thatf  they  con- 
fidered  his  Lordfliip's  daim  as  unfounded,  and  of  confequence  cqn- 
finned  the  grant  made  tp  Mr.  Penn. 

V/hcfif  for  the  firft  time,  Mr.  P«enn  arrived  on  the  bianks  of  the  De- 
ism^up^f  Oiloberthe  ;24tb,  be  found  them  inhabited  by  thrjee  thoufand 
j>eri0n$,  compofed  of  Swedes,  Dutch,  Finlanders^  and  Englifli,     Not 
regally  bis  -own  colonifts,  but  the  reft,  received  him  with  joy  and  re- 
ffi.£k»    He  was  accompanied  by  about  two  thouiand  emigrants,  who 
b^ijjg  either  Quakers  c^*  other  dillenters,  fought  the  enjoyment  of 
fbeir  religious  fentlments  in  a  country  that  offered  a  peaceful  afylum  to 
the  perfecuted.    Mr.  Penn  immediately  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the 
Jodi^s,  and  purchafed  from  them  as  much  of  the  foil  as  the  circum- 
ftances of  the  colony  required,  for  a  price  that  gave  theift  fatisfa^lion  : 
be  alC?  fettled  with  them  a  very  kind  corr^ipondence.    In  December 
b^  convened  the  fir  ft  Affembly  at  Chefterj,  confiftiog  of  fevcnty-two 
4eJeg^tes  from  tin;  fix  cpunties,  into  which  they  bad  divided-Pepnfyl- 

P  p  a  vania. 


2g%  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

*  vania,  and  the  Delaware  colony,  foon  after  denominated  the  territorie»t 
The  inhabitants  propofed  that  the  deputies  might  ferve  both  for  the 
provincial  council  and  General  Aflembly ;  three  out  of  every  county 
for  tha  former,  and  nine  for  the  latter.  Their  propofals  were^  paiTed 
])y  the  Aflembly  without  hefitatioa  into  an  a6t  of  fettlement.  The 
perfons  returned  were  declared  to  be  the  legal  council  and  Aflembly, 
and  every  county  was  empowered  to  fend  the  fame  number  in  future, 
which  in  the  fame  manner  fliould  conftitute  the  legiflaturs ;  and  after 
the  addition  of  a  few  other  explanations,  the  modified  frame  of 
government  was  folemnly  recognifed  and  .accepted,  An  a£t  was  then 
pafled,  annexing  the  territories  to  the  province,  and  communicating 
to' the  one  the  fame  privileges,  government  and  laws,  as  the  other 
already  enjoyed.  Every  foreigner  who  promifed  allegiance  to  the  king^ 
and  obedience  to  the  laws,  was  declared  to  be  a  freeman,  and  entitled 
tq  his  'fights.  By  the  legillative  regulations^  eflabliflied  as  fundamen- 
tals by  thig  Alfembly,  fa^^ors  who  wronged  their  employers  were  to 
make  fatisfa<^ion,  and  one-third  over — not  only  the  goods,  but  the 
lands  of  the  debtor  were  fubje^led  to  the  payment  of  debts— every 
thing  which  excited  t|ie  people  to  rudenefs,  cruelty  and  irreligion, 
was  to  be  difcouraged  and  feverely  puniflied — no  perfon  acknow-  . 
ledging  one  God,  and  living  peaceably  m  fociety,  was  to  be  molefted 
for  hi3  opinions  or  pra^ice,  or  to  be  compelled  to  frequent  or  ^nain- 
|;ain  any  miniftry  whatfoeyer.  It  was  a  principle  of  the  great  char- 
'  ter,  that  children  (hould  be  taught  fom.e  ufeful  trade^  to  the  end  that 
pone  might  be  idle,  but  that  the  poor  man  might  work  to  live,  and 
the  rich,  if  they  became  poor,  might  not  want. 

The  ad  of  fettlement  not  giving  fatisfa^kion,  a  fecond  frame  was 
prepared  by  Mr.  Penn,v  agreeing  partly  with  the  firft,  and  modified 
according  to  the  a£t  of  fettlement  in  certain  particulars,  but  in  fome 
pieafure  different  frop  both :  to  this  the  aflfent  of  the  next  Aflembly 
was  in  1683  given  ;  but  in  time  it  Ihared  the  fate  of  the  fo'rrper. 

In  i68^  Mr.  Penn  departed  for  Englai^d,  at  which  tinie  it  appear^ 
that  the  interefts  and  paffions  of  the  ifetflers  had  produced  a  diverfiiy 
of  ff  ptim^nt,  which  was  probably  increafed  ^fter  the  departure  of 
^he  proprietary ;  for  we  find  the  deputy-governor  Blackwell,  who 
pntered  on  his  government  in  1688,  bringing  this  charge  againft 
them.  If  is  evident,  however,  that  thefe  diflenfions  and  animofitie^ 
])ore  no  r^fen^blancp  to  thofe  **  vioknt  dijfhnjrons^^  with  which  they 
^ave  been  charged.  Indeed,  on  as  particular  an  inveftigation  of  this 
iubjeft  a^  we  have  found  it  poflible  to  make,  it  appears  more  than 
J^fTobablCj^hat  this  charge  is  like  mo|l  of  thofe  brpught  forwai^ 


OF    THE    MIDDLE   STATED*  SpJ 

by  overbeaping  governors,  when  tinable  to  eflfeft  their  own  fchcmcs^ 
Blackwell  certainly  was  oppofed  in  his  views  by  the  Pennfylvanians  ; 
and  this  may  very  eafily  account  for  the  charge  he  brought  again!: 
them  ;    and  this  opinion  appears  warranted  by  the  anfwer  they 
made  to  it.     They  obferve,  that  '*  As  for  the  charge  of  animofities 
and  diifenfions  amongft  us  before  thy  coming  here,  it  is  fo  general 
that  we  can  make  no  farther  anfwer,  than  that  in  matters  of  go- 
▼cmment  our  appi^henfions  were  otherwife,  the  end  of  good  govern- 
ment being  anfwered,  in  that  power  was  fupported  in  reverence  with 
the  people,  and  the  people  were  fecured  from  the  abufe  of  powe^r,** 
The    government    of  Pennfylvania    was    adminiflered    in   the 
•  name  of  James  II.  for  Some  time  after  William  and  Mary  weit 
formally  proclaimed  in  fome  of  the  other  colonies.    This  circum- 
ilance  was  improved  by.  the  enemies  of  Mr.  Penn  to  his  dtfadvair- 
tage.    His  attachment  to  the  unhappy  prin9e  who  had  been  drivem. 
from  the  throne  was  held  forth  in  fuch  a  light,  as  to  caufe  him  to 
be  confidcred  by  many  as  an  enemy  to  the  Proteftant  religion ;  and 
he  appears  for  fome  time  to  have  been  excepted  out  of  the  aft  <>f 
grace  pafled  by  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  who  appointed 
Col.  Fletcher  governor  of  both  New- York  and  Pennfylvania  in  1693. 
In  the  conwniffion  no  manner  of  regard  feems  to  have  bqen  had 
to  the  original  charter.   But  when  the  Aflembly  met,  though  fixteea 
(hort  in  number  to  what  had  been  before  ufual,  through  the  change 
made  in  the  writs,  they  paiTed  a  vote  «rw.  f<?«.  *•  That  the  laws  of 
this  province,  which  were  in  force  and  praftice  before  the  arrival  of 
this  prefent  governor,  are  flill  in  force :  and  that  the  Aflembly  have 
a  right  humWy  to  move  the  governor  for  a  continuation  or  confirma- 
tion of  the  fame.'^     That  and  fubfequent  Aflemblies  (hewed  fuch  a 
fixed  deterpnination  to  fecure  their  rights,  that  neither  governor  nor 
lieutenant-governor  could  bring  them  to  bend  to  their  wiihes. 

The  charges  brought  againft  Mr.  Penn,  of  being  the  friend  of 
popery  and  arbitrary  government,  were  certainly  unfounded.  That 
-  from  hjs  father's  ftation,  and  his  pwn  public  fpirit,  he  obtained  free 
accefs  to  the  court,  and  was  efteemed  and  fiivourably  received  by 
Kirig  James,  is  certain  5  and  that  a  man  of  an  amiable  difpofitioif. 
and  goodnefs  of  heart  (hould  feel  the  attachment  of  gratituck^ 'iffv 
peither  wonderful  wor  blameworthy.  But  though  his  perfbnd  at* 
tachment  to  James  was  great,  in  no  one  inftatice  does  he  appear  to 
have  adopted  his  arbitrary  fyftcm  of  politics,  or  his  religious  pre- 
judjces.  The  adminiftration  of  the  government  of  Pennfylvania  "in 
the, name  of  James,  after  the  reyolution,  ought  not  therefore  tp^bc 
'—  '  ,  ."ijrttK'' 
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.9tSnbfifrci  to  nxij  vbitnuy  prmcipkf  af  hU»  and  mtfdi  lefr-ooght  fc 
Sabe  attriboM  to  aoy^  4efercoce  chc  fettlers  felt  Car  the  pit>prietafy's 
fortialky  for  a  pniire»  whofe  abdicated  tlmme  wsis  fiUcd  wkh  f^ch 
^pneral  iatisfadioa.  Tbe  more  probi^  caufe  wa%  the  in^toqr  aiul 
^comparative  iofignificancy  of  the  coloay,  which  might  occafi^p 
'Ihe  propo-  meaiures  lor  dlablifliiog  the  aothonQrof  thePrinceof 
.Qrapge  to  be  delayed.  Certaia  It  is,  that  when  proper  in^fiires 
w^e  take3  for  Che  piirpofe  they  met  with  oo  (^>po&tioB,  aor  did 
«oy  circumftance  occur  which  might  lead  to  a  coaciufioa,  that  it  was 
rcpugnaot  to  the  wilbes  of  either  the  proprietary  or  fettlers. 

In  16969  Mr.  Peon  was  reftored  to  his  right  of  n^CQAng  a  gorer- 
•^or,  at  well  as  all  his  other  privileges.  The  goyermneoty  1^  this  a^ 
jaotift  be  oonfidered  as  openly  renouncing  the  fufpicioos  it  had  u»* 
jnflly  entertained  againft  a  virtuous  man,  and  declarii^  the  malevi^ 
Jeot  chargts  e:^ibited  agatnft  him  to  be  unfounded* 

In  the  beginning  of  1700  be  went  to  Pennfylvania,  and  aifter  the 
loeeting  of  ieveral  ASttsAAics^  he  convened  one  in  September,  1701* 
nA  informed  them  of  the  iudifpeniable  neceffity  he  was  under  of 
9gafO  jgoing  to  England,  to  obviate  fome  ill  offices  done  by  his  and 
tfacir  enemies^ with  the  government  there;  he  at  the  faqie  time 
vrged  them  to  take  proper  meafures  to  fequre  ihear  privileges  and 
properties*.  He  further  offered  to  leave  the  nomiaatioQ'of  thede* 
puty-goveroor  lo  tbemfelvcs,  but  they  declined  it.  - 

The  Affcmbly,  agreeably  with  Mr.  Penn'iJ  j)equeft,  entered  w^M»e 
coafidcratton  of  a  charter  of  privileges ;  this  charter  occafioned  a 
breach  between  tbe  members  of  the  province  and  thofe  oi  the  ter* 
■  jritories ;  the  jatter  infiilijsg  upon  feme  priv^egesf  which,,  when  re- 
fttfed  by  iht  others,  made  them  wididraw  from  the  meeting.  By 
the  aiitiiorily  and  addrefs  of  the  proprietary,  however,  the  bretach 
was  apparently  made  up,  and  a  charter  of  privUeges  prepared,  and 
ratified  before  Mr.  Penn  embarked^  which  became  the  rule  of  go- 
irernmest  in  Pennfyirania.  By  this  inaportant  charter  liberty  of  fon-^ 
fctenee  was  granted,  and  all  Chri^ians,  of  whptev^  denomiiia^i<;>n, 
were  enabled  to  ferve  the  government  either  legiflativsely  or  eK«:ii- 
tivcly.  This  charter  is  a  fhinding  monpment,  and  an  incontroJ 
vertiWe  proof,  that  neither  Mr.  Penn  nor  the  fettlers  (rf  Pennfylwnia, 
were  H^waM  by  gloomy  ftiperftkion  or  arbitrary  prin<4plj5s. 

By  ithe  feeond  jWticle  of  the  charter  it  was.  provided,  that  ^  Af-» 
'fcmbly  flwjM  be  yearly  diofen  by  the  freemen,  toconftft  of  f9ur 
.})erfoQ3  <wt  pf  esch  «oi«uy,  or  of  a  greater  number,  if  the  gover- 
nor and  Aflfcrobly  flioul^  fc  jtgree,  ou  the  tft  of  O^obec,  apd 

ihould 
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ftioutd  fit  on  the  14th  following,  with  power  to  chdfe  a  fpeakcr  an<f 

otlier  officers,  and  be  judges  x^f  the  qualifications  and  deftions  <if 

t^elf  own  members ;  fit  upon  thcif  own  ^journments,  prepare  biE% 

impeach  criminals,  and  redrefs  grievances ;    and  p^fleft  all  other 

powers  and  privileges  of  an  Aflembl}^,  according  to  the  righis  of  tbd 

free-born  fybjefts  of  England,  and  the  cuftoms  obfcrvcd  in  any  of 

the  king's  plantations  in  Anicrica.   If  any  county  or  counties  fhould 

neglect  to  fend  deputies,  thofe  who  met,  provided  they  wereno* 

fewer  in  number  than  two- thirds  of  the  whole,  were  to  be  xronfi-' 

diered  as  the  legal  i^prefentatives  of  the  province. 

'    By  the  eighth  article,  in  cafes  of  fuicide,  all  property  was  to  de* 

fcend  to  the  next  heirs,  as;  if  the  deceafcd  had  died  a  natural  death  j- 

nor  was  the  governor  to  be  entitled  to  any  forfeittirc,  if  a  perfoa 

ihould  be  killed  by  cafualty  or  accident.    The  fame  article  provided; 

that  nu  a^,  law  or  ordinance  whatfoever,  (hould  at  any  time  aftet 

be  mad(6,  to  alter  or  diminifli  the  form  or  effcd  of  this  charter,  or' 

of  any  part  of  it,  M'ithout  the  confent  of  the  governor  for  the  time 

beings  and  fix  parts  in  feven  of  the  Affembly  met — that  the  firft  ar» 

tick,  relating  to  liberty  of  confcience,  fliouW  be  kept  without  any 

Alteration  Inviolably — and  that  WilHam  Penn,  for  himfelf,  &c.  did 

fbkmnly  declare,*  that  neither  he,  &c.  fhould  do  any  thing  whereby 

the  liberties  in  this  charter  contained,  nor  any  part  thereof,  ihould 

be  infringed ;  and  tliat  if  any  thing  fhould  be  done  by  any  perfoa 

contrary  thereto,  it  fhould  be  held  of  no  effect. 

This  new  conflitution  differed  greatly  firom  the  original.  The 
governor  might  nominate  his  own  coimcil,  and  he  was  left  (ingle  in 
the  executive  part  of  the  government,  and  had  liberty  to  reflrain  the 
Jegiflativc,  by  rcfufing  his  afTent  to  their  bills.  The  Aflembly,  -on 
th^  pther  hand,  acquired  tht  important  privilege  of  propounding 
laws,  a8  well  as  of  amending  or  rejeding  them ;  but  though  this 
tiew  conftitution  was  thankfully  accepted  by  the  province,  it  wa« 
rejected  by  the  territories  j  and  affairs  flood  in  this  untoward  flate. 
when  the  proprietary  failed  for  England.  The  reprefentatives  of  the 
province  and  th^e  of  the  territories  divided,  and  a£ted  as  two  dif- 
tinft  bodies,  and  the  after  attempts  to  unite  them  proved  ineffe(^ual. 

The  territories  confifted  of  the  three  counties,  Newcaflle,  Kent, 
and  SuiTex  on  the  Delaware,  commonly  knou-n  by  the  name  of  the 
three  Lonjuer  Counties  on  the  Dela'voare. 

From  the  time  of  Mr.  Ptnn'js  departure  for  England  to  the  year 
*I704,  the  difputes  hi  this  province  ran  high.  At  th's'time  the  Af 
fembly  came  to  nine  rcfolution$,  which  were  formed  iuto  a  remoil- 

tlran;5 
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ftrance^  and  fcnt  to  Mr.  P^nn  in  England^  under  the  title  of  "  Hea<:it 
•I  Complamt."    The  three  firft,  only  immediately  apply  to  himfelf ; 
the  next  five  to  offipers  a^ing  under  his  commiflion  ;  and  the  ninth 
ift  an  injundioa  to  hira  not  to  furrender  the  government.     Thofe 
againft  himfelf  import,  ift.  That  by  his  artifices,  the  feveral  charters 
granted  at  the  firfl  fettling  of  the  province  were  defeated:  adly. 
That  the  power  of  dilTolutioA  and  prorogation,  and  calling  AlTem- 
blies  by  his  writs,  granted  to  his  prefent  and  former  deputies,  were 
contrary  to  the  laid  charter ;  and  3diy.  That  he  had  received  great 
fums  of\  money  when  lail  there,  for  negotiating  the  confirmation  of 
their  laws»  tor  nxaking  good  terms  for  the  people  of  the  province^ 
and  ealing  his  friends  there  of  oaths,  &c.  but  that  the  expected  be- 
nefits had  not  appeared*    The  two  firfl  evidently  relate  to  the  alte- 
rations effeiSted  by  the  charter  of  1701.    But  Dr.  Franklin  (in  his 
Hiftorical  Review)  after  comparing  the  privileges  they  had  given  upu 
with  what  they  had  gained  by  that  charter,  admits,  that  "  upon  the 
whole,  there  was  muc/j  more  reafon  for  acknowledgments  than  com- 
plaiols:'*  and  >vith  refpe6t  to  the  laft,  it.  does  not  appear  that  the 
(urns  received'  were  not  faithfully  .expended^  although  the  advan- 
tages they  were  intended  to  procure  might  not  appear  till  afterwards* 
The  ^  other  heads  of  complaint  refer  to  defe(^8  in  the  conflitution, 
or  to  the  opinions,  extortions^  and  other  mal-pra£tices  of  fome  of 
Ihe  officers  of  government,  for  which  the  proprietary  could  be  onfy 
chargeable  on  his  neglect  to  pay  proper  attention  to  thpfe  complaints  5 
which  does  not  appear.   One  0/  the  latter  complaints,  indeed^  is  at<^ 
tributed  to  his  refufal,  in  1701,  to  pafs  a  bill  to  regulate  fees,  &c# 
but  the  circumftances  which  attended,  and  niight  juftify  that  refufal^ 
ai*e  not  ftated. 

This  violent  diffenflon  happened  in  the  time  of  the  Deput}' -go- 
vernor Evans,  whofe  government  Dr.  Franklin  defcribes  as  *'  one 
continued  broil  from  the  beginning  of  it  to  the  end."  Bqt  as  it  is 
remarked  by  the  fame  author,  that  the  General.  AfTembly  in  two  or 
three  years  after,  affumed  a  very  different  tone,  **  almofl  as  com* 
plaifant  as  he  (the  deputy-governor). could  wifh,"it  is  prefumable^ 
cither  that  the  occafions  of  complaint  had  ccafcd,  or  that  they  difr 
fcred  with  their  predecefTors  in  opinion  of  their  having  ever  exifted* 
That  at  le?fl:  they  were  greatly  exaggerated  is  eafy  to  believe,  whea 
we  advert  to  the  circumflances  of  what  the  doctor  calls  "this  tiuy 
bi^lent  period,*'  wherein  he  fays,  *'  heat  kindled  heat ;  animofity  ex- 
cited aniraofity  ;  and  each  party  refolviiig  to  be  always  in  the  right, 
were  often  both  in  the  wrong."  ^ 
,      .      I      '  >'         '  STATE 
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STATE    OF  , 

N  E  W  -  Y  O  R  K. 

SITUATION,  EXTENT,  &c. 

.  X  HIS  State  is  fituated  between  40°  40'  and  45®  north  latitude,  and 
5®  weft  and  1®  30'  eaft  longitude  from  Philadelphia.  Its  length  is 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  its  .breadth  about  three 
hundred.  It  is  bounded  fouth-eaftwardly  by  the  Atlantic  ocean ; 
eaft  by  the  States  of  Conne^kut,  MaiTachufetts,  and  Vermont ;  north 
by  the  4$th  degree  of  latitude,  which  divides  it  fi-om  Canada ;  north* 
weftwardly  by  the  river  Iroquois,  or  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  lakes  On- 
tario and  Eric;  fouth^wefi  and  ibuth  by  Pennfylvania  and  New«> 
J«rfey.  ^ 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  COAST,  &c. 
This  State,  to  fpeak  generally,  is  interfeiSted  by  ridges  of  rooun* 
taint  running  in  a  north-eaft  and  fouth-weft  diredion.  Beyond  the 
Allegany  mountains,  however,  the  country  is  a  dead  level,  of  a  fine 
rich  foil,  covered  in  its  natural  ftate  with  maple,  beech,  birchf  cherry, 
black  walnut,  locuft,  hickory  and  fome  mulberry  trees.  On  the 
banks  of  lake  Erie  are  a  few  chefnut  and  oak  ridges.  Hemlodc 
fwamps  arc  interfperfed  thinly  through  the  country.  Alt  the  creek? 
that  4?mpty  into  lake  Erie  have  fidls  which  afford  many  excellent 
n)ill*feats. 

The  lands  between  the  Seneca  and  Cayuga  lakes  are  reprefented 
as  uncommonly  excellent,  being  moft  agreeably  div^fied  with  geni* 
tie  rifings,  and  timbered  with  lofty  trees,  with  little  undcn^'ood; 
The  legiflature  of  this  State  have  granted  one  n^illion  and  a  half  of 
acres  of  land  as  a  gratuity  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  line  of 
this  State.  This  trad  is  bounded  weft  by  the  eaft  Ihore  of  the  Sc- 
neca  lake,  and  the  Maffechufetts  lands  in  the  n^w  county  of  Ontario  | 
north  by  part  of  lake  Ontario  near  fort  Ofwego ;  foMth  by  a  ridge  of 
the  Allegany  mountains  and  thePepnfyivanialinc;  andeaft  by  theTuf- 
VolJI*  Q^q  carcwfo 
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caroro  Creek,  which  falls  nearly  into  the  middle  of  the  Oneida  lake, 
and  that  part  of  Montgomery  which  has  been  fettling  by  the  New- 
Lnglnnd  people  very  rapid  y  fince  the  peace. 

This  plealant  country  is  divided  into  twenty-five  townfbipsof  fixty 
llioufand  dcres  each,  which  are-  agaift  fvicSvided  into  one  hundred 
convenient  farms,  of  fix  hundred  acres,  making  in  the  whole  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  farnw* 

Eaft  of  the  Allegany  mountains  the  country  is  broken  into  hills 
with  rich  inter\'ening  \allies.  The  hills  are  clothed  thick  with  tim- 
ber, and  when  cleared,  affi>rd  a  very  fine  pa^ure:  the  vallies,, 
when  cultivated,  produce^  wheat,  hemp,  flax,  peas,  grafs,  oats^ 
and  IiKJW  ^9^*    T^ie  riyersin  thi^  S^i^  ai}ejiqipfa}i^  .  -        : 

Hu#)|i'l  rjv^  is  one  of  the  larggft  aft4  fiBclb  in  »^  Uwtc4 
Sts^s :  ^  rif^  m  th^  i9PUataip<H)&  co^intry  bet^fr^n  th0  l^Sj  Qptf^ 
lio  aad  Qhamptai^^;  In  it^  coude  foi^tbreaQetiy  it  ai^rofcheii  wkhiil 
in  Of  eighi  ^ile^  oi  islk^  Geoj^  ; ,  t^ieo,  aft^r,  a  lhQ»t,c(»|i:f<9.  cail^ 
tjifpti^tberly  ^  reo^^s  the  S^condag^  from  tb^foqth-wefti 
whidk  heajite  i»  the  liejgbtiourh^od  of.Mofcawk  riv^.  TTho  <3(Hifft 
cf. the  river  thcrtceiiQyewrYQrk,  Mehcrcu  empties  :5«t»^18Qirk  bfty* 
is  uniformly  fouth,  twelve  degrees,  or  fifteen  degrees  wefc':  yB 
whole  length  is  about  two  hundred  arU  fifty  miles ;  from  Albany 
to  lake  George  i5-6xty*five  miles/  This  dtftanfce,  the  river  ^s  navi- 
gririeonly  forbattebux,  imdhfls  t\yppojE:tftgss^  occafioijcd  by  MV  of 
iddfa  mile  each/  t 

•  .  The  b^ks  of  H<KUbfi>  liyer;^  dpeoaJly  oa  the  weftem.fi^e,  as  £ir 
as  t&e hi^ianv^  eoit^pd^  ane dbtvily  rocky  daffs.  The  paiarg^througii 
^c  higklajids,,  which  is  fixtecsi  m&ks,  aditodi  a.wtU  romantto  fdeneit 
ib  tUa^nerronrpafs,,  on  each  fide  o£  whkh.thfi.mondtaiBis  .tower  to  i. 
^/tckt  he^ht,  the  wind, ;  if  ther^.  he  any,  ia  colfcdiidaiid  comprefiSsc^ 
and  bhwB  cafitlMiaali}^  as  through  a  beiHows:  ve^s,  io<.paSag 
tiiroughit,  are  often  obliged  to  lower  their  fails.  The  bedof  ti^ 
Imrer^  wUph  is  doef  ^dfitiooth to  an afi:ooitl«i^ di^ncb,  thoaiugh a 
ItiHy,  rocky  comtry,  and  even  thn©ugh  rkiges  of  iionie  ©f rthe  btgheft 
ihouRl^ainB  in;  die  United  States,  miift  widoubtedly  hxve,  been  prOh 
ifiudsd  byfome  mighty  Gofivuiiap  in.  nature*  1?lie  tide  fib^s  afev 
'  iniitf^abote  Alban}^  wlikh  is  one  hundted  and^xty  miles  from  New- 
¥drk:  it)  k  nairigf.bJe  for  ^oops  ©f  eightfy  tons  to.Afcany,  and  for 
itfaips  to^li|adfoii-:  fki^^nairigation  t©  Albany  is  it^terrupted  1^  a  dusk 
i»eir  of  W^tii^f  fe;  or  <?f^  tfiilos  betew  the  city,  caited  the  Own- 
'fkit^k^  Jt  ifr in  Odmwni^i^wxi  tk>  oonfino  t4»  river  to  obo  ohgnnel,  fey 
'■:....•  '       Q     '  .        which 


f<H>^l«fg  Allttmy  with  ^^iTels  of  -  a  fei^et  fi«c  b^  removed.     A«K)^ 
liitty^ks'  <iafe6^^e'N€w-Yo^  ^hc  water  'becomes  freft.    T4i*e  rlvci- 
fe^o^  ^'itti  H' vaffety  of  frfhy  '\vh\th  ifdndtn  a  foinmei- palfegi 
<o  A^ahy  aHfghtful  and  amtifi^g  to  thofe  Who  ait  ^fond  ef  angkng.  -^  ' 
'    "i^he'a^afHjfg^sof  this  river  f6k-  carrying  on  the  Air  tr;^  with 
Oahifefe,  by  toeans  of  the  iakes,  have  b^^  ^Ijfeady  hiehtioneki  •;*  iH^ 
tronv^nicnd^  for  intern^  tdrtirwerce  ane  TiitgirfarJy  great :  *he  ]Jr<y- 
duceof  the  fem6tdt  farms  iseMiW  and  fpeedily  conveyed  to  -acerraifi 
and  profitable  market,  and  at  the  lowcft  expenfe ;  in  this  refpe£l, 
f^ew-York  'ha«  greatly  the  advantage  ^f  "PhHidH|)hia.     A  -great  ^ro- 
•portion  (yf  ih^  ^odiice  df  Pcnmylvatiia  is  darH^  to  market  ih  wag-' 
-gdns,  over  a  gfeat  'extent  of  ooutrtry,    fmnt  6f  ^w^ileh  k  to^h^; 
^dnte  it  is   that  Philadelphia  Is  crowded    wi^  waggons,    edrtl, 
ht)rfes  and  their  drivers,    to   do  the  fame  4>t^finels  tltet  is:dd^ 
in  New-Yoiky  Where  all  the  produce  bf  the  coimtry  is  broug^ 
to  market  by  water,   with  much  lefs  ftiew  and  parade.   But  'Phikdel- 
iphia  has6ther  advantages,  which  will  be  mehtiofted»in  their  pr^er 
place,  ib'  tortipenfate  for  this  natural'  d^tcA.    The  increafing'-poptf- 
tatidn  bf  the  feVttle  lands  upon  the  ttorthern  branches  of  the  Hudfofi 
ttltril^tlHuafly  incre^fe  the  afmjaiingwiealth  that  is  c6nvcye3'by  its  vm* 
ters  to  JJeW'-York  :  added  to*this,  the  ground  hn^  been  marked  ouf,. 
the  Itvil  ^fc^rtatiled,  a  compatiy  intorporatcd,  by  the  name  of  **  Thfe 
^r^fident,  Directors,  aiiH  <}fomparty  of  the  Northern  Inland  Lodk 
Navigation,  in  the  State  of  New- York,"  and  funds  fubfcribed  for  thfe 
purpftlfe  bf  riittiiig  a-  caii%il  from  the  lie^reft  approximating  point  of 
1rtudfon*s  Hver  tt)  South  hny,  wj?rch  empties  hito  the  fouth  etid  df 
lake  GhamjfMn  :  the  idHMiCcfs- eighteen  miles.    The  diffcreiKe  of 
tevel  attd  ihirfac'e  df  the  country  are  fuch,  as  to  jtrflity  a  Belief  tli^ 
the  opernlfigof  this  c^nal  wifl  nbtbc  fefe  pi*a6licAbletthan  ufeftil.     - 

"S^rartad  ti*ver  pttite  "through  Phttftnirg  in  to 'lake 'Chimplain:  it 
has  been  explored  nearly  thirty  miles,  and  there  foiind  ei^u^tjin  fi«6 
^o  the  mx)trth:  In  this  river^is'the  greateft  aboildancfe  df  fiih,  fiich  a$ 
telmbn,  bifs,  pflce, 'fitkerel,  trout.  Sec.  '^ 

*  Sabl^  river,  'hot  fttt'frotn  thie'Saranac,  is  fcarcely  fixty  yards^wide. 
^ti  'thi%  'ftreniii  areT^mark^ble  fells .:  the  Whole  defcent  of^the  wate^ 
1*  ^bbiit  t^o  hiih'dred  fe^t  in  feveral  pitches,  the  gfeateft  df 'which  H 
^fiirtyftfet.p^rp^ndidlhr :  at  the  foot  df  it  the  water  is  unfa  thoinskbk* 
^''la:rg;fe'pittehas(  betn'feeu,  in-afrrfhet,  to  pitch  'ovtrendwife,  aa4 

■^^    '■     r-  '•!'»■  •   -  • 
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rtmain  fcveral  rnmutes  liader  water.  The  fiream  if  ooniaed  hy 
high  rocks  on  either  fide,  a  fpace  of  forty  feet,  and  the  banks  at  thm- 
falls  are,  at  lead,  as  many  feet  high.  In  a  frefhet  the  flood  wood  fre* 
qdently  lodges,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  water  rtfes  to  full  banks,  and 
then  burlb  away  its  obfirudions  with  a  moil  tremendous  crafliing» 
The  Big  and  Litde  Chazy  rivers  are  in  the  townihip  of  Champlainy 
which  borders  on  the  Canada  line;  both  are  navigable  fome  miies^ 
the  former  fix  or  feveo,  aSbrding  good  mill  feats — feveral  mills  are 
already  ere6ted.  The  Bntifii  have  a  pofl,  and  maintain  a  finall  g^- 
jrifon,  at  Point-au-fer  in  this  towofiiip. 

The  river  Boquet  pafles  through  the  town  of  Wilfborough,  in 
Clinton  county,  and  is  navigable  f6r  boats  about  two  miles,  and  is 
there  interrupted  \ff  falls,  on  which  are  mills.  <<At  this  place  are  the 
remains  of  an  entrenchment  thrown  up  by  General  Burgoyne.  Here 
be  gave  his  famous  war  feaft  to  his  *'  numerous  hoft  of  savages," 
and  here,  probably,  he  firft  conceived  that  celebrated  proclamation 
which  he  aftei-wards  hrougbt  fortb» 

Black  river  rifes  in  the  high  country,  near  the  fouixes  of  Canada 
Creek,  which  falls  into  Mohawk  river,  and  takes  its  courfe  north- 
weft,  and  then  north-eafl,  till  it  difcharges  itfeif  into  Cataraqua,  or 
Iroquois  nver,  not  far  from  Swegauchee :  it  is  faid  to  be  navigable 
for  batteaux  up  to  the  lower  falls,  fixty  miles,  which  is  diftant 
from  the  iourifhing  fettlemcnt  of  Whitefiown  twenty«five  mHes. 
The  whole  length  of  this  river  is  reckoned  at  one  hundred  and  twelve 
miles. 

Onondago  river  rifes  in  the  Oneida  lake,  runs  weftwardiy  into 
lake  Ontario  at  Ofwego  :  it  is  navigable  for  boats  from  its  mouth  to 
the  head  of  the  lake,  fcv^nty-f our  miles,  except  a  fall  which  occafiont 
a  portage  of  vwtoty  yards,  thence  batteaux  go  up  Wood  creek  almoft 
to  Fort  Stanwix,  forty  miles,  whence  there  is  a  portage  of  amileto 
Mohawk  river.  Toward  the  head  waters  of  this  river  ialmoa  arc 
caught  in  great  quantities. 

Mohawk  river  rifes  to  the  northward  of  Fort  Stanwix,  about  eight 
Siiles  fronvBlack  river,  and  inins  fouthwardly  twenty  mites  to  the  fort  i 
then  eailward,  one  hundred  and  ten  miles,  into  the  Hudfon.  The  pro* 
lUice  t^hat  is  conveyed  down  this  river  is  landed  at  $kene6^ady,  and  is 
^ence  carried  by  land  fixteen  miles,  oyer  a  barren  flirub  plain,  ta 
Albany.  Except  a  portage  of  about  a  mile,  occafioned  by  the  little 
falls,  fifty-fix  miles  above  Skene£bdy,  the  river  is  paiTable  for  bo«tt 
from  Skeneftady  nearly  or  quite  to  its  fource.  The  perpendiculmir 
deicent  of  thefe  falls  is  eflimated  at  forty-two  feet  m  the  courfe4>f  om 
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nwle;  and  it  is  fappofed,  they  might  be  locked  ib  a$-to  be  rendered 
paiTable  for  bo^ts  carrying  five  tons,   for  about  fifteen  thouiaiid 
pounds  curreacy.    The  Cohoez  in  this  river  are  a  great  curiofity  ; 
they  are  three  miles  from  its  entrance  into  the  Hudfon*    The  river  is 
about  one  hundred  yards  wide,  the  rock  over  which  it  pours  as  over  a  mill 
-dam,  extends  almofl  in  a  line  from  one  fide  of  the  river  to  the  i>ther» 
and  is  about  thirty  feet  perpendicular  height*    Including  the  defcent 
above,   the  fall  is  as  much  as  fixty  or  fevenly  feet ;  the  rocks  be- 
lovf,  ia  fome  places,  are  worn  many  feet  deep  by  the  conflant  fric* 
tion  of  the  water.     The  view  of  this  tremendous  catara£l  is  dimi* 
fiifhed  by  rhe  height  of  the  banks  on  each  fide  of  the  riven    About 
a  mile  below  the  falls  the  river  br^ches  and  forms  a  large  iiland; 
but  the  two  mouths  may  be  feen  at  the  fame  time  from  the  oppofite 
bank  of  the  Hudfbn  :  the  branches  are  fordable  at  low  water,  but  are 
dangerous,     A  company  by  the  name  of  "  The  Prefident;  Dinedors, 
and  Company  of  the  Weftern  Inland  Lock  Navigation,  in  the  State 
of  New-York,**  were  incorporated  by  the  legiilaturc  of  New-York, 
in  March,  1792,  for  the  purpofe  of  opening  a  lock  navigation  frmii 
the  now  navigable  part  of  Hudfon's  river,   to  be  extended  to  lake 
Ontario,  and  to  the  Seneca  lake«    This  rout  has  been  furveyed  and 
found  pra^icable,  the  expenfe  edimated,  and  the  funds  fubfcribed, 
and  the  work  is  to  be  executed  with  all  poffible  difpatch.    The  open- 
ing of  this  navigation  will  be  a  vaft  acquifitbn  to  the  commeixe  of 
this  State.    A  fliore  of  at  lead  one  thoufand  miles  in  length  will, 
in  confequence  of  it,  be  wafhed  by  boatable  waters,  excluiive  of  all 
the  great  lakes,  and  many  millions  of  acres  of  excellent  tillage  land, 
rapidly  fettling,   will  be  accommodated  with  water  communication . 
for  conveying  their  produce  to  market. 

Delaware  river  rifes  in  Lake  Utftayantho,  latitude  42°  25',  and 
takes  its  courfe  Ibuth-wefl,  until  it  crofTes  into  Pennfylvania  in 
latitude  42** ;  thence  fouthwardly,  dividing  New- York  from  Penn- 
fylvania, until  it  ftrikes  the  north-wefl  corner  of  New-Jerfey,  in 
latitude  41®  z^f;  and  then  pailcs  off  to  fea,  through  Delaware  bay, 
havbg  New-Jerfey  on  the  ead  fide,  and  Pennfylvania  and  Delaware 
•n  the  weft. 

Sufquehannah,  £•  Branch,  river  has  its  fource  in  lake  Otfego,  lati- 
tude 4*^  ii\  from  which  it  takes  a  fouth-wefl  courfe :  it  crofTes  the 
line  which  dividet  New- York  and  Pennfylvania  three  times,  the 
Uft  tiinc  near  Tyoga  Point,  where  it  receives  Tyoga  river.  Batteaux 
pa&  to  its  foupcc ;  thence  tp  Mohawk  river^is  bi;t  twenty  miles,  ca% 
pablc  of  good  roads, 

Tyogf 


T>^©gfe1#v«|-H!fe*  in  th^  Allegany  taoutttakft^  In^abltitrlMlfudeJff^i 
l«Bs  ea^warcWy  aftd -empties  in*»  »thc  Suftiuehanti^  fit  Tyoga  ^kfl, 
in  Tatftiidt  41°  55^'.   It'fe  n*avigabfe  for  !»»oars  vfedut  fifty  ffeHefi. 

Ife'fteea  rtvep  fife  in  the  i^rtiteca^cmtttry,  ^md  mitfs  eaiRtvt^dly,  afli 
in  iffe  paflagt  receives  the  waters  <3tf  tbe  8€tteda  aiui  CaytPg*  ifekfcfe*^ 
<j1wcft  lie  nertfi  ahd  fouth,  ten  bv  twdlve*i4le8  a^ft,  each  is  'be(«retfti 
ttirty  an<i  forty  ititles  in  length,  and  about  a  rtile  in  bt*«adtll)  ^i«i 
tmpttes  into  the  OnAndago  river,  fourteen  miles  afeove  tbefallB,  atu 
place  called  Tbree  Rivefs.  Vrbtn  Throe  River -pr^irtt  to  0*dmJ!igt;> 
•fake,  up  Seneca  river,  is  tWelVe -miles.  Within  half  a  fiiiJe  <rf  tbfe 
like  a  fait  fpring  iflues  fr6m*e  ground,  the  Water  of  whidi  is  feltefr 
than  that  of  the  ocean :  it  conftantly  emits  "water  Jft  fiiflicient  (^OaA- 
stity  forwortcs  of  any  extent :  it4s'pr©bable  tbeivhdfe  x:ovitt^^\l  bb 
Tnpplied  with  fait  from  this  fpring,  'and  at  a  Very  theap  rate.  iTIris 
tfpnng  is  the  property  of  the  'State.  This  rlvef*  is  navigable  ftfr 
^boits  from' the  l^kes  dowrfwiiitis. 

'  'Chendflce  tiVc^r  riics  near  the  fouroe  df*the  Tyoga,  and  rum 
fecifihMi-ardly  T)y  the  'Chentflee  caftle  arid  flats,  and  enipties  into  lafcte 
*Ontarlo,  eighty  miles  eaft  of  Niagara  fort.  -Gnthis  rivtr  is  oheife't 
^f  large *feRs,'n6t  'far  frOfm  its  jundion  ^k^ith  lake*€)htario.  The-hi- 
Aabitants  improve  thefe  falls  to  good'purpofe,  by  thecrcftionblFmillft 
•tipt)ft  them. 

The  north'eaft  brandh  of  the  Alleg^yriver  heads  in  the  Alleglkny 
inountalns,  near  the'fouite  of  ihe  Tyoga,  and  runs  dtrc£lly^v^ft  until 
^t  is  joined  by  a  largerbranch  from  the  "IbuthwaTd,  \;\4iTch.'ftfcs'neafr 
•the  wM  branch  of  the  Stifqfudiann^h :  their  jun6Hon  is  on  thielh^ -be- 
tween Pennfjdvania  and  New-¥ork.  From  this  jwnftion  the  fii^r 
purfues  a  north-weft  courie,  ledvtng  afegment  of  the  fiver  of  ttbbtit 
^fifty  miles  in  length,  in  thp  State  6f  New-York,  thence  it  procecxfe  in 
'a  dtcuitous  fouth-weft  direftioti,  utttil  it  croffes  -into'Petiiifyltanta, 

^•from  thence 'to  its  etitrittce  into  the  Miffiffippi ;  it*has  alneady  bitti 

*deferibed»  •        r  •- 

Thd-eare  fcfw  fifh  :in  the  rivtrs,  but  tn*the  4Jtoefcs-are*pfcnty  6£ 

irom -,itcH  in  the  I^kes,  yellow  perth;  ftm-'fftv  fihtoon^  trout,  cat- 

fifli,  and  a  variety  of  others.  "* 

Fn6m  tWs  ^cotint  tff  the  rirer^,  it  is  t^-to  icoticei^^e'tfie^  wctd* 

Htit  advatit^g^  fbrtonvej^g  prodtrtrtt)  rtiai1ta^t*ttm  every ^pa<t*t}f 

xhc  State.  .... 

The  ietiteitrents  ^h-ea<iy  madift  'fa'Ms  *Statc, -'ti^'chidfy 'upbti  t^b 

nuritw  oBtebgs,  cxtettdinj;  *fiora  *the  iSty'dt  New^tic,  *e1aft-^iAi 


9;of^  •  Tke  ,on^'  eifl;,  i^l  Lpngrjijaip^d,  \f bici^  M  one  hniidr^  amj 
forty  miles  long,  narrow,  and  furrownded  by  the  fea.  The  one  c»f 
^n4^ig^  ijoith  4Si  a^ut  fpity  nules[  ia  breadth^  and  tj^ftded  by  the 
Hudijbn ;  an^  ^b.  ia  tht^  i^xterfaaioa^  of  tbje  whole  State  by  th^ 
lljraoohesof  thcHudfop,  theDel^wa^e^  th^  vSutq^iehaoo^  apd  other 
jiTeif-swhich  have  been  roentk)»ed^  tha^  ^here  are  few  plapes  througl^* 
out  its  whole  extent,  that  are  n^orc  than  fifteen  or  twenty  wips  from 
$i;^n^4K»^^b]e;  or  navigable  i^r^i^, 

XfM^Hbay,  if^Jhk^  js  nin^  njites  long  and  four  broad,  ^r^ad?  U^ 
t^  jgauthwa^  befpre'  t^e  city  of  Nftw^York.  I^  15  fofniwl  by  thp 
(x^flijience;  of  ^tjif  Eaft  -^n^  P^dfon'^  rivers,  aiid  eipl^oi^s  fevcr4 
fnnall  iilands,  of  wtiicU  Qov^nipr's  iflwi  is  the  prij(iciji»al :  i^  commu,- 
916^^  with  xjf\^  oceap  thtougjt  th^  Jfarrmxts^  betweep  St^p  and 
J^rjg-fflands,  wAiich  a^.fcafcely  two  mii^s  w'^p-  Th^  pafl'ggpiip  ta 
Jjlffw-Yr^rl^  a^ijd  S^ady-^po^  the  poinf  ot  ^nd  that  extends  fartbeft 
j^^  tlaie  fea,  if^fe,  and  not  above  twenty  milj?s  in  l^gtb-  Thp 
^^HBi^Qn.n^^igafip^  is.  between;  the  ^a^l  apd  weft  bapks^  ipabottt 
tjy^Qf-twp  ^.  vfd^ex.  There  is  a  light^lv^fe  at  Sandy  •Hook  on  9, 
p^ni^f^la  frop>  ti?e  j;er%  fhoFe, 

.  ^$€^k  bay  li^  twelve  or  fifteen  ijniles  nprth  of  the  noithen)  bend  nt 
i^^QHi'sriT^r:  at  its  north  end  it  receives  WoodCreelf  from  tb^ 
feplb^  viffticfe  i^  pavjgable  fevejral  miles,  aii^l  Un^d  with  Sa©  n)p%- 
4»w#  I  ioon  a£^r  it  ni^i^les  its  w^^  ymk  E^  bay,  whidx  ficc^chcn 
#^W3^4i^o  VermoiU.  ^t  the  jun^Jtion  of  thcfe  hds^a  cprtunenc^ 
another  bay  or  lake,  from  half  a  p>iie  to  ^ipile  wide,  whale  banks  arc 
ileep  hills,  or  cliffs  of  rocks,  generally  inadceflible.  At  Ticonderoga 
this  bay  receives  the  waters  of  lake  George  fi^m  the  fouth-wei^, 
lllif^iigh-a  large  brook,  which  rolls  down  a  gentle  dec^ity,  at  the 
;foot  of  which  were  formerly  a  fet  of  faw  mills.  The  wafers  cf 
)%ke  Gec^ge  are  on^  hundred  feiet  higher  than  tbofb  of  the  ba^% 

Ot^eida  lake  lies  alpout  tvfti^ty  miles  well  of  Fort  Stanwi.^  and  exc 
4ep<ie  weft\f ^rd  about  thirty  miles* 

.  Sal^  lal^e  is  fmall,  and  enjtpties  into  3eneca  x;ivfp.  foon  af^r  \x$ 
jjW^^ion  with  the  Ooondago  river,  abpu£  tw^ke^mii^s  from  Three 
Hiver  point.  This  la)ce  is  ftrongly  impregnated  with  ialine  particle^ 
^iich  circusniflance  gave  riie  to  it^  n^apie.  The  Indians  niake  thei;: 
64tfromii» 

l^i^e  Qtfegpi  at  tl^e  hc^d  of  Su%i^h{innah  riycr^  is  about  oioe 
iftiteft:  ]im%  and  «a^w,  p^l^^  .npt  ^ppre  (ha^  a  mil^  wifie.    Thp 
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land  on  the  Ijanks  of  this  lake  is  very  good,  and  the  cgltivatioiiiDf  it 
cafy. 

Caniaderaga  lake  is  nearly  as  large  as  Ia1ce  Otfego,  and  fix  miles 
ircft  of  it,  A  ftream,  by  the  name  of  Oaks  creek,  iffucs  from  it, 
and  falls  into  the  Sufquehannah  river,  abont  five  miles  below  Otfego^ 
The  beft  checfe  in  the  State  of  New- York  is  faid  to  be  made  upon  the 
borders  of  the  creek, 

Chatoque  lake  is  the  fource  of  Conawongo  river,  which  emptict 
into  the  Alkgany :  the  lower  end  of  it,  wKende  thd  riVer  proceeds, 
is  in  latitude  42i°  lo';  from  thence  to  its  head  is  about  twenty-five 
inrles.  From  the  north-weft  part  of  this  to  lak^  Eric  is  nine  milest 
and  was  once  a  communication  ufed  by  the  French, 
•  On  the  north  fide  of  the  mountains,  in  Orange  county,  is  a  very 
Valuable  tra^t  called  the  Drowned  Landsy  containing  about  forty  or 
fifty  tlwufand  acres.  The  waters,  which  defcend  from  the  fur* 
roanditig  hills,  being  but  flowly  difcharged  by  the  river  iffuing  from 
it,  cover  thefe  vaft  meadows^  every  winter,  and  render  them  extrcniely 
fertile;  but  they  expofe  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  to  intermit^ 
tents.  The  Walkhill  river,  which  pafTes  through  this  extenfive  attt^ 
'^hlhious  trad,  and  empties  into  Hudfon's  river,  is  in  the  fpringfto* 
red  with  very  large  eels  in  great  plenty.  The  bottom  of  this  river  i« 
a  broken  rock  ;  and,  it  is  fuppofed,  that  for  two  thoufand  pounds 
the  channel  might  be  deepened  fo  as  to  let  off  all  the  waters  from  the 
meadows,  and  thereby  redeem  from  the  floods  a  large  tra6t  of  rich 
land,  for  grafs,  hemp,  and  Indian  com* 

SOIL  AND  PRODUCTIONS. 

Befides  the  trees  already  mentioned,  there  are  in  various  parts  of 
this  State,  the  feveral  kinds  of  oak,  fuch  as  white,  red,  yellow, 
black,  and  chefnut  oak ;  white,  yellow,  fpruce,  and  pitch  pines  % 
"cedar,  fir-tree,  butternut,  afpin,  commonly  called  poplar,  white 
wpod,  which  in  Pennfylvania  is  called  poplar,  and  in  England  the 
tulip  tree,  r^t,  maple,  the  linden  tree,  which,  with  the  white* 
wood,  grows  mi  the  low  rich  ground,  the  button  wood,  flirub-cran- 
•berry,  the  fruit  of  which  hangs  in  clufters  like  grapes  as  large  at 
cherries ;  this  (lirub  too  grows  on  low  ground,  Befides  thefe  is  the 
fumach,  whiph  l)ears  clufters  of  red  berries :  the  Indians  chew  the 
leaves  inftead  of  tobacco  ;  the  berries  are  ufed  in  dyes.  Of  the  com^ 
modities  produced  from  culture,  wheat  is.theftaf^e*  Of  this  aructe 
in  Wheat  and  flour,  equivalent  tp  one  ix^iUipQ  bufhels  are  yeariy  ex* 

portent 
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{Rirted.  Ihdhut  com  and  peas.aref  l&ewife  rafed£br  eocportidori; 
and  ryfe,  oatg,  iw^l^y,  kc.  for  home  confumption. 

In  fodrtfe  parts  6f  the  State  largfe  4airie«  are  kept,  whidi  fimufli  iwr 
the  market,  butter  and  ckeefe.  The  beft  lands  in  this  State  wbidh 
are  thofe  that  lie  aloag  the  Mobarwk  river,  and  north  df  it,  and  weft 
^f  the  AUegan^c  mountains,  are  yet  mo^y  in  aibtCe;  d  nkture,  b^ 
are  mofl  rapidly  fettling. 

The  county  of  Clinton,  in  the  moft  northern  part  of  the  State,  on 
lake  Charoplain  and  lake  Geoi^e,  lies  about  midway  between  Que^ 
|bec  and  New-York,  and  fro»  two  humlred  and  thirty  to  two  iiutidred 
«nd  forty  miles  from  eachy  and  is  fettled  by  about  ti^o  thou&pA  iih 
li^itants.  A  great  proportion  of  the  lands  in  thFs  country  sue  of  .^ 
•excellent  quality,  and  produce  In  abundance  the  various  kiiifis  of 
'gram  cultivated  in  orfflet  parts  of  the 'State.  The  inhabitaaia  iha»«|- 
fadure  earthen  Wal-fe,  pbf  and  pearl  afli,  in  large  quantities,  wt^ 
they  export  to  New-Yoik  or  Quebec. — Their  wool  is  of  a  better  qnf- 
iky  than  that  which  is  produced  in  niore  fottthem  clTttiates  r  dicit  bc»f 
^nd  pork  is  fecopd  to  none ;  and  the  price  of  flall-fed.bcef  in  Montreal, 
diftant  fixty  miles  from  Ptatfburg,  h  fuch  as  to  ericoumgethe  far- 
mers to  drive  t^eir  cattte  to  thlit  market.  Their  forefU  fuppljr them 
with  fugar  and  molafles,  as  every  family,  with  n6  ipore  ittiplemfcnts 
than  are  neceflary  for  common  ufe,  can  make  a  fufficiency  for  its  own 
confumption,  and  that  at  a  feafon  when  the  fulner  can  be  bo  oter* 
wife  employed.  The  foil  is  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  hemp* 
The  land  carriage  from  any  part  of  the  country,  in  tranfporting 
their  produce  to  New-York,  does  not  exceed  eightebn  miks.  The 
carrying  place  at  Ticonderoga  ijione  mile  and  a  half;  and  from 
Fprt  George,  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  lake  of  the  lame  name,  to  Fort 
Edward,  is  about  fourteen  miles ;,  after  which  there  are.  two  or  thi^ 
fmall  obftruftions  by  fells,  which  ire  about  to  be  removed  by  the 
proprietors  of  the  northern  canal.  From  this  country  to  Quebec  are 
^nually  fent  large  rafts,  the  rafjids  at  St.  John^s  md  Cliawblee  being 
the  only  interruption  in  the  navigation,  and  thofe  |M  fo  great  but 
that  at  ibme  feafons,  batteaux  with  fixty  bi^els  o^wt  csm  a&end 
them.  At  {omt  diftance  from  the  fea,  felt  is  fold  at  half  a  dallar  a 
bufliel.  —  ' 

In  the  northern  and  unfettlcd  parts  of  the  State  are  plenty  of 
moofe  deer,  bears,  fome  beavers,  martins,  and  moft  odier  inhabi- 
tants of  the  foreft,  except  wolves*  Ducks,  growfe,  pigeons,  aial 
Afh  of  many  kbds,   and  particularly  falmonj   are  taken  in  gre^t 
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abandance  itt  iM|ifent  pam,  and  efpedally  ia  die  couoty  of  Clinton* 
At  the  moitth  of  Saranac  river,  which  falls  into  Champlain^  the  fid- 
mon  are  foMDd  in  iiich  plenty,  that  it  is  ufual  to  take  four  or  five 
hundred  in  ad^  with  fpears  and  fmall  fcoop  i^ts.  Thqr  are 
caught  from  May  till  November,  and  noake  excellent  ialted  provi- 
4ons,  and  every  cottager,  by  ^nding  an  hour  in  the  evening,  niay 
obtain  a  fufficiemt  fupply  for  his  family. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  roads  in  thisState  have  been  in  goieral  but  indifferently  attended 
to  mi  within  the  two  or  three  lafi  years.  The  legiflature,  convinced  <tf 
the  in^>ortance  of  attending  to  the  matter,  and  perhaps  ilimulated 
h^  the  enteqirizing  and  aftive  Petinfylvanians,  who  are  competitors 
for  the  trade  of  the  weftern  country,  haye  lately  granted  very  liberal 
-foflos  towards  ihpp'ovbg  thoie  roads  that  traverfe  the  moft  fettled 
parts  of  the  country,  and  opening  fuch  as  lead  into  the  wefiero  and 
northern  pvts  of  the  State,  uniting,  as  far  as  poffible,  the  eftabliik* 
•ments  on  theHudibn  river,  and  the  moft  populous  parts  of  the  in- 
terior country  by  the  neareft  practicable  diitances.  A  poft  regularly 
rides  ftom  Albany  to  the  Cbeneffee  river,  once  a  fortnight,  through 
Wbitefiown,.  Geneva,  Canadaqua,  Caoawargus,  and  Williamiburgh, 
on  the  Cheneflee  river.  By  this  efiabliihment  a  iafe  and  direct  con* 
'Vcyance  is  opened  between  the  moit  interior  parts  of  the  United 
$Cato  to  die  weft,  and  the  feveral  States  in  the  Union. 

A  grand  toad  was  opened  through  Clinton  county,  which  borders 
upon  Canada,  in  the  year  1 790,  under  the  direction  of  a  Mr.  Rogers, 
of  Discfaefs  county,  and  after  him  called  Rogers's  road.  This  road 
adds  greatly  to  the  convenience  and  (afety  of  travelling  between 
the  State  of  New-York  and  Canada,  efpecially  in  the  winter,  when 
paflltng  the  lakes  on  ice  is  often  dangerous,  and  always  uncomfor- 
table. 

A  road  aUb  has  been  lately  cut  from  Katt's-kill,  on  the  Hudfon, 
weftwaTdly,^[iich  psfTes  near  Owaico  lake. 

A  bridgc,^liled  Staat's  bridge,  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long, 
•msdof  afuffidient  width  to  admit  two  carriages  abreaft,  has  lately 
been  thrown  acrofs  Abram's  creek,  which  falls  into  the  Hudfon  river, 
near  the  city  of  Hudfon,  by  which  a  communication  with  the 
-country,  in  a  new  direction,  is  opened  from  the  city  of  Hudfon ;  and 
a  diftance  faved  of  four  or  five  miles  in  the  main  pofl  road  from  New- 
York  to  Albany, 

Skati- 
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Skatioook  bridge^  in  the  txmn  of  tbftt  fiamey  teH  ntlts  iram  Um« 
ilnbai^h,  is  an  ingenious  firuSuret  built  at  the  ptivaie  expenfe  ctf 
mi  enterprifing  and  liberal  geodeman*  it  ccA  one  tiiou&nd  fbur 
hundred  pounds  currency. 

The  legiilature  of  this  State  ha^  granted  diree  theufiMid  fxmadt 
to  buiM  a  bridge  orer  the  fprouti  of  Mohawk  river,  trhcneirtr  tbt 
fum  of  one  tboufand  pounds  ihall  be  fubfcribed  and  psud*  Thia 
bridge  will  be  one  of  the  longeft  in  America,  and  will  open  tf*dne& 
conununicatioD  to  a  very  exten^ve  country,  increafing  h&  in  po* 
pulation,  in  the  north*weftem  parts  of  the  State. 

MEDICINAL  SPRINGS. 

The  nK>ft  noted  fprings  in  this  State  are  thofe  of  Saratoga :  they 
are  eight  or  nine  in  number,  fittiated  in  the  margin  of  a  rnailh^ 
formed  by  a  branch  of  Kajradaroifora  creek,  aboutf^dve  miles  weft 
firom  the  confluence  of  Fiih  creek  and  Hudfbn's  river.  Thqr>are 
furrounded  by  a  rock  of  a  peculiar  kind,  formed  by  petri&Stons* 
One  of  them,  however,  more  pardculariy  attrads  the  attention  ;  it 
rifes  above  the  furiace  of  the  earth  fiv^  or  fix  feet,  in  the  form  itf  ^ 
f^rramid*  The  aperture  in  the  top,  whidi  diicovers  diewatei;  is 
perfeAly  cylindrical,  of  about  nine  inchesidiameter.  In  tlut  the  wt* 
ter  is  about  twelve  inches  below  the  tc^  ezcqit  at  the  time  of  its 
annual  diicharge,  which  is  conunoaiy  in  the  bc^nning  of  fummm** 
At  all  times  it  appears  to  be  in  as  great  agitation  as  if  boiling  in  a 
pot,  although  it  is  extremely  cold.  The  fame  appearances  obtain  ia 
the  odier  fprings,  except  that  the  furrounding  rocka  are  of  diffeeeBt 
figures,  and  the  water  flows  reguhirly  from  them. 

By  obfervatioo  and  experiment,  the  prtacipal  impregnation  of  the 
water  is  found  to  be  a  fbffile  acid,  which  is  predominapt  In  the  tafte. 
It  is  alfo  ftrongly  impregnated  with  a  lalinc  fuWfance,  which  is  vciy 
difccrnible  in  the  tafte  of  the  wat^r,  and  in  the  taite  and  fmell  of  thr 
petrified  matter  about  it.  From  the  corrofive  and  difiblving  nature 
of  the  acid,  the  water  acquires  a  chalybeate  prope|^  and  rcceivea 
into  its  cempofition  a  portion  of  calcareous  earth,  wfaH,  when  fepa- 
rated,  refembles  an  impure  magnefia^  As  the  diflfcrcnrfpring^  have 
no  eflcntial  variance  in  the  nature  of  their  waters,  but  the  proportion! 
^f  the  chalybeate  impregnation,  it  is  rendered  probable  that  tfai^.art 
derived  from  one  common  fource,  but  flow  in  feparatc  channcll> 
where  they  have  connexion  with  metallic  bodies  in  greater  or  lefs 
proportions.    The  ftomachs  of  fome  females,  however,  are  fo  deli- 
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catc,  »  to  jierteure  a  d^ilMoe  in  the  dbd  apd  operation  of  the 
difforenC  fprin^ 

.  The  prodigioiM-qsantity  of  airconta^ied*  in  thia  water  makca  aao« 
thcc  diftinguifliing  property  of  it.  This  air,  Jxiving  for  enlarge* 
nciit,  fkoivuxs  the  fermeataliQn  atut  vA^ent  a^ion  of  the  water  be- 
fobe  cle&nbeil.  .After  the  water  hu  ftpod  a  fmall  time  in  an  open 
redely  iat.ap  xight  joise  will  contain  it,  ihe  air  eicapes^  the  water  be* 
eomes  Vapicjy  and  lofits  ^11  tliat  life  and  ptmgfeacy  which  diftoiguiihefl 
it  yben  £r A  talcen  fton\  the  pool.  The  partkies  of  difTohred  earth,  arc 
depofited  as  the  water  ibws  off,  which,  with  the  combiaatton  of 
the  falts  and  fixed  air,  concrete  and  form  the  rocks  about  the 
iprings. 

-As  to  tiie  quality  of  thefe  medkinal  fprings^  to  moft  people  who 
drinkthe  waters,  tbey  are. at  iirfi  very  di^reeable,  having  a  fiioDgv 
lonckifl],*  bcinytafbe ;  but  ufe  in  a  great  meafure  takes  off  the  oauie* 
onlhefs,  and  renders  theoi  palatable,  and  to»  many  very  grateful. 
Upt>n  a  few  tbey  operate  as  an  emetic ;  upon  rooft  as  cathartic  and 
diuretic*  They  may  be  taken  in  vqry  large  quantities  without  fen« 
Hble  injury,  ocjdi^greeable  opecation. 

The'foUcwing  cucioua  experiments  made  on  thefe  waters^  are  er» 
m£ted  fromDr.  JVIitchelL's  Journal : 

.  ;  *♦  A  youog  turkey  held  a  few  inches  above  the  water  in  the  crater 
cd  the  lower  fpriog^  wastIu:onrn  into  eonrutfiona  in  le&  than  hsdf  a 
minitle,  and  gaiptng,  fliewed  iigns  of  approaching  death  ;  but  on 
removal  foom  thatplace^  and  expofure  to  the  foefli  air,  revived  ^and 
became  Ihely*  On  immerfioo  again  &r  a  minute  in  the  g^s,  the  bird 
was  taken  out  languid  and  motionleft*  . 

I  «<  A  fmaH  dog  put  into  tlje  fame  caYiQr,  and  made  ta  brealhp  the 
'Contained  air,  was,  in  left  than  one  minute,  thrown  into  convuMvc 
motions,  made,  to  pant  for  breath,  and,  laftly,  to  lofe  entirely  the. 
power  to  cry  or  mote;  when  taken  out,  he  was  too  weak  to  fiand, 
4>ut  ibod,  in  the  comooon  air,  acquired  ilreng^i  enough  to  rile  an^ 
*aggcr.away. -n 

"A  .tri>ut  recently  caught,  and  briikly  fwimming  in  a  paU  of  brook 
water,  wascaiefullyput  into  a  yefleljufl  filled  from,  the  fpring,  the 
$ih  wa^  inftaritly  agitated  witji  violent  convuHions^  gradually  loft  tbe 
capacity  to  moyciand  poife  itftlfi  :gr«w  ftu^d  alid  infenfiUe,  aAdnn 
a  fiew  minutei  was  df a4  ; 
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ifatei*,  wa^  fuddenly  extiaguiihedr^i^d  ^wt  a^veftig^  of  ligl^  or  firet 
I'ei»ame4  on  the  wick.  *  •    ,^j      .•.   ,  .     - 

**  A  bottle  ^Ikd  w]tj3  the  water  ai^d  fl]^P»  emits  fuddeply  a  largo 
quantity  of  ^^ri^  amt(eF|  -^bal.eittier  forces  out  the  cork,  or  makes > 
way  befi4e  orthroiig^  it,  oj- burijf  the  veflel.  •, 

**  A  quantity  of  wheatien  flouc  inpoifteaed  wjtjk  this  water,  an4 
kneaded  into  dpugb*  when  made  imp  pa^iss^j^nd  put  into  a  baking 
pan,  rofe,  during  the  application  of  heat^  int(^  g  jight  and  fpongy 
bread,  without  the  aid  of  yeail  ov  leaven  :  from  whieh  it  appears, 
that  the  air  extricated  from  the  water  ii  precifcly.fimilar  to  that  pro- 
duced by  ordinary  fermentation.  \ 

*'  Some  lime  water,  nwde  of  ftal44t5les  brovgjit  from  the  fiib^rra- 
iican  cave  at  Rhynebec,  became  ioamejdiately  .turbid  on  mixture  with 
the  fpqng  water,  bult  whisn  ti)^  wateiT  had  b^en  lately  drawn^  the  pre- 
.cipitate  was;  quickly  j:e-diflrol)fed« 

"  Some  of  the  rock  furrpun^^ng  ^  fpring,  ,on  being  put  into  the 
fire,  calcined  to  quick-lim^»and  fl^Jc^d  vdry  weJJ. 

«  When  the.«he  a«fiaj  m^i^ef  has  exaporated,  t^e  water  lofes  its 

tranfpnrency,    andvkti  feU..a  :^l|C|reoi|.s  Xediment :    whence  it  i« 

icvident  that  the  gai  i»  ia?rial-a<id>  tk^fi  the  rock,  is  limeftone,  and 

.  that  by  means  of  the  former,  th^  ^ater  beapiBoes.  capable  of  dif- 

iblving  ^ttd  CQiuyeying^the  Js^fH",?*  ,  '       - 

Great  mimbers  of  peopfc,uiM|d^  a,vv|ety.of  maladies,  refort  to 
thefe  fprings,  and.J9)ai^.gnd  ^ief,  ^4  a  con£derable  number  a  com- 
plete cure,  particuls^riyfin  biljon^i^ifordcrg,  fait  rheum,  and  relaxa- 
tions* But  as  the  >\'at^rs  ar^ >uf)|nipndiy  and  even  fatal  in  fome  di(> 
orcfefs,  they  ought  to  )^  ufe4  jm4er  the  diredion  of  a  phyiiciatt 
jthorougWy  acqiiaiRt^^d.  wjfb  ^he  qualities  of  the  waters,  and  the  dif- 
eafes  of  the  patient.  Ignorant  of  the  fuitablenefs  of  the  waters  ta 
Iheir  complaints,  many  l^ave  injpr^dently  thrown  away  their  lives  ia 
^  the  ufe  of  them.  ^  . 

New-Lebanon  fprings  ^rc  n^^t  ift  celebrity  to  tWe  of  Saratoga* 
l^ew-Lebanon  is  a  pleafant  vill^gQ,.^tuated  partly  in  a  vale,  and 
^rtly  on  the  declivitj  of  hil{^  The  pool  is.  fituated  on  a  coni- ' 
flaanding  emin^nc^e,  oy^rlookjjng  they^aUcy,  ai>d  furroun^Jed  with  a 
yfew  houfes,  whi(^ha$i3r4  but  indi$er^t.  aqcoQimodations  for  the  va- 
Jetijdioarians  who  refort  he^e  in  fearcb  of  health.  The  waters  have 
^  agreeable  temperature,  ai^d  ^p  qo|;  unpleafant  to  the  tafle,  Froiji 
tfef^qxperimfptsof  Dr.  Mltql^Ui-ai^peftrs,  that  th^  water  cqptiunf  op 


kotif  no  lime,  no  neutral  fatt^  no  ticed  tiU  W  otto*  aeid ;  that  fdap 
unites  verjr  well  with  ttie  water,  maket  a  gdod  latheri  and  k  excel* 
lent  for  bleaching  cloths ;  that  the  fpring  is  a  Jberrndt^  and  hai 
plefity  of  lime-flone  in  its  tteighboaitibbd.  Itt  wamith  is  fo  confide- 
rable,  that  durmg  the  coohiefe  t)f  the  morning,  even  in  Auguil,  co- 
pious vapours  are  emitted  by  the  pool,  and  the  ftream  which  ifluea 
from  it,  for  a  confiderable  diftance ;  but  the  evaporated  matter  has 
to  peculiar  odour^  From  ail  which  particulars  taken  together,  this 
theory  rationally  rcfults ;  a  quantity  of  iron  and  brimftone,  feme* 
where  within  the  mountain,  are,  by  reafon  of  their  chemical  affinity, 
in  the  a£t  of  a)mbining  into  martial  fyrhet.  During  their  aftion 
upon  each  other,  beat\%  produced,  und  pure  air  is  abforbed.  The 
water  running  in  the  neighboiu'hood  of  this  bed  of  pyritea  borrows 
ibme  of  its  heat,  and  receives  alfe  that  part  of  the  atmofpheric  fluid 
whkli  remains  after  the  cenfumptjon  of  the  pure  air,  i.  e«  y#»/,  or 
-azotic  gas*  But  as  the  heat  is  excited  in  the  bowels  of  a  calcareous 
mountain,  it  happens,  that  byche  combination  of  the /iW/i9ffe<Kr//i&0 
very  fmall  portion  of  thefuiphur^  m  cakmeous  hepar  is  formed^  whidi 
flying  off  in  the  form  oi  hepatic  gas^  gires  an  excee<Kngly  flight  tinc- 
ture to  the  ^ater  of  the  pool.  Thefe  waiers  are  ufed  witli  fuccefs,  it 
is  faid,  in  fcorbutic  and  rheumatic  difeaies,  (alt  rheums,  Uc.  but  are 
pernicious  to  confumptive  perlbns. 

In  the  new  town  of  RenfiMIaer,  nearly  oppofite  to  the  city  of  Al- 
bany, a  medicinal  fpring  has  lately  been  dHcovered;  combining  moft 
of  the  valuable  properties  of  tlic  celebrated'  waters  of  Saratoga. 
Should  further  experiments  confirm  the  favourable  opinion  already 
entertained  of  this  fpring,  it  will  provt  a  fortunate  difcovery  for  the 
city  of  Albany,  and  for  the  country  adjoining,  as  well  as  for  the  in- 
valids who  annually  refort  to  Saratoga,  under  many  inconveniencict 
and  at  a  great  cxpenfe. 

The  fait  fprings  we  have  already  mentioned.  The  wetghtofa 
bufhel  of  the  fait  made  of  thefe  waters  is  fifty-fix  pounds,  and  is  equat 
ingoodnefs  to  that  imported  from  Turks  ifland. 

This  State  embofoms  vaft  quantities  of  iron  ore.  Naturalifts  ob- 
ferve  that  ore,  in  fwamps  and  pondy  ground,  vegetates  and  in- 
creafes.  There  is  a  filver  mine  at  Phiiipiburgh,  which  produces 
Tirgin  filver.  Lead  is  found  in  Herkemer  county,  and  fulphur  in 
Montgomery.  Spar,  zink,  or  fpelter,  a  femi-metal,  magnez,  ufe4 
in  glazings,  pyrites  of  a  golden  hue,  various  kinds  of  copper  ore^ 
and  lead  and  coal  mines,  are  found  in  this  State.    AHb  petrified 

wood^ 
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^i^oodl,  plafter  of  Fteis>  ifin^aft  ia  ihe^  talc  and  cryOala  of  varioui 
luodt  and  colours,  fliot,  alb^ot,  and  icvcral  othfr  foffili.  A  fmaQ 
Vack  ikoc  h^  alib  bfcn  found,  whkti  vitrifies  with,  a  imall  heal^ 
wdy  it  is  ifud,  maki^  exceUeot  gla^. 

ISLANDS. 

There  are  three  iflands  of  note  belonging  to  this  State,  tiz.  York* 
Ifland,  which  will  be  hereafter  defcribed^*^  lA>ag»Iiland  and  States 
liland.^ 

Loo^Ifland  extends  one  huftdred  aad  forty  miles,  and  It mrii|uile» 
with  /4ontauk  pobt,.  It  is  not  more  than  ten  milis  in  bivadth  op  ^ 
tnediuna,  and  is  fep^r^d  from  Conne&tcut'by  Longrlflaadlbtmd. 
The  iiland  is  divided  into  three  counties ;  King's,  Qfeen's  aad 
Suffolk. 

King's  county  lies  at  the  weft  end  of  Loi^-Ifland,  oppofite  New- 
York,  aad  is  not  above  ten  miles  long  and  eight  broad ;  the  inhahf- 
tants  are  principally  Dutch  and  live  well ;  it  contains  a  number  of 
pleafant  villages,  of  which  Flatbuih,  Brooklyn  and  Bedford,  are  the 
principal. 

CJjieen's  county  lies  next  to  King's  as  you  proceed  eaftward ;  it  is 
about,  th'uty  miles  long  and  twelve  broad.  Jamaica,  Newtown, 
Hampftead,  in  which  is  a  handibmecourt-houfe,  and  Oyfier-bay,  9/Pt 
the  principal  villages  in  diis  county. 

Suffolk  county  is  about  one  hundred  miles  long  and  ten  broa^  asiT 
comprehends  all  the  eaftern  part  of  the  iiland  and  ieveral  litdc  iflands 
adjdning,  viz.  Shelter  iiland,  Fiiher's  iiland,  Plum  iflttd,  and  the 
lile  of  Wight.  Its  principal  towns  ar^  Himtington,  Southampton, 
Smithtowo,  Brook-Haven,  £aft*Hampton,  in  which  is  the  acadamj^ 
Southhold  and  Bridge*Hampton. 

The  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  is  flat  land,  of  a  light  fiody  foil,  bor- 
dered on  the  fca  coaft  with  large  traAs  of  ialt  meadow,  extending 
from  the  weft  point  of  the  iiland  to  Southampton ;  thia  foil,  liow« 
ever,  is  weft  calculated  for  raifing  grain,  efpecblly  Indian  com.  The 
north  fide  of  the  iiland  is  hilly  and  of  a  ftroog  foil,  adapted  to  the 
culture  of  grain,  hay,,  and  fruit.  A  ridge  of  hills  extends  from  Ja* 
maica  to  Southhold.  Large  herds  of  cattle  feed  upon  Hampftead 
plain,  and  on  the  ialt  roarihes  upon  the  fouth  fide  of  the  iiland. 

Hampftead  plain,  in  Qiieen't  county*  isacuriofity;  itisfixteen 
miles  in  length,  caft  and  weft,  and  ieven  or  eight  miles  wide ;  the 
foil  is  Mack,  and  to  appearance  rich,  and  yet  it  was  never  known  tp 

have 
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iiave  my  natural  gix^wtb^  exisept  ^Itind  of  wild  grafi  dad  ai^nk  (bkvim 
It  is  frequented  by  vaft*  nutiibtifsDf  plover.  Rye  giio^rf  tderaW^ 
itoll  on  ibme  parts  of  the  plain.  -The^nlbft^of 'it  lies  c^rnmoti^fol 
cattle,  horfes,  and  fheep.  As-  ihefj^4s*nothtngto  impede  the  pcofr 
pe<5t  in  the  whole  length  of  this  plain,  it  has  a  curious  but  tirefome 
cffed  upon  the  eye,  not  tinllfce  th^t  of  the  ocean. 
rf  Etft  tif  tMs  plaifi;  c*i  the  tokJdle  of  the  ifland,  vvs  compacatiteTy  a 
liai^n  heath,  oi^trgrown  Nvith-Hu-ub  oaks  and  pines,  aihodgft  Whit!l 
it  is  fuppofed  there  are  feveral  thoufand  deer.  It  is  frequented  alfo 
l^agntfctJflttmbdr'bf  groiirie,  a  very  d^lidous  bird.-  Lsms  have 
bmi^^iMlfifoi  the  prcfervari<irt'  ftf  t43fefe  birds  and  the  deer*  .  ^^ 
J-It*T»5r«^kttWc,*  ihat  on  iMoj>ttnk  pdint^  at  the^eift  end  of  tht 
^fi*n^'  «MM  aril  «^  fti<l»-  Betvfet)i^  this  point .  aikl .  £a&->Hamptoii 
is  a  beach  three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  in  the  center  of  which  was 
itodnd,  -about  ii%  yiaivago,  under  a  iand  hiil'which^iras  blown  up 
l^i^^fae  wittd^  the  iliim  dietotoii  of  a  large  whale,,  aearly  half  a  mite 
%dtti tht water.    ■  •-  -t  .      .  v.-     ,  :, 

"■  '  Tfefcre  vat  veiy*few.  rivers  upon  the*  ifland;;  :tiiQ  iajrgeil  is  Peako- 
Bock,  which  rifes  about  ten  miles  weft  of  a  place  called  River-head^ 
•Krhene'^'the  coiift*hnii£^  ibin(k,d^dJiutts  jeaflerlyiiDto  a  large  bay  di- 
4t<Hnfg  Southbold  from  Southsii^ploa';(in  thus  bay  arc  Robin  and 
IHieltw  rflandsi  I        .    *  .,.•::,.   .  .. .; 

The  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  is  indented  with  ouroeroas  dreams  of 
HWii^Aii  fi:io^  (which  fall  into^  a  large  ,bay  twa  ^r  three  miles  over, 
Atmed  by  ai  beach  about  eighty  rods  wide,,  which  ap(>ears  hke  a  bof- 
ijbrtothd  i^Midv'  extending  from  the  weik  end  of  it, to  Southampton. 
tTbroughs^his  jDcaoh^.in.'Vafious  placeisy  are  inlets  of  fuch  depth  as 
Upr^atek  ofi iwilHe.of  ifixjy  oc  fei&enty  fcnsi  Thi?5  bajC  was- formerly 
frefli  water.  Oyfters,  clams  and  fifli  of  various  kinds,  are  caught 
^vkh  4caib/ 9md  if|  great  plenty  in  this  bayv  withftines,  during  the 
ivinter  ^ai»n*>  i  It  is  jiat  uncommon  to  fee  forty  or  fifty  veflTeh  hefe 
•ioaifir^  witW  oyftcrs  at  the.  fame  time.  And  what  h  almoft  incrc- 
•idiblej^but.Aipported  by  the  tef^moay  of  perfons  of  veracity,  well 
idformed  jatto  the  nrjatter,  tiUrty  waggon?  iodds  of  bafs.have  been 
^^ughtJnahisibay.at  one  draught.  .   .      1       ,  :  i 

,.  i.RodLodkama  ^ond  lies  about  the  center  of  the  ifland^. between 
SnnitlitoT^'ii  atttd  Ifllp',  And  is  about  a  mile  in  cir<?umfeitnce ;  this 
-pond  has  ibspen- found  by  obfervat^on  to  rife  gradually  for  fcMsral 
'jfca^a  'uDiU  .arrived  to  .a  certain  height^  and  tbe^  ;d  fall  nwre  ra- 
cyidly  CQ  its.kwi'cft  b^cj,  add  thus  it  is:potitinu|i%  ebbipg  and ,  ilo«- 


\hg»  Tbfe  caufe  of  this  curious  phenomenon  has  never  been  invef- 
tigated.  Two  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  this  pond  is  a  confiderabfe 
Hream^  called  Connedticnt  river,  which  empties  into  the  bay. 

There  are  two  whale  fifherics,  one  from  Sagg  haibonr,  which 
(produces  about  one  thoufand  barrels  of  oil  annually ;  tlic  other  is  much 
fmallcr,  and  is  carried  on  by  the  inhabitants  in  the  wmter  feafon  from 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland.  They  comnxmly  catch  from  three  to 
ieven  whal^  in  a  feafon,  which  produce  from  twenty-fivs  to  ft^rty 
barrels  each^  of  oil.  This  fiihery  was  formerly  a  fource  of.  con- 
(iderable  wealth  to  the  inhabitants,  but  through  a  fcarcity  of  whales 
it  has  greatly  declined  of  late  years. 

There  is  a  confiderable  ti*a<k  carried  on  from  Sagg  harbour^ 
whence  is  exported  to  the  Weft^Indies  and  oth^  places^  whale  oil^ 
pitch-pine  boards^  horfeS)  cattle,  flax  kodi  beef,  &c»  The  prodnci^ 
of  the  middle  and  >)sreftern  parts  of  the  ifland  is  tarried  to  New- 
York^  Thii^  ifland  contains  more  tlmn  thirty^feven  thoufii^  itihabi'' 
tants. 

Staten  Hlatid  lies  nine  miles  fouth-weft  of  the  dty  of  New-York^ 
and  forms  Richmond  county  t  it  is  about  eighteen  miles  in  lengthy 
^nd,  iat  a  medium,  fix  or  feveh  in  breadth^  and  contains  three  thotf* 
£ind  eight  hundred  aikl  thirty-five  inhabitants.  On  the  fouth  fide  is 
-a  confiderablc  tradt  of  levels  good  landj  but  the  ifland  in  general  is 
rough  and  the  hifls  high.  Richmond  is  the  only  towh  of  any  note 
^n  the  ifland,  and  that  fe  a  poor  kconfiderable  place.  The  inha- 
bitants are  jprincipally  defcendants  of  the  Dutch  and  French.  * 

CIVIL  DivisioiNSi 

This  Sta^e  is  divided  into  toineteen  counticis,  viz;  New-Yorlc^ 
Albanyv  SuiFoIkv  Q^eeh*s,  King's,  Richmond,  Wcft-Chefter,  Orange* 
Ullter,  Duchcfs,  Columbia,  Rahfl^ellaQr,  Wafliington,  Clinton,  Mont- 
gomery, OAtario^  Herkemer,  Otfego,  and  Tyog^,  which^  by  an  a6l  of 
the  lejpflature>  pafled  in  March,  1 5^88,  were  iubdivided  into  townftrips; 

The  three  laft-mentiohed  counties  have  been  fepardted  from 
Montgomery  fince  the  cenfus,  and  have  acquired  the  greater  part  of 
their  inhabitants  fubfequent  to  that  period^  mofl  of  whom  emigraEted 
from  the  New-England  States^  The  county  of  Herkerficr  is  com* 
pofed  of  the  towns  of  German  FlatSj  Herkemer,  and  WhiteAown,- 
which,  in  i  79a,  %va8  divided  into  fevcral  Other  towns j  and  containecl 
in  1790,  according  to  the  cenfus,  four  thoufmdfeven  hundred  and 
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twenty*thrce  inhabi^nts ;  ftnce  which  this  number  has  been  ihcreaiecf 
10  upwards  of  fourteen  thoufand. 

The  townibips,  into  which  the  counties  are  divided,  are  corpora- 
tions  intefted  with  certain  privileges.     The  z6k  directs,    that  tljc 
freeholders  in  the  feversd  tovvnfliips  fliall  afienoble  in  town  meetings^ 
on  the  firH  Tuefday  in  April  annually,  and  chufe  their  town  officers, 
▼12.  one  iVfpervifor^  one  town  clerk,  from  three  to  feten  aiTeflbrs, 
one  or  more  eollodors,  two  overfeers  of  the  poor,  conmniffioners  of 
highways,  conftables,  fence^viewers,  pound-mafters,  Zee,  thefe  are 
to  hold  their  refjpedtive  offices  one  year,  or  until  others  be  chofen. 
This  a6t,  which  appears  to  have  originated  from  a  fpirit  of  pure  re- 
publicanifm,  came  in  force  the  firft  day  of  April,  1789.    It  has  a 
.happy  tendency  to.  diileminate  through  the  State  fuch  information 
and  fuch  principles  as  are  calculated  to  eherifli  the  fpirtt  of  freedom, 
and  to  filpport  the  republican  governments    The  frequent  coUedion 
of  people  in  town  n^eetings  makes  them  acquainted  with  each  other^ 
and  affimilates  their  ideas  and  their  manners :  their  being  inveded 
with  power  makes  them  feel  their  importance,  and  foufcs  their  am- 
bition;, their  town  meetings  will  be  a  fchool,  in  which  allthe  free 
citizens  of  the  State,  may  learn  how  to  tranfa6l  bufinefs  with  pro- 
priety,  and  in  which  they  may  qualify  themfelves  for  the  higher  of- 
fices of  the  State ;  the  number  of  put>lic  offices  will  be  increafed, 
without  increasing  the  expenfes  of  the  State  j  and  the  defire  of  pro- 
Biotion  is  innate  in  human  nature,  and  as  ambition  to  poffefs  the  re* 
quifite  qualifications  commonly  accompanies  this  defire^  tl\^  pvobsH 
bility  is,  that  the  number  of  perfons  qualified  for  public  offices  will 
be  increafed,  and  of  courfc  the  ntitober  of  godd  citizens  propor-* 
tionably  multiplied,   and  the  fubordinate  civil  affair*  of  the  State 
more  faithfully  and  more  regularly  tranfa^led* 

CHIEF     TOWNS. 

Thefe  are  three  incorporated  cities  in  this  State;  New-Yorty 
Albany  kud  Hudfon^ 

New-yqrk 

Is  the  capital  of  the  State,  and  ilands  on  the  fouth-weff  point  of 
Manhattan,  commonly  called  NeW-York  ifland,  at  the  confluence  of 
«the  Hudfon  and  Eaft  rivers.  The  principal  part  of  the  city  lies  on 
the  eail  fide  of  the  ifland,  although  the  buildings  extend  from  one 
river  to  the  other.    The  length  of  the  city  ©n  Eafl  river  is  about 
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t«M>  tniles,  but  falls  much  fhort  of  that  diftance  oh  the  banks  of  the 
Hudfon.  Its  breadth,  on  an  average,  is  nearly  three-fourths  of  a 
mile,  and  its  circumference  may  be  four  miles.  The  plan  of  the 
city  is  not  perfe^ly  regular,  but  is  laid  out  with  reference  to  thp 
lituation  of  the  ground.  The  ground  which  was  unoccupied  before 
'the  peace  of  1783,  was  laid  out  m  parallel  ftrccts  of  convenient 
width,  which  has  had  a  good  efFcft  upon  the  parts  of  the  city  lately 
buik.  The  principal  ftreets  run  nearly  parallel  with  the  rif«r» ; 
tbcfe  are  interfered,  though  not  at  right  angles,  by  ftreets  running 
from  river  to  river.  In  the  width  of  the  fircets  there  is  a  great  di*- 
verfity-  Water-fh^etand  Pcarl-ftreet,  (chdevant  Queen-flreec)  which 
occupy  the  banks  of  £aft  river,  are  very  conveniently  fitudted  for. 
bufinefs,  but  they  are  low  and  too  narrow,  not  admitting,  in  fome 
places,  of  walks  on  the  fides  for  foot  pafTengers.  Broad-Hreet,  ex«> 
tending  from  the  Exchange  to  City-hall,  is  fufliclently  wide;  this  wa« 
originally  built  on  each  fide  of  the  creek^  which  penetrated  almoft 
to  the  City-hall ;  this  flreet  is  low  but  pleafi/nt.  But  the  moft  con<^ 
▼enient  and  agreeable  part  of  the  city  is  the  Broadway ;  it  begins 
at  a  point  which  is  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  Hudfon  and  £aft 
rivers,  occupies  the  height  of  land  between  them  upon  a  true  merii* 
dional  line,  rifes  gently  to  the  northward,  is  near  feventy  feet  wide, 
adorned,  where  the  ion  formerly  flood,  (which  has  been  lately 
levelled)  with  an  elegant  brick  edifice  for  the  acconunodation  of 
the  governor  of  the  State,  and  a  public  walk  from  the  extremity  of 
the  point,  occupying  the  ground  of  the  lower  battery,  which  is  now 
demoliflied;  alfo  with  two  epiicopal  churches,  and  a  number  of 
elegant  private  buildiags.  It  terminates,  to  the  northward,  in  a 
triangular  area,  fronting  the  bridewell  and  alms-houfe,  and  <^m* 
mands  from  ^ny  point,  a  view  of  the  bay  and  narrows. 

Since  the  year  1788,  that  part  of  the  city  which  was  buried  in 
ruins  daring  the  war  has  been  rapidly  rebuilding;  thefireets  widened, 
ftraitened,  raifed  in  the  middle  lender  an  angle  ftifficient  to  carry  off 
the  water,  to  the  fide  gutters,  and  foot^ways  of  brick  made  on  each 
fide.  At  this  time,  the  part  that  was  deliroyed  by  fire  is  almoft 
wholly  covered  with  elegpmt  brick  houfies. 

Wall-ftreet  is  generally  fifty  feet  wide  and  elevated,  and  the  build* 
ings  elegant.  Hanovcr-fquare  and  Dock-ftreet  arc  conveniently  fitur 
atcd  for  bufinefs,  and  the  houfes  well  built.  William-fbrect  is  alfo 
elevated  aod  convenient,  and  is  the  principal  market  fpr  rctmling  dry 
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goodiv   Many  of  die  odier  ftreets  aie  pleafimt,  but  moil  of  them  ard 
Icregular  and  nam>w. 

The  houfes  are  generally  built  of  brick  and  the  roofi  tiled ;  thero 
^e  rpniaimng  a  few  bovfcs  built  after  the  old  Patch  vianaer,  bat 
tb^  Englifh  t^ftc  h«8  prevailed  almoft  a  century. 

Upoii  the  iQUth'rweft  point  <rf  th^  land  a  fort  with  feur  baftion^ 
fprmerl^  llood,  and  alfo  ^  battery  bclow^  The  area  of  the  fort  co^- 
tained  an  elegant  houfe  for  the  accommodation  of  the  royal  gmcr^ 
nors,  mi  was  co<ifumed  by  fire  in  Governor  Tiyon^s  time^  Thi^ 
fort  an4  battery  were  retnored  in  the  year  1791. 

The  moil  magnificent  edifice  \q  this  city  \s  Federal*>hall^  fituated 
9t  the  hfad  of  Broad^ftreet,  where  its  fifont  appean  to  great  adTann 
tage ;  die  bafement  flory  is  Tufcan,  and  is  pierced  with  feven  open- 
ingi ;  fo\ir  mafiy  pillars  in  the  center  fupport  fpur  Doric  ^lumns 
and  a  pediment.  The  freeze  is  ingeniouily  divided,  to  admit 
thirteen  ftars  in  metopes ;  thefe,  ^nth  the  A^seripan  Eagle,  and 
other  iniignia  in  the  pediment«  and  the  tablets  over  the  windows,i 
filled  with  die  thirteen  arrows  and  the  oiiye-branch  united,  mark  it 
as  a  building  defignated  for  m^tioQal  purpoiesr  After  entering  from 
the  Broad-i^eety  we  find  a  plainly  fin  tftied  fquare  room  flagged  witj^ 
fione,  and  to  which  the  citizens  have  free  accefs  |  from  this  we  enter 
the  veftibule  in  the  center  of  the  pile,  which  leads  in  front  to  th& 
floor  of  the  rcprefent^ives,  room,  or  real  Fed^rai-hall,  and  through 
two  arches  on  each  fide  by  a  public  (l^ir-icafe  on  the  left,  and  by  a^ 
pnvaie  one  on  the  right  to  the  fenate-chambo'  and  lobbies. 

This  vefiibule  is  paved  with  marble— is  very  lo^  and  well-finifh- 
^1  the  lower  part  is  of  a  light  ruilic^  which  fupports  a  hand* 
fome  iron  gallery ;  the  upper  half  is  in  a  lighter  ftyle,  and  is  finifhed 
with  a  flcy-Hght  of  about  twelve  by  eighteen  fe^t,  which  is  decorated 
widi  a  profuAoQ  of  ornament  in  the  ^ichcil  taft^.  The  reprefent^- 
tives  rpom  is  a  ipacious,  and  elegant  apartment  fixty-one  foet  deep, 
fifty-eight  wide,  and  thirty-fi^  l^ig^*  a  coved  ceiling  of  about  t^nfeet 
high  not  included.  Tliis  room  is  of  an  oi^angular  fon;n ;  four  of 
its  fides  are  rounded  in  the  manner  of  niches,-  and  give  a  graceful 
variety  to  the  whole ;  the  windows  are  large  and  placed  fii^teen 
feet  from  the  floor;  all  below  them,  is  finifhed  with  plain  wainfcot, 
ii;iterrupted  only  by  four  chimnies^  but  abore  thefe  a  number  of 
Ionic  columns  and  pilaibers,  with  their  proper  entablature,  are  very 
judicioufly  difl^cdi,  and  give  great  elegance.    In  the  pannels  be-, 
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tween  the  windows  trc^hies  are  carvedt  and  the  letters  U.  S,  in  a 
cypher  fnrrounded  with  laurel.  The  fpeaker's  chair  is  oppofite  the 
great  door,  and  raifed  by  feveral  fteps ;  the  chairs  for  the  memberf 
arc  ranged  femicircnkurly  in  two  rows  in  front  of  the  fpeaker  5  there 
are  two  galleries  for  the  accommodation  of  fpedtators. 

On  the  left  of  the  veftUyulc  is  a  lobby,  nineteen  by  forty^eight  feet, 
liniihed  with  Tufcan  pilailerst  diis  kads  to  the  fenate  chamber, 
which  is  forty  feet  long,  thirty  wide  and  twenty  high,  with  an  arched 
c^ing ;  it  has  three  windows  in  front  and  three  back ;  thofe  in  front 
open  into  a  gallery  twelve  feet  deep,  guarded  by  an  elegant  iron 
railing.  In  this  gallery  General  W^^ihington,  attended  by  the  Senate 
and  Honfe  of  Reprefentatives^  took  his  oath'  of  office  as  Prefident, 
in  dw  face  of  Heaven,  and  in  prefence  of  a  large  coiicourfe  of 
pe^e  afTenibled  in  front. 

The  fenate  chamber  is  decorated  with  pilafrers  of  an  order  in- 
rented  by  Major  L'Enfant  the  archited,  which  have  a  magnificent 
appearance.  The  marble  which  is  nfed  in  the  chimnies  b  American, 
and  for  beauty  of  (hades  and  polifh  is  equal  to  any  of  its  kind  in 
Europe,  Be^des  thefe,  there  are  feveral  other  rooms  forufeand 
convenience;  a  library,  lobbies,  and  committee  rooms  above,  and 
guard-roopas  below.  The  building,  on  the  whole,  does  much  credit 
to  the  ingenuity  and  abilities  of  the  architect. 

The  other  public  buildings  in  the  city  are,  three  houfes  for  public 
worlhip  for  the  Dutch  rcfonned  church,  four  Prefbyterian  churches, 
three  Epifcopal  churches,  two  for  German  Lutherans  and  Calvinifts, 
two  Friends*  m^eting-houfes,  two  for  Baptifts,  two  for  Methodifts, 
pne  for  Moravians,  one  Roman  Catholic  church,  one  French  Proi 
teftant  church  out  of  repair,  and  a  Jew's  fynagogue.  Befides  thefe, 
there  is  the  gbvernor's  houfe  already  mentioned,  a  moft  elegant 
building,  the  college,  gaol,  and  feveral  other  buildings  of  lefs  note. 
The  city  is  accommodated  with  four  markets  in  different  parts, 
which  are  fumifhed  with  a  great  plenty  and  variety  of  provifioiis  in 
neat  and  excellent  order. 

The  government  of  the  city,  which  was  incorporated  in  1696,  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  a  mayor,  aldermen  and  common  council.  The 
pity  is  divided  into  feven  wards,  in  each  of  which  there  is  chofen 
annually  by  the  people  an  alderman  and  an  affiftant,  who,  toge- 
ther yr'n^  the  yccord^r,  are  appointed  annually  by  the  council  of  ap«» 
point|nei\t. 

The 
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The  mayor's  court,  which  is  held  from  time  to  time  by  adjourn* 
»en4,  is  in  high  rejjutation  as  a  court  of  law. 

A  court  of  feffions  is  likewife  held  for  the  f  rial  of  criminal  caufes^ 

The  lituation  of  the  city  is  both  healthy  and  pleafant ;  furrounded 
on  all  fides  by  water,  it  is  rcfrelhed  with  cool  breezes  in  fummer, 
and  the  air  in  winter,  is  more  temperate  than  in  other  places  under 
the  fame  parallel,  York  ifland  is  fifteen  miles  in  length,  and  hardly^ 
one  in  breadth  ;  it  is  joined  to  the  Maine  by  a  bridge,  called  KingV 
bridge.  The  channels  between  Long  and  Staten  iflands,  and  be- 
tween Long  and  York  iflands,  are  fo  narrow  as  to  occafion  an  unufual 
xapidity  of  the  tides,  which  is  increafed  by  the  confluence  of  the 
waters  of  the  Hudfon  and  Eaft  rivers  ^  this  rapidity,  in  general,  pre* 
Tents  the  obftruftion  of  the  channel  by  ice,  fo  that  the  navigation 
is  clear,  e^tcept  for  a  few  days  in  feafons  when  the  weather  is  un/- 
commonly  fevere.  There  is  no  bafon  or  bay  for  the  reception  of 
fliips  ;  but  the  road  where  they  lie,  in  Eaft  river,  is  defended  fronv 
the  violence  of  the  fea  by  the  iflands,  which  interlock  with  each 
other,  £0  that,  except  that  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Portland,  in  the 
diftriA  of  Maine^  the  harbour  of  New»York,  which,  admits  fliips  of 
aoy  burthen,  is  the  beft  ist  the  United  States^ 

This  city  is  efteemed  the  moft  eligible  fituation  for  commerce  ii^ 
the  United  States.  It  almoft  necefl!arily  commands  the  trade  of  one 
half  of  New-Jerfey,  moft  of  that  of  Connecticut,  and  part  of  that  of 
Maflfachufetts,  and  almoft  the  whole  of  Vermont,  befides  the  wholo 
fertile  interior  country,  which  is  penetrated  by  one  of  the  largeft  rivers 
in  America,  This  city  imports  moft  of  the  goods  confumcd,  be- 
tween a  line  of  thirty  miles  eaft  of  Connecticut  river,  and  twenty 
miks  weft  of  the  Hudfon,  which  is  130  miles,  and  between  the 
ocean  and  the  confines  of  Canada,  about  four  hundred  miles ;  a  con- 
fiderable  portion  of  which  is  the  beft  peopled  of  any  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  whole  territory  contains  at  leaft  eight  hundred 
thoufand  people,  or  one-fifth  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Union,  Be* 
fides,  feme  of  the  other  States  are  partially  fupplied  with  good« 
from  New-York,  But  in  the  ftaple  conunodity  (ftour)  Pcnnfylvania 
and  Maryland  have  exceeded  it-^^the  fuperfine  flour  of  thofq  States 
commanding  a  higher  price  than  that  of  New^York ;  not  that  the 
^nality  of  the  grain  in  this  State  is  worfe,  but  becaufe  greater  attention 
is  paid  in  thofe  States  to  the  infpedion  and  manufacture  of  that  article. 

In  the  rnanufadure  likewife  of  Iron,  paper,  cabinet  works, .  &Ct 
Femifylvania  exceeds  not  only  New-York  but  all  her  fifter  States.   In 
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time  o(  peace,  however,  New- York  will  command  mwc  commencsad 
bufinefs  than  any  town  in  the  Unked  States.  In  time  of  war  it  wifl 
be  infecurc  without  a  marine  force  j  but  a  fmali  nuraiber  of  fliip* 
will  be  able  to  defend"  it  fronA  the  moft  formidable  attacks  by  fca. 

A  want  of  good  water  is  at  prefent  a  great  inconvenience  to  the  citi-» 
zenSf  tbere  being  few  wells  in  the  city ;  moft  of  the  people  are  fupplied 
every  day  with  frelh  water,  conveyed  to  their  doors  in  caik«,  from 
a  pump  near  the  head  of  Pearl-ftreet,  which  receives  it  froiii  a 
fpring  almoft  a  mile  from  the  center  of  the  city.  -  Thii  well  is  zbout 
twenty  feet  deep;  and  four  feet  ^diameter.*  The  average  quantity 
drawn  daily  from  this  remarkable  well  ie  one  hundred  and  ten  hogf- 
heads  of  one  hundred  and  thiity  gallons  each.  In  fome  hot  fummer* 
days  two  hundred  and  fixteen  hogiheads  have  been  drawn  from  it, 
and  what  is  very  f[ng\ilar,  there  are  nevermore  or  left  than  three 
feet  of  water  in  the  well.*  .Th&water  is  fold  commonly  at  three 
pence  a  hoglhead  at  the  pump.  Several  propofals  bat^e  been  made 
by  individuals  to  fupply  the  citizens  by  ppes,  but  none  have  yet 
been  accepted. 

New- York  is  the  g-^yeft  place  in.  America ;  the  ladies,  in  the  rich- 
iiefs  and  brilliancy  of  their  drefs,  are  not  equalled  in  any  city  in  ther 
United  States,  ;iot  even  in  Charlefton,  South-Carolina,  which  has 
heretofore  been  called  the  center  of  the  ieau  monde*  The  ladies^ 
however,  are  not  folely  employed  in  attention  to  drefs ;  there  arc 
raany  who  are  ftudioiis  to  add  to  brilliant  external  accomplifli- 
ments,  the  more  brilliant  and  lafting  accomplifliments  of  the  mind ; 
iior  have  they  been  unfuccefsful ;  for  New-York  can  boaft  of 
great  numbers  of  refined  tafte,  whofe  minds  are  highly  improved, 
and  whofe  converfation  is  as  inviting  as  their  perfonal  charms  :  tinc- 
tured with  a  Dutch  education,  they  manage  their  families  with  good 
economy  and  fifigular  neatnefs. 

In  point  of  fociability  and  hofpitality.  New- York  is  hardly 
exceeded  by  any  town  in  the  United  States.  If,  however, 
in  regard  to  thefe  agreeable  chara^eriftics,  the  preference  mull"  b« 
given  to  any  one  place,  it  decidedly  belongs  to  Charlefton,  South- 
Carolina.  Some  travellers  have,  in  thefe  refpeds,  given  Bofton  the 
preference  to  New- York. 

An  inquirer,  who  would  wifh  to  acquaint  himfelf  with  the  ftate 
of  the  people  of  New- York,  their  manners  and  government,  would 
naturally  a(k  the  citizens  for  their  focieties  for  the  encouragement 
of  fciences,  arts,  manufactures,  &c.  for  their  public  libraries ;  for 

their 
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thek  patrons  of  literature ;  their  well-regulated  academies ;  for  die{# 
feniale  academy  for  inftru^Hng  youjag  ladies  in  geography,  hiflory^ 
belles  lettresy  &c.  Such  inquiries  might  be  made  with  propriety^ 
but  could  not  at  prcfent  be  anfwered  iatisfaddrily.  From  the  fpirit 
of  impro^r^ment,  iKrwever,  which  has  of  late  appeared,  there  is  rea-i 
fim  to  believe,  that  this  trait  in  the  charaidter  of  the  citizens  of  New- 
York  will  foon  give  place  to  fme  difiinguifhed  for  a  preference  for 
thefe  things* 

On  a  general  view  of  this  city,  as  defcrlbed  thirty  years  ago,  and 
ia  its  preient  ilate,  the  comparifon  Is  flattering  to  the4>refent  age^ 
particularly  the  improvements  in  tafte,  elegance  of  manners,  and  that 
eafy  unaSedted  civility,  and  politenefs  which  fioirm  the  happineis  of 
fecial  intercourfe. 

It  is  found,  by  a  memomndum  in  one  of  the  old  regifters,  that 
the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  city,  taken  by  order  of  the  kingf 
Ml  the  year  1697,  was  as  follows  r 

{Men  •«.*••>•«•••  946 
Women  *  .  .  . ioi8 
Young  men  and  boys  .  .  .  .  .  864 
Young  women  and  girls  •  •   «   •     899 

3727 

rMen  •  .  « •  •  •  .    209 

Negrpes4  Vv  omen  •   .   .   .   • aoj  . 

1^  Boys  and  girls 161 

575 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  city  and  county  of  New-York> 
Jn  1756,  was  ten  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one  j  177 1> 
tW€«ty-one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixty  three  j  1786,  twenty* 
three  tlioufand  fix  hundred  and  fourteen;  179Q,  thirty-three  thou* 
fand  one  hundred  and  thirty-one ;  fince  which  time  they  have  in» 
creafed  far  beyond  the  proportion  of  any  preceding  period. 

ALBANY. 

The  City  of  Albany  is'£tuated  upon  the  weft  fide  of  Hudfon's  rivcf) 
one  hundred  and  fixty  miles  north  of  the  city  of  New-York,  in  latitude 
44**  36^,  and  is,  by  charter  granted  in  1686,  one  mile  upon  the  river, 
and  fixtcen  back.  It  contains  upwards  (^  one  thoufand  houfes,  built 
moftly  by  trading  people  on  the  margin  of  the  river.  The  houfes  ftaid 
chiefly  upon  Peai  1,  Market,  and  Water  ftreets,  and  fix  other  ftreets  or 
lanes,  which  cro(s  them  at  right  angles.  They  are  moftly  built  in  the 
old  Dutch  Gothic  ftyle,  with  the  gable  end  tothe  ftreet,  which  cuflom 
the  firfi  fettlers  brought  with  them  from  Holland,  The  gable  end  h 
1  '  commonly 
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itommonly  of  briclc.  With  the  heavy  moulded  orrAm«it  flaAtinf ^ 
With  nbtches,  like  flairs,  ind  an  iron  horfe  for  a  wfeather-cock  at  top. 
The  houfee  ttre  feldom  more  than  one  ftory  and  a  half  high,  and 
have  but  little  cohvenieiice,  and  lefs  elegance  j  but  they  are  kept 
veiy  neat,  Being  rubbed  with  a  mop  almoft  every  day,  and  fcoured 
'every  week.  Many  neW  houfesi  however,  have  lately  been  built  in 
this  city,  all  in  the  modem  ftyle ;  the  inhabitants  are  paving  the 
ftneets  in  the  New- York  plan  with  fbot-ways^  and  making  other  im- 
provements. 

The  cify  oiF  Albany  contains  about  four  thoufand  inhabitants,  col* 
le6ted  from  various  parts.  As  great  a  variety  of  languages  are  fpo- 
ken  in  Albany  a^  in  any  town  of  the  United  States,  but  the  Englifli 
predominates,  and  the  ufe  of 'every  other  is  cohftantly  leiTenirig.  Ad- 
Venturcrs,  in  purfuit  of  wQafth,  are  led  here  by  the  advantages  for 
trade  which  this  place  affords. 

Albany  is  Unrivalled  in  its  fitiiatibn.  It  flandis  on  the  bank  of  one 
^f  the  fin^fl  rivers  in  the  world;  at  the  head  of  a  (loop  navigation.  It 
enjoys  a  falubrioiis  air,  as  is  evinced  by  the  longevity  of  its  inhabi- 
tents.  It  is  the  natural  empbriutti  of  the  incfeafing  trade  of  a  large 
extent  of  country  weft  and  north  5  a  country  of  an  excellent  foil, 
Abounding  in  every  article  of  the  Weft-India  market,  plentifully  wa- 
tered with  navigable  lakes,  creeksj  and  rivers,  as  yet  only  paaially 
peopled^  but  fettling  with  almoft  unexampled  rapidity,  and  capable 
bf  affordihg  fubfiftence  and  affluence  to  milllohs  of  inhabitants.  No 
part  of  America  affords  a  more  eligible  opening  for  emigrants  than 
this ;  and  when  the  contemplated  Ibcks  and  danals  are  completed, 
the  bridge  ovet*  the  Mohawk  river  ere£ted,  and  tonvenient  roadi 
bpened  irtto  every  part  of  thfe  country,  all  which  will,  it  is  ex- 
j)eiftcd,  be  accomplifhed  In  a  few  years,  Albany  ^ill  probably  in** 
creafe  and  fiourifh  beyond  almoft  every  other  city  or  town  in  the 
tJnited  States; 

The  well-watitr  in  this  city  is  extrcinisly  bad|  fcarcely  drinkable  by 
thbfe  Vfh6  are  not  Accuftomed  to  it*  It  oozes  through  a  ftiff  blue 
clay,  and  it  irtobibesin  its  p^ffagc  the  fihe  particles  common  to  that 
kind  of  foil ;  this  difcolours  it,  and  when  expofed  any  length  of 
time  to  the  air,  it  acquires  a  difagreeable  tafte.  Indeed^  all  the 
Water  for  cooking  is  broUght  frdm  the  river^  and  many  families  ufe 
it  .to  drink.  The  Water  ia  the  wells  is  uriivholefome^  being  full  of 
little  infeds,  refembling,  except  iri  fize,  thofe  which  we  frequently^ 
fee  in  ftagnated  rain-water.    But  the  inhabitaiits  are  about  to  reme.i/ 
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this  inconvenience,  by  conftru^ing  water-works  t6  convc/  gooct 
water  into  the  city. 

The  public  buildings  are,  a  Low  Dutch  Church,  one  f6r  Preiby-* 
terians,  one  for  Germans  or  High  Dutch,  one  for  Epifcopalians — si 
hofpital,  the  city-hall,  and  a  handfome  brick  gaol. 

liUDSOM. 

The  city  of  Hudfon  has  had  the  moft  rapid  growth  of  any  place  ia 
America,  if  we  except  Baltimore,  in  Maryland.  It  is  fituatcd  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  Hudfon's  riVer,  in  latitude  42°  23',  and  is  one  hundred 
and  thirty  miles  nOrth  of  New-York ;  thirty  miles  fouth  of  Albany, 
and  four  miles  weft  from  Old  Claverack  toWn.  It  is  furrouiided  by 
an  cxtenfive  and  fertile  back  country,  and,  in  proportion  to  its  fize 
and  population,  carries  on  a  large  trad^ 

No  longer  ago  than  the  autumn  of  1 783,  MefTrs.  Seth  and  Thomas 
Jenkins,  from  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode-Ifland,  having  firft 
reconnoitcred  all  the  way  up  the  river,  fixed  on  the  unfettled.fpot, 
where  Hudlbn  now  Hands,  for  a  town.  To  this  fpol  they  found  the 
liver  was  navigable  for  veflels  of  any  fize.  They  purchafed  a  tra<5t 
of  about  a  mile  fquare,  bordering  on  the  river,  with  a  large  bay  to 
the  fouthward,  and  divided  it  into  thirty  parcels  or  (hares.  Other 
adventurers  were  admitted  to  proportions,  and  thfj  town  was  laid  out 
in  fquares,  formed  by  fpacious  ftreets,  crofling  each  other  at 
right  angles:  each  fquare  contains  thirty  lots,  two  deep,  divided  by 
a  twenty  feet  alley  ;  each  lot  is  fifty  feet  in  front,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  feet  in  depth. 

In  the  fpring  of  17S4,  feveral  houfes  and  ftores  were  erefted.  The 
increafe  of  the  town  from  this  period  to.  the  fpring  of  1786,  two 
years  only,  was  aftonifliingly  rapid,  and  refle6ts  great  honour  upon 
the  enterpi  ifing  and  perfcvering  fpirit  of  the  original  founders.  In 
the  fpace  of  time  juft  men'lioned,  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dwelling  houfes,  befides  {hops,  barns,  and  other  buildings,  four 
warehoufes,  feveral  wharfs,  fpermaceti  works,  a  covered  rope  walk, 
and  one  of  the  beft  diftilleries  in  Amerix;a,  were  ereded,  and  fifteen 
hundred  fouls  coile£ted  on  a  fpot,  which,  three  years  before,  was 
improved  as  a  farm,  and  but  two  years  before  began  to  be  built.'  Iti 
increafe  fince  has  been  very  rapid ;  a  printing-office  has  been  eftab- 
liflied,  and  feveral  public  buildings  have  been  erecfted,  befides  dwel- 
ling houfes,  ilores,  &c.    The  inhabitants  are  plentifully  and-convc- 
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mently  fupplied  with  water,  brought  to  their  cellars  in  wooden  prpes 
from  a  fpring  two  miles  from  the  town. 

It  Hands  on  an  eminence,  from  which  are  eSctcnfive  and  dclightf^^ 
views  to  the  north-weft,  north,  and  round  that  w^  to  the  fouth- 
caft,  confifting  of  bills  and  vallics,  variegated  with  woods  and  or-r 
chards,  corn-fields  and  meadows,  with  the  river,  m'hich  is  in  moft 
plap^s  ^  mile  over,  and  may  be  feen  a  confiderable  diftance  to  the 
northward,  forming  a  number  of  bays  and  creeks.  From  the  fouth-^ 
<aft  to  the  fouth-weft,  the  dty  is  fcrecned  with  hills  at  different  dif- 
tances,  and  weft,  afar  oflf  over  the  river  and  a  large  valley,  the  prof- 
peA  is  bounded  by  a  chain  of  ftupendo^s  mountains,  called  theKatts* 
kill,  running  to  th^  weft-north-weft,  which  add  iriagnificei^ce  an4 
fublimity  to  |he  whole  fcene. 

Upwards  of  twelve  hundred  fleighs  entered  the  city  daily,  for  fe-* 
vcral  days  together,  in  February,  1786,  loaded  with  grain  of  various 
k^nds,  boards,  fliingles,  ftaves,  hoops,  iron  ware,  ftone  for  build- 
iog,  fire-wood,  and  fundry  articles  of  provifion  for  the  market,  fron\ 
which  fome  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  advantage  of  its  fituation 
V9\th  refpc6l  to  the  country  adjacent^  which  is  every  way  ^xtenfivcf 
and  fertile,  particularly  weftward.  The  original  proprietors  of 
JIudfon  offered  to  purchafe  a  tradt  of  land  adjoining  the  fouth  part  of 
the  city  of  Albany,  and  were  conftrained,  by  a  refufal  of  the  propo- 
fition,  to  become  conrpetitors  for  the  cammerce  of  the  northern 
counpy,  when  otherwife  they  would  hav^  added  great  wealth 
a|id  cqnffs^uence  to  Albany. 

tpUGHKEEPSIE. 

Poughkeepfie  is  the  (hire  town  of  Duchefs  county,  and  is  fttuated 
upon  the  eaft  fide  of  Hudfon's  river,  and  north  of  Wapping^, 
kill  or  creek.  It  is  a  pleaiant  little  town,  and  has  freqv^ntly  been 
ikp  feat  of  the  State  government.  v 

LANS(;iBU&GH. 

Lanfinburgh,  formerly  called  the  New  City,  flails  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  fhe  Hudfon,  juft  opppfiiK  to  the  fouih  br^njch  of  Mohawk 
river,  and  nine  miles  north  of  Albany.  It  is  a  very  flourifl|ingplace,^ 
^leafantly  fituated  on  a  plain  at  the  foot  cf  a  hilA. 

X  t  a  KING-/ 
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KINGSTON. 

Kingfton  is  the  county  town  of  Ulftcr,  Before.it  ^as  burnt  by  tho 
Britilh,  in  1777,  it  contained  about  two  hundred  houfesj  regularly 
built  on  an  elevated  dry  plain,  at  the  mouth  of  a  little  pleafent  {lream> 
called  £fopus*kiU  or  creek,  that  empties  into  the  HudfoH)  but  is 
nearly  two  miles  w^ft  from  the  river.    The  town  has  been  rebuilt. 

SKIKSCTAOT. 

Skenedady  is  fixteen .  miles  north-weft  of  Albany,  in  Albanjr 
county,  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Mohawk  river.  The  town  is 
compadt  and  regular,  built  of  brick,  and,  excepting  %  few,  ih  the 
old  Dutch  ftyle,  on  a  rich  flat  of  low  land,  furrounded  With  hills. 
The  windings  of  the  river  through  the  town,  and  the  fields,  which 
are  often  overflowed  in  the  fpring,  afford  a  beauti&l  profped  about 
harveft  time.  As  it  is  at  the  foot  of  a  navigation  on  a  long  river> 
•  which  paflles  through  a  veiy  fertite  country,  one  wouhi  fuppofe  it  to 
embrace  much  of  the  commerce  of  it ;  but  originally  knowing  no 
other  than  the  fjir  trade,  fince  the  revolution  the  place  has  decayed, 
and  no  advantage  been  taken  of  its  happy  fituation. ' 

FLATTSBVIL6B. 
Plattlburgh  Is  an  cxtenflve  townflifp  in  Clinton  county,  fituated 
on  the  weft  margin  of  lake  Champlain.  From  the.  fouth  J)art  of  the 
town  fhe  mountains  turn  away  wide  from  the  lake,  andJeavea 
charming  tra6l  of  excellent  land,  of  a  rich  loam,  well  watered,  and 
about  an  equal  proportion  fbitable  fdr  Aieadow  and  for  tillage.  The 
land  rifes  irf  a  gentle  afcent  for  fereral  miles  from  the  lakp,  of  whi^h 
every  farm  will  have  a  delightful  view.  Seven  years  ago,  this  town- 
ftip,  and  the  whole  county,  indeiad,  which  at  preftnt  contains  fe- 
yeral  thoufand  inhabitants,  was  a  -  wildcmefs ;  now  they  have  t 
houfe  for  public  worlhip,  a  court  houfe,  and  gaol.  The  courts  of 
common  pleas  and  general  feffions  of  the  peace  fit  here  twice  in  a 
year.  They  have  artiifans  of  altfioft  every  kind  among  them,  and 
fiirnifli  among  themfelves  all  the  tnaterials  for  building,  glafe  ex- 
cepted* Polite  circte  iray  here  be  found,  and  the  genteel  traveller 
be  entertained  with  the  h^^xuries  of  a  fea  port,  a  tune  on  the  harpfi- 
chord,  and  a  philofophical  coiiverfation.  This,  with  many  other 
inftances  of  the  kind,  fcrvc  to  verify  a  prophetic  remark,  in  a  letter 
*  of 
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of  Congrefi  to  their  ponftitdents^  written  in  a  time  of  gloomy  def? 
pondency,  to  the  following  purport;  **  Vail  lakes  and  rivers, 
icarcdy  known  or  explored,  whofe  waters  have  rolled  for  ages  ii| 
filence  and  obfcurity  to  -the  ocean,  and  extenfive  wildernefles  of  fer- 
tile foil,  tfae  dwelling  place  of  favage  beafts,  fliall  yet  hear  the  dii\ 
of  induftiy,  becopic  fubfervient  to  commerce,  and  boaft  delightfut 
yillas,  gilded  fpircs,  and  fpacioui  cities  riiing  on  their  banks,  an4 
fields  loaded  with  the  fruit  ©F  cultivation." 

POPULATION. 

•  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  State,  in  1786,  was  two  hun-: 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-feven,  of 
which  eighteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-nine  were  blacks* 
Jn  1756,  there  were  eighty-three  thoufand  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  whites,  and  thirteen  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty-two  blacks, 
ninety-fix  thotrfand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-five  in  the  whole.  Jn 
1771,  there  were  one  hundred  and  forty-eight,  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  whites,  and  nineteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  an4 
ttghty-three  blacks ;  total  one  hundred  and  fixty-eight  thoufand  and 
ibven.  From  the  above  enumerations  it  appears,  that  the  average  in* 
Oi'eafe  of  inhabitants,  from  1756  to  1786,  was  four  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  fifty-four.  The  population  in  1790,  was  three  hundred 
and  forty  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty ;  but  from  what  has  aK 
ready  been  obferved  refpeding  New-York,  Albany,  ^c»  it  is  evident 
diat  the  prefent  number  of  inhabitants  cannot  be  touch  fliort  of  four 
hundred  thoufand.  A  confideraBle  part  of  thefe  have  emigrated  from 
Europe  and  the  New- England  States »  Thefe  emigrations  have  been 
yery  numerous,  particularly  from  Rfiode-Ifland,  Conne6ticut,  an^ 
Maifachufetts,  fince  the  peace  of  1783. 

'  The  following  tables  exhibit  the*  number  of  mhabit^nts  in  each 
^wn  according  to  the  cenfus  of  1 790  ; 
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CENERAt  DESCRIPTION 


RICHMOND    COUNTY. 


TDWJJS. 

1 

u 

« 

1 
s. 

J 

^ 

i 

l1 
II 

11 

Ik  - 

1 

1 

3 

1 

CO 

•a 

Callle-Town  .   .   . 

178 

m 

3H 

2b 

114 

805 

Wcftfield     .   .  •   . 

197 

223 

427 

3^ 

276 

'^5' 

Sonthficld    •   f   •   . 

»S' 

rs9 

306 

35 

834 

»« 

Northfield  •  •  •   • 

a*3 

226 

402 

35 

«35 

1021 

749 

75' 

1449 

127 

759 

3835 

K 

ING's 

COUNTY. 

Brooklyn     .... 

36a 

*S7 

167 

14 

405 

1603 

Fbtbufh  ..... 

160 

»S3 

12 

37« 

941 

New-Utrccht  .   .   . 

98 

8» 

10 

*o6 

5.62 

Gravcfend  .... 

88 

6*9 

129 

5 

»35 

426 

Flattands     .... 

7* 

7' 

143 

137 

4'»3 

Bttfliwick    .... 

1*3 

69 

172 

■5 

iri 

540 

903 

.  700  '  1414      46 

143* 

4495 

QU 

EEN' 

8    COUNTY, 

New-Town     .   •   . 

4»o 

353 

7« 

5* 

533 

2^111 

Jamaica 

397 

.■♦94 

697 

^5 

222 

1^5 

Fhifhing      .   .   .   . 

3*^ 

229 

S90 

123 

340 

1607 

New--Hampftcad     • 

SS° 

442 

10*6 

171 

507 

^9'S 

Oyfter?Pay .   •   .   ^ 

949 

756 

17091 

302 

381 

4097 

/ 

Soath-Hauipilead    • 

9'3 

789 

170S 

9s 

326 

382^ 

3SS4 

2863 

6480 

808 

2309 

1 60 1 4 

su 

FFOL 

K    COUNTY, 

\  . 

Huntington     .    .    . 

763 

742 

1468 

74 

•1  ^^3 

3260 

Iftip 

132 

126 

248 

6iJ 

M 

6^9 

Smitb-Town  .   .   . 

»9S 

»79 

369 

1^.1 

,    ibt 

»     1022 

Brookhaven     .   .  . 

7*7 

6,7 

1372 

*7^ 

23? 

f     3*^ 

Shelter  Ifland  .  -.   . 

39 

38 

77 

2.1 

.     *4 

^       201 

'  Soutbhold   .   •   .   . 

76? 

646 

1436 

19c 

>    18^ 

'     35^19 

South-Hampton     . 

78. 

653 

IS44 

28^ 

r       14^ 

)     3408 

Eaft-Hanvpton     .   . 

354 

272 

673 

9^ 

>          9c 

)     1497 

3756 

3*73 

7187 

1 126 

>  logi 

W  16440 

0*   KfiW-VpRX* 
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NEW-YORK,  CITY  AND  COUNTY. 


TOWNS. 


o   S 

St 


I- 


e 

M 

I 


J 

u 


City  of  New- York 
Harlem  Dlvifion   • 


8328 

172 


S797 
no 


14963  1060 

291      41 


2180  32328 
189I      803. 


8500 


5907 


15254,1101 
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WEST-CHESTER  COUNTY. 


Morrillina,     • 
Weft-Chefter, 
Eall-Chefter, 
Pelham,     .   . 
Yonkers,    •   . 
Greenburgh, 
Ncw-Rochclle, 
Scarfdale,  .   . 
Momaroneck, 
Rye,  .    .   .   . 
Harrifon,  •   • 
White  Plains, 
Mount  Pleafant, 
North-Caftle, 
Bedford,    •   • 
Poundridgc,  • 
Sakm,    •   •   . 
North-Salem, 
Stephen,    .   . 
York,     .    .   . 
Courtlaadt.    . 


43 
217 

174 

45 
265 

330 
170 

73 
108 
258 
242 
130 
SOI 
608 
618 
247 
366 
266 
343 
389 
484 


"JQ-^Q 


17 
212 

160 

31 
220 

3*3 
130 

S3 
98 
164 
220 
100 
422 

593 
622 
270 
326 

239 
297 
381 
45* 


41 
421 
320 

84 

4^8 
616 

277 

113 
171 

427 

218 

909 

1205 

1 182 

538 
728 
509 
612 

771 
905 


5^30  109581  357 


2 

49 

II 

1 

12 

9 

26 

14 
18 

14 

35 
8 

8 

43 
10 

7 

14 
16 


25 


30 
242 

75 
38 
170 
122 
89 
28 

S7 
123 

54 
49 
84 

^9 
38 

19 
28 

38 
40 
66 


133 
1203 

740 

199 

1125 

1400 

692 

281 

452 

986 

1004 

io5 
1924 
2478 
2470 
1062 

1453 
1058 
1297 
1609 
1932 


1419I  24003 


DUCHESS     COUNTY, 


Frederickftown, 
Phillipftown, 
Sotitheaft-Town, 
Pawling,     .   .    . 
Beekman,  •   •   . 
FillihiU,     .   .   . 


1437 

231 
1031 

847 
1366 


1540 

593 

241 

1068 

95' 

1290, 


2851 " 
942 

4^^ 

20C)8 

1682 
2643 


41 

2 

3 

9^ 
II 

41 


63 
*5 

^3 

42 

106 
601 


593* 

2079 

921 

4330 
3597 
S94A 
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DUCHESS  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 


TOWNS. 


Poughkeepfie,  . 
Clinton,  •  .  • 
Amenia,  •  •  • 
Northdaft-Town, 
Rhynebcck,  .  . 
Waihington, 


I? 

1^ 


617 

II73 

768 

1267 


10968 


I. 


573 
1112 

780 
863 

75^ 
1295 


1 1062 


4 

e 


t 


1092 

1449 

^597 
1544 
2494 


20940 


t 


48 

»9 
22 

66 
S5 


440 


'99 
176 

80 

42 1 

78 


1 


2529 

4607 
3078 

3401 
366^ 
S189 


1856    45266 


ORANGE    COUNTY. 


Minifink,  .  .  . 
Goflien,  .  .  . 
Ncw-Cornwall, 
Warwick,  •  .  • 
Haverftraw,  .  • 
Orange-Town, 


552 

616 
108 1 

869 
1191 

291 


4600 


546 

5^9 
1029 

896 
1174 

176 


1049 
1042 
1906 
1702 

2207 
470 


4340     838$ 


17 

59 
42 

41 
16 
26 


201 


5« 

2T2 
167 

.95 
238 

203 


966 


221$ 
2448 
4225 

3603 
4826 

1^75 
18492 


ULSTER     COUNTY. 


Woodftt>ck,    .   , 
Middletown, 
Rocheftcr,      .   . 
Mama-Gating, 
Hurly,    .    .    . 
Marbletown, 
Shawangunk, 
Montgomer)'', 
WaUkill,    .   . 
New-Windfor, 
New-Burgh,  . 
New-Marlborough, 
New-Palt2,    . 
Kingfton,  .   • 


278 

^93 

374 
436' 
166 
492 
484 
898 
604 

463 
615 
536 

513 
906 


268 
259 
321 
491 
129 
469 

453 
834 
690 

417 
590 
605 
520 
745 


7058.!  6791 


453 

460 

638 

780 

306 

840 

821 

1578 

1 166 

805 

109 1 

1027 

962 

^558 

'^485 


I 
14 

5 

I 

^5 
20 

17 
8 

17 
12 

15 
12 

9 

111 


15 
6 


5' 
245 

374 
350 
236 

103 
117 

57 

58 

302 

711 


1015 
1019 
162$ 

^7^3 

847 

2i9af 

2128, 

3563 
2571 
1819 

*3^5 
2241 
2309 
39*9 


2906  29397 
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COLUMBIA    COUNTY. 


3 

-a 

i 

TOWNS. 

6  -o 

•Is 

0 

t^ 

\2 

s 

8 

-A 

f- 

1 

5 

> 
(1 

0 

Canaan-Town,  •    .    . 

I713 

1704 

3235 

S 

35 

6^92 

Hills-Dale,     . 

•   •    . 

1054 

1220 

2245 

6 

31 

455^ 

Livingfton,     • 

... 

IIOI 

III2 

2148 

^33 

4594 
4661 

Kinderhook, 

•    •«   . 

103s 

1028 

1954 

.     6 

638 

Claverack, 

•    •   . 

744 

749 

1418 

II 

340 

3262 

Hud(ony     •   • 

•    •  .• 

618 

590 

I156 

«7 

193 

2584 

Clermont, 

•    •   . 

190 

207 

3';7 

»i3 

867 

German-Town,     .   . 

118 

127 

231 

'■ 

40 

S16 

6^73 

6737 

12744 

SS 

1623 

277,^2 

ALBAN 

Y    CO 

UNT 

Y. 

» 

Ranifelaerw  ick-Town, 

2027 

2086 

3^35 

570     8318 

Stephen-Towpf,     •    . 
Balls-Town,      .    .   . 

1713 

1S32 

3224 

I 

25     6795 

1890 

2022 

3329 

*3 

^91     7333 

Cambridge,   .   •    •    • 

1242 

i3o8( 

2405 

41^ 

4996 

Half-Moon,  . 

«43 

954 

1670 

7 

128 

3602 

Saratoga,    .    . 

738 

868 

1404 

.     8 

S3 

3071 

Hofack,      .    • 

^93 

841 

1456 

18 

^7 

3035 

StUL  Water,   . 

770 

794 

'   143^ 

10 

61 

3071 

Eaflun,  •    •    • 

568 

724 

1 199 

:         48 

^539 

Pitts-Town,  • 

566 

700 

1 148 

33 

2447 

Schachticoke,    .    .    . 

409 

387 

694 

•343 

1833 

Skenearady,  •    .    •    . 

180 

170 

328 

.    .    78 

756 

On  illands  not  in- 1 
eluded  in  towns,  J 

6 

8 

9 

6 

29 

Albany  City,     ... 

804 

653 

1443 

26 

572 

3498 

Water  Vliet,      ... 

1737 

1696 

3262 

17 

707 

7419 

Cookie,    .••'...    . 

800 

822 

H74 

8 

302 

3406 

SKatrs-kill, 

475 

357 

«35 

8 

305 

1980 

Freehold, 

S30 

425 

861 

I 

5 

1822 

Ranflelaer-Ville,    .    . 

707 

740 

i^ii 

13 

2771 

Duanelburgh,    .    .    . 

41C 

►       369 

865 

I 

5 

1470 

Schoharv,      .... 

542 

435 

93^ 

.    -8 

-      152 

2073 

SkencaadyS.ofthe: 
'     Mo.whawk,  .   .  .• 

89c 

)       ^75 

1483 

34 

:      381 

3472^ 

, 

i8^4c 

)|  i886e 

>i  3422/ 

'    I?-: 

>     3924 

J  7573^ 

Vol.  II. 
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MONTGOMERY    COUtiTY. 


ci 

1 

s 

O    n 

^ 

j5 

<£ 

II 

1 

1 

8. 

TOWNS. 

|1 

B  ^ 

lb 

J 
5 

1 

•i 

Otefgo,      .    .    .    • 

•        ?63 

427 

698 

6 

8 

1702 

Caughndwaga,  .    .  ^ 

.      iiaS 

1068 

19&8 

4 

133 

4261 

Palatine,    •   .   .   . 

8oc 
.      1088 

8,5 

1582 

10 

192 

3404 

Mohawky  .^  .   •   • 

1141 

»092 

8 

III 

4440 

German  FJatts»      . 

•       354 

301 

630 

a 

20 

1307 

Herkermer,    ,    .   . 

406 

388 

72* 

t 

8 

15*5 

Whites-Town,  •    • 

680 

443 

749 

3 

7 

1891 

Chemung^      •    •    , 

.       648 

644 

109 1 

1 

7 

2391 

Connafoxharric,    . 

.      1648 

1538 

^868 

6 

96 

6156 

Harpersficld,     .   . 

.       5*4 

424 

772 

6 

X726 

CHeaango,    .   .   . 

13 

12 

20 

4S 

7866 

7201 

13152 

41 

.      S8B 

28%8 

WASI 

^INGI 

roN 

cou 

NT' 

y. 

Salem-Town,    •  «   . 

S8. 

S6i 

102 1 

t 

ft2 

2186 

Granvrlle,      .   •   .   . 

583 

564 

1093 

2240 

Argyle^      •    »   •    .    . 

624 

646 

IOS7 

M 

234« 

Wcftfield,  .   .   .  .    , 

'      544 

59' 

959 

9 

2103 

Hebron,     .   .   .   •   . 

*      406 

479 

818 

1703 

Queenfberry,     *  .   . 

SOI 

27s 

5+3 

t 

io8o 

Kingfberry,    .    .    •    . 

»99 

291 

529 

I 

tI20 

Whitehall,     .    .    .    • 

aoo 

214 

38^ 

( 

.    1 

806 

Hampton,  •  *  .   .   • 

108 

'3' 

224 

3 

¥>3 

3615 

375a 

6625 

47 

14042 

C  LI 

NTO 

N    CC 

)UN'] 

ry. 

■.      ■    V 

Champlain-ToFwn,    • 

188 

I2J 

247 

[    «5 

3 

'     57^ 

Plattiburgh,  •    •   .    . 

•S3 

108 

1       184 

^3 

45^ 

Wellfbnrgh,  .    .    .   . 

l^Z 

86 

K6 

-/ 

/  2 

375 

Crown  Fbint,    •   •   • 

73 

3» 

91 

I 

203 

546 

-357 

678 

16 

6 

17 

1614 

Ontario  County,    .   • 

5*4 

192 

34a 

II 

..  1075 

.r*^- 
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SUMMARY  OF    POPULATION. 


COUKTIES. 


^1 


§ 


I 

s 


c 

•g 

A 

*i 

^ 

k. 

^ 

Z 

jS 

< 

S5 

t3 


Richmond  County^  . 
King's  do.  .... 
Queen's  do.  •  .  .  • 
Suffolk  do.  .... 
N.York  City&  County 
Weft.Cheftcr  County, 
Duche&  do.  •  .  • 
Orange  do.  .  .  . 
Ulfterdo.  .  .  . 
Columbia  do.  .  . 
Albany  do.  ... 
Montgomery  <io. 
Wafliington  do.  . 
Clinton  do.  .  .  • 
Ontario  do.    •   •   . 


749 

903 

3SS4 

3756 
8500 

5939 

10968 

4600 

7058 

6573 
18549 

7866 
5*4 


7S« 

1449 

127I 

700 

1414 

4f', 

2863 

6480 

8c8l 

3*73 

7187 

1126 

5907 

'5*54 

IIOI 

5330 

10958 

357 

1 1062 

20940 

440 

4340 

«385 

201 

6791 

1248; 

»57 

6737 

12744 

55 

J8«6b 

342*7j 

170 

7201 

13152 

41 

375* 

6625 

3 

357 

678 

16 

192 

34* 

b 

759; 

2309} 
1098 
2369: 
1419 
1856 
966; 
2906 
16231 

3924; 
588 

47- 
17 


3«3S 

449S 
16014 

16440 

33131 
24003 
45266 
1849ft 
'*9397 
i^773» 
75736 
28848 
14042 
1614 
107s 


83700  78 122' 152320  4654  21324^340120 


CURIOSITIES, 

In  the  county  of  Montgomery  is  a  fmajl,  rapid  fiream,  emptying 
into  Scroon  lake,  weft  ot  lake  George ;  it  runs  under  a  hill,  the  bafe 
of  which  is  fixty  or  feventy  y^ds  diameter,  forming  a  moft  curious 
and  beautiful  arch  in  the  rock,  as  white  as  ihow.  The  fury  of 
the  water,  and  the  roughnefs  of  the  bottom,  added  to  the  terrific 
noife  withip,  has  hitherto  preycptcd  apy  perlbn  from  paffing  through 
the  chafm. 

In  the  townftiip  of  Williborough,  in  Clinton  county,  is  a  curious 
fplit  rock.  A  point  of  a  mouptain,  which  projected  about  fifty- 
yards  into  lake  Champlain,  appears  to  have  b^ea  broken  by  fomc 
violent  (hock  of  nature.  It  is  removed  from  the  main  rock  or  moun*- 
tain  about  twenty  feiet,  and  the  oppofite  fides  fo  exa^ly  fuit  each 
other,  that  there  needs  no  other  proof  of  thdr  havmg  been  once 
united.  The  point  broken  off  contains  about  half  an  acre,  and  is 
9pvere4  with  wpo4.    The  height  of  the  rock  qn  each  fide  of  the  fif* 
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fure  is  about  twelve  feet.  Round  this  point  is  a  fpacious  bay, .  flicl-. 
tered  from  the  fouth-wcft  and  north-well  winds  by  the  furrounding  • 
hills  and  woods.  On  the  weft  fide  are  four  or  five  finely  cultivated 
ikrms,  which  altogether,  at  certain  feafons,  and  in  certain  fituations, 
form  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  landfcapcs  imaginable.  "  Sailing 
under  this  coaft  for  feveral  miles  before  you  come  to  Split  Rock,  the 
ipountains,  rude  and  barren,  feem  to  hang  over  the  pafTenger  and 
threatai  del1ru£lion. — A  water,  boundlefs  to  the  fight,  lie^  before 
him  ;  man  feels  his  own  littlenefs,  and  infidelity  itfelf  pays  an  un- 
w;illing  homage  to  the  Creator.  Inftantly  and  unexpectedly  the 
fcene  changes,  and  peeping  with  greedy  eye  through  the  fifliire, 
nature  prefents  to  the  view  a  filver  bafon,  a  verdant  lawn,  a  humble 
cottage,  a  golden  harveft,  a  majeftic  foreft,  a  lofty  jnountain,  an 
azure  Iky,  rifing  one^bove  another  "  in  juft  gradation  to  the  ama- 
zing whole."* 

^xin  the  beginning  of  the  year  1792  a  very  extraordinary  cavern, 
nt  a  place  called  by  the  Indians,  Sepafcot,  on  the  eftatc  of  the  Mifs 
Rutfens,  at  Rhynbeck,  in  Duchefs  county,  was  difcovered.  A 
lad,  by  chance,  pafling  near  its  entrance,  which  lay  iJetween  two 
huge  rocks  on  the  declivity  of  a  fieep  hill,  on  prying  into  the^ 
gloomy  recefs,  faw  the  top  of  a  ladder,  by  which  iie  defcended  about 
len  feet,  and  foupd  himfelf  in  a  fubterraneous  apartment,  more  ca- 
pacious than  he  chofe  to  invefiigate.  He  found,  however,  that  it 
had  been  the  abode  of  perfons,  who  probably- dpring  the  war  not 
daring  to  be  feen  openly,  had  taken  ihelter  there,  as  bits  of  cloth 
and  pieces  of  leather  were  fcattered  about  its  floor.  He  then  left  the 
place,  and  little  more  was  thought  of  it,  until  the  iponth  of  Odober 
following,  when  the  writer  of  the  following  account  made  one  of 
a  large  party,  who  went  from  the  feat  of  a  gentleman  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood on  purpofe  to  examine  it,  •*  We  found  its  entrance" 
'  much  fmaller  than  we  expefted,  and  with  fome  difficulty  gained  the 
ladder,  by  meaiis  of  which  the  remairiing  defcent  was  made  tolerably 
eafy.  Two  young  ladies  were  with  us,  who  had  heroifm  enough  to 
make  the  trophimium  tour  with  us.  We  had  fix  Q^ndles  to  fcrutinize 
the  receffes  of  the  apartment,  where,  perhapr,  light,  for  upwards  of 
five  thoufand  years  before,  had  never  gleamed.  We  found  the 
cave  divided  by  a  narrbw  paflage  into  two  divifions ;  the  firft  being 
about  feventeen  feet  in  length,  and  fo  low,  that  a  child  of  eight  years 

*  Mr.  M.  L.  Woolfey,  of  Plattlburgh.     To  this  ingenious  gentleman  the  public 
ar?  indebted  for  much  valuable  information  concerning  Clinton  CQuaty. 
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•U  cotild  but  juft  walk  upright  in  it ;  the  breadth  is  about  eight  or 
ten  feet.  The  fecond,  between  twelve  and  fourteen  feet  in  length,  * 
but  much  higher  and  broader  than  the  firft.  In  this  laft  room  we 
found  that  three  bats  had  taken  up  their  Winter  quarters,  and  hung 
fufpended  from  the  roof,  as  it  were,  by  the  very  tips  of  the  wings. 
But  what  makes ^  the  cave  peculiarly  worthy  of  notice  is  the  petrify- 
ing quality  of  the  water,  that  by  a  gentle  oozing,  continually  drops 
from  every  part  of  the  ceiling,  the  whole  of  which  exaftly/efembles 
a  mill  gutter  in  a  frofty  morning,  with  a  thoufand  icicles  impend- 
ing. Thefe  concretions  are  formed  by  the  water,  and  probably  aro 
conftantly  increafiog.  They  have  in  almoft  every  refpe^:  the  appear-  '  . 
ance  of  icicles,  and  may  be  broken  off  by  the  hand  if  not  more  than  * 
two  inches  .in  circumference.  They  appear  of  a  confillence  much 
like  indurated  lime,  almofl  tranfparent,  and  are  all  perforated  quite 
through  the  whole  length,  with  a  hole  of  the  fize  of  that  in  a  tobacco 
pipe,  through  which  aperture  the  water  unremittedly  drops,  althougl^ 
very  flow.  When  a  perfon  is  in  the  remoteft  room,  and  the  lights 
arc  removed  into  the  firfl,  thofe  pendant  drops  of  water  make  an 
appearance  more  fplendid  than  can  well  be  imagined*  Some  of  thofe 
ftony  icicles  have  at  length  reached  the  bottom  of  the  cave,  and  now 
form  pillars,  fome  of  more  than  two  feet  in  girth,-  of  the  appearance 
of  marble,  and  almoik  as  ha^d.  They  put  one  in  mind  of  Solomon's 
Jachin  and  Boaz,  imagination  very  eaflly  giving  them  pedeilals  and 
chapiters,  and  even  wreathen  work. 

But  what  we  moft  admired,  was  the  ikeleton  of  a  large  fnake, 
turned  into  iolid  ftone  by  the  petrifying  quality  of  the  water  before 
mentioned.  It  was  with  fome  difficulty  torn  up  with  an  axe  from  the 
rock  it  lay  upon,  fome  of  which  adhered  to  it,  and  is  now  in  the  pof« 
feffion  of  the  relator. 

W^  found  the  inmoft  recefles  of  this  cavern  very  warm,  and  expe:» . 
rienced  the  want  of  free  air  by  a  difficult  refpiration,  although  the 
candles  burnt  very  clear,*** 

RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 

The  confUtution  of  this  State  provides  "  for  the  free  exercife. 
and  enjoyment  of  religious  profeffion  and  worfhip,  without  difcri*. 
mination  or  preference  within  the  State,  for  all  mankind*  Pro- 
Tided  that  the  liberty  of  confcience  hereby  granted,  fliail  not  be  fo 

^  MaflTachufetts  Magazine  for  November^  i7^Zn 
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conftrued  as  to  excufc  a^s  of  liccndoufnefs,  or  juiHf)r  padieci  in* 
confiiknt  with  the  peace  and  fgfcty  of  the  State.'* 

The  various  religious  deaomioations  in  this  State  are  the  M* 
lowing:  Englifh  Prefi^ytertans,  Dutch  reftmned,  Baptifts,  Epif- 
p>palians,  friends  or  Quakers,  German  Lutherans,  Moravians, 
Methodtflsy  Roman  Catholics,  Jews,  Shakers,  and  a  few  of  the 
foljowers  of  Jcmiipa  Wilkinfon,  T4ie  Shakers  are  principally 
iettled  at  New -Lebanon,  and  the  powers  of  Jemima  Wilkinfon  at 
Geneva^  about  twelve  miles  fouth-weft  of  the  Cayoga  lake.  For 
llie  peculiar  fentiments  of  thcfe  various  religious  fe^ls,  fee  the  g^* 
neial  account  of  the  United  States,  under  the  article  Religion* 

In  April,  1784,  the  legiOature  of  this  State  pafied  an  a£|,  ena« 
blkig  2Ai  religious  denominations  to  appoint  truilees,  D9t  le^s  than 
three,  or  more  than  nine,  who  fball  be  a  body  corporate,  for  th^ 
purpofe  of  taking  care  of  the  temporalities  of  their  refpfftive  congre^ 
ggiioos,  and  for  the  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned^ 

The  minifiers  of  every  denomination  in  the  State  are  iopportcsi 
by  the  voluntaiy  contribution  of  the  people,  raifed  generally  by 
iubfcription,  or  by  a  ta:?c  upon  the  pews ;  except  the  Dutch  churches 
JO  New-Yoik,  Skene^tady,  and  Kingfton,  which  have,  except  the 
two  laft,  large  eilates  confirmed  by  charter.  The  £piicq)S|)  church 
alfo  m  New-York  poflefTes  a  very  large  cftate  iq  aud  n^r  the  city. 

The  effeifts  of  the  Revolution  liave  been  as  greatly  and  as  happily 
felt  by  this,  as  by  any  of  the  United  States.  The  acceflioa  of  inhabit. 
'  tantft  within  a  few  3^ars  has  been  great,  even  beyond  caicoUilton ;  and 
io  long  as  laiids  can  be  obtained  upon  advantageous  terms,  and  with 
a  good  tkle,  and  the  general  government  continues  to  proteft  induf* 
try  and  encourage  comn>erce,  fo  long  they  will  continue  to  increafe. 
The  new  fcttlements  that  are  forming  in  the  northern  and  weftera 
parts  of  the  State,  are  principally  by  people  from  New-England.  It 
is  remarkable  that  the  Dutch  enterprife  few  or  no  fettlements.—^ 
Among  ail  the  new  townfliips  that  have  been  fettled  fince  the  peace 
(and  they  have  been  aflonifhingly  numerous)  \t.  is  not  known  that 
one  has  been  fettled  by  the  Dutch.  Although  they  are  as  **  intent 
vpon  gain"  as  other  people,  they  had  rather  reft  fecure  of  what  they 
pofTels,  than  hazard  all  or  even  a  part,  in  uncertain  attempts  to.in-t 
creafe  ir. 

The  Englifh  language  is  generally  fpoken  throughout  the  State, 
but  is  not  a  little  corrupted  by  the  Dutch  dialed,  which  is  flill  fpoken 
infome  counties,  particularly  in  King's,  Ulfter,  Albany,  and  that 
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|MUt  oF  Ofange  which  lies  fouth  of  the  mountains.  But  a9  Dutcli 
ichools  are  aUiioi^,  if  not  wholly  difcontinued^  that  tenguage,  in  s 
few  generations,  will  probably  ceafe  to  be  uied  at  all ;  'and  the  in* 
creafe  of  EngUfli  fi:hools  has  already  had  a  perceptible  effe^  in  the 
UnproTcment  of  the  Englidi  language. 

The  manners  of  the  people  differ  as  well  as  their  language*  The 
ai^itors  of  the  inhabitants  in  thefouthern  and  middle  parts  of  Long« 
Ifland  were  either  natives  of  England  or  the  immediate  defccndanls 
of  the  fird  fettlers  of  New-England,  and  their  manners  and  cuftoms 
are  fimilar  to  thofe  of  their  anceftors.  The  counties  inhabited  by 
the  Dutch  have  adopted  the  Engliih  manners  in  a  great  degree,  but 
itill  retain  many  modes^  particularly  in  their  religion,  which  are  pe- 
culiar to  tlw  Hollanders.  They  arc  induftrious,  neat,  and  economi- 
cal in  the  management  of  their  iarms  and  their  families.  Whatever 
bufineft  they  purfue,  they  generally  ftc^iow  the  old  track  of  their  fore« 
fathers,  and  feldom  invent  any  new  improvennents  in  agriculture, 
manufa^res,  or  mechanics.  They  were  the  firfl  fettlers  of  this 
StatCj  and  were  particularly  friendly  to  the  Englifli, colony  that  fet- 
tled ac  Plymouth  in  New-England,  iii  1620;  ^nd  continued  to 
be  amicaUy  difpc^ed  towards  the  Eiq^  colonies  eaft  of  them  until 
tbe  uahafi^y  difpute  arofe  concerning  the  lands  on  Connedicu  triver. 

The  reroUrtion,  and  its  coofequences,  have  had  a  very  perceptible 
iwfti^tK<  ia  diSufipg  a  fpirit  of  liberality  annong  the  Dotch,  and  in 
difpeUing  the  clouds  of  ignorance  and  national  prejudice.  Sdiools, 
academies^  and  colleges,  arc  eft^lifiied  and  eflabliihing  for  the  edu* 
cAtion  tf  their  children  in  the  Englifh  and  learned  languages,  and  in 
Che  arts  and^ences,  and  a  literary  and  fcientific  fpirit  is  evidently 
increaftog.  if  £Kh  are  the  buddings  of  improvement  in  the  dawn  of 
the  Americikn  empire,  what  a  rich  iiarveft  may  we  expe^  in  its  me- 
ridian! 

The  citjr  of  Ncw-YcM-k  is  inhabited  prkicipally  by  merchants,  phy- 

.  ficiatia^  lawyers,  mechanics,  ikopkeepers,  and  tradefmen  compofed  of 

alrfk>fi  all  nations  and  rcligk>ns.    They  are  generally  refpe6table  in 

their  fevcralprofeffions,  and  ^ftain  the  reputation  of  honeft,  puoc* 

tual,  and  £sar  deakrs. 

The  manners  and  charafter  of  the  inhabitants  of  every  Colony  of 
Stale  will  tfke  their  colouring,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  from  the 
peculiar  flofloners  of  the  firfi  fettlers.  It  is  much  more  natural  for 
emigrants  to  a  fettlement  to  adopt  the  cufloms  of  the  original  inha- 
UuntSf  than  the  contrary,  even  though  the  emigrants  fhould  in 

length 
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kngth  of  time  become  the  moft  nunacrous.  Hence  it  is  that  the  neat« 
»efa,  parfimony,  and  irlduflry  of  the  Dutch,  were  early  imitated  by 
the  firft  Englttti  fettlers  in  the  province,  and,  until  the  revoKitioa, 
formed  a  diftingulhing  trait  in  their  provincial  character.  It  is  Ml 
difccrnible,  though  in  a  much  lefs  degree,  and  will  probably  coittinuc. 
vifible  for  many  years  to  come. 

Befides  the  Dutch  and  EngUfli  already  mentioned,  there  .are  iiUlis 
State  many  emigrants  from  Scotland,  Ireland,  Germany,  and  fomc 
few  from  France.  Many  Germans  are  fettled  on  the  Mohawk,  and 
iome  Scots  people  on  the  Hudfon,  in  the  county  of  Waihington. 
The  principal  part  of  the  two  former  fettled  in  the  city  of  New- York, 
and  retain  the  manners',  the  religion,  and  fome  of  them  the  lan- 
guage of  their  refpe6tive  countries.  The  French  emigrants  fettled 
principally  at  NewyRochelle  and  on  Staten  ifland,  and  their  deicend- 
ants,  feveral  of  them,  now  fill  fome  of  the  higheft  offices  in  the 
United  States* 

AGRICULTURE,  MANUFACTURES,  AND  TRAJJE. 
New- York  is  confiderably^hind  her  neighbours  in  New-England, 
New-Jerfey,  and  Pennfylvania,  in  point  of  improvements  in  agri* 
culture  and  manufactures*  Among  other  reafons  for  this  de^ciency, 
that  of  want  of  enterprize  in  the  inhabitants  is  not  the  leai):.  Indeed 
their  local  advantages  have  been  fuch  as  that  they  have  grown  rich* 
without  enterprife.  Befides,  lands  have  hitherto  been  cheap^  and 
farms  of  courfe  large,  and  it  requires  much  lefs  ingenuity  to  nitfe 
one  thoufand  bufiiels  of  wheat  upon  fixty  acres  of  land,  than  to  raifc 
the  fame  quantity  upon  thirty  acres.  So  long,  therefore,  as  the  far- 
mer in. New- York  can  have  fixty  acres  of  land  to  raife  one  thoufand 
bufhels  of  wheat,  he  will  never  trouble  himfelf  to  find  out  how  he' 
can  raife  the  fame  quantity  upon  half  the  land.  It  is  population 
alone  that  fiamps  a  value  upon  lands,  and  lays  a  foundation  for  high 
improvements  in  agriculture.  When  a  man  is  obliged  to  maintain  a 
family  on  a  fmall  farm,  his  invention  is  exercifed  to  find  out  evety 
improvement  that  may  render  it  more  productive.*  This  appears  to 
be  the  great  reafon  why  the  lands  on  Delaware  and  Conne(!ticut  rivers 
*  produce  the  farmer  twice  as  much  clear  profit  as  lands  in  eqtial 
quantity  and  of  the  fame  quality  upon  the  Hudfon.  If  the  preced- 
ing obfervation  be  juft,  improvements  will  keep  pace  withipopulation' 
and  the  increafing  value  of  lands,  Arrotber  caufe  which  has  hereto- 
fore operated  in  preventing  agricultural  improvements  in  this  State,* 

has 


hu  htm  thei«g6vermiient,  whicli,  in  the  msumer  it  wii  ebddufted 
until  the  revolution,  wad  extremely  imfevouftibk  to  improrementi  o^ 
sdmoft  every  khkf,  and  particnlarly  in  agriculture.  The  gorvemori 
urere  many  of  them  land  jobbers,  bent  on  mi^ung  their  fbrtuneiji 
amd  being  invcfted  with  power  to  do  this,  they  either  engrofled  fo# 
tbemfelves,  or  patented  away  to  their  particular  iavourites;  a  vttf 
great  proportion  of  the  whole  prorinee.  This,  as  has  been  before 
^)(erved,  pnoved  an  efiedual  bar  to  population,  and  (^  courfe,  ae* 
cording  to  oiur  prefent  hypothefis,  has  kept  down  the  price  of  land% 
and  fo  prevented  improvements  in  agriculture.  Xt  ought  to  be  ob* 
jerved,  in  this  cpnne6tion,  that  thefe  over*grown  eftates  could  he 
cultivated  only  by  the  hands  of  tenants,  who,  having  no  right  in  the 
foil,  and  no  certain  pro(jpe^  of  continuing  upon  the  £sirm  which  they 
held  at  the  will  of  their  landlord,  had  no  motives  to  make  thofe  at« 
peofive  improvements,  which,  though  not  immediately  produ^ive^ 
would  prove  very  profitable  in  fome  future  period.  The  tenant,  de- 
,  pendent  on  his  landlord  for  his  annual  fupport,  confines  his  views 
and  improvements  to  the  prefent  year ;  while  t^  independent  frei^ 
holder,  fecure  of  his  e&te  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceffors^  carries 
his  views  mto  futurity,  and  early  hy$  the  foundation  for  growirfg 
improvement*  But  thefe  obfiacles  have  been  removed^  in  a  gjreat 
meaAire,  by  the  revolution.  The  genius  of  the  government  of  this 
State,  however,  £1111  favours  large  monopolies  of  lands,  which  have 
for  fome  years  back  been  granted  without  regard  either  to  quantity 
or  fettlement.  The  fine  fertile  country  of  the  Mohawk,  In  Montgo- 
mery county,  which  was  foririferly  poflefled  by  Sir  William  Johnfon^ 
and  other  land  jobbers,  who  were  enemies  to  the  country,  has  been 
forfeited  to  the  State,  and  is  now  fpltt  up  into  freehold  efiates,  and 
fettling  with  aftonifhing  rapidity. 

The  foregoing  obfervations  will  in  a  great  meaftire  account  for  the 
great  negle^  of  manufa6tural  improvements*  Mn  Smith,  in  bit 
hiftory  of  New-York,  more  than  thuty  years  ago^  obferved,  "  It  iS 
much  owing  to  the  difproportion  between  the  number  of  oUr  inhabit 
tants,  and  the  vafi  tra^s  ilill  remaining  to  be  fettled,  that  we 
liave  not  as  yet  entered  upon  fcarcely  any  other  manufkdure^  than 
fuch  as  are  indiQ)enfably  neceflTary  for  our  home  convenience.^'  This 
fame  caufe  has  operated  ever  £nce  in  the  fame  way,  though  not  of  late 
!n  the  fame  degree* 

Great  improvenoents  in  agriculture  cannot  be  expcded,  unlefs ' 
they  are  made^  a  few  indhriduals  who  have  a  particular  genius  for 
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that  bufioefs,  folfmg  as  lands  are  plenty  and  cheap^l^d  knprove-* 
pents  in  nianufa<^ures  never  precede^  but  invariably  follow  improve- 
loftents  in  agriculture.  Thcfe  obfervations  apply  more  particularly 
ta  the  country.  The  city  of  New-York  contains  a  great  number  of 
people,  who  arc  erpployed  in  various  kinds  of  manufactures.  Among 
Hiapy  other  articles  manufa^tiU'ed  in  this  city,  are  wheel  carriages 
pf  all  kinds,  loaf  fugai;,  |)read,  beer,  fhoes  and  boots,  faddlery,  cabi- 
net work,  cutlery,;  hats^  wool  cards,  clocks,  watches,  potters  ware^ 
umbrellas,  all  kincjs  of  mathematical  and  mu(ical  inflruments,  fhips, 
and  every  thing  jieceffary  for  their  ^uipment.  Glafs  works,  and 
fevcral  iron  works  have  been  eftabliftied  in  different  parts  of  the 
copntry,  but  th^y  never  till  lately  have  been  very  productive, 
owing  fol^iy  to.  tlie-want  of  workmen,  and  the  high  price  of  labour, 
its  ncceffary  coofequence.  The  internal  refources  and  advantages 
tor  thefe  manuf*Ctor4<?§,  fuch  as  ore,  wood,  water,  hearth  ilonc,  pro- 
per ptuations  for  blpomeries,  forges,  and  all  kinds  of  water  works^ 
are  immenfe;  There  are  feveral  paper  mills  in  the  State,  which  are 
worked  to  advantage.  The  manufadure  of  maple  fugar,  within  a 
few  years  paft,  has  bqcome  an  objed  of  great  importance.  As  many 
as  three  hundred  chelts  of  four  hundred  pounds  each,  were  made  ia 
the  thinly  inhabited  county  of  Otfego,  in  the  year  1791  j  befides  large 
quantities,  fufficient  for  home  confumption,  in  other  newly-fettled 
parts  of  the  State. 

The  fituation  of  New-York,  with  refpeCl  to  foreign  markets,  has 
,  decidedly  the  preference  to  any  of  the  States.  It  has,  at*  all  feafons 
of  the  y?ar,  a  il^ort  and  eafyaccefs  to  .the  ocean.  We  have  already 
mentioned  thatjfit  conimands  the  trade  of  a  great  proportion  of  the 
beft  fettled  ape}  l^eft,  cultivated  parts  of  the  Ui\ited  States;  New-Yorfc 
has  not  been  unmindful  of  her  fuperior  local  advantages,  but  has 
availed  herfelf  of  them  to  their  full  extent. 

Their  exports  to  the  Weft-Indies  are,  bifcuit,  peas,  Indian  corn, 
apples,  onions,  boards,  ftaves,  horfes,  iheep,  butter,  cheefe,  pickled 
pyfters,  beef  and  pork.  But  wheat  is  the  ftaple  commodity  of  the 
State,  of  which  no  lefs  tlian  fix  hundred  and  feventy-feven  thoufand 
feven  .l^undred  bufhels  were  exported  in  the  year  1775,  befides  two 
thoufand  five  bunded,  and  fifty-five  tons  of  bread,  and  two  thoufend 
eight .  hundred  and  twenty-eight  tons  of  flour.  Infpedors  of  flour 
are  appointed  to  prevent  impofitions,  and  fee  that  none  is  exported 
but  that  which  is  deemed  by  them  merchantable-  Weft-India  goods 
are  received  in  return  for  thefe  articles.    Befides  the  ;above  men- 

tiot^ 
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tioned  articles,  ^re  exported  flax-feed,  cotton  wool,  farfaparilla,  cof- 
fee, indigo,  rice,  pig  iron,  bar  iron,  pot  afh,  pearl  afli,  furs,  deer 
Ikins,  log-wood,  fuftic,  mahogany,  bees-wax,  oil,  Madeira  wine, 
rum,  tar,  pitch,  turpentine,  whale  fins,  fifti,  fugSirg,  molafles,  fait, 
tobacco,  lard,  &c.  but  moft  of  thefe  articles  are  imported  for  re-ex- 
portation. The  trade  of  this  State  has  greatly  increafed  fince  the 
revolution,  and  the  balance  is  almoft  conftantly  in  its  favour.  The 
exports  to  foreign  parts,  for  the  year  ending  September  30th,  1791, 
confifting  principally  of  the  articles  above  enumerated,  amounted  to 
two  million  five  hundred  and  fixteen  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
ninety-feven  dpllars.  This  State  owned  in  1792  forty-fix  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  twenty-fix  tons  of  fliipping,  befides  which  (he  found 
employment  for  about  forty  thoufand  tons  of  foreign  vell^Is.* 

There  are'  two  or  three  incorporated  Banks  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  befides  a  branch  of  the  national  bank,  and  one  has  lately  been 
cftabliflied  in  the  city  of  Albany. 

SOCIETIES. 

There  are  very  few  focieties  for  improvement  in  knowledge  or 
humanity  in  this  State;  and  thefe  few  are  in  the  city  of  New-York. 
The  firft  is,  "  The  fociety  for  promoting  ufeful  knowledge."  This 
fociety  is  upon  an  cfiablifliment  fimilar  to  other  philofophic4l  foci- 
eties in  Europe  and  An»erica,  but  it  is  not  incorporated.  The  mem- 
bers meet  once  a  month.  Secondly,  "  The  fociety  for  the  manu- 
miflion  of  flaves  and  protecting  fuch  of  them  as  have  been  or  may  be 
liberated."  This  fociety  meets  once  a  quarter.  Both  thefe  focieties 
confift  of  gentlemen  orthe  firft  charafter  in  the  city,  and  of  fome  in 
other  parts  of  the  State.  Befides  thefe  there  is  a  marine  fociety,  a 
fociety  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors  confined  in  gad,  a  manufac- 
turing focietyj  an  agricultural  fociety  lately  eftabliftied,  of  which 
the  members  of  the  legiflature  are  ex  offidis  members,  and  a  medical 
foci'ety. 

On  the  22d  of  May,  1794,  a  fociety  was  infiituted  at  New-York, 
for  the  purpofe  of  *^  affording  information  and  affiilance  to  perfons 
emigrating  from  foreign  countries."  The  following  refolutions  and 
confiitution  will  fully  explain  the  laudable  obje^s  of  this  Society. 

*  The  great  increafc  of  American  commerce  muft  have  made  a  very  confidcrablc 
©ddijtion  to  the  fhlppii^  of  this  city  fince  the  above  period. 


^\9  CENBRAL  BESCRIFTIOK 

^  Jlia  reJpffiaUe  meetings  held  h  tie  city  ofNrw^Tark,fortbefmrf0jk 
•fconfid^ing  §n  the  pntpritty  •/ tiftahlijbing  afocietyfir  the  informs* 

tfon  and  (ijifianct  qfper/ons  emig  rating  from  f •reign  cQUHtries, 

« 

"  It  wat  unanimoufly  rcfolvcd,  that  from  tb^  great  incrcafc  of  cmi- 
yratioD  from  Europe  to  the  United  States,  it  is  hijjhly  expedient  to 
form  fucb  an  inftitutioQ. 

**  lo  coAforoiity  to  the  above  relblytion,  a  fociety  was  inilituted 
on  the  a»d  of  May,  1794.  The  following  is  the  plap  of  their  cop- 
^ittttion. 

**  Whpeeas,  from  the  oppreffions  of  many  of  thr  govfemments  of 
iEurope,  and  the  publie  calamities  likj^ly  to  enfue,  perfons  of  various 
defcriptioQs  are  emi|;rating  to  the  United  State^  of  America  for  pro? 
%t6t\oQ  and  fafety;  And 

"  Whcr«ts  emigrants,  upon  their  firft  arrival  in  thefc  States,  ft^- 
quently  fuftain  incopveniencles  in  confequence  of  their- being  unac^ 
quainted  with  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  country,  and  tb^ 
inofl  eligibly  mode  of  eilabiiihing  themfelves  ip  th^ir  feveqil  prot 
^ons;  ' 

**  We,  the  fubfcribers,  agree  to  form  ourfelves  into  ?^  fociety,  for 
the  purpofe  of  afibrdi^ig  information  and  encouragement  to  perfons  of 
the  .above  defcription :  And  for  the  hettcr  effefiing  thcfe  objeds, 
^dopt  x\\t  following 

CONSTITUTION  ; 

**  This  ftciety  ihall  be  known  and  djftinguiihed  by  the  name  and 
deicription  of  *♦  The  New-York  fociety  for  the  information  ap4 
^ffiftance  of  perfons  emigrating  from  foreign  countries." 

^  ^.  Thp  fociety  ihalj  meet  regularly  the  firft  Thurfday  in  every 
month,  or  pft^ner  if  nece^ary,  at  fucb  time  and  place  as  they  may 
appoint, 

♦*  3.  No  perfon  fiuill  be  admitted  into  this  fociety  but  upon  the  re» 
commendirtion  of  two  Members,  and  with  the  coqient  of  a  majority, 
to  lie  taken  by  ballot  at  the  meeting  of  the  fopiety  immediately  fuc» 
ce^ding  that  at  wbiehiuch  perfon  ih^U  have  been  propo&d. 

♦^  4*  The  officers  of  ^is  fociety  Ihall  confift  of  a  prcfident,  vicc- 
prefident,  treafurer,  fccrctary,  and  a  committee  of  confiprence  v^d-  coJ"' 
l^popdence,  to  be  elected  by  ballot  every  dx  monthi, 

W  J.  The  committee  of  conference  and  porrefp^ndencefhali  confift 
of  leven  m^l>crs,  of  whom  thofecr^Ury  for  the  rime  being  fliall  bt> 
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pae ;  tbef  ibdl^  <iomfpoad  wkh  i^dWidu^s  and  public  i^o4tes  for 
promo^ioig  the  cbjedtg  of  this  infiitution ;  and  upon  the  ariival  of  eou* 
ipants,  ih«U  afeid  them  fiich  iafbrn^^qn  ai^d  a^ftanc^e  as  their  re- 
XpeSdye  circumftances  may  require,  and  the  .funds  of  the  (bciety 
enable  them  to  grant. 

.  <^  6*  This  conftitution  &aU  not  be  altered,  except  fuch  alteratUa 
t>e  propofed.at  one  meeting,  and  agreed  to  at  the  ^Succeeding  meetmg 
l>y  three-fourths  of  the  members  jprefent." 

Wm.  Sing,   Pr^fidcnt, 
L.  Wayland,  Setretairy. 

LITERATURE. 

Until  the  year  2754,  there  was  no  coUege  in  theprovipce  of  New* 

York.    The  jftate  of  literature,  at  that  t;iate, }  ^11  ^vein  the  wocde 

of  their  hiftorian  :♦    "  Our  fchools  are  in  th^loweft  order ;  the  in* 

ftruftors  want  inftru^ion,  and  through  a  Ibng  and  Ihame&l  negleft 

of  all  the  arts  and  fciences,  our  common  fpeechis  extremely  comip<t 

jBnd  the  evidences  of  a  bad  tafte,  both  as  to  thought  and  language^ 

are  vifible  in  all  our  proceedings,  public  and  private."    This  may 

have  been  a  juft  reprelentation  at  the  time  when  it  was  written ;  but 

much  attention  has  fince  been  paid  to  education.    There  are  eight 

incorporated  academies  in  different  parts  of  the  State ;  but  m^^y 

parts  of  the  country  are  yet  either  unfurniflied  with  fchools,  or  the 

fchools  which  they  have  are  kept  by  low,  ignorant  men,  which  are 

worfe  than  none ;  for  children  had  better  remain  in  ignorance  than 

be  badly  taught.  We  are  happy  to  add,  that  the  legiilature  haye  lately 

patronized  collegiate  and  academic  education,  by  granting  a  larg^ 

gratuity  to  the  college  and  academies  in  this  State,  which,  in  addtt^Q 

to  their  former  funds,  renders  their  endowments  handfome,  and  jule* 

quate  to  their  expenditures. 

King's  college,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  was  principally  founded 
by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  provincOi 
lafliiled  by  the  General  AiTembly,  and  the  corporatbn  of  Trinity 
Church;  in  the  year  1754.,  a  royal  charter  (and  grant  of  money) 
being  then  obtained,  incorporating  a  number  of  gentlemen  therein 
mentioned,  by  the  name  of  **  The  Governors  of  the  College  of  the 
Province  of  NewrYork,  i^i  the  City  of  New- York,  in  America;** 
and  granting  to  them  and  their  fucccflbrs  for  ^ver,  amongft 
various   other  rights   and   privileges,    the   power  of  oonferdng^ 

#  Smiths  Uiftory  of  Jfew-Vork, 
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aii  fuch  degrees  as  are  irfuallj  conftnred  by  cither  of  the  EngTUh 
umverfities. 

By  the  charter  it  was  provided  that  the  prefident  fhdl  always  be  a 
member  of  the  church  of  England,  and  that  a  form  of  prayer  coUcfted 
from  the  liturgy  of  that  church,  -with  a  particular  prayer  for  the  col- 
lege, ihall  be  daily  ufed,  morning  and  evening,  in  the  college 
diapel ;  at  the  fame  tincje,  no  tell  of  their  religious  perfuafion  was 
required  from  any  of  the  fellows,  profelFors,  or  tutors ;  and  the 
advantages  of  education  were  equally  extended  to  ftudents  of  all  de- 
noali  nations* 

The  building,  which  is  only  qne  third  of  ,the  intended  ftru6lure, 
confifls  of  an  elegant  flone  edifice,  three  complete  flories  high, 
with  four  ftair  cafes,  twelve  apartments  in  each,  a  chapel,  hdll, 
library,  mufeum,  anatomical  theatre,  and  fchool  for  experiniental 
l^ilofofdiy*  . 

The  college  is  fituated  on  a  dry  gravelly  foil,  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  from  the  bank  of  Hudfon*s  river,  which  it  overlooks ; 
commanding  a  moft  extenfive  and  beautiful  J!)rofpeA» 

Since  the  revolution,  the  legiflature  paflfed  an  aft  confKtuting 
twenty-one  gentlemen,  of  whom  the  governor  and  lieutenant-go- 
Vcrnor  for  the  time  being  ate  members  ex  cfficUs^  a  body  corporate 
and  politic,  by  the  name  of  **  The  regents  of  the  univerfity  of  the 
State  of  New-York.'*  They  are  entrufled  with  the  care  of  literature 
in  gehend  in  the  State,  and  have  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorpo- 
ration for  erefting  colleges  and  academies  throughout  the  State,  they 
arc  to  vifit  thefe  inllitutions  as  often  as  they  fhall  think  proper,  and 
report  their  ftate  to  the  legiflature  once  a  year. 
*  King's  college,  which  we  have  already  defcribed,  is  now  called  , 
Columbia  College.  This  college,  by  an  aft  of  the  legiflature 
pafled  in  the  fpring  of  1787,  was  put  under  the  care  of  twenty-four 
gentlefnen,  who  are  a  body  corporate,  by  the  name  and  flyle  of 
«*  The  Truflees  of  Columbia  College  in  the  city  of  New- York." 
This  body  poflefs  all  the  powers  vetted  in  the  governors  of  King's 
college  before  the  revolution,  or  in  the  regents  of  the  univerfity 
fincc  the  revolution,  fo  far  as  their  power  refpefted  this  inftitution. 
No  regent  can  be  a  trulte^  of  any  particular  college  or  academy  in  the 
State.  The  regents  of  the  univerfity  have  power  to  confer  the 
higher  degrees,  and  them  only. 

The  college  edifice  has  received  no  additions -fince  the  peace.  The 
fundsi  exclufive  of  the  liberal  grant  of  the  legiflature,  amount  to  be- 
tween 
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lireen  twelve*  and  thirteen  thoufand  pounds  cur^encj,  th&m9otat  dT 
which  is  fufficient  for  prcfent  {exigencies* .        :       . 

*  This  college  is  how  in  a  thriving  ^te,  a^  has  about  one  hundred 
ihidents  in  the  four  cl^fles,  belidcs  medi^cal  ftudents.  Tlie  officers  of 
inftru&ion  and  imoiediate  government  %tt  a  prefident^  profelfor  of 
mathematics  and  natural  philofophy,  a  profeflbr  of  logic  and  geogra^ 
phy,  and  a  profeflbr  of  languages*  A  complete  medical  fchool  hat 
been  lately  annexed  to  the  college^  and^  able  profeflbr^  appointed  by 
the  truHees  in  every  branch  of  that  important  fclenc^t  who  regularly 
teach  their  refpedHve  branched  with  r^putationr  Xbe  number  ^ 
medical  (Indents  is  about  fifty,  but  they  are,  increafing.  The  library 
and  mufeum  were  dedroyed  during  the  war.  The  philofbphical 
apparatus  is  new  aud  complete. 

Of  the  eight  incorporated  academies,  one  is  at  Flatbttfh^  inKing^t 
county,  on  Long-Ifland,  four  mi^es  from  Brpoklya-ferry.  It  is  ' 
iituated  in  a  pleafant,  healthy  village.  The  building  is  lai^e^ 
handfome,  and  convenient,  and  is  tailed  Erafmus  Hall.  The  aca« 
demy  is  fiourifliing  under  the  care  of  a  principal  and  other  fubordi- 
nate  inftrudors. 

There  is  anqther  at  £aft  Hampton,  on  the  eafl  end  of  hoag* 
Ifland,  l^  the  name  of  Clinton  Academy.  The  others*  arc  in 
^liferent  parts  of  the  State.  Befides  thefe  there  are  fchools  efiabliflied 
and  maintained  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  parents.  A 
ipirit  for  literary  improvement  is  evidently  diffufmg  its  influence 
throughout  the  State* 

CONStlTUTION.  ' 

Ccnftitution  of  the  State  ofNeixi-Tori^  efiahlijhedhy  the  Cottvetition^ 
author  if ed  and  emfovoered for  that  Purpofe^  April  ao,   1777. 

'  I.  This  Convention,  in  the  name  iand  by  the  authority  of  the 
good  people  of  this  State,  doth  ordain,  determine,  and  declare,  that 
no  authority  fliall,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  be  excrcifed  over  the 
J>eople  or  members  of  this  State,  but  fuch  as  Hiall  be  derived  from  and 
granted  by  them. 

*  II.  This  Convention  doth  further,  in  the  name  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine,  and  declare, 
that  the  fupreme  legiflative  p9wcr,  within  this  State,  fhall  be  veiled 
in  V^o  feparat^  and  diftinft  bodies  of  men  5  th6  one  to  be  called. 

The 
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Tm  AsfSMBLY  ot  THE  Statb  OF  New-Yokk;  the<S(hfrtoM 
caBedyTHB  Senate  oFTHsSrATEi^f  Nbw^Yoek;  who,  ^ogefbei^ 
lliaA  fem  tlid  lei^flitare,  aad  meet  once  at  leaift  ta  creiy  yesr  for 
the  4tfpalch  of  bafirtefl. 

III.  And  whereaf  laws  inconfitent  with  <he  ^rid t  ot  this  ConftiM* 
tiottf  or  wkh  the  public  good»  nay  behaftilj  and  uiuKk'tfedlj  pai^ 
be  it  ordained,  that  the  governor  for  the  time  bdag,  the  <:haix:eHor» 
tad  ibc  judges  of  the  Supreme  Courty  or  any  two  of  them,  toge^er 
with  ^  governor  j  (hM  be,  and  hereby  are  conftituted  a  eovfiiil 
to  rev^all  hik  about  to  be  pafled  into  laws  by  the  legiflature^ 
and  for  that  purpofe  (hall  aflemble  themfelvesi  from  time  to 
time,  when  the  legiflaturie  fliaS  be  convened ;  for  which,  never^ie* 
lefs,  they  (hall  not  receive  any  falary  or  confideration,  under  any  fre* 
fence  whatever.  And  that  all  bills  which  have  pafled  in  the  Senate 
and  AfTembly,  ihall,  before  diey  become  laws,  be  prefented  to  the 
iaid  council  (or  their  revifal  and  confideration ;  and  if  upon  fuch  i^* 
viial  and  confideration,  it  fliould  s^pear  improper  to  the  faid  council, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  that  the  faid  bill  fhould  become  a  law  of  ^is 
State,  •  that  they  return  the  (ame,  together  with  their  obj«£tions 
thereto  m  writing,  to  the  Sendte  or  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  in  which 
foever  the  fame  iliall  have  originated,  who  ihall  enter  the  obje^ioos 
fent  4lown  by  the  council  at  large  in  their  minutes,  and  proceed 
to  re-confider  the  faid  bill.  But  if  after  fuch  re-confideration,  tWQ- 
thirds  of  the  £ud  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Aflcifibly  (hall,  notwithfian^^g; 
the  faid  objedions,  agree  to  pafs  the  fame,  it  fl&all,  together  with  die 
obje£^ions,  be  fent  to  the  other  branch  of  the  legiflature,  where  it 
fliaU  alio  be  re-coniidered,^  and  if  ^approved  by  two*thirds  of  the^mem- 
bers  prefent,  (hall  be  a  law. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  any^unneceflary  delays,  be  it  farther  or. 
dained,  that  if  any  bill  fliall  not  be  returned  by  the  council  within 
ten  days  after  it  (hall  have  been  prefented,  the  fame  (hall  be  a  law,^ 
unlefs  the  legiflature  (hall,  by  their  adjournment,  render  a  return  off 
the  faid  bill  within  ten  days  impradticable ;  in  which  cafe  the  bill  (halt 
be  returned  on  the  iirft  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  legiflature,  ^ftOT 
the  expiration  of  the  faid  ten  days. 

IV.  That  the  AflTembly  (hall  confift  of  at  leaft  fcvcnty  members, 
to  be  annually  chofen  in  the  feveral  counties,  in  the  proportions  foU 
lowing  viz. 

The  city  and  county  of  New -York,  nifn^ 
The  city  and  county  of  Albany,  tut* 

The 


^he  county  of  Duchefs,  fa  vetu  r 

The  county  of  Weft  Chcfter,  /^. 
••  The  county  of  Ulfter,  fix. 

The  county  of  Suffolk,  ^c?ii. 

The  county  of  Queen's,  faur^ 

The  county  of  Ors^nge,  f»uif;* 

The  county  of  King's, /fwa. 

The^countyofRichmon<J,  i**^ 

The  county  of  Xryon*  fix* 

The  county  of  Charlotte,  fmr. 

The  county  ofCumberiand,  tbru^ 

The  county  of  Glouccfter,  ^a;^. 
"  "V.  That  as  foon  af^er  the  expiration  of  feven  years  fubfequent  to  te 
(termination  of  the  prefent  war  ,gs  may  be,  a  cenfus  of  the  eledoGB 
^and  inhabitants  4n  this  State  be  takei^  under  the  direction  of  the  It- 
tgiflature.  And  if  on  foch  cenfus  it  ihall  appear  t^at  the  number  of  re-> 
prefentatiyes  in  Aflcmbly  from  the  fMd  counties,  is  not  juftly  propor- 
tioned to  the  number  of  ele^ops  in  the  faid  counties  rcfpedrvely, 
that  thel^giflature  do  adjuft  and  ^portion  4ie  fame  by  that  rule.  And 
iarthcr,  that  once  in  every  feven  years  after  the  taking  of  the  ixAf 
$x&  cenfus,  a  juft  ^paunt  of  the  eledors  refident  in  each  county 
4ball  be  taken;  and  if  it  fliaH  thei*«vipon 4ippear  that  the  number  g/ 
^le6tors  in  any  county  fhall  have  increafed  or  dimintflied  one  or  mom 
feventieth  parts  qf  the  whole  number  of  dehors  jrhich  on  the  faid 
ffirft  cenfti^  (ball  be  found  in  tUs  State^  the  number  of  repreiea- 
rtatives  for  fucb  county  fhall  be  incre^d  or  diminijQhed  accor* 
idingly,  th«t  is  to  fay,  ope  reprefaitative  for  «vcry  feventieth  part  as 
^forefaid. 

VI.  And  whei^eas  an  opinion  bath  long  prevailed  amoi^g  divers  of 
/the  good  people  of  this  State,  that  voting  at  eledions  by  ballot 
^oulcl  tend  more  to  preferve  the  liberty  and  .equal  freedom  of  the 
people  than  voting  invd  voce :  to  the  end,  therefore,  that  a  fair  ex^ 
periment  be  naa4e,  which  of  Aofe  two  rtwtliiods.of  voting  is  to  be 
|>referred. 

Be  it  ordained,  that  as  foon  as  may  bp  after  the  termination  of  the 
|>refcnt  war  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Great  Britain, 
an  a<a  or  a^s  be  paflfipd  1^  the  l^;iflature  of  this  State,  for  caufmg  all 
vcledions  thereafter  to  be  held  in  this  State,. for  fenators  and  repre^ 
-fcntatives  in  Aflcmbly,  to  be  by  baHot,  and  direftiag  the  manner  in 
f^i^hich  the  iame  ib^lbe  condu&ed.  And  whereas  it  is  poj^ble,  that 
.    Vox..  II.  Yy  after 
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after  all  the.  care  of  the  legiflature  in  framing  the  faid  aft  or  afts,  ecr^ 
tain  inconvcniencies  arid  mifchiefs,  unforcfeen  at  this  dayv  may  b© 
found  to  attendthe  faid  mode  of  electing  by  ballot. 

It  is  farther  ordained,  that  if  after  a  full  and  fair  experjmentrihall  ha 
made  of  voting  by  ballot  aforefaid,  the  fame  fhall  be  found  lefs  con- 
ducive to  the  fafety  or  intcrcft  of  the  State  than  the  method  of  voting; 
*D/W  vocr^  it  Ihall  be  lawful  and  conftitutional  for  the  legiflature  ta 
abolifti  the  fame  :  provided  two-thirds  of  the  members  prefent  in  each 
houfc  refpedively  fliall  concur  therein :  and  farther,  that  during 
the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war,  and  until  the  legiflature  of 
this  State  fliair  provide  for  the  cle6tion  of  fenators  and  reprefen- 
tatives  in  Aflembly  by  ballot,  the  faid  cle6Hons  fliall  be  made  viv4 
voce. 

'  VII.  That  every  male  inhabitant  of  full  age,  who  fhall  have  per- 
fonally  refided  within  one  of  the  counties  of  this  State,  for  fix  months 
immediately  preceding  the  day  of  eleftion,  fliall,  at  fuch  election,  be 
entitled  to  vote  for  reprefentatives  of  the  faid  county  in  Aflembly,  if, 
during  the  timfe  aforelaid,  he  fhall  have  been  a  freeholder  pofleffing  a 
freehold  of  the  value  of  twenty  pounds,  within  the  faid  county,  or 
have  rented  a  tenement  therein  of  the  yearly  value  of  forty  fliillings, 
and  been  rated  and  a£kually  paid  taxes  to  this  State:  provided 
always,  that  every  perfon  who  now  is  a  freeman  of  the  city  of  Al- 
bany, or  who  was  made  a  freeman  of  the  city  of  New-York,  on  or 
before  the  fourteenth  day  of  Odober,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoufand  feven  hundrefl  and  feventy-five,  and  fhall  be  aftually  and 
■ufually  refident  in  the  faid  cities  refpe^tively,  fhall  be  entitled  to 
vote  for  reprefentatives  in  Aflembly  within  his  faid  j^ace  of  refi* 
^encc.  '^ 

VIII.  That  every  eleftor,  before  he  is  admitted  to  vote,  fhall,  if 
required  by  the  returning  oflicer,  or  either  of  the  infpe6kors,  take  an 
oath,  or,  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  an  aflSrmation  of  allegiance 
to  the  State. 

IX.  That  the  Aflembly  thus  conftitutcd  fhall  chqpfe  their  own 
fpeaker,  be  judges  of  their  own  members,  and  enjoy  the  fame  privi- 
leges, and  proceed  in  doing  |;)ufinefs  in  like  manner  as  the  Aflfemblies 
of  the  colony  of  New-York  of  right  formerly  did  ;  and  that  a  majority 
of  the  faid  members  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  conftitutc  a  houfe  to 
proceed  upon  bufinefs. 

X.  And  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  good  people  of  this  State>  ordain,  detenQine,  jmd  do« 
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tferc,  that  the  fenate  of  the  State  of  New- York  (hall  confift  of 
twenty-four  freeholders,  to  be  chofen  out  of  the  body  of  the  free- 
holders, and  that  they  be  chofen  by  the  freeholders  of  this  State  pof- 
lefTed  of  freeholds  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  ovrer  and 
sibove  all  debts  charged  thereon. 

XI.  That  the  members  of  the  fenate  be  elected  for  four  years, 
and  immediately  after  the  firft  cledlion^  they  be  divided  by  lot  into 
four  claifes,  fix  in  each  clafs,  and  numbered  one,  two,  three  and 
four ;  that  the  f^s  of  the  members  of  the  firil  clafs  (hall  be  vacated 
at  the  expiration  of  the  firft  year,  the  fecond  clafs  the  fecond  year, 
and  fo  on  continually ;  to  the  end  that  the  fourth  part  of  the  fei^atc, 
as  nearly  as  poffible,  may  be  annually  chofen* 

XII.  That  the  ele^^ion  of  fenators  fhall  be  after  this  manner  i  that 
fo  much  of  this  State  as  is  now  parcelled  into  counties,  be  divided 
into  four  great  di^ds ;  the  fouthern  diftri^t  to  comprehend  the  city  and 
county  of  New-York,  Suffolk,  Weft*Chefter,  King's,  Q^ieen's,  and 
Kichmond  counties  ;  the  middle  diftrid  to  comprehend  the  counties 
cf  Duchefsj  Ulfter  and  Orange  5  the  weftern  diftrid,  the  city  and 
county  of  Albany,  and  Tryon  county ;  and  the  eaftem  diftridi,  the 
counties  ,of  Charlotte,  Cumberland,  and  Gloucefter.  That  the  fe^ 
nators  fliall  be  eledted  by  the  freeholders  of  the  faid  diilridts,  quali- 
fied  as  aforefaid,  in  the  proportions  following,  to  wit,  in  the  fouthera 
diftridt  nine,  in  the  middle  diftridt  fix,  in  the  weftern  diftrid  fix^ 
and  in  the  eaftern  diftrid  three.  And  be  it  ordained,'  that  a  cenfuia 
fliall  be  taken  as  foon  as  may  be  after  the  expiration  of  feven  years 
from  the  termination  of  the  prefent  war,  under  the  diredion  of  the 
legiflature ;  and  if  on  fuch  cenfus  it  fliall  appear,  that  the  number 
of  fenators  is  not  juftly  proportioned  to  the  feveral  diftridls,  that 
the  legiflature  adjuft  the  proportion  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  num- 
ber of  freeholders,  qualified  as  aforefaid  in  each  diftrid^.  That  whea 
the  number  of  ^kcftors  within  any  of  the  faid  dilirids  fhall  hav# 
increafed  one  twenty-fourth  part  of  the  whole  number  of  eledors^ 
which,  by  the  faid  cenfus,  fliall  be  found  to  be  in  this  State,  an  ad- 
ditional fenator  fliall  be  chofen  by  the  ele6tors  of  fuch  diftrid.  That 
a  majority  of  the  number  of  fenators  to  be  chofen  as  aforefaid  fliall 
be  necelTary  to  conftitute  a  fenate  fufficient  to  proceed  upon  bufinefs, 
and  that  the  fenate  fhall,  in  like  manner  with  the  AfTembly,  be  the 
judges  of  its  own  members.  And  be  it  ordained,  {Jiat  it  fliall  be  in  ;the 
power  of  the  ftiture  legiflatures  of  this.  State,  for  the  convenience 
and  advantage  of  the  good  people  thereof,  to  divide  the  iamc  into 
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ftich  farther  and  othtv  cdiiaties  and  diftrifts,  as  fliall  to  them  app«^ 
tfrcefTary. 

XIII.  And  this  convention  dotK' fiwther,  lo'thc  name  and  by  the* 
sfuthority  of  the  good  peo|rfe  of  this  State,  ordain^  detcrrtiine,  and 
declare,  that  no  member  of  this  Statii  (liall  be  disfranchiied,  or  6c^ 
prived  of  any  of  the  rights  or  pri^Iegci  fectH-cd  to  the  fubjefts  of 
this  State  by  this  conftttntion,  unlefs  by  the  law  rf  the  land,  or  the? 
judgement  of  his  pefers. 

XIV.  That  neither  ttie  AlTetably  nor  the"  fefl^te  (hall  have  power' 
to  adjourn  thefhfelvds  for  any  longer  ^me  than  two  days,  ii^ithoui? 
tfee  mirtnsd  corifent  of  both. 

XV.  That  whenever  the  AfTcmbly  and  fenate  difagree,  a  conference 
inall  be  held  \it  the  prefcnce  of  both,  and  be  managed  by  commit-r 
tees  to  be  by  them  refpei^vfely  chofen  by  ballot.  That  the  doori  botfe 
of  the  fenate  and  AiTembly  (hall  at  all  times  be  kept  opert  to  all  per* 
Ibns,  except  when  the  welfere  of  the  State,  Ihall  require  th«r  de- 
bates to'  be  kept  feisret.  And  the  journals  of  all  their  prOceckfingsf 
Ihall  be  kept  in  the  manner  heretofore  acculloraed  by  the  General 
AfTembly  of  the  colony  of  New-York,  and  except  fuch  parts  as  they- 
ihall,  as  aforefaid,  refpeftively  determimd  not  to  make  public,  b#' 
from  day  to  day  (if  the  bufinefs  of  the  legiffeturc  will  permit)  pub^ 
Mflied. 

XVI.  It  is  neverthelefs  providedy  that  the  mimBer  of  fenators 
Aall  never  exceed  one  hundred,  nor  the  number  of  Aflfembly  three 
hundred ;  but  that  whenever  the  number  of  fenators  (hafll  amount  te* 
otie  hundred,  or  of  the  Arfembly  to  three  hundred,  t^en,  andv  in 
fuch  cafe,  the  legiflature  fhall  from  tinlc  t<y  time  thereafter,  by  laws 
for  that  purpofe,  apportion  and  diftribute  the  (aid  ohe  hundred  fe* 
nators,  and  three  hundred  reprefentatives,  among  the  ^eat  di(^ri<5t« 
and  counties  of  this  State,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their  re- 
fpe£live  elecf^ors ;  fo  that  the  reprefentatiOh  of  the  good  people  of 
this  State,  both  in  the  Senate  and  Affembly,  (hail  forever  remaim 
proportionate  and  adequate. 

XVIL  And  this  convention  doth  fartlter,  in  the  nama  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine  and 
declare,  that  the  fupreme  executive  power  and  authority  of  this  State 
ihall  be  veiled  in  a  governdr  j  and  that  ftatedly,  once  in  every  three 
years,  and  as  often  as  the  feat  of  government  (hall  become  vacant,  a- 
wife  and  difcreet  freeholder  of  this  State  (hall  be  by  ballot  elected 
jfovernor  by  the  freeholders  of  this  State,  qualifiedras  before  defcribed 
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Iflr  cleA  fenators-  whkh  clcftkyns  ftiall  be  jflways  held  at  the  ttriie^ 
wid  places  of  chufing  reprtfentatives  ift  Affembiy  fot  cath  refp^6tiv«? 
county ;  and  thaft  the  perfon  who  hath  the  greateft  nistaber  of  v-otetf 
Whhittthe  faid  btttt  ihalt  bfc  governor  thereof. 

XVni.  That  the  governor  fhall  continue  in  office  thfreeyearsy 
and  fhall^  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  genetal  and  comncfancfer  in  chief 
of  all  the  ittilitia,  and  admiral  of  the  navy  of  this  Statte ;  diat  he  (half 
have  pow6r  fo  convene  the  AfllJmWy  and  fenate  on  extraordinar)^ 
occafions,  to  prorogue  theih  from  time  to  finte,  provicfed  fuch  proro- 
gations fhall  not  exceed  fixty  days  in  the  fpace  of  any  one  year ;  and 
stt  his  difcretion  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  t6  pferfons  convidttdof 
crimes,  other  than  trcafon  or  murder,  irt  \^hich  he  may  fttfpend  thfe 
execution  of  the  fentence,  until  it  fhall  be  reported  t6  tht*  legiffatui^ 
jft  their  fbbfet[uent  meeting ;  and  they  fhaH  either  pardon  or  direflt 
the  executk>n  of  the  criminal,  or  grant  a  farther  reprieve. 

XIX.  That  it  fliall  be  the  duty  of  tht  governor  to  inform  the  !e- 
giflature,  at  every  fcflaons,  of  the  condition  of  the  State,  fo  for  as  ma/ 
f^fpe£t  hi*  department ;  to  recommend  fttch  matters  to  their  con- 
fideratTon  as  fliall  appear  to  him  to  concern  its,  good  government^ 
■welfare  and  profperity ;  to  correfpond  with  the  Continental  Cohgrefi' 
amd  other  States,  to  tranfa6t  all  necelTary  bufinefs  with  the  officcrt 
of  government,  civil  and  military ;  and  to  take  care  that  the  laws  ar« 
faithfully  executed  to  the  befl  of  his  ability;  and  19  expedite  all  futb 
.   Hieafures  as  may  be  refolved  up6n  by  the  legiflatute. 

XX'*  That  a  lieu  te;i  ant-govern  or  fhall,  at  every'clc6l:ion  of  al  go- 
vernor, artd  as  often'  as  the  lieutenant-governor  fhall  die,  reiigtt,  or 
be  removed  from  office,  he  elected  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  go* 
vernor,  to  continue  in  office  until  the  next  elediort  c^  a  gcfVertor  j 
and  fuch  lieutenatit-governor  fhall^  by  virtue  of  his  office,  ht  preifi- 
dent  of  the  fenate,  and,  upon  an  equal  diviffion,  have  a  cuffing  voice 
in  then*  decifionsj  but  not  vote  on  any  other  occafion. 

And  in  cafe  of  the  impeachment  of  the  governor,  or  hh  removal 
from  office,  death,  refigUation,  or  abfence  from  the  State,  the  lieu** 
tenant-governor  fhall  exercife  all  the  power  and  authority  appertain* 
ing  to  the  office  of  governor,  until  another  be  chofcn,  or  the  gover* 
nor  abfent  or  impeached,  fhall  return  or  be  acquitted.  Provided, 
that  where  th^  governor  fhall,  with  the  confent  of  the  legiflature^ 
be  out  of  the  State,  in  tmie  of  war,  at  the  head  of  a  miHtary  force 
thereof,  he  Hiall  fl-ill  continue  in  his  command  of  all  the  military 
force  of  the  State,  both  by  fea  and  land* 
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XXI.  That  wheneveMhe  government  fliall  be  adminiftercd  t^ 
the  lieutenant-governor,  or  he  fhall  be  unable  to  attend  as  prefident 
nf  the  fenate,  the  fenators  fliaU  have  power  to  >cle6l  one  of  their  owil 
jnenabers  to  the  office  of  prcfidcnt  of  the  fenate>  which  he  Ihall  exercif* 
fra  hoc  vice*  And  if,  during  fuch  vacancy  of  the  office  of  governor^ 
die  lieutenant-governor  ihall  be  impeached,  difplaced,  refign,  die, 
or  be  abfent  from  the  State,  the  prefident  of  the.  fenate,  fhall  in  like 
manner  as  the  lieutenant-governor,  adminifter  the  government,  nntil 
others  (hall  be  eleded  by  the  fufFrage  of  the  people  at  the.fucceeding.  . 
election. 

XXII.  And  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine  and 
declare,  that  the  treafurer  of  this  State  fhall  be  appointed  by  a<5t  of 
the  legiflature,  to  originate  with  the  AfTembly ;  provided,  that  he 
ihall  not  be  eledted  out  of  either  branch  of  the  legiflature* 

XXIII.  That  all  officers,  other  than  thofe  who  by  this  conflitution 
are  direded  to  be  otherwife  appointed,  fhall  be  appointed  in  the. 
manner  following,  to  wit,  the  AfTembly  fliall  once  in  every  year 
openly  nominate  and  appoint  one  of'the  fenators  from  each  great  dif- 
tricSt,  which  fenators  fhall  form  a  council  for  the  appointment  of  the 
laid  officers,  of  which  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  or  the  lieutenant- 
governory^or  the  pre ii dent  of  the  fenate,  when  they  fliall  refpedively . 
admitiifler  the  government,  fhall  be  prefident,  and  have- a  cafliog 
voice,  hut  no  other  nfote ;  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  faid 
council  fhall  appoint  all  the  faid  officers ;  and  that  a  majority  of  the 
iaid  council  be  a  quorum.  And  farther,  t^e  faid  fenators  fhall  not 
be  eligible  to  the  faid  council  for  two  years  fucceffively. 

XXIV.  That  all  military  officers  be  appointed  during  pleafure ; 
that  all  commiffioned  officers,  civil  and  military,  be  coromiffioned 
by  the  governor ;  and  that  the  chancellor,  the  judges  of  the  fupremc 
court,  and  firfl  judge  of  the  county  court  in  every  county,  hold  their 
offices  during  good  behaviour,  or  until  they  fhall  have  refpe£tively 
attained  the  age  of  fixty  years. 

XXV.  That  the  chancellor  and  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  fhall 
not  at  the  fame  time  hold  any  other  office,  excepting  that  of  delegate 
to  the  General  Congrefs  upon  fpecial  occalions ;  and  that  the  firfk 
judges  of  the  county  courts  in  the  feveral  counties  fliall  not  at  the 
fame  time  hold  any  other  office,  excepting  that  of  fenator  or^  delegate 
to  the  General  Congrefs.    But  if  the  chancellor,  or  either  of  the  faid 
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judges,  be  eleded  ^r  appointed  to  any  other  ofEce,  excepting  »  ji 
before  excepted,  it  (hall  be  at  his  option  in  which  to  ferve. 

XXVI.  That  fheriffd  and  coroners  be  annually  appointed  5  a^4 
that  no  perfon  iliall  be  capable  of  holding  either  of  the  faid  offices 
more  than  four  years  fucceffively,  nor  the  (heriff  of  hdding  any 
other  office  at  the  fame  time, 

XXVII.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  the  regifter  and  clerks  ixk 
chancery  be  appointed  by  the  chancellor ;  the  clerks  of  the  fupreme 
court  by  the  judges  of  the  faid  court ;  the  clerk  of  the  court  of 
probates  by  the  judge  of  the  faid  court ;  and  the  regifter  and  madhai 
of  the  court  of  admiralty  by  the  judge  of  the  admiralty  ;  the  faid 
-marftial,  regifters  and  clerks,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleafur# 
of  thofe  by  whom  they  are  to  be  appointed  as  aforefaid. 

And  that  all  attornies,  folicitors  and  counfellors  at  law,  hereafter 
to  be  appointed,  be  appointed  by  the  court,  and  licenfcd  by  the  iirfl* 
judge  of  the  court  in  which  they  fhall  refpedively  plead  or  pra(ftife;. 
and  be  regulated  by  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  faid  courts. 

XXVIII.  And  be  it  farther  ordained,  that  where  by  this  Conven«- 
tion  the  duration  of  any  office  (hall  not  be  afcertained,  fuch  office 
ihall  be  conlbiied  to  be  held  during  the  pleafure  of  the  council  of 
appointipent :  provided,  that  new  commiffions  ihall  be  iffued  to 
judges  of  the  county  courts  (other  than  to  the  firft  judge)  and  to 
juftices  of  the  peace,  once  at  the  leaft  in  every  three  years, 

XXIX.  That  town-clerks,  fupervifors,  aiTeffiars,  conftables  and 
colle<5torfl,  and  all  other  officers  heretofore  eligible  by  the  people, 
fhall  always  continue  to  be  fo  eligible,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the 
prefent  or  future  afts^  of  legiflature. 

That  loan  officers,  county  treafurers,  and  clerks  of  the  fupervi- 
fors, continue  to  be  appointed  in  the  manner  direded  by  the  prefent 
or  future  a6ts  of  the  legiflature. 

XXX.  That  delegates  to  reprefent  this  State  in  the  General  Con* 
grefs  of  the  United  States  of  America  be  annually  appointed  as  fol* 
lows,  to  wit,  the  Senate  and  Aifembly  fhall  each  openly  nominate 
as  many  perfons  as  (hall  be  equal  to  the  whole. number  of  delegates 
to  be  appointed  ;  after  which  nomination  they  fliall  meet  togethei*^ 
and  thofe  perfons  named  in  both  lifts  fliaU  be  delegates ;  and  out  of 
thofe  perfons  whofe  names  are  not  in  both  lifts,  onie  half  fhall  be 
chofen  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  fenators  and  members  of  Aflcmbly 
(9  mpt  together  ^  a^refaid, 

XXXL  Th3t 
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XyXL  Tbt  tic  ftyle  of  ?ll  laws  iball  be  as  follows,  to  wit,  «  Be 
it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  New-York,  reprefented  im 
jteoatjO  md  Afkmbiy..*'  A^nd  that  all  writs  and  other  proceedings 
Aall  i^n  in  the  {lame  of  ^  the  People  of  the  S,tate  of  New-York,** 
^d  be  altered  in  tto  name  of  the  chancellor/ or  chief  judge  of  the 
4Court  from  whence  they  fli^I  iff^e. 

XXXIL  And  this  Convention  doA  feither,  in  the  nanje  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain^  determine 
and  declare;,  that  a  court  iliall  be  iailituted  for  the  trial  of  impeacbi- 
snents,  and  the  eorre^ion  pf  errors,  iinder  thje  regdations  which  ihaU 
he  eft^bU(hed  b^  the  Jegiflature ;  and  to  confifl  of  the  preiident  of 
i(he  feijiatpfor  the  time  being,  and  the  fenators,  chancellor  and  judges 
of  the  fupreme  cojurt,  or  the  major  part  of  them ;  except,  thaj 
when  an  ^mpeacbment  ili^ll  be  pro^cuted  againil  the  chancellor,  or 
jcithfjr  of  t]BtQ  judges  of  the  lupreme  court,  the  perfon  fo  impeached 
Ihall  be  fufpei^ded  from  exercifing  his  o&fc  until  bis  acquittal :  an^ 
#n  like  manner,  whcp  an  appeal  from  a  decree  in  equity  fball  be 
tbeard,  the  chancellor  ^11  inform  ihe  court  of  tbe  reafoxM  of  hi« 
^a^jtCt  but  ihjitll  not  h^ve  a  voice  in  the  final  fentence.  And  if  tlif 
caufe  to  he  determined  ihall  be  brought  up  by  writ  of  error  on  ,a 
fqueftion  of  law,  on  a  judgment  in  the  fupreme  court,  the  judges  (^ 
Ihat  court  fcall  affign  the  reafons  of  fuch  th^ir  jud^meot,  but  (hall 
pot  have  a. voice  for  its  affirmance  or  reverfal. 

XXXIII.  That  4he  power  of  impeaebing  ail  officers  of  the  State^ 
'/or  mal  and  coirupt  cond»6t  in  their  refpeiSkivc  QjKces,  be  veiled  m, 
the  reprefenta|ives  of  the  people  in  Aflemhly ;  but  that  it  ihaU  always 
iheneceflary  that  two-third  pairts  ^  the  me^fibcrs  present  fhaHconfeitf 
|o  and  agree  in  fiiph  impv&acbnimit.  That  previous  to  the  trial  of  eveiy 
iimpeacha>eat,  tiie  hiembers  of  the  faid  court  fliaU  reipfidively  bi^ 
fwom^  trujy  and  impartially  to  try  and  determin,e.the  chaigc  in  quefr 
iCion  .^ucco^ding  to  evidence ;  and  that  no  judgment  of  the  iaid  court 
Ihall  bjB  valid,  iinUfs  it  he  aflenti^d  to  by  two-third  parts  of  the  meuar 
ibcrs  theo  prefent ;  nor  <hail  it  extend  farther  than  to  removal  from 
^office,  and  dilqualificatjbn  to  hold  and*^  enjoy  any  place  pf  honour, 
(tiuft  or  projfe,  undef  this  State.  But  the  party  fo  convided  ihall  be, 
i:ieverthelefs,  liable  ^od  iubje£t  to  indif^nctents  trial,  ju^g^nt  an4 
piwiihjnent,  accordiiag  to  the  laws  of  the  land- 

XXXiV.  And  it  is  farthpr  orctoi^ied,  that  in  every  trial  on  im? 
pcachment  or  indiflment  for  crimes  or  mifdemeanors,  the  party  imp 
jp)?af:h^d  or  ipdiifted  jlfeall  be  aljowed  counfel  as  in  civil  actions* 

XXXV,  And 


xXXV,  And  that  this  Convention  doth  fartheir,  in  the  name  and 
-  hy  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine 
titid  declafe,  that  fiich  parts  of  the  common  law  of  England,  and  of 
the  ftatute  law  of  England  and  Great-Britain,  and  of  the  ads  of  the 
legiilature  of  the  colony  of  New- York,  as  together  did  form  the 
kw  of  the  laid  colony  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-iive,  (hall  be  and  coA« 
Ifinue  the  law  of  this  State  ;  fubje£t  to  fuch  alterations  and  provifions 
AS  the  legiflature  of  this  State  fhall  from  lime  to  time  make  concern* 
ing  the  feme.  That  fuch  of  the  faid  a6ls  as  are  temporary  ihall 
cxplrt  at  the  times  limited  for  their  duration  refpe6lively.  That  alf 
fnch  parts  of  the  faid  common  law,  and  all  fuch  of  the  faid  ftatutet 
and  a6ts  aforefaid,  or  parts  thereof,  as  may  be  conftrued.to  eftablilh 
or  maintain  dny  particular  denomination  of  Chriftians  or  their  ini- 
tiiftcrs^  or  concern  the  allegiance  heretofore  yielded  to,  and  the  fu* 
premac}',  fovereignty,  govemmeiit  or  prerogatives,  claimed  or  ex- 
crcifed  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain  and  his  predeceflbrs  over  the  co- 
tony  of  New- York  and  its  inhabitants',  or  are  repugnant  to  this  con- 
ftitution,  be^  and  they  hereby  are,  abrogated  and  rejcded.  And 
this  Conventiofi  .doth  farther  Ordain,  that  the  refolves  or  refolutiont 
of  the  congreffes  of  the  colony  of  New- York  and  of  the  Convention 
•of  the  State  of  New-York  now  in  force,  and  not  repugnant  to  the 
government  ellablilhed  by  this  conftitution,  fliall  be  confidered  as 
making  part  of  the  laws  of  this  State }  fubjed,  neverthclefs,  to  fuch 
alterations  and  provifions  as  the  legiflAturc  of  this  State  may,  from 
fime  to  time,  make  concerning  the  fame. 

XXXVI.  And  be  it  fartljer  ordained,  that  all  grants  of  lands  withia 
this  State,  made  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  or  perfons  acting 
under  his  authority,  after  the  fourteenth  day  pf  O^obcr,  one  thou- 
fcnd  feven  hundred  and  fevcnty-five,  fliall  be  null  and  void ;  but 
that  notliing  in  this  conditution  contained  fliall  be  conflraed  to  affe6)t 
any  grants  of  land,  within  this  State;  made  by  the  authority  of  the 
faid  king  or  his  predeceflbrs,  or  to  annul  any  charters  to  bodies  poli-^ 
tic,  by  him  or  them,  or  any  of  them,  made  prior  to  that  day.  And 
^at  none  of  the  faid  charters  fliall  be  adjudged  to  be.  void,  by  rea- 
fon  of  any  non-iifcr  or  mif-ufer  of  any  of  their  refpedtive  rights  or 
privileges,  between  the  nineteenth  day.  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our 
'  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-five,  and  the  publica- 
tion of  this  conftitution.  And  farther,  that  all  fuch  of  the  officers 
dcfcribed  in  the  feud  charters  rcfpedively,  as  by  the  therms  of  the* 
'  Vol.  II.  Z «  fckl 
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'iaid  charters  w^re  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  coloi^  df 
New-York,  with  or  without  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  couddl  of 
the  faid  king  in  th^  faid  colony,  (hall  henceforth  be  appointed  by  the 
council  eflabliflied  by  this  conflitution  for  the  appointment  of  oCcer) 
in  this  State,  until  otherwife  directed  by  the  legiflaturc^ 

XXJtVlI*  And  whereas  it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  fsrfcty  ot\ 
this  Slate,  that  peace  and  amity  with  the  Indians  within  the  fame  b« 
at  all  times  fupported  and  maintained  j  and  whereas  the  frauds  too 
often  pra6tired  towards  the  faid  Indians,  in  contracts  made  for  their 
lands,  have  in  divers  inftances  been  productive  of  dangerous  dit 
contents  and  animodties,  be  it  ordained,  that  no  purchafes  or  con« 
trafts  for  the  fale  of  lands,  made  fince  the  fourteenth  day  of  Odobcr, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
iive,  or  which  may- hereafter  be  made  with  or  of  the  faid  Indians 
within  the  limits  of  this  State,  fliall  be  binding  on  the  faid  Indians, 
or  deemed  valid,  unlefs  made  under  the  authority  and  with  the  con'* 
fent  of  the  legiflature  of  this  State. 

XXXVlil.  And  whereas  we  are  required  by  the  benevolent  princi- 
ples of  rational  liberty,  not  only  to  expel  civil  tyranny,  but  alfo  to 
guard  againft  that  fpiritual  oppreflion  and  intolerance  wherewith  the 
bigotry  and  ambition  of  w^eak  and  wicked  prie(ls*and  princes  have 
fcourged  mankind ;  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  oi;dain,  determine, 
and  declare,  that  the  free  exercife  and  enjoyment  of  religious  pro- 
feffion  and  worfliip,  without  difcrimination  or  preference,  fiiall  for 
ever  hereafter  be  allowed  within  this  State  to  all  mankind.  PnK 
vided,  that  the  liberty  of  confcience  hereby  granted  ihall  not- be  fo 
conftrued  as  to  excufe  a6ls  of  licentioufAefs,  or  juftify  practices  inr 
confident  with  the  peace  or  fafety  of  this  State. 

XXXIX.  And  whereas  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  arc  by  their 
j^rofeflion  dedicated  to  the  fervicc  of  God  and  the  cure  of  ibuls,  and 
ought  not  to  be  diverted  from  the  great  duties  of  their  function ; 
therefore  no  minifler  of  the  gofpel,  or  prieft  of  any  denomination 
whatfoever,  fhall  at  any  time  hereafter,  under  any  pretence  or  de- 
fcription  whatever,  be  eligible  to,  or  capable  of  holding  any  civil  or. 
military  office  or  place  within  this  State. 

XL.  And  whereas  it  is  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to  the  iafety  of 

every  State,  that  it  fhould  always  be  in  a  condition  of  defence  ;  and  it 

i's  the  duty  of  every  man  who  enjoys  the  protection  of  focicty  to  be 

prepared  ^nd  willing  to  defend  it  3  this  Convention,  therefore^  in  the 
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name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  Stat^  doth 
ordain,  determine,  and  .declare,  that  the  militia  of  this  State,  at  all 
times  hereafter,  as  well  in  peace  as  in  war,  fhall  be  armed  and  difci^ 
plined,  and  in  readinefs  for  fervice.  That  all  fuch  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  State,  being  of  the  people  palhd  Quakers,  who,  from  fcruples 
of  confcience,  may  be  J^verfe  to  the  bearing  of  arms,  be  therefrom 
cxcufed  by  the  legiflature  ^  and  do  pay  to  the  State  fuch  fums  of 
money  in  lieq  of  tl^eir  perfonal  fervice,  as  the  fame  m^y,  in  the 
judgment  of  thp  legiflature,  be  worth :  and  that  a  proper  magazine 
of  warlil^e  (lores,  proportionate  fo  the  number  of  inhabitants,  be  for 
ever  hereafter  at  ijf^t  expenfe  of  this  State^  and  by  a£ts  of  the  legifla- 
ture, eftabiifhedf  m^kitained|  an^  continued  in  ^yery  county  in  this 
State. 

XU.  And  this  Convention  dotl^  further  ordain,  determine,  and 
declare,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this 
State,  that  trial  by  jury,  in  all  cafes  in  which  it  hath  heretofore  been 
tjfed  in  the  colony  of  N«w-Xork,  fliall  be  eftabli(hed|  and  remain 
inviolate  fof  ever  :  and  ^hat  no  ads  of  attainder  fliall  be  paflTed  by  the 
legiflature  of  this  State  for  cfimes,  other  than  thofe  cooimhtedbe- 
fqrc  the  termination  of  the  prefent  war ;  and  that  fuch  ad^s  fliall  not 
wprk  a  corruption  of  bjood.  And  farther,  thai  the  legiflature  of  this 
State  fhall  at  no  time  hereafter  inflitute  any  new  court  or  couit^ 
l)ut  fuch  as  (hall  proceed  according  to  the  courfe  of  the  comrnon  lavy. 

XLll.  And  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine,  and  de- 
clare, that  it  (hall  be  in  the  difcretion  of  the  legiflature  to  naturalize 
all  fuch  perfon?,  and  in  fuph  manner,  as  they  fliall  think  proper,^ 
provided  all  fuch  of  the  perfons  fo  to  be  by  them  naturalized,  as 
bein^  born  in  parts  beyond  fea,  and  out  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  fhall  come  to  fettle  in,  and.  become  fubje^ts  of  this  State^ 
fhall  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State,  and  abjvire  and  re- 
flounce  all  allegiance  and  fubjedion  to  all  and  every  foreign  king,^ 
prince,  potentate,  and  flate^  i|i  all  matters  ccclcfiaftical  as  well  a% 
ejviU 

In  1787,  the  legiflature  of  this  Stat^  ceded  to  the  Commonwealth^ 
of  Maflachufetts,  all  the  lands  within  their  jurifdi(ftion,  well  of  a% 
meridian  that  fliall  be  drawn  froni  a  point  in  the  nonh  boundary 
line  of  Pennfylvania,  eighty-two  miles  weft  from  the  Delayi^are  (ex« 
^epting  one  mile  along  the  eaft  flde  of  Niagara  river)  and  alfo  ten 
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townfliipi  between  the  Chcncngo  and  Owegy  rivers^,  rcfcndng  th© 
jvrifdidion  to  the  State  of  New-Yorfc.  Tbis  ceffion  was  made  ta, 
iatisfy  a  c-aim  of  MaOTachufetts  founded  upon  their  original  charter. 

All  free  governments  abound  with  lawyers.  Of  tjiefc  America  fur^. 
fifties  a  plentiful  growth,  and  New-York  has  its  (hare,  as  it  contains, 
not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  licenfed  attomies.  In  thi» 
State  the  practice  of  law  is  conformed  to  the  Englifh  mode,  but  ia 
more  confiftently  adminiftered  than  in  that  country.;— Law,  indeed, 
in  Ntw-York,  is  not  an  engine  whereby  the  innocent  are  entrapped 
and  ruined,  or  by  which  the  worthy  citizen  is  deprived  of  his  liberty 
and  projerty  at  the  pleafure  of  his  governors.  The  lawyers, 
of  Ntw-York  are  in  general  men  of  honour.  The.  fcveral  de- 
grees in  the  prpfeffion,  the  number  of  critical  exammatjons  that 
candidates  are  obliged  to  paf^  through  before  they  can  be  ad- 
mitted as  counfellors  in  the  higher  courts,  together  with  the 
time  of  dudy  required  by  the  rules  of  admiflioD,  render  an  acccfs^ 
to  the  firft  honours  of  the  bar  fo  difficuk  as  to  preclude  ignorant 
pretenders  to  the  important  fcience  of  law.  New- York  can  boaft  of 
many  eminent  chara£^ers  in  all  the  learned  profeflipns,  and  has  fur« 
uiflied  America  with  fome  of  her  moft  able  Jegiflators.  It  is  how- 
ever to  be  feared,  that  a  too  rigid  adherence  to  the  forms  of  legal 
procefs  in  England  has  fometimcs  perplexed  the  road  to  juftice,  and 
prevented  valuable  improvements  in  the  pra6lice,  not  only  of  this 
but  of  moft  of  the  other  States. 

•  FINANCES. 
A  variety  of  circumftanceshave  confpired  to  fill  the  treafuiy  of  thii, 
State,  and  wholly  to  fiiperfede  the  neceflity  of  taxation  for  feveral 
yj^ars  pall ;  firft,  confifcations  and  economical  Inanagement  of  that 
property ;  fecond,  fales  of  unappropriated  lands ;  and  third,  a  duty 
on  imports  previous  to  the  eitablifhment  of  the  federal  government. 
The  two  former  were  fold  for  continental  certificates,  at  a  time 
when  the  credit  of  the  State  was,  perhaps,  above  the  par  of  the 
Union,  which  was  the  caufe  of  getting  a  large  fum  of  the  pubfic  debt 
into  the  treal'ury  of  the  State  at  a  depreciated  value.  Thefe  certifi- 
cates, fince  the  funding  fvftem  c§me  into  operation,  added  to  the 
affumed  State  debt,  a  \'aft  quantity  of  which  was  alfo  in  the  treafury, 
forms  an  enormous  mafs  of  property,  yielding  an  annuity  of  upwards 
of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars ;  and  when  the  deferred  debt  fhall 
become  a  fix,  per  cent,  ftock,  this  annuity  will  be  increafed  to  up-  ^ 
wards  of  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars. 

^  The   - 
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•The  ability  of  the  State,  therefore,  is  abundantly  conxpeteqt  to  ai4 
public  inftitutions  of  every,  kind,  to  make  roads,  ereft  bridges,  opei| 
canals,  and  to  puih  every  kind  of  improvement  to  the  moft  defirablo 
length.  It  could  be  wiflied,  that  thofe  citizens  who  were  exiled 
during  the  war,  and  wfaofe  property  was  expofed  during  its  continUr 
ance  to  wanton  depredations,  we^e  amply  rewarded  by  a  legiflatur*^ 
ppileifing  fo  fully  the  means  of  difcriminating  this  unhappy  dais 
of  fufferers,  aiid  n^al^ing  fheoi  compenfatio^  for  their  voluntary 
l^crifices,  we  arc  not  without  hope  tbat  this  will  fopn  be  the  cafe, 

ME-ITARY  STRENGTH, 

By  official  returns  of  the  n^ilitia  of  this  Stdte,  made  to  the  gOvert\or 
^y  the  s^djutant-general,  it  s^ppears  that  the  total  number  in  1789,  was 
fortyrtwo  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-pine  {  1790 — forty-four 
thoufand  two  hunc^red  and  fifty-nine;  17911 — fifty  thoufand  thrcift 
hundred  aiid  ninety-nine.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  as  many  as  five 
or  fix  thoufand  of  the  militia  ^n  the  new  fettiietpents,  Mfho  are  not  yet 
organized. 

FORTS,  &C. 

Thefe  are  principally  in  ruins.  The  demolition  of  the  fort  in  the 
city  of  New- York  has  been  mentioned.  Remains  of  the  fortifications 
ipn  Long-Ifland,  York-Ifland,  White-Plains,  Weft-Point,  and  other 
places,  are  ftill  vifible.  Fort  Stanwix,  built  by  the  Britilli  in  1758, 
at  the  expenfe,  it  is  faid,  of  fixty  th^fand  pounds,  is  one  hundred 
and  feven  miles  weftward  of  Skene6iady,  on  an  artificial  eminence 
bordering  on  the  Mohawk  river,  and  in  travelling  this  diilance,  you 
piafs  Fort  Hunter,  Fort  Anthony,  Ft>rt  Plain,  Fort  Hferkemer,  and 
Fort  Schuyler.  As  you  proceed  weftward  of  Fort  Stanwix,  you  pafs* 
Fort  Bull,  and  Fort  Breweton,  at  the  weft  end  of  Oneida  lake.  Fort 
George  is  at  the  fouth  end  of  lake  George.  At  the  point  where 
lake  George. communicates  with  lake  Champlain  is  the  famous  poft 
of  TiconderJga,  by  which  word  the  Canadians  undeiftand  noi/y, — 
The  works  at  this  place  are  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  dilapidation,  that  a 
ilranger  can  fcarcely  form  an  idea  of  their  conftrudion.  They  arc, 
however,  fituated  on  fuch  high  ground  as  to  command  the  commu- 
nication  between  the  lakes  George  and  Champlain.  Oppofite,  on; 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  water  that  empties  out  of  lake  George,  i§  a. 
mountain,  to  appearance  inacceflible,^  called  Mount  Defiance,  where 
General  Furgoyne,  in  the  late  war,  with  a  boldnefs,  fecrecy,  and 
difpi;tch  almoft  unparalleled,  conveyed  a  number  of  cannon,  ftores, 
and  troops.  The  cannon  were  railed  by  large  brals  tackles  from 
%  tree 
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tree  to  ,trce,  and  from  rock  to  rock,  over  dens  of  rattlc-fnakcs,  t(» 
the  fummit,  which  entirely  commands  the  works  of  Ticondcroga. 
This  circumft^nce  muft  ever  be  confider^d  as  a  full  juftification  of 
General  Sinclair's  fudden  retreat  with  the  American  army,  and  the 
obfervation  which  he  made  on  his  trial,  in  his  own  defence,  that 
♦*  though  he  l^id  loft  a  poft,  he  had  fayed  a  Stato^**  was  afterward* 
verified. 

Crown-Point  is  fiftceo  miles  north  of  Ticonderoga  on  !ake  Ctianj^ 
plain.  The  fort  at  this  place,  in  which  a  Britiih  garrifon  was  always 
kept,  from  the  reduf^on  of  Canada  till  the  American  Revolution, 
was  the  moft  regular,  and  the  moft  cxpetifive  of  any  ever  confiru£tec( 
and  fupported  by  the  Britifh  government  in  North-America,  The 
•walls  are  of  wood  and  earth,  about  fixteen  feet  high,  and  twenty  feet 
thick,  and  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  fqiiare,  furrounded  by 
a  d^ep  and  broad  ditch  cut  througK  a  folid  rock.  It  ftands  on  a  rifing 
ground,  perhaps  two  hundred  yards  from  the  lake,  widi  which  there 
was  a  covered  way,  by  which  the  garrifon  could  be  Ibpplicd  with 
Vater  in  time  of  a  fiege.  The  only  gate  opens  on  the  north  toward^ 
the  lake,  where  there  was  a  draw-bridge.  On  the  rijjht  and  left,  as 
you  enter  the  fort,  are  a  row  of  ftone  barracks,  not  inelegantly  built^ 
fufficient  to  contain  fifteen  htindred  or  two  thoufand  troops ;  the  pa- 
rade is  between  them,  and  is  a  flat  fmooth  rock.  There  were  feveral 
out-works,  which  arc  now  in.  ruins,  as  is  the  principal  fort,  except  th^ 
^alls,  and  the  walls  pf  thebarrfcks,  which  ftill  remsun« 

INDIANS, 

The  body  of  the  gx  nations  inhabit  the  weftem  parts  of  thii  Statei^ 
The  principal  part  pf  the  Mohawk  tribe  refide  on  Grand  river,  ii\ 
Upper  Canada ;  and  there  are  two  villages  of  Senecas  on  the  Alle- 
gany river,  near  the  north  line  of  Pennfyhania,  and  a  few  Dek*. 
wares  and  Skawaghkees,  on  Buffaloe  creek.  Includinc;  tbefCy  and 
the  Stockbridee  and  Mohegan  Indians,  who  have  migrated  and[ 
fettled  in  the  vicinity  of  Oneida,  there  anci  in  the  fix  nations,  ac- 
cording to  an  accurate  efiimate  lately  made  by  the  Rev<i  Mr.  Kirkn 
land,  mifiionary  among  them,  fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
thirty  fouls.  He  adds,  that  among  thefe  there  is  comparatively  but 
very  few  children.  * 

The  following  extra6k  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Kirkland,  will 
give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  characters,  which,  according  to  In- 
dian tradition,  are  excluded  from  the  happy  country;  "The  region 
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^l^re  Spirits,  the  five  qations  Q2A^/kAnanei    The  only  cfaaraderi 
whtchy  according  to  their  traditions^  c^nubt  be  admitted  to  participate 
l»f  the  pleafures  and  delights  of  this  happy  country,  are  deduced  to 
khree,  vi4.  fuicides ;  the  difobedient  to  the  ^cduhfels  of  the  chiefs  $ 
iind  fuch  as  put  away  their  ^ives  on  account  of  pregnancy.    Accor* 
din^  to  their  tradition,  there  is  a  gloomy,  fathomlefs  gulph,  near  tht 
borders  of  the  delightful  manfions  of  Elkanane,  over  which  all  good 
and  brave  fpirits  pafs  with  fafety,  under  the  condu6t  of  a  faithftit 
andflLilFul  guide  appointed  for  that  purpofe  5  but  when  a  fuicidcj  of 
Any  of  the  above-mentioned  charadters,   approach  this  gulph,  the 
condu£lor,  who  poflfefles  a  moft  penetrating  eye,  inftantl/  difcovera 
their  fpiritual  features  and  chara£ter,  and  denies  them  his  aid,  af^ 
fignlng  his  reafons.    They  will,  however,  attempt  to  Crofs.  upon  a 
fmall  pole,   which,    before  they  reach  the  middle,    trembles  and 
Ihake^i   till  preiently  down  they  fall  with  horrid  Ihrieks.    In  this 
dark  and  dreary  gulph,  they  fuppofe  refides  a  great  dog,  fome  fay  a 
dragon,  ihfeded  with  the  itch,  which  makes  him  perpetually  reft* 
lefs  and  fpiteful.    The  guilty  inhabitants  of  this  miferable  region, 
mil  catch  this  difeafe  of  the  great  dog,  and  grope  and  roanvfrom  fide 
to  fide  of  their  gloomy  manfion  in  perpetual  torments.    Sometimes 
ihey  approach  fo  near  the  happy  fields  of  Elkanane,  that  they  can 
hear  the  fongs  and  -dances  of  their  former  companions*    Thw  only 
ierves  to  increafc  their  torments,  v^as  they  can  difcern  tlo  light,  noi* 
difcover  any  paflage  by  which  they  can  gain  accefs  to  them.    They 
fuppofe  ideots  and  dogs  go  into  the  fame  gulph,  but  have  a  more 
comfortable  apartment,  where  they  enjoy  fome  little  Ifght.'*    Mr. 
Kirkland  adds,  that  feveral  other  nations  of  Indians  with  whom  he 
has  converfed  on  the  fubjeft,  have  nearly  the  fame  traditionary  no- 
tions of  a  future  ftate*    They  almoil  univerfflly  agree  in   this> 
that  the  departed  fpirit  is  ten  days  in  its  palTage  to  their  happy 
elyfium,    aftet*  it  leaves   the    body ;    fome  of  them  fuppofe    its 
courfe  is  towards  the  foufh ;  others  that  it  jlfcends  from  fome  lofty 
mountain.    • 

The  0»^/V^x  inhabk  on  Oneida  creek,  twenty  onb  miles  weft  of 
Fort  Stanwix, 

The  Tufcaroras  migrated  from  North-Carolina  and  the  frontiers 
of  Virginia,  and  were  adopted  by  the  Oneidas,  "with  whom  they  have 
ever  fince  lived.    They  were  originally  of  the  fame  nation. 

The  Senecas  inhabit  the.Chenefiee  river,  at  the  Cheneflee  caftle. 
They  have  two  towns  of  ftx^ .  or  feventy  fouls  each,  on  Frenck 

crecl^ 
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creek,  in  Fennfylvania ;  and  another  town  on  Bofialoe  creek,  ati 
tachied  to  the  Britifh ;  two  fttiall  towns  on  Allegany  river,  attached 
,  to  the  Americans.    Obeil,  or  Complanter^  one  of  the  Seneca  chiefs^ 
refided  herci 

The  Mohawks  were  dckhowledged  by  the  other  tribes^  tb  iife  their 
own  expreffions,  to  be  ••  the  true  old  headi  of  the  confederacy  i^ 
and  werej  formerly,  a  powerful  tribe^  inhabiting*  on  tlie  Mohawk 
river.  'As  they  were  ttrodgly  attached  to  the  Jdhnfon  family  on  ac- 
coimt  of  Sit  Wilhafti  Johnfon,  they  emigrated  to  Canada,  with  Sir. 
John  Johnfon*  about  the  year  1776.  There  is  now  drtly  one  family 
of  them  in  the  State,  and  they  live  about  a  mile  from  Fort  Hunter. 
The  fathef  of  this  family  was  dtowned  in  the  winter  of  1 788. 

^All  the  donfederated  tribes,  cxtept  the  Oneidas  and  Tufcaroras^ 
fided  with  the  Btiti'fh  in  the  late  war,  and  fought  againU  the  Ame- 
ricans. ~ 

The  OnonJagds  lire  tiCar  th«  Onoildaga  lake,  about  twetTty-fivo 
miles  from  the  Oneida  lake;  in  the  fpring  of  1779^  a  regiment  of 
men  were  felit  from  Albany,  by  Geheral  J.  Clinton,  agaihft  the 
Onondagas.  This  regiment  fulprifed  their  town,  took  thirfy-thre« 
prifoners,  killed  twelve  or  fourteen,  and  returned  without  the  lofsof 
a  man.  A  party  of  the  Indiani  were  at  this  time  ravaging  the  Anie- 
,rican  frontiers. 

There  are  very  few  of  the  Delaware  tribe  in  this  State. 

The  Five  Confederated  Nations  were  fettled  along  the  banks  Of 
the  Sufquehannah,  and  in  the  adjacent  country,  Until  the  year  i779# 
when  Getieral  Sullivan,  with  an  army  of  four  thoufand  men,  drove 
them  from  their  country  to  Niagara,  but  could. not  bring  them  to 
action;  They  waited,  but  waited  in  vain,  for'  the  affiftancc  of  the 
dements,  or,  as  they  cxprefled  themfelves,  for  the  affiftancc  of  the 
Ot-eat  Spirit.  H^d  heavy  rains  fallen  while  General  Sullivan's  army 
Ivas  advanced  into  their  country,  perhapTs  few  of  his  foldiers  would 
have  efcaped,  and  none  of  their  baggage,  ammunition,  or  artillery. 
This  expedition  had  a  good  eifed.  General  Sirflivan  burnt  feveral 
of  their  towns  and  deftroyed  their  provifions. '  Since  this  irrnptioa 
into  their  country,  their  former  habitations  have  been  moftly  de- 
serted, and  many  of  them  have  gone  to  Canada. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1787,  John  Livingfton,  ^q.and  fou^ 
others,  obtained  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  a  leaie  for  nine  hun« 
dred  and  ninety-nine  years,  on  a  yearly  rent  referved  of  two 
thoufand  doijiars,  of  all  the  country  included  in  the  following  limits, 
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viz.  Beginning  at  a  place  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Canada 
creek,  about  feven  miles,  weft  of  Fort  Stanwix^  now  Fort  Schuyler^ 
theace  north-eaftwardiy  to  the  line  of  the  province  of  Quebec; 
thence  along  the  faid  line  to  the  Pennfylvania  line ;  thence  eall  oa 
the  faid  line,  Pennfylvania  line,  to  die  line  of  property,  fo  called  by 
the  State  of  New-York  ;  thence  along  the  faid  line  of  property  to 
Canada  creek  aforefaid.  And  on  the  iSthef  January,  17B8,  the 
iame  perfons  obtained  a  leafe  of  the  Oneida  Indians  far  nine  hundred 
^nd  ninety-nine  years,  on  a  rent  referv'ed  for  the  firft  year,  of  twelve 
Jj^undred  dollars,  and  increaiing  at  ^e  rate  of  one  hundred  dollart 
a  year,  until  it  amounts  to  one  thoufand  five  hundred  dollar?^ 
of  all  the  traft  of  land  commonly  called  the  Oneida  countr}', 
except  a  refervation  of  feveral  trads  fpecified  in  the  leafe,  Btit 
thefe  leafes  having  been  obtained  without  the  confent  of  the  legif- 
lature  of  the  State,  the  Senate  and  AfTemblyj  in  their  fefiloa,  March 
1788,  relblved,  •*  That  the  faid  leafes  are  purchafes  of  lands,  and 
therefore,  that  by  the  conftitution  of  this  State,  the  laid  leafes  are 
not  binding  on  the  faid  Indians,  and. are  not  valid."  Since  this  a  treaty 
has  been  concluded  with  the  laid  Indians,  the  bargain  of  the  leafes 
annulled,  and  all  the  country  purchafed  of  the  natives,  except  a  re- 
servation to  the  Oneidas,  Cayugas,  and  Onondagas,  defined  by  cpr<- 
tain  marks  and  bou|idariea«   * 
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STATE    OF 

NEW-JERSEY. 

SITUATION,   EXTENT,    &c. 

A.  HIS  State  is  fituatcd  between  39**  and  41**  24'  north  latitude, 
and  the  greateft  part  of  it  lies  between  the  nieridlan  of  Philadelphia, 
and  i^  call  longitude.  It  is  one  hundred  and  iixty  miles  long,  and 
fifty-two  broad ;  and  is  bounded  eaft,  by  Hudfon  river  and  the 
fea ;  fouth,  by  the  fea  5  weft,  by  Delaware  bay  and  river,  which  di- 
vide it  from  the  States  of  Delaware  and  Pennfylvania ;  north,  by  a 
line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  Mahakkamak  river^  ia  latitude  41^ 
24'  to  a  point  on  Hudfori  river  in  latitude  41°.  Containing  aboiit 
ei^t  thoufand  three  hundred  gnd  twenty  fquare  miles,  eqnal  to  five 
jnillion  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  thoufand  eight  hundre4 
^cres. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SpA  COAST,  &c. 
The  counties  of  Suflex,  Morris,  and  the  northern  part  of  Bergen^ 
are  mountainous.  The  South  mountain,  which  is  one  ridge  of  the 
great  Allegany  range,  crofles  this  State  in  about  latitude  41^  This 
mountain  embofoms  fuch  amazing  quantities  of  iron  ore,  that  it  m^y 
li'ot  improperly  be  called  the  Iron  Mountain.  The  I^ittatinny  ridge 
paiTes  through  this  State  north  of  the  South  n^ountain.  Several 
fpurs  from  thefe  mountains  are  projefted  in  a  fouthcrij  direction. 
On^  pafles  between  Springfield  and  Chath^im ;  another  runs  yjreft 
of  it,  by  Morriftown,  Ba&inridge,  and  Vealtown,  The  interior 
country  is,  in  general,  agreeably  variegated  with  hills  and  valliest 
The  fouthem  counties  which  Ije  along  the  fea  coaft,  are  pretty  uni- 
formly  flat  and  fendy*  The  noted  Highlands  of  Navtiink,  an4 
Center  hill,  are  almoft  the  only  hills  within  the  diftance  of  many 
iniles  from  the  fea  coaft.  The  Highlands  of  Navefink  arc  on  the 
f^a  poail  near  Sand^-Hoo^c^  in  the  townfhip  of  Middletony  and  ar^ 
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the  firft  lands  that  are  difcovered  by  marinen,  ks  they  come  xipoa 
the  coaft.  They  rife  about  fix  hundred  feet  above  the  furface  id  tbtt 
water* 

A$  much  as  five*eighths  of  moft  of  the  fouthem  counties,  or  ODI^ 
fourth  of  the  whole  Stdte,  is  alnooft  a  fandy^  barren  wafie,  imfit  ia 
many  parts  for  cultivation.  The  lami  on  the  fea  coafl  in  this,  like 
that  in  the  more  fouthern  States,  has  every  appearance  of  made 
grounds  The  foil  is  generally  a  light  fand ;  and  by  digging,  on  am 
average,  about  fifty  feet  below  the  furface,  which  can  be  dpne^ 
even  at  the  diftance  of  twenty  or  thirty  miles  from  the  iea,  witbouC 
any  impediment  from  rocks  or  ilones,  you  come  to  fait  marih.  TlKi 
gentleman  who  gave  this  information  adds,  *^  I  have  feen  an  oyfter 
(hell  that  would  hold  a  pint,  which  was  dug  out  of  the  marfli^ 
at  fifty  feet  deep,  in  digging  a  well."—"  About  feven  years  fince,'* 
continues  our  informer,  "  at  Long  Branch,  in  the  county  of  Mon- 
mouth, in  the  banks  of  the  Atlantic,  which  were  greatly  torn  by  a 
great  rife  of  the  itdi  in  a  violent  eaderly  florm,  was  difcovered  thcf 
&eleton  of  fome  huge  carnivorous  animal.  The  country  people  who 
firft  faw  it  had  fo  little  curiofity,  as  to  fufifer  it  to  be  wholly  deftroyed^ 
except  a  jaw  tooth  which  I  faw.  ,  This  wa$  about  two  and  an  half* 
inches  wide,  five  inches  long,  and  as  many  deq>.  The  perfon  who 
helped  to  take  it  out  of  the  bank  afTured  me,  there  was  one  rib  feveii 
feet  four  inches,  and  another  four  feet  long."  The  bones  of  another 
of  thefe  animals  have  lately  been  difcovered  in  a  meadow,  in  the 
county  of  Gloucefter,  on  the  river  Delaware,  by  a  negro,  who  w^ 
digging  a  ditch,  three  or  four  feet  deep.  Part  of  .^hefe  bo^es  were 
fent  to  Philadelphia.  To  account  for  thefe  curious  phenojne»a  \i 
not  our  bufinefs ;  this  is  left  for  the  ingenious  naturdifl,  who  has 
abilities  and  leiiure  to  compare  fadis  and  appearances  of  this  kind^ 
and  who  probably  may  thence  draw  condufions  whkh  m?y  tlM^w 
much  light  on  the  ancient  hiftory  of  this  country. 

New-Jerfey   is  waflied  on  the  eaft  and  fouth-eafi>  by  Hudfi«l_ 
river  and  the  ocean ;  and  on  the  weft,  by  the  river  Delawaf e^ 

The  moft  remarkable  bays  are,  Arthur  Kill^  or  Newark  bay< 
formed  by  the  union  of  Paftaik  and  Hackinfack  rivers^  Thi^  t>a^ 
opens  to  the  right  and  left,  and  embraces  Statenrlfland.  There  it 
a  long  bay  formed  by  a  beach,  four  or  five  nailcs  from  fee  fhor^j^ 
extending  along  the  coaft  north-eaftand  fbuth-weft,  fromMaivrf* 
quand  river,  in  Mpnmouth  county,  almoft  to  Ca^  Mf»y*    Through 
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Jihis  beach  are  a  number,  of  inlets,  by  which  the  bay  communicate* 
cwhh  the  ocean. 

i  On  the  top  of  a  mountain^  in  Morria^  county,  is  a  lake  or  pondi 
^pee  miles  in  length,  and  from  a  mite  to  a  mile  and  an  halfia 
breadth,  from  which  proceeds  a  continual  ftream.  It  is  in  fbmc 
places  deep.-  The  water  is  of  a  fca  green  colour  ;  but  when  taken 
•up  in  a  tumbler,  is,  like  the  watei"  of  the  ocean,  clear  and  of  a  ciyf- 
4sdline  colour. 

•^  The  riven  in  thiar  State,  tfioifgh  not  large^  are  numerous.  A  tra- 
^Uer,  in*  pifling  the  common  road  from  New-York  to  Philadelphia; 
t^offes  three  confiderable  rivers,  viz.  the  Hackinfack  and  Paifaik,  be«- 
tWeen  Bergen  and  Newark,  and  the  Raritan  by  Brnnfwick.  The 
'Hackinfeck  rifes  in  Bergen  county,  runs  a  fouthwardly  courfe,  and 
empties  into  Newark  bay.  At  the  ferry,  near  its  mouth,  it  is  four 
l^undred  and  fixty  yards- wide,  and  is  navigable  fifteen  miles. 

PaiTaik  is  a  very  crooked  river.  It  rifes  in  a  large  fwamp  in 
lllorris  county,  Ita  general-  eourfe  is  from  weft  north-Weft  to  eaft* 
fouth-eaft,  until  it  mingles  with  the  Hackinfack  at  the  head  of  Newark 
bay.  It  is  navigable  about  ten  miles,  and  is  two  hundred  and  thirty 
yardfr  wide  at  the  ferry.  The  catarad  (or  Great  Falls)  in  this  river, 
»  one  of  the  greatcft  natural  curiofities  in  this  State.  The  river  is 
iabbut  f<irty  yards  wide,  and  moves  in  a  flow,  gentle  current,  unfit 
coming  within  a  fhiwt  diftance  of  a  deep  cleft  in  ihe  rock,  which 
crofles  the  channd  ;  it  defcends  and  h\k  above  feventy  feet  perpen- 
iiicularly,  in  oheeotire  flieet.  One  end  of  the  cleft,  which  waa^evi- 
<lently  made  by  fome  violent  convalfion  in  nature,  is  clofed  ;/aX  the 
other,  the  water  Fuflies  out  with  incredible  fwiftnefs,  foriping  an 
iicute  ahgle  wKh^its  "foFmer  direction,  and  is  received  into  a  large 
^fon,  whence  k  takes  a  winding  courib  through  the  rocks,  and 
fyreads^into  a  broad  fmooth  ftream.^  The  cleft  is  from  foUc  to  twelve 
feet  broad.  The  falling  of  the  water  occafions  a  cloud  of  vapour  to 
-arife,  which  by  floating  ^midft  the  fun  beams,  prefents  to  the  view 
rainbows,  that  ad(i  beauty  to  tlie  tremendous  fcene.  The  new  ma* 
imfiaAilrihg  toivh  of  Pattfei^fon  is  ere6l^ed  upon  the  Great  Falls^in  this 
men  The  Weilfcra  bank  of  the  river,  between  Newark  and  the 
Faffs,  alfords  one  of  the  pleafanteft  roads  for  a  party  of  pleafure  in 
New-Jerfey.  The  batik  being  high,  gives  the  traveller  an  elevated 
«o^  extenfive  view  of  the  oppofite  ftiore,  which  is  low  and  fertile, 
forming^  a  hUid(capef  piduref4|ue  and  beautifol.  Many  bandfome 
tountry  feats  adiwrn  the  fide*- of  (bis  river  5  and  there  are  elegant 

fituauons. 
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fituadons  for  more.  Gentlemen  of  fortune  might  here  difplay  their 
tafte  to  advantage.   The  fifh  of  various  kmds  with  which  this  river 
abounds,   while   they  would  furnifh  the   table  with  an  agreeable 
repafl,  would  afford  the  fportfman  an  innocent  and  manly  amufc-^ 
meiiit* 

Raritan  river  is  formed  by  two  confiderable  ftreafhs,  called  the 
north  and  fouth  branches  ;  one  of  which  has  its  fburce  in  Morris, 
the  other  iii  Hunterdon  county.  It  palTes  by  Bnmfwick  and  Atnboy, 
and  mingles  with  the  waters  of  the  Arthur  Kill  found,  and  helps  to 
form  the 'fine  harbour  of  Amboy.  It  is  a  mile  wide  at  its  mouth, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  at  Brunfwick,  and  is  navigable  about  fix- 
teen  miles.  It  is  fuppofed  that  this  river  is  capable  of  a  very  fteady 
lock  navigation,  as  high  as  the  jundion  of  the  north  and  fouth 
branches;  and  thence  up  the  fouth  branch  to  Grandin's  bridge  in 
Kingwood.  Thence  to  Delaware  river  is  ten  or  twelve  miles.  It  is 
fuppofed  a  portage  will  be  here  eftabliflied  by  a  turnpike  road :  or  the 
waters  of  the  Raritan  may  be  united  with  thofe  of  the  Delaware, 
by  a  canal  from  the  fouth  branch  of  the  Raritan  to  Mufconetcony 
river,  which  empties  into  the  Delaware,  or  fronk  Capooiong  creek, 
a  water  of  the  Raritan,  ertiptying  at  Grandin's  bridge,  and  Necef- 
fackaway,  a  water  of  the  Delaware.  It  is  fuppofed  alfo  that  an  in- 
land navigation  from  Philadelphia  to  New- York  may  be  effedled  by 
|)roceeding  up  the  Afanpirik,  a  water  of  the  Delaware,  emptying  at 
Trenton,  towards  Princeton ;  and  from  thence  by  a  canal  to  the 
Millftone,  a  water  of  the  river,  to  New-Brunfwick. 

At  Raritan  hills,  through  which  this  river  paifes,  is  a  fmall  caf- 
cade,  where  the  waterfalls  fifteen  or  twenty  feet,  very  romantically, 
between  two  rocks.  This  river  oppofite  to  Brunfwick  is  fo  ftiallow, 
that  it  is  fordable  at  low  water  with  horfes  and  carriages,  but  a  little 
below  it  deepens  fo  faft  that  a  twenty  gun  Ihip  may  ride  fecurely  at 
any  time  of  tide.  The  tide,  however,  rifes  fo  high,  that  large  (hal- 
lops  pafs  a  mile  above  the  ford ;  fo  that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to 
fee  veflcls  of  confiderable  burden  riding  at  anchor,  and  a  number  of 
large  river  craft  lying  above,  fome  dry,  and  others  on  their  beam 
onds  for  want  of  water,  within  gunihot  of  each  other. 

Bridges  have  lately  been  erected,  and  are  now  nearly  or  quite  conrs 
pleted  (agreeably  to  laws  of  the  State  paflfed  for  that  purpofe)  ovee 
the  Paflaik,  Hackinfkck,  and  Raritan  rivers,  on  the  pofl  road  between 
^iNtw-Ydrk  and  Philadelphia.  Thefe  bridges  will  greatly  facilitate 
\hc  intercoiirfc  between  iliefe  twa great  cities. 
^  Bc£dQ3 
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Befides  thefe  are  Ceiarea  river,  or  Cohanfey  creek,  vhich  rifes  is 
Salem  countyv'  and  i&  about  thirty  miles  in  length,  and  navigable 
for  veifels  of  an  hundred  tons  to  Bridgetown,  twenty  miles  from  it» 
mouth* 

Mulicus  river  divides  the  counties  of  Gloucefier  and  Burlington, 
ami  is  navigable  twenty  miles  for  veiTels  of  fixty  tons. 

Maurice  river  rifes  in  Gloucefter  county,  runs  fouthwardly  abqut 
forty  miles,  and  is  navigable  for  veflcls  of  an  hundred  tons,  fifteen 
>iiiles,  and  for  ihallops  ten  miles  farther. 

Alloway  creek,  in  the  county  of  Salem,  is  navigable  fifteen  miles 
for  ihallops,  with  feveral  obllrudions  of  drawbridges.  Ancocus 
creek,  in  Burlington  county,  is  alio  navigable  fixteen  miles«  Thefe, 
with  many  other  Imaller  flreams,  empty  into  the  Delaware,  and 
carry  down  the  produce^  which  their  fertile  banks  and  the  neighbour- 
ing country  aflford. 

That  part  of  the  State  which  borders  on  the  fea,  is  indented  with 
a  great  numl)er  of  fmall  rivers  and  creeks,  fuch  as  Great  Egg-har- 
bour,, and  Little  Egg-harbour  rivers,  Naveiink,  Shark,  Matticung, 
and  Forked  rivers,  which,  as  the  country  is  flat,  arc  navigable  for 
Imall  craft  almofl  to  their  fources.  ^ 

Pliulin's  Kiln,  in  Suifex  county,    is  navigable  for  craft  fifteen 
miles;  and  the  Mufconetcony,  which  divides  Hunt^dpn  from  Sufiex, 
.  is  capable  of  beneficial  improvement,  as  is  the  Pequcft,  or  Pequaifet^ 
between  the  two  lafi-mentioned  rivers. 

This  State  is  remarkable  &>r  mill  feats,  eleven  hundred  of  which 
are  already  improved  j  five  hundred  with  flour  mills,  and  tlie  reft  x 
with  faw  mills,  fulling  mills,  forges,  furnaces,  flitting,  and  rowing 
mills,  paper,  powder,  and  oil  mills. 

Sandy-Hook,  or  Point,  is  in  the  townfliip  of  Middletown ;  and 
on  this  point  ibnds  a  light  houfe,  one  hundred  feet  high,  built 
by  the  citizens  of  New-York. 

SOIL.  AND  PRODliCTIONS. 
This  State  has  all  the  varieties  of  foil  from  the  word  to  the  beft 
kind*  It  has  a  great  proportion  of  barrens.  The  good  land  ixy  the 
fouthem  counties  lies  principally  on  the  banks  of  rivers  and  creeks* 
The  foil  on  thefe  banks  is  generally  a  (liff  clay  ;  and  while  in  a  ilate 
of  nature,  produces  various  fpecies  of  oak,  hickory,  poplar,  chefnut^ 
aih,  gum,  &c.  The  barrens  produce  little  elfe  but  flirub  oak|  anA 
yellow  pines.    'Hiefe  fandy  Unds  yi^ld  an  immenfe  quantity  of  bof 
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iron  ore,  xvhich  is  worked  up  to  great  advantage,  in  the  iron  works  ia 
thefe  counties.  There  are  large  bodies  of  fait  -meadow  along  the 
lower  part  of  the  Ddawarc  river  and  bay,  which  afford  a  plentiful 
pafture  for  cattle  in  fummer,  and  hay  in  winter  ;  but  the  flies  and 
muiketoes  frequent  thefe  meadows  in  large  fwarms,  in  the  oionthi 
of  June,  July,  and  Auguft,  and  prove  very  troublefome  both  to 
man  and  bead.  In  Gloucefter  and  Cumberland  counties  are  feveral 
lar^e  tracts  of  banked  meadow.  Their  vicinity  to  Philadelphia  rem 
ders  them  highly  valuable.  Along  die  fea  coaft  the  in^iabitants 
fubfift  principally  by  feeding  cattle  on  the  lak  meadows,  and  by  tl» 
fi(h  of  various  kinds,  fach  as  rock,  drum,  (had,  perch,  &c.  black 
turtle,  crabs,  and  oyfters,  which  the  fea,  rivers  and  creeks  afford  in 
great  abundance.  They  raife  Indian  corn,  rye,  potatoes,  &c.  but  not 
for  exportation.  Their  fwamps  afford  lumber,  which  is  eafily  con- 
veyed to  a  good  market*  The  fugar  maj^e  tree  is  common  in'Suflhc 
county  upon  the  Delaware. 

In  the  hilly  and  mountainous  parts  of  the  State,  which  are  not  too 
rocky  for  cultivation,  the  foil  is  of  a  ftronger  kind,  ^nd  covered  in 
its  natural  ftate  with  flately  oaks,  hickories,  chefnuts,  &c.  and  when 
cultivated  produces  wheat,  rye,  Indian  com,  buck  wheat,  oats, 
barley,  flax,  and  fruits  of  all  kinds  common  to  the  climate.  The 
land  in  this  hilly  country  is  good  for  grazing,  and  farmers  feed  great 
numbers  of  cattle  for  New- York  and  Philadelphia  markets ;  and  many 
of  them  keep  large  dairies,  as  there  are  large  tra6ts  of  fine  meadows 
between  the  hills. 

The  orchards  in  many  parts  of  the  State  equal  any  in  the  United 
States,  and  their  cyder  is  faid,  and  not  without  reafon,  to  be  the 
beft  in  the  world.  It  is  pretty  certain,  that  it  cannot  be  furpaffed  in 
goodncfs. 

The  markets  of  New- York  and  Philadelphia  receive  a  very  confix 
derable  proportion  of  their  fupplies  from  the  contiguous  parts  of  Ncw- 
Jerfey.  And'  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  thefe  contiguous  parts  arc 
exceedingly  well  calculated,  as  to  the  nature  and  fertility  of  theip 
foils,  to  afford  thefe  fupplies;  and  the  intervention  of  a  great  number 
of  navigable  rivers  and  creeks  renders  it  very  convenient  to  market 
their  produce.  Thefe  fupplies  confift  of  vegetables  of  many  kinds, 
apples,  pears,  peaches,  plums,  ftrawberries,  cherries,  and  other 
fruits ;  cyder  in  large  quantities,  and  of  the  bcft  quality;  butter, 
pl^^fe^  beef^  pork^  iputton^  and  the  leffer  meats^ 
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Tbu  State,  emboibiiis  vaft  quantities  of  iron  and  copper  ore.  The 
iron  ore  is  of  two  kinds ;  one  is  capable  of  being  manufiidhired  into 
jualleable  iron^  and  is  found  in  mountains  and  in  low  barrens ;  the 
other,  called  bog  ore,  grows  m  rich  bottoms,  and  yields  iron  of  a 
hard,  brittle  quality,  is  commonly  manuEsidhired  into  hollow  ware, 
and  ufed  fometimes  inilead  of  flone  in  building. 

A  number  of  copper  mines  have  been  difcovered  in  different  parts 
0/  the  State :  one  is  in  Bergen  county,  which,  when  worked  by  the 
chuylers,  (to  whom  it  belonged)  was  confiderably  produdive ;  but 
they  ha?e  for  many  years  been  neglected. 

The  following  account  of  a  copper  mine  at  New-Brunfwick 
is  given  by  a  gentleman  of  diflindion,  well  informed  upon  the 
fubjea : 

"  About  the  years  1748,    1749,  1750,  fevcraJ  lumps  of  virgin 

copper,  from  five  to  thirty  pounds  weight,  in  the  whole  upwards 

of  two  hundred  pounds,  were  plowed  up  in  a  field  belonging  tp 

Philip  French,  Efq.  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  New  Brunfwick. 

This  induced  Mr.  Elias  Boudinot,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  take 

a  leafe  of  Mr.  French,  of  this  land^  for  ninety-nine  years,  in  order 

to  fearch  for  copper  ore,  a  body  of  which,    he  concluded,    nnift 

be  contained  in  this  hill.     He  took  in  feveral  paitners,  and  about 

the  year  17  51,  opened  a  pit  in  the  low  grounds,  about  two  hundred 

or  three  hundred  yards  from  the  river.    He  was  led  to  this  fpot  by  a 

friend  of  his,  who  a  little  before,  pafling  by  at  three  o'clock  in  the 

morning,  obferved  ahodyofjlame  arife  out  of  the  ground^  as  large 

as  a  common-iized  man,  and  foon  after  die  away.    He  drove  a  ftake 

on  the  fpot.    About  fifteen  feet  deep,  Mr.  Boudinot  came  on  a  ve'm 

of  bloifh  flone,  about  two  feet  thick,  between  two  perpendicular 

loofe  bodies  of  red  rock,  covered  with  a  ftieet  of  pure  virgin  copper, 

a  Uttle  thicker  than  gold  leaf.    This  blue  (lone  was  filled  withfparks 

of  virgin  copper,  very  much  like  copper  filings,  and  .now  and  then  a 

]arge  lump  of  virgin  copper,  from  five  to  thirty  pounds  weight.    He 

followed  this  vein  almoft  thirty  feet,  when,  the  water  coming  in 

very  fa  ft,  the  expenfe  became  too  great  for  the  company's  capital. 

A  fiampin^-mill  was  erected,  when,  by  reducing  the  bluilh  ftone  to 

a  powder,  and  wafiiing  it  in  large  tubs^  the  iione  was  carried  off, 

and  the  fine  copper  preferved,  by  which  means  many  tons  ot  the 

pureft  copper  were  fent  to  England  without  ever  pafiing  through  tho- 

fire;  but  labour  was  too  high  tp  render  it  poffible  for  the  company 

to  proceed.    Sheets  of  copper  about  the  thicknefs  of  two  pennies, 
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imd  three  feet  fquare,  on  an  average,  have  been  taken  from  between 
tho  rocks,  within  four  feet  of  the  furface,  in  feveral  parts  of  the  hill. 
At  about  fifty  or  fixty  feet  deep,  they  came  to  a  bodv  of  fine  folid 
ore  in  the  midft  of  this  bluifh  vein,  but  between  rocks  of  a  white 
flinty  fpar,  which,  however,  was  worked  out  in  a  few  days.  Thefe 
works  lie  now  wholly  neglected,  althmigh  the  vein  when  left,  was 
richer  than  ever  it  had  been.  There  was  alfo  a  very  rich  vein  of 
copfer  ore  difcovered  at  Rocky  Hill,  in  Somerfet  county,,  which  has 
alfo  been  negleded  from  the  heavy  expenfe  attending  the  working  of 
it.  There  have  been  various  attempts  made  to  fearch  the  hills  beyond 
Boundbrook,  known  by  the  name  of  Van  Home's  mountain,  but  thefe 
for  the  fame  reafon  are  now  ncglefted.  This  mountain  difcovers 
the  greateft  appearance  of  copper  ore  of  any  place  in  the  State :  it 
may  be  picked  up  on  the  furface  of  many  parts  of  it.  A  fmelting- 
fiirnacc  was  erected  before  the  revolution,  in  the  neighbourhood,  by 
two  Germans,  who  were  making  very  confiderable  profit  on  their 
work,  until  the  Britifti  deftroyed  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  war. 
The  inhabitants  made  it  worth  their  while  by  collecting  the  ore  froni 
the  furface,  and  by  partially  digging  into  the  hill,  to  fupply  the  fur- 
pace.  Befidcs,  a  company  opened  a  very  large  (haft  on  the  fide  of 
the  hill,  from  which  alfo  a  great  deal  of  valuable  ore  and  fome 
virgin  copper  were  taken.  Two  lumps  of  virgin  copper  were 
found  here  in  the  year  17541  which  weighed  one  thoufapd  nine 
hundred  pounds.'* 

A  lead-mine  has  been  difcovered  in  Hopewell  townfhip,  four  miles 
from  Trenton.  There  is  faki  to  be  co^l  on  Raritan  river,  below 
Brunfwick,  and  at  Pluckemin  ;  and  turf  in  Bethlehem,  at  the  head 
of  its  fouth  branch ;  and  ajfo  at  Springfield  on  Raway  river,  which 
}s  remarkable  for  mill  Teats. 

In  the  upper  part  of  the  county  of  Morris  is  a  cold  minerd^fpring, 
which  is  frequented  by  valetudinarians,  and  its  waters  have  been 
ufed  with  very  confiderable  fuccefs.  In  the  tovvnfliip  of  Hanover,  ift 
this  county,  on  a  ridge  of  hills,  are  a  number  of  wells,  which  regu- 
larly ebb  and  flow  about  fix  feet,  twice  in  every  twenty-tour  hours. 
Thefe  wells  are  nearly  forty  miles  from  the  fea  in  a  ftraight  Ime. 
In  the  county  of  Cape  May  is  a  fpring  of  frefli  water,  which  boils  up 
from  the  bottom  of  a  fait  >vater  creek,  which  runs  nearly  dry  at  low 
tide.;  but  at  flood  tide  is  covered  with  water  diredly  from  the  ocean, 
to  the  depth  of  three  or  four  feet ;  yet  in  this  fituation,  by  letting 
down  a  bottle,  \vell  corked,  through  the  falt-water  into  the  fpring, 
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and  immediately  drawing  the  cork  with  a  firing  prepared  {at  ^ 
purpofe,  it  may  be  drawn  up  full  of  fine  untainted  frelh  water.— 
There  are  fprings  of  tjiis  kind  in  varioul  other  parts  of  the  State.  la 
the  county  of  Hunterdon,  near  the  top  of  Mufkonetcony  n^untain,  ia 
a  noted  medicinal  fpring,  to  which  invalids  refort  firom  every  quarter* 
It  iflues  from  the  fide  of  a  mountain,  and  is  conveyed  into  an  arti- 
ficial refervoir  for  the  accommodation  of  thofe  who  wilh  to  bathe  in, 
as  well  as  to  drink,  the  waters.  It  is  a  ftrong  chalybeate,  and  very 
cold,  Thefe  waters  have  been  ufed  with  very  confiderable  fuccefe  5 
but  perhaps  the  exercife  neceflary  to  get  to  them,  and  the  purity  of 
the  air  in  this  lofty  fituation,  aided  by  a  lively  imagination,  have  ac 
great  efficacy  in  curing  the  patient  as  the  waters, 

A  curious  fpring  has  been  difcovered,  about  two  hundred  yardt 
from  the  fouth  branch  of  Raritan  river,  from  which,  even  in  the 
drye^  feafons,  a  fmall  flream  ifiues,  except  when  the  wind  continues 
to  blow  from  the  north*weft  for  more  than  two  days  fuQceflively,^ 
when  it  ceafes  to  run ;  and  if  the  water  be  takjn  out  of  the  cafK 
placed  in  the  ground,  it  will  remain  empty  until  the  wind  changes^ 
when  it  is  again  filled,  and. flows  as  ufual. 

In  the  townfliip  of  Shrewfbury,  in  Monmouth  county,  oa  the,  fidQ 
of  a  branch  of  Navefink  river,  is  a.^remarkable  cave,  in  which  therQ 
are  three  rooms.  The  cave  is  about  thirty  feet  long  and  fifteen  fec^ 
broad.  Each  of  the  rooms  are  arghed ;  the  center  of  the  arch  is 
about  five  feet  from  tlie  bottom  of  the  cave  j  the  fides  qot  more  thai\ 
tw0  and  ^n  half.  The  mouth  of  the  cave  is  fmall ;  the  botton^  is  a 
loofe  fand ;  and  the  arch  is  formed  in  a  foft  rock,  through  the  pore& 
of  which  the  moifture  is  flowly  exudated,  and  falj$  ia  drpp^  ai\ 
the  fand  below, 

CIVIL    DIVISIONS, 

*  New-Jerfey  is  divided  into  thirteen  counties,  viz.  Cape  May^ 
Cumberlmd,  Saletii,  Gloucefter,  Burlington,  Hunterdon,  and  Suflbx^ 
which  lie  from  fourh  to  north  o;;i  Delaware  river.  Cape  May  and 
Gl  J ucefter  extend  acrofs  to  the  f(?d  ;  Bergen,  Eflex,  Middleftx,  anci 
Monmouth,  whibh  'ie  from  north  to  fouth  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the 
State ;  Sooierfet  and  Morris,  Thele  counties  »are  fu.bdivided  intQ 
iaincty-fo\ir  townlliips  or  precinfts. 

CH;eF    TOWNS. 
There  are  a  number  of  towns,  in  this  State,  nearly  of  equal  fiz^. 
and  miportance,  and  none  that  h^5  more  thaua  ^bout  two  hundrecl 
houfes  compadly  buiiu  TRJNTo^^ 


TRENTON. 

Trefatbh  18  one  of  the  largeft  towns  ihNew-Jerfey  and  the  capital  oif 
\hc  State.  ^  It  is  fituated  on  the  north-eaft  fide  of  the  river  Delaware, 
t)|)pofite  the  falls,  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  State,  from  north  to 
Ibuth,  iti  latitude  40°  1 5^,  and  about  20^  eaft  of  the  meridian  of  Phi* 
iadelphia.  The  river  is  not  navigable  above  thefe  falls,  except  for 
tx>at8  which  will  carry  from  five  to  feven  hundred  bufliels  of  wheat* 
This  town,  with  Lambefton,  which  joins  it  on  the  fouth,  contains 
Upwards  of  two  hundred  houfes,  befides  public  buildings. — tjere 
the  legiflature  -ftatedly  meets,  the  fupreme  court  fits,  and  moft  of 
the  public  offices  are  kept.  The  inhabitants  have  lately  erected 
a  handfome  court  houfe  one  hundred  feet  by  fifty,  with  a  femi-hexa*- 
gon  at  each  end,  over  which  is  to  be  a  balluftrade.  In  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  this  pkaran.t  town  are  feveral  gentFemen's  feats,  finely 
fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  and  ornamented  with  tafte 
and  elegance.  This  town,  being  a  thoroughfare  between  the  eaflern 
parts  of  the  State  and  Philadelphia,  has  a  confiderable  inland  trade. 

'burLinoton  citv. 

Burlington  extends  three  miles  ^long  the  Delaware,  and  cne 
mile  back,  at  right  angles,  into  the  county  of  Burlington,  and  ii 
twenty  miles  above  Philadelphia  by  water,  aiid  feventeen  by  lancf. 
The  ifland,  which  is  the  moft  populous  part  of  the  city,  is  a  mile  and 
a  quarter  in  length,  and  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  br^adtli.  It 
has  four  entrances  over  bridges  and  caufeways,  and  a  quantity  of 
bank  meadow  adjoining.  On  the  ifland  are  about  pne  hundred 
and  fixty  houfes,  and  feveral  public  buildings  ;  few  of  the  negroes 
in  this  city  are  flaves.  The  main  ftreets  are  conveniently  fpa- 
cious,  and  moftly  ornamented  with  trees  in  the  fronts  of  the 
houfes,  which  are  regularly  arranged.  The  Delaware,  oppofite  the 
town,  is  about  a  mile  wide;  and  unSer  fhelter^f  Mittinnicunk  and 
Burlington  iflands,  affords  a  fafe  and  convenient  harbour.  It  is 
commodioufly  fituated  for  trade,  but  is  too  near  the  opulent  city  of 
Philadelphia  to  admit  of  any  confiderable  increaie  of  foreign  com*- 
roerce.  There  are  two  houfes  for  public  worftiip  in  the  town,  one 
for  the  Friends  or  Quakers,  who  are  the  moft  numerous,  and  one  for 
Epifcopalians.  The  other  public  buildings  are  two  market  houfes, 
a  court  houfe,  and  the  beft  gaol  in  the  State.  Befideii  thefe,  there  is 
an  academy,  a  free  .'^hool,  a  nail  manufactory,  and  an  excellent  diftit- 

3  B  Jt  lery, 
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kiy,  if  that  can  be  called  excellent  which  produces  a  poifon  both  o^ 
health  jind  morals. 

,  The  iky  was  a  free-port  under  the  State.  The  mayor,  recorder^ 
and  alderman,  hold  a  commercial  court,  when  the  matter  in  c6ntro- 
Verfy  is  betweeil  foreigners  and  foreigners,  or  between  foreigners  and 
citizens.  T.he  iflahd  of  Burlington  was  laid  out,  and  the  firft  fettle* 
ments  made,  as  early  as  1677.  ^n  1682,  the  ifland  of  Mittinnicunk', 
Or  Free-School- Ifland,  was  given  for  the  uie  of  the  ifland  of  Burling- 
ton ;  the  yearly  profits  ariiing  from  it,  which  amount  to  one  hundred 
^nd  eighty  pounds,  are  appropriated  for  the  education  of  poor 
children. 

^ERTH-»AMB07   CITV. 

f  erth-Amboy  city  took  its  name  from  James  t)rummond,  Earl  of 
Perth,  and  Ambc,  the  Indian  word  for  point,  and  flands  on  a  neck 
of  land  included  between  Raritan  river  and  Arthur  Kill  found.  Its 
fituation  is  high  and  healthy.  It  lies  open  to  Sandy-Hook,  and  has 
one  of  the  befl  harbours  on  the  continent.  Veflels  from  fea  may 
enter  it  in  one  tide  in  almoft  any  weather.  Great  efforts  have  beeA 
made,  and  legiflative  encouragements  ofieied,  to  render  it  a  place  of 
trade,  but  without  fuccefs.  This  town  was  early  incorporated  wich 
city  privileges,  and  continued  to  fend  two  members  to  the  General 
Aflembly  until  the  revolution  :  until  this  event,  it  was  the  capital  of 
Eaft-Jerfey ;  and  the  legiflaturc  and  fupremc  court  ufed  to  fit  here 
and  at  Burlington  alternately. 

BRUNSWICi:   CITt. 

Brunfwick  city  was  incorporated  in  1784,  and  is  fituated  on  the 
fouth-weft  fide  of  Raritan  river,  over  which  a  fine  bridge  has  lately 
been  built,  twelve  Allies  above  Amboy.  It  contains  about  two  hundred 
houfes,  and  more  than  two  thoufand  inhabitants,  one  half  of  whom 
are  Dutch.  Its  fituation  is  low  and  unpleafant,  being  on  the  bank 
of  a  river,  and  und6r  a  high  hill  which  rifes  at  the  back  of  the  town. 
The  ice,  at  the  breaking  up  of  the  river  in  u'inter,  frequently  lodget 
on  the  fliallow  fording  place  juft  oppofite  the  town,  and  forms  a 
temporary  data,  which  occafions  the  water  to  rife  many  feet  above 
Its  ufual  height,  and  fometimes  to  overflow  tlie  lower  floors  of  thofc 
houfes  which  are  not  guarded  againfl  this  inconvenience  by  having 
their  foundations  elevated*  The  flreets  are  raifed  and  paved  with 
ftone.  The  water  in  the  fprings  and  wells  is  in  general  bad,  Thtf 
inhabitants  are  beginning  to  build  on  the  hill  above  the-town,  whicd 
X  ia 
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is  Tefy  pleafant,  arid  commands  a  very  agreeaWe  profpe5t.  The 
citizens  have  a  confiderable  inland  trade^  and  feveral  ikiall  vefidg 
belonging  to  the  port. 

PRINCE    TOWN, 

iPrincc  town  is  a  pleafant  village,  of  about  eighty  houfes,  fifty-tWi 
-«iiles  from  New- York,  and  forty-twy  from  Philadelphia.  Its  public 
buildings  ^re  a  large  college  edifice  of  ftone,  and  a  Preft)yterian  churcli 
built  of  brick.    Its  filiation  is  remarkably  healthy, 

ELIZABETH   TOWN. 

Elizabeth  town  is  fifteen  miks  from  NeW-lfork,  Its  fitoation  ill 
J)leafanf,  and  its  foil  equal  ki  feitilky  to  any  in  the  State.  In  the 
compact  part  of  the  town  there  are  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
houfes.  The  public  buildings  are  a  very  handfome  Prefbyterian  brick 
church  lately  built, ^  an  Epifcopal  church  alfo  of  brick,  and  an  aca- 
demy.  This  is  one  of  the  oldefl  towns  in  the  State.  It  wa^  pur- 
thaied  of  the  Indians  as  early  as  1664,  and  was  fettled  fooh  after* 

KEWAUK. 

Newark  is  feveti  miles  from  New-York^  It  is  a  handfome^ 
€ourifhing,town,  about  the  lize  of  Elizabcthtown,  and  hag  two 
Preftyterian  churches,  one  of  which  is  of  floney  and  is  the  Urgeft  and 
moft  elegant  building  in  the  State.  Befides  thefe  there  is  an  epit 
copal  chufch^  a  cfourt  houfe,  and  a  gaol.  This  town  is  celebrated 
for  the  excellence  of  its  cyder,  and  is  the  feat  of  the  largeft  flioc 
tnanufadtory  in  the  State :  the  average  number  made  -daily  through 
out  the  year,  is  eftimated  at  about  two  hundred  pair. 

POPULATION. 

la  1745,  there  were  fixty-one  thoufatid  four  hundred  and  three 
inhabitants  in  this  State,  of  which  four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fix 
were  flaves :  in  1783,  the  number  was  forty-feven  thoufand  dareo 
hundred  and  fixty-nine,  of  which  three  thoufand  nine  huadred  and 
cighty-oue  were  flaves. 

In  1784,  a  cenfus  of  the  inhabitants  was  made  by  order  of  the 
legiflature,  when  they  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand^ 
ibur  hundred  and  thirty  five,  of  which  ten  thoufand  five  hundred  and 

*  Thtir  former  church,  which  was  very  elegant,  was  tiynt  in  ip8o  by  a  refugee^  wl» 
yr»t  a  native,  and  nn  inhahiui^r  of  Eliiabethtown. 

one 
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©nc  were  Macks :  tH  thcfc  blacks,  one  thDofertd  niite  hundred  ihi 
thiit}M]ine  only  were  iflaves ;  fo  that  the  prc^nion  of  flaves  to  the 
whole  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  State  was  only  one  td  feve&ty-fix.>^ 
According  to  the  cenf^s  of  lytjo,  the  State  of  population  was  ai 
foHdW8« 
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A{:cordibg  to  the  foregoing  ftateiAent,  the  average  anniial  ihcreafe 
hf  population  in  this  St&te,  firtce  1738)  has  been  two  thoufand  fix 
Ikundi-ed  and  thirty,  exclufivc  of  emigrations^  which,  fincc  1783-, 
iiave  been  nttmerooi  t6  the  coimtry  weft  ot  the  Allegany  mountain*; 
Thefe  emigrations  will  leflfen  in  proportion  as  the  inhabitants  turn 
their  attention  to  mariufaftures; 

RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 

There  are  in  this  State  about  fifty  Preft>yteriari  congregations; 
iubje6t  to  the  care  df  three  Pfefby  teries,  viz.  That  of  New-York,  of  , 
New-Brunfwick  and  Philadelphia.     A  part  of  the  charge  of  New* 
York  and  Philadelphia  Prefby teries  lies  in  New-Jerfey,  and  part  in 
their  own  relpcAive  States. 

Betides  thefe,  there  are  upwai^ds  of  forty  congregations  of  Friends^ 
thirty  of  the  Baptirts,  twenty-five  of  Epilcopalians,  twenty-eight  bf 
Dutch  Reformed,  befides  Methodifts  and  a  fettlement  of  Moravians. 

All  thefe  religious  denominations  live  together  in  peace  and  bar- 
hiony,  and  worihip  Almighty  God  agreeably  to  thp  di6lates  of  their 
town  confciences ;  they  are  not  compelled  tb  attend  or  fupport  any 
worfiiip  contrary  to  their,  own  faith  and  judgment;  'All  Froujl&nt 
inhabitants  of  peaceable  behaviour  are  eligible  to  the  civil  offices  Or 
the  State. 

Many  circumilances  concur  to  render  the  character  of  the  inhabitants 
various  in  different  parts  of  the  State.  They  are.  a  colledion  of  Low- 
Dutch,  Germans,  Ehglifli,  Scotch,  Irifli,  and  New^EnglanderS,  cr  their 
defcendants.  National  attachment  and  mutual  convenience  have  gene- 
rally induced  thefe  feveral  kinds  of  people  to  fettle  together  in  a  ' 
body,  and  in  this  way  their  peculiar  national .  manners^  cuftoms  and 
chara<Eters,  are  dill  preferved,  efpecially  among  tl\e  poorer  cJafs  of 
people,  who  have  little  intercourfe  with  any  but  thofe  of  theijf  own 
nation.  Religion,  although  its  tendency  is  to  unite  people  in  th^fe 
things  that  are  eflential  to  happinefsj^  occasions  wide  differences  as 
td  manners,  cuftoms,  and  even  character.  The  Prefbyterian,  the 
Quaker^  the  Epifcopalian,  the  Baptift,  the  German  and  Low  Dutch 
Cafvinift,  the  Methodift  and  the  Moravian,  have  each  their  diftin- 
guifhing  chara^teriftics,  either  in  their  worftiip,  their  difcipline,  or 
thtir  drefs.  There  is  ftill  another  chara6teriftical  difference,  diftindt 
from  cither  of  the  others,  which  arifes  from  the  intercourfe  of  the 
inhabitants  with  different  States.  The  people  in  Weft-Jerfey  trade 
to  PhilacJelphia,  and  of  courfe  imitate  their  fafliions  and  imbibe  thei^ 
.ipanneri.    The  inbabitapts  •f  Eaft-Jerfey  trade  to  New-York,  an 

3  C  £  regulate 
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r^;ulate  their  fafhions  and  manners  according  to  thofe  in  New^Yorl:* 
So  that  the  difference,  in  regard  to  iaihions  and  manners,  between 
£aft  tnd  Weft  Jerfey,  is  nearly  as  great  as  between  New- York  and 
Philadelphia.  Add  to  all  tbe&  the  differences  common  in  all  coun* 
tries,  arifing  from  the  various  occupations  of  men,  fuch  as  the  ci- 
vilian, the  divine,  the  lawyer,  the  phyficiao,  the  mechanic ;  the 
clowniib,  and  the'  refpedable  farmer,  all  of  whom  have  different 
purfuits,  or  purfue  the  fame  thing  differently,  and  of  courfe^ 
tnuft  have  different  ideas  and  manners*  When  we  take  into  view  all 
thefe  differences,  (and  all  thefe  differences  euft  in  New-Jerfey,  and 
many  of  them  in  all  the  other  Sutes)  it  cannot  be  expeded  that 
many  general  obfervadons  will  apply.  It  may,  however,  in  truth 
b6  laid,  that  the  people  of  New-Jerfey  are  generally  induibrious, 
frugal  and  hofpitable.  There  arc,  comparatively,  but  few  men  of 
leambg  in  the  State,  nor  can  it  be  iaid,  that  the  people  in  general 
liaVt  a  tafle  for  the  fciences.  The  poorer  clafs,  in  which  may  be  in- 
iJaded  a  confiderable  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  whole 
State,  have  been  inattentive  to  the  education  of  their  diildren,  who  are 
but  too  generally  left  to  grow  up  in  ignorance.  There  are,  however,  a 
num^ber  of  gentlemen  of  the  firft  rank  in  abilities  and  learoing  in  thf 
civil  offices  of  the  State,  and  in  the  feveral  learned  profeffions. 

It  is  not  the  bufinefs  of  a  geographer  to  compliment  the  ladies,  nor 
Hvould  we  be  thou^^t  to  do  it  when  we  fay,  that  there  is  at  leaft  aa 
great  a  number  of  induftrious,  difcreet,  amiable,  genteel  and  hand- 
fbme  women  in  New-Jerfey,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inba« 
l^itants,  as  in  any  of  the  Thirteen  States* 

MANUFACTURES,  TRADE,  &c* 

The  trade  of  this  State  is  carried  on  almoft  folely  with  and  from^ 
thofe  two  great  commercial  cities,  New-York  on  one  fide,  and  Phi- 
ladelphia on  the  other,  though  it  wants  not  good  ports  of  its  own. 
Several  attempts  have  been  made  by  the  legiilatqre  to  fecure  to  the 
State  its  own  natural  advantages,  by  granting  extraordinary  privi* 
kges  to  merchants  who  would  fettle  at  Amboy  and  Burlington,  two 
very  commodious  ports.  But  the  people  having  long  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  fend  their  produce  to  the  markets  of  Philadelphia  and 
New- York,  ahd  of  courfe  having  their  correfpondencies  eftablifiiedy 
^d  their  mode  of  dealing  fixed,  they  find  it  difficult  to  turn  their 
tradp  from  the  old  channel*  Befides,  in  thefe  large  cities^  where 
trt  fo  many  able  merchant'sy  and  fo  many  wants  to  be^fuppMed, 

«cedita 


OF    NEW-JERSEY.  jSf 

creditt  ire  more  eaiiiy  obtained^  and  a  better  and  quicloer  market  k 
fouod  for  produce  than  could  be  expeded  in  towns  lefs  populous  and 
flouriihing,  Th^fe  and  other  caufes.  of  the  fame  kind  have  hitherto 
rendered  abortive  the  encouragements  held  out  by  the  legiHature. 

The  articles  exported,  beikles  thofe  already  mentioned,  are  wheals 
flour,  horfes,  live  cattle,  hams,  which  are  celebrated  as  being  among 
the  beO:  in  the  world,  lumber,  flax-feed,  leather,  iron  in  great  quanr 
titles,  in  pigs  and  bars,  and  formerly  copptr  ore;  but  the  mines 
have  n^t  been  worked  fince  the  commeiu^emeat  of  the  late  war« 
The  imports  conflfk  chiefly  of  Weft-India  goods. 

The  manufa^ures  of  this  State  have  hitherto  been  veryincon- 
fiderable,  not  fuificient  to  fupply  its  own  conAimption,  if  w^  except 
the  articles  of  iron^  nails  and  leather.  A  fpirit  of  induftry  and  im- 
provement, particularly  in  numufadures,  has,  however,  greatly  iu« 
crealed  in  the  four  laft  years.  Moft  of  the  families  in  the  country, 
and  many  in  the  populous  towns,  are  clothed  in  ftrong,  decent 
^omefpun ;  and  it  is  a  happy  circumftance  for  the  countr}*,  that  thia 
plain  Ameiican  drefs  is  every  day  growing  more  fafhionablet  2io( 
only  iu  this  but  in  all  the  States. 

la  Trenton,  Newark  and  Elizabeth-Town  are  fcveral  very  valuable 
tan-yardsy  where  leather  in  large  quantities,  aad  of  an  excellent  qua- 
lity, is  made  and  exported  to  the  neighbouring  markets.  Steel  was 
manufactured  at  Trenton  in  the  tim^  of  the  wju*,  but  not  confi4era^ 
blyfincc. 

In  Obucefler  county  is  ^  glafs-houfe.  Paper-mills  and  nail-ma^ 
iiufa<^ries  are  erected  and  worked  to  good  advantage  in  feveral  parts 
-of  the  State.  Wheat  alfo  is  manufadured  into  flour,  and  Indian 
corn  into  meal,  to  good  account,  in  the  weftern  counties,  where^ 
Ai^heat  is  the  ftaple  commodity.  But  the  iron  manufa^ure  is  of  all 
others  the  greateft  fburce  of  wealth  to  the  State.  Iron  works  arc 
erected  in  Glouceiler,  Burlington,  Suflfex,  Morris,  and  other  coun- 
ties. The  mountains  in  the  county  of  Morris  give  rife  to  ^  number 
of  ftreams  neceflTary  and  convenient  for  thcfe  works,  and  at  the  fame 
time  furnifli  a  copious  fupply  of  wood  and  ore  of  a  fuperior  quality^ 
In  this  county  alone  are  no  lefs  than  fevep  rich  iron  mines,  from 
which  might  be  taken  ore  fuflicient  to  fupply  the  Upited  States ;  and 
to  -work  it  into  iron  are  two  furnaces«  two  rolling^  and  flitting  mills, 
9nd  about  thirty  forges,  containing  from  two  to  four  fires  each. 
Thefe  works  produce  annually  about  five  hundred  and  forty  tons  o^ 
bar  iron^  eight  hundred  tons  of  pig,  befides  large  quantities  of  hoi- 
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low  ware,  ihett  iron  and  nail  rods.  In  the  whole  State,  kiiin^ 
pofcd  tlicre  is  yearly  made  about  twelve  hxindrcd  tons  of  bar  ifori^ 
twelve  hundred  tons  of  pig,  eight  hunderd  tons  of  nail  rods,  exclufive 
of  hollow  ware,  and  various  other  caftings,  of  which  Vaft  quantities 
siade* 

Early  in  the  late  war,  a  powder-mill  was  ere^ed  in  Morriftown  by 
Colonel  Ford,  who  was  enabled,  by  the  ample  fupply  of  falt-petre 
fumilhed  by  the  patriotic  inhabitants,  to  make  a  confiderable  quan-' 
tity  of  that  valuable  an<Uitceflary  article,  at  a  time  when  it  was  moft 
needed ;  and  when  -the  enemy  were  at  the  door  it  afforded  a  timely 
fupply. 

A  manufaduring  company  was  incorporated,  in  1791,  by  the  le- 
giflature  of  this  State,  dad  favoured  with  very  great  privileges.  Th«f 
better  to  encourage  every  kind  of  manufa<5ture,  a  lubfcription  Wasi 
opened,  under  the  patronage  pf  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  of  the 
United  States,  for  this  important  fervice.  Each  fubfcnber  promifed 
to  pay,  for  every  ihare  annexed  to  his  name,  four  hundred  dollars 
to  the  truftees  appointed  to  receive  it  A  fum  of  upwards  of  five 
hundred  thoufand  dollars  was  almoft  immediately  fubfcribed,  and  the. 
direftors  of  the  aflbciation  have  iince  taken  the  proper  meafures  td 
carry  into  effect  their  extenfive  plan.  Thej'  have  fixed  "on  the  Great 
Falls  in  Paffaik  river,  and  the  ground  adjoining,  for  the  erection  of 
mills,  and  the  town,  which  they  call  Paterfon,  in  honour  of  the 
prefent  governor  of  New-Jerfey.  Every  advantage  appears  to  be 
concentrated  in  this  delightful  fituation,  to  make  it  one  of  the  nioft 
eligible  in  the  United  States  for  the  permanent  eftablilhment  of  ma- 
nufa6tures.  Already  a  large  fum  of  money  lias  been  expended,  and 
the  works  are  in  forwardn^s. 

Although  the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  State  are  farmers,  yet 
agriculture  has  not  been  improved  (a  few  inilances  excepted)  to  that 
degree,  which  from  long  experience  we  might  rationally  expedt,  and 
.which  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  in  many  places,  feems  to  encourage. 
A  great  part  o£  the  inhabitants  are  Dutch,  who,  although  they  are 
in  general  neat  and  iiiduftrious  farmers,  have  very  little  enterprifc, 
and  feldom  adopt  any  new  improvements  in  hufbandry,  becaufe, 
through  habits  and  want  of  education  to  expand  and  liberalife  their 
minds,  they  think  their  old  modes  of  tilling  the  bell.  Indeed,  thi^ 
is  the  cafe  with  the  great  body  of  the  common  people,  and  proves  al- 
moft an  infurmountable  obftacle  to  agricultural  improvements* 

UTE. 
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LITERATURE,  IMPROVEMENTS,  &c. 

There  are  two  colleges  in  New-Jerfey ;  one  at  Prince  town,  called 
5Naffau-Hall ;  thij  other  at  Brimfwick^'  culled  Queen's  College.  The 
college  &t  Prince  town  was  firft  founded  l>y  charter  from  John  HamiU 
ton,  Efq.  Prefident.of  the  Council,  about  th^  year  1738,  and  en^ 
larged  by  Governor  Belcher  in  1747*  The  charter  delegates  a  power 
of  granting  to  "  the  fludents  of  faid  college,  or  to  any  others  though? 
worthy  pf  them,  all  fuch  degrees  as  are  granted  in  either  of  the  uni-t 
verfities,  or  any  other  college  in  Great-Britain."  It  has  twenty-three 
truflees.  The  governor  of  the  State,  and  the  preiident  of  the  co\t 
lege  are,  ex  ^JfcHs^  two  of  them.  It  has  an  annual  income  of  about 
nine  hundred  pounds  currency,  of  which  two  hundred  pounds  arife 
from  funded  put^lic  fecurities  and  lands,  and  the  reil  from  the  fees  of 
the  ftudents.  « 

The  pr^fident  of  the  co|lege  is  alfb  profefTor  of  eloquence,  criti-? 
oifm  and  chronology.  The  vice-prefident  is  alfo  profeffor  of  divinity 
and  moral  philofophy.  There  is  alfo  a  profeflor  of  mathematics 
and  natural  philofophy,  and  ,two  matters  of  languages.  The  four 
claifip»  in  college  contain  cprnqjonly  from  feventy  to  one  hundred  flu- 
dents.  There  is  a  grammar-fchool  of  about  twenty  fcholars,  con- 
|je£ted  with  the  college,  under  the  ^perintendance  of  the  prefident, 
and  taught  foinetipnes  by  a  fenior  fcholar,  and  fottietinies  by  a 
graduate. 

Before  the  war,  this  college  was  fiimifhed  with  a  philofophical 
apparatus,  worth  fiye  hundred  pounds,  which  (except  the  elegant 
prreryconftru<aed  by  Mr.  Rittenhoufe;  was  almoft  entirely  deftroyed 
by  the  Britifti  army  in  the  late  war,  as  was  alfo  the  library,  whicl^ 
pow  confifts  of  between  two  and  three  thoufanc}  volumes. 

The  college  edifice  is  handfomely  built  with  flone,  and  is  one  hun-s 
dred  and  eighty  feet  in  length,  fifty-four  in  breadtl^  arid  four  Tories 
high,  and  is  divided  into  forty-two  convenient  chambers  for  the  ac^ 
commodation  of  the  fludents,  befides  a  dining-hall,  chapel,  and  roon\ 
for  the  library.  Its  fituation  is  elevated,  and  exceedingly  pleafant 
and  healthful.  It  is  remarkable,  that  fince  the  removal  of  the  college 
to  Prince  town,  in  1756,  there  have  been  but  five  or  fix  deaths  among 
the  fludents.  The  view  from  the  college  balcony  is  extenfive  and 
^rming. 
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Tbe  college  has  been  tinder  the  care  of  a  fucceffion  of  prefidentv 
eminent  for  piety  and  learning,  and  has  fumiflied  a  number  of  ci- 
▼iliansy  <^vines  and  phyficians,  of  the  firft  rank  in  America^ 

The  charter  for  Queen's  College,  at  Brunfwick,  was  granted  jufl 
Vefore  the  war,  in  confequence  of  an  applicatioii  from  a  body  of  the 
Dutch  ch-urch.  Its  funds^  raffed  wholly  by  free  donations,  amount- 
ed, ftDoo  after  ks  eftablifliraent,  to  four  thoufand  pounds,  but  they 
were  confiderabJy  diminilbed  by  the  war.  The  grammar-fchool, 
vlwch  is  coane6tcd  with  the  college,  confifts  of  between  thirty  and 
forty  ftudcnts,  under  the  care  of  the  truftees.  The  cdlcge  at  prefeat 
is  not  in  a  very  flourifting  ft^te- 

There  are  a  number  of  good  academies  in  this  State;  one  atFroc- 
Itold  in  the  county  of  Monmouth ;  another  at  Trenton,  in  which  arc 
abo^  eighty  ftudents  in  the  different  branches ;  it  has  a  fund  of  about 
«ne  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annum,  arifing  from  the  intereft 
en  public  fcctwities  ;  another  in  Hackinfack,  in  the  county  of  Ber- 
gen, of  upwards  of  an  hundred  fcholars  ;  inflrudion  and  board  are 
feid  to  be  cheaper  here  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  State,  There 
n-  another  flourishing  academy  at  Orangedale,  in  the  county  of  EiTex, 
coniifting  of  nearly  as  many  fcholars  as  any  of  the  others,  fpmtihed 
Irhh  able  inilru6tors  and  good  accommodations.  Another  has  lately 
lieen  opened  at  Elizabeth  town,,  and  copfifts  of  upwards  of  twenty 
f  udems  in  the  languages,  and  is  increafing.  An  academy,  by  the 
name  of  Burlington  academy,  has  lately  been  eftablifhed  at  Burling** 
Ion,  under  the  direftion  of  feren  truftees,.  and  the  inftru^ion  of  two 
preceptors.  The  fyflem  of  education  adopted  in  this  academy  is  de- 
figned  to  prcpaic  the  fcholars  for  the  ftudy  of  the  more  difficult  daffies 
and  the  higher  branches  of  fcience  in  a  college  or  univerfity.  At 
Newark,  an  academy. was  founded  in  June.  179a,  and  promifes to 
be  a  ufeful  inflitution.  Beiides  thefe,  there  are  grammar  fdiools  at 
Sprkigfield,  Morriftown,  Bordentown,  Amboy,  &c.  There  are  no 
legubr  eilablifhments  for  conxmon  fchools  in  die  State.  The  ufual 
mode  of  education  h  for  the  inhabftants  of  a  village  or  neighbour- 
fcood  to  join  in  affording  a  temporary  fupport  for  a  fchoolmafbr, 
upon  fuch  terms  as  are  mutually  agreeable.  But  the  encouragement 
which  thefe  occafional  teachers  meet  with,  is  generally  fuch,  as  that 
no  perfon  of  abilities  adequate  to  "the  bufinefs  will  undertake  it;  and 
of  courfe,  little  advantage  is  derived  from  thefe  fchools.  The  im# 
provement  in  thefe  common  fchools  is  generally  in  proportion  to  the 
pay  of  the  tether.    It  19  thprcfpre  much  to  be  regretted  that  th^ 
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fcgiflature  do  not  take  up  this  fubjedt,  and  adopt  fuch  method  of 
lupporting  public  fchools  as  has  been  pra£tifed  upon  with  vifibld- 
good  fuccefs  in  fome  of  the  New- England  States. 

There  is  a  medical  fociety  in  this  State,  conlifting  of  about  thirty 
of  their  moft  refpedlable  phyficians,  who  meet  twice  a  year.  No 
perfon  is  admitted  to  the  prn^lice  of  phyfic  without  a  licence  from 
tlie  fupremc  court,  founded  on  a  certificate  from  this  fociety,  or  at 
leaft  two  of  its  members,  teftifying»hi8  (kill  and  abilities.  It  is  re- 
markable, that  in  the  county  of  Cape  May  no  regular  phyfician  has 
ever  found  fupport.  Medicine  has  been  adminiftered  by  women,  ex- 
cept in  fome  extraordinai^y  cafes. 

CONSTITUTION. 

The  following  is  the  conftitution  of  this  State : 

Whereas  all  the  conftitutional  authority  ever  poflefTed  by  the  kings 
of  Great-Britain  over  thefe  colonies,  or  their  other  dominions,  was 
by  compa6t  derived  from  the  people,  and  held  of  them  for  the  com- 
mon intereft  of  the  whole  fociety,  allegiance  and  protediop  are,  jn 
the  nature  of  things,  reciprocal  ties,  each  equally  depending  upon  * 
the  other,  and  liable  to  be  diflblved  by  the  other's  being  refufcd  or 
withdrawn.  And  whereas  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great-Britain, 
has  refufed  prote£Hon  to  the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies ;  and, 
by  affenting  to  fundry  afls  of  the  Britifli  Parliament,  attempted  to 
fubjed  them  to  the  abfolute  dominion  of  that  body ;  and  has  alfo 
made  war  upon  them  in  the  moll  cruel  and  unnatural  manner,  for 
no  other  caufe  than  atTerting  their  juft  rights ;  all  civil  authority 
under  him  is  neceflarily  at  an  end,  and  a  diffolution  of  government 
in  each  colony  has  confequently  taken  place. 

And  whereas  in  the  prefent  deplorable  fituation  of  thefe  colonies, 
cxpofed  to  the  fury  of  a  cruel  and  relentlefs  enemy,  fome  form  of 
government  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  not  only  for  the  prefervation  of 
good  order,  but  alfo  the  more  effedually  to  unite  the  people,  and 
enable  them  to  exert  their  whole  force  in  their  own  neceflary  de- 
fence ;  and  as  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congrefs,  the  fupreme 
council  of  the  American  colonies,  has  advifed  fuch  of  the  colonies 
as  have  not  yet  gone  into  the  meafure,  to  adopt  for  ihemfelves  re- 
fpeftively  fuch  government  as  flialJ  be  ft  Conduce  to  their  own  hap- 
pinefs  and  fafety,  and  the  well-being  of  America  in  general ;  we,  the 
reprefentativcs  of  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey,  having  been  elected  by 
all  the  counties  in  the  frecft  manner,  and  in  Congrefs  affembled. 
Vol.  II.  '3D  have. 
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have,  after  mature  deliberations,  agreed  upon  a  fet  of  charter  rigjit?^ 
and  the  form  of  a  conftitution,  in  manner  following,  viz. 

I.  That  the  government  *of  this  province  lliall  be  vcfted  in  a  Go- 
y^rnor,  Legiflative  Council  and  General  Aflfembl/. 

II.  That  the  Legiflative  Council  and  General  Aflembly  fliall  be 
chofcn,  for  the  firft  time,  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  in  Auguft  next ; 
the  members  whereof  fhall  be  the  fame  in  number  and  qualifications 
^s  is  herein  after  mentroned ;  and  fliall  be  and  remain  veiled  with  all 
the  powers  and  authority  to  be  held  by  any  future  Legiflative  Coun- 
cil and  Aflembly  of  this  colony,  until  the  fecond  Tuefday  in  Octo- 
ber which  fliall  be  'in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  feventy-ieven, 

III.  That  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  in  Oftober  }'eaily,  and  every 
year  for  ever,  (with  the  pnvilege  of  adjourning  from  day  to  day,  as 
Occaflon  may  require)  the  counties  fliall  feverally  chufe  one  perfon 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Legiflative  Council  of  this  colony,  who  fliall 
be  and  have  been  for  one  whole  year  next  before  the  ekdlion,  an 
inhabitant  and  freeholder  in  the  county  in  which  he  is  chofen,  and 
worth  at  leaft  one  thoufand  pounds,  proclamation  money,  of  real 
and  perfonal  eftate  within  the  faid  county  :  that,  at  the  fame  time^ 
each  county  fliall  alfo  chufe  three  members  of  AflTembly ;  provided, 
that  no  perfon  fliall  be  entitled  to  a  feat  in  the  faid  Aflembly,  unlefe 
he  be"  and  have  been  for  one  whole  year  next  before  the  eledion  an 
inhabitant  of  the  county  he  is  to  reprefenr,  and  worth  five  hundred 
pounds,  proclamation  money,  in  real  and  perfonal  eftate,  in  the  fame 
county :  that,  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  next  after  the  day  of  election, 
the  Council  and  Aflembly  fliall  Separately  meet  5  and  that  the  con- 
fent  of  both  Houfes  fliall  be  neceflary  to  every  law  ;  provided,  that 
feven  fliall  be  a  quorum  of  the  Council  for  doing  bufinefs,  and  thatf 
no  law  {hall  pafs,  unlefs  there  be  a  majority  of  all  the  reprefenta- 
tives  pf  each  body  perfonally  prefent,  and  agreeing  thereto.  Pro- 
vided always,  that  if  a  majority  of  the  reprefentatives  of  this  pro- 
vince, in  Council  and  General  Afllembly  convened,  fliall,  at  any  tim^ 
or  times  hereafter,  judge  it  equitable  and  proper  to  add  to  or  di- 
minifli  the  number  or  proportion  of  the  members  of  Aflembly  for 
any  county  or  counties  in  this  colony,  then,  and  in  fuch  cafe,  the 

tfame-.  may,  on  the  principles  of  more  equal  reprefentation,  be  law- 
fully done,  any  thing  in  this  charter  to  the  contrary  notwith (landing, 
fo  that  the  whole  number  of  reprefentatives  in  Aflembly  fliall  not  at 
any  time  be  lefs  than  thirty-nine. 

IV.  That 
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IV.  That  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  of  full  age,  who  are 
worth  £fty  pounds,  proclamation  money,  clear  eflate  in  the  fame,  and 
have  refided  within  the  county  in  which  they  claim  a  vpte,  for  twelve 
nionths  immediately  preceding  the  eledlion,  Ihall  be  entitled  to  vote 
for  reprefeiiitatives  in  Council  and  Aflembly  :  and  alfo  for  all  other 
public  officers  that  fliall  be  eleded  by  the  people  of  the  county  aj: 
large, 

V.  That  the  Aflembly,  when  met,  fliall  have  power  to  choofe  a 
Speaker,  and  other  their  officers ;  to  be  judges  of  the  qualifications  and 
Ipledions  of  their  own  members ;  fit  upon  their  own  adjournments  ; 
prepare  bills  to  be  pafTed  into  laws  ;  and  to  empower  their  fpeaker 
to  convene  them,  whenever  any  extraordinary  occurrence  fliall  render 
it  hecefTary. 

VI.  That  the  Council  fliall  have  power  to  prepare  bills  to  pafs  into 
laws;  and  have  other  like  powers  as  the  Aflfembly,  and  in  all  re>- 
fpe^ls  to  be  a  free  and  independent  branch  of  the  legiflature  of  this  co- 
lony ;  fave  only,  that  they  fhall  not  prepare  or  alter  any  money  bill, 
which  fliall  be  the  privilege  of  the  AfTembly.  That  the  Council  fliall 
from  time  to  time  be  convened  by  the  governor  or  vice-prelident,  but 
inufl  be  convened  at  all  times  when  the  Aflembly  fits ;  for  which  purr 
pofe  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflx^nably  ihall  always  immediately 
after  an  adjournment  give  notice  to  the  governor  or  vice-prefident  of 
the  time  and  place  to  which  the  Houfe  is  adjourned. 

VIL  That  the  Council  and  AfTembly  jointly,  at  their  firfl:  rneeting 
after  each  annual  election,  fliall,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  ele<ft  fomefit 
perfon  within  the  colony  to  be  governor  for  one  year,  who  fliall  be 
conftant  prefident  of  the  council,  and  have  a  cafting  vote  in  their 
proceedings,  and  the  Council  themfelves  fliall  choofe  a  vice-prefident, 
who  fhall  aft  as  fuch  in  the  abfence  of  the  governor. 

VIII.  That  the  governor,  or,  in  his  abfence,  the  vice-prefldent  of 
the  council,  Ihall  have  the  fupreme  executive  power,  be  chan- 
cellor of  the  colony,  and  a6t  as  captain-general  and  commander  ia 
chief  of  all  the  militia  and  other  military  force  in  this  colony  j 
and  that  any  three  or  more  of  the  council  fhall,  at  all  times  be  a 
privy-council  to  confult  them  ;  and  that  the  governor  be  ordinary,  or 
furrogate-general. 

IX.  That  the  governor  and  council,  feven  whereof  fhall  be  a 
quorum,  be  the  court  of  appeals  in  the  lafl  refort  in  all  cafes  of  law, 
as  heretofore ;  and  that  they  pofTefs  the  power  of  granting  pardons 
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to  criminals  after  condemnation,  in  all  cafes  of  treaibn^  felony,  or 
other  offences. 

X.  That  captains,  and  all  other  inferior  officers  of  the  militia,  ffiall 
be  chofen  by  the  companies  in  the  refpe<^ive  counties  ;  but  field  and 
general  officers  by  the  Cotincil  and  Afi'embly. 

MI.  That  the  Council  and  AiFcmbly  ihall  have  power  to  make  the 
great  feal  of  th's  colony,  which  fliall  be  kept  by  the  governor,  or  in 
his  abfence,  by  the  vice-prefident  of  the  council,  to  be  ufed  by  them 
as  occafion  may  require;  and  it  ihall  be  called,  the  great  fcal  of  the 
colony  of  Nevj-Jerfey. 

XII.  That  \he  judges  of  the  fupremc  court  fliall  continue  in  office 
for  feven  years ;  the  judges  of  the  inferior  court  of  common 
pleas  in  the  fcveral  counties,  juftices  of  the  peace,  clerks  of  the  fu- 
preme  court,  clerks  of  the  inferior  court  of  common  plejis  and 
quarter  feffions,  the  attorney-general,  and  provincial  facretary, 
lliall  continue  in  office  for  five  years;  and  the  provinciaUtreafurer 
Iliall  continue  in  office  for  one  year;  and  that  they  fhall  be,  feverally 
appointed  by  the  Council  and  AfTembly  in  manner  aforcfaid,  and 
commiffioned  by  the  governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  vice-prefident 
of  the  council.  Provided  always,  that  the  i'aid  officers  feverally, 
fliall  be  capable  of  being  re-appointed  at  the  end  of  the  terms  feverally . 
before  limited  ;  and  that  any  of  the  faid  officers  fhall  be  liable  to  be 
difiniffed,  when  adjudged  guilty  of  mifbehaviour,  by  the  Council  on 
an  impeachment  of  the  AfTembly. 

XIII.  That  the  inhabitants  of  each  county,  qualified  to  vote  asafore-r 
faid,  fhall,  at  the  time  and  place  of  electing  their  reprefentatives,  an- 
nually ele(Et  one  fjieriff,  and  one  or  more  coroners ;  and  that  they 
roay  re-ele(5t  the  fame  perfon  to  fuch  offices  until  he  fhall  have  fer\xd 
three  years,  but  no  longer  ;  after  which  three  years  muft  elapfe  be- 
fore the  fame  perfon  is  capable  of  being  eleded  again.  When  the 
elc6ti%oa  is  certified  to  the  governor  or  vice-prefident,  under  the  hands 
of  fix  freeholders  of  the  county  for  which  they  were  elected,  they 
fhall  be  immediately  commiffioned  to  ferve  in  their  refpe^ive  of- 
fices. 

XIV.  That  the  townfhips,  at  their  annual  town  meetings  for  elec^» 
ing  other  officers,  fliall  chufe  conflables  for  the  diftri^ls  refpe6tively ; 
and  alfo  three  or  more  judicious  freeholders  of  good  character,  to 
hear  and  finally  determine,  all  appeals  relative  to  unjuft  affefliTients 
in  cafes  of  public  taxation  ;  which  commiffioners  of  appeal  fliall, 
for  that  purpofe,    fit  at  fome  fuitable  time  or  times  to  be  by 

them 
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them  appointed,    and  made  known  ta  the  people  by  advertife- 
ments, 

XV.  That  the  laws  of  the  colony  fhall  begin  in  the  following  ftile^ 
viz.  Be  it  enaHed  hy  the  Council  and  General  AJJemhly  of  this  colony^ 
audit  is  hereby  '  enaHed  hy  authority  of  the  fame  :  that  all  commiffions 
granted  by  the  governor  or  vice-prelident  Ihall  run  thus,  The  colony 
cf  NeiA)*Jerfeyy  to  A.  B.  &c.  greeting  ;  and  that  all  writs  fhall  like^ 
wife  run  in  the  name  of  the  colony :  and  that  all  indictments  ihall 
conclude  4n  the  following  manner,  viz.  Jgain^  the  peace  of  this  colony^ 
the  government  and  dignity  of  the  fame, 

XVI.  That  all  criminals  fhall  be  admitted  .to  the  fame  pri- 
vileges of  witneflTes  and  counfel,  as  their  profecutors  are  or  fliall  be 
entitled  to. 

XVIJ.  That  the  eflates  of  fuch  perfons  as  fhall  deflroy  their  own , 
lives  fhall  not,  for  that  offence,  be  forfeited,  but  fhall  defcend  in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  would  have  done,  had  fuch  perfotis  died  in  the 
natural  way;  nor  fliall  any  article  which  mayoccafion  accidentally  the 
death  of  any  one,  be  henceforth  deemed  a  deodand,  or  in  any  wiifc 
forfeited  on  account  of  fuch  misfortunes. 

XVIII.  That  no  pei  fon  fliall  ever  within  this  colony  be  deprived  of 
the  ineflimable  privilege  of  worfhipping  Almighty  God  in  a  man- 
ner agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  confcience  3  nor  under  any 
pretence  whatever  be  compelled  to  attend  any  place  of  worfliip,  con- 
trary to  his  own  faith  and  judgment ;  nor  fhall  any  perfon  within  this 
colony  ever  be  obliged  to  pay  tithes,  taxes,  or  any  other  rates,  for  the 
purpofe  of  building  or  repairing  any  other  church  or  churches,  place 
or  places  of  worfhip,  or  for  the  maintenance  of  any  minifler  or  mi* 
niflry,  contrary  to  what  he  believes  to  be  right,  or  has  deliberately  or 
voluntarily  engaged  himfelf  to  perform. 

XIX.  That  there  fhall  be  no  eftablifliment  of  any  one  religious  feCt 
in  this  province,  in  preference  to  another;  and  that  no  Proteflant  inha- 
bitant of  this  colony  fliall  be  denied  the  enjoyment  of  any  civil  right, 
merely  on  account  of  his  religious  principles ;  but  that  all  perfons, 
profeiling  a  belief  in.the  faith  of  any  Proteflant  fe£l:,  who  fhall  demean 
themfelves  peaceably  under  the  government  as  hereby  eflabliflied, 
fliall  be  capable  of  being  elected  into  any  office  of  profit  or  trufl,  or 
being  a  member  of  either  branch  of  the  legiflature ;  and  fliall  fully 
and  freely  enjoy  every  privilege  and  immunity  enjoyed  by  others  their 
fellow  fubje£ts. 

XX.  That 
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XX.  That  the  legiflative  departnient  of  this  government  may,  a« 
jaiuch  as  poffible,  be  preferved  from  all  lufpicion  of  corruption,  none 
♦f  the  judges  of  the  faprerae  or  other  courts,  fheriffs,  or  any  other 
f  erfon  or  perfonis  pofltiTcd  of  any  poft  of  profit  under  the  govern- 
iiienr,  othei"  rhan  juflices  of  the  peace,  fhall  be  entitled  to  a  feat  in  the 
AfTeiAbly  ;  but  that  on  his  being  elefted  and  taking  his  feat,  his  of- 
^ce  or  poft  fliall  be  conlidcred  as  vacant. 

XXI.  That  all  the  Jaws  of  this  province  contained  in  the  edition 
fefcly  pxiblifhed  by  Mr,  AUinlbn,  fliall  be  and  remain  in  fiiU  force, 
B»til  altered  by  the  legiflature  of  this  colony,  fuch  only  excepted  aa 
are  incompatible  with  this  charter,  and  fliall  be,  according  as  hereto- 
fore, regarded  in  all  refpeds  by  all  civil  officers,  and  others  the  good 
people  of  this  province, 

XXII.  That  the  common  law  of  England,  as  well  as  fo  much  of 
Ibe  ftatute  law  as  has  been  heretofore  pradifed  in  this  colony,  fhall 
Itill  remain  in  force,  until  they  fhall  be  altered  by  a  future  law  of  the 
fegifkture ;  fuch  parts  only  excepted  as  are  repugnant  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  contained  in  this  charter;  and  that  the  ineftimable  right  of 
trial  by  jury  (hall  remain  confirmed,  as  a  part  of  the  law  of  this  cot 
lony,  without  repeal  forever. 

XXIII.  That  every  perfon  who  fliall  be  ele6led  as  aforefaid  to  be  ^ 
jaiember  of  the  Legiflative  Counpil  or  Houfe  of  Afl^embly,  fliall,  pre*. 
iio\is  to  his  taking  his  feat  in  Council  or  AlTembly,  take  the  following 
^th  or  aifermation,-  viz. 

*'  I  A.  B.  do  folemnly  declare,  that  as  a  member  of  the  Legiflative 
Council  or  AfTembly,  as  the  cafe  may  be,  of  the  colony  of  New- 
Jerfey,  I  will  not  affent  to  any  law^,  vote,  or  proceeding,  which  fhall 
appear  to  me  injurious  to  the  public  welfare  of  faid  colony  ;  nor  that 
fiiall  annul  or  repeal  that  part  of  the  third  fe£lion  in  the  charter  of 
tdiis  colony,  which  eftabliflies  that"  the  elc^liions  of  members  of  the 
Legiflative  Council  and  ^tfl*embly  fliall  he  annual ;  nor  that  part  of 
tlie  twenty-fecond  fedion  in  faid  charter,  refpeding  the  trial  by  jury^, 
ift-or  that  fliall  annul,  repeal,  or  alter  any  part  or  parts  of  the  eigh- 
teenth or  nineteenth  fetStions  of  the  fame." 

And  any  perfon  or  perfons  who  fliall  be  ele(5>ed  as  aforefaid,  "is; 
hereby  im powered  to  adminiiler  to  the  faid  members  the  laid  oath  or 
affirmation. 

Provided  alway?,  that  it  is  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
congrefs,  that  if  a  reconcihation  between  Great-Britain  in  thefe  colo- 
iiiesflxauld  take  place^  and  the  latter  be  taken  again  under  the  protec- 

I  '      tioa 
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lion  and  government  of  the  crown  of  Britain,  this  charter  fhall  be  axtVL 
and  void,  otherwife  to  remain  firm  and  inviolable.    . 

COURTS  OF  JUSTICE,  LAW§,  &<:. 
The  courts  of  juftice.in  this  State  are,  firft,  Juftices  Courts.  A 
Competent  number  of  perfons  are  appointed  in  each  county  by  the 
CJouncil  and  Aflembly  in  joint  meeting,  who  are  called  juftices  of  the 
peace,  and  continue  in  office  five  years ;  who,  befides  being  confer- 
vators  of  the  peace,  agreeably  to  the  Englifli  laws,  are  authorized 
to  hold  courts  for  the  trial  of  caufes  under  twelve  pounds^ 
From  .this  courts  perfons  aggrieved  may  appeal  to  the  quarter 
ieffions. 

Secondly,  Courts  of  Quarter  Seflions  of  the  Peace  are  held  quar-« 
terly  in  every  county,  by  at  leall  three  of  the  juftices.  This  court 
takes  cognizance  of  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  is  generally  regulate^ 
hy  the  rules  of  the  Englilh  law. 

Thirdly,  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  which  are  held  cjuarteiiy  by 
judges  appointed  for  that  purpofe^  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  jui^ 
ticfis  of  the  peace,  and  who  are  commonly  of  their  number,  and  hold 
their  commiffions  five  years.  This  court  may  be  held  by  a  fingte 
judge,  and  has  cognizance  of  demands  to  any  amount,  and  is 
conftrui^ed  on,  and  governed  by  the  principle  of  the  Eogliih 
laws. 

Fourthly,  Supreme  Courts,  which  are  held  four  times  in  a  year^ 
at  Trenton,  by  three  judges  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  who  hold 
their  offices  three  years  ;  but  one  judge  pnly  is  necefTary  to  the  hold* 
ing  this  court.  This  court  has  cognizance  of  all  adions,  both  civil  aud 
criminal,  throughout  the  State,  having  the  united  authority  of  the 
courts  of  Iving's  bench^  common  pleas,  and  exchequer  in  England.  The 
courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  nifi  prius,  commonly  held  once  a 
year  in  each  county,  for  the  trial  of  caules  arifing  in  the  county,  and 
brought  to  iffiie  in  the  fupreme  court,  are  properly  branches  of  thii 
court,  and  are  held  by  one  of  the  judges  of  it,  except  that  in  theoourtg 
of  oyer  and  terminer,  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  are  always 
added  in  the  commiffion  as  affiftants  to  the  judge;  but  they  cannot 
hold  the  court  without  him. 

Fifthly,  Orphan's  Courts,  lately  eftabliflied  by  ad  of  Aflembly^ 
are  held  by  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleafs,  ex  offidis^ 
and  have  cognizance  of  all  matters  relating  to  wills,  adminiftra- 
tions,  &c« 

Sixthly* 
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S^Iy,  Court  of  Chancery,  held  by  the  governor  ex  officio^  al* 
Vays  open.  It  is  a  court  of  law  and  equity,  founded  on' the  fame 
principles,  and  governed  by  the  fame  rules  as  the  court  of  chancery 
in  England. 

Seventhly,  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  compofed  of  the 
governor,  and  feven  of  the  council,  and  is  a  court  of  appeals  in  the 
laft  refort  in  all  cafes  of  law. 

All  the  Knglilh  laws  which  have  been  pra6lifed  upon  in  the  State, 
iind  which  are  not  repugnant  to  revolution  principles,  were  adopted 
by  the  conflitution,  and  very  few  alterations  of  confequeoce  have 
fince  been  made,  except  in  the  defcent  of  the  real  eftares,  whitti,  in- 
flead  of  defending  to  the  eldeft  fon,  agreeable  to  the  old  feudal  fyf- 
fem,  as  formerly,  are  now  divided,  where  there  is  no  will,  two 
fliares  to  each  fon,  and  one  fl^are  to  each  daughter,  i.  e.  the  fons  have 
double  the  daughter's  portions,  but  all  the  fons  have  equal  portion^ 
and  all  the  daughters. 

No  perfon  is  permitted  to  pradtife  as  an  attorney  in  any  court  with- 
out a  licence  from  the  governor.  This  cannot  be  obtained  unlefs  the 
candidate  (hould  be  above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  {hall  have 
ferved  a,  regular  clerkfliip  with  fome  licenfed  attorney  for  four  years, 
and  have  taken  a  xlegree  in  fome  public  college,  othtiwife  he  mult 
ferve  five  years.  This  regulation  it  confidered  by  foipc  as  a  depre- 
ciation of  rights  in  regard  to  citizens  of  other  States,  and  a  bar  to  the 
'progrefs  of  knowledge.  He  mud  alfo  fubmit  to  an  examination  by 
three  of  the  tnoft  eminent  courifellors  in  the  State,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court.  After  three  years  praftice  as  an  at- 
torney, he  becomes  a  candidate  for  ^  counfellor*s  licence,  which  is 
granted  on  a  like  examination.  Many  of  the  people  here,  however, 
as  in  other  States,  think,  becaufe  perhaps  they  arc  inftruments  in 
obliging  them  to  pay  their  debts,  that  the  lawyers  know  too  much. 
But  their  knowledge  will  not  injure  thofe  who  are  innocent,  and 
trho  will  let  them  alone.  Experience  has  verified  this  obfen^ation  in 
the  county  of  Cape  May,  No  lawyer  lives  within  fixty, miles  of  that 
county,  and  it  is  feldom  that  they  attend  their  couits. 

MILITARY  STRENGTH. 

The  military  flrength  of  New-Jerfey  confifls  of  a  militia,  of  be- 
tii^-een  thirty  and  forty  thouland  men. 

This  State  was  the  feat  of  war  for  feveral  years,  during  the  contell 

between  Great-Britain  and  Americat    Her  lolTes  both  of  men  and 
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|)iropcrty,  ift  proportion  to  the  population  and  w^lth  of  t!ie  Statt,  was 
greater  than  any  other  of  the  ttirteen  States.  When  General  Walh- 
ington  was  reti^ating  through  the  Jerfeys,  almoft  forfaken  by  alJ 
others,  her  militia  were  at  all  times  obedient  to  hj^  orders  ;  and  for 
Vi  confiderablc  length  of  time,  compofcd  the  ftrength  of  his  army. 
There  is  hardly  a  town  in  the  State  that  lay  in  the  progrefs  of  th» 
Britifh  army,  that  was  notrcndePQ^  fignal  by  fome  enterprize  or  ex- 
ploit. At  Treptoii  the  enemy  received  a  check,  which  may  be  faid 
with  jqftice  to  have  turned  the  tide  of  war.  At  Prince  tawn,  the  feat 
of  the  mpfes,  they  received  another,  which,  united,  obliged  them 
to  retire  with  precipitation,  and  take  refuge  in  difgraceful  winter 
'  quarters.  -But  whatever  honour  this  State  might  derive  from  the  re- 
lation, it  is  not  o^r  bulinefs  to  enter  i^pon  an  otherwife  unprofitable 
defcription  of  battles  or  fieges ;  we  leave  this  to  the  pen  of  the  hil- 
torian,  whofe  objed  is  to  furnifh  a  minute  detail  of  every  occurring 
circumftance,  and  only  obferve  in  general,  that  the  linany  ^nilitary 
achievements  performed  by  the  Jerfey  foldiers,  give  this'  State  one 
of  the  firft  ranks  among  lier  lifters  in  a  military  view,  and  entitle 
her  to  a  fhare  of  pmife  in  the  acGomplifhment  of  the  late  j;lorioJiis 
gr^volution^  that  bears  no  proportion  to  ht^  &ze. 
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STATE    OF 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

SITUATION  AND  BOUNDARIES. 

X  HIS  State  is  fituated  between  o®  20'  eafl,  and  50®  wreft  long!* 
tude  J  and  between  30®  43',  and  /^%^  north  latitude.  Its  length  is 
two  hundred  and  eignty-eight  miles,  and  its  breadth  one  hundred 
and  fifty-fix.  It  is  bounded  eafl  by  Delaware  river,  which  divides  it 
from  New-Jerfey ;  north,  by  New- York,  and  a  territory  of  about 
two  hupdred  and  two  thoufand  acres,  on  lake  Erie,  purchafed  of  Con- 
grefs  by  this  State ;  noith-weft,  by  a  part  of  lake  Erie,  where  there 
is  a  good  port ;  wefl^  by  the  weftern  territory,  and  a  part  of  Vir- 
ginia; fouth,  by  a  parted  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Delaware.  The 
State  lies  in  the  forai  of  a  parallelograin. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  &c. 
This  part  of  the  Union  is  well  watered,  here  arc  fix  con- 
f  derable  rivers,  which^  with  their  numerous  branches,  penin- 
fulate  the  whole  St^te,  viz.  The  Delaware,  Schuylkill,  Sufque- 
hannah,  Youghiogeny,  Monongahela,  and  Allegany.  The  bay 
and  river  Delaware  are  navigable  from  the  fea  up  to  the  great 
or  lowef  falls  at  Trenton,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  miles ;  and 
iirc  accommodated  with  a  light  houfe,  on  cape  Henlopen,  and  with 
buoys  and  piers  for  the  diredtion  and  fafety  of  ftiips.  The  defiance 
4>f  Philadelphia  from  the  fea  is  about  fixty  miles  acrofs  the  land  in  a 
foutlHweft  cotirfe,  to  the  New-Jerfey  coaft,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  milei  by  the  ft»ip  channel  of  the  Delaware.  So  far  it  is  navi- 
gable for  a  feventy-four  gun  fiiip.  Sloops  gp  thirty-five  miles  farther, 
<o  Trenton  falls.  The  river  is  navigable  for  boats  that  carry  e Jght  or 
^  tAni  lions,  an  hundred  miles  farther,  and  for  Indian  canoes,  except 
feveral  fmall  falls  or  portages,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  At 
Eafton  it  receives  the  Lehigh  from  the  weft,  which  is  navfgable  thirty 
Bvilcs.  The  tide  feU  up  as  high  as  Trenton  falls,  and  at  Philadelphia 
^  rifei 
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ri&»  geneiRdly  about  five  or  fix  feet.    A  oprth-eafl:  ai\d  ea^^mpd  . 
ratfies.  it  higher,  , 

Between  cape  Henlopen  and  cape  May  is  the  entrance  into  the  De- 
laware bay.  The  entrance  into  the  river  is  twenty  miles  farther  up, 
at  Bombay  Hook,  where  the  river  is  four  or  five  miles  wide ,  from 
Bombay  Hook  to  Reedy-Ifland  is  twenty  miles.  This  ifland  is  thf 
rendezvous  of  outward-bound  fliips  in  autumn  and  fpring,  waiting  for 
a  favourable  wind.  The  courfe  from  this  to  the  lea  is  S.  S.  E.  fo  that^a 
N.  W.  wind,  which  is  the  prevailing  wind  in  thefe  feafons,  is  fair 
for  veflels  to  put  out  to  fea.  This  river  is  generally  frozen  one  or 
two  rnonths  in  the  year  at  Philadelphia^  fo  as  to  prevent  navigation, 
but  vefTels  may  at  all  times  make  a  fecure  harbour  at  port  Penn,  al^ 
Reedy-Ifland,  where  piers  have  been  ere^ed  by  the  State.  Veflels 
are  generally  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours  in  afcending  this 
beautiful  river  to  Philadelphia;  and  the  navigation  is  fafc,  and 
in  the  milder  feafons,  efpecially  in  thp  fiimmer,  is  indefcribably 
pleaiant. 

From  Chefter  to  Philadelphia,  twenty  miles  by  water,  and  fiftcea 
by  land,  the  channel  of  the  river  is  narrowed  by  iflands  of  marfh, 
which  are  generally  banked  and  turned  into  rich  and  lopmipnfyly  y^ 
luable  meadows. 

Billinfport,  twelve  miles  below  Philadelphia,  was  fortified  ia  the 
late  war  for  the  defence  of  the  channel.  Oppofite  this  fort,  feveral 
large  frames  of  timber,  headed  with  iron  fpikes,  called  chev^^ux  de 
frizes,  were  funk  to  prevent  the  Britifti  (hips  from  palling.  Since 
the  peace,  a  curious  machine  l)as  been  invented  ia  Philadelphia  to 
raife  (hem. 

.  The  Schuylkill  rifes  north-weft  of  the  Kittatinny  mountains, 
through  which  it  paffes,  into  a  fine  champaign  country,  s^nd  runs, 
from  its  fource,  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  in  a  fouth- 
eaft  direction,  and  pafling  through  t\xe  limits  of  the  cjty  of  Philadel- 
phia, falls  into  the  Delaware  oppofite  Mudrlfland,  fix  or  feven  mile$ 
below  the  city.  It  is  navigable  from  above  Readipg,  eighty-five  or 
ninety  miles  to  its  mouth.  There  are  four  floating  bridges  thrown 
acrofs  it,  made  of  logs  fattened  together,  and  lying  upon  the.water^ 
in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia. 

The  north-eaft  branch  of  the  Sufq'iehannah  river  rifes  in  lakes  Ou 
fego  and  Otego,  in  the  State  of  New-York,  and  runs  in  fuch  a  wind-? 
ing  courfe  as  to  crofs  the  boundary  line  between  New-York  and 
]Pennfylvapia  three  timest    It  r^eives  Tyqga  rivpr,  one  of  its  print 
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cipal  branches^  in  latitude  41^  ^/»  thf^ee  miletf  ibtithrdf  ftlt^  bM^K- 
daryline.  The  Sufquehannah  branch  is  navigable  for  b^teatut  to^ 
its  fourcc,  whence  to  Mohawk  river  is  but  twenty  nailes.  The 
Tyoga  branch  is  nivigable  fifty  mtles  f&r  batti)dux  {  ami  its  fburce  h 
but  a  few  miles  from  the  Chen^lTee,  which  empties  iQlo  lake'Onti^o. 
From  Tyoga  point,  the  river  proceeds  fouth-eaft-  to  Wywning 
without  any  obftru^Stion  by  faHs^  and  then  fo«h-eaff,  o^rerWyo*.. 
ming  falls,  till  at  Sunbiiry,  in  about  latitude  41°,  it  rneeft  the  weft? 
branch  of  Sufquehannah,  vthitchi  ie  i»vjj;able  niiidty  milw  fronv  it»^ 
mouth,  and  feme  of  the  branches  of  it  are  navigable  fifty  ftiiles,  and 
approach  very  near  fome  of  the  boataljle  branches  of  the  AWegany 
river.  This  nobjc  river  is  paffable  to  Middletown,  bisiow  Harm*^ 
f^rry,  with  boats,  carrying  feveral  hundred  bujhels,  aniJ  with  rafU: 
of  boards,  &c.  from  tlie  State  of  New-York,  as  well  a$  down  thcF 
Tyoga,  and  Juniata  branches,  feveral  hundred  milfes,  in  thehr  dk[* 
ferent  windings,  but  it  is  attended  with  difficulty  and  dabger  on  ac* 
count  of  the  numerous  falls  below  Middlctown.  About  fifteen  mrles^ 
above  Harrifb'urg,  it  receives  the  Juniata  fVom  the  north-weft,  pro- 
ceeding from  the  Allegany  mountains,  and  flowing  thxwugh  a  moun^ 
tainous,  broken,  yet  cultivable  country.  This  river  is  navigable 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  its  mouth.  ^       '        . 

The  Swetara,  which  falls  into  the  Stfquehannfah  from  the  north- 
eail,  is  navigable  fifteen  miles.  Abom  half  ^mik  from  the  moutht 
tif  this  river,  and  a  nnle  from  Msddietown^  is  a  grift  mili^  which^ 
merits  particular  notice.  It  is  a  very  large  and  haiidfi>me  Aooe  boild?* 
itig,  has  fouf  pair  of  ftones,  and  is^  perhaps  in  erery  refpec^  one 
of  the  moft  complete  in  the  State.  But  the  rooft  remarkable  cipcnm-t 
ihnce  relative  to  it,  is  the  race,  which  is  a  canal  from  twenty  to 
thirty  feet  wide,  and  carried  with  fiich  a  degree  of  boidnefs  ta  9 
length  of  four  hundred  and  feventy-fix  rods  or  perches,  through 
rocks  and  hills,  and  every  d)flacle  in  its  courfe,.  as  caniKyt  fait  to  ex<» 
eite  a  vety  high  idea  of  the  enterprize  and  perfevering  indyfliy  of 
Mr.  George  Frey,  the  undertaker  and  owner. 

From  Swetara  to  the  Tulpehoken  branch  of  Schuylkill,  a  canal 
and  lock  navigation  is  uuderti^^  and  the  works  con)cnen€ed^  by 
an  incorporated  company  whofe  Qapital  is  four  hundfed  ihouland 
dollar.  This  leads  throu^  the  Schuylkill  to  Philaddphia.  When 
thii  fliall  be  effeded,  a  pafTnge  will  be  open  to  Philadelphia  from  the 
,|noiata,  the  Tyoga,  and  the  eaft  and  Weft  branches  of  the  S»iqac«» 
banoali,  which  watery  9X  kaft  6ft^n  mUikw  of  ^cres.     From 
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tMi  jim^OD,  the  general  courfe  of  the  Sufquehannah  is  about 
^Ibuthreaft  until  it  falls Jato  the  head  of  the  Chefapeak  bay  at  Havre 
c^ Grace.  It  is  above  a  mile  wide  at  its  mouth,  and  is.  navigable 
for  fea  veflels  but  aty)ut  five  milea^  on  account  of  its.  rapids.  The 
banks  of  die  river  are^  very  romantic,  particularly  where  it  "pafles 
throogh  tiie  mountains,.  This  paiTage  has  every  appearance  of  having 
becfl  forced  thibugh  by  the  pafflife  of  the  water,  or  of  having  beea 
borft  open  by  fome  convulfibn  in  nature.*  ^ 

The  fevcral  branches  of  the  Youghiogeny  fiver  rife  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  AlJegany  mountains.  After  running  a  fhort  diftance, 
they  unite  and  form  a  lai^e  beautiful  river,  which,  in  paiSng  fomc 
0f  the  moft  weftem  ridges  of  the  mountain^  precipitates  itfelf  over  a. 
leyet  le^ge  of  rocks,  lying;  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  courfe  of  the 
riven  Thefe  falls,  called  the  Ohiopyle  falls,  are  about,  twenty  feet 
m  papendlculac  height,  and  the  river  is  perhaps  eighty  yards  wide. 
Eor^a  confiderable  diiftance^  bebw  the  £dls,  the  water  is  very  rapid^ 
atid  boils  and  foams  vehemently,  occafioning  a  continual  mift  to  rife 
from  it,  even  at  noon,  day,  and  in  fair  weather.  The  river  at  this. 
place  runs  to  the  fouth-weft,  but  prefently  winds  rmind  tt>  the  north- 
we^  and  continuing  this  courfe  for  thirty  or  forty  raikss,  it  lofes  its? 
name  hry  uniting  with  the  Monongahela,  which  comes  from  the 
ibuthward^  and  contains,  perhaps,  twice  as  much,  water.  Thefo 
tliiited  flreams,  fliortly  after  their  jun6kion,  mingle  with  the 
watejrs  of  the  Allegany  and  Pitt&urgh,  and  together  form  the  grand 
pivcr  Ohio. 

,  The  Monongaheh  has  been  already  particularly  defcribed,  and 
ibme  obfertaitions  uaade  on  the  navigatlbn  of  the  Allegany.  In  ad- 
dition it  may  be  obferved,  that  at  the  junAion  of  Fretich  creek,  which 
€omea  from  the  north- weft,  with  the  Allegany,  are  the  remains  of  9  ' 
a  Britilh  fortification ;  and  about  a  mile  above  is  Fort  Franklio,; 
Iwilt  in  1787,^  and  then  guarded  by  a  company "of  American  foldierSi> 
The  Ponnlylvania  north  line  croiles  French  creek  abou^  three  milea 
above  Le  Boeuf,  where  there  was  formerly  a  fort.  From  Le  Boeuf 
to  Prefqijwifle,  fifteen  or  fixteen  miles,-  is  an  old  waggon  road,  cut 
by>  the  .French  in  the  war  of  1755.  The  lands  on  French  creeH. 
are  very  rich,  and  moftly  cleared,  which  is  an  evidence  that  its  for-t 
iner  Indian  inhabitants  were  numerous.  Fourteen  miles  from  th<| 
mouth  of  this  creek  is  a  gentle  rapid,  thence  to  its  mouth  it  is  flow, 
deep,  and  fmooth* 

Therp 
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There  is  faid  to  be  a  practicable  communication  betweea  tbo? 
fouthern  branch  of  the  Tyoga  and  the  branch  of  the  Allegany,  the  - 
bead  waters  of  which  arc  but  a  fliort  dillancc  from  each  other.  The 
Seneca  Indians  iay  they  can  walk  four  times  in  a  day,  from  the 
boatab'le  waters  of  Allegany  to  thofe  of  the  Tyoga,  at  the  place  now 
mentioned.  And  between  the  Sufquehannah,  juft  before  it  croiles 
fnti>  Pennfylvania  the  firft  time,  and  thp  Delaivare^  is  a  portage  of 
only  twelve  miles..  Rafts  of  timber,  plank,  boards,  and  ftaves,, 
with  other  articles  upon  them,  can  be  brought  down  the  Delaware 
from  the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Otfego  in  New- York,  two 
huttdred  mites  above  the  city  by  ^he  courfe  of  the  river*  Some  mo- 
ney was  expended  by  the  government  and  landhc^ers  in  improving 
the  navigation  up  towards  the*  fource,  before  t|ie  -revolution,  and 
there  has  been  a  furvey  fince  made,  for  the  purpofe  of  proceeding  in 
the  improvement  of  this  and  the  other  principal  rivers  of  Pennfylva- 
nia, and  for  making  communications  by  canals  in  the  improved  part, 
and  by  roads  in  the  unimproved  part  of  the  State.  Great  progrefs 
has  already  been  made  in  thefc  improvements,  and  the  exertions  for 
their  completion  are  flill  continued.  The  Pennfylvanians  are  muct^ 
inclined  to  fuch  enterpnzcs,  having  found  great  benefit,  from  them. 
On  the  completion  of  the  prefent  plans,  the  State  will  be  as  conveDir 
cntly  interfe£^ed  by  roads  as  any  other  of  its  fize  in  th^  Unionj^. 
which  will  greatly  facilitate  the  fettlement  of  its  new  lands.  A  (light 
riew  of  the  map  of  Pennfylvania  will  Ihew  how  finely  this  State  i^ 
watered  by  the  Delaware  and  its  branches,  the  Schuylkill,  the  Ju-r 
niata,  the  Sufquehannah  and  its  branches,  the  Ohio,  the  Allegany, 
Youghiogeny,  and  Monongaheia.  The  Potomak  and  lake  Erie  alfo 
afford  profpe6ts  of  confiderable  benefit  from  their  navigation.  Na-^ 
ture  has  done  much  for  Pennfylvania  in  regard  to  inland  water  car-* 
riage,  which  is  flrikingly  exemplified  by  this  fa^,  that  although  Phila- 
delphia and  lake  Erie  are  diftant  from  each  other  above  three  hundred 
miles,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  rivers  of  the  State  may  be  fo  im? 
proved,  as  to  reduce  the  land  carriage  between  them  nine  tenths.  In 
the  fame  way  the  navigation  to  Pittfburg,  after  due  improvement, 
may  be  ufed  inflead  of  land  carriage  for  the  whole  diftance,  except 
twenty-three  miles.  By  thefe  routs  it  is  clear,  that  a  large  proportion 
of  the  foreign  articles  ufed  on  the  weflern  waters  muil  be  traufported, 
and  their  furs,  Ikins,  ginfeng,  hemp,  flax,  pot  afh,  and  other  va- 
luahle  commodities,  brought  to  Philadelphia.  The  hemp  and  oak 
timb«r  for  the  Ruffian  navy  is  tfa^fported  by  inland  navigation  one 

thpuf^d 
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tHouiatid  two  hundred  miles,  and  yet  hemp  is  {hipped  from  that 
kingdom  on  lower  terms  than  from  any  other  part  of  the  known 
^orW.  Ruifia,  long  fince  tl>e  fettlement  of  Pennfyivania  by  civihfod 
and  enlightened  people,  w^s  in  a  (late  of  a^olute  barbarifm,  and 
<leftitiite  of  thefe  improvements  :  much,  therefore,  is  to  be  expeded 
firom  the  continued  exertions  of  the  prudent,  induftrious,  and  fen- 
ilble  inhabitants  of  Pennfyivania,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
century. 

One  remark  muft  not  be  omitted  here,  and  that  is,  that  in  all  the 
back  country  waters  of  this  State,  even  in  thofe  high  up  in  the 
mountains^  marine  petrifa£Uons  are  fmmd  in  great  abundance. 

The  only  fwamps  "worth  noticing  are,  the  Great  Swamp,  betweea 
Northampton  and  Luzerne  counties,  and  Buffaloe  Swamp  in  the  State 
of  New- York,  fome  diftance  north  of  the  Pennfyivania  line.  Thefe 
fwamps,  on  examination  and  furvey,  are  found  to  be  bodies  of  &rm 
land,  thickly  covered  with  beach  and  fugar  maple. 

A  confiderable  proportion  of  this  State  may  be  called  mountain- 
ous ;  particularly  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Huntingdon,  Cumber- 
land, part  of  Franklin,  Dauphin,  and  part  of  Bucks  and  Northamp- 
ton, through  which  pafs,  under  various  names,  die  numerous  ridges 
and  fpurs,  which  colle^ively  form  what  we  chufe  to  call,  for  the 
fake  of  clearnefs.  The  Great  Range  0/  Allegany  Mountains.  The 
principal  ridges  in  this  range,  in  Pennfyivania,  are  the  Kittatinny, 
or  Blue  mountains,  which  pafs  north  of  Nazareth  in  Northampton 
county,  and  purine  a  fouth-weft  courfe  acrofs  the  Lehigh,  through 
Dauphin  county,  juft  above  HarrUburg,  thence  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  Sufquehannah  through  Cuihberland  and  Franklin  counties.  Back 
of  thefe,  and  nearly  parallel  with  them,  arc  Peter's,  Tufcarra,  and 
Neio^ek  mountains,  on  the  eaft  of  the  Sufquehannah  y  and  on  the 
weft,  Shareman's  hills,  SideHng  hills.  Ragged,  Great  Warriors, 
Evit*8  and  Will's  mountains  j  then  the  great  Allegany  ridge,  which 
being  the  l^rgeft,  gives  its  name  to  the  whole  range ;  weft  of  this  arc 
the  Chefnut  ridges.  Between  the  Juniata  and  the  weft  branch  of  the 
Sufquehannah  are  Jack*s,  Tufly's,  Nittiny,  and  Bald  Eagle  moun- 
tains. The  vales  between  thefe  mountains  are  generally  of  a  rich, 
black  foil,  fuited  to  the  various  kinds  of  grain  and  grafs.  Some  of 
the  mountains  will  admit  of  cultivation  almoft  to  their  tops.  The 
other  parts  of  the  Sute  are  generally  Uvel,  o;r  agreeably  variegated 
with  hills  and  vallies# 

In 
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la  this  coQiie^iony  we  beg  leave  to  Introduce  die  reduu^  of  Mr* 
Charies  Thompfon,  the  kite  fecretaiy  of  Congref^,  which  were  fug- 
gefted  on  his  reading  Mr.  Jefferfon's  defcription  of  the  paffage  of  tb« 
Potomak  through  the  Blue  ridge,  "  The  reiiediona  I  was  led  into 
on  viewing  this  paffage  of  the  Potomak  through  the  Blue  ridge  were, 
that  this  country  muft  have  fuffered  fome  violent  conviilfion,  and 
that  the  fece  of  it  rouft  have  been  changed  from  what  it  probably 
was  fome  centuries  ago  ;  that  the  broken"  and  ragged  faces  #f  the 
mountain  oh  cachJide  tlie  river;  the  tren^endous  rocks,  which 
are  left  with  one  end  fixed  iu  the  precipice,  and  tl)c  other  jutting  out 
and  feemtngly  ready  to  fall  for  want  of  fupport ;  the  bed  of  the 
river  fof  feveral  miles  below  obflruded,  and  filled  with  the  h)ofc 
flones.  carried  from  this  mound  ;  in  fliort,  every  thing  on  which  you 
cad  your  eye  evidently  dcinonilrates  a  difrupture  and  breach  in  the 
mountain,  and*  that,  before  this  happened,  what  is  now -a  fruitful 
vale,  was  formerly  a  great  lake  or  colle^ion  of  water,  which  pof- 
fibly  nwght  have,  here  formed  a  mighty  cafcade,  or  had  its  vent  to  the 
locean  by  the  Suiijuehannah,  where  the  Blue  ridge  feems  to  tarmtxrate. 
Befides  this,  there  are  other  parts  of  this  country  which  bear  evident 
traces  of  a  hke  convuUbn.  From  the  bed  acpounts  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  the  place  where  the  X)elaware  how  flows  through  the  Kit- 
tatinny  mountain,  which  is  a  continuation  of  what  is  called  the  North 
vidge,  or  mountain,  was  wt  its  original  courfe,  but  that  it  pafled 
through  what  is  now  called  *  the  Wind-gap,'  a  place  fcveral  miles  to 
'  the  weftward,  and  above  an  hundred  feet  higher  than  the  prefent 
}3ed  of  the  riverr  This  ^ind*gap  is  about  a  mile  broad,  and  the 
.ftones  in  it  iiich  as  feem  to  have  been  walhed  for  ages  by  water  run« 
ning  over  them.  Should  this  have  been  the  cafe,  there  muft  have 
been  a  large  kke  behind  that  mbuntain,  and  by  foroe  uncommon 
fwell  in  the  watek-s,  or  by  fome  convulfion  of  nature,  the  river  muft 
have  .opened  its  way  through  a  different  part  of  the  mountain,  and 
meeting  there  with  lefs  obftru<5tion,  carried  away  with  the  oppoiing 
Hiounds  o£  earth,  and  deluged  the  country  below  with  the  immeofe 
colledion  of  waters,  to  which  this  new  paffage  gave  vent.  There 
are  dill  remaining,  and  daily  difcovered,  innumerable  inftances  of 
fuch  a  deluge  on  both  fides  of  the  river,  after  it  paffed  the  hills  abov^. 
the  fall  of  Trenton,  and  reached  the  champaign.  On  the  Ncw- 
Jevfey^  fide,  which  is  flatter  than  the  Pennfylvania  fide,  all  the  eoun- 
ivj  belovvv  Ciofwick  hills  fc^ms  to  have  been  overflowed  to  the  dif- 
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tanqe  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles  back  from  the  river,  and  to  have 
^icquired  a  new  foil  by  the  earth  and  clay  brought  down  and  niixed 
"With  the  native  fand.     The  fpot  on  which  Philadelphia  ftands  evi- 
dently appears  to  be  made  ground.     The  different  flrata  through 
\irhich  they  pais  in  digging  to  water,  the  acorns,  leaves,  and  fom§- 
times  branches,  which  are  foiihd  above  twenty  feet  below  the  fur- 
face,  all  feem  to  demobftrate  this*    1  am  informed,  that  at  York- 
town,  in  Virginia,  in  the  bank  of  York  river,  there  are  different 
Urata  of  (helU  and  earth  one  above  another,  which  feem  to  point  out 
that  the  country  there  has  undergone  feveral  changes ;  that  the  fea 
for  a  fucceiBon  of  ages^  occupied  the  place  whfere  dry  land  now 
appears  ;  and  \faat  the  ground  has  been  fuddenly  raifed  at  variout 
periods.   What  a  change  would  it  make  in  the  country  below,  fhould 
the  mountains  at  Niagara,  by  any  accident,  be  cleft  albnder,  and  a 
paffage  fuddenly  opened  to  drain  off  the  waters  of  Erie  and  the  Up- 
per lakes  !  While  ruminating  on  thefe  fubjedls,  I  have  often  beea 
hurried  away  by  fancy,  and  led  to  imagine,  that  what  is  now  the  bay 
of  Mexico,  ^as  once  a  champaign  country ;  and  that  from  the  point 
or  cape  of  Florida,  there  was  a  continued  range  of  mountains  through 
Cuba,  Hifpaniola,  Porto  Rico,  Martinique,  Guadaloupe,  Barbadoes, 
and  Trinidad,  till  it  reached  the  coaft  of  America,  and  formed  the 
thores  which  bounded  the  ocean,  and  guarded  the  country  behitvi ; 
that,  by  fome  convulfion  or  fhock  of  nature,  the  fea  had  broken 
through  thefe  mounds,  and  deluged  that  vaft  plain,  till  it  reached 
the  foot  of  the  Andes;  that  being  there  heaped  up  by  the  trade  winds» 
alV/ays  blowing  from  one  quarter,  it  had  found  its  way  back,  as  it 
continues  to  do,  through  the  gulph  between  Florida  and  Cuba,  car- 
rying with  it  the  loom  and  fand  it  may  have  fcooped  from  the  coun- 
try it  had  occupied,  part  of  which  it  may  have  depofited  Qt^^the 
fliores  of  North- America,  and  which  part  formed  the  banks  of  Ne^^ 
fbuodland* — Buf  thefe  are  only  the  vjfions  of  fancy."* 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Reading  is  a  fpring  about  fourteen  feet 
deep,  and  about  an  hundred  feet  fquare ;  a  full  mill  flream  iffucd 
fix)m  it;  the  waters  arc  clear  and  full  of  fi(h  of  different  kinds. 
yrom  appearances,  it  is  probable  that  this  fpring  is  the  outlet  of  a 
very  oopfiderable  river,  which  a  mile  and  an  half  or  two  miles  above 
thispbce,  finks  into  the  earth,  and  is  apparently  conveyed  to  this 
!>ut]et)  in  a  fubterrancous  channel. 


#  -Jf&rlbA't  mUiy  of  Viituuit,  Appendhi,  K*.  11. 
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In  the  northern  parts  pf  Pennfylvania  there  is  a  creek  caOed  OiT 
Creek,  which  empties  into  the  Allegs^iy  river ;  it  iflues  from  ^  fpring, 
on  the  top  of  which  floats  an  oil,  fimilar  to  that  called  Barbadoes  tar, 
and  from  which  one  man  may  gather  feveral  gallons  in  a  day.  The  ■ 
troops  fent  to  guard  the  weftem  pofts  halted  at  this  fpring,  colleded 
fome  of  the  oil,  and  bathed  their  joints  with  it.  This  gave  them 
great  relief  from  tlie  rheumatic  complaints  with  which  they  were  af- 
fected ;  the  <vaters,  of  which  the  troops  drank  freely,  operated  as  a 
gentle  cathartic. 

There  are  three  remarkable  grottos,  or  caves,  in  this  State ;  one 
neal-  Carlifle,  in  Cumberland  county ;  one  in  the  townfliip  of  Durham, 
in  Bucks  county ;  and  the  other  at  Swetara,  in  Lancafler  county ;  the 
latter  is  on  the  eaft  bank  of  Swetara  river,  about  two  miles  above  its 
confluence  with  the  Sufquehannah.  Its  aperture  is  under  a  pretty 
Iiigh  bank,  and  from  fifteeh  to  twenty  feet  wide,  and  from  feven  to 
ttn  in  height.  You  enter,  by  a  gradual  defcent,  fo  low,  as  that  the 
furface  of  the  riv^  is  rather  higher  than  the  bottom  of  the  cave, 
aod  in '  your  progrefs  pafs  through  a  number  of  palTages  and  apart* 
ments  of  various  dimeniions,  fome  low  and  narrow,  others  very 
high  and  fpacious,.  v^lted  by  magnificent  canopies,  fretted  with  a 
variety  of  depending  petrifactions,  fome  of  which  are  drawn  to  a 
great  length,  by  medns  of  the  conftant  exudation  and  accretion  of 
petrifying  matter,  till  folid  pillars  have  been  gradually  formed,  Thefe 
Appear  as  fupports  to  the  roof,  which  is  of  folid  lime  ftone,  perhaps 
twenty  feet  thick.  Thirty  years  ago  there  were  ten  fuch  pillars, 
each  fix  inches  in  diameter,  and  fix  feet  high,  all  fo  ranged,  that 
the  place  they  eticlofed  refembled  a  fanCtuary  in  a  Roman  church  ; 
no  royal  throne  ever  exhibited  more  grandeur  than  this  iu/us  nature. 
The  refcmfelance?  of  feveral  monuments  are  found  indented  in  the 
^alls  on  the  fides  of  the  cave,  which  appear  like  the  tombs  of  de- 
parted heroes.  Sufpended  from  the  roof  is  *  the  bell,*  which  is 
nothing  more  than  a  ftone  projected  in  an  unufual  form,  fo  called 
from  the  found  it  occafions  when  ftruck,  which  is  fimilar  to  that  of 
abelL 

Some  of  the  fl;ala6tites  are  of  a  cojour  iike  fugar-candy^  and  odiers 
refcmble  loaf-fugar ;  but  their-  beauty  is  much  defaced  by  the  fmoke 
©f  the  torches  which  are  frequently  employed  in  conducing  the  cu- 
rious traveller  through  this  gloomy  recefs.  The  water,  whicb  i| 
♦xudated  through  the  roof,  runs  dowjn  the  declivity,  and  is  both 
pleafant  and  whoiefome  to  drink*    Thet^  are  fevertl  holes  m  th\ 
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4>ottom  of  the  cave  defccnding  perpendicularly,  perhaps  into  ati 
abyfs  below,  which  renders  it  dangerous  to  walk  without  a  light. 
At  the  end  of  the  cave  is  a  pretty  brook,  which,  after  a  fhort  courfe, 
Idfes  itfelf  among  the  rocks.  Beyond  this  brook  is  ^n  outlet  from 
the  cayc  by  a  very  narrow  aperture.  Through  this  the  vapours  con« 
tinually  pafs  oiitwards  with  a  flrong  current  of  air  and  afcend,  re- 
fembling  at  night  the  fmoke  of  a  furnace.  Part  of  thefe  vapours 
and  fogs  appear,  on  afcending,  to  be  condenfed  at  the  head  of  this 
great  alembic,  and  the  more  volatile  parts  to  be  carried  off  through 
the  aperture  communicating  with  the  exterior  air  before-mentioned, 
by  the  force  of  the  air  in  Its  paflage. 

On  a  high  hill,  near  the  Tyogi  river,  a  little  to  the  fouthward 
t>{  the  line  which  divides  New-York  from  Pennlylvania,  are 
the  remains  of  an  ancient  fortification.  The  form  of  it  is  cir- 
cular, and  it  is  encompafled  with  an  entrenchment  5  the  entrench-* 
ment  only  remains.  The  Indians  are  entirely  ignorant  of  the  origin 
of  thefe  works.  The  hill  is  an  excellent  fituation  for  a  fort,  and 
commands  a  delightful  view  of  the  country  around  it,  which  is  low 
and  fertile.  There  is  a  fortification  of  a  fimilar  kiiid  at  Unadilla,  in 
the  flat  lands,  and  they  are  numerous  in  the  weftern  couiUie«* 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  TRADE,  MANUFACTURES,  &e. 

Thefoilof  Pennfylvaniajlsof  variojiskinds;  in  fome  parts  it  isbatr^n: 
a  great  proportion  of  the  State  is,  however,  good  land,  and  no  incon- 
iiderable  part  is  very  good  :  perhaps  the  proportion  of  thp  firft  rate 
land  is  not  greater  in  any  of  the  United  States.  The  ricbcft  part 
of  the  State  that  is  fettled  is  Lancafter  county,  and  the  valley  through 
Cumberland,  York,  and  Franklin.  The  richeft  that  is  unfettled,  is 
between  Allegany  river  and  lake  Erie,  in  the  north-weft  coraer  of  the 
State,  and  in  the  country  on  the  heads  of  the  eaftern  branches  of  the 
Allegany.  Of  this  fine  trad,  near  one  hundred  jhoufand  acres,  lying 
on,  and  near  French  Creek,  are  for  fale  by  the  State.  The  conve- 
nient communications  through  this  creek  into  the  Allegany,  and 
from  the  Allegany  through  various  creeks  and  rivers  to  the  Sufque- 
hannah  and  Potomak,  have  already  been  mentioned. 

The  fouth  fide  of  Pennlylvania  is  the  beft  fettled  land  throughout, 
owing  entirely  to  the  circumftance  of  the  weftern  road  having  been ' 
run  by  the  armies,  prior  to  1762,  through  the  towns  of  Lancafter, 
Cariifle,  and.  Bedford,  and  thence  to  Pittft)urgh.    For  the  purpofe  of 
turning  thp  tidp  of  fettlers  from  this  old  channel  into  the  unfettled 
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parts  of  the  State,  the  government  and  landed  intereft  of  ftnnfjfU 
vania  have  been,  and  are  fllll  bufy  in  cutting  convenient  reads. 
During  the  fummer  of  178S  they  run  a  road  northy  Aom  a  former 
road  beyond  Bethlehem^  to  the  nonh  portage  between  the  Delaware an4 
Sufquehannah ;  and  thence  north  eighty  degrees  weft  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Tyoga,  the  firft  is  feventy  miles,  and  the  bft  above  £ tty.  It  i& 
now  in  contemplation  to  cut  a  road  ^om  Sunbury,,  at  the  forks  of 
the  eafl-  and  weft  branches  of  the  Sufquehannah ;  weft  one  bundled 
and  fifty  miles  to  the  mouth  of  .Toby's  creek,  which  empties  into  the 
Allegany  river  from  the  eaft.  This  road  will  be  through  a  traft  of 
rich  land,  «ow  for  fale  by  the  State,  A  road  is  alfo  cut  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Tyoga,  fouthward,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Loyal,  a  branch 
of  the  weft  branch  of  the  Sufquehannah.  Another  road  is  cut  from 
Jlimtingdon  town,  on  Franks'  town  branch  of  the  Juniata,  weftward 
thirty  miles  to  Conenwgh,  a  navigable  branch  of  the  Alle^ny. 

Thus  the  well-judged  policy  of  this  State  is  paving  the  way  fof 
the  fetclement  of  all  their  wafte  lands;  and  to  evidence  their  bene- 
volence, and  their  wifties  to  have  the  advantages  of  educajtion  in- 
crcafcd  and  more  extenfively  enjoyed,  they  have  allotted  fixty  thoufancj 
acres  of  tbefe  wafte  lands  for  the  ufe  of  public  fchogls  ;  and  above 
fixty  thoufand  more  have  been  granted  for  that  purpofe,  and  to  the 
foci^ies  eftabliflied  for  the  promotion  of  knowledgP»  the  arts,  rc«» 
ligiou,  &c,  A  confiderable  part  of  the  lands  of  this  State  remain  a( 
prefcat  for  falc  by  the  public.  The  Pennfylvanians  having  no  dif- 
putes  with  the  Indians  about  boundaricjs,  and  all  the  lands  within 
the  State  being  purchafed  at  a  fij^ir  and  open  treaty,  and  there  being 
fome  fettlcmentf  weftward  of  the  Pennfylvani^  line,  there  is  little 
appreheniton  of  the  Indii^ns  any  where,  and  in  moft  parts  of  the 
State  no  danger  at  all. 

Among  the  natural  advantage  of  Pennfylv^nia,  her  alnjioft  ibr 
numerable  mill  feats  ought  not  to  be  omitted ;  they  ^re  conveniently 
diftributed  by  Provi4encc  thrt)ughout  the  State„  and  afford  the 
ineans  of  ^ft^bliftiing^  every  ;fpecies  of  mill  work  and  labour-iaying 
machines,  to  tneet  the  produce  and  raw  materials  almoft  at  the  farv 
mers  doors.  In  the  prefent  fituation  of  this  country,  wanting  hand^ 
jfor  fanning,  atid  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  manufaSurcf,  when  inge- 
nious mechanifm  is  every  day  and  every  >yhere  invented  to  lefien  the 
neceffity  for  manual  labour,  this  natural  advantage  muft  appear  of 
ineftimable  importance.  Hemp  iind  flax  are  among  the  moft  profitable 
produ^ion^  of  t^  rict^  n)i4il^|id  m4  &e^  <;ounti^  fjbe  er^m  ^^  which 

it 
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b  jret  to  be  (kimmed.  It  is  therefore  a  moft  pleafing  fa£l,  that  they 
have  in  this  State  the  fiill-fized  and  complete  movements  or  works  of 
A  water  mill  and  machinery,  to  fliver,  rove  and  fpin  flax  and  hemp 
into  threads  or  yarns,  fit  for  linen  of  thirty  cuts  to  the  pound,  or 
any  coarfer  kind,  fheetings,  towelling,  fail  cloth,  ofnaburghs,  twine, 
and  the  ftrans  or  yams  for  cordage.  The  fame  machinery  is  calcu- 
lated for  the  roving  or  preparing,  and  fpinning  of  combed  woql 
ibto  worfted  yarn.  They  h^ve  alfo  the  movements  andcompletq 
machinery  of  Sir  Richard  Arkwright's  water  mill  for  fpinnjng  yarns  of 
cotton.  And  though  the  climate  ol  this  State  is  not  fit  for  cultivatmg. 
that  raw  material,  yet  cotton  can  be  raifed  with  profit  in  every  StatQ 
in  the  Union  fouthward  of  Pennfylvania,  and  imported  from  the  £aft 
and  Weft  Indies, 

-  It  is  certain,  that  thb  extraordinary  capacity  of  the  country,  for 
mechanical  works  has  either  called  forth^  in  an  imufual  degree,  tho 
mechanical  powers  of- the  human  mind,  or  that  Providence  has  be- 
flowed  upon  the  people  of  this  and  the  fifter  States  an  lUKommou 
portion  of  this  talentt  which  its  nature  and  fituation  require.  Rit- 
TENHousic  and  Franklin  ftand  unrivalled  in  mechanical  philofo-^ 
phy :  and  thofe  who  know  the  country  are  well  informed,  that  to  thefo 
two  great  names  we  could  add  a  confiderable  lift  of  phiiofophical  and 
jira6tical  mechanics, ,  in  a  variety  of  branches. 

So  many  of  the  fieceflary  and  convenient  arts  and  trades  depend 
Yy>on  the  plenty  and  aheapnefs  of  fuel,  that  it  appears  proper  to  take, 
notice  of  this  article.  Till  the  revolution,  the  dependence  of  the 
people  was  almoU  entirely  upon  wood  fuel,  of  which,  in  the  mofL 
populous  places,  there  is  dill  a  great  abundance,  and  in  all  interior 
Situations  immenfe  quantities ;  but  the  increafe  of  manufacftures  has 
occafioned  the  inhabitants  to  turn  their  attention  to  coal :  of  this  ufelul 
fpffil,  Providence  has  given  them  very -great  quantities  m  the  middle 
a,nd  weftern  country.  In  the  vicinity  of  Wyoming,  on  the  Sufque- 
hannah^  is  one  bed  of  the  open  burning  kind,  and  of  the  moft  in- 
tenfe  heat.  On  the  head  waters  of  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh  are  fomp 
confiderable  Ixxlies.  At  the  head  of  the  weftern  branch  of  Sufque- 
hannah  is  a  moft  extenfive  body,  which  ftretches  over  the  country 
fouth-weftwardly,  fo  as  to  be  found  in  the  grcateft  plenty  at 
Pittft>urgh,  where  the  Allegany  and  Youghiogeny  unite,  and 
form  the  head  of  the  Ohio.  All  the  coal  has  hitherto  been 
^accidentally  found  on  the.furfacc  of  the  earth,  or  difcovered 
in  the  digging  of  conunon  cellars, .  fo  that  when  the  wood  fuel 
'  '  fhaU 
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^U  become  fcarce,  and  the  European  methods  of  boring  fliaH 
be  flcil/ully  purfued,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  being  found  in 
mmy  other  places.  At  prefent,  the  ballafling  of  fhips  from  coal 
countries  abroad,  and  the  coal  mines  in  Virginia,  which  lie  conve- 
Btent  to  fhip  navigation,  occafion  a  good  deal  of  coal  to  be  brought 
la  the  Philadelphia  market.  From  this  great  abundance  and  variety 
0i  fuel  it  refults,  that  Pennfylvania,  and  the  United  States  in  general, 
wre  well  fnited  to  all  manufadlories  that  are  efFeifted  by  fire,  fnch  is 
furnaces,  foundaries,  forges,  glafs-houfes,  breweries,  diftillertes,  fteel 
works,  Imrrh  fiiops,  and  all  other  manufaftories  in  metal,  foap 
loiriags,  pot  afh  works,  fugar  and  other  refineries,  &c.  &c. 

Ship  building  is  a  bufinefs  in  which  the  port  of  Philadelphia  ex- 
ceeds moft  parts  of  the  world.  Ma^s,  fpars,  timber,  and  plank,  not 
mfy  from  their  own  State  and  the  other  States  on  the  Delawaie,  are 
conilantly  for  fale  in  their  market ;  but  the  mulberry  of  the  Chcfa- 
peak,  and  the  ever|;reen  or  live  oak  and  red  cedar  of  the  Caroiinas 
and  Georgia,  are  fo  abundantly  imported,  that  nine -tenths  of  their 
¥Wels  are  built  of  them.  No  vefTels  are  better  than  thefe.  A  live 
ifak  and  cedar  fliip  of  two  hundred  tons,  carpenter's  nwaftrement^ 
can  be  fitteil  to  take  in  a  cargo  for  fonneen  pounds  currency  per  ton ; 
and  there  is  not  a  port  in  Europe  in  which  an  oak  flrip  can  be 
equally  well  built  and  fitted  for  twenty  pounds  per  ton  currency,  or 
twelve  pounds  fieri ing.  This  fa6t  may  appear  doubtful  or  extraordi- 
nary, but  it  is  certainly  true  ;  and  it  is  greatly  in  favour  of  the  (hip 
carpenters  and  other  tradefmen  employed  in  fitting  and  buildihg  fhips, 
as  welt  as  raerchant.s  and  farmers,  whofe  kitcrefts  are  fo  inuch  con- 
ceded with  navigation. 

The  diflance  of  Philadelphia  from  Rie  fea  has  been  made  an  ob^ 
jcftion  by  fotne,  and  the  clofing  of  the  river  by  the  ice,  which  hap- 
pens almofl  every  winter.  Amllerdam,  the  greatefl  port  in  Europe, 
is  rnacceiTible  in  winter.  But  it  is  a  fa6l,  that,  notwithflanding  thefe 
c<bjedions,  their  veifels  make  as  many  Weft-India  voyages  as  thofe 
cf  the  two  other  principal  fea  ports  of  the  Middle  States ;  and  though 
the  river  is  frozen  from  three  to  nine  weeks  almoft  every  winter,  yej 
there  are  occafional  openings,  which  give  opportunities  for  fleets  of 
merchantmen  to  go  out  and  come  in.  The  fine  corn  and  proviiion 
country  which  lies  near  Philadelphia,  enables  the  merchants  to  load 
their  vefTels  in  the  winter,  and  the  market  is  regularly  fupplied  with 
flour, "pork,  beef,  lumber,  flaves,  iron,  and  many  other  of  tl>eir  prin- 
cipal 
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•  :dpal  articles  of  exportation.  Little  time  is  therefore  loft,  and  their 
trade  increafes.  The  cxop  of  1789,  and  the  other  exports  from  the 
harveft  of  that  year  to  that  of  1790,  it  was  fuppofed,  would  load  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thouiand  tons  of  iliippin^.  A  very  extenfivc 
back  country,  and  many  large  bodies  of  new  lands,  are  fettling  fafl^ 
which  muft  fend  their  produce  to  the  Philadelphia  market. 

The  produce,    manufadures,    and  exports  of  PennfyWania  ai« 

^  very  many  and  various ;  viz.  wheat,  flour,  naiddlings,  fhip  ftufF,  bran, 
ihort9,  (hip  bread,  white  water  bifcuit,  rye,  rye  flour,  Iteel,  Indian 
com  or  mage,  Indian  meal^  buck-wheat,  buck-wheat  meal,  bar 
and  pig  iron,  nail  rods,  nails,  iron  hoops,  rolled  iron,  tire,  yun* 
powder,  cannon  ball,  iron  cannon,  niufquets,  ihips,  boats,  oars, 
handfpikes,  mails,  fpars,  (hip  timber,  fliip  blocks,  cordage,  fquarc 
timber,  fcantling,'plank«  boards^  daves,  heading,  ihingles,  wooden 
hoops,  tanners  bark,  corn  fans,  coopers  wares,  bricks,  coarie 
earthen  or  potters  ware,  a  very  little  ordinary  ftone  ware,  glue, 
parchment,  ilioes,  boots,  fole  leather,  upper  1m||m|^  dreifed 
<leer  and  flieep  ikins,  and  gloves  and  garments  of  thFTam^,  £nc 
hats,  many  common,  and  a  few  coarfe;  thread,  cotton,  worfthl 
and  yarn  hofiery,  fine  writing,  wrappiing,  blotting,  fhe^thin^ 
^nd  hanging  paper,  flationary,  playing  cards,  copper,  filver  and 
gold,  clocks  and  watphes,  mufical  inftrunoents,  fnuff,  manufadured 
tobacco,  chocolate,  muilard  feed  and  muftard,  (larch,  harr  powder, 
flax  feed,  flax  feed  oil,  flax,  hemp,  wool,  and  cotton  cards,  pickled 
Jbeef,  pork,  (had,  herrings,  tongues  and  flurgeon,  hams  and  other 
bacon,  tallow,  hogs  lard,  butter,  cheefe,  candles,  foap,  bees-wai^ 
loaf  fugar,  pot  and  pearl  a(li,  rum  and  other  ih'ong  liquors,  bear^ 
porter,  hops,  winter  and  fummer  barley,  oats,  fpelts,  onions,  po^« 
toes,  turnips,  cabbages,  carrots,  parfiHps,  red  and  white  clover,  ti« 
jnothy,  and  moil  European  vegetables  and  grafles,  apples,  peache^ 

•  pJlums,  pears,  apricots,  grapes,  both  native  and  imported,  and  other 
European  fruits,  working  and  pleafurable  carriages,  horfes,  black 
cattle,  flieep,  hogs,  wood  for  cabinet-makers,  lime-ftone,  coal,  frcc- 
ilone,  and  marble. 

Some  of  th|fe  produdioni  are  fine,  fomc  indifferent;  fome  of  the 
iiianufa£llires  are  confiderable,  for  a  young  country,  circumflanced  at 
this  has  been,  fome  inconfiderable ;  but  they  are  enumerated  to  (hovr 
the  general  nature  of  the  State,  and  the  various  purfuita  of  the  inha«r 
bitants.  In  addition  to  them  we  may  mention,  that  a  lead  mine  and 
two  or  three  fait  fprings  have  been  difcovered  in  the  new  country, 
^hich  will  no  doubt  be  workedi^^as  foon  98  the  demand  for  thefe  ar- 
ticles 
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tides  to  the  weftward  increafct.  Wc  ought  alfo  to  notice  the  gfe^ 
forefts  for  making  pot  and  p^rl  alh.  Marble  is  found  in  many  partf 
of  the  State. 

The  rtianufe^urcs  of  Penniylvania  have  increafed  exceedinglr 
withm  a  few  years,  -as  well  by  mafter  workmen  and  journeymen  from 
Europe,  as  by  the  increafed  ikili  and  indufiry  of  their  own  citizens^ 
Houfehold  or  family  manufa^hires  have  greatly  advanced,  and  va* 
luable  acquiiitions  have  been  made  of  implements  and  machineiy  to 
fave  labour,  either  imported,  or  invented  in  the  United  States,  The 
hand  machines  for  carding  and  fpinning  cotton  have  been  intfoducfd 
by  Europeans,  and  improved  upon;  and  they  have  iatdy  obtained 
die  water  mill  for  fpinning  cotton,  and  a  water  miU  for  flax,  which 
is  applicable  al&  to  fpinning  hemp  and  wool.  Thefe  machines  pro* 
mife  an  early  eftabliilmient  of  the  cotton,  linen,  and  hempen 
branches,  and  muft  be  of  very  great  fervice  in  the  woollen  branch. 
Additional  employnient  for  weavers,  dyers,  bleachers,  and  odier 
manufa6tu«|J^f  muft  be  the  confequence.  Paper  mills,  gunpowder 
milb,  fteel  works,  rolling  and  flitting  mills,  printing  figured  goods 
of  paper,  linen,  and  cotlon,  coach  making,  book  printing,  -and  fe» 
ireral  •ther  branches,  are  wonderfully  advanced,  and  every  month 
ieems  to  extend  the  dd  manufa£tures,  or.  to  introduce  new  ones. 
There  are  upwards  of  fifty  paper  mills  in  Pennfylvania  which  wort 
materials  of  ho  intrinfic  value.  The  roanufadtures  from  the  mills  arc 
computed  at  two  huncked  and  fifty  thoufand  dollars.  The  hands  em* 
ptdyed  in  them  do  not  exceed  three  hundred.  It  is  calculated  that 
their  paper  mills  alone  indemnify  them  for  five-eighths  of  their  quota 
of  the  expenfes  of  the  general  government,  and  the  interefi  of  the 
public  debt. 

The  advancement  of  the  agriculture  of  Pennfylvania  b  the  bed: 
pTocff  that  can  be  given  of  the  comfort  and  happinefs  it  afibrds  to  its 
farming,  manufacturing,  and  trading  citizens.  In  the  year  1 786,  their  . 
exports  of  flour  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  barrels,  excfu- 
five  of  many  other  articles;  in  1787,  they  were  two  himdred 
two  thoufand  barrels ;  in  1788,  they  were  two.  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  barrels;  and  in  1789,  they  were  three  hundred  and 
flxty-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  atid  eighteen  barrels,  which 
exceeds  any  ej^port  ever  made  in  the  times  of  the  province 
or  in  the  times  of  the  commonwealth.  Since  that  period  they 
have  increafed  in  a  like  proportion.  The  produce  of  flax  is  in* 
creafed  in  a  much  greater  degree,  and  tjiat  of  wool  is  confiderably 
more  than  it  Was  before  the  revblution.  A  new  article  it  likely  to 
be  added  to  the  lift  of  their  produdions^  vfbkb,  is  fng^ri  made  of 
3  *• 
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\h^  maj^Ie-tree.  It  has  been  proved  by  many  fair  and  carefiil  expcri- 
nients,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  fubftantial  farmer  that  has  a  fa«A 
mily  about  him,  eafily  to  makfe  twelve  hundred  weight  of  this  fugar 
eve^  feafon,  without  hiring  any  additional  hands,  or  any  utenfils  but 
-thofe  that  are  neceffary  for  his  family  and  farm  ufe.  The  time  ia 
which  it  can  be  made  is  from  the  middle  of  February  to  the  end  of 
March,  when  farmers  in  this  country  have  very  little  to  doj  as  it  is 
too  early  to  plough  or  dig*  The  price  of  fugar  being  lower  here  than 
in  Europe,  this  article  may  be  reckoned  at  one  hundred  Mexican 
dollars  per  annum  to  every  careful  and  fkilful  farmer^  that  owns  land 
*  bearing  the  fugar  maple .  Of  thefe  tljere  are  fome  millions  of  acres  in 
Pennfylvania  and  the  adjacent  Statfcs,  and  at  leaft  one  or  two  mjlllons 
belonging  to  this  State  for  fale.  It  feems  alfo  highly  prdbable  that 
this  valuable  tree  may  be  tranfplanted,  and  thus  be  obtained  by  al- 
tnoft  arty  farmer  in  the  State,  and  that  men  of  property^  who  will 
purchafe  kettles  and  hire  hands  for  the  above  fhort  period,  may  make 
large  quantities. 

No  difficulty  lies  in  the  way  of  any  perfon  who  dcfires  to  become  a 
free  and  equal  citizen  of  this  State.  On  the  day  of  his  landing  he  may 
buy  a  farm,  a  houfe,  merchandize,  or  raw  materials ;  he  may  open 
a  work-fliop,  a  counting-houfe,  an  office,  or  any  ot^her  place  of  law- 
ful bufinefs,  and  purfue^  his  calling  without  any  hindrance^  or  the 
payment  of  any  fum  of  money  to  the  public.  The  right  of  elect- 
ing, and  being  elected,  which  does  not  affe£l  his-  bufinefs  or  his 
fafety,  is  not  granted  till  the  expiration  of  two  years,  which  pru- 
dcnte  requires. 

A  privilege,  almoft  peculiar  to  this  State,  has  been  granted  to  fo* 
reigners  by  the  legiflature;  that  of  buying  and  holding  lands  and 
houfes  within  this  Comtiion wealthy  without  relinquifliing  their  alle- 
giance to  the  country  in  Which  they  were  born^  or  changing  their 
refiderice.  THey  can  fell  or  bequeath  the  lands,  receive  the  rents, 
and,  in  fhort,  have  every  territorial  and  pecuniary  right  that  a  natu- 
ral-bom Pennfylvanian  has  ;  but  no  civil  rights.  As  they  profefs  to 
owe  allegiance  to  a  foreign  prince  or  government,  and  refide  in  a  fo- 
reign country^  where  they  of  courfe  have  civil  rights,  they  catlnot 
claim,  nor  ought  tliey  to  defire,  them  here,  fince  no  man  can  ferve 
two  mafters.  If  they  chufe^  at  any  time  after  purchafe,  to  fettle  in 
this  country  and  make  themfelves  citizens ;  or  if  they  chufe  to  give 
tlieir  eftate  to  a  child,  or  other  perfon,  who  will  do  fo,  either  of  them 
may  become  citii^ns  to  all  intents  and  purpofcs. 
Vol.  II.  30  Such 
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Such  i»  the  prefcnt  fituation  of  things  in  Pennfylvania,  which  h 
more  or  Icfs  the  feme  in  feveral  other  of  the  Anoerican  States,  viz. 
Diftri£t  of  Maine,  New-Hampihire,  Vermont,  New-York,  Virginia^ 
the  Catolinas^  and  Georgia ;  bt»t  though  nQt  fo  in  the  reft,*  the  prin- 
cipal difference  is,  that  they  are  fo  fully  peopled,  that  there  are  tevr 
new  lands  of  any  value  unfold,  and  farming  lands,  that  are  improved^ 
^re  of  courfe  dearer.  In  thofe  States^  however,  agriculture,  com-^ 
merce,  manufadtures,  the  fiiheries,  and  navigation,  afford  comfor- 
table fubfiftence  and  ample  rewards  of  profit  to  the  induftrious  and 
well-difpofed,  amidft  the  bleffings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

CIVIL    DIVISIONS. 

Pennfyfvania  is  divided  mto  twenty-two  counties^  which,  with 
their  county  town,  fituation,  &c.  are  mentioned  in  the  fol- 
lowing tablef  as  aHb  the  various  kinds  of  mines  and  minerals  in 
♦he  State: 


Couuties. 

Chief  Towns.  1       Situation. 

Settle 

Mines,  &c. 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia  ;on  Delawa.  R. 

All 

Chefter 

Wcft-Chefter;ditto 

All 

[ron  ore 

Delaware 

Chefter 

ditto 

AH 

Bucks 

Newtown 

ditto 

All 

Iron  ore  &  lead 

Montgomery 

Norriftown 

on  Schuylk  R. 

All 

Iron  ore 

Lancaller 

Lancafter 

on  Sufqueh.R. 

All 

Iron  ore  &  cop. 

Dnuphin 

Harifburgh 

ditto 

1 

Iron  ore 

Berks 

Reading 

on  Schuylk  R.!  | 

Lore,co.  mi.&Cw 

Northampton 

Eafton 

on  Delawa.  RJ  | 

Iron  ore 

Luzerne 

Wilkfburgh 

on  Sufqueh.R.  1  | 

Ix>re,co.mi.&c. 

York 

York 

ditto 

1 

Iron  ore 

Cumberland 

Carlifle 

ditto 

1 

L  ore  &  lead  mi. 

Northumberland 

Sunbury 

onw.bran.Su.  *^ 

Lore,  fait fp. 

Franklin 

Chamberfton 

on  Sufqueh.R,'  1 

Iron  ore 

Bedford 

Bedford 

on  Juniata  R. 

i 

Iron  mines,  &c. 

Huntington 

Huntington 

ditto 

«' 

Coal  &  lead  mi. 

Mifflin 

Lewifburgh 

ditto 

, 

Iron  ore 

Weftmorland 

Greenlburgh 

on  Allegan.  R. 

Coal  mines 

Fayette 

Union 

on  Monpnga.     f 

Coal  &  icon  mi. 

Waihington 

Waihington. 

S.W.cor.  State   | 

ditto,         ditto 

Allegany 

Pittfburgh 

on  Allegany  R.   J 

ditto,          ditto 

•*  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  vacant  lands  in  ihc  State  are  in  this  county  (Northum- 
itrland)  to  the  amount  of  eight  millions  of  acres* 
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CjaiEFTOWNS, 

|>H1LADELPHIA« 

The  city  of  Philadelphia,  capital  of  the  Static  of  Pennfylvania,  and 
the  prefent  feat  of  government  of  the  United  States  of  An^rica,  lies 
in  latitude^  3^**  56'  north,  and  longitude  yf  8'  45"  weft  from  Greene- 
^ich,  upon  the  weftern  bank  of  the  river  Delaware,  which  is  here 
but  a  ttyAt  in  breadth,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  by  the  courfe  of  the  bay  and  river,  abouf  fifty-fiyp 
intles  from  the  fea,  in  a  fouth-eaftward  direftion. 

It  was  laid  out  by  William  Penn,  the  firft  proprietary  and  founder 
Df  the  province,  in  the  year  1683,  ^"^  fettled  by  a  colony  from  Eng- 
land,  which  arrived  in  that  and  the  preceding  years,  and  was  in* 
creafed  by  a  conflant  and  regular  influx  of  foreigners,  to  fo  great  ^ 
degree,  that  in  lefs  than  a  century,  and  within  the  life-time  of  the 
firft  perfon  born  within  it  of  European  parents,  it  was  computed  to 
contain  fix  thouftnd  hpufes  and  forty  tJioi?fand  inhabitants  in  the  city 
and  fuburbs. 

The  ground  plot  of  the  city  is  an  oblong  fquare,  about  one  mile 
north  and  Ibuth,  and  two  hiiles  eaft  and  weft,  lying  in  the  n^^toweft 
part  of  the  ifthmus  between  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill  rivers, 
about  five  miles  in  a  right  line  above  their  confluence.  The  plain  is  fo 
pearly  level,  except  upon  the  bank  of  the  Delaware,  that  art  and  la^ 
bour  were  necefl'ary  to  dig  common  fewers  and  watercou^^fes  in  many 
places  to  drain  the  ftreets.  In  the  beginning  of  this  fettlement  it  wa% 
expe6^ed,  that  the  fronts  on  both  rivers  would  be  firft  improved  fot- 
the  convenience  of  trade  and  navigation,  and  that  the  buildings  would 
extend  gradually  in  the  rear  of  each,  until  they  would  meet  and  forni 
oile  town  extending  from  eaft  to  weft ;  but  experience  foon  convinced 
the  fettlers  that  the  Delaware  front  was  alone  fufficient  for  qu)ays  and 
landing  places,  and  that  the  Schuylkill  lay  at  too  great  a  diftajnce  to 
forni  part  of  the  town  on  its  banks ;  whence  it  followed  that  th^ 
town  increafed  nonhwafd  ^nd  fouthward  of  the  original  plot,  on  the 
Pelaware  f^ont,  and  now  pecupies  a  fpace  near  three  miles  ia 
length,  nqrth  and  fouth,  while  the  buildings  in  the  middle,  wher^ 
they  are  moft  extended,  do  not  r^ach  a  mile  from  the  Delaware. 

The  city  has  been  twice  incorporated,  and  the  limits  thereof  rcn 
ftrained  to  the  oblong  originally  laid  out  by  William  Penn,  without 
^eluding  the  northern  ot  fouthern  fuburbjs,  Thi^  plot  is  interfeSei 

^Gii,  by 


J^l%  GVNERAI.    PESCRIPTION 

by  a  number  of  ftrecisat  right  angles  with  each  other,  nine  of  whidi 
run  cad  and  weft  from  Delaware  to  Schuylkill,  and  twenty-threp 
north  ana  fouth,  crofling  the  firft  at  right  angles,  forming  one  hun-* 
hundred  and  ei^^hty-four  fquares  of 'lots  for  buildings.  The  ftreets 
running  eaft  and  weft  are  named,  except  High  ftreet,  near  the  middle 
of  the  city,  from  the  trees  tound  in  the  country  upon  the  arrival  o( 
the  colony ;  Vine,  Safiarras,  Mulberry,  High,  Chefnut,  Walnut, 
Spru^,  Fine,  and  cedar  ftreets,  and  thofe  running  qorth  and  fouth 
Irom  their  nunjeral  order.  Front,  becond.  Third,  Fourth,  &c.  to 
Proad  ftreet,  which  is  midway  between  the  two  rivers.  In  deeds, 
and  o^th^r  defcriptive  writings  which  require  exacftnefs,  thcfc  ftreets 
have  the  Delaware  or  bchuy  kil  prefixed  to  their  numeral  names,  to 
diftinguifli  to  which  front  they  belong;  as  Delaware  Second  ftreet, 
&c.  t)ut  as  there  are  very  few  huildu^gs  weftward  of  Broad  ftreet,  this 
addition  is  never  made  in  common  converfation,  but  when  they  are 
j^amed  they  iare  unde^-ftood  of  the  Del^2M*e  front,  unlefs  SchuylkiU 
be  added. 

Of  thefe.  High  ftreet  is  one  hundred  feet,  Broad  ftreet  one  hundre4 
and  thirteen,  Mulberry  fixty,  and  all  the  others  fifty  feet  wide, 
"Within  the  improved  parts  of  the  city  they  are  paved  in  the  middle 
\yith  pebble  ftones  for  carts  and  carriages,  which  uf\ially  contain 
three-fifths  of  the  whole  breadth,  and  on  each  fide  wit^i  bricks  for 
^pt  paflengers  ;  between  the  brick  anc(  ftone  pavements  are  gutters, 
paved  with  brick,  to  carry  off  the  water,  and  the  foot  ways  are  der 
fended  from  the  approach  of  carriages  by  rows  of  pofts  placed 
witlKJut  thee  gutters,  at  the  diftance  of  ten  or  twelve  feet  fron^  each 
pther^ 

j^efid^s  the  forementioned  ftreets,  there  are  many  others  not 
priginally  laid  down  in  the  plot,  the  moft  public  of  which  are  Water 
ftreet  and  Dock  ftreet.  Water  ftreet  is  thirty  feet  wide,  running  be- 
low the  bank,,  at  the  diftance  of  about  forty  feet  eaftward  from  and 
parallel  to  Front  ftreet,  extending  from  the  porth  line,  of  the  city 
fouthward  to.the  bridge  over  the  dock,  which  was  foriifierly  a  draw 
bridge,  i\nd  retains  that  name  in  common  ufe,  although  it  was  con« 
verted  into  a  ^lone  ^rch  above  thirty  years  fince ;  from  the  bridge  k 
;5  forty  feet  wide  in  a  right  liiie  to  Pine  ftreet,  and  leaves  a  row  of 
houfes  without  yards,  on  the  bank,  in  its  whole  length,  between  ijt 
and  Front  ftreet  j  fputhward  of  Pine  ftreet,  there  is  an  offset  of  about 
eighty  feet  eaftward,  and' the  ftreet  from  thence  to  Cedar  ftreet  is 
forty.fivc  feet  wide,  and  called  Pcnn  ftreet.  This  ftreet,  in  the  or^- 
ginal  plan,  was  intended  only  for  a  cart  way  to  accommodate  the 

.wharfs 


OF    PENNSYLVANIA,  4ij| 

wliarfis  and  ftores  to  be  erefted  under  the  bank,  and  not  to  rife  more 
than  four  fcjst  above  it,  fo  as  to  leave  the  river  open  to  the  view  fron^ 
the  weft  fide  of  Front  ftreet ;  hut  the  inhabitants  were  Toon  con-» 
vinced  that  the  ground?  on  both  flreets,  was  too  valuable  to  be  kept 
Tinimproved,  in  any  degree,  merely  for  the  f^ke  of  a  prolpeA,  and 
it  is  clofely  built  with  lofty  houfes,  except  a  very  few  vacancies  here? 
^nd  there,  throughout  the  whole  front  on  both  fides,  and  comndodi"* 
ous  wharfs  are  extended  into  the  river,  at  which  the  largeft  fliips  that 
Tufe  the  port,  can  lie  in  fafety  to  difcharge  and  receive  their  cargoes, 
3nd  are  defended  from  the  ice  in  winter  by  the  piers,  made  of  logs 
extending  into  the  riverj  funk  with  ftone  and  filled  .with  earth,  fo  a^ 
to  be  equally  firm  with  the  main  land. 

Dock  fireet  is  the  only  crooked  ftreet  in  the  city ;  beginning  at 
Jhe  bridge  in  Froqt  ftreet,  and  extending  north-weftward  in  a  ferpen* 
tine  traft  through 'two  fquares,  acrofs  Second  ^d  Walnut  ftreets,  an4 
terminates  at  Third  ftreet ;  another  branch  of  it  extends  fouth-weft^ 
ward  acrofs  Spruce  ftreet,  and  terminates  at  Second  ftreet.  The 
ground  occupied  by  this  ftreet,  and  by  an  open  fpace  between  it  and 
Spruce  ftreet,  below  the  bridge,  was  formerly  a  fwamp,  and  was 
given  by  William  Penn  to  the  corporation  for  the  ufe  of  the  city ;  it 
was  intended  as  a  place  to  dig  a  bafon  and  docks  to  ftielter  the  iliip^ 
ping,  but  experience  proved  that  ftiif)s  could  be  defended  from  the 
ice  by  the  piers  extended  into  the  river,  and  that  the  dock  could  not 
be  kept  clean  but  at  an  expenfe  far  beyond  its  utility,  wherefore  it 
wasnegle(5^ed  till  it  becaipe  a  nuifance  offenfive  to  the  fmell  and  inju- 
pous  tp  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  and  was  by  an  aft  of  Affembly, 
ordered  to  be  arched  over  and  covered  with  earth,  whereby  the 
pity  acquired  a  beautiful  ftreet  more  than  one  hundred  feet  in  breadth 
towards  the  Water,  and  not  lefs  than  ninety  feet  in  the  narrowefl: 
part.  ^. 

The  numter  of  the  ftrcets,  lanes,  and  alleys,  laid  out  by  the 
pwnera  of  the  lots  before  they  were  built  on,  is  too  great  to  be  enu- 
inerated  here,  there  being  fcarce  a  fquare  that  is  not  interfered  by 
one  or  more  of  them,  fome  of  them  continued  in  a  right  line  through 
feveral  fquares,  and  fo  fpacious  as  to  be  eafily  miftaken  for  main 
llreets,  others  only  through*  one  fquare. 

The  city  was  firft  incorporated  by  charter  under  the  great  feal  of 
the  province,  in  thp  year  1701 ;  before  that  period  it  was  called  the 
town  of  Philadelphia.  By  this  charter  William  Penn  nominated  the 
firft  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  and  common  councilmen,  and 
granted  them,  among  other  privileges  and  francbifcs,  that  of  electing 

others 
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jotbers  to  fopply  yacandes^  and  even  to  incrcafe  their  own  number  at 
|>leafure.  The  publtc  grounds  were  granted  to  them  by  the  name 
firf  th«  naayor  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  but  the 
^WMtJOnaity  had  no  fhare  in  the  government  or  eftatc  of  the  city,  the 
trbole'body  being  felf-eledtive,  and  not  accountable  to  the  citizens  in 
any  refpcS.  It  would  be  difficult  to  account  for  fo  extraordinary  ^ 
charter  from  the  wifdom  of  Willian)  Penn,  did  not  tradition  infornj 
Hf ,  that  among  the  firft  fcttlcrs  were  a  confiderable  number  from  the 
^y  of  Briftol  in  England,  whofe  charter,  granted  at  an  early  period, 
before  the  rights  of  the  commonalty  were  well  underftood,  had  been 
familhuized  by  habit,  which  induced  them  to  requeft  a  fimilar  one ; 
a  copy  of  the  Briftol  charter'was  accordingly  procured,  and  witl^ 
Jittle  yariation  adopted.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  the  com- 
mopalty  began  to  be  diflatisfied  with  it,  and  to  make  frequent  com- 
telaints  tq  the  AflTembly,  of  the  abufcs  that  were  praftifcd  under  it; 
many  of  which  appear  upon  the  minutes  of  the  houfc.  At  an  early 
period  after  tlie  charter,  the  legiilative  powers  of  this  corporation 
were  very  limited  ;  they  could  not  levy  a  llnllirig  by  taxes  for  any 
tife  whatever,  and  could  employ  the  income  of  the  city  eftates  only 
for  the  ufe  and  embcliifhment  of  the  city ;  wherefore  we  fee  few  mo- 
uttmems  railed  to  preferve  the  memory  of  that  corporation.  Al- 
though the  firft  men  for  integrity  and  abilities  to  be  found  in  the  city 
were  e>e6Ved  into  the  office  of  the  body  politic,  yet  fuch  is  the  nature 
0f  unlimited  piower,  not  accountable  to  the  people,  that  it  will  divert 
the  bell  men  from  purpofes,  which,  before  they  \\^re  inverted  with 
the  power,  they  would  have  highly  approved.  The  jealoufy  which 
the  Gitkcns  entertained  of  the  corporation  pervaded  the  General  Af- 
fembly  of  the  province,  and  when  the  lighting,  patching,  an^ 
paving  the  qty  became  a  defirable  obje(5^,  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
freenKn  would \  not  entruft  the  corporation  alone  with  the  power  of 
railing  or  expending  the  money  necelTary  for  thefe  purpofes;  they 
could  not,  however,  caft  fuch  i  refle6lion  on  the  refr enable  cha- 
laders  of  which  that  body  was  compofcd,  as  wholly  tovef^theic 
powers  with  others;  they  purfueda  middleline,  and  conftituted  two 
fcparate  bodies  by  the  names  of  city  wardens  and  ftreet  commif- 
fioners,  to  the  former  of  whom  the  lighfmg  and  watching,  and  to  the 
latfer  the  paving  of  the  flreets,  was  committed  ;  the  mayor,  or  re- 
corder, and  four  of  the  aldermen  concurring  with  each  body  in  lay- 
ing the  taxes  and  prefcribing  the  mode  of  expending  them  ;  thus  the 
city  legiflaticn  for   thcfe   purpofes,  becanae  compounded    of  two 

branches!^ 
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ferandics,  the  wardens  and  commiffioners  imoaediatdy  elected  by  the 
people,  in  the  fame  manner  as  their  reprefentatives  in  Aflembly^ 
tonftituied  the  democratic,  and  the  mayor  and  aldermen  the  arifio- 
cratic  branch.  Thefe  bodies,  thus  compounded,  condudtcd  the  bu- 
ilnefs  committed  to  them  with  great  harmony,  nor  is  there  the  leafl: 
recoUedion  of  any  difagreeme'ni  between  them  ;  the  taxes  were  laid 
with  equality,  colle6ted  with  moderation,  and  expended  for  the  red 
ufe  and  improvement  of  the  city ;  one  complaint  only  had  foun- 
dation, which  arofe  from  the  nature  rather  than  from  any  abu& 
of  the  powers  :  the  number  of  wardens  and  ib'ect  commiffioners 
was  fo  great,  as  at  very  moderate  wages  to  rendef  fhofe  boards  too 
expenfive. 

For  the  honour  of  the  late  corporation  it  ought  not  to  be'  bmitted, 
that  the  mayor's  court  was  always  filled  with  an  able  lawyer  for  th« 
recorder,  and  another  for  the  profecution  of  criminal  offences  5 
and  fuch  was  the  orderly  and  upright  adminiflration  of  ju^icc  ia 
it,  that  no  court  in  the  province,  or  perhaps  in  any  other  country 
exceeded  it. 

The  prejudices  imder  which  the  old  corporation  laboured  from  its 
original  conft.tution,  were  fo  ftrong,  that  upon  the  revolution,  th© 
General  AlTembly  declared,  by  an  a^  pafTed  during  their  firil  feffion^ 
**  That  the  powers  and  jurifdi£tion  hithcrjCo  exercifed  by  the  mayor^ 
recorder,  and  aldarmen  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,- were  not  founded 
on  the  authority  of  the  people,  and  are  therefore  become  null  and 
iroid."  Wherefore,  by  that  and  feveral  fubfequent  ads,  the  power* 
of  the  corporation  were  diftributed  betv\^en  the  fupreme  executive 
council,  the  city  magiftrates,  and  the. wardens  and  fbeet  commif* 
Coners,  who  exercifed  them  from  the  year  1777,  to  1789.  The 
prejudices,  which  had  no  foUii?latiQri  as  againli  coiporations  in  ge- 
neral, but  only  agatnfl  the  congftution  of  the  late  corporation  of  the 
city,  were  however  fo  ftrong,  ^hat  it  w;is  with  difficulty  the  people 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  fubmit  to  a  new  incorporation  of  the  city* 
The  defeats  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  and  governing  the  police 
of  the  city  at  length  became  fo  glaring,  that  they  were  feen  by  all 
clafles  of  people,  and  their  minds  prepared  for  an  a^^|t,  incorpora- 
tion. Tlie  General  Affembly,  in  the  winter  feffion^t;  17^,  favour- 
ing the  wiihes  of  the  citizens,  paffed  an  aft,  intitled,  An  Aft  to  ia^ 
coi-porate  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which,  with  a  fupplemeiu  palTcd  ia 
1790,  pnftitutes  the  prefent  city  charter. 
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By  thcfe  a£ts  the  common  council  confifts  of  two  braricKes  j  fift^ 
ildermen  are  chofen  by  the  freeholders  to  continue  in  office  fbr  feveri 
Vears ;  they  chufe  a  recordet*frorti  the  citizens  at  Jarge  for  feven  years^ 
smd  a  ntjayor  frorti  their  own  number  for  one  year.  Thirty  common 
Gouncilnieti  are  chofen  by  the  ciitizens  at  large#  entitled  to  vote  for  re* 
jprefentatives  id  AlTerhblyj  to  continue  in  office  for  three  years  ;  thefe 
were  intended  to  form,  a  balanced  government,  upon  the  principle 
that  the  choice  by  freeholders^  and  for  a  longer  term^  would  produce 
a  more  fele6t  body  of  aldermen,  and  that  the  citizens  at  large  would 
thufe  charafters  fitter  to  reprefent  and  form  Aie  popular  branch  of 
tity  government.  Eight  aldermen  and  fixteen  common  councilmen 
form  a  quorum  or  board  to  tranfaft  bufinefs,  at  which  the  mayor  or 
recorder  prefides ;  they  fit  and  deliberate  together^  but  no  a^  is 
legal,  unlefs  la  majority  of  the  aldermen,  a  majority  of  the  common 
councilmen  prefent,  and  the  mayor  of  recordef,  concur. 

There  is  not  perhaps  in  the  world  a  more  liberal  plan  of  city  go* 
Vernment ;  every  clafs  of  citizens  have  an  opportunity  of  reprcfenting 
and  being  reprefented.  The  body  is  fufficiently  numerous  to  con* 
tain  fome  of  every  defcriptiori,  and  of  every  fpecies  of  talents  and  in* 
formation  neceflary  for  deliberation  and  execution,  aiid  yet  not  fo 
large  as  to  be  incumbered  with  its  own  weight ;  itpoirefTes  the  powers 
of  legiflation  and  taxation  in  all  cafes  necelTary  for  the  well-governing 
and  improving  the  city,  except  in  contradidlion  to  a£ts  of  the  Ge- 
neral Affembly ; .  and  from  the  many  improvements  already  intro-* 
<luced,  there  is  reafon  to  hope  that  its  police  Will  be  equal  to  that  of 
any  modern  city.  • 

A  city  court  is  held  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  fouf 
times  in  a  year,  and  holds  cognizance  of  all  crimes  and  mifdemeanori 
committed  within  the  city. 

A  court  of  aldermen,  having  cognizance  of  debts  above  forty  tfiil- 
lings,  and  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  is  held  every  week,  beginning 
t>n  Monday  morning,  and  fitting  by  adjournments  until  the  bufinefs 
of  the  week  is  finiftied. 

Each  alderman  has  feparate  cognizance  of  debts  under  forty  Shil- 
lings. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  within  the  city  and  fsburbs,  including 
the  diftrift  of  Southwark  and  the  compa6^1y  built  pait  of  the  Nor-^ 
them  liberties,  which,  to  ^ every  purpofe  but  as  to  their  govern- 
ment, are  confidered  as  parts  of  the  city,  was  found  by  the  lata  cenfu* 
to  be  forty- two  thoufand  five- hundred  and  twenty,  and  the  number 

of 
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fit  hdtifes  fix  thonfand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-one,  .and  ftores  or  wovJc^" 
iliops  four  hnndred  and  fifteen.  - 

.  The  houfes  for  public  worfliip  are'  numerous,  and  are  as  fol* 
lows  : 

TheFriends  or  Quakers,  have  j*  The  Swedifli  LutHerans,      .      if' 
The  Prefbyterians  and  S^ece-  The  Moravians,      ,     .     .      i 


ders,  •     .     •     ,     •     ,      6     The  Baptifts, 


I 


.The  EpHcopalians,        .     .     3     The  Uttlverfal  Baptifts,       .      i 
The  Gewnan  Lutherans,     ,     2     The  Methpdifts,  "   .     *     •    - 1   . 
The  German  Calvinifts,    •  •      i     The  Jews,    ,     ,     .     .     .      i '  ^ 
The  Catholic^,  .     .     .  •  .     4  •  1 

'  The  other  puWic  buildings  in  the  city,  belides  the  univ^rfity  an4  ' 
college,  are  the  foUowiftg  f  *-     .      . 

A  ftate  houfe  and  offices, '  Two  incorporated  banks,     i    i 

Two  city  court  ^ufes,      r  A  houfc^  corredion,  •*    "' 

A  county  court  hottfe^  .     '     '.  '     A  dramatk:  Ch^atre^   •.      '•*       -.   It 
A  carpenters  hall,  '       A  public  ofefervatqry,        "•        :  .^^ 

A  philofophical  fociety*if  hatli         A  madjcd  tibeatre  ahd  elaboraloi^, 
A  difpenfary,  ;  ;  :  Three  brick  iparK«^  houlej,  1       :^ 

Hofpitals,  aqdoflkes,^  -  '  A fifli  market,  >  :  ..        ' 

A^aimslumiey      .'.'•/.  A  public  :gaoi,  .&c. 

The  ftatc  howfe-is  inCkcfniot  jftfeetj  between  Fifth  and  Sixth  ftreets,  ■» 
and  was  ereded  as  early  as  1735.  The  building  is  rather  magnifi*  * 
cent  than  elegant,  but  wbeii'  it  i*  remembered  that'itw^is  built  witJhfn 
fifty-three  years  after '  the  -firft  European  cabin  was  ereded  in  Penn^ 
fylvania,  its  archattedure  is  juftly  admiredii  The  Ihte  houfe  yard 
is  a  neat^'  elegant,  artd  fpacious  public  walk,  ornamented  with 
rows  of  trees  ^  but  a i»igJ»  brick  wall,  which  enclofes  it,  -limits  the* 
pipfpcd.       .'  .c  .  ^  »^ 

Jn  i787,^an  elegant vcoq.rL'^hoiifb  was  ct«l£led  oncihe  left  of  the 
flate,  houfe  ;  apd  on  the  right,  the  town  ball  -or  new  coiirt 
houfe,  and  a  philofophical  hall.  Thef^  add;  miich- tor -(he  beauty  of 
the  fqisare.  :      .  .^  ,  ^        «,  ^ 

f  South  of  the  ftate  houfe  is  the  public  gad^  buijt  of  ftone.  It  has 
ft  ground  half  ftpry,  and  two  ilories  above  it.     Every  apartment  is 

*  One  of;thc<c  houfcs  is  far  tjiofe  (fakers  wl»Q  took  up  amis  in  defence  of  the! c 
•oimtry  in  the  late  war,  contrary  to  the  eiUhlilhed  principles  of  the  Friends.  They 
^all  themfelvcs  Free  Quakers. 

f  This  is  .the  oldeft  church  in  or  near  the  city,  arid  has  lately  been  annexed  to  the 
}Epifc(»piiliAn  order.  .      .       ,  '  \,'  -    ■         < 

Voi-.  n,  jH  irchc(l 
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arcbed  with  fiofic  ^aioil  fire  and  forc^*  It  is  a  hollow  fqnare,  o^ 
hundred  feet  la  front,  and  is  the  neateft  and  moft  fecure  bnildii^g  ot 
the  kind  in  America*  To  the  gaol  is  annexed  a  work  houfe»  witfa^ 
jardg  to^each,  to  feparate  the  iexes,  and  criminals  from  debtors. 
There  have  lately  been  added  apartments  in  the  y^rds  fyr  {olStdsj 
coixfinemeut  of  criminals  according  to  the  new  penal  codcu  Of  £<mr 
thoufand  and  ii^cty  debtors^  and  foMr  thpuiapd  criminal,  i(;L  the  \^hole 
^igbt  thoufand  and  6xty  ^ho  were  confined  in  this  n^  g$^^  between 
the. 28th  of  September,  1780,  and  the  fifth  of  September,  1790*1 
twejve  only  died  a  natural  death  in  the^  gaol.    , 

The  hpfpital'and  poor  houf(?,  in  whii:h  are:  upwards  ^  thtee 
htMidr^d  poor  p<pplc,  Whether  ^e  confi4er  the  buildiogs,  pf 
the  defigns  for  which  they  were  erc6ted,  are  Uj^^ivalled  in  America.    ^ 

The  Gerttian  ^hur ch,  lately  erected,  is  of^  ^  the  moft  clegjaafe 
churches  in  Ainerica.  Air.  D.  TanebNerger,  oneof  l;he  wait^  bre« 
thren's  fociej^  at  Litiz,  >  great  i^echanical  gepJi^Si^  has  coi^pkte^ 
and  ere6ied  a  (arge  organ  for  this  church. 

The  toarket  boufe  M  High  flreet  is  aqk^Owleged  by  Eun^peans  to^ 
exceed  any  thing  they  have  ficen  of  the  kind ;  it  is  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  feet  in  length,  ^nd  in  the  extent,  neatnefs,,  varie^and  abun- 
dance of  provifipos,  is  not  equalled  in  America.  There  are  two^ 
others  at  different  parts  of  the  city^  ixfhid:^  cte  honour  to.  the  cHizeas 
iisd  their  police* 

The  city  Is  provided  with  a  number  of  public  and  private  chari-. 
table  inftitutions  5  the  principal  of  which  are,  the  hpuie  of  employ-. 
mtnU  a  large  commodious  building,^  wh^re  the  pow  of  the  cily  and 
fome  adjoining  towqfhips  are  fupported  and  employed  ia  coarfe 
maiiiafa&ures  to  aid  in  defraying  their  expenies^  under  the  car^  of 
the  overfeers  and  guardians  of  the  poor,  who  are  a  corporate  body 
created  for  this  p^rpotc  by  aft  of  Aflenphly,  with  power  tq  lay  taxes 
for  its  fartbipr  fupport,  i 

The  Peonfylicania  hofjjital. 

The  Quakers^  alms  houfe  is  fupported  by  that  foctety  for  the  ufe 
pf  their  p.ft'n  poor;  if  iis  div]^ed>into  a  number  of  feparate  houfea 
and  rooms  for  femilies  or  fingle  periods  who  h^ve  fallen  into  decay ; ; 
moft  of  them  contribute  by  their  indnftry  towards  their  own  fupport, 
but  are  fnpplied  with  vyhateybr  their  induftiy  falls  (hort  of  procuring, 
by  a  committee  of  the  Ibcicty,  and  live  more  comfortably  than  many 
who  in  full  health,  and  unhurt  by  accident,  provide  for  their  owa 
lubfiflence;  tacre  is 'fl.cqnfiderablc  garden  belonging  to  this  houfe. 
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^Mth  which  the  city  k  fupplied,  at  very  Moderate  prices,  With  ieVci^ 
ikind  of  medicinal  herbs  cdmmoh  to  the  climate. 

The  hofpital  for  lunaties  is  a  fine  elegant  buirdibg',  abd  well  kept; 
St  has  a  iibittry,  in  which  there  is  an  elegant  bull  df  tratikliii*  The 
liali  on  the  ifirft  flbor  is  approbated  to  fick  men,  and  the  fecohd  floor 
to  womem  The  lunatics  have  each  a  cell  fiirnifiied  With  a^bed  and 
table,  and  a  ftbve  for  the  cbnvenicncy  or  warming  the  cell  ih  winter. 
Moft  of  the  patients  that  this  ho(^ital  has  received  have  been  the 
vi6tims  of  religiotis  melancholy,  or  difappoitttcd  loVe. 

The  foliowtbg  interefting  account  of  the  Quaker's  Hoifpitai,  or 
lettering  Houfe,  as  it  is  properly  cdtledy  is  extradted  from  BRrssox't 
Travels  ih  the  tfnited  States,  Letter  XL  page  167,  **  This  hofpital 
is  fituated  in  the  opert  country,  in  one  of  thofe  parts  of  the  origihal  ' 
plan  of  Philadelphia  hot  yet  covitrcd  with  houfes  5  it  is  conftru6ted  of 
bricks,  and  tompofed  of  two  large  buildings ;  one  for  metij  and 
the  other  for  wonien^  There  is  a  reparation  in  the  court.  Which  is 
'common  to  them.  This  inftitution  has  feveral  objects :  they  re* 
'ceivc  into  it  the  poor,  the  fick,  orphans^  women  in  travail,  and 
^>eribbs  attacked  with  vebereal  difeafek  They  likewife  confine  hcxi^ 
^Vagabonds,  diforderly  pcrfons,  and  girls  of  fcandalous  lives. 

'*  There,  exifts,  then,  you  will  fay,  even  in  Philadelphia,  ttiat  dif* 
putting  commerce  of  diieafes^  rathet*  than  of  plcafures,  which  for  fb 
iohg  a  tinle  has  empoifoned  our  continent.  .  Yei,  my  frictid^  two 
X)r  three  of  the  moft  confiderable  maritime  towns  of  the  new  coilti* 
«ertt  are  afflicted  by  this  leprofy.  It  was  almoft  unknowil  before  the 
revolution  %  but  the  abode  of  foreign  armies  haS  naturalized  it,  and 
It  is  one  of  thofe  fcourges  for  which  the  free  Aifaericahs  are  indebted 
^o  tiB.  But  this  traffic  is  not  cakried  on  fo  fcandaloufly  as  at  Parb 
*or  London.  It  is  reftrained,  it  is  held  in  contempt,  and  almoft  im- 
J>erceptible,  I  ought  to  fay,  to  the  honour  of  the  Americans,  that  ik 
is  nouriihed  only  by  emigrants  and  European  travellers ;  for  th^ 
Can6l*rty  of  marriage  is  ftill  univerfally  r^fpe6ted  in  America;  Young 
Ipeople  marrying  early^  and  Without  bbftacles^  are  not  tempted  to  gq 
^nd  difhonour  and  empoifon  themfelviss  in  places  of  proflltutioh. 

>*  But,  to  linilh  my  account  of  this  hofpital,  there  arfe  particular 
Ijalls  appropriatedto  each  cl^fs  of  poor,  and  to  each  ipecies  of  ficK-* 
tiefS'i  and  each  hall  has  its  fuperintendai^t.  This  inftitution  wa'a 
rich  and  well  adminiftered  before  the  war.  The  greater  part  of  tb<} 
adoiiniflvacorf  were  QMaakc^rs.     The  war  and  paper  money  intro- 
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duced  a  dlif^erent  order  of  things*  The.  Iegi4ature  rcfolved  not  tff 
admit  to  its  adminiftration  ar^y  .perfons  but  fuch  as  had  taken  the  oath 
of  fidelity  to  the  St^t^.,  The  Quakers  were  by  this  excluded,  and 
the  management  of  it  fell  into  bands  not  fo  pure.  The  fpirit  of  de- 
predation was  manifeft  in  it,  and  paper  money  was  ftULmorc  inju- 
rious. Creditors  of  the  hoQiital  were  p^id,  or  rather  ruined,  by  this 
operation. .  About  a  year  ago,  on  the  report  of  the  infpcdors  ,of  die 
hofpitais,  the  legifl'ature,  confidering  the  abufes  pra6t}fed  in  that  ad- 
miniflration,  confided  that  of  .the  bettering  houfe  again  to  the 
.Quakers.  Without  any  refentmeot  of  tlie  affronts  they  had  received 
during  the  war,  and  only  ^pxious  to  do  good  and  perform  their  duty, 
the  Friends  accepted  the  adtrtiniftration,  ,and  exerclfe  it  as  before 
with  zeal  and  fidelity.  This  change  h^  produced  the  eflfe6t  which 
was  cxpeded.  Order  is  vifibly  re-eftabliflied  j  many  adminiflrators 
are  appointed,  one  of  whom,  by  turns,  is  to  vifit  the  hofpital  crcry 
day:  fix  phyficians  are  attached , to  .it, ^ who  perform  the  fervict 
jratis% 

"  I  have  fecn  the  hpfpitals  of  Francje,  both  at  Paris  and  in  the 
provinces. — 1  know  none  of  Uiem  bqt  the  one  at  Beian^on,  that  can 
be  compared  to  this  at  Philadelphia.  Every  fick  and  every  poor  peu* 
fon  has  his  bed  well  furnifUed,  but  without  curtains,  as  it  fliould  be^ 
Every  room  is  lighted  by  windows  placed  oppofite,  which  introduce 
plenty  of  light,  that  great. confolation  to  a  man  confined,  of  which 
tyrants  for  this  reafon  are  qruelly  fparing.  Thefe  windows  admit  % 
free  circulation  of  air ;  mofl  pf  th^m  open:  over  the  fields,  and  ai 
Ihey  are  not  very  high,  and  are  without  gratei,  it  would  be  very  eafy 
for  the  prifoners  to  make  their  efcape,  but  the  idea  never  enters  tbeif 
^eads.  This  fia£t  proves  that  the  prifoners  ^re  happy,  and,  confe« 
^uen^ly,  that  the  adminiflration  is  good. 

"  The  kitchens  are  well  kept,  and  do  not  exhale  that  fetid  odour 
which  you  perceive  from  the  befl  kitch^ns/m  prance.  The  eating 
rooms,  which  are  on  the  ground  floor,  are  equally  clean,  and  weU 
aired^  neatnefs  and  good  air  reign  in  every  part*  A  large  garden  at 
the  end  of  the  court  furnifhes  vegetables  for  the  kitchen.  I  was  fur* 
j)rifed  to  find  there  a  great  numbier  of  foreign  fhruU  and  plants.— i 
The  garden  is  well  cultivated.  Id  ^yard  they  pc&f  a  great  number 
of  hogs ;  for,  in  Americaj,  the  hog,  as  welt  astheiox^  does  the  honourt 
of  the  table  tliraugh  the  whole  year. 

'*  I  could  fcarcely  defcribe  to, you.  the  different. fea&tions  wUch 
by  JU^  rejoiced  and  afl^ed  n^.ljcat  in  going  through  their  dif- 
ferent 
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4b^t  apartmfent3.  An  hofpital^  how  >^ell  foever  adminiftered^  is 
always  a  painful  fpc6tacle  to  me.  It  appears  to  me  fo  confoling  for 
a  fick  man  to  be  at  his  own  home,  attended  by  his  wife  and  chiidrefty 

-  ^{id  viiited  by  his  neighbours,  that  I  regard  hofpitals  as  vaft  fepul- 
chres,  where  are  brought  together  a  crowd  of  individuals,  ftrangerg 
to  each  other,,  and  feparated  from  all  they  told  dear.  And  what  it 
inan  in  this  fituation  ? — A  leaf  detached  from  the  treey  and  driven 
down  by  the  torrent — a  Ikeleton  no  longer  of  any  confiflence,  and 
bordering  on  difTolution. 

**  But  this  idea  foon  gives  place  to  another.  Since  Societies  aria 
-condemned  to  be  infefled  with  great  cities,  fmce  mifery  amd  vice  are 
the  ncceflary  offspring  of  thefc  cities,  a  houfe  like  this  becomes  the 
afylum  of  beneficence ;  for,  without  the  aid  of  fuch  inftitutions, 
what  would  become  of  the  greater  part  of  thofe  wretches  who  here 
^nd  a  refuge ;  fo  many  women ;  fo  many  perfons  blind  and  deaf, 
Tendered  difgufting  by  their  numerous  infirmities? — They  muft: 
very  foon  perifli,  abandoned  by  all  the  world,  to  whom  they  arc 
ftrangers.  No  door  but  that  of  their  common  mother  earth  would 
i-eceive  thcfe  hideous  figures,  were  it  not  for  this  provifion  made  by 
their  common  friend,  Society. 

"  I  faw  in  this  hofpital  all  that  mifery  and  difeafe  can  aflTeinble.  I 
ijiw  wx)men  fuffering  on  the  bed  of  pain ;  others,  whofe  meagre 
.vifagcs,  rendered  difgufting  by  eruptions,  atteft  the  fatal  effeds  of  ii>- 
-continence  ;  others,  who  waited  with  groans  the  moment  when  Hea-? 
ven  would  deliver  them  from  a  burden  of  life,  becaufe  afflided  with 
excruciating  pa  it! ;/' others,  holding  in  their  arms  the  fruit,  not  of  a 
legal  marriage,  but  of  love  betrayed.  Poor  innocents !  born  under 
the  flar  of  wretchednefs !  Why  lliould  men  be  born  predeflinatetf 
Xo  misfortunes  ?  But,  blefs  God,  at  leaft,  that  ypu  are  in  a  country 
^here  baftardy  is  no  obftacleto  refpe<5tability  and  the  rights  of  citi- 
zenfhip.  I  faw  with  ple^fure  thefe  unhappy  mothers  c^refling  their 
infants  and  nurfipg.them  with  tendernefs.  There  were  f^w  childreji 
in  the  hall  of  the  iittle  orphans ;  thefe  were  in  good  health,  and  ^p- 
^aved  gay  and  happy.  Mr.  Shoemaker,  who  conduced  me  thither, 
land  another  of  the  diredlors,  diftributed  fome  cakes  among  them 
which  they  had  brought  in  their  pockets.  Thus  the  dire^Sors  think 
of  their  charge  even  at  a  diftance,  and  occupy  themfelves  with  their 
iiappinefs.  GogdGodj  there  is  then  a  country  where  the 'foul  gf 
the  governor  of  an  hofpital  is  not  a  foul  of  brafs  J 

*«  Blacks 
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**  Blacks  arc  here  mingled  with  whites,  and  lodged  in  the  filMI 
apartments.  This,  to  me,  was  an  edifying  fight ;  it  feemed  a  baltil 
to  my  foul.  I  faw  a  negro  woman  fpinning  With  »Btwky  by  the  fid)fe 
t)f  her  bed.  Her  eyes  feemed  tb  cxpe^  from  the  dtre^r  a  word  o^ 
confolatipn — She  obtained  it ;  aiid  it  feemed  to  be  heaven  to  her  id 
liear  bkn.  I  (hould  have  been  more  happy  had  it  been  for  tne  to 
have  fpoken  this  wordt  I  fhould  have  added  many  nwre.  Unhappy 
jiegroes  !  liow  much  reparation  do  we  owe  them  for  the  evils  we  have 
•occalioned  them — the  evils  we  ftill  occafionthem! — and  they  love 
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<*  The  happinefs  of  this  negrefs  was  not  equal  to  that  which  I  fa# 
fparkle  on  the  vifage  of  a  yourg  blind  girl,  who  feemed  to  leap  for 
joy  at  the  found  of  the  director's  voice.  He  aflced  after  her  health  t 
Ihe  anfwered  him  with  tranfport.  She  was  taking  her  tea  by  the  fide 
of  her  little  table — Her  tea  !-*-My  friend,  you  are  aftonifiied  at  this 
Juxury  in  an  hofpital — It  is  becaufc  there  is  humanity  in  its  adnftitilf^ 
tration,  and  the  wretches  are  not  crowded  in  here  in  heaps  to  be 
Hifled.  They  give  tea  to  thofe  whofe  coaduTt  is  fati8fa6k)ry ;  and 
ithofe  who  by  their  work  aie  able  to  make  fome  favirtgs,  enjoy  the 
'fruits  of  their  induftry.  I  remarked  in  this  hofpital,  that  the  wo«ieit 
ivere  much  more  numerous  than  the  men ;  and  among  the  latter,  1 
faw  none  of  thofe  hideous  figures  fo  common  in  the  hofj^itals  of 
Paris,  figures  on  which  you  trace  the  mark  of  crimes,  mifery,  and  in* 
^dolencc.  They  have  a  decent  appearance :  many  of  them  a&ed  tbfe 
direftor  for  their  enlargement,  which  they  obtained* 

*'  But  what  refources  have  they  on  leaving  this  houfc  ?  They 
have  their  hands,  anfwered  the  director,  and  they  may  find  ttfcful 
occupations.  But  the  womenj  replied  I,  what  can  they  do  ?  Their 
condition  is  not  fo  fortunate,  faid  he.  In  a  town  where  fo  many  men 
are  occupied  in  foreign  commerce,  the  number  of  unhappy  and  dif- 
orderly  females  will  be  augmented.  To  prevent -this  inconvenience^ 
it  has  been  lately  propofed  to  form  a  new  eftablifliment,  which  fhall 
give  to  girls  of  this  defcription  a  ufcful  occupation,  Where  the  pro* 
duce  of  the  induftry  of  each  ]7erfon  Hiall  be  preferved  and  given  to 
ber  on  leaving  the  hoiife  ;  or  if  flie  fliould  choofe  to  remain^  Ihe  fliall 
ilways  enjoy  the  fruit  of  her  own  labour, 

'*  This  project  will,  without  doubt,  be  executed;  Ibr  the  Qjiakeri 
are  ingenious  and  perfevcring  when  they  ha\T  In  view  the  fuccoilr  of^ 
t^e  unhappy,** 

A  houfe 
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A,fa6Ufe  founded  by  the  late  Dr.  Joho  Kearlley  the  elder,  for  the 
^lippprt  of  twelve  elderly  widows  of  the  Proteftant  Epifcopal  coheir 
xnuniofly  in  which  a  number  of  perfons  of  that  defcription,  wha 
J»vc  feep  better  days,  are  v^ry  comfortably  aod  decently  provided 
for. 

The  humane  foctety  for  reco\rering  perfons  fuppofed  to  be  dead 
by  drowning,  eilab|i{hed  upon  £milar  principles  with  tho^of  the 
{zwe  name  in  moft  fea  port$  in  Europe ;  it  is  under  the  care  of 
twelve  managers,  annually  chofen  by  the  fubfcribers ;  the  phyficianfl 
afford  their  aid  to  this  inftitution  gratis,  a  number  of  thefe  being  afh? 
pokited  for  ike  purpofe  by  the  mans^ers, 

-  Almoft  every  religious  (bciety  has  a  fund  under  proper  direftion, 
fome  of  which  are  incorporated  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and 
children  of  their  clergy,  or  other  diftrelfed  rnembers  erf  tlieir  com- 
fBunion, 

There  are  alfo  foeieties  formed  for  the  relief  of  particular  defcrip* 
tions  of  perfons,  with  funds  raifed  by  fubfcriptions  or  otherwife,  for 
the  purpofe,  fuch  as  the  fea  captains  fociety,  the  Delaware  pilots 
fociety,  feparate  foeieties  for  the  relief  and  affiftance  of  emigrants 
ai^d  other  diftrefled  perfons,  from  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  Gcr- 
niany,  &c,  fome  of  which  are  incorporated,  fo  that  there  can  fcarcc 
happeii  an  inlUnee  of  individual  diftrefs,  for  which  a  mode  of  ad- 
vice, affiftancp  or  relief,  is  not  provided  without  refort  to  public 
Jigging. 

Seminaries  of  learning  are  eftablifhed  upon  the  moft  enlarged  and 
liberal  principles,  of  which  the  pHncipa}  are,  the  univerfity  of  Penn'» 
iylvania  and  college  of  Philadelphia. 

Aimoil  every  religious  fociety  have  one  or  more  fchools  under 
their  immediate  diredion,  for  the  education  of  their  own  youth  of 
both  fexes,  as  well  of  the  rich,  who  are  able  to  pay,  as  of  the  poor, 
who  are  taught  and  provided  with  books  and  flationary  gratis ;  be- 
fides  which,  there  are  a  number  of  private  fchools  under  the  dire^ior^ 
of  matters  and  miftrefTes,  independent  of  any  public  body;  and 
there  are  feveral  private  academies  for  the  inftrudion  of  young  ladies 
in  all  the  branches  of  polite  literature,  fuitable  to  the  fex ;  and  there 
is  no  individual,  whofe  parents  or  guardians,  maftcrs  or  mjftreflTes^ 
will  take  the  trouble  to  apply,  but  will  be  adniitted  into  fome  one  of 
thefe  fchools,  and  if  they  are  unable  to  pay,  will  be  taught  gratis  ; 
it  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  that  there  is  a  fchool  for  the  African^  ' 
pf  every  Ihade  or  colour,  kept  under  the  ca^-e  and  at  the  expenfe  of 
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tkc  Qtiakcrs,  into  which  arc  admitted  gratis,  flavcs  as  well  a«  free 
pcrfons  of  whatever  age,  of  both  fexes,  and  taught  reading,  writingt 
arithn^etic,  knitting,  fcwing,  and  other, ufeful  female  accompliflv. 
ments :  this  fchool  was  originally  inftitutcd  by  private  fubfcripti«m« 
of  the  fociety,  with  a  view  to  prepare  that  degraded  race  for  a  better 
fituation  in  civil  life  ;  but  the  will  of  the  late  Anthony  Benezet,  of 
benevolent  memory,  a  confiderable  donation  from  the  fociety  in  Eng- 
land, and  fomc  other  charitable  devifee,  have  provided  funds  ade- 
quate to  its  future  fupport,  and  it  will  no  longer  be  burthcnfome  to 
individuals. 

Sunday  fchools,  for  the  inftru6lion  of  children  who  would  other- 
wife  fpend  that  day  in  idlencfs  or  mifcbief,  have  lately  been  inftl- 
tuted,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  tend  to  amend  the  morals  and  copn 
du^  of  the  rifing  generation. 

The  public  library  of  Philadelphia  Is  a  moft  ufeful  inftitution  ;  it 
i^ontains  near  ten  thoufand  volumes,  well  fele6ted,  for  the  informa- 
tion and  improvement  of  all  ranks  of  the  citizens ;  they  are  depofited 
in  an  elegant  building  lately  ereded,  in  a  modern  ftyle,  and  ar© 
acceffible  every  day  in  the  week  except  Sunday.  Here  the  man  of 
learning  may  confult  the  work  of  the  remoteft  ages,  and  trace  hif*' 
tories,»  arts  and  fciences,  from  their  infancy  to  this  prefent  (late  of 
improvement  ;  and  the  mechanic,  the  labourer,  th«  {Indent  or  ap«? 
,  prentice,  may  be  fupplied  with  books  to  improve  their  minds  or 
amufe  them  in  their  vacant  hours  at  home.  The  company  confifls 
of  fome  hundreds  of  proprietors,  incorporated  by  charter,  who  pay 
fen  ihillings  annually  for  the  purchafe  of  new  books  and  defraying 
incidental  expenfes ;  twelve  directors  are  annually  chofen,  who  ma-r 
nage  the  concerns  of  the  company  and'  keep  a  correfpondence  with 
Europe,  from  whence  they  are  regularly  fupplied  with  new  publica-* 
tions  of  reputation  and  merit. 

The  corporation  have  lately  ordered  the  ftrcets,  lanes,  and  allcp 
to  be  marked  at  every  interie^tion  of  each  other,  and  the  houfes  to 
be  numbered.  The  names  painted  on  boards,  with  an  index  hand 
pointing  to  the  progreffion  of  the  numbers,  are  already  affixed  at  th« 
corners  of  the  flreets,  fo  that  with  the  aid  of  the  directory  a  ftrange» 
raay  find,  without  difficulty,  any  houfe  whofe  ftrcet  and  number 
^known«    / 

The  city,  within  a  few  years  paft,  has  experienced  a  very  remarks 
able  revolution  in  refpeft  to  the  healthinefs  of  its  inhabitants :  the 
^ill  of  sportality  proves  that  the  number  of  deaths  has  confiderably 
dccreafcd  lince  the  year  1783,  notwithilanding  the  great  incrcafe  of 

i|» 
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its  population ;  this  change  in  favour  of  health  and  life  is  afcribed 
by  phyficians  to  the  co-operation  of  the  following  caufes :  ift.  The 
archuig  the  dock,  whereby  a  very  noxious  and  efifcnfivc  nuifance 
was  removed.  2d,  Tlve  cultivation  of  the  lots  adjoining  and  partly 
furrounding  the  city,  whereby  another  exteniive  fource  of  putrid 
exhalations  is  dried  up*  3d,  Aniacreafed  care  in  cleanfingthe  ftreets. 
4th,  An  i^icreafe  of  horticulture,  and  confequently  a  greater  con- 
fumption  of  vegetable  aliments.  5th,  The  inftitution  of  the  dif* 
penfary,  which  has  extended  medical  aid  to  many  hundreds  in  ayear^ 
who  either  perifhed  for  the  want  of  it,  or  were  facriiioed  by  quacks. 
6th,  The  more  improved  ftite  of  phyfic,  whence  fcveral  difeatfes 
formerly  fiatal  in  moft  inftances  are  better  underftood  and  treated^ 
and  therefore  more  generally  ctircd.  And  7th,  From  a  general  dif-» 
fuHon  of  knowledge  among  all  dalles  of  people,  from  their  Ubraries, 
their  numerous  focieties,  monthly,  weekly,  and  daily  publications, 
whence  the  people  at  large  are  better  acquainted  than  formerly  with 
the  means  of  preferving  their  health,  as  may  be  exemplified  in  one 
inflance;  there  was  but  one  death  in  the  fimimer  of  179*' from 
drinking  cold  water,  .whereas  fome  years  ago  twenty  has  not  been  an 
uncommon  number  from  this  fir^le  caufe. 

In  this  account  of  Philadelphia,  it  may  be  nccefliry  to  notice,  in  at 
concife  a  manner  as  poffibk,  the  malignant  fever  which  made  fuch 
dreadful  ravages  there  in  the  y«ar  1793.  This  account  we  fliall  ex- 
tra<^  from  a  pamphlet  vwritten  on  that  fubjed  by  Matthew  Carey, 
M.  a  of  Philadelphia.  - 

Prcvioufly  to  the  appearance  of  the  malignant  fever  at  Philadet 
phia,  the  profperity  of  that^ity  was  fuch  as,  l^  the  Introduction  of 
luxury,  could  not  but  ferio>u(ly  alarm  thofe  who  confidered  *  how 
far  the  virtue,  tho  Uberty,  ahd*the  happinefs  of  a  nation  depend  on 
its  temperance  and  fober  msLoritrs  ;*  and  although  it  were  prefumption^ 
adds  the  author,  to  '  attempt  to  fcan  tfce  decrees  of  Heaven,  yet  few, 
I  believe,  will  pretend  to  deny,  that  fomething  was  wanting  to  hum^ 
ble  the  pride  of  a  city,  which  was  running  on  in  full  career  to  th« 
goal  of  prodigality  and  diiSpation.' 

Hou*  low  this  prodigal  Jlnd  luxurious  city^was  bowed  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1793,  may  be  gathered  from  the  fubjoined  ftatehiQDt : 

"  Moft  people  who  could  by  any  means  make  it  convenient,  fled 
from  the  city.  Of  thofe  who  remained,  many  fliut  themfelves  up 
in  their  houfes,  and  were  afraid  to  walk  the  ftreets.  The  fmoke  rf 
tobacco  being  regarded  as  a  preventative,  many  pcrfons,  even  wo- 
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men  and  fmdl  boys,  had  legar»  conftandy  in  their  mouths.  Othefv 
placing  fall  confidence  in  garlic,  chewed  it  almoil  the  whole  day  ; 
fome  kept  it  in  their  (hoes.  Many  were  afraid  to  allow  the  barbers 
or  hair-dreflers  to  come  near  them,  as  infiances  had  occurred  of 
ibme  of  them  having  fhaved  the  dead,  and  many  of  them  had  en» 
gaged  as  bleeders.  Some  who  carried  their  caution  pretty  far^ 
bought  lancets  for  themlclves,  not  daring  to  be  bled  with  the  lancets 
of  the  bleeders.  Some,  houfes  were  hardly  a  moment  in  the  day  free 
from  the  fmell  of  gunpowder,  burned  tobac<^o,  nitre,  fprinkled 
vinegar,  &c«  Many  of  the  churches  were  almoft  deferted,  and  fome 
wholly  dofed.  The  cofFec-houfc  was  Ihut  up,  as  was  the  city  li- 
brary, and  rooft  of  the  public  offices  ;  three  out  of  the  four  daily 
papers  were  dropped,  as  wet-e  fome  of  the  ether  papers.  Many  were 
almo<ft  inceflantly  purifying,  fcouring  and  whitewafhing  their  rooms. 
Thofe  who  ventured  abroad,  had  handkerchiefs  or  fponges  impreg- 
nated with  vinegar  or  eamphor  ^t  their  nofes,  or  elfe  fmelling-bottles 
with  the  thieves'  vinegar.  Others  carried  pieces  of  tarred  rope  ia 
their  hands  or  pockets,  or  camphor  hzgt  tied  round  their  necks. 
The  corpfes  of  the  rooft  refpciftable  citizens,  even  thofe  who  did 
not  die  of  the  epidemic,  were  carried  to  the  grave  on  the  fhafts  of  a 
diair,  the  horfe  driven  by  a  negro,  unattended  by  a  friend  or  re* 
lation,  and  without  any  fort  of  ceremony.  People  haftiiy  fhifted 
their  courfe  at  the  fight  oi-  a  hearfe  coming  towards  them.  Many 
never  walked  on  the  foot  path,  but  went  into  the  middle  of  the 
Greets,  to  avoid  being  inPe£ted  in  paffing  by  houfes  wherein  people 
bad  died.-  Acquaintances  and  friends  avoided  each  other  in  the 
^eets,  and  otily  fignified  their  regard  by  a  cold  nod.  The  old 
cuflom  of  ihakitig  hands  fell  into  fuch  general  difufe,  that  many 
were  affronted  even  at  the  offer  of  the  hand.  A  perfon  with  a  crape 
or  any  appearance  of  mourning,  was  ibunned  like  a  viper.  And  many 
valued  themfelves  highly  on  the  flcill  and  addrefs  with  which  they  got 
to  windward  of  every  perfon  they  niet.  Indeed  it  is  not  probable 
that  London,  at  the  laft  ilage  o£  the  plague,  exhibited  fironger 
marks  of  terror  than  were  to  be  feen  in  Philadelphia,  from  the  ajtb 
or  a6th  of  Auguft  till  pretty  late  in  September.  When  people  fum- 
moned  up  refolution  to  walk  abroad  and  take  the  air,  the  fick-cart 
conveying  patients  to  the  hofpital,  or  the  hearfe  carrykig  the  dead 
to  the  grave,  which  were  travelling  almoft  the  whole  day,  fooa 
damped  their  fpiriis,  and  plunged  them  ag^ia  into  deipondency.*' 
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-  How  entirely  fociety  was  diflblved,  and  all  the  charities  gnd  ac- 
commodations of  life  fufpended,  the  following  circumflances  will 
fliew : 

**  With  the  poor  the  cafe  was,  as  might  be  expeffted,  infinitely 
worfe  than  with  the  rich.  Many  of  thefe  have  periflied,  without  a 
human  being  to  hand  them  a  drink  of  water,  to  adminifter  medi- 
cines, or  to  perform  any  charitable  office  for  them,  V^ious  in* 
ftances  have  occurred,  of  dead  bodies  found  lying  in  the  ftreets,  of 
perfons  who  had  no  houfe  or  habitation,  and  could  procure  no 
ihelter. 

"  A  man  and  his  wife,  once  in  affluent  circumflances,  were  foun4 
lying  dead  in  bed,  and  between  them  was  their  child,  a  little  infant, 
who  ^as  fucking  its  mother's  breafls.  How  long  they  had  lain  thus 
was  uncertain. 

**  A  woman,  whofe  hulband  had  jnft  died  of  a  ftvcr^  was  feized 
with  the  pains,  of  labour,  and  had  nobody  to  affifl  her,  as  the  women 
in  the  neighbourhood  were  afraid  to  go  into  the  houfe.  She  lay  foff 
a  confiderable  time  in  a  degree  of  anguifh  that  will  not  bear  defcrip- 
tion ;  at  length  ihe  flruggled  to  reach  the  window,  and  cried  out 
for  affiftance :  two  men,  paffing  by,  went  up  flairs,  but  they  came 
at  too  late  a  flage  ;  flie  was  flriving  with  death,  and  actually  in  a  few 
minutes  expired  in  their  arms* 

"  Another  woman,  whofe  hu&and  and  two  children  lay  dead  ix> 
the  room  with  her,  was  in  the  fame  iituation  as  the  former,  without 
a  midwife,  or  any  other  perfon  to  aid  her.  Her  cries  at  the  window 
brought  up  one  of  the  carters  employed  by  the  committee  for  the  rc« 
lief  of  the  fick.  With  his  affiftance  flie  was  delivered  of  a  child^ 
which  died  in  a  few  minutes,  as  did  the  mother,  who  was  utterly  cx^ 
haufted  by  her  labour,  by  the  diforder,  and  by  the  dreadful  fpedtaclc 
before  her.  And  thus  lay  in  one  room  no  lefs  than  fiye  dead  bodies^ 
an  entire  family,  carried  off  in  an  hour  or  two.  Many  inftances 
have  occurred  of  refpedable  women,  who>  in  their  lying-in,  have 
been  obliged  to  depend  on  their  maid  fervants  for  affiftance ;  and 
feme  have  had  none  but  from  their  hufl>ands.  Some  of  the  midwivet 
were  dead,  and  others  had  left  the  city. 

**  A  fervant  girl  belonging  to  a  family  ih  this  city,  in  which  the 
fever  had  prevailed,  was  apprehenfive  of  danger,  and  refolved  tore- 
move  to  a  relation's  houfe  in  the  country  ;  ftie  was,  however^  taken 
ifick  on  the  road,  and  returned  to  town,  where  flie  could  find  00  per* 
ion  to  receive  her.    One  of  the  guardians  of  the  poor  provided  a 
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cart,  and  took  her  to  the  alms-houfe,  into  which  (he  was  refufed  ad* 
mittance.  She  was  brought  back,  and  the  guardian  oflFered  five  dol- 
lars to  procure  her  a  fingle  night's  lodging,  but  in  vain.  And  in 
fine,  after  every  effort  made  to  provide  her  Ihelter,  fhe  abfolutely 
expired  in  the  cart. 

"  To  relate  all  the  frightful  cafes  of  this  nature  that  occurred 
would  fill  a  volume. 

*^  The  public  diflrefs  was  confiderably  increafed  by  the  abfence  of 
the  prefident,  and  of  mofl,  if  not  all,  of  the  other  federal  ofhcers  j 
the  governor  too,  and  almoft  all  the  officers  of  flate,  were  ahlcnt  or 
had  retired  :  except  the  mayor  and  one  other  magiflrate,  the  muni- 
cipal officers  likewife  were  away :  fo  that,  when  the  city  mofl  needed 
counfellors,  fhe  was  mod  deflitute  of  counfel.  The  firft  vi6tim,  as 
far  as  is  known,  was  feized  by  the  dilorderon  the  a6th  or  27th  of 
July,  and  died  on  the  6th  or  7th  of  Augufl.  The  difeafe  fpread 
during  Auguft ;  and  the  alarm  incrcafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  on 
the  loth  ot  September  the  Mayor  called  a  meeting  of  the  citizens, 
at  which  very  few  attended,  though  ten  citizens  offered  themfelves 
as  aififtants  to  the  guardians  of  the  poor.  On  the  14th,  a  committee 
vas  appointed  to  tranfad  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs  relative  to  the 
fick,  t<;)  procure  phyficians,  nurfes  and  attendants.  It  confifted  of 
twenty-fix  perfons  :  but,  by  the  death  of  four,  and  by  the  defertion 
of  four  others,,  it  was  reduced  to  eighteen,  Thefe  eighteen,  men 
chiefly  in  the  middle  walks  of  life,  from  the  day  of  their  appoint* 
inent  till  the  ccffation  of  the  fever,  watched  over  the  fick,  the  poor, 
ihe  widow  and  the  orphan,  with  fuch  vigilance  as  to  check  the  pro- 
grefs  of  dc{lru<aion,  eminently  to  relieve  the  diflreiTed,  and  to  reilorc 
confidence  to  the  terrified  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia.*' 

Of  the  operations  of  this  committee,  an  infti  udive  account  is  given 
by  our  author,  which  we  cannot  detail.  They  confifled  principally  in 
nieafures  for  thfc  burial  of  the  dead,  in  the  removal  of  the  fick  to  the  hof* 
pital  at  Bufh-hill,  and  in  borrowing  money  from  the  bank  of  North* 
America  to  relieve  the  diflrefl^d  ;  of  whom  there  occurred  weekly 
twelve  hundred  people,  many  of  them  having  families  of  four,  five,  and 
fix  perfons.  The  numerous  deaths  of  lieads  of  families  left  a  very  large 
Ixydy  of  children,  for  \Thoin  it  was  necefTary  to  provide  ;  and  hence 
the  committee  found  thernfclves  obliged  to  eftahlift  an  orphan 
houft  %  nor  were  their  labours  clofcd  rill  they  had  provided  for  tl>^ 
^leanfitig  and  purification  of  the  houfes  in  which  the  fever  had  pre-, 
mailed.  It  was  not  tiU  the  14th  of  Novdbber  that  they  finally  ad^ 
irefled  their  fellow-cit^aens,  informing  them  of  the  reftoration  of  the 
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city  to  as  great  a  degree  of  health  as  ufually  had  prevaflcd  at  th^  feme 
feafon. 

Dr.  Carey  beftows  great  and  merited  praife  on  Mr.  Stephen  Gerrard, 
a  wealthy  merchant,  and  a  native  of  France,  who,  with  a  ipirit  truly 
benevolent  and  magnanimous,  offered  to  fuperintend  the  hofpital  at 
Bufli-hill.  To  the  energetic  philanthropy,  and  perfevering  exertiont 
of  this  exalted  chara^er,  and  his  voluntary  affociates,  is  to  be  attri- 
buted the  ultimate  eradication  of  this  dreadful  contagion  from  the  city. 
They  found  the  holpital  in  the  moft  wretched  and  deplorable  ftatc, 
but,  thro*  their  united  efforts,  the  greateft  order  was  foon  introduced. 
In  this  hofpital,  before  Sept.  16th,  "  a  profligate,  abandoned  fet  of 
-  nurfes  and  attendants  (hardly  any  of  good  character  could  at  that 
time  be  procured)  rioted  on  the  provifions  and  comforts,  pre- 
pared for  the  fick,  who,  unlefs  at  the  hours  when  the  do<^or» 
attended,  were  left  almoft  entirely  deftitute  of  every  affiflance. 
The  dying  and  dead  were  indifcriminately  mingled  together. 
The  evacuations  of  the  fick  were  allowed  to  remain  in  the  moft 
offenfive  llate  imaginable  ;  not  the  fmalleU  appearance  of  or^ 
der  or  regularity  exifled.  It  was,  in  fa<Et,  a  great  human  (laughter- 
houfe,  where  numerous  vi6tims  were  immolated  at  the  altar  of  riot 
and  intemperance.  No  wonder,  then,  that  a  general  dread  of  the 
place  prevailed  through  the  city„  and  that  a  removal  to  it  was  confi* 
dered  as  the  feal  of  death.  In  confequence,  there  were  various  in- 
ftances  of  fick  perfons  locking  their  rooms,  and  refifting  every  at- 
tempt to  carry  them  away.  At  length,  the  poor  were  fo  much  afraid  of 
being  fent  to  Bufli-hill,  that  they  would  not  acknowledge  their  illncfs, 
until  it  was  no  longer  polfible  to  conceal  it." 

Such,  however,  was  the  regularity  introduced  by  the  managers; 
and  fuch  was  the  caie  and  tendernefs  with  which  they  treated  the  pa- 
tients, and  which  they  obliged  the  attendants  to  obferve,  that,  in  a 
week  or  two,  the  application  for  admiffion  became  importunate ; 
and  it  was  neceffary,  by  requiring  a  certificate  from  aphyfician, 
fpecifying  that  the  bearer  laboured  under  the  fever,  to  guard  againft 
improper  objc<5ls.  Of  the  nurtiber  of  patients  received,  about  five 
hundred  died  (one  third  of  the  whole)  within  two  days  after  their 
admiflion. 

At  the  end  of  his  account  of  the  Bufli-hill  hofpital.  Dr.  Carey 
adds  the  following  obiervation  concerning  its  adtivc  and  beneficeot 
Bfianagers,  which  we  feel  a  pleafure  in  infcrting : 

**  Before  I  conclude  this  chapter,  let  me  add,  that  the  perfeverance 
of  the  managers  of  that  hofpital  ba$  beea  equally  meritorious  with 

their 
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their  original  beneficence.  During  the  whole  calamity  to  this  time 
they  have  attended  uninterruptedly,  for  ^x^  fevcn,  or  eight  hours  a 
day,  renouncing  alnjoft  every  care  of  private  affairs.  They  have 
had  a  laborious  tour  of  duty  to  perform — to  encourage  and  comfort 
the  fick — to  hand  them  necefTaries  and  medicines — ^to  wipe  tlic  fweat 
off  their  brows — and  to  perform  many  difgufHng  offices  of  kindncfs  for 
them,  which  nothing  could  render  tolerable,  but  the  exalted  mo- 
tives  that  impelled  them  to  this  heroic  coRdu6^." 

This  difeafe  proved  particularly  fatal  to  phyficians  and  to  the 
clergy,  in  confequence  of  its  contagious  nature.  Of  the  profligate, 
and  of  the  corpulent,  few  are  faid  to  hare  recovered.  The  French, 
who  were  fettled  in  Philadelphia,  efcaped  its  ravages  in  a  remarkable 
manner.  The  negroes  did  not  totally  efcape,  though  not  many  were 
felzed  with  the  fever  ;  and  in  thefc  it  is  faid  to  have  yielded  more 
cafily  to  medicine  than  in  the  whites.  An  opinion  prevailed  that 
cold  and  rain  extinguiihed  the  diforder,  but  this  is  Ihewn  by  the 
prcfent  writer,  from  a  ftatement  of  the  weather,  to  have  beea 
erroneous.  A  fimilar  error  concerning  the  plague  and  other 
contagious  difeafes  has  been  current  in  moft  countries  among  the 
uninformed. 

Among  the  defultory  faBs  and  reflexions,  with  which  Dr.  Carey** 
work  abounds,  fome  appear  worthy  of  the  notice  of  European 
readers.  The  late  dreadful  fufFerings — the  lofs  of  four  thou- 
fand  lives — the  terror  and  uncomfortable  Hate  of  the  reft — ^thc 
injury  fuftained  by  the  commercial  interefl  of  the  ftate — migtit 
all  have  been  prevented,  if  the  magiftrates  had  been  inverted 
with  authority  to  interpofe  in  time,  and  if  they  had  exerted  th^t  au- 
thority properly. 

*'  For  a  whole  month,  the  difeafe  lurked  in  one  ftreet,  and  was  con- 
fined to  a  few  houfes  in  that  ftreet.  Who  can  doubt  that  it  might 
cafily  have  been  ftifled  in  its  birth  ?"  but  then,  is  Mr.  Carey  certain 
that  the  phyficians  and  magiftrates  were  apprized  of  the  deleterious 
nature  of  the  contagion  ?  It  might  probably,  for  fome  time,  have 
been  confounde4  with  an  ordinary  epidemic ;  and  ftatefn^n  have  not 
yet  condefcended  to  frame  regulations  for  checking  the  ravages  that 
common  contagious  fevers  produce  ;  though  the  defign  is  important, 
and,  as  we  believe,  pra£kicab!e. — The  alTertion  (p.  85)  ^  that  half 
or  a  third  of  thofe  who  died  (one  thoufand  four  hundred,  or  two 
thoufand  perfons)  periflied  for  want  of  the  necefTary  care  and  atten- 
tion, owing  to  the  extraordinary  panic,"  mufl  fill  every  breaft,  in 
which  common  fyippa^y  for  human  fuSerings  rcfidcs,  with  indig- 

nant 
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nant  grief,  and  many  at  Philadelphia  with  the  moft  lively  regret. 
The  tics  of  blood  and  of  affedion  appear  indeed  to  have  been  torn 
afunder  by  fear,  with  a  degree  of  violence  which  is  inconceivable  to 
a  fpe^ator  of  the  ufual  afped  of  focial  Itfe.   , 

The  following  occurs  (p.  107)  among  his  detached  obfervations : 
**  Shall  I  be  pardoned  for  palling  a  cenfure  on  thofe,  whofe  rait 
taken  zeal  led  them,  during  the  moil  dreadful  (lages  of  the  calamity^ 
to  crowd  fome  of  our  churches,  and  aid  this  frightful  enemy  in  his 
work  of  deftrudion  ?  who,  fearful  left  their  prayers  and  adoration  at 
honce  would  not  find  acceptance  before  the  iDeity,  reforted  to 
churches  filled  with  bodies  of  contagious  air,  where,  with  every 
breath,  they  inhaled  noxious  miafmata  ?  To  thb  fingle  caufe  I  am 
bold  in  afcribing  a  large  proportion  of  the  mortality ;  and  it  is  remark- 
able that  thole  congregations,  whofe  places  of  worlhip  were  moil 
crowded,  have  fuffered  the  moft  dreadfully.  Will  men  never  acquire 
wifdom  ?  Are  we  yet  to  learn,  that  the  Almighty  Archited  of  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  does  not  require  •*  temples  made  with  men's 
hands  ?"  that  going  to  a  place  of  worftiip,  againft  the  great  law  of 
fclf-prefervation,  implanted  in  indelible  characters  by  his  Divine 
hand,  on  the  breaft  of  every  one  of  his  creatures,  conftitutcs  no  pait 
cf  the  adoration  due  to  the  Maker  and  Preferver  of  mankind  ?  Tliat 
*  a  meek  and  humble  heart*  is  the  temple  wherein  he  delights  to  be 
worfliipped  ?  1  hope  not — I  hope  the  awful  leflbn  fbme  of  our  con- 
gregations hold  forth  on  this  fubje<St,  by  a  mortality  out  of  all  pro- 
portion to  their  numbers,  will  ferve  as  a  memento  at  all  future  times 
in  the  like  critical  emergencies!" 

To  this  account  we  fubjoin  the  following  lift  of  the  number  of 
perfons  who  fell  a  prey  to  this  deftrudtive  malady : 

**  Auguft     .     . ^       325 

.**  September 1444 

**  October 2993 

"  November     • 118  •    . 

•*  Jews,  returned  in  grofs    .•*•.•..  % 

**  Baptifts,  ditto 50 

«*  Methodifts,  ditto ,         3* 

**  Free  Quakers,  ditto  ' .     .         39 

♦♦  German  part  of  St.  Mary's  congregation       .     .         30 

Total    4031* 
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No  city  can  boaft  of  fo  many  ufefql  improvements  ip  manufadurcs, 
}D  the  mcchamcal  arts^  io  the  art  of  healingi  and  particularly  in  the 
Icience  of  humanity,  as  Philadelphia.  The  tradefmeft  and  manufac* 
turcrs  have  become  fo  numerous,  that  they  are  beginning  to  aflb- 
ciatc  for  mutual  improvement,  and  to  promote  regularity  and  uni- 
formity in  their  feveral  occupations.  The  carpenters,  the  cord- 
wainers,  the  taylors,  the  watch-makers,  the  joiners,  and  hair-dref- 
iers,  hare  already  alTociated,  and  others  are  fprming  into  companies 
upon  the  fame  plan. 

The  Philadelphians  have  exerted  their  endeavours  with  happy 
and  growing  fuccefs,  to  prevent  the  intemperate  ufe  of  fpirituous  li- 
quors. In  accomplifhing  this  benevolent  purpofe,  on  which  fo  much 
of  the  profperity  and  glory  of  their  empire  depends,  every  good  citizen 
in  the  Union  ought  cheerfully  to  lend  his  aid  and  influence.  As  one 
important  ftep  towards  effeding  their  defign,  they  are  encouraging 
breweries,  which  are  fall  increafing.  There  are  fourteen  already  in 
the  city,  and  feven  or  eight  in  the  country.  The  increaie  of  the  con* 
fumption  of  beer,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  paft,  in  every  part  of 
America,  and  particularly  in  Pennfylvania,  has  been  aftonifhing.  It 
has  become  a  faihionabie  drink,  and  it  is  not  improbable,  but  that 
in  a  few  years  it  will  come  into  univcrfal  ufe  among  all  claflcs  of 
people.  In  proportion  as  the  ufe  of  beer  increafes,  in  the  fame. pro- 
portion will  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  decreafc.  This  TyilJ 
be  a  happy  change.  The  Philadelphia  pcuter,  which  is  exported 
to  varbus  parts,  is  reckomd  equal  to  that  which  is  manufactured  in 
London. 

In  fhortf  whether  we  coniider  the  Jocal  fituation,  the  fize,  the 
beauty,  the  variety  and  utility  of  the  improvements  in  mechanic^ 
agriculture,  and  manufa<Stures,  or  the  induftry,  the  eoterprize,  the 
Humanity,  and  the  abilities  of  the  inhabitants  oi  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, it  .merits  to  be  viewed  as  the  capital  of  the  flourifliing  em.- 
|>irc  of  United  America* 

LAI»CASTEa. 

The  borovgh  of  l.ancafter  is  the  largeft  inland  town  in  the  United 
States.  It  is  the  feat  of  juffice  in  Lancafier  county,  and  flands  on 
Coneftoga  creeK,  iixty-fix  mile9«  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  weil 
from  Philadelphia.  Its  trade  is  already  large,  and  muft  increafe  in 
proportion  as  the  furrounding  country  populates.  It  contains  about 
feven  so:  eight  hundred  houfes»  befides  a  moft  elegant  court  houfe, 

anum- 
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ft  number  of  handfome  churches,  and  other  public  buildings^  and 
skbout  five  thoufand  inhabitants,  a  great  proportion  of  whom  are 
manufadhirers* 

CARLISLE. 

Carlifle  ^is  the  feat  of  jufticc  in  Cumberland  county,  and  U  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  weftward  of  Philadelphia.  It  contains  up-- 
wards,  of  fixteen  hundred  inhabitants,  who  live  in  more  than  three 
hundred  ftone  houfes,  and  worfhip  in  three  churches.  They 
have  alfo  a  court  houfe  and  a  college.  Forty  years  ago,  this  fpot 
was  a  wildemefs,  and  inhabited  by  Indians  and  wild  beads.  A 
like  inflance  of  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  arts  (^  civilized  life  i^ 
fcarcely  to  be  found  in  hiftory. 

PITTSBURGH, 

On  the  wef^em  fide  of  the  Allegany  mountains,  three  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  weftward  of  Philadelphia,  is  beautifully  fituated  on 
a  large  plain,  which  is  the  point  of  land  between  the  Allegany  and 
Monongahela  river,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  their  con^* 
iluence,  in  latitude  40°  26'  north.  It  contains  about  two  hundred 
houfes,  ftores,  and  (hops,  and  about  a  thoufand  inhabitants,  who 
are  chiefly  Prelbyterians  and  Epifcopalians.  The  furrounding 
country  is  very  hilly,  but  good  land,  and  well  ftored  with  excellent 
coal.  The  rivers  abound  with  fine  filh,  fuch  as  pike,  perch,  and 
cat  fifli,  which  are  all  much  larger  than  the  fame  fpecies  on  the  eailern 
fide  of  the  mountains. 

This  town  is  laid  out  on  Penn's  plan,  and  is  a  thoroughfare  for 
travellers  from  the  Eaftern  and  Middle  States,  to  the  fettlement  on 
the  Ohio. 

SUNBURY, 

The  fliire  town  of  Northumberland  county,  is  fituated  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  Sufquchannah  river,  ju ft  below  the  juniStion'^of  the  eaft  and 
weft  branches,  in  about  latitude  40°  53',  and  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  north-weft  from  Philadelphia,  ^d  contains 
about  one  hundred  houfes. 

BETHLEHEM. 

Bethlehem  is  fituated  on  the  river  Lehigh,  a  wefterii  branch  of 
the  Delaware,  fifty-three  miles  north  of  Philadelphia,  in  latitude 
40**  37'.  The  town  being  built  partly  on  high  rifing  ground,  and 
J^artly  on  the  lower  banks  of  the  Manakes,  a  fine  creek,  which  af- 
fords trout  and  other  fiih,.  has  a  very  pleafant  and  healthy  fituation, 
,  Vol.  II.  '  3  K  '  and 
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snd  isfrcqusntly  vifited  in  jthefummcr  feafon  by  gentry  from  diBerent 
pans.  The  profped  is  not  extenfive,  being  bounded  very  near  by  a 
chain  of  the  Lehigh  hills.  To  the  northward  is  a  tra£t  of  land  called 
the  dry  lands.  ' 

In  the  year  1787,  the  ntimbcr  of  inhabitants  amounted  to  between 
five  and  fix  hundred,  and  the  hoiifes  were  about  fixty  in  number, 
moftly  good  firong  buildings  of  Jime-ftone.  The  town  has  fince 
confiderably  increafed/  and  the  number  of  inhabitant|  at  pi-efent  are 
about  one  thoufand. 

Befides  the  church  or  public  mecting-hall,  there  are  three  large 
spacious  buijdings,  &c, 

1.  The  fingle  brethren's  or  young  mehN  houle,  facing  the  main 
ftreet  or  public  road.  Here  the  greatcll  part  of  the  fingle  tradcf-  . 
men,  journeymen,  and  apprentices  of  the  town  are  boardfed  at  a  mo- 
derate rate,  under  the  infpe£tion  of  an  elder  and  warden,  and  have, 
befides  the  public  meetings,  their  houfe  for  devotions,  and  morning 
and  evening  prayers.  Different  trades  are  carried  on  in  the  houfe  for 
the  benefit  of  the  fame. 

2.  The  fingle  fitters,  or  young  women's  houfe,  where  they  live 
under  the  care  of  female  infpe6tor8.  Such  as  are  not  employed  in 
private  families,  earn  their  bread  moftly  by  fpinning,  fewing*  fine 
needle -work,  knitting,  and  other  female  occupations. 

Though  this  houfe  has  its  particular  regulations  to  preferve  oi^der 
and  decorum,  and  may  perhaps  bear  fome  refemblance  to  a  nunnery, 
being  fometimes  improperly  fo  called,  yet  the  plan  is  very  different. 
The  ladies^are  at  liberty  to  go  about  their  bufinefs  in  the  town, 
or  to  take  a  walk  for  recreation  ;'  and  fome  are  employed  in  pri- 
vate families,  or  live  with  their  parents ;  neither  are  they  bound  to 
remain  fingle,  for  every^year  a  number  of  them  enter  into  the  mar* 
ried  flate. 

As  to  their  almoft  uniform  drefs,  the  women  in  general,  for  the 
fake  of  avoiding  extravagance,  and  the  follies  of  fafhion,  have  hitherto 
kept  to  a  particular  fimple  drefs,  introduced  among  them  by  the 
Germans  many  years  ago. 

5.  The  houfe  for  the  widow  women ;  where  fuch  as  have  not  a 
houfe  of  their  own,  or  means  to  have  their  qjfo  houfe  furnifhcd, 
live  nearly  in  the  fame  "way  as  do  the  fingle  fitters.  SudU  as  are  poor, 
infirm,  and  fuperannuated,  are  affifted  or  maintained  by  the  congre- 
gation, as  is  the  cafe  with  other  members  of  the  fame  that  are  notable 
to  obtain  lubfiftence  for  themfelves. 

There 
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There  is,  befides,  an  inftitution  of  a  fociety  of  married  men,  be* 
gun  fince  the  year  1770,  for  the  fupport  of  their  widows.  A  conli- 
derable  ftind  or  principal  has  been  raifed  by  them,  the  ititereft  of 
^vhich,  as  well  as  the  yearly  contributi-^ns  of  the  members,  is  regu-^ 
larly  divided  among  the  widows  whofe  hu(bands  have  been  members 
of  the  inftitution,  ^  ' 

In  the  houfe  adjoining  the  church  is  the  fchool  for  girls;  and  fince 
the  year  1787,  a  boarding  fchool  for  young  ladies  from  differeht 
parts,  who  are  inftrufted  in  reading  and  writing,  both  Englifli  and 
German,  grammar,  arithmetic,  hiftory,  geography,  needle-worl^ 
itlufic,  &c. 

The  minifter  of  the  place  has  the  fpecial  care  and  infpedion  of  this 
as  well  as  of  the  boys  fchool,  which  is  kept  in  a  feparate  houfe,  fitted 
to  that  purpofe,  and  are  taught  reading  and  writing  in  both  lan- 
guages, the  rudiments  of  the  Latin  tongue,  arithmetic.  Sec.  Thefe 
ichools,  efpecially  that  for  the  young  ladies,  are'defervedly  itj  very 
high  repute,  and  fcholars,  more  than  can  be  accommodated,  are  6t» 
fered  from  all  parts  of»the  United  States. 

Befides  the  different  houfes  for  private  tradefmen,  mechanics,  and 
others,  there  is  a  public  tavern  at  the  north  end  of  the  town,  with 
good  accommodations  ;  alfo  a  ftore,  with  a  general  aflbrtment  of 
goods ;  an  apothecary's  fliop  ;  a  large  farm  yard  ;  and  on  the  lower 
part,  on  Manakes  creek,  is  a  large  tan  yard,  a  currier's  and  dyer's 
fliop,  a  gr|ft  mill,  fulling  mill,  oil  mill  and  faw  mill ;  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Lehigh,  is  a  brewery. 

The  town  is  fupplied  with  good  water  from  a  fpring,  which  Being 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  is  raifed  up  the  hill  by  a  machine  of  a 
very  fimple  conflru^tion,  to  the  height  of  ujiwards  of  one  hundred 
feet,  into  a  refervoir,  whence  it  is,  condudled  by  pipes  into  the  fe- 
veral  ftreets  and  public  buildings  of  the  town. 

The  ferry  acrofs  the  river  is  of  fuch  particular  contrivance,  that  a 
flat,  large  enough  to  carry  a  team  of  fix  horfes,  nms  on  a  ftrong  rope 
fixed  and  ftretched  acrofs ;  and,  by  the  mere  force  of  the  ftream,  - 
without  any  other  affiftance,  crolfes  the  river  backwards  and  forwards ; 
the  flat  always  being  put  in  an  oblique  diredion,  with  its  foremoft 
end  vergiiig  towards  the  line  defcribed  by  the  rope. 

The  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  the  people  in  the 
neighbourhood,  being  of  German  extraction,  this  language  is  more 
in  ufe  than  the  Engliih.  The  latter,  however,  is  taugtit  in  the 
fcbools,  and  divine  fervice  is  performed  in  both  languages. 

3  K  2  NAZAR£TH* 


43^  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

,  NAZARETH. 

Nazareth  is  tea  miles  north  from  Bethlehemf  and  fixty-three  north 
from  Philadelphia  ;  it  is  a  trad  of  good  land,  containing  about  five 
thoufaad  acres^  purchafed  originally  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  George  Whit- 
field in  1740,  and  fold  two  years  after  to  the  brethren,  Thetewa 
wa*  laid  out  almoft  in  the  center  of  this  trad  in  1772.  Two  ftreets 
crofs  each  other  at  right  angles,  and  form  a'fquare  in  the  middle,  of 
three  hiujdred  ^nd  forty,  by  two  hundred  feet.  The  largeft  build- 
ing is  a  ftone  hopfe,  erected  in  1755,  named  Nazareth  hall,  ninety- 
eight  by  forty-fix  long,  and  fifty-four  in  height.  In  the  lowermoft 
^ory  is  a  (pacious  meeting  hall,  or  church ;  the  upper  part  of  the 
Jjoufe  is  chiefly  fitted  for  a  boarding- fchool,  where  youth,  from  dif- 
ferent part^,  are  under  the  care  and  infpe^tion  of  the  minifter  of  the 
place  and  feveral  tutors,  and  are  intruded  in  the  Englifh,  German, 
JLatin,  3«d  French  languages  ;  in  hiftory,  geography,  book-keeping, 
^ath^matics,  mufic,  drawing,  and  other  faiences.  The  front  of 
the  houfc  faces  a  large  fquare  open  to  the  fouth,  adjoining  a  fine 
piece  of  meadow  ground,  and  commands  a  moft  beautiful  and  ex- 
tenfive  profpe6t.  Another  elegant  building  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Na- 
zareth hall  is  inhabited  by  fingle  fillers,  who  have  the  fame  regula- 
tions and  way  of  living  as  thofe  in  Bethlehem.  Befides  their  prin- 
ci  al  manufador)'  for  fpinning  and  twitting  cotton,  they  have  lately 
Ipegun  to  draw  wax  tapers. 

At  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the  aforefaid  fquare,  in  the  middle  of 
fhetpwn,  is  the  fingle  brethren's  houfe,  and  on  the  eaft-fouth-eall 
corner  a  ftore.  On  the  fouthernmoft  end  of  the  ftreet  is  a  good  ta- 
vern. The  houfes  are,  a  fevv  excepted,  built  of  lime  Hone,  one  or 
two  ftories  high,  inhabited  by  trade'fmen  and  mechanics,  moftly  of 
German  extraction.  The  i;ihabitants  are  fupplied  with  water  con- 
veyed t«  them  by  pipes  from  a  fine  fpring  near  the  town.  The  place 
}s  noted  for  having  an  exceedingly  pleafant  fituation,  and  enjoying  a 
pure  and  f^ubrious  air.  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  town  and 
farms  belonging  to  it,  Schoeneck  included,  conftituting  one  congre- 
jjation^  and  meeting  for  divine  fervice  on  Sundays  and  holidays  at 
Nazareth  hall,  was,  in  the  year  1788,  about  four  hundred  and  fifty, 
:^nce  whiph  tim^  they  are  confiderably  increafed. 

UTIZ. 

Litiz  is  in  Lanc^er  county  and  Warwick  townihip,  eight  miles 
fro?p  l-anc^er^  and  f^v^ntjr  mile?  weft  froip  Pbiladclphiaf  This  fet-» 
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tlcment  was  begun  in  the  year  i757«  There  are  now,  befides  an 
elegant  church,  and  the  ^houfes  of  the  fingle  brethren  and  fingk 
£fters,  which  form  a  large  fqUare,  a  number  of  houfes  for  private 
families,  with  a  ftore  and  tavern,  all  in  one  ftreet.  There  is  alfo  a 
good  farm  and  feveral  milj  u^orks  belonging  to  the  place.  The 
number  of  inhabitants,  including  thofe  that  belong  to  Litiz  congrega- 
tion, livingon  their  farms  in  the  neighbourhood,  amounted  in  17879 
to  upwards  of  three  hundred. 

The  three  lail-mentioned  towns  arc  fettled  chiefly  by  Moravians^ 
or  the  United  Brethren. 

HARRISBUB.CH. 

Harrlfburgh,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  but  legally  filled  Lom£- 
>)urgh,  is  the  principal  town  in  Dauphin  county,  is  a  very  flonrtfh^ 
ing  place,  about  one  hundred  miles  weft  by  north  from  Riiladelphia* 
It  contained,  in  1789,  one  hundred  and  thirty  dwelling  houfes,  m 
fione  gaol,  and  a  German  church.  At  that  period  it  had  beea 
fettled  but  about  three  years. 

WASHINGTON, 

Three  hundred  miles  weft  of  Philadelphia,  and  beyond  the  Ohio^ 
has  been  fettled  fince  the  war,  and  is  remarkable  for  the  variety  of 
its  manufa6tures  for  fo  young  and  interior  a  town  )  it  has  thirty«*two 
manufa6tm*es  of  twenty-two  xiifierqnt  kinds. 

POPULATION. 

In  the  grand  convention  held  at  Philadelphia  in  1787,  the  inhabit 
tants  in  this  Statp  were  reckoned  at  three  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand. 
In  1790,  according  to  thecenfus  then  taken,  they  were  four  hundred 
and  thirty-four  thoufand  three  hundred  and  feventy-three,  being  an 
increafe  of  feventy-four  thoufand  three  hundred  and  feventy-three,  or 
twenty-four  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninetyrone  per  ann.  Reck* 
oning  only  on  the  fame  proportion  of  increafe,  /  the  prefent  number 
of  inhabitants  in  Pennfylvania  cannot  be  much  lefs  than  five  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand.  The  number  of  militia  in  this  State  is  eftinaated  at 
about  one  hundred  thoufand,  between  eighteen  and  fifty-three  years 
^f  age. 

The  following  table  ftiews  the  proportionate  population  of  each 
co))nty|  ^ccgrdin^;  to  tl^  ^enfue  of  1 790. 

PENN. 
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COUNTIES. 


City  of  Philadelphia , 
Suburbs 


Totalpf  city  and  fiiburbs 
RcmainderofPhUadel-  1 
phiaoouBty  ....  J 
Montgomery-  .  •  .   . 
Bucks     •...••• 

Delaware 

Chefler . 

Lancafter 

Berks     .   .   

Northampton    •   •   • 

Luzerne 

,  Dauphin 

Northumberland  .   • 

Mifflin 

Huntingdoli  •'  •  .  . 
Cumberlatid  •  •  .  . 
Bedford  .•«.•• 
Franklin    .   •   .   •    ., 

York  . 

Weftmoreland  .   .   • 

Allegaoy 

Waibington  *  .  .  . 
Fayette  ....... 


^2 


7739 
3621 


ft 

•  =  s 


5270 
2974 


1 1360 

3126 
6008 

2536 

7458 

97^3 
7714 
6008 
1236 

4^7 

4191 

1954 
1872 

4821. 

28 
4022 

4013 
263s 

5334 

3425 


1 10788 


8244 
2652 

5383 
5947 
2113 
6595 
8070 

.75SI 

6410 

133 1 
4437 
4726 
1949 
2089 

4537 
3841 
3860 
9527 

4355 
^745 
7170 
3416 


I 

IS 

I 


13883 
6955 


1 

I 


1420 

38s 


20838 

568: 

109^4 

12037 

4495 
13166 

17471 
14648 
11676 

*3i3 
8814 

8046 
3558 

3537 
8456 
6316 
7170 
1 767 1 

7483 

4761 

11087 

6154 


1805 

297 

440 

5^ 
289 

543 

545 
20 1 

133 

'3 

57 

109 

42 

^4 
206 

34 
^73 
837 

39 
9 

12 

48 


210 

.63 


|2 


28522 

»3998 


106948  206363.6557  3737  434373 


^73 

114 

iH 
261 

50 
H5 
348 

65 

^3 
1 1 
212 
89 
59 

43 
223 

46 
330 
49' 

I2i 

159 
263 
282 


42520 
I187I 

22929 

25401 

9483 

^7937 

36147 
30179 

24250 

4904 
18177 
17161 

7562 

756^5 
18243 
13124 

37747 
16018 
10309 
23866 

13325 


RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 

The  fituation  of  religion  and  religious  rights  and  liberty  in  Penn- 
fylvania  is  a  matter  that  defcrves  the  attention  of  all  fober  and  well- 
djfpofi^d  people,  who  may  have  thoughts  of  fceking  the  enjoyment 
of  civil  and  religious  Kberty  in  America.  •  This  State  always  afforded 
an  afylum  to  the  perfecuted  fefts  of  Europe.  No  church  or  fo- 
ciety  ever  was  efiablidied  htre^  no  tithes  or  tenths  can  be  demanded ; 

4  and 


OF    PENNSYLVANIA.  4^^ 

and  though  fome  regulations  of  the  crown  of  England  excluded  two 
churches  from  a  fliare  in  the  government  of  the  province,  thefe  are  • 
now  done  away  with  regard  to  every  religious  focjety  whatever.  A 
convention  of  fpecial  reprefentatives  of  the  citizens  of  Pennfylvania 
have  had  under  confideration  all  the  errors  that  had  inadvertently 
crept  into  their  conftitution  and  frame  of  government,  and,  in  the 
aft  they  have  publiflied  for  the  examination  of  the  people,  they 
have  reje(^ed  the  detejlallc  balf-'way  do£trine  of  Toleration,  and  have 
eftabltjhedy  upon  firm  and  perfeiflly  equal  ground,  all  denominations 
of  refigious  men.  By  the  provifions  of  the  new  code,  a  Proteftant, 
a  Roman  Catholic,  and  a  Hebrew,  may  eleft  or  be  elefted  to  any 
pffice  in  the  State,  and  purfue  any  la\yful  calling,  occupation,  or  • 
profeffion. 

The  inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania  are  principally  the  defcendant* 
of  the  Englifti,  Irifh  and  Germans,  with  fome  Scotch,  Welch, 
Swedes  and  a  few  Dutch,  There  are  alfo  many  of  the  Irifti  and 
Germans  who  emigrated  when  young  or  middle-aged.  The  Friends' 
and  Epifcopalians  are  chiefly  of  Englifh  extraction,  and  compofe 
about  one-third  of  the  inhabitants.  They  live  principally  in  the 
city  df  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  counties  of  Cheftef,  Philadelphia, 
Bucks  ^nd  Montgomery.  The  Irifli  are  moftly  Prelbyterians,  but 
fofne  Catholics.  Their  anceftors  came  from  the  north  of  Ireland, 
which  was  originally  fettled  from  Scotland ;  hence  they  have  fome- 
times  J)een  called  Scotch  Irifh,  to  denote  their  double  defcent  j  but 
they  are  commonly  and  rtore  properly  called  Irifti,  or  the  defc^nd- 
ants  of  people  from  the  north  of  Ireland.  They  inhabit  the  wefterti 
and  frontier  counties,  and  are  numerous. 

The  Germans  compofe  about  one  quarjter  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Pennfylvania.  They  are  ittoft  numerous  in  the  north  parts  of  the 
xity  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Montgomery, 
Bucks,  Dauphin,  Lancafter,  York,  and  Northampton,  moftly  in 
the  four  laft,  and  are  fpreading  in  other  parts.  They  confift  of  Lu- 
therans (who  are  the  moft  numerous  fe6t)  Calvinifts  or  Reformed 
Church,  Moravians,  Catholics,  Mennonifts,  Tunkers  (corruptly 
called  Dunkers)  and  Zwingfelters,  who  are  a  fpecies  of  Quakers, 
Thefe  are  all  diftinguifhed  for  their  temperance,  induHjy,  arid 
economy. 

The  Germani  have  ufually  fifteen  of  fixty-nine  rtembers  in  the 
AfTembly;  and  fome  of  them  have  arifen  to  the  firft  honours  ia  the 
State,  and  now  fjll  a  number  of  .the  higher  offices ;  yet  the  boiy  of 
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them  want  education.    A  literary  fpirit  has  however  of  late  been  in* 
creafing  among  them* 

The  Baptifb,  except  the  Mcnnonift  and  Tunker  Baptifts,  who 
are  Germans,  are  chiefly  the  defcendants  of  emigrants  from 
Wales,  and  are  not  numerous,  A  proportionate  aflcmblage  of  the 
■ational  prejudices,  the  manners,  cuiloms,  religions,  and  political 
ieutiments  of  all  thefc,  will  form  the  Pennfylvanian  character.  As 
the  leading  traits  in  this  character,  thus  conflituted,  we  may  venture 
to  mention  induflry,  frugality,  bordering  in  fome  inflances  on  parft* 
mony,  enterprize,  a  tafle  and  ability  for  improvements  in  mechanics^ 
in  manu^£tures,  in  agriculture,  in  public  buildings  and  inflitutions^ ' 
in  commerce,  and  in  the  hberal  fciences;  temperance,  plainnefs^ 
and  fimplicity  in  drefs  and  manners ;  pride  and  humility  in  their  ex* 
tren)es ;  inoffenfivenefs  an4  intrigue ;  and  in  regard  to  religion,  ya- 
KiETY  and  HARMONY.  Such  appear  to  be  the  diflinguifhing  trails 
in  the  colledive  Pennfylvanian  character, 

LITERARY,   HUMANE,    AND  OTHER  USEFUL 
SOCIETIES. 

Thefe  are  more  numerous  and  flourifhing  in  Pennfylvania,  than  i« 
any  of  the  United  States.  The  names  of  the  principal  of  thefe  im* 
proving  inilitutions,  the  times  when  they  were  eflabliihed,  and  the  fum- 
xnary  of  the  benevolent  defigns  they  were  intended  to  accomplifh^ 
will  be  mentioned  in  their  order. 

I.  The  American  Philofophical  Society,  held  at  Pluladelphia,  for 
.promoting  ufefiil  knowledge.  Thisfociety  was  formed  January  ad^ 
J  769,  by  the  union  of  two  other  literary  focieties  that  had  fubUfted  for 
fame  time  in  Philadelphia,  and  were  created  one  body  corporate  and 
politic,  with  fuch  powers,  privileges,  and  immunities  as  are  hecef* 
(ary  for  anfwering  the  valuable  purpofes  which  the  fociety  had  origi- 
nally in  view,  by  a  charter  granted  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
fylvania, on  the  15th  of  March,  1780.  This  fociety  have  already 
puljlifhed  three  very  valuable  volumes  of  their  tranfaftions ;  one  in 
1771,  one  in  1786,  and  the  other  in  1793. 

In  1 77 1,  this  fociety  confifted  of  nearly  three  hundred  memr 
bers ;  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  have  fince  been 
added ;  a  large  proportion  of  which  are  perfons  of  the  firft  diilinc- 
ifkon  in  £urop^« 

Their^ 
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^faeiT  chiarter  Mlows  them  to  hold  lands,  gifts,  &c,  to  the  amount 
l6f  the  clear  yearly  value  of  ten  thoufand  bufhels  of  wheat.  The 
iiumber  of  members  is  not  limited* 

2.  The  Society  for  promoting  Political  Inquiries,  confifting  of 
!fifty  members^  inftituted  in' February^  1787. 

3.  The  College  of  Phyficians,  inftituted  in  1787,  for  the  pro- 
hiotion  of  medical)  anatomical,  and  chemical  knowlege,  incorpo- 
rated by  z6t  of  Aflemblyj  March,  1789. 

4.  The  Pennfylvania  Hofpital,  a  'humane  inilitution,  which  was 
iirft  meditated  in  i7«;o,  and  carried  into  efFe6l  by  means  of  a  liberal 
fubfcription  of  about  3000I.  and  by  the  affiftance  of  the  Aflembly, 
who,  in  1751,  granted  as  much  more  for  the  purpofe.  The  prefent 
building  was  begun  in  1754,  and  finifhed  in  1756.  This  hofpital 
is  under  the  direction  of  twelve  managers,  chofen  annually,  and  is 
vifited  every  year  by  a  committee  of  the  Aflembly.  The  accounts 
of  the  managers  are  fubmitted  to  the  infpedlion  of  the  legiflature. 
6ix  phyficians  attend  gratis,  and  generally  prefcribe  twice  or  three 
iimes  in  a  week,  in  their  turns.  This  hofpital  is  the  general  receptacle 
bf  lunatics  and  madmen,  and  of  ^thofe  affeded  with  other  diforders, 
and  are  unable  to  fupport  themfdves.  .  Here  they  are  humanely 
treated  and  well  provided  for. 

5.  The  Philadelphia  Difpenfary,  for  the  medical  relief  of  the  poor. 
This  benevolent  inftitution  was  eftablifhed  on  the  12th  of  April, 
.1786,  and  is  fupported  by  annual  fubfcriptions  of  thiity-ifive  fhillings 
each  perfon;  No  lefs  than  eighteen  hundred  patients  were  admitted 
within  fixteen  months  after  the  firft  opening  of  the  difpenfary.  It 
is  under  the  diredion  of  twelve  managers  and  fix  phyficians,  all  of 
whom  attend  gratis.  This  inftitution  exhibits  an  application  of 
fomething  like  the  mechanical  powers  to  the  purpofes  of  humanity. 
The  greateft  quantity  of  good  is  produced  this  way  with  the  leaffc 
money.  Five  hundred  pounds  a  year  defrays  all  the  expenfes  of  the 
inftitution.  The  poor  are  taken  care  of  in  their  own  houfes,  ^nd 
provide  every  thing  for  themfelves,  except  medicinesj  cotdials^i 
drinks,  &c. 

6.  The  Pennfylvania  Society,  for  promoting  the  abolition  of 
flavery^  and  the  relief  of  free  negroes  unlawfully  held  in  bondage. 
This  fociety  was  begun  in  1774^  and  enlarged  on  the  a3d  of  April, 
1787.  The  officers  of  the  fociety  confift  of  a  prefident,  twovice- 
prefidents,  two  fecretaries,  a  treafurer,  four  counfellors,  an  electing 
committee  of  twelve,  and  an  ading  committee  of  fix  members ;  all 
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W  whom,  except  the  laft,  are  to  be  chofen  annually  by  ballot  on  t&e 
firft  Monday  in  January.  The  focicty  meet  quarterly,  and  eacb 
member  contributes  ten  fliilling»  anAiuallyy  in  quarterly  payments, 
towards  defraying  its  contingent  expenfes* 

The  kgiflature  of  thb  State  have  favoured  the  humane  defigns  of 
Ihiff  fociety,  by  **  Ai*  Aft  for  the  gradual  Abdition  of  Slavery/'^ 
pzCkd  on  the  firft  of  March,  1 780 ;  wherein,  among  other  things^ 
k  is  ordained,  that  no  pcrfon  born  within  the  State,  after  the  paffing 
of  the  aft,  fliall  be  confidered  as  a  fervant  for  life  ;  and  all  perpetual 
llavery  is  by  this  aft  for  ever  abolifhed.  The  aft  provides,  that 
thofe  who  would,  in  cafe  this  aft  had  not  been  made,  have  been 
born  fervants  or  flavesf  fliall  be  deemed  fucb,  till  they  (hall  attain 
the  age  of  twenty-eight  years ;  but  they  are  to  be  treated  in  all  re- 
i^fts  as  fervants  bound  by  indenture  for  four  years. 

7.  The  Society  of  the  United  Brethren,  for  propagating  the  gofpel 
among  the  heathens,  inftitnted  in  1787,  to  be  held  ftatedly  at  Beth- 
lehem. An  aft,  incorporating  this  fociety,  and  invefiing  it  with  all 
SiecefTary  powers  and  privileges  for  accompliihing  its  pious  defigns, 
was  paiTed  by  the  legiflature  of  the  State  on  the  27th  of  February, 
1788.  They  can  hold  lands,  houfes,  &c  to  the  annual  amount  of 
<wo  thouiand  pounds. 

Titefe  pious  Brethren,  commonly  called  Moravians^  began  a  mif- 
ion  among  the  Mahikan,  Wampano,  Delaware,  Shawdiv>e,  Nan- 
tikok  and  other  Indians,  about  iifty  years  ago,  and  were  fo  fuecefs* 
fal,  as  to  have  baptized  more  than  one  thoufand  fouls  on  a  profeifioa 
^«f  Chriflianity.  Six  hundred  of  thefe  have  died  in  the  Chriftian  faith  ^ 
about  three  hundred  live  with  the  m)ffionaries  near  lake  Erie,  and 
the  reft  arc  either  dead  or  apoftates  in  the  wildernefs. 

8.  The  Pennfylvania  Society,  for  the  encouragement  of  manu- 
faftures  and  ufeful  arts,  inftituted  in  1787,  open  for  the  receptioa 
•f  every  citizen  in  the  United  States  which  will  fulfil  the  engage- 
ments of  a  member  of  the  fame.  The  fociety  re  under  the  direftion 
of  a  prefident,  four  vice-prefidents  and  twelve  managers,  befides 
Subordinate  efticers.  Each  member^  on  his  admifEon,  pays  ten  fliil- 
lings  at  leaft  into  the  general  fund ;  and  the  fame  fum  annually,  till 
lie  Ihall  ceafe  to  be  a  member. 

Befides  theie,  a  very  refpeftable  infurance  company  has  lately  beea 

cftabliflied  in  Philadelphia,  with  a  capital  of  fix  hundred  thoufand 

dollars,  who  have  commenced  bufinefs  to  advantage. — There  is  alfo 

91  Society  for  alleviating  the  Miferies  of  Priibas;  and  a  Humane 
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flocictj,  for  the  recovering  and  reftoring  to  life  the  bodies  of  drowned 
|)erfons,  inftituted  in  1770,  under  ^e  dire6iion  of  thii^teen  roa* 
nagers."— And  a  Society  for  the  aid  and  protedion  of  Ix'iih  emu 
^^[rants. 

Alfo,  an  Agricultural  Society ;  a  Society  for  German  emigrants  $ 
a  Marine  Society,  confifting  of  captains  of  veflels ;  a*  Charitable 
Society  for  the  fupport  of  widows  and  families  of  Preibyterian 
clergymen ;  and  St,  George's,  St.  Andrew's,  and  the  Hiberniaa 
Charitable  Societies.  Moft  of  thefe  focieties  are  in  the  city  of  Phjr 
ladelpbia. 

COLLEGES,  ACADEMIES,  AND  SCHOOLS. 

From  the  enterprifing  and  literary  fpirit  of  the  Pennfylvanians,  wf 
Should  naturally  conclude,  what  is  £a6^,  that  thefe  are  numei-ous. 

In  Philadelphia  is  the  univerfity  of  Pennfylvania,  founded  and 
.endowed  by  the  legiilature  during  the  war,  Profeflbrfhips  are  efta*» 
bliflied  in  all  the  liberal  arts  and  fciences,  and  a  complete  courfe  of 
^education  may  be  purfued  h^re  from  the  firft  rudiments  of  litpraturp 
to  the  higheft  branches  of  fcience. 

The  college  and  academy  of  Philadelphia  was  founded  by  charter 
between  thirty  and  forty  years  ago,  and  endowed  by  fubfcriptiona 
of  liberal-minded  perfons.  Though  this  inftitution  was  interrupted 
in  its  progrefs  for  feveral  years  during  the  late  war,  yet  being  re- 
«ftabli{hed  fince  the  peace,  it  has  rapidly  recovered  its  former  ftate  of 
j)rofperity,  and  to  the  bench  of  profeflbrs  has  lately  been  added  on^ 
of  common  and  federal  law,  which  renders  it  in  reality,  though  not 
in  name,  an  yniverfity.  An  a£t  to  unite  thefe  two  inflitutions  ha$ 
paired  the  legiflature.  By  their  union  they  will  conftitute  one  of  thi^ 
ppft  refpeftable  feminarjes  of  learning  in  the  United  States. 

Dickinfon  College,  at  Carlifle,  an  hundred  and  twenty  mile$ 
lyeftward  of  Philadelphia,  was  founded  in  1783,  and  has  a  principal, 
three  profe^brs,  a  philofophic^l  apparatus,  a  library  confifting  of 
nearly  three  tho^ufaj>4  volumes,  four  thoufand  pounds  in  funded  cer* 
jtificates,  and  ten  thoyfand  acres  of  land ;  the  laft,  the  donation  of 
the  State,  In  1787,  there  were  eighty  ftudents  belonging  to  thi$ 
college :  this  number  is  annu^^flly  increafing.  It  was  named  after  his 
Excellency  John  Dickinfon,  authoi*  of  the  Pennfylvania  Farmer'? 
Letters,  and  formerly  prefident  of  the  Supreme  Ex^cutivfe  Council 
#f  this  State, 

3  L  3k  la. 


444  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

In  1787,  a  college  was  founded  at  Lancafter,  fixty-fix  miles  fron(^ 
Philadelphia,  and  honoured  with  the  name  of  Franklin  college,  after 
his  Excellency  Dr.  Franklin.  This  college  is  for  the  Gernaans,  ia 
which  they  may  educate  their  youth  in  their  own  language,  and  in 
conformity  to  their  own  habits.  The  Englilh  language,  however, 
is  taught  in  it.  Its  endowments  are  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  of 
Dickinfon  college.  Its  tniftees  confift  of  Lutherans,  Prefbyterians, 
and  Calvinifts,  of  each  an  equal  number.  The  principal  is  a  Lu- 
theran, and  the  vice-principal  is  a  Calvinift. 

The  Epifcopalians  have  an  academy  at  York  town,  in  York 
county.  There  are  alfo  academies  at  German  town,  at  Pittfturg, 
at  Wafhington,  at  Allen's  town,  and  other  places  ;  thefe  arc  endowed" 
by  donations  from  the  legiflature,  and  by  liberal  contributions  of 
individuals. 

The  fchools  for  young  men  and  women  in  Bethlehem  and  Naza- , 
reth,  under  the  direction  of  the  people  called  Moravians,  are 
Upon  the  beft  eftabllfhment  of  any  fchools  in  America.  Befides 
thefe,  there  are  private  fchools  in  different  parts  of  the  State ;  and 
to  promote  the  education  of  poor  children,  the  State  have  appropri- 
ated a  large  trad  of  land  for  the  eflablilhmcnt  of  free  fchools.  A 
great  proportion  of  the  labouring  people  among  the  Germans  apd 
Irifh  are,  however,  extremely  ignorant. 

NEW    INVENTIONS. 

Thefe  have  been  numerous  and  ufeful.  Among  others  are  the 
following ; — a  new  model  of  the  planetary  worlds,  by  Mr.  Ritten- 
houfe,  commonly,  but  improperly,  called  an  orrery ;  a  quadrant,  by 
Mr.  Godfrey,  called  by  the  plagiary  name  of  Hadley's  quadrant ;  a 
fleam  boat,  lo  conftru£ted,  as  that,  by  the  affiilance  of  fteam,  ope.r 
rating  on  certain  machinery  within  the  boat,  it  moves  with  confidera- 
ble  rapidity  againft  the  ftream  without  the  aid  of  hands.  MefT.  Fitck 
and  Rum  fay  contend  with  each  other  for  the  honour  of  this  inven- 
tion. Befides  thefe,  there  have  been  invented  many ,  manlifaduring 
machir^s  for  carding,  fpinning,  winnowing,  &c.  which  perform  aa 
immenfe  deal  of  work  with  very  little  manual  afliftance. 


CON' 


CdNSTltUtlON. 

Tie-  Confiitutiok  of  the  Coihmoti^aUh  of  PennfyhanlHf  as  ratified  in 
COffventioft  the  td  day  of  Septemheri  1 790* 

WE^  ttie  peoi^t  of  the  Cotnmon^ealth  of  Pennfylvaniaj  drdaiil 
Uad  dlablifli  this  cbhftitutioii  for  its  government. 

Article  L  The  legiflative  power  of  this  commonwealth  (hall  b# 
Veiled  in  a  general  Aitemblyj  which  fhal  confift  of  a  fehate  and  houf< 
laf  reptfefentativeS* 

IL  The  representatives  fhall  be  chofcti  annually  by  the  dtiatens 
(5f  thfe  city  of  Philadelphia^  and  of  each  county  refpedtively,  on  the 
'  fccond  Tuef<hy  Of  Odtoben 

IIL  No  pei-fon  (hall  be  a  t^prefcntatiVc  who  fliall  not  have  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  have  been  a  citizen  and  in-* 
habitant  of  the  State  three  years  next  preceding  his  ele6Hon,  and  the 
laft  year  thereof  an  inhabitant  of  the  city  or  county  in  which  he 
Aiall  be  chofen  ^  unlefs  he  fhall  have  been  abfent  on  the  public  bufi^ 
nefs  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  State.  No  perfon  refidfng 
within  any  city,  town  or  borough,  which  fhall  be  entitled  to  a  fepa^ 
rate  reprefentation,  fhall  be  elected  a  member  for  any  county^  noi* 
fhall  any  perfon,  reliding  without  the  limits  of  any  fuch  city,  town 
or  borough^  be  elefted  a  niember  therefor. 

IV*  Within  three  years  after  the  firft  meeting  of  the  general  At 
fembly,  and  within  every  fubfeqtient  term  of  feven  years,  an  enu- 
meration of  the  taxable  inhabitants  fhall  be  made,  In  fuch  manner  as 
fhall  be  direded  by  law*  The  number  of  reprefentatiVes  fhall,  at 
thefeveral  periods  of  making  fuch  enumet^tion,  be  fixed  by  the  legif- 
lature,  and  apportioned  among  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  andthefe« 
veral  counties,  according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  ia 
each ;  and  fhall  never  be  lefs  than  fixty,  rtor  greater  than  one  hun- 
dred* Each  county  fhall  have,  at  leaft,  one  reprefentative  5  but  no 
county,  hereafter  ercdted,  fhall  be  entitled  to  a  feparate  reprefenta- 
tion, until  a  fufficient  number  of  taxable  inhabitanu  fhall  be  con- 
tained within  .it,  to  entitle  them  to  one  reprefentative,  agreeable  to 
the  ratio  which  fhall  then  be  efUbliihed. 

V.  The  fenifitors  fliall  be  chofen  for  four  years  by  the  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  and  of  the  feveral  counties,  at  the  fame  time,  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  at  the  fame  places,  where  they  fhall  vote  for  re- 
presentatives. 

VI.  The  number  of  fenators  fhall,  at  the  feveral  periods  of 
making  the  enumieratioQ  before  meiitioned,  be  fixed  by  the  legifla- 
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(urCf  and  apportioned  among  the  diftri^ts  formed  as  herein  after  d!« 
re^ed,  according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  in  each ;  and 
fliail  never  be  lefs  than  one-fourth,  nor  greater  than  one-third,  of 
fee  number  of  reprefcntatiVe^'. 

VII.  The  fenator^  fliairbe  chofen  in  diftri£ls  to  be  formed  by 
the  Icgirtaturet  each  difffii^t  containing  fuch  a  number  of  taxable 
inhabitants  as  fhall  *be'  entitled  to  efe^  not  more  t'han  four  fenators. 
tVhen  ^  diftri6l  rfiall  be  com{X)ied  of  two  or  more  counties*  they 
mail  be  adjbining.'  'Neither  the  cify  of  Philadelphia,  nor  any  county^ 
Ihall  be  divided  in  forming  a  diftri^t. 

"  VIII.  No  perfon  fhall  be  a  fenator,  who  fhall  not  nave  attained 
the  'a^e  of  twenty-five  yearsi'ana  have  been  a  citizeii  and  inhabitant 
of  the  State  four  years  next  before  hfs  eleftioo,  and  the  lafl  year 
thereof  ah'  inhabitant  of  the  diflriA  for  which  he  fhall  be  chofen  ; 
wtikfs'he  fhatl'have  b'een*abfdnt  on  public  bufinefs  of  the  tfnited 
States,  of  of  *this  State,    '  '   ' '    '  "'  *       '  *       ' 

*' 'IX.  ImmecifaTely 'after  the  fenators  Hiall  be  afTembled,  in  confe* 
querice  of  t^V  firfl  ek£lTon,  Yubfequent  to  the  firfl  enumeration,  they 
Ihall  be  divukd  by  lot,  as  equally  as  may  be,  into  four  clafTes.  The 
fiits  of  the  fenators  of  tTie'RHt  clafs,  ftiairbe  vaoited  at  the£xpira- 
fioii  of  the  tirft'  year ';'  of  the  i^ecorid  clats,.  at  tb!e  expiration  of  the 
^econd'year ;  ot  the  third  claTs,  at  the  expiration  of  the  t^ird year; 
and  of  the  fourth  clafs,  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  ycaf;  fo  that 
ohe-fourth  niay  be  cholen  every  year,     "  "        .        . 

'  X.'THe  general  AffembTy  nialFmcet  on  the  firil  Tuefday  of  Dc- 
cember  in  every *year,  unlefsTooner  convened  oy  the  govcmon , 

XL  Eacli  houfe  fhall  cHufe  its  ipeake'r  anij  othisr  oilers ;  and  the 
fenate  fliail  alfo  chufe' a  fpeakb-^^raVir^rj^rf,  when  the  fpeaker  fl)att 
cxercife  xhc  ofllci  of  governor.  ^  * 

XII. '  Each  houfe  fhall:  judgjc  of  the  qualifications  of  its  members. 
Contefled  elefiiohsfhallte  determined  by  a  committee  to  be  fcledj^d^ 
formed;  knd  regulatdd  in  fuch  manner  as  ihall  be  dired^ed  by  law* 
A  majority  of  each  houfe  fhall  conflitute  a  quorum  to  do  buifihefs  ; 
but  a  fmaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day^  and  may  be 
authorifed,  by  law,  to  compel  the  attendance  of  abfent  members,  io 
fujch  manner,  and  under  fuch  penalties,  as  may  be  provided. 

XIII.  Each  hbufe  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings; 
punlfh  iU  members  for  difordierly  behaviour ;  and,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  two-thlrdfe,  expel  a  member  5  but  not  a  fecond  time,  for 
the  fame  caufe ;  and  fhall  have  all  other  powers  ixeceflary  fgr-a^braoch' 
•f  'the  legiflaturc  of  a  free  State. 
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XIV.  Each  houfe  fiiall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  pi^b* 
lirti  them  weekly,  except  fuch  parts  as  may  require  fecrccy.  And 
the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  Brrembcrs,  on  any  qiieftioa,  fliall,  at  the 
defire  of  any  two  of  them,  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

XV.  The  doors  of  each  houfe,  and  of  committees  of  th?  wholes 
4hsi\l  be  'open,  uolefs  when  the  *bufincfs  fixall  be  Cuch  as  ought  to  be 
kept  fecret.   .       .  .  , 

XVL  Neither  houfe  fliall,  without  tie  confentof  the  other,  ad- 
journ for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in 
•which  the  two, houfes  fiiall  be  fitting. . 

XVII.  Xhe  f^nators  and  reprefentatives  fliall  receive  a  eornpenfa- 
tion  for  their  fervices,  to  be  afcertained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the 
treafury  ot  *he  commonwealth.  They  fliall,  in  all  cafes,  except 
treafon,  felony,  and  breach  or  furety  of  th^  peace,  he  privileged 
from  arreft  during* their  attendance  at  the  feflion  of  the  refpe<^ive 
jhoufea,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  fame.  And  for  any 
fpeech  or  debate  in  either  houfe  they  &9II  ^ot  be  qu^flioned  in  any 
other  place. 

XVIII.  No  fcnator  or  reprefentative  fliall,  during  the  time  fof 
svhich  he  fliall  have  been  eleftedi  h,e  appointed  to  any  civil  office 
under  this  commonwealth,  which  fliall  have  been  created,  or,  tlie 
emoluments  of  which,  fliall  have  been  increafed,  during  fuch  time  ; 
and  no  member  of  Congrefs,  or  other  perfon  holding  any  ofiice, 
except  of  attorney  at  law,  and  in  the  militia^  under  the  United 
States  or  this  commonwealth,  fliall  be  a  member  of  either  houfe, 
4uring  his  continuance  in  Congrefs  or  in  office. 

XIX.  When  vacancies  happen  in  ejther  houfe,  the  fpeaker  fliall 
iflue  writs  of  eledion  to  fill  fuch  yacancie?. 

XX.  All  bills  for  raifing  "revenue  fliall  originate  in  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives ;  but  the  fepate  may  prppofe  amendments  as  in  other 
bills.  . 

XXL  No  money  fliall  be  drawn  from  th^  treafury,  but  in  conft* 
quence  of  appropriations  made  by  law.  , 

XXII.  Every  bill,  which  ihall  have  pafl^ed  both  houfes,  <hall  h^ 
prcfented  to  the  governor.  If  h?  approve  he  fliall  fign  it ;  but  if 
he  fliall  not  approve  he  fliall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  the 
houfe  in  which  it  fliall  have  originated,,  ^ho  fliall  entei;  the  object 
tions  at  large  upon  their  journal8|  ^nd  proceed  to  re-confider  it.  Iff 
^ter  fuch  re-confideration,  two-thirds  of  that  houfe  fliall  agree  to 
pafs  thp  bill,  It  fliall  be  fea(|  with  the  objeftipn^  to  the  ottier  houfe, 
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by  which  lij^cwifc  it  lliall  be  rc-confidcrcd ;  zni  if  approved  by  two* 
thirds  of  that  houfe^  it  fliall  be  a  la\y«  But  in  fuch  pafes^  the  votes 
of  both  houfes  fliall  be  determined  by  yeas  ap4  nays^  and  the  iiame§ 
of  the  perfpQs  yotfng  for  or  aga|nft  tl^e  bi|l  ih^U  be  (:qtered  on  the 
journals  of  c^ch  houfc  rpfpe6kiyely.  If  any  bill  fball  not  be  re- 
jturned  l?y  the  governor  withjn  ^en  days,  Sundays  excepted,  after  if 
fliall  have  been  prefented  to  him,  it  fliall  be  a  law,  |n  li)^e  manner 
as  if  he  had  figned  it,  unlefs  the  general  Aflembly,  by  their  adjourn- 
ment, prevfsnt  its  return  |  in  which  cafe  it  fliall  be  a  law,  ^n(efs  fent 
back  within  three  days  after  their  pext  paep^ipg. 

XXIII.  Evjery  order,  ycfplution  or  yotp,  tp  which  thp  coficunence 
of  both  houfes  may  pt  ncccflary,  except  op  a  queftipn  of  adjourn- 
^ment,  fliall  be  prefented  to  the  governor  j  and,  before  it  fliall  take 
f  ffe6V,  be  approved  by  him ;  or,  being  difapproved,  flKill  be  reTpafle4 
by  two-thirds  of  both  houfeS|  according  fo  the  rules  and  lifnitationjf 
prefcribed  in  cafe  of  a  bill. 

ARTICLE    n, 

I.  The  fupreme,  jxec^tive  power  pf  thi?  cqmfnonwcalth  fliall  1^ 
yefled  in  a  governor. 

31.  The  governor  fliall  be  chofen  on  the  ffcond  Tuefday  of  0&)- 
ber  by  the  citizens  of  the  cpmmpnwealth,  at  the  places  \vhcrc  they 
fliall  refpedively  yote"  for  rcprefentatives.  The  return^  pf  every 
clcdtion  for  governor  fliall  be  fealed  up,  and  Iranfmitted  to  the  feat 
pf  government,  direfted  to  the  fpeaker  pf  the  fenate,  who  fliall  open 
and  publifli  them  in  the  prefence  of  the  piembers  pf  both  houfes  of 
the  kgiflature.  The  perfon  haying  the  higheft  pumber  pf  votes 
fliall  be  governor.  But  if  two  or  more  fliall  be  equal  and  highefl  ii^ 
votes,  pne  of  them  fliall  be  cbofen  governor,  by.the  joint  vote  of 
the  members  of  both  hqufes.  Contefled  ele<Stions^  fliall  be  deter- 
mined by  a  comniittee,  to  be  feleflcd  from  both  houfes  of  the  le« 
giflature^  forped  and  regulated  in  fuch  manner  as  fliall  be  dirked 
by  law. 

III.  The  governor  fliall  hold  his  office  during  three  years  fix>m  the 
third  Tuefday  of  Deceniber  next  enfuing  his  eledtion  ^  and  fludl  not 
be  capable  of  holding  it  Ipnger  than  nine  in  any  term  pf  twelve 
years. 

IV.  He  fliall  be  at  leaft  thirty  years  of  age,  and  have  been  a  ^itizen 
and  inhabitant  of  this  State  feven  years  next  before  his  eledion  ]f  un- 
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lefi  lie  fhall  have  been  abfent  on  the  public  bufinefs  of  the  United 
J^tates,  or  of  this  State. 

V,  No  member  of  Congrefs,  or  perfon  holding  any  office  under 
fbe  United  States,  or  this  State,  fhall  cxercife  the  office  of  governor^ 

VI.  The  governor  ftiall,  at  ftated  times,,  receive  for  his  fervices  a 
^otnpenfation,  which  fhall  be  neither  increafed  nor  diminiflied  during 
>he  period  for  which  he  jhall  have  been  eledled. 

Viff  He  iliall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of 
^18  commonwealth)  and  of  the  militia ;  except  when  they  ftiall  be 
icalled  into  th^  a£tual  ftrvice  of  the  United  States. 

Till.  He  Iball  appoint  all  officers,  whofe  offices  are  eftablifbed  by 
this  conftitution,  or  (ball  be,  eftabliftied  by  law,  and  whofe  appoint-  . 
ipent^  are  nqt herein  otherwife  provided  for;  but  no  perfon  fliall  be 
appointed  to  an  office  within  any  county,  who  iliall  not  have  been  a 
|:itizea  and  inhabitant  therein  one  year  next  before  his  appointment, 
if  the  county  fl^U  have  been  fo  long  ereifted ;  but  if  it  fhall  hot  have 
been  fo  long  ereAed,  then  within  the  limits  of  the  county  or 
pounties  out  of  which  it  fhall  have  been  taken.  No  member  of 
pongrefs  froin  this  State,  nor  any  perfon  hcMing  or  exercifing  any 
office  of  truft  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  fhall,  at  the  fame 
time,  hold  or  exercift  the  office  of  judge,  fecretary,  treafurer,  pro- 
thonotary,  regifter  of  wills,  recorder  of  deeds,  fheriff,  or  any  office 
in  this  State,  to  which  a  falary  is  by  law  annexed,  or  any  other  office 
which  future  legiflatures  lliall  declare  incompatible  with  offices  or 
appcdntipents  under  the  United  States.  . 

IX.  He  fh^U  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  grant 
reprieves  and  p9r4pnf ,  except  in  cafes  of  impeachment. 

X.  He  may  require  information,  in  writing,  from  the  officers  in 
the  executive  4epartn[)en|,  i^pon  any  fubjeft  relating  to  the  duties  of 
^heir  refpe6tive  ofijces. 

XL  He  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  general  AfTembly  in- 
fpfmation  of  the  ftate  of  the  commonwealth,  and  recommend  to 
^heir  confideration  fuch  meafures  as  he  fliall  judge  expedient. 

XIL  He  may,  on  «extraordinary  occafions,  convene  the  general 
^ffembly ;  and,  in  cafe  of  difagreement  between  the  two  houfes  with 
refpe6t  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  adjourn  them  to  fuch  time  as  he 
ihall  think  proper,  not  exceeding  four  months. 

Xin.  He  fhall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

XIV.  In  cafe  of  the  death  or  refignation  of  the  governor,  or  of 
^a  reipoval  from  office)^  the  Weaker  0/  the  ienate  fhall  ^xercife  the 

qffice 


4ip0  GENEIfAL  DffSCRIPTIOH 

/6fficc  of  governor,  uritil  anodicr  governor  ihalf  be  duly  quiltficdl 
And  if  the  trial  of  d  -contefled  eleflion  fhall  continue  longer  thad 
ihatil  the  third  Tuefday  in  December  neict  enfliing  th^  cledion  of  ^ 
governor,  the  governor  of  the  Jaft  yerr,  or  the  fpeaker  of  the  fe- 
iiatc,  who  msy  be  m  the  excrbife  of  the  executive  authority,  fHall 
jcoritbiie  therein  until  the  determination  of  (nth  cotltefted  election/ 
and  until  a  governor  flialj  be  qualified  as  aforefaid.  » 

XV.  A  fecretary  {hall  be  appointed  and  coinftiiffioned  diiriug  the 
governor's  continuance  in  office,  if  he  ihall  fo  long  behave  bimfcif 
l¥ell.  He  fhajl  keep  a  fair  regifter  of  all  the  official  a6ts  and  pnK 
jccedingg  of  the  gpvemor,  and  (hall,  when  required,  lay  the  fariic, 
and  all  papers,  minutes  and  vopchers  relative  thereto,  before  cithcjr^ 
branch  of  the  legiflature ;  and  fbal)  perforqi  fuch  otb^  dutie^  ^s  HiaS' 
be  enjpined  bjm  by  ^?W* 

ARTICLE    in, 

L  In  elections  by  th^  citizens,' ipvery  freemati  of  the  ^gp  of  twenty-' 
pnc  years,  haying  rcfided  in  the  State  t\^o  years  ne^t  before  thi^ 
eledtion,  and  within  that  time  paid  a  State  or  county  tax,  whkfv 
ihall  have  been  aifefTed  at  leaft  lix  months  before  the  eledion,  (hail 
enjoy  the  rights  of  an  ele6tor ;  provided,  that  the  foi^y  of  perfons' 
qualified  as  afore&id,  between  the  ages  pf  twenty-one  and  twenty- 
two  years,  (hall  be  entitled  to  vote,  altbough  the^  fliall  not  have 
paid  taxes. 

II.  All  eleftions  (hajl  be  by  ballof,  except  tbofe  by  perfbns  ii> 
tbebr  reprefentative  capacities,  who  (halt  vote  viva  vpce. 

HI.  Elei5tors  ihall,  in  all  cstfe^,  excJept  treafon,"felony,  andbreach 
pr  furety  of  the  pekce,  be  privileged  from  ^rreft  duiing  th^ir  ^tteri4- 
fixsce  at  eledipofc,  and  \n  going  ^o  and  returtiin^  from  them, 

ARTICLE    JV. 

L  The  houfc  pf  repi^efentatives  ftiall  have  the  fole  po^^er  of  imr 
peaching.  ' 

II.  All  impeachments  (hall  be  tried  by' the  fenate.  When  fitting 
foi-  that  purpofe,  the  fenator^  (hall  be  upon  path  or  af^rmation.  Noi 
pcdon  (h^l  be  conviAed  withpyt  the  toiifctirfence  of  two-thirds  of ' 
the  members  prefent. 

III.  The  govemof,  an^'^l^'ptJic*'  ciyft  pfficdri,  under  this  com^ 
monweakh^  -fliaii  be  liable  to  inipeachfiiittit'fof-  knj^  mifaemeatior  m 
ofifei  but  judgAent,  in  fuch  eaf<!y,-ljil3l'  pert  <»t#a^  faitVf  &ati'' 
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\q  removal  fipm  office^  and  di{qpalific^j:ioa  to  bold  siny  office  of  ^o« 
nour,  tniil  pf  profit,  uod^c  tfijs  comjnpnwealth.  The  party,  whether 
convified  or  acquittec|,  IhaU  neverthekfs  be  jiable  to  indidflftent,  trialf 
j[uc)ginent  and  punifliment  according  to  law* 

ARTICLE    V. 

I.  The  judicial  power  of  this  commonwealth  (ball  be  veftcd  in  « 
^preme  court,  in  courts  of  oy^r  and  terminer  and  general  jaS  de- 
livery, in  a  court  pf  cpippfipri  pl^s,  orphans*  court,  regifters^  courts, 
sind  a  court;  of  quar^qr.  f^ffions  yf  the  peaqe  for  each  county,  in,  juf- 
^jces  of  the  peace,  an.d  ^ch  other  courts  as  the  kgii^Jtture  may,  fcowi 
^e  to  tiiij^,  eft^hli^b, 

IL  The  judgp^  of  tl^,  fupi?eme  court,  and  of  the  fen^eral.  cpurti 
©f  cpfpmpn  pleas,  il^aH  hp}dr  th^ir  o^e$  duriqg  good  bchavioiir ;. 
feut  jfor  any  rea(ppab}e.capf^  yihkh  flwll  not  be  fuffideot  ground  o£ 
impeachment,  th^  goyerjior  may  remove  any  of  them,  «in  the  ad«* 
drefs  of  two-thirds  of  each  branch,  of  the  JegJAlitttrc^  Tbejudgeft 
of  the  fiipr^raie  coujt,  apd  the  prefidentB  of  the  fev^ral  c^urt&  of 
cpnimoi)  pl^as,  fhalU  at  flawed  tiines,  rcceiyf/for  their  ferviccs^aa 
adeqjuj^t^  cpropeafttion,  to  be  6xe/i  by  law,  which  (hall  notibcdi*. 
ipjpj&ed.d^ri^^  their  coruinp^nce  inofice ;  but  theyfliall  receive  om 
fees  or  perquifites  of  ogcf,  nor  hold  any  other  office^  of  profit ^undoTt 
this  conv^on  wealth. 

,  111.  Tjhe  jurifdicaisn  of  the  fuprcmc  court  ibaH  extend  cwrertW 
&ate;  and  the  judges,  thereof  (ball,  by  virtue  of.  their  offices,  \m 
juftkes  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  ddwccy  in  the  fijyerali 
counties. 

IV*  Until  it  (l^all  be  otberwife  directed  by  lawt  the  fever^  courts 
of  common  pleas  (hall  be  efiabliihed.in  the  fbUowing  opanner:  Thcu 
^vernor  fliall  .appoint,  in. each  county,  notiewer  than  three,  nof« 
more  than  four  judges,  who,  during  their  continuance  in  dftocr 
(haU.  refide  in.  fuch  county*  The  State  (hiU  be  dhdded  by  law  4nto  « 
circuits,  none  of  which  (hall  include  more  thaa  fix,  norf<^wer-thaa^ 
thi«e  counties.  A  prefident  fliall  be  appointed  of.^the  courts^in  eaclM 
circuit,  who,  during  his  contmuanccJa  officii  &all  refide. th^iicia«^ 
The  prefident  and  judges,  any.  two  of  whom  .(hall  he.ai^uontiny. 
fiiall  compofe  the  refpe£tive  courts  of  common  pleas. 

V*  The  judges  of  the  court  .ofcommaitpleasy  in  ^ach»<:ounty, 
(hali>  by  virtue  of.  their  oflioes, .  be. juiUces  of  oyer  and  terouoer^and* 
general  jail  delivery,  for  the  trial  of  capital  and  other  .o&ndersJiie&u^i* 

any 
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any  two  of  th^faid  judges^  the  prefident  being  one^  fliail  befl^dil' 
rum ;  but  they  (hall  not  hold  a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  or  ja3 
delivery  in  any  county,  when  the  judges  of  the  iuptenae  court,  oi' 
any  of  them,  (liall  be  fitting  in  the  fame  county.  The  party  accufed^ 
as  well  as  the  commonwealth,  may,  under  fuch  regulations  as  fliall 
be  prefcribed  by  law^  ren^oVe  the  indi£ta^bt  and  proceedings^  or  a 
tranfcript  thereof,  into  the  fupremc  court. 

VI.  The  fupreme  court  and  the  feveral  courts  of  common  pleai 
ihall,  befide  the  powers  heretofore  ufually  excrcifcd  by  them,  have 
the  powers  of  a  court  of  chancery,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  perpc- 
tuatmg.teftimony,  the  obtaining  of  evidence  from  places  not  within 
the  State,  and  the  care  of  the  perfons  and  eftates  of  thofe  who  are 
mn  compotes  mentis ;  and  the  legiflature  fliall  veft  in  the  fsSid  courts 
fuch  other  powers,  to  grant  relief  in  equity,  as  fliall  be  found  ne^ 
ceiTary ;  and  may,  from  time  to  tinie,  enlarge  or  diminifli  thofe 
powers,  or  veft  them  in  fuch  other  courts  as  they  fliall  judge  proper 
^t  the  due  adminiftration  of  juftice. 

VII.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  each  county^ 
any  two  of  whom  fliall  be  a  quorum,  fliall  compofe  the  court  of 
quarter  feffions  of  the  peace  and  orphans*  court  thereof ;  aind  the 
regifter  of  wills,  together  with  the  faid  judges,  or  any  two  of  themi^ 
fliall  compofe  the  regifter's  court  of  each  county. 

VIII.  The  judges  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  fliall,  within 
Aeir  refpe^ive  counties,  have  the  like  powers  with  the  judges  of 
the  fupreme  court,  to  iifue  writs  of  certiorari  to  the  juftices  of  the 
peace,  and  to  caufe  their  proceedings  to  be  brought  before  thep, 
and  the  like  right  and  juflice  to  be  done. 

IX.  The  prefident  of  the  court  in  each  circuit,  within  fuch  cir* 
cuit,  and  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  within  their  re- 
fpe£tive  counties,  fliall  be  juftices  of  the  peace  fo  far  as  relates  to 
criminal  mauers. 

X.  The  governor  fliall  appoint  a  competent  number  of  juftiqes  of 
the  peace,  in  fuch  convenient  diftri6ts  tn  each  county,  as  are  or  fhall 
be  directed  by  law ;  they  fliall  be  conuniffioned  during  good  beha- 
vimir,  but  may  be  removed  on  conviction  of  mifbehaviour  in  oflice, 
«r  of  any  in&mous  crime,  br  on  the  addrefs  of  both  houfes  of  the 
legiflature. 

XI.  ^  regifter*8  office  for  the  probate  of  wills  and  granting  letters 
of  adminiflration,  and  an  office  for  the  recording  of  deeds,  fliall  be 
kept  in  each  county. 

XILThe 
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Xn.  The  ftylc  t)f  all  procefles  (hall  be,  The  commonwealth  qf 
I'ennfylvania ;  all  profecution^  (h^ll  be  i:arrie(l  on^  in  the  name  and 
^y  the  authority  of  the  cottimonwealth  of  Pcnnf}  Ivania,  and  con- 
dude^  agaiffft  t/jf  peace  ^nd  dignity  bfthefame* 

ARtlCLE  VI.. 
.  L  Sheriffs  aft^  coroirers  fliall^  at  the  Vunes  and  places  of  eleAiotl 
f)f  reprefentativcis,  be  chofen  hy  the  citizens  of  each  county*  Two 
|}erfons  fliall  be  chofen  for  each  office,  one  of  whogi|  for  each  ref<« 
pe^iively,  fhall  be  appointed  by  the  governor.  They  Ihal!  hold  their 
tjfficcs  for  three  years,  if  they  (hall  fo  long  behave  thcmfelves  well, 
and  until  a  fucce(ror  be  .duly  ^u^fied ;  \x^  no  perfon  (hall  be  ^wicd 
.chofen  Qt  appoicjjied  (terifF  in  any  terto  of  fix  years.  Vacancies  ia 
either  of  the  faid  oifice^  (hall  J)e  filled  by  a  new  appointijient  to  be 
made  by  the  governor,  to  continue  Mntil  the  next  geoeral  ele^ion, 
•and  un|il  a  fnCQe(ror  (liall  be;  chosen  and  qnadified  at  atbrefaid. 

II.  The  freemcn.of  this  commonwealth  (liaH  be  annec)  aad  difci^ 
;plined  Jpor-  it^  defence.  Thofe  who  confcientioufly  fcruple  to  bear 
armf,^^^^al|,  t)ot  be  compelled  to  do  fp,  t^ut  iliall  pay  an  equivalent 
for  perfonal  fervice.  The  militia  officers  (hall  be  app6inted  in  iiu;h 
«ianner  ^nij,  for;  luch  tinene  ?18.  (hall  be  direfted  by  law^  . .    . 

^  HI.  Prothpnotariies,  derks  of  the  peace,  aod  orphans*  courts,  re* 
cprders  of.  de^ds^  regifters  of  wills,  and  (heriffs,  (hall  keep  their  of^ 
Aces  ijj^th^,c9\inty  tpMrn.  of  the  county  in  which  they  refpe£tivclf 
ftall  be.  officers^  ,unlefs  when  the  gqyernor  (haU,  for  fpecial  reafont^ 
difpenfe"  therewith  for  any  term  not  exceeding  five  years,  after  the 
county  ^^all  hav,e  been  eredled. 

ly^  Ail  commiAions  (hall  be  in  the.  name  stod  by  the  nuthori^ 
qi  the.^cpmi^oijiweaUh  of  Fennfylvania,  and  be  fealed  with  the  ftate 
feal,  and  $gned  hy  the  governor. 

,  y. ^, The  (late  tre^fufer  (hall  be  appointed  annwalty  by  the  joint 
i^te  of  tiiQ  member^  of  both  boufes  $  all  other  oncers,  in  the  treafury 
<^epartn:|ent,,.  attqrnies  at  law,  election  o$c^rs,  officers  reUtiiig  to 
taxes,  to  the  poor  and  highways,  conftables,  and  other  townfli^ 
c^oerpii  ihall  be  appointed  in  fuch  manner  as  is  or  (hall  be  directed 

bylaw.  .     ,       . 

A.KTICLE    VII. 

L  The.  legidatune  (Iiall,  as  foon  as.^oi^vemeptly.may  be,  provide 
by  law  for  the  eftabli(hment  of  fchools  throughout  the  State,  in  fuch 
tuanoer  t^t  the  poor  may  be  taught  gratis. 

VoL.U.  *3M  XL  The 
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II.  The  arts  and  fcienccs  (hall  be  promoted  in  one  or  more  fcmi* 
naries  of  learning. 

III.  The  rights,  privileges,  immunities,  and  eftatcs  of  reiigioui 
focietics  and  corporate  bodies,  (hail  remain  as  if  the  conftitutionof  thif 
Sute  had  not  been  altered  or  amended. 

ARTICLE    Vni. 
Members  of  the  general  Aflfembly,  and  all  officers,  executive  and 
judicial,  (liall  be  bound  by  oath  or  s^rmation  to  fupport  the  confti- 
tution  of' this  commonwealth,  and  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  re- 
fpedivc  offices  with  fidelity. 

A^RTICLE    IX. 

That  the  general,  great,  and  e(rentiai  principles  of  liberty 
and  free  government  may  be  recognifcd  and  unalterably 
cftablifhcd,  We  declare, 

I.  Tbat  all  mte  are  bom  equally  free  and  independent,  and  havd 
certaio*  inherent  and  indefeafible  rights,  among  which  are  Chbfc  of 
enjoying  and  defending  life  and  liberty,  of  acquiring,  pofTeffing,  and 
protedtng  property  and  reputation,  and  of  purfuing  their  Qvnt  hap* 
pinefs. 

II.  That  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  people ;  and  all  free  govern-' 
ments  are  founded  on  their  authority,  and  inftituted  for  their  peace, 
fafety  and  happkiefs.  For  the  advancement  of  thofe  ends,  they  have^ 
at  all  times,  an  unalienable  and  indefeafibte  right  to  alter,  Reform, 
or  abolifli  their  government,  in  fuch  manner  as  they  may  think 
proper. 

III.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  iDdefca(ible  rrght  to  worihip 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  dilates  of  their  own  Confciences ; 
that  no  man  can,  of  right,  be  compelled  to  attend,  ere£^,  or  fupport 
any  place  of  worfliip,  or  to  maintain  any  miniftry,  againft  his  cou- 
fent ;  that  no  human  authority'  can,  in  any  cafe  whatever,  control 
or  interfere  with  the  rights  of  confcience ;  and  that  no  preference 
fliall  ever  be  given,  by  law,  to  any  religious  eihibiifhments  or  modes 
of  w(Hihip. 

IV.  That  no  perfon,  who  acknowledges  the  being  of  sr  God,  and 
9  future  (late  of  rewards  and  puniftiments,  ,fhall,  on  account  of  hit' 
religious  fentiments,  be  difqualified  to  hold  any  office  or  place  of 
truil  or  profit  under  this  commonwealth. 

V.  Tliat  eleSioQS  (hall  be  free  and  equal. 

VI.  That* 
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Vt  That  trial  by  jury  ihall  be  as  heretofore,  and  the  right  thereof 
remain  inviolate. 

VII.  That  the  printing  preffes  fhall  be  free  to  every  perfon,  who 
undertakes  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  Icgiflature  or  any 
branch  of  government ;  and  no  law  fhall  ever  be  made  to  reftrain 
the  right  thereof.  The  free  communiratioa  of  thoughts  and  opinions 
is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man ;  and  every  citizen  may  freely 
fpeak,  write,  and  print  on  any  fubje(fl,  being  refponfible  for  the 
abufe  of  that  liberty.  In  profecutions  for  the  publication  qf  pa- 
pers, inveftigating  the  official  condu<5t  of  officers,  or  men  in  a  public 
capaci^,'or  where  the  matter  publifhed  is  proper  for  public  informa- 
tion, the  truth  thereof  may  be  given  in  evidence.  And,  in  all  in-, 
di^ments  for  Jibels,  the  j[ury  (hall  have  a  right  to  determine  the  law 
and  the  fafts,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  as  in  other  cafes. 

Vni.  That  the  people  (hall  be  fecure  in  their  peribns,  houfes, 
papers  and  poifeffions,  from  unreafonable  fearches  and  feizures ;  and 
that  no  warrant  to  fearch  any  place,  or  to  fcize  any  perfon  or  things, 
ihall  iflue  without  defcribing  them  as  nearly  as  may  be,  nor  without 
pjobable  caufe,  fupported  by  oath  or  affirmation. 

IX.  That,  in  all  criminal  profecutions,  the  accufed  hath  a  righ 
to  be  heard  by  himfelf  and  his  <;ouncil ;  to  demand  the  nature  and 
caufe  of  I  be  acgufation  ugainft  .him ;  tp  meet  the  witnefles  face  to 
face;  to  have  compulfory.  procefs  for  obtaining  witnefles  in  his  fa- 
vour; and,  in  profecutions  by  indidlpient  or  information,  a  fpeedy 
public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  vicinage ;  that  he  cannot  be 
compelled  to  give  evidence  againft  himfelf;  nor  can  he  be  deprived 
of  bis  lifci  liberty  or  property,  unlefs  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers, 
or  the  law  of  the  land. 

X-  That  no  perfon  fhall,  for  any  indlflable  offence,  be  proceeded 
againil  criminally  by  information,  except  in  cafes  arifing  in  the  land 
or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  adtual  fervice,  in  time  of 
war  or  public  danger,  or,  by  leave  of  the  court,  for  oppreffion  and 
mjfdemefinor  in  pffice.  No  perfon  fliall,  for  the  feme  offence,  be 
twice  put  in  Jeopardy  qf  life  or  limb  ;  nor  fliall  any  man's  property 
b^  taken  or  applied  to  publiq  ufe  without  theconfent  of  hi^repre- 
fehtatives,  and  without  juft  compenfation  being  made, 

5CI.  That  all  courts  fhall  be  open ;  and  every  m^n,,  for  an  injury 
done  him  in  his  lands^  goods,  perfon  or  reputation,  flial]  have  re- 
medy by  the  due  courfe  of  law,  and  right  and  juflice  adminiflered 
without  fide,  denial  or  delay.   Suits  may  be  brought  againfl  the  com- 

*  3  M  a  Hionwealth 
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jponwealth  in  luch  manner,  in  fuch  courts,  and  in  fiieh  cafcs^  as  tlie 
Icgiflature  may  hy  law  dire<^. 

XII.  That  no  power  of  Aifpending  laws  (hajl  be  excrcifed,  unle& 
by  the  legiflature  or  its  authority. 

XIII.  That  cxceiSvc  bail  (hall  not  be  required,  nor  exceffive  fines 
impofed,  nor  cruel  punifhments  infli£led^ 

XIV.  That  all  prifoners  fliall  be  bailable  by  fufficient  fureties,  unlefs 
for  capital  offences,  when  the  proof  is  evident  or  prefumptioa  gr^at; 
and  the  privileges  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  fliall  not  be  fuf-. 
pended,  unlefs  when,  in  cafes  of  rebellion  or  invafion,  the  public 
fafety  may  require  it. 

*  XV.  That  no  cooimiflion  of  oyer  ancl  terminer  or  jail  delivery 
fliall  be  iiTued.  ^ 

XVI.  That  the  perfon  of  a  debtor,  where  there  is  not  ftrong  pre- ' 
fumption  of  fraud,  fliall  not  be  continued  i,n  ftfifoa  after  d-clivering 
vp  his  eflate  for  tlie  benefit  of  his  creditors,  in  fich  Planner  as  fliaU 
be  prcfcribed  by  law. 

XVII.  That  no  ex  poft  faSla  law,  nor  any  \m  impairing  contra^s^ 
fliall  be  made. 

XVIII.  Tha^  no  perfon  fliall  be  attainted  of  lreafoj(i  or  felony  by 
the  legiflature. 

XIX.  That  no  attainder  fliall  worljc  corruptbn  of  blood,  nor,  ex'^ 
cept  during  the  life  of  the  offender,  forfeiture  of  eftatc  to  the  com- 
monwealth; tliat  the  eftatea;  of  fucK  pcrfons  as  ftiall  deflrdy  t|ieir 
own  lives,  fliall  defcend  or  veft  as  in  cafe  of  tiatural  deatf!^  ;  apd  i^ 
any  perfon  fliall  be  killed  by  cafualty,  there  fliall  be  ^o.  foi'jEeiturc  by 
reafon  thereof. 

XX.  That  the  citizens  have  a  ri^ht,  in  a  peacea^e  manner,  to.  af- 
femble  together  for  the^r  common  good,  ^nd  to,  apply  to  thofe  in- 
vefled  with  the  powers  of  goyernment  foi^  redrefs  of  grievances,  or 
other  proper  purpofes,  by  petition,  addrefs  or  remonl^ance. 

XXI.  .That  the  right  of  the  citizens  to  bear  arms^  in  defence  of 
themfelves  and  the  State,  fliall  not  be  queftioned. 

XXII.  That  no  ftanding  army  fliall;  in  time  of  peace,  be  kept 
up  without  the  confent  of  the  legiflature :  and  the  military  fliall,  in 
all  cafes;  and  at  all  times,  be  in  ftri£l  fubordination  to  tlie  iciyil 
power. 

XXIII.  That  no  foldier  fliall,.  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in 
any  houfe  without  the  cortfent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war,  but 
in  a  manner  to  be  prefcribed  by  law*  . 

.         ^  XXi^.That 
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XXIV.  That  thfe  legiflature  Ihall  not  grant  any  titl<e  of  nobility  or 
bereditarjr  diftin6tion,  nor  create  any  office,  the  appomtment  ta 
which  fliall  be  for  a  longer  term  than  during  good  behavipun 

XXV.  Xhat  emigration  from  the  State  Ihall  not  be  prohibited, 

XXVI.  To  guard  againft  tranfgreffions  of  the  high  powers  whicl^ 
we  have  delegated,  We  declare,  That  every  thing  in  this  article  is 
excepted  out  of  the  general  powers  of  government^  and  fliall  for 
ever  remain  inviolate. 

SCHEDULE, 

That  no  inconvenience  may  arife  from  the  alterations  an(^ 

amendments  in  the  conftitution  of  this  commonwealth, 

and'  in  or<ier  to  carry  the  fame  into  complete  operation, 

jt  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained, 

I.  That  al}  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  in  force  at  the  time  of 

making  the  faid  alterations  and  amendments  in  the  £iid  conftitution, 

and  not  incon(i%nt  therewith,  and  all  rio;hts,  a£lions,  profecutions, 

daims  and  cohtrads,  as  well  of  individuals  as  of  bodies  corporate, 

ihall  continue  as  if  the  fajd  ^Iterations  and  amendments  had  not  been 

ixiade*  • 

n.  That  the  prefident  and  fuprepje  executive  council  fliall  con- 
tinue to  exercife  the  executive  authority  of  this  commonwealth  as 
heretofore,  until  the  third  Tuefday  of  December  next ;  but  no  in- 
termediate vacancies  in  the  council  (hall  be  fupplied  by  new  elections. 

III.  Tl^t  all  officers  in  the  appointment  of  the  executive  depart- 
inent  fhall  continue  in  the  exercife  of  the  duties  of  theu*  refpe6tive 
pffices  until  the  firll  day  of  Septernber,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  unlefs  their  commiffions  fliall  fooner  expire  by  their 
pwn  limitations,  or  the  faid  offices  become  vacant  by  death  or  r&- 
fignation,  and  no  longer,  unlefs  re-appointed  and  comraiffioned  by 
the  governor ;  except  that  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  fliall  hold 
their  offices  for  the  terms  in  their  commiffions  refpedively  exprefled. 

IV.  That  juftice  fliall  be  adniiniftered  in  the  fevcral  counties  of 
this  State,  until  the  period  afbrefaid,  by  the  fame  jufl^es,  in  the, 
latfiie  courts,  and  in  the  fame  manner  as  heretofore. 

.  V.  That  no  perfon,  now  in  commiflfon  as  flieriff,  fli^U  be  eligible 
at  the  next  eleftion,  for  a  longer  term  than  will,   with  tne  time 
which  he  fliall  have  feryedin  the  faid  off cfi  conpp}etpthe.term  of . 
three  years.  '  -.,•;., 
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Vt.  That,  until  the  firft  enumeration  fliall  b^  made,  as  dire6te4 
in  the  fourth  fe6tion  of  the  firft  article  of  the  conftitution,  eftablilhcd 
by  this  convention,  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  feverai  counties 
fhall  be  refpedtively  entitled  to  ele<5t  the  fame  number  of  reprcfeuta-- 
tives  as  is  now  prefcribed  by  law. 

VII.  That  the  firft  fenate  fhall  confift  of  eighteen  membcrSf  to  b^ 
chofen  in  diftri^ts,  formed  as  follows,  to  wit :  The  city  of  Phila- 
delphia  and  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Delaware  fhall  be  a 
diftri^,  and  ele6t  three  fenators ;  the  county  of  Chefter  ihall  be  a 
diftrift,  and  (hall  eleft  one  fenator :  the  county  of  Bucks  fliall  be  a  dif-* 
trift,  and  fliall  eledt  one  fenator :  the  county  of  Montgomery  fiiall 
be  ^  diftrid,  and  fliall  eleft  one  fenator  :  the  county  of  Northamp-* 
ton  fliall  be  a  diflri^t,  and  fliall  ele6t  br.e  fenator ;  the  c&unties  of 
Lancafter  and  York  fliall  be  a  diftri(5t,  and  fiiall  ele6t  three  fenators ; 
the  counties  of  Berks  and  Dauphin  ftiall  be  a  diftri£t,  and  fliall  ele^t 
two  fenators :  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  MiffUn,  fliall  b^  a 
diftri(5l,  and  fliall  ele6t  one  fenator ;  the  counties  of  Northumber- 
land, Luzerne  and  Huntingdon,  ftiall  be  a  diftrid,  and  Qutll  ek6^ 
one  fenator:  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Franklin  fliall  be  a  diftridt, 
and  fliall  eleiEl:  one  fenator:  the  coimties  of  Weftmoreland  and  Al- 
legany fliall  be  a  diftri«^>  and  fliall  eled  one  fenator ;  and  the  coun- 
ties of  Wafliington  and  Fayette,  fhall  be  ^  diftri,^,  and  ftiall  cleft 
two  fenators ;  which  fenators  fliall  fcrve  until  the  firft  enumeration 
before  mentioned  fliall  be  made,  and  the  reprefentation  in  both' 
houfes  of  the  legiflature  fliall  be  eftabliflied  by  hw,  and  d;iofen  as 
in  the  conflitution  is  diredled.  Any  vaca^ncies  which  fliall  happen  in 
the  fenate,  within  the  faid  time,  fiiall  be  fupp lied  as  prefcribed  ii^ 
the  nineteenth  fe^bn  of  the  firft  article. 

VIII.  That  the  eledion  of  fenators  ftiall  be  conducted,  and  the 
returns  thereof  made  to  the  fenate,  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  pre- 
fcribed by  the  election  laws  of  the  State  for  conducing  and  making; 
return  of  the  election  of  reprSentatives.    In  thofe  diftri^s,  which 

^  confift  of  more  than  one  county,  the  judges  of  the  diftri6t  ^leftions; 
within  each  county,  after  hs^ving  formed  a  return  of  the  whole  eleftion 
within  that  county,  in  fuch  nrianne^  as  rs  direfted  by  law,  ^all  fend 
the  fame,  by  one  or  more  of  their  numbcF,^  to  the  placi^  hei;ein,  after, 
mentioned  within  the  diftriA  of  which  fuch  county  is  a  part,  wherp 
thiB  judges  fo  met  fliai!  comp«tre  and  t:aft  up  the  feverai  county  re- 
turns, and  execute,  under  their  hands  and  feals,  one  general  and  true 
return  for  the  whole  diftrift ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  judges  of  the  dif- 

trift 
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XtiSi  compofed  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  counties  of  Phi*, 
ladelphia  and  Delaware,  ihall  meet  in  the  State-hotife  in  the  city  o£ 
Philadelphia ;  the  judges  of  the  diftriA  compofed  of  the  counties  of 
Lancafter  and  York  fliall  meet  at  the  court-houfe  in  the  county  of 
LaiKafter ;  the  judges  of  the  diftrid  compofed  of  the  counties  of 
fierks  and  Dauphin  ihall  meet  at  Middletown  in  the  county  of  Berks  $ 
the  judges  of  the  diftriA  compofed  of  the  counties  of  Cumberland 
:ind  Mifflin  ihall  meet  in  Oreenwood  townfhip,  county  of  Cumber- 
land, at  the  houfc  now  occupied  by  David  Miller ;  the  judges  of 
the  diftdd  compofed  of  the  counties  of  Northumberland,  Luzerne^ 
and  Huntingdon,  ihall  meet  in  the  town  of  Sunl^ury ;  the  judges.of 
the.  diftridt  compofed  of  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Franklin  iliall 
meet  at  the  houfe  now  occupied  by  John  Dickey,  in  Air  townfliip, 
Bedford  county ;  the  judges  of  the  diftridt  compoied  of  the  countie* 
of  Weilnwreland  and  Allegany  fliall  meet  in  Wcftmoncland  county^ 
at  the  court«houfe  in  the  town  of  Greenfborough  f  and  the  judges  of 
the  diftridt  compofed  of  the  counties  of  Wafhington  and  Fayette 
ihall  meet  at  the  court-houfe  in  the  town  of  Waihidgton,  in  Wafli- 
ington  county,  on  the  third  Tue(day  in  October  refpedively  for  the 
purpo&s  aforefaid. 

IX.  That  the  elc6Hon  of  the  governor  (hall  be  conduced,  in  the 
Several  counties,  in  the  manner  prefcribed  by  the  laws  of  the  Stat« 
for  the  eledtion  of  reprefentatives  j  and  the  returns  in  each  county, 
iliall  be  fealed  by  the  judges  of  the  elections,  and  tranfmitt^  to 
the  prefident  of  the  fupreme  ^^xecutive  council,  diredcd  to  thfr 
ipeaker  of  the  fenate,.  as  foon  after  the  election  as  may  be. 

Done  in  Convention  the  fecond  day  of  September,  in  the, 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufiind  feven  hundred  and  ninety,, 
and  of  the  independence  of  the  tjnited  States  of  America, 
tlie  fifteenth.  In  teftimony  whereof  we  h^ve  hereunto, 
fubfcribed  our  names.  . 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  PREsiDE!fT. 
James  Wilson,  &c.  &c. 
Joseph  Redman,  Secretary. 
Jacob  Shallus,  AffiHant  Secretary. 


Among  otlier  ufeful  laws  of  this  State,  of  a  public  nature,  are, 

one  that  declares  all  rivers  and  creeks  to  be  highways ;  a  law  for 

'    '  »  the 
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iWe  emancipation  of  negroes,  already  mentioned^  a  bankrupt laW| 
nearly  on  the  model  of  the  bankrupt  laws  of  England;  and  in  this 
year,  1794,  the  legiflature  of  Pennfylvania,  with  a  view  to  foftea 
the  rigour  of  penal  law^  have  paiTed  an  aft,  declaring  that  no  crime^ 
lexcept  murder  of  the  firft  degree,  (liall  be  punifhed  with  death.—^ 
Murder  of  the  firft  degree  is  defined  to  be,  a  killing  by  means  of 
poifon,  by  lying  in  wait,  or  with  other  kind  of  wilful,  deliberate^ 
premeditated  intention,  or  which  ihall  be  committed  in  the  prepa- 
ration or  attempt  to  perpetrate  any  arfon,  rape,  robbery,  or  bur* 

All  other  kinds  of  killing  fliall  be  deemed  murder  iii  the  fecond 
degree.    The  kind  of  murder  to  be  afcertained  by  a  juiy. 

Perfons  liable  to  be  profecuted  for  petit  treafon  Ihall  be  proceeded 
•galnft  and  punidied  as  in  <»ther  cafed  of  murder. 

High  treafon  is  punifhed  with  confinement  in  prifon  and  the  pern- 
Itntiary  houfe,  not  lefs  than  fix,  nor  more  than  twelve  years. 

Rape  not  iefs  than  ten,  nor  more  than  twenty-one  yeats. 

Murder  of  the  fecond  degree  not  lefs  than  five,  nor  more  than 
tighteeD  yearsv 

Fotgery  not  lefs  than  four,  nor  more  than  fifteen  years,  with  pay- 
ikient  of  a  fine  not  to  exceed  one  thoufand  dollars. 

Manfiaughter  not  lefs  than  two,  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and 
^ving  fecurity  for  good  behaviour  during  life. 

Maiming  not  lefs  than  two^  ;ior  more  than  ten  years,  with  a  fine 
not  exceeding  one  thoufand  dollars. 

Perfons  being  charged  with  involuntary  manfiaughter,  the  attor- 
iMy-ffcneral,  with  leave  of  the  court,  may  wave  the  felony,  and  pro- 
•oeed  againft  them  as  for  a  mifdemeanor,  and  give  In  evidence  any 
a&  of  manfiaughter ;  or  the  attorney  may  charge  both  pfiences  in 
the  fame  indiftment,  and  the  jury  may  acquit  the  perfon  of  one  or 
both* 

The  benefit  of  the  clergy  is  for  ever  aboliffied. 


STATE 
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DELAWARE, 

SITUATION,   EXTENT,   &c. 

JL  HIS  S^tfc  is  fitiiatcd  between  38^  30',  and  40**  north  latitude^ 
^nd  o**  and  i*^  45' wefl  longitude.  It  is  ninety-ttro  miles  long,  an4 
twenty-four  miles  broad.  It  is  bounded  on  the  eaft,  by  the  river  and| 
bay  qf  the  fame  name,  and  the  Atlantic  ocean;  on  the  fouth,  by  a  line 
from  Fenwick's-ifland,  in  latitude  38^  29'  30'^^  drawn  weft  till  it  in* 
terfe^ls  what  is  commonly  called  the.  (angent  line,  dividing  it  froix^ 
tJje  State  of  Maryland ;  on  the  we(t,  by  the  <aid  tangent  Hoc,  paf- 
fing  northward  up  the  peninfula,  till  it  touches  the  weftem  part  o€ 
the  territorial  circle;  and  ^encc  on  the  north,  by  the  £iid  circle^ 
fleferibed  ^ith  a  radius  of  twelve  piles  about  the  town  of  New- 
faille. 

This  State  appears  to  have  derived  its  name  from  Lord  DekrwaK^ 
^ho  comjrfeiedthe  fettlement  of  Virginia. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY^  SOIL  AND  PRODUCTIONS. 

The  State  of  Delaware,  the  uppef  parts  of  the  county  of  JJew- 
^aftle  excepted,  is,  to  fpeak  generally,  extremely  low  and  level. 
Lai^  quantities  of  ftagnant  water,  at  particular  feafons  of  the  year, 
overfpreading  a  great  proportion  of  the  land,  render  it  equally  unfit 
for  the  purpofes  pf  agriculture,  and  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  in- 
hatbitants.  The  fpinc,  or  higheft  ridge  of  the  peninfula,  runs 
through  the  State  of  Delaware,  inchned  to  the  eaftern  or  Delaware 
fide.  It  is  defignated  in  Suifex,  Kent,  and  part  of  Newcaftlecounty, 
by  a  remarkable  chain  of  fwamps,  from  which  the  waters  defcend  on 
each  iid^,  paffing  on  ^  eaft  to  th^  Delaware,  and  on  the  weft  to  the 
phefapeak.  Many  of  the  ihrubs  a^nd  plants  growing  in  thefc  fwamps 
arc  fimilar  to  thofe  found  on  the  higheft  mountains. 

Delaware  is  chiefly  an  agricultural  State.  It  Includes  a  very  fertile 
^aft  of  country ;  and  fcarcely  any  part  of  the  Union  can  be  fele6ted 
more  adajpted .  to  the  diiferent  purpofes  of  a|;rict^ure.  ot  in  which'  a 

greater 
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greater  variety  of  the  moft  iifcful  produdions  can  be  fo  convenicntTy 
;9nd  plentifully  reared.  The  foil  alonjg;  the  Delaware  river,  and 
ftom  eight  to  ten  miles  into  the  interior  country,  is  generally  a  rich 
clay,  producing  large  ti^nbcr,  and  well  adapted  to  the  various  pur- 
pofes  of  agriculture.  From  thence  to  the  fwamps  above  meotione4 
ijbe  foil  is  light,  liindy,  and  of  an  inferior  quality* 

The  general  afpe6t  of  the  country  is  very  favourable  for  cultiva* 
)tk>n.  Excepting  fome  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  county  of  Newcaftle, 
the  furfacc  of  the  State  is  very  little  broken,  or  irregular.  The 
heights  of  Chriftiana  are  lofty  and  commanding ;  (ome  of  the  hills  pf 
^Brandywihe  are  rough  and  flony  |  but  defcending  from  thefe^  and  a 
few  others^  the  lower  country  is  fo  little  diveriified  as  almofl  to  form 
on«e  extended  plain.  In  the  county  oi  Newcaftle,  the  foil  coniiils  of  a 
firong  9lay ;  in  Kent,  there  is  a  confiderable  mixture  of  fand  ;  and 
in  Suflex,  the  quantity  of  fand  altogether  predominates.  Wheat  is 
the  flaple  of^his  State;  it  grqws  lyere  in  fuch  perfection  as  not 
only  to  be  particularly  fopght  by  the  manufacturers  of  flour  through* 
out  t^e  Union,  but  alfo  to  be  djftinguifiied  and  preferred^  for  its  fu.* 
pprior  qualifies,  in  foreign  marl^ets.  This  wheat  poifeiTes  an  uncom** 
mon  foft^efs  ai|d  whit^nefs,  very  favourable  to  th^  manufacture  of 
fupcrfine  flour,  and  in  other  refpeCts  far  exceeds  the  hard  and  flinty 
|pra}n^  raifed  in  g^ner^il  on  the  high  lands.  Befldes  wheat,  this  State 
generally  produces  plentif\il  crops  of  Indian  corn,  barley,  rye,  oats, 
fiax,  i)ucl^*whcat,  and  potatoes.  It  likewife  abounds  in  natural  and  ar* 
tiflctal  meadows,  containing  a  large  variety  of  grafles.  Hemp, 
.«ot]U)n9  ^nd  filk,  if  prpperly  attf^ndj^d  to^  4oubtlef$  would  ^ourifh 
yerywell. 

The  eaftem  fide  of  the  State  is  indented  with  a  large  number  of 
creeks,  or  fipall  rivers,  which  generally  have  a  ihort  courf<?,  nu- 
fnerous  fhoafs  and  fbft  banks,  fl^ifted  with  ve;ry  exteniive  nnarfhes, 
.  aijd  en^pty  into  the  river  and  bay  of  Delawafe.  In  t^e  fpqthern  and 
weftern  parts  of  thjs  State  fpring  the  hegd  waters  of  Pocomokc, 
Wicomico,  Nanticpke,  Choptank,  Chefler,  Safl!afras,  and  Bohem^ 
rivers,  ^1  fallii^g  intp  phefapeafc  bay,  and  fqme  of  them  navi- 
gable twenty  pf  thirtjr  miles  into  thp  country,  fpv  vefFcls  of  fifty  qr 
fixty  tons. 

The  county  of  Suffer  befides  producing  a  confider^l^  qimnt\Qr 
of  grain,  particularly  of  Indiap  corn,  poflTefles  ex^Uept  g^xing 
lands.  This  comity  alfo  exports  v^ry  large  quantities  of  lumber,  ob* 
l^inpd  chiefly  from  ai^  exte^iilye  fwamp,  calle^  thf.  Indian  f^ver  qr 

»  Cypref(( 
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^yprets  Swamp,  lying  partly  within  this  State,  and  partly  ia  the 
State  of  Maryland.  This  morafs  extends  fix  miles  from  eail  to  weilv 
and  nearly  twelve  ffom  north  to  fouth,  including  an  area  of  fieariy 
fifty  thoufand  acres  of  land.  The  whole  of  this  fwamp  is  a  h^  add 
level  bafon,  very  wet^  though  undoubtedly  the  higheft  land  between 
the  fea  and  the  bay»  whence  the  Focomoke  defcendson  one  fide,  and 
Indian  river  and  St.  Martin's  on  the  other.  This  fwamp  contains  » 
great  variety  of  plants,  trees,  wild  beafis,  birds,-  and  reptiles^. 

In  the  county  of  SulTex,  among  the  branches  of  the  Nantlcoke 
liver,  large  quantities  of  bog  iron  ore  are  to  be  found.  Before  the 
revolution,  this  ore  was  ,worked  to  a  confiderable  extent  j  it  wa» 
thought  to  be  of  a  good  quality,  and  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  pur-^ 
|)ofcs  of  callings,    Thefe  works  have  chietfy  faUeu  into  decay, 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS. 

This  State  is  divided  into  three  counties,  viz.  Newcaftle,  Kenf, 
and  Suflex,  which  are  fubdivided  into  hundreds. 

Before  the  revolution  this  diflri£t  of  country  was  denominated, 
5*  The  three  lo^er  CountiesJ** 

CHISFTOWNS. 

DOVER. 

Dover,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  is  the  feat  of  governments  It  flands 
«n  Jones's  cfeek,  a  few  miles  from  the  Delaware  river,  and  confifts  of 
about  one  hundred  houfes,  principally  of  brick.  Four  iireets  inter- 
fe6t  each  other  at  right  angles,  whofe  incidencies  form  a  ipacious 
parade,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  which  is  an  elegant  fiate-houfe  of  brick. 
The  town  has  a  lively  appearance,  and  drives  on  a  confiderable  trade 
with  Philadelphia.  Wheat  is  the  principal  article  of  export.  The 
landing  is  ^vt  or  ^ix  miles  from  the  town  of  Dover. 

NEWCASTLE. 

This  town  is  thirty-five  miles  below  Philadelphia,  on  the  weft  bank 
of  Delaware  river.  It  was  firft  fettled  by  the  Swedes,  about  the  year 
1627,  and  called  Stockholm  ;  it  was  afterwards  taken  by  the  Dutch, 
and  called  New  Amfterdam.  When  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  theEnglifli, 
it  was  called  by  its  prefent  name.  It  contains  about  fixty  houfes, 
which  have  the  afped  of  decay ;  it  was  formerly  the  feat  of  go- 
vernment, apd  was  the  firft  town  fettled  on  Delaware  river. 

WILMXJyG«» 
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WtLMIirOTOV« 

WikxAigtDii  is  fituflteda  mile  and  a  half  well  of  Delaware  fiver,  oft 
Ciiriftlana  creek,  twenty-ei^t  miles  Southward  of  IKiladelphia.  It  i^r 
amch  thebrgeft  and  pleafaoreft  town  in  the  State,  containing  upwards 
^four  hundred  houfev  which  are  handfomely  bnilt  upon  the  gentle 
jfccntof  an  eminence,  andfliow  to  great  advantage  as  yon  ftH  np^ 
the  Delaware ;  rt  contains  aboitt  two  thouiand  foul'  hnnded  idhabi^ 
tattts^  In  this  town  arc  two  Prefliytertan  chnrchcs,  i  Swcdilh  Eplf- 
copal  churchy  a  Baptift,  and  a  Quaker  meeting,  atld  a  few  Methc^' 
^&s.  There  is  alfo  a  flouriihing  academy  of  about  forty  or  fifty  fcho* 
krs,.  who  are  taught  the  languages,  and  fome  of  the'fciences.  ThisT 
academy,  in  proper  time,  is  tntetw^ed  to  be  erefted  into  a  college* 
There  is  another  academy  at  l^ewarkin  .this  .county,  which  was  in- 
corporated *in  1769.  Thefe  academies  were  interrupted  during 
the  war,  and  their  funds  mined  by  the  depreciation  of  contrnehtal 
paper  money.    Since  the  peace  learning  icems  to  revive  and  flourifh; 

MILFOltn. 

Milford  is  (ituated  at  the  fourcc  of  a  fmall  river,  fifteen  miles  ffoni 
.Delaware  bay,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  fouthward  of  Pliiladelphh. 
This  town,  which  contains  about  eighty  houfes,  has  been  built^ 
except  one  houf?,  Cnce  the  revolution j  it  is  laidout  with muoh good 
tafle,  and  is  by  no  means  diiagreeable»  The  inhabli^u  sire  EpifcOn 
palians,  Quakers^  and  Metbodifts. 

DUCK   CREElt   CkOSS   ROADli 

Is  twelve  miles  north-weft  from  Dover,  and  hfl&  eighty  6r  ainety 
bottfes,  which  fland  on  one  ftreet.  It  carries  on  a  coofiderabfe  tradtf 
with  Philadelphia,  and  is  one  of  the  largefl  tirheat  mai'kcts  in  thd 
State.    Kent  is  alfo  a  place  of  conliderable  trade. 

XEWES 

Is  ituated  a  few  miles  above  the  light-houfe  ort  Cape  Heolopin .^ 
tt  contains  aboitt  one  hundred  and  fifty  honfes,  built  chiefly  on  a 
ilrcet,  which  is  more  than  three  qai.'es  id  length,  and  e^ctending  along, 
a  creek  which  feparates  the  town  from  the  pitch  of  the  cape.  The 
fitiiation  is  high^  and  commands  a  full  profpe6t  of  the  Ugbt-bdiiro 
and  the  fca»  The  court^houfe  and  gaol  are.  commodious  bwildingr^ 
and  .give  an  aif  of  importance  to<he  town.  The  fituation  of  this 
^  jdac« 
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place  muft  at  fome  future  time  render  it  confiderably  important* 
I'laced  at  the  entrance  qf  a  baj^,  which  is  crowded  with  veflels  from  all 
^arts  of  the  world,  and  which  is  freqtiently  clofed  with  ice  a  part  of 
the  winter  feafon,  rieceffity  feems  to  require,  and  nature  feems  to> 
iuggeft,  the  forming  this  port  into  a  harbour'  for  Ihipping.  Nothing 
has  prevented  this  heretofore  but  the  deficiency  of  water  in  the  creek. 
This  w^nt  can  be  cheaply  and  eafily  fupplied  by  a  ftball  canali  fo  as 
io  aflford  a  paffage  for  the  waters  of  Rehoboth  into  Lewes  creeks 
which  woiild  enfure  an  adequate  fupply.  The  circuiiijacent  country 
js  beautifully  divei  (ified  with  hills,  wood,  ftreams,  and  lakes,  forni* 
ing  an  agreeable  contrail  to  the  naked  fandy  beach^  which  ter- 
liiinates  ill  the  cape  ;  but  it  is  greatly  infefled  with  hiulketoes  and 
fand  flies. 

POPULAtlON. 

The  population  of,  Delaware,  in  the  fummer  of  iySy,  was  reck-  . 
(Wied  at  thirty-feven  thoufand,  which  is  about  twenty-fix  for  every 
fquare  mile,  according  to  theeenfus  of  1790  it  was  as  follows: 
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If  the  population  of  this  State  has  increafed  fince  1 790,  in  a  like 
proportion,  its  prefeiit  population  mil  ft  be  upwards  of  one  htindrcd 
thoufandi 

Religion. 

In  this  State  there  is  a  variety  of  religious  denominations.  Of  the 
Frefbyterian  le<^,  there  are  twenty-four  churches  ;  of  the  Epifcopal^ 
founeen  *  of  the  Baptift,  feven  ;  of  the  Methodift,  a  confiderable 
tiumber,-  efpecially  in  the  two  lower  counties  of  Kent  and  Sufiex,  th<i 
number  of  their  churches  is  not  exadly  afcertained.  Befides  thefe, 
there  is  a  Swedifli  cliKireh  at  Wilmington,  which  is  one  of  the  oldcft 
^  Vol.  II.  3  O  '         churchcsj 
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fchiirches  in  the  United  States.  Witli  refpe<ft  to  the  charadef  of  tfi^* 
f>eople  of  this  State,  there  is  no  obvious  diftindion  between'  thent 
iindthe  Pennfylvanians. 

tRABE  AND  MANUFACTURES^- 

"<Ve  have  aheatJy  roerftibnred  wlieat  as  the  ftaple*  com  modify  of  thif 
State.  This  is  nronnfa^hiFed  into  fiovtr  and  exported  m  large  quan- 
tities. The  experts- from  the  port  of  WHmifigion,  where  a  numbed 
of  fquare-rigged  velTels  are  owned,  for  the  year  1786',  in  the  article 
of  flour,  was  tvtenfy  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-three  bar- 
rels fuperfine ;  four  hundred  and  fifty-feven  d^tm  common  ;  two  hun- 
dred and  fifry.ftx  ditto  middlings ;  and  three  hundre^t  and  forty-fix 
ditto  fliip  fluff.  The  manufacture  of  flour  iscarried  to  a  higher  de^k 
gree  of  perfedlion  in  this  State,  than  in  any  others  in  the  Union. 
Befides  the  well -con  ftrtfded  mitls  on  Red  Clay  and  White  Clay  creeks, 
and  other  fl'reams  in  different  pafts  of  the  State,  the  celebrated  col- 
fe^ion  of  mills  at  Brandywinc  merit  a  particular  defcription.  Heie 
are  to  be  feen,  at  one  view,  twelve  merchant  mills  (befides  a  faw 
mill)  which  have  double  that  number  of  pairs  of  ftones,  all  of  fii- 
perior  dimenfions,  and  excellent  conftrudion.  Thefe  mills  arc  three 
miles  lirdm  the  mouth  of  the  creeks  on  whkh  they  ftand,  half  a  mile 
from  Wilmington,  and  twenty-feven  from  Philadelphia,  ofi  the  poft 
foad  from  the  eaft^n  to  the  founherii  States.  They  are  called  the 
Brandy  wine  mills,  from  the  dream  on  which  they  are  ereded. 
This  ilream  rifes  near  the  Welch  mountains  in  Pennfylvania,  and  af- 
ter a  winding  courfe  of  thirty  or  forty  n-wles  through  falls,  which 
furniili  nunieroiis  fears  (one  hundred  and  thirty  of  which  are  already 
occupied)  fav  every  fpecies  of  water  works,  empties  into  Chriftiana 
trreek,  near  Wilmingfon.  The  quantity  of  wheat  manufactured  at 
thcfe  mills  annually  is  not  accurately  afcertained  :  it  is  eftimated, 
however,  hy  the  beft  informed  on  the  fubjec^,  that,thefe  mills  can 
grind  four  hundred  thoufend  bufhels  in  a  year.  But  although  they 
are  capable  of  manufacturing  this  quantity  yearly,  yet,  from  the  dif^ 
ficulty  of  procuring  a  permanent  fuppdy  of  grain,  the  inflability  of 
ike  flour-market,  and  other  circumftances,  there  are  not  commonly 
more  than  from  about  two  hundred  and  ninety  to  three  hundred 
thoufaftd  buflieis  of  wheat  and  corn  manufadured  here  annually.  la 
the  fall  of  1789,  and  fpring  of  1790^  there  were  made  at  the  Bran- 
dywinc mills  fifty  thoufand  barrels  of  fuperfine  flour,  one  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  fifty-four  ditto  of  common,  four  hundred  ditto 
*  middlings, 
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middlings,  as  many  of  fhip  fluff,  and  two  thoufand  ditto  corn  nieaJ. 
The  quantity  of  wheat  and  corn  ground,  from  wiiich  this  flour,  &c. 
was  made,  was  three  hundred  and  eight  thoufand  bu(hels,  equal  to  the 
import  in  thofe  articles  from  the  port  of  Philadelphia  for  the  famp  ypar. 
Thefe  mills  give  employment  to  about  two  hundred  perfons,  viz. 
.about  forty  to  tend  the  mills,  from  fifty  to  fcventy  coopers,  to  mak,c 
;Calks  for  .the  flour,  a  fufKcient  number  to  man  twelve  floops,  of  about 
^thirty  tons  each,  which  are  employed  in  the  tranfportation  of  the 
wheat  and  flour,  the  reft  in  various  other  occupations  conneded 
with  the  mills.    The  navigation  quite  to  thefe  mills  is  fuch,  that  a 
vefTel  carr}^ing  one  thoufand  bufliels  of  wheat  may  be  laid  along  fide 
of  any  of  thefe  mills  ;  and  befide  fomc  of  them  the  water  is  of  fuf* 
ficient  depth  to  admjt  vcfl!els  of  twice  the  al>ove  fize.     The  vefTel^ 
.are  unloaded  with  aftqpifliing  .expedition.     There  havp  been  ah- 
flances  of  one  thoufand  l)uflie}s  being  carried  to  the  height  of  four 
ftories  in  four  hours.     It  is  frequently  the  cafe,  that  veflels  with  one 
^thoufand  bulhels  of  wheat  come  aip  with  flood  tide,  unlade,  and 
go  away  the  fucceeding  ebb,  with  three  hundred  barrels  of  flour  oa 
i)oard.     In  confequence  of  the  machines  introduced  by  the  ingeniou-s 
Mr.  Oliver  Evans,  three  quarters  of  the  manual  labour  before  found 
neceiTary  is  now  fufficient  for  every  purpofe.      By  means  of  thefe 
machines,  when  made  ufe  of  in  the  full  extent  propofed  by  the  in- 
-ventor,  the  wlieat  will  be  received  on  the  lliallop*s  deck,  thence  car- 
ried to  the  upper  loft  of  the  mill,  and  a  con fiderable  portion  of  the 
ftme  returned  in  flour  on  the  lower  floor,  ready  for  packing,  -withoHt 
the  afliflance  of -manual  labpur  but  in  a  very  fmall  degree,  in  pro- 
portion to  the.bulinefs  done.     The  tranfportation  of  floi^r  from  thefe 
mills  to  the  port  of  Wilmington  does  not  require  half  an  hour ;  and 
it  isfreguently  the  cafe,  that, a  cargo  is  taken  from  thejnills  ^d.de- 
Jivercd-at  Philadelphia  the  fame  day.     The4ituation  of  thefe  mills  is 
very  pleafant  and  healthful.     The  firft  mill  was  built  here  about  fifty 
<years  fince.    There  is  nc^v  a  imall  town  of  forty  houfes,  principally 
Jftone  and  brick,  which,  together  with  .the  mills  and  the  veflels  load- 
.ing  andur^oading  befide  them,  furni<h  a'charpiing  profped  from  the 
.bridge,  from  whence  they  are^all  in  full  view. 

Befides  the  wheat  and  flour  trade,  this  State  exports  li>mber  and 
.various  other  articles.  The  amount  of  exports  for  the  year  ending 
^September  30,  i79i»  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thoufan^ 
^ight  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

30^*      '  fVBLlC 
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PUBUC  IMPROVEMENTS. 

BRIDGES,    &C. 

Jufl  before  the  commencement  of  the  war,  a  work  of  confiderablc 
importance  was  begun  at  Lewe?,  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  State, 
viz.  the  erection  of  a  bridge  and  caufeway  from  the  town,  over  the 
creek  and  marfli  to  the  oppofite  cape.  This  expenfiye  work  was 
jiifl  completed  when  the  Britifti  fliips  firft  came  into  the  road  of 
Lewes.  In  order  to  prevent  too  eafy  a  communication,  they  partially 
removed  it ;  and  it  being  afterwards  n^gle6led,  it  was  in  complete 
ruins  at  the  clofc  of  the  war.  A  bridge,  upon  the  fame  plan,  but 
upon  a  new  foundation,  has  lately  been  ereAed  at  the  fple  expenfe 
of  individuals :  it  extends  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  towa 
to  the  beaclj,  over  a  wide  creek  and  marfli.  The  inhabitants  arc 
^ompenfated  for  their  expenfe  by  the  facility  of  the  communica* 
tion  between  the  town  and  the  cape. 

Several  canals  in  different  parts  of  this  State  are  contemplated,  on^ 
of  which  is  down  the  waters  of  the  Brandy  wine.  '    . 

LIGHT-HOUSE. 

The  light-houfe,  near  the  town  of  Lewes,  was  burnt  in  1777.. 
Since  the  war  it  has  been  completed  and  handfomely  repaired.  It  i& 
a  fine  ilone  ftrudure,  eight  llories  high ;  the  annual  expence  of 
^hich  i^  eftimated  at  about  fix  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  currency. 

CONSTITUTION, 

DECLARATION    O^    RIGHTS. 

I.  That  all  government  of  right  originates  from  the  people,  if 
founded  in  compaft  only,  and  inilituted  folely  for  the  good  of  the 
whole. 

II.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  unalienable  right  to  worfhip 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  di'ftates  of  their  own  confciences  and 
ynderflandings ;  and  that  no  man  ought,  or  of  right  can  be  com- 
pelled to  attend  any  religious  worfhip,  or  maintain  any  roiniftry,  con- 
trary to  or  againft  his  own  free  will  and  confent ;  and  that  no  autho- 
rity can  or  ought  to  be  vefted  in,  or  aiTumed  by  any  power  whatever, 
that  fliall  in  any  cafe  interfere  with,  or  in  any  manner  controul,  the 
right  of  confcience,  in  the  free'ex^rcife  of  religious  -worlhip. 

^  ^I^That^ 
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ni.  That  ill  perfons  profcflingthc  Chriftian  reKgion  ought  for 
fVer  to  enjoy  equal  right$  and  privileges  in  this  State,  unlefs  under 
colour  of  religion  any  inan  difturb  the  peace,  the  happinefs  or  fafetjr 
of  focicty. 

IV.  That  the  people  of  this  St^te  havp  the  folc,  exclufive,  and 
inherent  right  of  governing  and  regulating  the  internal  police  of  the 
iame* 

V.  That  prrfons  intruded  with  the  legifjative  and  executive  pow- 
ers arc  the  truftees  and  fervants  of  the  public,  and  as  fuch  account- 
able for  their  condud;  wherefore,  whenever  the  ends  of  govern-* 
ment  are  perverted,  and  public  liberty  n?anifeftly  endangered  by  the 
legiflative  fingly,  pr  a  treacherous  combination  of  both,  the  people 
may,  and  of  right  ought  to  eftablifh  a  neW|  or  reform  the  old  Go^ 
vernmcnt. 

VI.  That  the  right  in  the  people  to  participate  in  the  legiflaturSs 
is  the  foundation  of  liberty  and  of  all  free  government ;  and  for  this 
f  nd  all  ele^ions  ought  to  be  free  and  frequent,  and  every  freeman 
having  fufficient  evidence  of*  a  permanent  common  intereft  with,  an4 
attachment  to  the  community,  hath  a  right  of  fuffrage. 

VII.  That  no  pow6r  of  fufpending  laws,  or  the  execution  of  law3, 
ought  to  be  exercifed,  unlefs  by  the  legrflature. 

VIII.  That  for  redrefs  of  grievances,  and  for  amending  and 
(Irengthening  of  the  laws,  the  Icgiflature  ought  to  be  frequently  con- 
yened. 

IX.  That  every  man  hath  a  right  to  petition  the  Icgiflature  for  the 
redrefs  of  grievances,  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  manner. 

X.  That  every  member  of  fociety  hath  a  right  to  be  prote6led  in 
^he  enjoyn>ent  of  life,  liberty,  and  property,  and  therefore  is  bound 
to  contribute  his  proportion  towards  the  expenfe  of  that  prote(ftion, 
and  yield  his  perfonal  fervice  when  neceflfary,  or  an  equivalent  there- 
to ;  but  no  part  of  a  man's  property  can  be  juftly  taken  from  him, 
or  applied  to  public  ufes,  without  his  own  confent,  or  that  of  his 
legal  reprefentatives  :  nor  can  any  man  that  is  confcientioufly  fcru^ 
pulous  of  bearing  arms,  in  any  cafe  be  jtiftly  compelled  thereto,  if 
he  will  pay  fuch  equivalent. 

XI.  That  retrofpedive  laws  punifhing  offences  committed  before 
the  exiftence  of  fuch  laws^  are  oppreffive  and  unjuft,  and  ought  not 
^o  be  made. 

XII.  That  every  freeman,  for  every  injury  done  him  in  his  goods; 
^ds,  or  perfon,  by  any  other  perfon,  ought  to  have  remedy  by  the 

coui  Ic. 
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}caoaric  of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  ought  to  have  juilicfe  and  right  <fof 
;th6ibi]ury  done  to  him,  freely  without  ikie,  fully  without  any  denial 
andipaedily  without  delay,  according  to  the  law  of  the  land. 

XUI.  That  trial  by  jury  of  fadls  where  they  arife,  is  one  of  the 
^eatcft  fecurities  of  the  lives,  liberties,  and  eftates  of  the^  people. 

XIV,  Tbatin  ail  pcolecutions  for  criminal  oflfences,  every  maei 
Jhath  a  right  to  be  informed  of  the  accufation  againft  him<  to  be  at 
4owed  couniel,  .to  l^  confront  ^with  the  accufers  or  witnefTes,  to 
«xaroix|ie  evideiice  on  oath  in  his  favour,  ^d  to  a  fpeedy  trial  by 
an  impartial  j^ry,  without  whofe  uo^niqious  cpnfent  he  Qiight  riot  to 
,bc  found  guilty. 

XV*  That  no  ^^  m  the  -courts  ^f  comowui  law  atu|^  to  be 
^compelled  to  give  evidepee  againft  himfelf. 

XVI.  That  exceifive  bail  ought  not  to  be  required,  nor  exceffiv/e 
^nes  impofed,  nor  cruel  or  unufual  punUhments  iqflided* 

XVII.  Th?t  d)X  vvarn|nts  without  pat,h  ?o  Search  .fufpeded  place^ 
or  to  fei«e  any  jperfon^jr  his  ;property,  ar^e  grievovs^ind  oppreffive:; 

;and  aU  general  warrants  to  fearch  fufpe6led  places,  or  to  9pprehen4 
all  perfons  fufpe^tcd,  without  .reaming  or  defcribing  the^ace  or  any 
^perfon  in  fpecial,  are  illegal  and  ought^iot  to  be  grafted. 

XVIII.  That  a  well-?cgulated  ipilitia  is  tj^t  proper,  .natural,  an4 
jiafe  delence  of  airee  Qoyernn^eqt. 

XIX.  That  Hftixding  ar^iies  are  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  ougl^ 
Rot  to  be  raifed  or  kept  up  without  the  confent  of  the  legiflature. 

XX.  That  in  all. cafes  and  at  all  times  the  military  ought  to  be 
onder  ftridt  iubordinatipn  to,  2^nd  governed  by,  the  civil  power. 

XXI.  That  iv>  foldier  ougbt  to  be  q\tartered  in  a^y  houfe  in  time 
©f  peace,  without  the  cpnfent  of  the  owner  ;  an4  i^  time  of  war,  ig 
ibeh  manner  on^ly  as  the  legiflature  fliall  direct. 

XXII.  That  the  independency  ^nd  uprightnefs  of  judges  are  cf* 
itntial  to  the  impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  a  great  fecurity 
vto  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

XXIII.  That  the  liberty  of  jthe  prefe  ovg^t  to  be  inviolably  prch 
jfcryed. 

FRA>fS   Of   GOyERNMBlilT. 

Agreed  to  and  refolved  upon  by  the  Reprefentatives  in  fall  Cq»- 
▼-ntion  of  the  Delaware  State,  formerly  ftyled,  «  The  Governmeftit 
•f  the  Counties  of  Newcaftle,  Kent,  and  Suflex,  upon  Delaware ;" 
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thr  faiil  ReJ>rcfentlative8  being  chofen  by  the  freemen  of  the  iaid 
State  for  that  exprefs  purpoftf.  >'     : 

I.  The  Government  of  the  counties  of  Newcaftle,  Kent  and  Suf-^ 
iex,  upon  Delaware,  fhall  hereafter  in  all  public  and  otiier  writingsi^ 
be  called,  The  Dela-w /PRE  State. 

II.  The  legiflatiHfC  ihall  He  fermcd*  of  two  diftind*  branches,; 
Th»y  (hall  meet  once  or  ofteiier  ineveiy  yeai-,^  and  ihall  be  calledy 
The  General  Assem^bly  of  Delawa^re. 

III.  One  of  the  branches  of  the  le«iilat\ire  ihall  be  called^  The 
House  of  Assembly,  and  ihall  conliK  of  feven  Reprefentatives  t<y 
be  chofen  for  each  county  annually,  of  fuph  perfons  as  are  fr^- 
kolders  of  the  fame. 

IV.  The  other  branch  ihall  be  called,  The  CpuNCiti,  and  con- 
fiil  of  nine  menabers ;  three  to  be  chofen  for  each  county  at  th© 
time  of  the  iirSt  ele^ion  of  the  AiTembly,  who  iliall  be  freeholders o^ 
the  county  for  whieh  they  are  chofen,  and  be  upwards  of  twewty- 
five  years  of  age.  At  the  end  of  one  year  after  the  general  elcAion, 
the  Counfcllor  who  had  the  fmallcft  number  of  votes  in  each  county 
Hiall  be  difplaced,  and  the  racancics  thereby  occafioiied  fupplied  by. 
the  freemen  of  each  county  choofing  the  fame  or  another  perfon  at 
a  new  eledtion  in  manner  aforefaid.  At  the  end  of  two  years  after 
the  firfl  general  cledioii,  the  Counfcllor  who  ilood  fecoud  in  number 
of  votes  in  each  county  ihall  be  difplaced,  and  the  vacancies  thereby 
occasioned  fupplied  by  a  new  ele£tion  in  manner  aforefaid.  And  a( 
the  end  of  three  years  from  the  firft  general  ele6lion^  the  CounfeU 
lor  who  had  the  greateft  number  of  votes  in  each  couuty  ihall  b$  dif. 
placed,  and  the  vacancies  thereby  occafioned  fupplied  by  a  new  elec-. 
tion  in  manner  aforefaid.  And  this  rotation  of  a  Counfcllor  being 
difplaced  at  the  end  of  three  years  in  each  county,  and  his  office  fup* 
plied  by  a  new  choice,  ihall  be. continued  afterwards  in  due  order  an- 
nually for  ever,  whereby,  after  the  ftril  general  election,  a  Coun- 
iellor  will  remain  in  truft  for  three  yeai^  from  the  time  of  his  being 
elected,  and  a  Counfcllor  will  be  difplaced,  and  the  fame  or  another 
chofen  in  each  county  at  every  election. 

V.  The  right  of  fuffrage  in  the  election  of  members  for  both 
Houfes  ihall  remain  as  exercifed  by  law  at  prefent ;  and  each  Houf^ 
ihall  choofe  its  own  Speaker,  appoint  its  own  officers,  judge  of  tho 
qualifications  and  elections  of  its  own  members,  fettle  its  own  rule^ 
of  proceeding,  and  direct  wTits  of  election  for  fupplying  intcrme^ 
4iiate  vacancies.    They  may  alfo  feverally  expel  any  of  their  owa 

member| 
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fncmbers  for  raifbehaviour,  but  not  a  fecond  time  in  the  fame  feffion^ 
for  the  fame  ofFeace,  if  rc-ele£ted  ;  and  they  fliall  have  all  othclf 
powers  neccffar^  for  the  legiHature  of  a  free  and  independent  vState. 

VI.  AH  money-bills  for  the  fupport  of  GoVeriiment  (liall  origi- 
nate in  the  Houfe  of  Afiembly^  and  may  be  altered,  Amended  or 
Jpeje6ted  by  the  Legiflative  Council.  All  other >bills  arid  ordinance^ 
laay  take  rife  in  the  Houfe  of  AiTembly  or  Lcgiflative  Council,  and 
toay  be  altered^  amended  or  feje^fed  by  either; 

VII.  Aprefidcnt  or  ehief  magiftrate  Ihall  be  chbfen  by  joint  bal- 
Ibt  of  both  Houfes,  to  be  taken  in  the  Hoiife  of  Aflembly,  and  the 
h'ox  exarhined  by  the  Speakers  of  each  Houfe  in  the  prefchce  of  the 
other  members;   and  in  tafe  the  numbers  for  the  ti*o  higheft  in 
Votes  fhould  be  ecjiial,  then  the  fpeaker  of  the  coimcil  fliall  have  an 
additional  cafting  volcej  and  the  appointment  of  the  perlbn  who  hai 
tfie  majority  of  votes  feall  be  entered  at  large  an  the  minutes  and 
journals  of  each  Poufe  ;  and  a  cdpy  thereof  on  parchment^  certified 
und  figried  by  the  fpeakers  refpe<flive]y,  and  iealed  with  the  great 
fea!  of  theState^  which  they  are  hereby  authorifed  to  affix,  fhall  be 
delivered  to  the  perfon  fo  chofen  prelident,  who  (liall  cont  hue  in  that 
office  three  yfear^,  and  until  the  fitting  of  the  next  General  AiTembly; 
and  no  longer,  nor  be  eligible  until  the  expiration  of  three  years  af- 
tei"  he  (liall  have  beeh  out  of  that  office.     An  adequate  but  moderate 
falary  fliall  be  fettled  on  him  during,  his  continuance  in  office.     He 
lt>ay  draw  for  fuch  fuftis  of  money  as  {hall  be-  appropriated  by  the 
General  Aflembly,  and  be  accountable  to  thehit  for  the  famie.      He^ 
inay^  by  and  with  the  advice  oif  the  Privy-couhcil,  lay  emb^i'^es  of 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  any  commodity  for  Jiny  time  not  exeeed- 
ing  thirty  days,  in  the  recefs  of  the  General  Aflernbly.     He  fliall 
have  the  power  of  granting  pardons  or  reprieves;  except  where  the 
profecutivjn  fliall  be  carried  on  by  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  or  the 
law  fliall  otherwifc  dire£tj  in  which  cafes  no  pardon  or  repdeve 
fliall  be  granted^  but  by  a  refolve  of  the  Hbufe  of  AflTembly ;  and 
inay  exercife  all  the  other  executive  povters  of  government,  limited 
and  rfeftrained  as  by  this  cohftitution  is  mentioned,  and  according  to 
iht  laws  of  the  State.     And  on  his  death,  inability,  ot  ablence  from 
the  State,  the  fpeaker  of  the  Legiflative  Council  for  the  time  being 
fliall  be  vice-prefident ;  and  in  cafe  of  his  death,  inability,  or  ab* 
fence  from  the  State,  the  fpeaker  of  the  Honfe  of  Alfembly  (hall 
have  the  powers  of  a  prcfident,  until  a^new  nomiwation  is  made  by 
the  General  Aflerubly.  , 
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YlU.  A  privy-coimcll  confiding  of  four  members  ihali  be  cbcfe^ 
by  ballot,  two  by  the  LegiflatiYC  Council,  and  two  by  the  Houfe  of 
Affcmbly  :  provided,  that  no  regular  officer  of  the  army  or  navy  in 
the  fervice  and  pay  of  the  Continent,  or  of  this  or  of  any  other 
State,  fliall  be  eligible.  And  a  member  of  the  Legiflativc  Council 
or  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  being  ehofen  of  the  privy  council,  and 
accepting  thereof,  Ihall  thereby  lofe  his  feat.  Three  members  fball 
be  a  quorum,  and  their  advice  and  proceedings  fliall  be  entered  oa 
record,  and  figned  by  the  members  prefent,  {to  any  part  of  which 
any  member  may  enter  his  diflent)  to  be  laid  before  the  GenenJi 
Aflembly,  when  called  for  by  them.  Two  members  fliall  be  rc« 
moved. by  ballot,  one  by  the  Legiflative  Council,  and  one  by  the 
Houfe  of  Aflembly,  at  the  eitd  of  Wo  years,  and  thofe  who  remain 
the  next  year  after,  who  fliall  feverally  be  ineligible  for  the  three 
next  years.  Thefe  vacancies,  as  weil  as  thofe  occafioned  by  death 
or  incapacity,  fliall  be  fupplied  by  new  ele<Stions  in  the  fanae  man- 
ner. And  this  rotation  of  a  privy  counfellor  fliall  be  continued  af- 
terwards in  due  order  annually  for  ever.  The  prcfident  may  by 
fummons  convene  the  privy  council  at.  any  time  when  the  public  exi- 
gencies may  require,  and  at  fuch  place  as  he  fliall  think  moil  convex 
nientj  when  and  where  they  are  to  attend  accordingly. 

IX.  The  prefident,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  privy^ 
council,  may  embody  the  militia,  and  z6k  as  captain-general  and 
commander  ta  chief  of  them,  and  the  other  military  force  of  thit 
State,  under  the  laws  of  the  fame* 

X.  Either  Houfe  of  tb^Greneral  Aflembly  may  adjourn  thcmfelves 
refpeftively.  The  prefident  fliall  not  prorogue,  adjourn,  or  diflblvc 
the  General  Aflembly ;  but  he  may,  with  the  advice  of  the  privy 
council,  or  on  the  applicadon  of  a  majority  of  either  Houie,  coil 
them  before  the  time  to  which  they  fliall  ftand  adjourned ;  and  the 
two  Houfes  fliall  always  fit  at  th^  fame  time  and  place ;  for  which 
purpofe,  immediately  after  every  adjournment,  the  fpeaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aflembly  fliall  give  notice  to  the  fpeaker  of  the  other 
Poufe  of  the  time  to  which  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  flands  adjourned^ 

XL  The  delegates  for  Delaware  to  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States- of  America  fliall  be  ehofen  annually,  or  foperfeded  in  the 
mean  time,  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Hqufes  in  the  General  Aflembly. 

XII.  The  prefident  and  General  Aflembly  fliall  by  joint  ballot  ap- 
point  three  juftices  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  State,  one  of 
%vhom  ihall  be  chief  jufticc  and  a  judge  of  admiralty ;  and  JvKb  four 
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jiiiliccs  of  the  courU  of  Common  PieasN^  Orphans  Courts  for 
each  county,  one  of*,  whom  in  each  court  fhall  be  Hiled  Chief  Juftjeio 
(and  in  qafe  of  dividpo  on  the  ballot,  the  profidcnt  fliall  have  an  ad- 
^itiqnal  calling  voice,)  to  be  commiffioncd  by  the  prejideicit  under'tbe 
great  feal,  who  fliali  continue  in  office  during  good  behaviour;  an4 
during  the  time  the  juftices  of  the  faid  Supreme  Court  and  Courts 
of  Common  Pleas  remain  in  office,  they  (hall  bold  none  other  except 
in  the  militia.  Any  oi^e  of  the  juftices  of  cither  of  faid  courts  fliaU 
have  power,  in  cafe  of  the  non-coming  of  his  brethreji,  to  opea  a^^ 
^djourn  the  court.  An  adequate,  fixed^  but  qaod^rate  falary  ihall  be 
ftttkd  on  them  during  their  continuance  in  pfiice.  Thte  jvefident 
and  p^vy  council  fliall  appoint  the  fecrctary ;  th^  attorney-general  \ 
regiflers  for  the  pfyobate  of  wills,  and  granting  letteis  of  adminlfn 
tration ;  fegifters  in  Chancery ;  cierks  of  the  Courts  of  Commoi\ 
yieas  and  Orphans  Courts,  and  clerks  of  the  peace ;  who  flillU  be 
^ommiflioned  ai-aforefaid,  and  remain  in  office  during  fiy^  years,  if 
they  behave  themfelves  well,  di^ring  which  tigic  ^e  f^d  regi&fra 
\n  Chancery  and  clerks  ihall  iiot  be  juftices  of  either  of  the  faid 
i^oprtsof  which  they  .are  officers,  but  they  Ihall  have  ^uthprity  to^ 
fign  all  writs  by  them  iffued,  and  take  recognizances  of  b«l,  Thp 
juftices  of  the  peace  fliall  be  nominated  by  the  Hotrf?  of  AflepttWy ; 
f hat  is  to  fey,  they  fliall  name  tM^enty-four  perfons  for  each  county, 
pf  whom  the  prefident,  with  the  approbation  of  the  priyy  council, 
fliall  appoint  twelve,  who  fliall  be  cpmniiifioned  as  afprefaid,  and 
pontinue  iii  office  during  feven  years,  if  they  behave  thf njfelves 
well ;  and  in  cafe  of  vacancies,  or  if  the  legiflature  fliall  think  pro- 
per to  increafe  the  number,  they  fliall  be  qominated  ^d  appointed  iq 
|ike  manner.  The  jucmbers  of  the  legifls^tive  and  privy  councils 
fliall  be  jufHces  of  the  peace  for  the  whole  State,  during  thei^r  contir 
nuance  in  truft:  and  the  juftices  of  the  courts  of  Commoa  Pl«^ 
fliall  be  confervators  of  the  peace  in  their  re^ftive  C9uaties.\ 

XIII.  The  juftices  of  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas- and  Orphans 
Courts  fliall  have  the  power  of  holdmg  inferior  courts  of  Chancery 
as  heretofore,  unlefs  the  legiflature  fliall  otherwife  direct, 

XIV.  The  clerks  of  the  Supreme  Courts  fliall  be  appointed  by  the 
phief  juftice  tliereof,  and  the  recorders.of  deedf  by  the  juftices. of  the 
courts  of  Common  Pleas  for  ^ach  county  feverally,  and  commiffioncd 
by  the  preiident  under  the  great  leal,  and  continue  in.  office ii.v.e  years, 
if  they  behave  themfelves  well. 

XV.  The 
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'  5EVi  ¥he  (heriffs  and  coroners  of  the  rtfpwftive  cdiinties  (hall  be 
thofen  aniimlly  as  heretofore  $  and  any  perfon  having;  ferVed  thre^ 
years  as  flieriffj  fliall  be  ineligible  for  three  years  aftef ;  and  th^  pre- 
lidetit  and  privy  council  flrali  have  the  appointment  of  fuch  of  the 
twra  candidates  returned  for  the  fald  offices  of  flieriffs  and  coroners^ 
ias  they  fhall  think  beft  qualified,  itt  the  fame  manner  that  the  gover* 
nor  heretofore  enjoyed  this  power. 

XVI.  The  General  Aflembly,  by  joint  ballot,  ihall  appoint  the 
generals  and  field  oflficers,  and  all  other  oificers  in  the  aritiy  or  navy 
iof  this  State*  And  the  prcfidept  may  appoint  during  pleafbre,  until 
otherwife  dire6led  by  the  tegiflature^  all  neceflary  civil  officers  not 
herein  before  mentioned. 

XVIL  There  fhall  be  an  appeal  from  the  Supreme  Court  of  Dela** 
ware  in  matters  of  law  and  equity,  to  a  court  of  feven  perfons,  t6 
confift  of  the  prefident  for  the  time  being,  who  fliall  prefide  therein^ 
and  fix  others ;  three  to  be  appointed  by  theLegiflativeCouncili  and 
three  by  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  who  {hall  continue  in  office  during 
good  behaviour,  and  be  commlffioned  by  the  prefident  under  the  great 
feal ;  which  court  fhall  be  ftiled,  The  Court  of  Appeals,  and  have 
all  the  authority  and  powers  heretofore  given  by  law  in  the  laft  re- 
fort  to  the  King  in  cduncil,  under  th^  old  government.  The  fecre- 
tary  fhall  be  the  derk  of  this  courts  and  vacancies  tberein  occa- 
fioned  by  death  or  incapacity  fhall  be  fupplied  by  neW  ele6tiohs,  in 
toanrter  aforefaid.       - 

XVni*  The  jufticcs  bf  the  Suj)reme  Cotlft  and  courts  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  the  members  of  the  Privy  Council^  the  fecretary,  the 
truflees  of  the  Loan  Office,  and  clerks  of  the  courts  of  Commort 
Pleas,  during  their  continuance  Iri  office,  and  all  perfons  concerned 
in  ahy  arrtiy  or  navy  contracts,  fhall  be  ineligible  to  either  Houfe  o^ 
Affembly ;  and  any  tliember  of  either  Houfe  Accepting  of  any  other 
of  the  offices  herein  before  mentioned^  excepting  the  office  of  a  juf- 
tice  of  the  peace,  fhall  have  his  feat  thereby  vacated^  and  a  new 
tle£lion  ihall  be  ordered. 

XIX*  The  Legillative  Council  and  AflTembly  fhall  have  the  power 
of  making  the  great  feal  of  this  State,  which  fliall  be  kept  by  the 
prefident,  or  in  his  abfence  by  the  vice-prefident,  to  be  ufed  by  them  ^ 
as  occafion  may  require.    It  Ihall  be  called,  The  Great  Seal  of  the 
t)elaware  State,  and  fhall  be  affixed  to  all  laws  and  commiflions. 

XX.  Cortimiffions  fhall  run  in  the  name  of  The  Delaware  State, 
and  bear  teft  by  the  prefident.  Writs  fhall  run  ii}  the  fame  manner, 
and  bear  tefl  in  the  name  of  the  chief  juflice,  or  juflicc  firfl:  named 
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10  the  commiffiont  for  the  fevcral  courts,  and  be  fealcd  widi  the  pmfr* 
lie  feaU  of  fuch  courU«  Indidments  Ihall  conclude,  Jgainfi  the  peace 
andJtguity  of  the  State, 

XXL  In  cafe  of  vacancy  of  the  offices  Aove'dircfted  to  be  filled 
by  the  prcfident  and  General  AiTeroWy,  the  prefident  and  Privy 
Cojuncil  may  appoint  others  in  their  ftead,  until  there  ihall  be  a  new 
elc^ion. 

XXir.  Every  perfon  who  (hall  be  chofen  a  niembcr  of  either  Houfi^ 
or  appointed  to  any  office  or  place  of  truft,  before  taking' his  feat,  or 
entering  upon  the  execution  of  his  office,  (hall  take  the  following 
oath,  or  affirmation,  if  confcientiouily  iicrupulous  of  taking  an  oath^ 
to  wit, 

**  I  A.  B.  will  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Delaware  State,  fubmit 
to  its  confiitution  and  laws,  and  do  no  ad  wittingly  whereby  the 
freedom  thereof  may  be  prejudiced.*' 

Aild  alfo  make  and  fubfcribe  the  following  declaration,  to  wit, 

*<  I  A.  B.  do  profefs  faith  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  Jefus  Chnft 
•  his  only  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  one  God,  blefled  for  evermore ; 
and  I  do  acknowledge  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Tef* 
ment  to  be  given  by  divine  infpiratipn.** 

And  all  officers  (hall  alfo  take  an  oath  of  office* 

XXIlL  Th^  prefident  when  ^e  is  out  of  office,  and  within  eigh- 
teen months  after,  and  all  others,  offending  againU  the  State,  either 
,  by  mal-admini  firation,  corruption,  or  other  means,  by  which  the 
'  fafety  of  the  Commonwealth  may  be  endangered,  within  eighteen 
months  after  the  offence  committed,  fliaU  be  impeachable  by  the 
-  Houfe  of  Aflcmbly  before  the  Legillatiye  Council ;  fuch  impeach- 
ment to  be  profecuted  by  the  attorney-general^  or  (uch  other  perfoa 
or  perfons  as  the  Houfe  of  Afiembly  may  appoint,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land.     If  found  guilty,  he  or  they  (hail  be  either  for 
ever  difabled  to  hold  any  office  under  government,    or  removed 
from  office  pro  tempore^  or  fubjeded  to  fuch  pains  and  penalties  a$ 
the  laws  ftiall  dire6t.   And  all  officers  (ball  be  removed  on  convidion 
of  milbehaviour  at  common  law,  or  on  impeachment,  or  upon  the 
addrefs  of  the  General  Aflembly. 

XXIV.  All  ads  of  Aflembly  in  force  in  this  State  on  the  15th  dajp 
of  May  lall,  and  not  hereby  altered^  or  contrary  to  the  refolutions 
of  Congrefs,  or  of  the  late  Houfe  of  Aflembly  of  this  State,  Ihall  fa 
continue  until  altered  or  repealed  by  the  legiflature  of  this  State, 
unlefs  where  they  are  temporary,  in  which  cafe  they  ihall  expire  at 
the  times  refpedively  limited  for  their  duration. 

XXV.  The 
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.  XXV.  The  common  law  of  England,  as  well  as  fo  much  of  the 
ftatute  law  as  have  been  heretofore  adopted  in  pra6lice  in  this  State, 
fliall  remain  in  force,  unlefs  they  ftiall  be  altered  by  a  future  law 
of  tlie  legiflature  5  fuch  parts  only  excepted  as  are  repugnant  to  the 
rights  and  privileges  contained  in  this  Conftitutlon,  and  the  Deck-' 
ration  of  Rights,  &c.  agreed  to  by  this  Convention. 

XXVI.  No  perfon  hereafter  imported  into  this  State  from  Africa 
ought 'to  be  held  in  flavery  under  apy  pretence  .whatever  j  and  no 
negro,  Indian  or  mulatto  (lave,  ought  to  be  brought  into  this  Stat# 
for  fale  irom  any  part  of  the  world. 

XXVII.  The  firft  ele£Hon  for  the  General  Aflembly  of  this  Stato 
fliall  be  held  on  the  arfl  day  of  Odober  next,  at  the  court  houfes  in 
the  fevcral  counties,  in  the  manner  heretofore  ufed  in  the  eleftioa 
of  the  Aflemby,  except  as  to  choice  of  infpeftors  and  afleflbrs,  where 
aiTeffors  have  not  been  chofeii  on  the  j:6th  of  September  inft.  which 
fliall  be  made  on  the  morning  of  the  ^ay  of  eledion,  by  the  eledors, 
inhabitants  of  the  refpedive  hundreds  in  each  county ;  at  whicU 
time  the  iherilFs  and  coroners  for  the  faid  counties  refp^Sively  arc 
to  be  elefted  j  and  the  prefent  flieriffs  of  the  counties  of  Newcaftlc 
and  Kent  may  be  re-chofen  to  that  office  until  the  ift  of  06lober, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine, 
and  the  prefent  flieriff  for  the  county  of  Suflex  may  be  re-chofen  to 
that  office  until  the  firft  day  of  OStober,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thouland  feven  hundred  and  feventy-eight,  provided  the  freemen 
think  proper  to  re-ele6t  them  at  every  general  ele6lion ;  and  the 
prefent  flieriffs  and  coroners  refpeftively  fhall  continue  to  excrcifc 
their  ofBces  as  heretofore,  until  the  Iheriffs  and  coroners  to  be  elected 
on  the  faid  twcnty-firft  day  of  06tober  fliall  be  commiffioned  and 
fworn  into  office.  The  members  of  the  Legiflative  CounciLahd  Af- 
fcmbly  fliall  meet  for  tranfading  the  bufinefs  of  the  State  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  06tober  next,  and  continue  in  office  until  the 
firft  day  of  Odtober  which  will  be  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fc\'eii . 
hundred  and  feventy-feven  ;  on  which  day,  and  on  the  firft  day  of 
Odtober  in  each  year  for  ever  after,  the  Legiflative  Council,  Aflem- 
bly, flieriffs  and  coroners,  fhall  be  chofen  by  ballot  in  manner  diredcd 
by  the  feveral  laws  of  this  State  for  regulating  elections  of  membert 
of  AfTembly,  and  flieriffs  and  coroners ;  and  the  General  AfTembly 
fliall  meet  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  fame  month,  for  tranfadting 
the  birfmefs  of  the  State ;  and  if  any  of  the  faid  firft  and  twentieth 
days'of  Odober  fliould  be  Sunday,   then,  and  in  fuch  cafe,  the 
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deftions  fliall  be  held  and  tKe  General  Affembly  meet  the  neit  dif 
Ibltowing. 

XXVin.  To  prevent  any  violence  or  force  beiiig  ufcd  at  the  faid 
de£kioh$,  no  perfons  (hall  come  arjtied  to  any  of  them ;  and  no  muf* 
ter  df  th6  militia  ftiall  be  made  on  that  day,  n6r  fhall  any  battalion 
or  company  give  ifl  their  votes  immediately  facceeding  each  otlier^ 
if  any  other  voter  who  offers  to  vote  objeAs  thereto  j  nor  fliall  any 
battalion  or  company  in  the  pay  Of  the  continent,  or  of  this  or  any 
cither  State,  be  fuffered  to  remain  at  thc^^ime  and  place  of  holding 
the  faid  eieftions>  nor  within  one  mile  of  the  faid  places  refpeiS^fively^ 
-for  twetlty-four  hours  before  the  opening  the  faid  cledions,  flor  \Vithin 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  fame  are  clofed,  fo  as  in  any  manner  to 
impede  the  freely  and  conveniently  carrying  on  the  faid  elcftion  t 
provided  always,  that  every  ele6lor  may  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly 
.  liiahner  give  in  his  vote  6ii  the  faid  day  of  election. 

XX.  There  Ihall  be  no  eftablifliittent  of  arty  one  religious  fecft  irt 
Ibis  State  in  preference  to  another  ;  ahd  no  clergyman  or  preached 
of  the  go(|)el,  of  any  denomination,  fliall  be  capable  of  holding  any 
tivil  office  in  this  State,  or  of  being  a  member  of  either  of  the 
branches  of  the  legiflatufe,  while  they  continue  in  the  exercife  of 
the  paftoral  funftion. 

XXX.  No  article  of  the  Declaration  of  flights  and  Fundamental 
Rules  of  thid  State,  agreed  to  by  this  Convention,  nor  the  firlt,  fe* 
tond,  fifth,  (except  that  part  thereof  that  relates  to  the  right  of  fuf- 
ft-age)  twetity-fixth  and  twenty-ninth  articles  of  this  Conftitution, 
ought  ever  to  be  violated  on  any  ptetence  whatever.  No  other  part 
t>f  this  Conftitution  fliall  be  altered,  changed  or  diminifhed,  without 
the  confent  of  five  parts  in  fevcn  of  the  Aflembly,  and  feven  mem- 
Tiers  of  the  Legiflative  Councils 
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TERRITORY  N.  W,  of  th^  OHIO, 

SITUATION,  EXTJBNT,  AND  BOUNDARIES, 

A  HIS  territory,  N.  W.  of  the  Ohio,  is  fituatcd  between  37®  an4 
£0°  north  latitude,  and  60^  and  %^*  weft  longitude^ 

This  extenlive  tra<^  of  country  is  bounded  north,  by  part  of  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  tjie  Unked  States  ;  eaft,  by  the  lakes  and 
Pennfylvania ;  fouth,  by  the  Ohio  river ;  weft,  by  the  Miffiffippi* 
Mr.  Hutdiins,  the  lat^  geographer  of  the  United  States,  eftimates, 
{hat  this  tra<ft  contains  two  hundred  and  fixty-three  millions  forty 
thoufand  acres,  of  which  forty-three  millions  forty  thoufand  arc 
water ;  this  deduced,  there  will  remain  two  hundred  and  twenty 
niillions  of  3cres,  belonging  to  the  federal  government,  to  be  fold 
for  the  difcharge  of  the  national  de^  ;  except  a  narrow  ftrip  of  land 
bordering  on  the  fopth  of  kke  Erie,  and  ftretching  an  hundred  and 
Jwenty  miles  weft  of  the  weftern  limit  of  Pennfylvania,  which  be- 
longs te  Connecticut. 

But  a  fmall  proportion  of  thefe  lands  is  yet  purchafed  of  the  na- 
tives, and  to  be  difpofed  of  by  Congrefs,  Beginning  on  the  me- 
|-idiafl  line,  which  forms  the  weftern  boundary  of  Pennfylvania,  feven 
ranges  of  townfhips  have  been  furveyed  and  laid  off  by  order  of 
Congrefs.  As  a  north  and  fouth  line  ftrikes  the  Ohio  in  an  oblique 
diredion,  the  termination  of  the  feventh  range  falls  upon  that  river, 
nine  miles  above  the  Mulkingum,  which  is  the  firft  large  river  that 
falls  into  the  Ohio.  It  forms  the  jun6tion  an  hundred  and  feventy- 
two  miles  below  Fort  Pitt,  including  the  windings  of  the  Ohio, 
though  in  a  dired  line  is  but  ninety  miles. 

The  lands  in  which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguifhed,  and  which 
are  now  piirchafing  under  the  United  States,  are  defined  within  the 
limits  already  mentioned.* 

On  thefe  lands  feveral  fettlenients  are  commencing,  one  at  Marietta, 
at  the  mouth  of  Mulkingum,  under  the  direction  of  the  Ohio  com- 
pany :  another  between  the  Miami  river?,  under  the  direction  of 
j^olonei  Symme^i  and  a  French  fettlement  at  GalliopoUs.    There 

are 
*  page  177*  Vol  I. 


f 


480  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

are  feveral  other  trads  delineated  on  the  map,  which  have  been 
granted  by  Congrefs  to  particular  companies,  and  other  tra&  for 
particular  ufes,  which  remain  without  any  Englilh  fettlemcnts, 

FACE  GF  THE  COUNTRY,  SOIL,  AND  PRODUCTIONS, 

Our  remarks  on  thefe  heads,  befides  what  the  reader  will  find  in-» 
terfperfed  in  the  d^fcription  of  the  rivers,  we  add  from  an  anony-r 
mous  pamphlet  publiflied  not  long  fincc,  wWch  we  "prefume  is  the 
jpoft  authentic,  refpe£ting  the  part  of  that  country  which  has  been 
purchafed  of  the  Indians,  of  any  that  has  be^n  laid  before  the  public. 

**  The  undiftinguifhed  terms  of  admiration  that  are  commonly 
ufcd  in  fpeaking  of  the  natural  fertility  of  the  country  on  the  weftern 
waters  of  the  United  States,  would  render  it  difficult,  without  accu- 
rate attention  in  the  furvcys,  to  afcribe  a  preference  to  any  particu- 
lar part  I  or  to  give  a  jufl:  defcription  of  the  territory  under  con- 
fideration,  without  the  hazard  of  being  fufpefted  of  exaggeration : 
but  in  t/jis  we  have  the  united  opinion  of  the  geographer,  the  fur- 
"veyors,  and  every  traveller  that  haj  been  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  country,  and  marked  every  natural  object  with  the  moft  fcru»- 
pulous  exa6tnefs-^that  no  part  of  the  federal  territory  unites  fo  many 
advantages,  in  point  uf  health,  ft rtility,  variety  of  j)rodu6tion8,  and 
foreign  intercourfe,  as  that  which  ftretches  from  the  Mylkingum  tp 
|be  Scioto  and  the  gr^at  Miami  rivers,* 

"  Cdonel  Gordon,  in  his  Journal,  fpeaking  of  a  much  larger 
range  of  country,  in  which  this  is  included,  and  makes  unqueftion- 
ably  the  fmeft  part,  has  the  following  obfervation :  "  The  country 
on  the  Ohio  is  every  where  pleaiant,,  with  large  level  fpots  of  rich 
land,  and  remarkably  healthy.  One  general  remark  of  this  nature 
viiM  ferve  for  the  whole  tra6l  of  the  globe  comprehended  between 
the  weilern  Ikirts  of  the  Allegany  mountains ;  thence  running  fouth- 
weftwardly  to  the  diftance  of  five  hundred  miles  to  the  Ohio  falls; 
then  croffing  them  northerly  to  the  heads  of  the  rivers  that  empty 
tbcBifelves  into  the  Ohio  ;  thence  eaft  along  the  ridge  that  feparates 
the  lakes  apfi  O^^o  ftreams  tp  f  repch  creek :  this  country  may, 
from  a>  proper  kno>yledge^  be  affirmed  to  fee  the  irioft  healthy,  tlve 

*  A  gcotlcman  wl^Q  ha^  vifitcd  this  country,  fuppofcs  this  account  is  a  little  too 
highly  embcllilhed  ;  he  acknowledges  that  it  is  a  very  fine  country,  but  thinks  that 
tKcEc  are  other  parts  of  the  weftern  unfet^led  country,  which  un^tc  atlcali  as  njany,  if 
wat  Q-.Qre  a^vant-agcf,  thaji  the  pra^  aboyc  mentioned.'  "    • 
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fnoS  pkafaDf,  the  moft  commodknifi  aiul  maft  fertile  fpot  of  eartl^ 
known  to  the  European  people. 

**  The  lands  on  the  varioufi  ihreatns  abore  mentioned,  which  fall 
into  the  Ohio,  are  now  more  accurately  known,  and  may  be  defcribed 
with  confideQce  and  precifion.  They  are  interfperfcd  with  all  the 
variety  of  foil  which  conduces  to  the  pleafantnefs  of  (ttuation,  and 
lays  the  foundation  for  the  wealth  of  an  agricultural  and  manufac- 
turing people.  Large  level  bottoms,  or  natural  meadows^  from 
twenty  to  fifty  miks  in  circuit,  are  every  where  found  bordering 
the  rivers,  and  variegating  the  country  in  the  interior  parts.  Tbefe 
afford  as  rich  a  foil  as  can  be  imagined,  and  may  be  reduced  f 
proper  cultivation  with  very  little  labour.  It  is  faid,  that  in  many 
of  thefe  bottoms  &  man  may  clear  an  acre  a  day,  fit  for  planting  with 
Indian  corn,  there  being  no  underwood ;  and  the  trees  growing  very 
high  and  large,  but  not  thick  together,  need  nothing  but  girdling. 

**  The  prevailing  growth  of  timber,  and  the  more  ufbful  trees, 
are,  maple  or  fiigar.  tree,  fycamore,  black  and  white  nmiberry,  black 
and  white  walnut,  butternut,  chefnut ;  white,  black,  Spanifli  and 
chefaut  oaks,  hiccory,  cherry,  buckwood  or  horfe  chefnut,  honey 
•^locuft,  ebn,  cucumber  tree,  lyn  tree,  gum  tree,  iron  wood,  aib, 
aipin,  faflafras,  crab  apple  tree,  paupaw  or  cuftard  apple,  a  variety 
of  plum  trees,  nine-bark,  fpice  and  leather- wood buflics.  Generd 
Parfons  meafured  a  black  walnut  tree  near  Mufltingum,  whofe  cir- 
cumference, at  five  feet  from  the  ground,  was  twenty-twa  feet.  A 
fycamore,  near  the  fame  place,  meafured  forty-four  feet  in  circum- 
ference, at  foroe  diibnce  from  the  grmmd.  White  and  black  oak, 
and  chefnut,  with  moi(  of  the  above-mentioned  timbers,  grow  large 
and  plenty  upon  the  high  grounds :  both  the  high  and  lo\y  lands 
produce  vail  quantities  of  natural  grapes  of  various  kinds,  of  which 
the  fettlers  univerfally  make  a  fufficiency  of  rich  red  wine  for  their 
own  confumption.  It  is  aflerted  in  the  old  fettlcment  of  St.  Vincent, 
where  they  >liave  had  opportunity  to  try  it,  that  age  will  render  thi« 
wine  preferable  to  moft  of  the  European  wines.  Cotton  is  the  na- 
tural produ^on  of  this  country,  and  grows  in  great  perfection. 

**  The  fugar  maple  is  a  moft  valuable  tree  for  an  inland  country; 
any  number  of  inhabitants  may  be  for  ever  fupplied  with  a  fufficiency 
of  fugar,  by  preferving  a  few  trees  for  the  ufe  of  each  femily  :  a  tree 
will  yield  about  ten  pounds  of  fugar  a  year,  and  the  labour  is  very 
trifling ;  the  fap  is  ^xtraited  in  die  months  of  February  and  March, 

Vo^..  IL  3  QL  and 
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and  granulated,  by  the  fimple  operation  of  boiling,  to  a  fugar  equal 
in  flavour  and  vvhitcnefs  to  the  beft  Mufcovado. 

^^  Springs  of  excellent  water  abound  in  every  part  of  this  terri«i 
tory  ;  and  fmall  and  large  ftreams,  for  mills  and  other  purpofes,  ar« 
adtually  interfperfed,  as  if  by  art,  fo  that  there  feems  to  be  no  de-r 
ficiency  in  any  of  the  neceflaries  of  life. 

"  Very  little  wafte  land  is  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  this  tra6t  of 
country  ;  there  are  no  fwarops  but  fuch  as  may  be  readily  drained, 
and  made  into  arable  and  meadow  land ;  and  though  the  hills  are  fre*. 
quent,  they  are  gentle  and  fwelling,  no  where  high  or  incapable  of 
tillage ;  they  are  of  a  deep,  rich  foil,  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of 
timber,  and  well  adapted  to  the  production  of  wheat,  rye,  indigo^ 
tobacco,  &c. 

*'  The  communications  between  this  country  and  the  fea  will  bQ 
principally  in  the  four  following  directions : 

f*  I.  The  route  through  the  Scioto  and  Mulkingum  to  lake  Eric, 
and  fo  to  the  river  Hudfon,  which  has  been  already  defcribed. 

*'  a.  The  paflage  up  the  Ohio  and  Monongahela  to  the  portage 
^ve  mentioned,  which  leads  to  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Poto- 
mack ;  this  portage  is  thirty  miles,  and  will  probably  be  readered 
?nuch  lefs  by  the  execution  of  the  plans  ik)W  on  foot  for  opening  the 
navigation  of  thofe  waters^ 

"  3.  The  Great  Kanhaway,  which  falls  into  the  Ohio  from  the 
.Virginia  ftiore,  between  the  Hockhocking  and  the  Scioto,  opens  an 
cxtenfive  navigation  from  the  fputh-eaft,  and  leaves  but  eighteen 
prjiles  portage  from  the  navigable  waters  of  James  river  in  Virginia^ 
This  ponimunjcation  for  the  country  between  Mufkingum  and  Scioto, 
will  prpbably  be  more  ufed  than  any  other  for  the  exportation  of 
iDanuf^Ctures  and  other  light  and  valuable  articles,  and  efpecially 
for  thp  importation  pf  foreign  commodities,  which  may  be  brought 
from  the  Chefapeak  to  the  Ohio  much  cheaper  than  they  are  now 
carried  from  Philadelphia  to  Carlifle,  and  the  other  thick-fettled  back 
counties  of  Pennfylvania.* 

"  4.  But  the  current  down  the  Ohio  and  Miffilfippi,  for  heavy 
articles  that  fuit  the  Florida  and  Weft-India  markets,  fuch  as  corn,' 
flour,  bpef,  lumber,  &c.  will  be  more  frequently  loaded  than  any 
^reamf  pn  earth.    The  diilance  frpm  ti\p  Sciqto  to  the  Mi^Hi&ppi  i$ 

*  We  think  it  right  to  notice  that  a  gentleman  of  much  obferv^tion,  and  a  great  tra^ 
yellef  in  this  country,  is  of  opioion|  that  ^his  communication  or  route  is  chimerical. 

#  eight 
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tight  hundred  itiiles,  from  thence  to  the  fea  is  nine  hundred.  This 
Whole  courfe  is  eafily  run  in  fifteen  days,  and  the  paffagc  up  thofe 
rivers  is  not  fo  difficult  as  has  ufualiy  been  reprefented.  It  is  found, 
by  late  experiments,  that  fails  are 'ufed  to  great  advantage  againft 
the  current  of  the  Ohio  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  in  all 
probability  fteam  boats  will  be  found  to  do  infinite  fervicc  in  all  our 
cxtenfive  river  navigation. 

"  The  defign  of  Congrefs  and  of  the  Ohio  company  isj  that  the 
fcttlemcnts  (hall  proceed  regularly  down  the  Ohio,  and  northward 
to  lake  Erie ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  not  many  years  will  elapfe^ 
before  the  whole  countr}-  above  Miami  will  be  brought  to  that  de- 
gree of  cultivation,  which  will  exhibit  all  its  latent  beauties,  and 
juflify  thofe  defcriptions  of  travellers  which  have  fo  often  made  it 
the  garden  of  the  world,  the  feat  of  wealth,  and  the  center  of  a 
great  empire. 

**  No  country  is  better  ftocked  with  wild  game  of  every  kind  ; 
innumerable  herds  of  deer  and  wild  cattle  are  flieltered  ia^he  groves^ 
and  fed  in  the  extenfive  bottoms  that  every  where  abound  ;  an  un- 
quefiionable  proof  of  the  great  fertility  of  the  foil :  turkiesj  geefe^ 
ducks,  fwans,  teal^  pheafants,  panridges,  &c.  are^  from  obfervation^ 
believed  to  be  in  greater  plenty  here,  than  the  tame  poultry  are  ia 
any  part  of  the  old  fcttlemcnts  in  America. 

**  The  riven  are  well  flored  with  fifh  of  various  kinds,  and  many 
of  them  of  an  excellent  quality :  they  are  generally  large^  though  of 
different  fiEes  ;  the  cat  fifh,  which  is  the  largeflj  and  of  a  delicious 
flavour,  weighs  from  fix  to  eighty  pbundsl" 

The  Mufkingum  is  a  gentle  river,  confined  by  banks  fo  high  as  to 
prevent  its  overflowing.  It  is  two  hiwdred  and  fifty  y^rds  wide  at  its 
confluence  with  the  Ohio*  and  navigable  by  large  bat teaux  and  barges 
to  the  Three  Legs  ;  and  by  fmall  ones  to  the  lake  at  its  head.  From 
thence,  by  a  portage  of  about  one  mile,  a  communication  is  opened 
to  lake  £ric^  through  the  Cayahoga^  which  is  a  flream  of  great 
utility,  navigable  the  whole  length  without  any  obftru£tion  from  falls* 
Ffom  lake  Erie  the  avenue  is  wdi  Imown  to  the  Hudfon^  in  the  State 
of  New- York. 

The  Hockhocking  refembles  the  Mufkingum,  though  fomewhat 
infed^  in  fizc.  It  i>  h^vigable  for  large  boats  abdut  feventy  miles^ 
and.  foe  flnall  oHes  inuch  farther.  On  the  banks  of  this  Very  uf^^ful 
ib-eam  are.  fouod.  inexhauflible  quarries  of  free-flone^  large  beds  pf 
iron  orcy  andfom^  rich  n^iAcs  of  lead.  Coal  .mines  and  £ilt  fprings 
t  i  3  Q^*  arc 
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ire  frequent  in  the  neighboupfaood  of  this  ftream,  as  they  areki  evtty 
part  of  the  weicrn  territory.  The  fait  that  may  be  obtained  from 
thofe  fprings  will  i^rd  an  inexhaniUble  flore  of  that  ncceflary  ar- 
ticle. Bed»  of  white  aad  blue  clay,  of  an  excellent  quality,  are  like* 
wife  found  here,  fuitable  for  the  manuta^re  of  gla^,  crockery,  and 
dther  earthen  wares.  Red  bole  and  many  other  uiefui  foflils  have  been 
obferved  on  the  branches  of  this  river. 

The  Scioto  is  s  larger  river  than  eidier  of  the  preceding,  and  opens 
t  more  extenfive  navigation.  It  is  pafiable  for  large  barges  for  two 
hundred  miles,  with  a  portage  of  only  four  miles  to  the  Saaddky,  a 
good  navigable  ftream  that  falls  into  the  lake  Erie.  Through  the 
Saodufky  and  Sdoto  lies  the  moft  common  pals  from  Canada  to  the 
Ohio  and  MtiBfltppi  ^  one  of  the  moft  extenfire  and  u&ful  communi* 
eations  that  is  to  be  found  in  this  country.  Prodigioiis  extenfions  of 
territory  are  here  connected  ;  and,  from  the  rapidity  with  which  thp 
weftehi  parts  of  Canada,  Isdce  Eiie,  and  the  Kentucky  omntries  are 
fetding^  we  may  antcipafee  an  iounenfe  intercoarfe  between  them. 
The  lands  on  the  borders  of  the  middle  (breams,  from  this  drcona* 
fiance  alone,  afide  from  thdr  natural  fertiiiQr,  rauft  be  rendered 
v<ery  valuable.  The  flour,  com,  flax,  hemp,  &c  railed  for  expor« 
tation  in  that  great  councr}'  between  fbe  fadces  Huron  and  Ontario, 
will  find  an  outlet  through  lake  Erie  and  tfaefe  nfvrs,  or  down  the 
Mitiiflippi.  The  Ohio  merchant  can  give  a  higher  pnce  than  thofe  of 
Quebec  for  tfaefe  conunodides,  as  they  uaj  be  tcan^MXtcd  from 
the  former  to  Florida  and  the  Weft-India  ifhoids,  with  leis  eapenfe> 
riik^  and  infurance,  than  from  the  latter }  while  the  expenfe  from  the 
place  of  growth  to  the  Ohio  will  not  be  one  fourth  of  what  it  would 
be  to  Quebec^  and  much  lei»  <han  even  to  the  Oneida  lake.  The 
ftream  of  Scioto  is  gentle,  and  no  where  broken  by  iaMs  z  at  fome 
places,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year,  it  overflows  its  bank^  &ws  pioviding 
for  ht^e  natural  rice  plantations^  Sa&  fpri^;s,  coal  mines,  white 
and  bhie  clay,  and  free-ftone,  aboand  in  the  country  adjdning  tbk^ 
river. 

Th^  Little  Miami  is  too  fmall  Ibr  batteaux  navigatiMi.  Jti  bankf 
are  good  land,  and  fo  high  as  to  prevent^  m  common^  the  ovwflow* 
ing  of  the  water.  ^ 

The  Great  Miami  has  a  very  idony  channot,  and  a  fWUk  #n«0| 
but  no  foils.  It  is  formed  of  feveral  large  hpmdtie»f  vfiMk  at«  pa£* 
lable  for  boats  a  great  dift.iaee.  One  branch  cotn^  ^tA ttiet((t% 
add  riifetf  in  the  Wabaft  country :  anoA#r  riia  near  ttM4iia4  mamn 

of 
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1^  Miami  ri^r,  which  runs  into  lake  Erie;  and  a  fliolt  poitagtf 
^Kvtcbs  ^aoitier  branch  of  Sandufty  river,  k  alfo  interlocks  with  th« 
Seioto« 

The  Wabalh  it  a  beantlfal  river^  with  h^h  and  fettile  banks.  & 
etnpties  into  Che  Ohio  by  a  mouth  two  htuidrecif  afid  fevefity  yatdf 
wkSe^  Qoe  choufand  and  twenty  maks  bekyw  foit  Pitt.  In  fhe  fpiing^ 
femmer,  and  autumn^  it  is  pa^bJe  for  batteaux  drawing  three  feet 
water,  four  hundred  and  twelve  mile9,  to  OukaBon^  a  fmall  French 
li*ttlement,  ^on  the  weft  fide  of  ^e  rl^er ;  and  for  large  canoes  one 
hfindred  and  nindy-feven  miles  farther,  to  the  Miami  carrying  place, 
sine  miles  from  Miami  village.  This  village  ftands  on  Miami  river, 
which  empties  into  the  fouth-weft  part  of  lake  Erie.  The  communis 
cation  between  E)ctroit,  and  the  Illinois,  and  Ohio  countries,  is  up 
Mnnii  river  to  Miami  village,  thence,  by  land,  nine  miles,  when 
the  rivers  are  high ;  and  from  eighteen  to  thirty  when  they  are  low, 
thiough  a  level  country  to  the  Wabafh,  and  through  the  various 
branches  of  the  Wabalh  to  the  places  of  deftination. 

A  filver  mine  has  been  difcovered  about  twenty-eight  miles  above 
,  Ouitmion,  on  the  northern  (ide  of  the  Wabafli.  Salt  fpring?,  lime,^ 
free-Hone,  blue,  yellow,  and  white  clay,  are  found  in  plenty  upon 
this  river. 

The  rivers  Avafe  a«d  Kaika&ias  empty  into  the  Mifliffippi  from 
Ihe  north-eaft  ;  the  former  is  navigable  for  boats,  fixty,  and  the  latter, 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles.  Tl^  both  run  through  a  rich 
c»6ntiy,  which  has  extensive  meadows. 

Between  tb«  Kaika&ias  and  Illinois  rivers,  'which  are  eighty-four 
tfiiliei  Apart,  U  an  extenfive  trad  of  level,  rich  land,  which  termi- 
■fttes  in  a  high  ridge,  about  fifteen  miles  before  you  reach  the  Illinois 
WVer.  In  thit  delightftil  vale  are  a  number  of  French  villages,  which, 
together  with  thofe  of  St.  Genevieve  and  St.  Louis,  on  the  weftera 
ide  of  the  Miffiffippi,  contained  in  1771,  one  thoufand  mo  hundred 
and  fevcnty-thrce  fencible  men. 

One  hundred  and  feventy-fix  miles  above  the  Ohio,  and  eighteen 
miles  above  the  Miflburi,  the  Illinois  empties  into  the  Miffiffippi 
fi<om  Hit  nolth-eaft  by  a  moiilh  four  hundred  prds  wide.  This 
rtver  is  bordered  with  fine  meadows,  which  in  fome  p/laces  extend 
itt  iil^  a^  the  eyt  can  reach :  this  river  f umiflics  a  commhnicatiotl  wMi 
Mbc  Michigan,  by  the  Chicago  rivter,  betwecfa  which  and  thelflittoh 
^l^tH^  pfiWa;^,.lfeieiongeft  of  which  docs i^ot-fexcfeed  foin-  miltk 
Ijrtfceives  anumber  of  rivers,  which  arc  from  twenty  to  one  hundred 

yards 


4^6  OENERAt   DESCRIPTIOK 

jardd  wide»  and  navigable  for  boats  from  Hftecn  to  one  bunded  anA 
tightjr  miles.  On  tbe  north-weftcrn  fide  of  this  river  is  a  coal  mine^ 
which  extends  for  half  a  mile  along  the  middle  of  the  bank  of  the 
Hver,  ^ind  about  the  fame  diftance  bdow  the  coal  mine  arc  two  fait 
^ondsy  one  hundred  yards  in  ctrcumferencci  and  ieverai  feet  in  diepth* 
The  water  is  flagnant,  and  of  a  yellowifh  colour;  but  the  Frenchr 
and  natives  make  good  fait  from  it.  The  foil  of  the  Illinois  country 
fe>  in  general^  of  a  fuperior  quality :  its  natural  growth  confifts  of 
oak,  hiccory,  cedar,  mulberry,  &c.  hops,  dying  drugs,  medicinal 
plants  of  feverai  kinds,  and  excellent  wild  grapes.  As  bar  back  as 
tbe  year  1 769,  the  French  fettlers  made  one  hundred  and  tea  hog* 
Ibcads  of  ilrong  wine  from  thefe  grapes. 

There  are  many  other  rivers  of  equal  fize  and  importance  with 
thofe  we  have  been  defcribing,  which  arei  not  fufficiently  known 
for  accurate  defcriptions. 

CIVIL    DIVISIONS. 

That  jpart  of  this  territory  in  which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguiflied, 
and  which  is  fettling  under  the  government  of  the  United  States,  is 
divided  into  four  counties,  as  follows : 

Wafhington,  created  July  26th,       1788 

Hamihon,      — — •      January  2d,  179a 

St»  Clair,       ■■  April  27th,  1790 

Knox,  —       Jin2  2oth,  1790 

Thefe  counties  have  been  organized  with  the  proper  civil  and  mi*  * 
litary  officers.  ,  The  county  of  St.  Clair  is  divided  into  three  diftridts, 
viz.  the4iftri<^  ofCahokia,  the  diftrid  of  Frairie-du-rochers,  and  the 
diftrift  of  Kaikalkiasi  Courts  of  general  quarter  feffions  of  the  peace^ 
county  courts  of  common  pleas,  and  courts  of  probate,  to  be  held 
10  each  of  thefe  diftri6ls,  as  if  each  was  a  diftinft  County  ;  th© 
officers  ©f  the  county  may  ad  by  deputy,  except  in  the  dillrift  whercj 
they  reiide. 

ANTIQpiTIES,  CURIOSITIES,  &c.     . 

The  number  of  old  forts  found  in  tbe  Kentucky  co^untry  are  tha 
admiration  of  the  curious,  and  a  matter  of  much  fpecvdation^  the/ 
are  moftly  of  an  oblong  form,  iituated  on  flrong,  well-chofeA 
ground,  and  contiguous  to  water  :  when,  by  whom,  and  for  what; 
purpofes  thefe  w^re  thrown  up^  is  uncertain ;  tb^y  9^  imdoubtedif. 

'     verjc 


OF    THE   N.    W.    OV    THE    OHIO.  487 

▼ery  ancient,  as  there  is  not  the  leaft  vifibk  difference  in  the  age  or 
fize  of  the  timber  growing  oh,  or  within,  thcfe  forts,  and  that  whicU 
grows  without ;  and  the  old  natives  have  Joft  all  tradition  refpefting 
them.  Dr.  Cutler,  who  ha«  accurately  examined  the  trees  on  thefe 
forts,  and  which  he  thinks,  from  appearances,  are  the  fecond 
growth,  is  of  opinion,  that  they  rauft  have  been  built  upwards  of 
one  thoufand  years  ago :  they  muft  have  been  the  efforts  of  a  people 
•much  more  devoted  to  labour  than  the  prefent  race  of  Indians ;  and 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  they  could  be  conftru6ted  without  the 
ufe  of  iron  tools.  At  a  convenient  diftance  from  thefe  always  ftands  a 
fmall  mound  of  earth,  thrown  up  in  the  form  of  a  pyramid,  and  feemt 
in  fome  mcafure  proportioned  to  the  fize  of  its  adjacent  fortification. 
On  examination,  they  have  been  found  to  contain  a  chalky  fubftance, 
fuppofed  to  be  bones,  and  of  the  human  kind« 

Under  this  head  we  may  mention  the  extenfive  meadows,  or,  at 
the  French  call  them,  Prairie,  which  anfwer  to  what,  in  the  fouthem 
States,  are  called  Savannas ;  they  are  a  rich  plain,  without  trees,  and 
4:overed  with  grafs  ;  fome  of  thefe,  between  St.  Vincennes  and  the 
Miffiflippi,  are  thirty  or  forty  miles  in  extent.  In  paffing  them,  as 
br  as  the  eye  can  reach,  there  is  not  a  tree  to  be  feen  ;  but  there 
is  plenty  of  deer,  wild  cattle,  ^>ears,  and  wolves,  and  innumerable 
flocks  of  turkies ;  thefe,  with  the  green  grafs,  form  a  rich  and  beau- 
tiful profpe^t. 

The  pofts  eflabl idled  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  arc  as 
follow  :  Franklin,  on  French  creek  ;  Harmar,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Muflcingum  ;  Stuben,  at  the  rapids  of  the  Ohio ;  Fayette,  Hamil- 
tpn,  Knox,  Jefferfon,  c^t.  Clair,  Marietta,  and  St.  Vincennes. 

POPULATION. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  large  tra6l  of  country  has  not 
teen  afcertained.  i  ut  from  the  beft  data  the  author  has  received, 
the  population  may  be  eftimated  as  follows  : 

Indians  (fuppofe) 65,000''^  179a 

Ohio  Company  purchafe       * 2,500     do. 

Col.  Symq[ies'  fettlcmcnts 2,000    do. 

*  The  tribes  who  inhabit  this  country  arc  the  Piantias,  on  both  fides  the  MiflKTippi; 
the  Cafqueralquias,  on  the  Illinois;  the  Piankafhaws  and  other  tribes,  on  the  Wa- 
bafh  ;  the  Shawanefe,  on  the  Scioto  ;  the  Delawarcs,  the  Miainis,  the  Ouifcons,  Maf- 
contens,  Sakies,  Sioux,  Mckekouakis,  the  Pilans,  Powtcwatami^,  Mcflaques,  Ottawas, 
phipewas;  and  Wiandots.     The  whole  amounting  to  the  above  npnibcr, 
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Galliqioltf  (French  Settlement)  op^te  the  Kanhawa 

river •     ^     •     •  lyooo  i79e> 

Viocennes  and  its  vicinhy,  on  thic  Wabafb,      .     .  hSoa  do* 

Kaii(a&ias  and  Cabokia        •*.,.•••  680  17901. 

Aft  Giaod  Ruifleau^  village  of  St.  FhiHp»  and  Prairie* 

do^ockei^       ♦     •    «     »     »     ^    *     •     •     •  240  do» 


Total    72,920 


In  179DJ  tbcrewerc  in  the  town  of  Vincennes  about  forty  Axoe" 
riean  £a0iilies  and  thirty-one  ilayes;  and  on  the  Mi^i^^pi,  forty 
Aitterican  £amilies  and  ^venty-three  Have^  all  included  in  the  above 
jiftknate*  On  the  Spaniih  or  wefiern  fide  of  the  MiS£5ppi;  there 
were  in  1790,  about  one;  thoufand  ei^t  hundred  per  ons,  princ^lly 
0i  Genevieve  and  St.  Xjouis* 

GOVERNMENT,    &c- 

Bjr  an  ordinance  ©f  Congrcfs,  paflfed  cm  the  13th  of  Jdy,  1787, 
^tiiis  country,  for  the  purpofes  of  temporary  government,  was  ereded 
i^o  one  difli  i£t,  fubj^^,  however,  to  a  divifion,  when  circumllances 
ftall  oaake  it  expedient. 

I|»  the.  fame  ordinaoce  it  is  provided,  that  Congrefs  (tkdlt  appoint  a 
governor,  whofe  commiilipn  thall  continue  in  force  three  years,  nxH 
Jlefs  £)oner  revoked. 

The  governor  muft  rcjfide  in  the  diftri^,  and  have  a  freehold 
t&ate  therein,  in  one  thoufand  acres  of  land,  while  in  the  exerciie  of 
his  olfee. 

Congrefs,  from  time  to  time,  are  to  appoint  a  fecrctary,  to  con- 
tinue in  office  four  years,  unlefs  fooner  removed,  who  muft  refide 
in  the  diftri^,  and  have  an  eilate  of  five  himdred  acres  of  land,  while 
in  office. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  fecretary  is,  to  keep  and  preferve  the  a6b  and 
Jaws  of  the  legiflature,  the  public  records  of  the  diftrid,  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  governor  in  his  executive  department ;  and  to 
tranfmit  authentic  copies  of  fuch  a(^s  and  proceedings,  every  fix 
months,  to  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs. 

The  ordinance  provides,  that  Congrefs  fliall  appoint  three  judges, 
poirefled  each  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  diftrid  in  which  they 
are  to  fefide,  and  to  hold  their  commiffions  during  good  behaviour, 
any  two  of  whom  fliall  form  a  court,  which  ihall  have  a  common 

law 
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law  jurifdidlion.  The  governor  and  jwdges  are  authorifed  to  adopt 
and  publifh  in  the  diftridt,  fuch  laws  of  the  original  States,  criminal 
and  civil,  as  may  he  neceflary  and  beft  fuited  to  the  circumHances  of 
the  diftri£l,  to  report  them,  to  Congrefs;  and,  if  approved,  they 
lliall  continue  in  force  tijl  the  organization  of  the  General  Aflembly  of 
the  diftfid,  who  fli^U  have  authority  to  alter  them.  The  governor 
is  to  command  the  militia,  and  appoint  and  commiffion  their  officers, 
except  general  officers,  who  are  to  be  appointed  and  commiflioned  by 
Congrcfs. 

Previouily  to  the  organization  of  the  AfTembly,  the  governor  is  to 
appoint  fuch  magiftrates  and  civil  officers  as  fhall  be  deemed  necelTary 
for  the  prciervation  of  peace  and  order. 

So  foon  as  there  fliall  be  five  thoufand  free  male  inhabitants  of  full 
>age  in  the  diflri6t,  they  (hall  receive  authority  to  eleA  reprefenta- 
tives,  one  for  every  five  hundred  free  male  inhabitants,  to  reprefent 
them  in  the  General  AfTembly ;  the  reprefentation  to  incrcafe  pro- 
grelfivcly  with  the  number  of  free  male  inhabitants  till  there  be 
twenty-five  reprefentatives  ;  after  which,  the  number  and  proportion 
of  the/eprefentatives  (hall  be  regulated  by  the  legiflature.  A  rejM*^- 
.  Tentative  mufl:  pofTefs,  in  fee  fimple,  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  , 
be  a  refident  in  the  diftriit ;  and  muil  have  been  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  or  a  refiderkt  in  the  diftri6t,  three  years  preceding  his 
eledion.  An  eledor  mufl  have  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  diftridt,  muft 
be  a  refident,  and  have  been  a  citizen  of  one  of  the  States,  or  mufl 
pofTefs  the  fame  freehold,  and  have  been  two  years  a  refident  in  the 
diflri£t»  The  reprefentatives,  when  duly  eleded,  are  to  continue  i|i 
office  two  years. 

The  General  Aflembly,  or  Legiflature,  fhall  confifl  of  the  Gover- 
nor, Legiflativc  Council,  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.  The  Legif- 
lative  Council  fhall  confifl  of  five  members,  to  continue  in  office  five 
.  years,  unlefs  fooner  removed  by  Congrefs ;  three  make  a  quorum. 
The  council  are  to  be  thus  appointed  :  the  governor  and  reprefen- 
tatives, when  met,  fliall  nominate  ten  perfons,  refidciits  in  the  dif- 
trid,  each  pofTeflcd  of  a  freehold  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land, 
and  return  their  names  to  Coiigrefe,  who  fhail  appoint  andcommiffion 
five  of  them  to  ferve  as  aforeiaid. 

'  All  bills  pafTed  by  a  majority  in  the  Houfe  apd  in  Council,  fhall 
be  referred  to  the  governor  for  hie  afTent ;  and  no  bill,  or  legiflativc 
a6t  whatever,  fliall  be  of  force  without  his  afTent.    The  jjovornor  fliall 
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hairc  power  to  convene,  prorogue,  and  diflblve  the  Genend  AlIfemHf  , 
wfieo,  in  his  opmion,  it  fliaH  be  expedient. 

The  legtflatuf»,  when  organized,  fhall  have  authority,  by  joint 
ballot,v  to  eleft  a  delegate  to  Congrefs,  who  fhall  have  a  feat  in  Con- 
grefs,  with  a  right  of  debating,  but  not  of  voting,  during  this  tempo* 
rary  government. 

**  And  for  extending  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  which  form  the  bafis  whereon  thefe  republics,  their  laws 
and  conftitutions,  are  erected  ;  to  fix  and  eilablilh  thofe  prmcipks  as 
the  bafis  of  all  laws,  conftitutions,  and  governments,  which  for 
ever  hereafter  fliall  be  formed  in  the  feid  territory  ;  to  provide  alio 
for  the  eftablifhment  of  ftate  and  permanent  government  therein,  and 
ft)r  their  admifEon  to  fliare  in  the  federal  councils,  on  an  equal  footbg; 
with  the  original  States,  at  as  early  periods  as  may  be  confiftent  with 
the  general  intereft :  It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared,  by  the  au* 
fhority  aft)refaid,  That  the  following  articles  ihall  be  confidcred  as 
articles  of  compa6i:,  between  the  original  States  and  the  pec^le,  and 
the  States  in  the  faid  territory,  and  for  ever  remam  unalterable, 
unlefs  by  common  confent,  to  wit : 

"Art*,  I.  No  perfon,  demeaning  himfelf  in  a  peaceable  and 
orderly  manner,  fliall  ever  be  molefted  on  account  of  his  mode  of 
worfhip  or  religious  fentimen|s  in  the  Taid  territory. 

"  Art.  II.  The  inhabitants  of  the  faid  territory  fhall  always  be 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  of  the  trial 
^y  J^T*  of  a  proportionate  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  the  legif- 
lature,  and  of  judicial  proceedings,  according  to  tte  courfc  of  the 
common  law  :  all  perfons  fliall  be  bailable,  unlefs  for  capital  of- 
fences where  the  proof  fliall  b§  evident  or  the  prefumption  great  s 
all  fines  fliall  be  moderate,  and  no  cruel  or  unufual  punifliment  fliall 
be  inflicted  ;  no  man  fliall  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  or  property  but 
by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  of  the  law  of  the  land  ;  and  fiiould 
the  public  exigencies  make  it  neceflary  for  the  common  prefervation 
to  t^  any  perfon's  property,  or  to  demand  his  particular  fcrvicet, 
full  compeiifation  fliall  be  made  for  the  feme;  andmthejuft  pre- 
fervation of  rights  and  property,  it  is  underflood  and  declared^ 
that  no  law  ought  ever  to  be  made,  or  have  force  in  the  feid  tcr- 
H^ory,  that  fliall  in  any  manner  whatever  interfere  whh,  or  affieft, 
private  contrafts  or  engagements  Unafidc^  and  without  fraud  previ- 
oufly  formed, 

••Art* 
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«*  A»f  *  IIL  RdigiOD>  mordity  and  knowledge,  being  neceflary 
to  good  gpvernment  a»d  the  hap]Miie&  of  mankind,  fchools  and 
the  nseano  of  education  (hall  for  ever  be  encouraged;  the  utmoft 
jpood  faith  fiiall  alvraya  be  obferved  towards  the  Indians ;  their  Unas 
aind  prepefty  fhall  never  be  taken  from  them  without  their  confentj 
and  in  their  property,  ri^ts  and  liberty,  they  fhalj  never  be  invaded 
er  dtfhirbed,  unkfs  in  juft  and  lawful  wars,  authqrifed  by  Congrefs ; 
btft  I4WS  feundcsd  in  jnilfce  and  Inin^anity  fliall  fronrtinie  to  tioie  be 
miAci  for  preventing  wrongs  being  done  to  them,  and  for  preferving 
peace  and  friendfiiip  with  them* 

**  AitT.IV.  The  faid  territory,  and  the  States  which  njiay  be 
formed  therein,  fliall  for  ever  remain  a  part  of  this  confederacy  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  fubje^  to  the  articles  of  confedera* 
lion,  and  to  fudi  alterations  therein  as  ihall  be  conftitutionally  madei 
and  to  all  the  a^s  and  ordinances  of  the  United  States,  in  Congrefs 
affemble^  conformable  thereto.  The  inhabitants  and  iettlers  in  the 
fM  territory  ftiall  be  fubje^  to  pay  a  part  of  the  federal  debts  con* 
traded,  or  to  be  contra£led,  and  a  proportfonablc  part  of  the  ex- 
ptikies  of  government,  to  be  apportioned  on  them  by  Congrefs,  ac« 
cording  to  the  fame  common  rule  and  meaiure,  by  which  apportion^ 
ments  thereof  ihall  be  made  on  the  other  States,  and  the  taxes  for 
paying  their  proportion  ihall  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  authority  and 
direction  of  the  legiOatures  of  the  diilrid,  or  diitridts^  or  new  States, 
as  in  the  original  States,  within  the  time  agreed  upon  by  the  United 
States  in  Conpefs  afiembled*  The  legiilatures  of  dioii^  diftrids 
pr  new  States  ihall  never  interfere  with  the  primary  difpofal  of  die 
foil  by  the  United  States,  in  Congrefs  aiTembled,  nor  with  any  re^ 
guiations  Congreis  may  find  neceifary  for  fecuring  the  title  in  iuch 
foil  to  the  hmafide  pqrchafers.  No  tax  ihall  be  impofed  on  lands  the 
property  of  the  Ui^ited, States ;  and  in  no  cafe  iliall  non-reiident  pro^ 
prietors  be  taxed  higher  than  refidents.  The  navigable  waters 
leading  into  the  MiffiiBppi  and  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  carrying 
places  between  the  fame,  iliali  be  common  highways,  and  for  ever 
free,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  iaid  territory,  as  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  in  general,  and  thofe  of  any  other  States 
that  may  be  admitted  into  the  confederacy,  without  any  tax,  in3poft» 
or  duty* 

"  Art.  V.  Tiiere  ihall  be  formed  in  the  faid  territory,  not^  lefs 
than  ^ree,  nor  more  than  five  ^ates ;  and  the  boundaries  of  thb 
States^  as  feoQ  ^%  Virginia  ihall  altfcr  hcr^  of  cefigo,  andconfent 
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to  the  fame,  fliall  become  fixed  and  eftablilhed  as  follows,  viz;  The 
weftern  State  in  the  faid  territory  fliall  be  bounded  on  the  Miifiifippi, 
the  Ohio,  and  Wabafli  rivers ;  a  direiSt  line  drawn  from  the  Wabafli 
jind  Poft  Vincent  due  north  to  the  territorial  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  and  by  the  faid  territorial  line  to  the  lake  of  the 
Woods  and  the  Mifliffippi.  The  middle  State  fliall  be  bounded  by 
the  •faid  direft  line,  the  Wabafli  from  Poft  Vincent  to  the  Ohio ;  by 
the  Ohio  by  a  dire6l  line  drawn  due  north  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Great  Miami  to  the  faid  territorial  line,  and  by  the  faid  territorial 
line.  The  eaftern  State  fliall  be  bounded  by  the  laft-mentioned  di- 
re6l  line,  the  Ohio,.  Pennfylvania,  and  the  faid  territorial  line: 
provided,  however,  and  it  it  is  further  underflood  and  declared,  that 
the  boundaries  of  thefe  three  States  fliall  be  fubjeft  fo  far  to  be  al- 
tered, that  if  Congrefs  hereafter  fliall  find  it  expedient,  they  fliall 
have  authority  to  form  one,  or  two  States,  in  that  part  of  the  faid 
territory  which  lies  north  of  an  eaft  and  weft  line  drawn  through  the 
foutherJy  bend  or  extreme  of  lake  Michigan ;  and  when  any  of  the 
faid  States  flfall  have  fixty  thoufand  free  inhabitants  therein,  fuch 
State  fliall  be  admitted  by  its  delegates  into  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States  in  all  refpe^s 
whatever;  and  fliall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent  conftitution 
and  ftate  government :  provided  the  conftitution  and  government 
fo  to  be  formed  fliall  be  republican,  and  in  conformity  to  the  prin- 
ciples contained  in  thefe  articles  ;  and  fo  for  as  it  can  be  confiftent 
with  the  general  intereft  of  the  confederacy,  fuch  admiflion  fhall  be 
allowed  at  an  earlier  period,  and  when  there  may  be  alefs  number  of 
free  inhabitants  in  the  State  than  fixty  thoufand. 

"  Art.  VI.  There  fliall  be  neither  flavery  nor  involuntary  fer- 
vitude  in  the  faid  territory,  otherwife  than  in  the  punifliment  of 
crimes,  whereof  the  party  flialf  have  been  duly  convicted  :  provided 
always,  that  any  perfon  efcaping  into  the  fame,  from  whom  labour 
or  fervice  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  of  the  original  States;  fijch  fugi- 
tive may  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  perfon  claiming 
his  6r  her  labour  or  fervice  as  aforefaid.*' 

Such  is  the  prefent  government  of  the  weftem  territory,  and  fuch 
the  political  obligations  of  the  adventurers  into  this  fertile  and  de- 
lightful part  of  the  United  States, 

In  the  ordinance  of  Congrefs,  for  the  government  of  this  territory, 
*jtis  provided^  that  after  the  faid  territory  acquires  a  certain  degree 
pf  population,  it  fliall  be  divided  into  Stat^.    The  eaftern  State, 
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that^^^^s  provided  to  be  made,  is  bounded  on  the  Great  Miami  oh 
tne  weft,  and  by  the  Pennfylvania  line  on  the  eaft.  The  center  of 
this  State  will  fall  between  the  Scioto  and  the  Hockhocking.  At  the 
mouth  of  one  of  thefe  rivers,  will  probably  be  the  feat  of  government 
for  this  State ;  and,  if  we  may  indulge  the  fublime  contemplation  of 
beholding  the  whole  territory  of  the  United  States  fettled  by  an  en- 
lightened people,  and  continued  under  one  extended  government,  on 
the  river  Ohio,  and  not  far  from  this  fpot,  will  \?t  the  feat  of  empire 
for  the  whole  dominion.  This  is  central  to  the  whole ;  it  wUl  beft 
accommodate  every  part ;  it  is  the  moft  pleafant,  and  probably  the 
moft  healthful. 

The  fettlement  of  this  country  has  keen  checked  for  feveral  years 
paft,  by  the  unhappy  Indian  war,  an  amicable  termination  of  which| 
it  is  ardently  wiflied,  might  fpeedily  take  place* 


END  OF  THE  SE;C0ND  VOLUME. 


fj^l 


HUSRYHS 


V" 


JAN2519&4 


1 


1 


J 


•j;^  "^'^v:?^  S^  .  :!■ 


VI 


■  's  s^r-'-'- 


^tf  -"^ 


'^  < 


4r^  % 


>  A    A 


.^-^v^' 


